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So, what the hell is going on here anyway? Pro
gressive religious people call it a moral scandal
Others call it gentrification, a consequence of th<»
capitalist housing-for-profit system that has in recent
years managed to displace, against the will of the p<>(). .
pie, between 10-40,000 households a year in \y^
alone. Others are beginning to call it 'spatial

“ deconcentration', a national strategy designed k

OF WDETO:
i HE FIGHT TO SAVE
OUR NEIGHBORHOODS
The Valentines Day Committee for housing justice is

fighting to make real the basic human right of people
to affordable housine. We are responding to the
demands of people tor liveable shelter, for defense
against displacement and police brutality. We need a
concrete strategy tor reclaiming the land from which
the rich seek to evict us. We are organizing because
of the anger that we feel over what has been done to
our homes and neighborhoods.

We will not move. Too many homes have already t
been destroyed, homes of the unemployed, the work­
ing poor, the Black and Puerto Rican communities.
Many have suffered. We have had enough. •

, ue>’'"T«, Currently, between 75-100,000 people are literal-
VorV.. '°nc\u'da '^.Vy without homes in New York City. In the last three IL>K$onaS' prop'^ivears 90,000 have been evicted in NYC including theJ q0,0°° vLatado en -.^^-terroristic murders of people like Mrs. Eleanor Bum-

\ctad t/ca- purs. From 1981-1984, 36,000 rentable apart-
*tefr°r'St ments have been lost to co-op and condo conversion,

buildings formerly housing low income people. Even
though there is a 15-year long waiting list for public
housing-close to 175,000 people-the city hints at
co-oping the projects, last stronghold of low income
tenants. Lastly, over half a million apartments in NYC
have been 'abandoned' since 1970, the result of an
aggressive policy of disinvestment, criminal cut-off of
services and arson. Needless to say, it has been the

.poor, the dis-organized that have felt the brunt of this
attack.

What has the city government done about this
housing crisis? These corrupt administrators of get-
rich-quick schemes who monstrously mismanage
public funds have done nothing other than assist in the1
displacement of the poor from the city. Of
S8,100,000 dollars in outstanding court fines
against landlords for crimes against tenants, only
$480,000 has been collected. While HPD's former
head Anthony Cliedman shares what he knows with
his new boss Trump, Ronnie Reagan, chief
crook front man, has reduced Federal aid for low in­
come housing from $78 billion to $9 billion. Local
government, HPD, and Koch and Co. have bent over
backwards to package our neighborhoods for
destruction, for sale to the rich. They have eveno. . • s que C. recently sought to close the ultimate american deal,'ood'° toQue\\ namely one with the Pentagon and our elected leaders

.0on\mPortv-rado against the express wishes of the majority. This was
’ e\ pa'[a'VZ' the sale of a chunk of Staten Island to the nuke in-
n ' dustry and US military, the naked forces of displace­

ment.

NUESTROS BARRIOS
Estamos luchando hacer realizar el basico derecho

humano de tener un hogar. Estamos respondieffidfc a las
demandas del pueblo de tener vivienda asegurada y a
defender a los ciudahos contra eviccion y defensa en
contra de la brutalidad dela policia. ;■

Necesitamos una estrategia para reclamar y defender
ilas casas que Io rico nos quieren botar. Estamos:;,
. organizando por el ira que sentimos sobre Io que ellos se I

(than hecho a nuestros barrios.# No nos mudaremos! Ya demasiados hogares se han
Sjdestruidos, casas de los desempleados, de los traba- ;
ijadores pobres ... de las comunidades Afro-americanos y jiPuertoriquenos. Muchos han sufrido. Ya nos basta! j
i Ahora mismo entre 75,000 a 100,000 personas estan ac-
tualmente sin viviendas en Nueva 1 c” lr>

■tres anos se han evictado 90 000
Senora Eleanor Bumpurs quien fue m.

___ fccasa, en una manera terrorist
Entre^fos anos 1981-84, 36,000 apartamentos rentablesi

fueron perdidos a co-op y convertidos a condos, edificios|
que anteriormente vivieron las personas de entrada baja. ;
Aunque hay que espera 15 afios en las lista de la cuidad /
de viviendas con casi 175,000 personas. Se oye que la 1
gobierno NYC piensa co-op algunos de los projectos

’■-ultimo esperanza de los pobres. Por ultimo, medio
milion de apartamentos en la ciudad se han 'aban-
donados' desde el ano 1970, resultado de una polica
agresiva de disinvertir, cesacibn de los servicios publicos
y fuegos. No hace falta decir que han sido los pobres que

, han sentido mas este ataque por la ciudad, los pobres

! disorganizados.nces que esta pasando aqui? Los religiosos pro
lo llaman un escandalo moral. Otros Io Haman

genu n >v_acion - consequencia del systema capitalista
-casas para ganancia. El mismo systema que los ultimos
anos se ha desplazado en contra de su voluntad 10,000
-40,000 hogares anualmente en NYC solo. Otros Io'

’ Haman 'deconcentracion spacial', una estrategia nacional;
designadoypor HUD y el Pentagon al comienzo de los>
70s. Su meta fue/es de eliminar de evictar de los centros1?urbanos todos que por su clase, su raza y sus perspec-/
jtivos culturarles se han organizados y unidos a una dire- ?cion ppsitiva yza una manera revoluncionaria. Asi, una j

estrategia militar en su conception, enfo^ado a dispersar, •
controlar y ultimamente en el gen< J:~ los que:

plan.
r riecessidad de liberar y reclamar los edificios y

_ .imamente quitarlos de los manos de los patrones es-
propiamente evidente. Cualquiera de nosotros podemos
terminar sin casa, sin hogar. Afirmamos el derecho de

'reclamar y rehabilitar todo propiedad publica que no se
esta usado, que todo el mundo necesita para sobrevivir.

resistan. Lo que nosotros Io llamamos
si importa es el expose y ultimamente



flo hacemos e>. .—sin vivienda, co>.-nn la ciudad a
a ur

K
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^QNTyuBD from page 2 forcing the poor out of the inner cities
is the same as moving them into bantustaiis

r The necessity of freeing the land and reclaiming
buildings, thus taking them out of the hands of the
greedy speculators, and coordinating the most con­
structive use of these is to us self evident. The
necessity of housing the homeless is equally self evi­
dent. Any of us could end up homeless. We affirm the
right to seize any and all unused public property whi< h
is necessary to the people for their very survival. We
do so in solidarity with all the homeless, the displaced,
the exploited We will not collaborate in cutting deals
with the city behind the backs of the people, whi< h
reward a few poverty pimps and perpetuate the un­
just exploitation of the many. We will not tolerate the
lock-out of the poor from the properties which by all
rights belong to the people. We are not fooled bv
token alternative management programs (HPD
sponsored TIL. 7A and Urban Homesteading pro­
grams) which cannibalize on the sweat and dreams of
the poor if not selling out to the speculators outright.
Often in these programs the poor and working < lass
people who have rehabilitated these apartments with
their own labor find themselves forced out at a later
date. These programs are nothing but seed money for
rich developers while the city buys time in its plan to

j^X^'splace the poor from these renovated structures.

We encourage people to become involved in the I
struggle for affordable low income housing. We en­
courage all to take control of their lives and to band
together to resist the attacks on our communities. I
We must unite to defend each other against the
forces of further displacement. We will resist with
direct action. We aim to unite those whose backs are
up against the wall, who have no choice but to stand
up and fight. There are many ways to support tho
struggle for people's housing. We call for the support
of progressive legal teams, trades groups committed
to their communities, church people ..ultural workers
and others. By coming together through the forma
tion of a city wide united front for people’s housing we

-Q** will defeat forced relocation

t i-.i
■'i'

51 INTO DE VISTA.
_ - °n solidaridad con los desplazados, con la

I
gente si.. con todos los explotados. No col-
iaboremos con la ciudad a las espaldas del pueblo, I;
ciudad que da propina a unos pocos para perpetuaria la
explotacion de muchos. No toleramos mas que evi’ctan a
as pobres de los propiedades en que es el derecho de
todo el mundo. No nos puedan enganar con los pocos
*programas alternatives' de HPD como I '"dramas de
Urban Homesteading, TIL y 7A que c el

sudor y suenos de los pobres. Estas pr
bien para sembrar al mteres de los
ciudad compra mas tiempo para evictar

Jias estructuras renovadas.
Afentamos a la gente que se envuelva en la lucha para
vivienda decente. A dar ammo a que todos se controlan
i sus vidas y a unir para resistir estos ata en nuestras

■' Tenemos que reunirnos en

desplazirr
' -''■ta.,ay muchas n.^ie ap^, .. viviendas. Llamamos

al apoyo de los . bogaou^ , os, grupos de obreros
que se realizan su responsiDn Jad a la comunidad,
religiosos, artistas y otros. Tenemos que organizarnos en
una frente unida por viviendas para derrotar la estrategi;

J^olazimiento f''rzado. Venceremos!

■ • Ui /J; COzv *.

I HUD and the Pentagon in the eai./ '70s. Its goal
I was,is to remove from urban, corporate centers of
/ power those whose class, racial, and cultural outlook
I had led to organization in a positive and revolutionary
I direction. Thus, a strategy, military in its conception,
I aimed at dispersal, control and the ultimate genocide

of those who might resist. What we call it is not im
portant. What is important is exposing it and stopping

HUi .
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v The necessity of freeing the land and reclaiming
buildings, thus taking them out of the hands of the
greedy speculators, and coordinating the most con-
structive use of these is to us self evident. The
necessity of housing the homeless is equally self evi­
dent. Any of us could end up homeless. We affirm the
right to seize any and all unused public property whir h
is necessary to the people for their very survival. We
do so in solidarity with all the homeless, the displaced.
the exploited We will not collaborate in cutting deals
with the city behind the backs of the people, whir h
reward a few poverty pimps and perpetuate the un­
just exploitation of the many. We will not tolerate the
lock-out of the poor from the properties which by all
rights belong to the people. We are not fooled bv
token alternative management programs (HPD
sponsored TIL. 7A and Urban Homesteading pro­
grams) which cannibalize on the sweat and dreams ot
the poor if not selling out to the speculators outright.
Often in these programs the poor and working c lass
people who have rehabilitated these apartments with
their own labor find themselves forced out at a later

. date. These programs are nothing but seed money for
, rich developers while the city buys time in its plan to
(^displace the poor from these renovated structures.

4 We encourage people to become involved in the
struggle for affordable low income housing. We en­
courage all to take control of their lives and to band
together to resist the attacks on our communities.
We must unite to defend each other against the
forces of further displacement. We will resist with
direct action. We aim to unite those whose backs arc*
up against the wall, who have no choice but to stand
up and fight. There are many ways to support the*
struggle for people's housing. We call tor the support
of progressive legal teams, trades groups committed
to their communities, church people cultural workers
and others. By coming together through the forma
tion of a city wide united front for peoples housing we
will defeat forced relocation.

PUNTO DE VISTA:/ Lo hacemos en solidaridad con los desplazados, con la j
/ I gente sin vivienda, con todos los explotados. No col- ;
I / iaborerrios con la ciudad a las espaldas del pueblo, la ;
/ / iciudad que da propina a unos pocos para perpetua'ria la
I / lexplotacion de muchos. No toleramos mas que evictan a ,
/ / jlas pobres de los propiedades en que es el derecho de
I / todo el mundo. No nos puedan enganar con los pocos >
/ / ’programas alternatives' de HPD como las pro^ramas de ;
/ / Urban Homesteading, TIL y 7A que canibalizan en el v
/ / sudor y suenos de los pobres. Estas programas son mas ;
/ / bien para sembrar al interes de los ricos. Mientras, la
/ / ciudad compra mas tiempo para evictar los pobres desde

/ / .,. Vas estructuras renovadas.
/ /XIentamos a la gente que se envuelva en la lucha para :’v*'

I ,'vivienda decente. A dar ammo a que todos se controlan;
/ 1 sus vidas y a unit para resistir estos ataques en nuestras
/ i comunidades. Tenemos que reunirnos a defendernos en
/ / contra las fuerzas d^ desplazimiento y eviccibn.
/ / Resistiramos con la accion directa. Queremos unir a
I todos que estan listo para luchar. Hay muchas maneras -
/ de apoyar la lucha del pueblo para viviendas. Llamamos
/ al apoyo de los abogados progresivos, grupos de obreros
/ 1 que se realizan su responsibilidad a la comumdad,
/ ! religiosos, artistas y otros. Tenemos que organizarnos en
/ ' una frente unida por viviendas para derrotar la estrategia

/ de desplazimiento forzado. Venceremos!

POINT OF VIEW: continuedHUD and the Pentagon in the early '70s. Its goal
was/is to remove from urban corporate centers of

S
ower those whose class racial. and cultural outlook
ad led to organization in a positive and revolutionary

direction. Thus, a strategy, military in its conception,aimed at dispersal, control and the ultimate genocide A
of those who might resist. What we call it is not im-portant. What is important is exposing it and stopping *

------il* >■ ► ► v

/CO.

fl^^^UGGLE AG ArTsT FORCED!RE^^^^^SuNDTHE^WORLDj■ { : ■ 0 ••



r

SQUATTERS STAND UP I
TO NEW YORK CITY

chanted before bewildered office workors and
city officials. "We don't want what Gliedmann
sells, we want hones not hotels I" was one of
the chants, as well as "Gliedmann1s the pimp,
the city's the whore, he breaks peoples' home­
steads and sella them for morel"

Shouting and chanting, demonstrators made
their way through the Wall St. area to 75 Maiden
Lane, the HPD's other office building. Twenty
or so people managed to get in and occupy the
officea before the police barricades moved in.
They .watched angrily as demonstrators grew so
loud that workers in the offices, even on the
top floors of the building, were distracted from
from their work. Since sound devices were pro­
hibited, dbmonstration leaders took a stand in
the square before the building, spiritedly de­
nouncing city housing officials for corruption
and stupidity.

At the same time, at 100 Gold Street, two

I

f

owned abandoned
has already been
other cities.

Valentines Day '86 - At noon on this
cold and gray day, about one hundred and
fifty people gathered before New York's
City Hall to protest the city's and the
H.P.D.'s treatment of homesteaders and squat-
ers» They aimed, to force the H.P.D.'s head,
Anthony Gliedmann to meet with group leaders
he has refused to speak with. The demonstra­
tors majn demand was for amnesty for low in­
come people living in city
buildings, a statute which
passed in Philadelphia and

demonstrators were caught in the HPD offices
and charged with trespassing. The demonstra­
tion immediately made its way back to that
building for a final rally. As the two were
brought out and placed in the paddy wagon,
police announced that anyone remaining in the
area would be arrested. The demonstration,
however, did not disassemble until the two
were taken away. The two arrestees were re­
leased after spending the night in Jail.

The aim of these occupations was to force
Gliedmann to meet with homesteaders who were
facing eviction battles in coutt.

The Valentine’s Day demo was the first in
a series of actions that will dramatize the
plight of homesteaders and homeless in NYC.
The message of the day: it's time for people
to get together and organize to fight the city's
long planned gentrification efforts. The people
must not be forcibly pushed from the inner cities

0^

The demonstration was endorsed by the
Lower East Side Joint Planning Council, a
homesteaders organization, the Citizens for
Constitutional Rights, and many other groups
of squatters and homesteaders from around
the city.

The demonstration was a very mixed assem­
bly of young and old, black, white, and hispanic;
men, women stad children. They picketed before

City Hall for an hour before proceeding to the
Housing Preservation and Development (HPD)
offices at 1000 Gold Street for the planned
civil disobedience. Unfortunately, timing
was awry and before people could make it 1. co
the HPD offices, - police had barricaded the
building. The demonstration went on, howev^-
Guitars were brought out and people sang
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Homesteaders on 7th street are fighting the city to keep
. their project olive. Why the city won’t sit down and meet with

them this reporter can’t say. The homesteaders are working
hard to up-grade their buildings, but the city Just keeps trying
to push them out. The buildings are safe, clean, and coming
along well. The 7th street homesteaders are also Involved In
the community - styruggllng to Improve their block and
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274 - 270 East 7th Street

Police
as the cinder blocks fell. No one was
and eve one is now back in the buildin
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resided in the building over 5 years - had a
due process in a court of law. However tr.ey
excuse that Mayor Koch had personally ordered
 to evict homesteaders in city-owned buildings.

The 5th Street homesteaders, however were not easi­
ly defeated. They contacted supporters through an evic-
+ ion hot line and returned to their homes the next day
with about forty people and press reporters.
stood by
arrested

HOMESTEADERS DEFY POLICE THREAT
^ARREST AND RE-ENTER THEIR BUILDING
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A small but growing coalition is emerging
around the northwest corner of Central Park to
oppose two pl anned luxury towers. The proposodfwi
buildings, between 109 & 110th and betwoon 110 t q
&. 111th Streets bn Central Park West - Fredoric(^-?
Douglas Boulevard, would bo completely market
rate. And what a market: single bedroons fron <<?
8150,000!

On Friday morning, April 4, the police invaded the
homestead at 557 E. 5th Street, forcing out the residents

" with threats of arrest. Once the building was vacated,
\ HPD began to brick up the building, in violation of the
d right to due process. In essence, the City of New Tork
<1 violated a lav which states that it is a crime to evict
M anyone without notification and a court hearing if they
f have lived in a building for more that 30 days - this law

I applies regardless of whether you are a legal or illegal
! tenant. The cops ordered the homesteaders to vacate immed-
l lately. Ho hum! Some due process!
(1 Also the cops told the homesteaders they were no
Pi longer occupants. Meanwhile, the HPD continued to brick

up the bnj1 di ng, with all their possessions and cats and
dogs inside!

Some officers from the 9th Precinct were quoted as
saying that they understood the homesteaders - many of
whom had
right to
used the
the cops
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—--x7iAsf& m V AB POINT of VIEW:n OiX%A SAt-v THE FIGHT TO SAVE^•'r* ” OUR NEIGHBORHOODS

The Valentines Day Committee for housing justice is
fighting to make real the basic human right of people
to affordable housing. We are responding to the
demands of people for liveable shelter, for defense
against displacement and police brutality. We need a
concrete strategy tor reclaiming the land from which
the rich seek to evict us. We are organizing because
of the anger that we feel over what has been done to
our homes and neighborhoods.e b»nY We will not move. Too many homes have ahead. ,ra avit.v,n&areS s waba-s\ been destroyed, homes of the unemnlns^^ *•*>' a es Xie '«“ISA ing poor. tAe BlaeS -- -

de'asC2nsu^'°% person^ u\urno*.\ Currently between 75-100,000
‘ \o^-tn?nd^a\aF without homes in m- -75,Xn Sue^a "tsonas. otOpiaJvP^ -

d:ido9°exxoe-

_________

/LA LUCHA PARA _
/NUESTROS BARRIOS
/ Estamos luchando hacer realizar el basico derechoi^
humano de tener un hogar. Estamos respondi^Wd^ a las?
demandas del pueblo de tener vivienda asegurada y a
defender a los ciuda”hos contra eyiccion y defensa en

.contra de la brutalidad de la policia. ;•
< Necesitamos una estrategia para reclamar y defender

las casas que Io rico nos quieren botar. Estamos!;,
. organizando por el ira que sentimos sobre Io que ellos se ,ithan hecho a nm ’ ~:'*e '

/ No nos mudaremos! ta —Sjdestruidos, casas de los desempleaoos, w.ijadores pobres ... de las comunidades Afro-americanos y <. ;'Puertoriquenos. Muchos han sufrido. Ya nos basta! | Ma Po°r- dTCU/ n°n)e
i Ahora mismo entre 75,000 a 100,000 personas estan ac- ny have S Z. Black Untualmente sin viviendas en Nueva York. En los ultimos. ered. vy “ Puerto ep^°yed*Vfk aireadv:tres anos se han evictado 90,000 personas, incluida la jly^-rePtly Pave had eodn .^,^orky ,

Senora Eleanor Bumpurs quien fue maztado en su propiajjL^ ^'thopf . °®tvveen 7 n°ugh. mumties 1

„__ , en una manera terroristica. ----ars. 9°'000°/?,es 'n /y '7°Q00qEntre^os anos 1981-84, 36,000 apartamentos rentablesi Pursue rr>UrlfVe y°r^ Cit^e°p^ a
fueron perdidos a co-op y convertidos a condos, edificiosd Merits hrorn 7QfS in\que antenormente vivieron las personas de entrada baja. | i ^uildinoaVe bee^i'^84 Pe lncludSt

Aunque hay que espera 15 affos en las lista de la cuidad ' ' — ■ °st

de viviendas con casi 175,000 personas. Se oye que la
gobierno NYC piensa co-op algunos de los projectos

'■-ultimo esperanza de los pobres. Por ultimo, medio
milion de apartamentos en la ciudad se han 'aban
donados' desde el ano 1970, resultado de una polica
agresiva de disinvertir, cesacion de los servicios publicos
y fuegos. No hace falta decir que han sido los pobres que

, han sentido mas este ataque por la ciudad, los pobres s
! disorganizados. - —j
hces que esta pasando aqui? Los religiosos pro->i

gresivos lo llaman un escandalo moral. Otros Io llamanii
gentrificacion - consequencia del systema capitalists ’
-casas para ganancia. El mismo systema que los ultimo;
anos se ha desplazado en contra de su voluntad I0,00(
-40,000 hogares anualmente en NYC solo. Otros l<

;■ Haman 'deconcentracion spacial', una estrategia nacional1,
i designadozpor HUD y el Pentagon al comienzo de los.
| 70s. Su meta fue/es de eliminar de evictar de los centros1?I urbanos todos que por su clase, su raza y sus perspec-/
I tivos culturarles se han organizados y unidos a una dire- tnositiva yza una manera revoluncionaria. Asi, una'j

—nr-pncion, enfo^ado a dispersar, •
ins aue!

__ .wi iuw in-v uuiion to $9 billion. Localeminent, HPD, and Koch and Co. have bent overbackwards to package our neighborhoods for
destruction, for sale to the rich. They have even 1

5 it to c|ose the ultimate american deal,namely one with the Pentagon and our elected leaders
, against the express wishes of the majority. This was
the sale of a chunk of Staten Island to the nuke in­
dustry and US military, the naked forces of displace­
ment.

So, what the hell is going on here anyway? Pro­
gressive religious people call it a moral scandal
Others call it gentrification, a consequence of the
capitalist housing-for-profit system that has in recent
years managed to displace, against the will of the peo­
ple, between 10-40,000 households a year in NYC
alone. Others are beginning to call it 'spatial

~2~ deconcentration', a national strategy designed bv



continued from page 2 forcing tiie poor out of the inner cities
is the same as moving them into bantustans

v The necessity of freeing the land and reclaiming
buildings, thus taking them out of the hands of the
greedy speculators, and coordinating the most con­
structive use of these is to us self evident. The
necessity of housing the homeless is equally self evi­
dent. Any of us could end up homeless. We affirm the
right to seize any and all unused public property which
is necessary to the people for their very survival. We
do so in solidarity with all the homeless, the displaced,
the exploited We will not collaborate in cutting deals

■ with the city behind the backs of the people, whic h
reward a few poverty pimps and perpetuate the un­
just exploitation of the many. We will not tolerate the
lock-out of the poor from the properties which by all
rights belong to the people. We are not fooled bv
token alternative management programs (HPD
sponsored TIL. 7A and Urban Homesteading pro­
grams) which cannibalize on the sweat and dreams of
the poor if not selling out to the speculators outright.
Often in these programs the poor and working class
people who have rehabilitated these apartments with
their own labor find themselves forced out at a later
date. These programs are nothing but seed money for
rich developers while the city buys time in its plan to 

^displace the poor from these renovated structures.

We encourage people to become involved in the
struggle for affordable low income housing. We en­
courage all to take control of their lives and to band
together to resist the attacks on our communities.
We must unite to defend each other against the
forces of further displacement. We will resist with
direct action. We aim to unite those whose backs are
up against the wall, who have no choice but to stand
up and fight. There are many ways to support the
struggle for people's housing. We call tor the support
of progressive legal teams, trades groups committed
to their communities, church people cultural workers
and others. By coming together through the forma
tion of a city wide united front for people's housing we

~3‘~ will defeat forced relocation.

PUNTO DE VISTA:
Lo hacemos en solidaridad con los desplazados, con la ;

4gente sin vivienda, con todos los explotados. No col- \

I
 laboremos con la ciudad a las espaldas del pueblo, la \

ciudad que da propina a unos pocos para perpetua'ria la '
lexplotacion de muchos. No toleramos mas que evi'ctan a <
Jias pobres de los propiedades en que es el derecho de, <todo el mundo. No nos puedan enganar con los pocos A

1
*programas alternatives' de HPD como las pro^ramas deUrban Homesteading, TIL y 7A que canibalizan en el <

sudor y suenos de los pobres. Estas programas son mas <•

!
bien para sembrar al interes de los ricos. Mientras, la <
ciudad compra mas tiempo para evictar los pobres desde

... las estructuras renovadas.

/Wentamos a la gente que se envuelva en la lucha paraT
yvivienda decente. A dar animo a que todos se controlanj
1 sus vidas y a unir para resistir estos ataques en nuestras:
/ comunidades. Tenemos que reunirnos a defendernos en ’I
/ contra ^le las fuerzas dp desplazimiento y eviccion.
/ ; Resistiramos con la accion directa. Queremos unir a
/ todos que estan listo para luchar. Hay muchas maneras/ de apoyar la lucha del pueblo para viviendas. Llamamos ’j A
/ al apoyo de los abogados progresivos, grupos de obreros :
/ que se realizan su responsibilidad a la comunidad, j A
/ religiosos, artistas y otros. Tenemos que organizarnos en
I una frente unida poi viviendas para derrotar la estrategia

I ; de desplazimiento forzado. Venceremos!

.POINT OF VIEW: continued
/ HUD and the Pentagon in the early '70s. Its goal
/ was/is to remove from urban, corporate centers of
/ power those whose class, racial, and cultural outlook
/ nad led to organization in a positive and revolutionary
/ direction. Thus, a strategy, military in its conception,
/ aimed at dispersal, control and the ultimate genocide
/ of those who might resist. What we call it is not im

portant. What is important is exposing it and stopping

*■ ►
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these
HPD hired
th* ait*
the Lower

i A livaly damonsSra-
tlon was hold on? April

111, In irons of fl(h)<a
ISronx CSfiBura Bowse.
Angry damonsfrators
made It clear that they
would not accept the
acguital of Eleanor
Bumpuirs’ murderer.
Stephen Sullivan, Ed.
Koch, and Benjamin
Ward, higher-ups In
the Bousing Authority
and Boman Besources
Administration, all
helped pull the trigger.
They are ah guilty and
should he punished.
Why Sullivan was let
(off and why Mrs. Bum­
purs’ murder was the
occasion for some of
the sickest racist
posturing in years is
because the state
wants to Intimidate all
of us who fight for our
homes against the war
like forces of displace­
ment and gentrifica­
tion. VJe will not he
moved and justice in
the death of Eleanor
Bumpurs will not bei
denied. The Eleanor
Bumpurs Justice Com­
mittee meets regular­
ly. For more informa­
tion call:

893*3347 or 873-5885;
ash for al

At
on

. .  , . .  removed iron. th* area and have mot been permitted
to live in th* now building because

: it will horns* 1/4 of tho number of
j peopl* that war* displaced in order
to build it.

; In short, tho oity agoncy
responsible for "preservation and
development" will do nearly anything

j to discourage renovations of abandoned' buildings by low incono people.
, Hoonwhilo, vacant buildingo aro
auctioned off choap by HPD to rich
developers and business men. And; wouldn't you know it, th* decision

'! to auction off our homos or toi; legitimate our homesteads rests on
: th* shoulders of a person boon"
to bo th* head of the largest
developer in HYC...HPD.

FOB THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVEM'T
HEARD... a corruption scandal of

i oity officials is sweeping Hew
York City. First brought to light
during tho first suicide attempt
of Quoons Borough President
Donald Manos, they allegations
havo continued to grow. The
charges center around alleged
pay-offs in various oity agencies
including the Parking Violations
Bureau and the Taxi and Limousine
Conniasiona. Mixed up in the
nounting scandal are real estate
dovoloper Michael Lazar, lawyer
Michael Dowd, and several of the
city's top Democratic leaders.

Manos, who wan charged with
aceopting none than a halfBillion dollars in bribes,
ouccooded in connitting suicide
on March IJth. His last official
cot as Quoons Borough President
won to authorize the building of
a barracks style shelter in an
old shoo factory. The plan is non
under flro duo to objections over
tho warehousing of 500 people inone large room.

How the spotlight is on Bronx
Borough President Stanley Friedman
There is nounting evidence that
the corruption is widespread,
oneonpanalog other city agencies.
Mayor Koch has remained aloof,
hoping to sidestep tho dirt and
tho responsibility. City housingdepartments have yet to be touched
by the scandal. Strangely,
however, La aid-February, in the
nidst of the PVB scandals,
Anthony Gliednon, head of HPD -
tho Department of Housing,
Preservation and Development, aFederally funded (HUD) oity agency
responsible
"urban
"resigned

I is about to be replaced by aons«ae
I as yet unknown. So has taken a job
' with Donald Trump, one of theI biggest real estate developers
,, around, owner of Trump Tower and
nunorouq sites around town.

I How, in this oity alone.11 60,000 peopl* spend their lives in
I the street, or close to it. HPD

i '! warehouses hundred* of thousandsI 1 of abandoned units - routinely
tearing down nor* than 2,000 liviccj
units a week. HPD rips th* stair*
out of vacant buildingsand anaaheawater mains and pipes.‘ people finding shelter

, buildings are harassed
;i tough guy* and polioo.
I i of one housing project
! I East Side, people were
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In the Lower East Side many vacant lots of rubble F

have been turned into beautiful gardens and numerous aban-
doned buildings are being repaired and lived in by h6me- F
steaders. Reclaiming these buildings and vacant lots where/

We also need to question if this type of housing
is the answer to homelessness on the L.E.S. There are
grave doubts as to whether it will actually be filled
with low income people since the Federal Government is
no longer subsidizing low income housing (in order to be
profitable, new projects being built tend to have
only a token 20% low income people and these 20% can be
taken from the upper levels of "low income", in other

✓
fl

fl

fl

a beau-
of the
the

Eden. The existance
with the building of
the destruction of the

we once lived - and which are now intended for the middle
class - is a first step in stopping the city's plan to
kick minorities and the poor (us!) out of our neighbor­
hood. It is very important that we stick together inspite
of personal differences and squabbles so that the city
cannot pick us off one by one. It is only by defending
each other that we can begin to grow into a force that
can stop our forced removal from the neighborhood.

The city, who sees our unity as a danger, was be­
hind some recent dirty tricks aimed at dividing our
forces. Then falsely created the issue: garden v.s.
housing. There are many unused vacant lots in the L.E.S.
but it was insisted that a new $13 million, 189 unit
housing project could only be built precisely on the
block where the Garden of Eden stood. Furthermore,
even if these buildings were to be built on that block
it would have been possible to do it WITHOUT destroying
the Garden.
draw up a plan
ed down by the

We see no
tiful thing as
Garden was not
housing project.
Garden because of
and deal with the
will never happen
housing groups did not have the vision to defend the
Garden and expose the city's dirty dealings in this case.

Even the project's architects offered to
that included the Garden, only to be turn­
city.
excuse for the destruction of such
the Garden of
contradictory

Justifying
a political difference on how to approach
city's threats is a tragedy we hope
again. It is a real shame that some

C
C
C
F
?
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words no welfare, S.S.I., or minimum wage earners etc ).
If this $13 million in Federal money had been

given to the poor and homeless who make up the homestead
movement, instead of the A.B. Herman company, who stand
to make a mint, just think what could have been done with
itl Homesteaders can renovate and repair abandoned build­

ings for under $5,000 per apartment (and often far under).
This means we could have made over 2,500 derelict apart­
ments liveable, providing housing for over 12 times as^.

i many people and including those people forced out in^ffiLj

the past. .

fl

fl THE GARDEN OF EDEN
fl BULLDOZED JAH.8. 1080

fl
fl
fl

Homelessness, further is a problem
created by the city itself. The
block where the Garden of Eden stood

is a good example of.how the ci tv
destroys neighborhoods. The city
calls it "land clearing". Peoole
were run out of buildings all along
Eldridge and Stanton Streets through
a process cf neglect, arson,
and a "closed eyes" policy encourag­
ing heroin dealina. Others left "vol­
untarily" after being promised a place

in a housing project to be built in 2 years, and after
15 years they are still waiting! The then empty build­
ing^— although on the most part still structurally
sound—were torn down. In the end 400 existing units
(apartments) were destroyed to make way for only 189
new ones. The community is destroyed, profits fill the
pockets of the developers, once again the peopled right
to land is trampled on by private property, and a beau­
tiful garden, the work of 12 years, is bulldozed.

The city sets up alot of bureaucratic red tape when
we try to negotiate with it. There are all kinds of rules
regulations, processes etc. that are set up only to dis­
courage and confuse us. We only have to look at the
process that was involved in legally becoming a home­
stead to see this! We are expected to follow a lengthy

bureaucratic process to the "T" when trying to deal with
the city. However when the city deals with us, they feel

=57 Jree to conveniently forget due nrocess and even break
______________________________________________CONTINUED ON PAGE ®

THE GARDEN DIDN'T HAVE TO BE DESTROYED
ONE OF THE ARCHITECT'S PLANS SHOWING HOW
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people showed up.
garden and singing
fire into the night.

The
lively r...
costumes,
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w .iwound its way
< $ing for dirt.
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at any time of year
that this is the only is-
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city of souls.. Its concentric
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_ experience. Its central circle, the *
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w- -us made of flowers."The garden, which, was featured in an issue of Natior

Geographic Magazine, had no lock, no door and no gate to
hang a lock on. All were welcome to J “'’•k o
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surprise bulldozer attack,carried out clearly illegially

with unsigned demolition papers, occurred in the early
morning hours of January 8, 1986. In only 1 hou^s time,

95% of the Garden itself was destroyed.
Neighborhood kids and "Friends of the Garden" have

been unearthing what remains of the Garden from under-

the rubble. Spring flowers are now in bloom.
first day of Spring, March 20, an all day long

I

In 1979 Federal money became available to
a plan was devised to build a housing project on the

block where the Garden stood. Adam took the case
Federal Court on .'Augufif 23, 1 7S5 to appeal the
to destroy the garden. The city ignored the fact that
case was in Federal Court and began to destroy the Garden.
On September 24, 1985, bulldozers made their first attack

destroying a hand laid stone wall, some black walnut trees
the largest open-to-the-public black raSberry patch in’
Manhattan, a large trampoline and a stage. The second Frq

and banners. A flower was
-iddle of St. Marks Place

i" (about 20 feet long)
^market look-/

Chjnese /

■In 1973, Adam Purple, an organic gardener, began
sifting through the rubble on a vacant lot on Eldridge
Street between Stanton and Rivington. For twelve years ■
he, along with the"Friends of the Garden", worked to
create a paradise of fruit and nut trees, flowers, herbs

and other beautiful plants. A friend of the garden des­

cribed it this way:
"Sitting in the Garden

it is easy

_____ ■ iInspite of the cold weather, over 50"

We had a wonderful day working on the

, reciting poems and eating around a

c festival was proceeded the week before by a
march through the L.E.S. by over 100 people with

—, drums, noise makers
ilanted in the asphalt in the mi.

world's largest earthworm'
through the streets and a supe
It's now happily living on the

Tree^in the Garden of EdenfiS
• > -

—..iiNUED FROM PAGE
their own laws. The Garden of Eden was bulldozed on

■ January 8 eventhough the case of the destruction of the

■ Garden was still in Federal Court at the time. Further-
jmore, the demolition of the Garden, which caused several

■ million dollars damage, was illegal because the demolition
1 order was unsigned! The Federal Court has now ruled that
■ the city acted in "bad faith" in this case and has been
■ ordered "to show cause why sanctions should not be imposed
• against it". In other words the court ruled that the
'city has acted wrongly and is ordered now to bring for­

ward any reasons why it should not compensate the
of the Garden" for the damage done.

We hope that in the future we will be able to

I
 together so that no more gardens are bulldozed and

homesteads are evicted. Let?s not be tricked into divid­
ing our forces by false issues created by the city or

others, such as the Garden of Eden v.s. housing. Let's
stop being victims of the city's games and take steps

| to save our neighborhoods and reclaim a ba ndo ned^bu i 1<^- *
r ings and vacant lots.

- DEFEND OUR HOMESTEADS AND GARDENS!
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people with money to travel to
or to get out of the city alto-
to either get you out or to make
won't be able to resist the next

aren't repaired
out; junkies move
government wi th-
like sanitation

It may be that the evidence from these
cost Ward her 1 ife.
her evidence came from books and papers
public. H.U.D.'s 1979 Guidebook contains

neighborhoods as an open
the result of a sweep-
the mil itary/corporate/
that are political. The

HOW IT UORKS
The process of spatial deconcentration has two phases.

and remember, a neighborhood

Buildings
burn them
them; the
services,

In the first, as we all know
is permitted to go to hell.
and landlords are allowed to

l in and the police don't stop
holds money needed for basic
and health care; banks refuse to make loans to local

Casper (Die Hord) Weinberger, Secretary
of Defence, at a recent "Build For WW III
conference at the Pentagon, points out a
^eYi1^rou^5^e spots that need to be "ironedout".

In January of 1980 Yolanda Ward, a black housing
activist, made a speech to a conference of community act­
ivists from around the country. Shortly after this speech
was given she was murdered. The murder remains unsolved
but many people believe it was the handiwork of the fed­
eral government.

Ward's speech revealed that the "gentrification"
scheme plaguing minorities and poor people in many
American cities is not just the result of greedy real
estate speculators viewing our
market to be exploited. It is
ing national plan developed by
government complex for reasons
aim of this plan is to destroy the growing political
power of the poor in the cities

According to Ward and other activists involved,
the government began devising this plan in the late
1960's in the wake of the inner-city riots. Intelligence
agencies, business corportations and the military were
pressed into service to discover the "cause" of urban

i violence and to prevent it from happening again. Of
course they were not going to admit that the causes
were poverty, unemployment, poor education or racial
discrimination. No. Capitalism works - for them.
Instead they concluded that the cause of the riots was
the concentration of poor people and minority groups in
the inner-city. They are afraid of us when we work to­
gether, forming our own community and eventually forming
a rebellious mass which they cannot control. We can
vote as a block and elect our own people. We present a
political threat to the white ruling class when we are
organized.

The military/corporate/government complex thought up
a plan called "spatial deconcentration". Spatial decon-

centratior>means thinning out our numbers (and therefore
our political clout)by driving us from the cities, disper­
sing us throughout the metropolitan area and suburbs,
and controlling the way we re-concentrate - preventing us
from rejoining our former groupings!

HOUSING:
MAVIS WE rBEEK! F0@MT0M@ TME BDOMT BATTLE?

^businesses. The neighborhood becomes less and less
liveable and people start to move out if they can.

The government establishes impossible homestead
laws and refuses to finance home-improvement projects.
But, it will provide

jother neighborhoods,
jgether. The goal is
I you so weak that you
I phase.
i In phase two the now-abandoned property is reclaimed
| ‘or the white middle class. Housing is renovated and sold

Ito the so-called 'yuppies'. We are all familiar with
I this process.
|WHAT'S REALLY GOING ON?

j What is unfamiliar is Yolanda Ward's evidence. She
|found out that this gentrification process was a massive
j nation wide policy made by the military and the government

land backed by the wealthy business interests to weaken
|the political power of the minorities and the poor.

Ward and other activists backed their theory up
I with papers stolen from the files of the H.U.D. offices

I in Washington.
jsecret documents

I But much of
| avail able to the _________
|a lot of information about "spatial deconcentration".

I There are also government and military exoerts who have
| published books and papers advocating that such a policy
! be adopted by the government. CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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WHO GETS THE MONEY

ing

It is their goal

'jncompromising that we once again consitiute a threat.

money
groups

we lose in court
side. We should

gets
pimps.

For
has

$960,000 (not listed in Phone
book).

In the long run,
want to throw us out.
one part of the
another faction.
kind of 1iving con-

cven when the law is
be suspicious of

to drive us into the river. This

in our community they make then with.
they don't want to help us out, they
Often they will make concessions to
community in order to pit it against
The only time we will really get the
ditions we wane is when we are so organized and unified
and
That is to say, when they have to worry about being thrown
into the river£3

Consortium of Low Income Cooperatives
81,050,000. They are located at
110th and Amsterdam, 749-0602.

Brooklyn Ecumenical Cooperatives,

FIGHTING THE RIGHT BATTLE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
Have we been fighting the wrong cattle in this war?

years our confusion about tne nature of gentrification
led to disillusionment and bitter dissentions - creat-
uncooperative situations within our groups. It's a

CLASSIC: divide and conquer. We've
been fighting under the assumption that the struggle is
•local and economic only. We've known that the govern­
ment is not an innocent party to city problems, but Ward's
evidence proves the close connections between it and
private market forces in driving the minorities and the
poor out of the cities. It's a national program and it's
underlying causes are political.
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR.XJS?

It means that we are at war with the government. We
cannot expect HPD, HUD, City Hall or the federal govern­
ment to obey their own laws or to honor their own agree­
ments.

is why
on our

any deals the government wants to make and nerhaos of those 

for
Community and Environmental De­
sign Consortium for Low Incomo
Cooperatives, L.E.S., 81,510,00°'
They are located atl60 Lexington
Avenue on 50th Street, 685-5169
Urban Homestead Assistance Board

These groups will often chan-
el monies to "smaller fish" loc­

ated in "target" neighborhoods.
jphese are the ones supposed to
carryout the rehabilitation with
other contracted groups. In other 
words, its a long way from the top
to the bottom. By the time these
"poverty pimps" have been paid off,

large chunk of the money is gone.
t takes organization, cooperation

and struggle to get what we need
Jionetheless, money turned into
esources for the building helps
> get on it

New YOfU Sthto Governoi
Cuomo recently announced the
first awards granted under the
state’s new Low Income Housing
Trust Fund. This money is sup­
posed to be used to rehabili­
tate abandoned and delapidated
buildings for low-income people^ &
Instead this money often
spent on getting poverty
fat, or on expanding bureaucra
of the middle class. The only
way to insure that these funds
which como from the taxes that
WE pay, gets back into the hands
Qf people is to fight for it.
First, we must identify the or­
ganizations to whom this
has gone. Some of these
are as follows:
Pratt Institute - Center

New York City Department of
Housing Preservation and Dev-
elopmont, $5,°°°,°°°« These
funas probably wound up at the
Til office or the Urban Home­
steading Program located at
75 Maiden Lane (lower Bway)

West Harlem Community Organization
8845,000. Located at 116th Street
and 7-8 Avonue, 678-5660

WHO NEEDS THE MONEY



all this is that the Traditional People may be

Now, comes the confusing part and some of the popular distor­
tions. The US Government has been fostering the myth that there
has been a long standing dispute over the JUA between the Hopi
and Navajo who share it. Therefore, they had to step in and
facilitate a settlement to this conflict: Public Law 93-531, passed
by Congress in 1974. This law decided several things for the
Native People on the JUA. One: a barbed wire fence would be
put up dividing the area into exclusively Hopi and Navajo lands.
Two: anybody on the wrong side of the fence will be relocated.
About 10,000 Dineh are said to be on Hopi Land and can not be
moved to their side because there is no remaining land available.
Only about 100 Hopi are on what is now considered Navajo land,
and have already moved. Three: a 90% reduction in livestock
(herding of sheep, goats, and other livestock has been at the

The case of Big Mountain begins before written record, before
white settlers invaded the shores of what we call america. The
IHopi and Dineh Nation (Navajo) have always inhabited the area
called The Four Corners, although during the Kit Carson Wars
tmany Navajo were killed or moved to Fort Sumner in New Mex­
ico. Yet, in 1882 under a presidential order from Chester A. Ar­
thur, approximately 4,000 sq. miles were set aside for the Hopi
and “such other Indians...” known as the Joint Use Area (JUA)
iin North Eastern Arizona. In 1921 oil was discovered and the pro-
hblem arose of how to negotiate with the Indians. The Bureau of
Undian Affairs (BIA), a government agency, created a Navajo
Tribal Council (a supposedly representative body) granting all
lleasing authority to the BIA. In 1934 Congress enacted the Indian
Reorganization Act mandating that the Indian Nations adopt an
selective tribal council, European style, with which the developers
ccould negotiate. Because most of the Traditional Hopi refused to
wote, the election “lost” to the few “progressive” puppets. The
rmajority of Hopi and Dineh don’t recognize the authority of
(these councils. They have their own government, culture, and
lllanguage. Their life style has always been self-sufficient and dic­
tated by respect and harmony with the earth. The Hopi are the
coldest continuous race living in North America. In 1949 Kerr
IMcGee Corp, discovered uranium deposits and in 1951 mining
;and milling operations began. Also, in the 195O’s coal was
idiscovered by Peabody Coal Co. who began stripmining. The
icoal is slurried by pipeline contaminating much of the water sup-
jply. Oil and natural gas as well as other minerals are also aban-
idant in this part of the country.

“'The outcome o
forced completely off their land, opening it up for mineral ex­
ploitation, with all new leases being authorized by the Hopi
Tribal Council. Present living conditions at Big Mountain are
more and more difficult with serious shortages of food and water
becoming a reality. Pl 93-531, also known as the Navajo-Hopi
Land Settlement Act, is obviously motivated by energy develop­
ment on the JUA. This law was passed as a result of a 24 - year
campaign by special interest attorneys, some of whom were under
contract to both the Hopi Tribal Council and Peabody Coal, Co.,
the largest lease holder on indian lands. In the past most of the
energy leases have been granted to the Navajo Tribal Council as
they have much more land than the Hopi and it is those areas that
have been developed so far. With the completion of PL 93-531
the newly cleared land will now settle the real dispute, between
the Tribal Councils, who greedily argue over more destruction
and who will get paid for it. For obvious reasons the Navajo
Tribal Council is not particularly happy about this so they appear
to be more on the side of the Navajo People than in the past. The
dispute then becomes more real to the average person getting
his/her information from the straight press. Although in the past
there have been problems between the Hopi and Navajo, they (
have found their own solutions and have been co-existing
peacefully for the last 100 years. The Traditional Hopi and Nava­
jo insist they are unified on this relocation issue and need no out­
side interference. Besides, they do not benefit from these leases in
any way.

Much of the Four Corners is already contaminated by radia­
tion because of lax safety regulations and major accidents like the
1 billion gallons of highly radioactive water released into the Rio
Puerco River in New Mexico when a mill tailings dam broke. Of
the 150 Navajo miners who worked at Shiprock, N.M., 18 died of
radiation induced lung cancer. In 2 years 20 more were dead and
another 95 contracted respiratory cancer and other related ill­
nesses. Animals have also been contaminated so that internal
organs have deteriorated. Further mining and development will
use up or contaminate all the remaining land and water creating a
“National Sacrifice Area”, which even the Government has ad­
mitted would be uninhabitable. For the several hundred people
who have voluntarily relocated health and mental illness have in­

ARIZONA

center of Big Mountain people’s life styles for centuries).
Livestock has been confiscated regularly for 50 years on Hopi
Lands and since 1981, when the BIA began issuing permits for
livestock. Only 249 out of 9,500 Dineh residents have been allow­
ed to keep their animals. The BIA contends this was done to
regulate grazing areas, etc. (this is ostensibly part of the
“dispute”: Hopi are angry at the Navajo for crowding in on their
territory and destroying their farming land) yet the people have
managed for hundreds of years to graze their animals without
“destroying” the land. Four: a federal order prohibites any con-
struction or building improvements on Navajo land.

creased dramatically and many have lost the Government homes
they were “given” when they could not meet the demands of
mortgages and creditors. In the tract homes in border towns these
Indigenous People can not practice their way of life, the only way
they know. Many have returned to Big Mountain. These are the
facts of the situation for the Hopi and Navajo on the JUA. There
is much more going on than can be discussed here like the huge
cost of this relocation to the American taxpayers and the corrup­
tion uncovered in the Federal Relocation Commission. Every day

1
_new “solution” bills are being introduced by various misguided
"legislators, none yet which has fully answered all the questions.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12



"In cur traditional tongue there Is no lucrd for
relocation. Tb max auc.y means to disappear and
never be seen again. “ etuiim — riiliLi

The deadline for relocation is slated for July 7, 1986. The main
way for people to help is to write letters to Congress, Senate, and
various committees involved in carrying out the relocation pro­
cess. I’m not 1005sS convinced it will work, but the Legal
Defense/Offense Committee says they can see the positive results
of this international letter campaign. Only “officials” who’ve
heard from their constituents want to talk to lobbyists on behalf
of Big Mountain. You don’t have to be a registered voter to write.
to your Government employees. The other way to help is to get as
informed as possible and pass it on. You can also set up events us­
ing resource materials available thru the support groups and
distribute as much literature as possible. Anybody who wants to
go to Big Mountain should definitely be in touch with the
Flagstaff office so they can explain what’s going on and the need
to be self-sufficient. This includes bringing water in. It is still
unclear what action will be taken on July 7 and how people will
be able to plug in at that time. We can not impose our ideas of
“support” on the Hopi and Navajo - we must take direction from
them on their terms

Ora Dofforaso O(? SQGFod LLorodl._____________________
There are many forced relocations of all over the world in­

cluding the Lower East Side. The Garden of Eden’s total oblitera­
tion is very similar to Big Mountain in the sense that everybody
loses except the Government and the developers. In both cases
healthy land is being contaminated in the name of helping people.
At Big Mountain the energy companies “need” the resources to
supply energy to Los Angeles, Las Vegas, and Reno. At the
Garden of Eden the City of New York “needs” the resources to
develope a low income housing project with no guarantees of ac­
tually being for low income people from the Lower East Side.

his is the insanity of our system; there are ways to meet housing
and energy needs without destroying the earth or people. For in­
stance solar energy is far safer and cheaper than what we use now
and housing projects could always include gardens. Divide and
conquer is the tactic always employed and it works incredibly
well. The people end up homeless, nature and food sources are
destroyed, and the media myths prevail as the truth. Pauline
Whitesinger says: “In our traditional tongue there is no word for
elocation. To move away means to disappear and never be seen
gain.”- _ .

£^000,030000000000000
For Into, and updates, resource materials for distribution, or

contributions of any typo contact:

JUA Legal Defense/Offense Committee
2501 IJ. 4th Street, suite 10
Flagstaff, AZ. 0GG01
602-774-5233

or
Big mountain Support Group, NYC
c/o AlCIi, Oth Floor
042 Broadway
Ilow York, N.Y. 10003
212-530-0100

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
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Land is just as much a natural right as the air we
breathe- which is the only thing yet that they haven't
found a way to own and make us nay for. •.‘i

deeply involved in the anti-nuclear
squatting struggles. The complex
blocks of flats which were squatted
a few years ago. Inspite of this

South Bronx, site of military-style de-population
throughout the seventies is also the home of the

zation, a loose network
Recently,two buiId­

le cancell -

X
z programs
O Children's Park Neighborhood Organi
||.of direct action community activists. Recently
L-a ings seized by the community were faced with trn

ation of their leases (i.e. their'right* to live by 'sweat
equity'). The reason given by the HPD office was the in­
ability of the tenants to meet their liability insurance
payments; this, despite the fact that the insurance com­
pany had jacked up the coats to per building (a 20%
increase over 2 years)! Pohani Insurance Company, 279-8300,
is the extortion racket that is most used by HPD and other
housing groups to steal money from tenants, monies which
could be better utilized for repairing the buildings
for low-income and homeless people to live in. The 1

tenants are resisting this attack and warn other homestea<Z«rs
about the criminal and corrupt HPD-Insurance Company man- I

-euvers.

SHANTYTOWN
SHANTY TOWN - Northeast side of 6th Street

between Avenues C and 0
A group of homeless people building homes for

themselves and other homeless people, providing food
for those who need it,with the aid and assistance of
people with homes. The people of Shanty Town, with
attorneys provided by the Center for Constitutional
Rights have filed suit against the city of N.Y. for their
rights to a decent and safe place to live. They have
charged the city with creating homelessness instead of
alleviating homelessness as required by the State Constit­
ution. The city seeks to violate the right of Freedom
of^Speech by evicting these homeless people and driving
the poor from NYC. They further charge that the city
seeks to intensify their problems by thowing them out
of their homes they built for themselves. This law­
suit would determine the rights of homeless people to
use squandered and wasted city land to provide for them­
selves instead of confining them in concentration camps
for the nnor, as ordered by Mayor Ed Koch.

WORLD
Hamburg, West Germany

Around New Year's there was a festival of European
activists at the Hafenstrasse complex in Hamburg,
West Germany. The Hafenstrasse has always housed a var­
iety of active people
anti-police-state and
is comprised of 3 big
in 1981 and legalized 
very heavy eviction attempts were made at the end of 1985.
As part of their defence the excellent people organized
the festival. But the German state is none too pleased
that the resistance is still not stamped out, despite its
efforts to SANITIZE Berlin, wipe out the powerful squat­
ting movement there, etc.

Earlier in December the police made a big attempt to
evict the buildings. But-the police FAILED because thou­
sands of people turned out in front of the houses, armed
to the teeth and prepared for outright war! They would
not move, even when the police declared that if they did
not "there would be deaths"! After several hours the
police retreated. There is now a court case being pursued
by the occupants, challenging the legality of the eviction.

German squatters/homesteaders, incidently, call them­
selves "Bezetzers", meaning "occupiers". Homesteads/squats
themselves are called "occupied houses".

Thanks to Crowbar,a squatters newspaper from London,
for this news.
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WHILE “WARE
HOUSED"APART­
MENTS WERE
EMPTY.REMTS WOULD

SOAR.PEOPLE
WOULD HAVE
TO SLEEP ON
THE STREET



Why Sgua~t? If you are forced to live on the street, or in a so-
called shelter, you squat because you need a roof over your head.
Squatting then, is basically about securing a home. But in addition
to these more immediate reasons, there are others as well. The forced
relocation of the poor and the middle-income not so poor from the
Lower East Side, East Harlem, Harlem, Clinton, etc. has been in op­
eration for many years. The reasons for this spatial deconcentration
of the poor through arson, unjust rent increases, and illegal evic­
tions are twofold: on the one hand, the rich want the land to make
profits through gentrification, to profit off of your home, on the
other hand, the Federal government wants to insure control of the
cities across the U.S. in the event of new imperialist wars abroad and
the resulting anti-war movements at home. They don't want a repeat of
the riots of the last decades. Hence, relocation of the poor, Blacks,
Puerto Ricans and whites from places like the Lower East Side has both
economic and control (national security) motives. The only way to
insure the availability of housing for yourself if you are not rich is
to defend yourself and your neighbors against evictions (defense) and
to seize available unused, habitable public property as part of the
peoples' right to housing (offense). Squatting or walk-in homestead­
ing is the best way to prevent further speculation in our neighbor­
hoods and thus prevent more evictions of the poor (that's us!). Let's
take back our neighborhood out of the greedy grasp of the rich!!!
How to Squat? These are some suggestions if your group is looking to
homestead a building. Remember, only a small percentage of homesteads
are legal and those that are can become outlaws at the whim of HPD.
So the moral of this story is to seize and improve the property first,
negotiate, etc. second. The first thing is to locate an abandoned
building, preferably one that's City owned. Enter the building (no
more than two or three people) at an appropriate hour (no spies)
through an appropriate entrance (hidden) in the rear or side of the
building or via the roof (skylight, roof next door). Check for
condition of roof i.e. how do the cross beams, parapet walls, brick
work, water damage, and basement supports look? And what about the
central stairs, the remaining plumbing, floor boards, debris, etc.?
Remember the City has neglected many of these properties for years,
you can expect the buildings to be in pretty rough shape. Don’t
despair! You’d be surprised what you and your skilled neighbors can
do! If your group decides the building is workable you want to choose
an appropriate time (say, early Sunday morning) to install a front
door and to secure the entire building well. This should only be done
when you are ready to stay in the building. Put the number of the
building on your new door, your group's name, etc. Begin receiving
mail there. This will often cool out the authorities who may see you
as homesteaders rather than trespassers. It might be helpful to seek
local Community Board support, although this may raise significant
security issues. There are people in the neighborhood who can help
you with locating water and electricity. Finally, remember, you have
a right to a home. Everyone who lives in a City building, no matter
how you got there, cannot be evicted without legal due process (court)
if you have lived in the place for 30 days or more. This is the law!
Police, Marshalls, goons, bureaucrats, etc. cannot evict you...but
they might try. That is why we’ve formed Eviction Watch... to protect
homesteaders from the injustice and lawlessness of forced relocation.
Call or contact us:
St. Valentine’s Day Committee
for Housing Justice

Eviction Watch 529-STOP



'ftTTaWs^ar^orced‘out and ^e co-op plan can go thru via the
landlord.

On Saturday night the cops ordered everyone out of the apart­
ments on Ave. B, based on an annonymous phone call warning of
imminent danger of the back wall collapsing. Finally, on Monday
the 28th, police arrived with a "full vacate order" and carried out
the Illegal "legal eviction". A representative from Vickers Mgmt.
at the scene of the crime, said that he had heard nothing about
the vacate order until Monday morning. A cop guarding the en­
trance to the buildings said that the city had "known for a week"
about the condition of the back wall and that the building depart­
ment had determined the structure was too dangerous for people
to stay.

Legally the residents of 41 and 43 Ave. B must now prove the
buildings deterioration is due to the landlords negligence. If they
can not prove this in court they will then lose their right to move
back in and the city will simply claim the building as
“condemned" only to be redeveloped for the new pioneers of
the Lower East Side. Since theoretically a landlord inherits the
problems of former owners the present landlord, who bought the
building in October, should be found negligent.

floor, nail down recycled tin sheets - from windows in your
homestead - on to the damaged areas of the roof. Oyerlap
the sheets to cover the whole area. Goop down the edges
with
over
this
the sides and at the same time, divert the streams of wate
that naturally flow into those valleys. Next time it
rains, check out if these rows of bricks are accurately
arranged in and make direction changes if needed.

When you are ready to fix the roof right,call up a
few roofers from the "yellow pages". They give free
estimates. When they arrive, pick their brains on what
techniques they would use to fix your particular roof s
ailments. Thank th and then plan it as a group project!

good supply house is Standard on Chrystie Street

asphalt roof coating. "Acquire" a tarpaulin to lay
the tin, the kind "Con-Ed" and "Ma Bc'l" use. If
is not possible, plastic will do. With bricks, secun
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pet from the colirts. This situation is especially terrible when it
happens today because there is simply no place to go once we
lose our apartments -unless of course we have the money to pay
1,000 dollars or more a month rent! Refusing to repair buildings
■s Just another way to kick us out of our neighborhood. It appears
that Vickers manages over 300 rent stabilized or rent controlled
buildings In NYC and owns an additional 100 or so buildings. Ac­
cording to another Vickers tenant In a building on the upper west
side repairs are almost non existent, yet new yuppie tenants
move in all the time. Perhaps if we can find out enough about
these other buildings Vickers runs we can start a city wide rent
strike against them. As recent trends indicate all rental buildings
with rich tenants go co-op and all rental buildings too poor to co- /iM
■2P are subject to neglect, terror, and poor services until the 1
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EST AMOS ORGANIZANDONOS PARA....

PARAR DESALOJOS!
LOS DESALOGOS/DESAHUCIOS SON UN PROCESO BRUTAL Y VIOLENT©
QUE DESTRUYE LAS VIDAS DE INDIVIDUOS Y FAMILIAS COMPLETAS.

I ELIZABETH MAGNUM (BROOKLYN-1980) y ELEANOR BUMPURS (BRONX-1984)
FUERON ASESINADA POR LA POL1CIA DURANTE UN DESALOJO.

tMARY FINCH (BRONX-1985) SE QUITO LA VIDA MAS BIEN QUE ENCARARSE A
LA HUMILLACION DE SER TIRADA A LA CALLE.

190,000 DESAHUCIOS EN LOST ULTIMOS TRES ANOS EN NYC.
160,000 SIN HOGAR Y MAS DE 2 MILLIONES 2,000,000 EN LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS. |

? ESTA USTED SIENDO DESALOJADA/O PORQUE... ?
NO PUEDE PAGAR?

EL DUENO QUIERE USAR SU
APARTAMENTO PERSONALMENTE?

VAN A CONVERTIRLO EN COOPERATIVA
O CONDOMINIO?

LE ENCERRARON SUS COSAS?
NO LE DAN SERVICIOS O REPARACIONES?

HUBO EN FUEGO?

LE AMENAZARON O MOLESTARON?
SE ACABO SU "SECCION 8"?
NO TIENE REPRESENTACION LEGAL?
OCUPA UN APARTAMENTO "INVALIDO"?
LA CIUDAD QUIERE CERRA EL EDIFICIO?
ES IMMIGRANTE SIN PAPELES?
QUIEREN SACARLO SU NEGOCIO?

AYUDE A PONER FIN A LOS DESALOJOS EN SU BARRIO
EN HARLEM EN LOISAIDA

HARLEM RECLAMATION PROJECT
831-6561

VALENTINES DAY COMMITTEE w w w
585-6272 / 673-4187 / 505.5692_____* ! ”

COALICION CONTRA LOS DESAHUCIOS
P.O., BOX 952 CANAL ST. STATION *■

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10013

537 £./3
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