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THE MAGAZINE FOR THOSE WHO REFUSE T0 MOVE

EL COMITE DEL DIA DE VALENTINE POR JUSTICIA DE VIVIENDA
THE VALENTINES DAY COMMITTEE FOR HOUSING JUSTICE
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— WCONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 FoTClDE whe poor out of the inner cities

is the seme as moving them into bantustana.
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* The necessity of freeing the land and reclaiming
buildings, thus taking them out of the hands of the
greedy speculators, and coordinaung the maost con-
structive uwse of these s to us self ewident, The
necessity of housing the homeless 15 equally self ewvi
dent, Any of us could end up homeless. We affirm the
right to seize any and all unused public property which
s necessary to the people for ther very sutvival. We
do so i solidarity with all the homeless, the displaced,
the exploited. We will not collaborate in cutting deals
with the city belind the backs of the people, whih
i reward a few poverty pimps and perpetuate the un
ust exploitation of the many. We will not tolerate the
!nck-nut of the poor from the properies which by all
nights belong to the people We are not fooled by
token Calternative’ management programs  (HPD
sponsored TIL, 7A and Urban Homesteading preoe
grams) which canmbalize on the sweal and dreams o -
the poor if not selling out to the speculators vutright
Ciften in these programs the poor and workmg o lass
people wha have rehabilitated these apartments with
thewr own labar find themselves forced out at a later
date, These programs are nothing but seed money for
rich developers while the city buys ume v its plan to
pdisplace the poor from these renovated structures.
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We encourage people to become wmvalved n the

al 4 Struggle for affordable low income housing. We wn:

L ?Pug courage all to take control of ther lives and to hand

;_E'-""Eﬁmu'h 4 together to resist the attacks on our communities.

"““t}naﬂ We must unite to defend each ather apainst the

WM, 3 forces of further displacement. We will resist with

‘__Dﬂfl-,"'{-" e direct action. We aim to unite those whose backs ane

0 aale R up against the wall. who have no choce but o staned

[ i h_mwng, up and hght. There are many ways o supprt thes

E ik struggle for peoples |'|I:Il...|5l.ﬂ|'e;_ VYo call fowre thie LIVTHRTRT

= of progressive legal teams, tradies Eroupn Lol el

- to their communibes. church Eﬂﬂlﬂp vialtural wiarkeirs
and others. By conng toget

: wr throoeh the forma
ton of a aity wide united front for people’s Bousig e
== will defeat forced relocation
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SQUATTERS STAND UP
TO NEW YORK CITY .

Valantinens Day '"B6 - At moon om this
cold and gray day, about ome hundred and
fifty peopls gathersd befors New Tork's
City Hall to protest the city's end the
H.F.D.'s treatsent of homestesders Bnd equat-=
#r8, They aimed to force the H.F.D.'s head,
Anthony Glliedmann to meek wlth group leadera
ke bas refussd To speoak with. The deaonstre-
tors majlm dezmand was for amnesty for low in-
come people living in city owned abandoned
buildings, a statute which has mlready bean
pasaad in Philadelphia and other clties,

KAAAKAXKAAKL

The demcostration was sndoraesd by the
Lowar East Side Jolnt Flanning Counsil, a
bhomspteaders orgenizaticon, the Cltlizens [or
Conetitutional Righte; and many othear groups
of sguattera and homesteadars from arsund
the city.

chanted before bewlldered office workera and
city officials. “We don't want what Glisdssnon
aells, we want homes not hotelsl®™ wam ome of |
the cheants; aa well as "Gliedmann's the pilap,
the clty's the whore, he breaks pecplea’ home-
otesds and sells them for morasl®
Shooting and chanting, demonstrators made

thelr way through the Wall St. area to 75 Helden
Lans, the HFD'a other office building. Twanty
or a0 pecple managed to get in and occupy the
affices befors the police barricades moved in.
They watched wngrily as demcaostrators greaw so
1oud that workers lm the offlces, aven on the
top floors of the bullding, were distracted from
Ifrog thelr work. Since sound deovices were pro-
hiblted ; dhoonstratlon lemders took o stand in
the sguares before thes bullding, spiritedly da-
nounciog clty houslang officimals for corruption
and etupldity.

At the mEme time, at 100 Gold Strest, two
damonatrators were caught in the HFD offlicea
and charged with trespassing. The demonstro-
tion immediately made its way back to that
bullding for a fipal rally¥. As the two wearas
brought out and plaged im the paddy wagon,
police announced that emnoyons ruliining in tha

arem would be arresated. The dezonstration,
howeswer, did not disssseables until the twe

ware taken awsy. The two arrestesss ware re-
leased after spending the night in jeil.

The alm of these cccupations was to force
Glledmann to aeet with homssteaders who werns
facing eviction battles inm court.

The Valentines Day demo waa the first in
a mariesn of sctionm thet will dramatize the
plight of homenteaders and homeleas inm WTC.

The memangs of the day: it's time for psopls

to get together and organize to fight the city's
loog planned geotrificatiom efforts. The people
puat oot he forcibly pushed from the imner sities

The demonstration was a very mixed anssa-

bly of youog and old, bleck, whites, and hispanic;

mon, womsn #nd children. They plcketed beflore

City Hall for an bBour bafors procosdlog to She
‘Aousing Freservation acd Development (HFD)
affices &t 1000 Gold Street for the plarned
civil diascbediance. Unfortunately, tlaing
‘Wan awry and befors people could make L% L. 00
the HPFD offices, - police had barricaded T
building. The demonatratiocn went om, howcres

Gultears wars brought out and ptﬂplu mang | -I;"":i
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thesa repars, he did

fo leave 22 apariments
they were in immindsnt

red in housing court B
Even ifouwgh thi ienans

April 281h, According to
This is he “juslice” that we

COMTINUED ON PAGEALS

woman with emphysemd Was

aliowed the builing 1o deterorale. Now

B in a chair and pokce refused o allow

baskings acise
unyana 1o ro-unter the apartment io gel her
j fe one resident the
ngent Vickars Mo [located a1 428 E.

Terants ai 41 ard 43 Ava éﬁnﬂaﬂ:umﬂﬁwm

fceordin

wiha zvicted thi-m from their home on
tenants, polics: torced about 50 residents
danger of collapse One olderdy

tele. 212-820-2313), hacl bean orde
make rrpairs 1@ the builldings back wall
repeatedly inisd 1o loece the kandiord 1o do
all thar Bananis are oul on the sieet.

carriad oul lraem 41 Ava,
nothing and delibaralely

in ihose two adgcent

LANDLORD SABATOGE -&

DEMONSTRATIONS!

i A semell but growing coalition is emerging
around the northwest corner of Ceatral Fark to
Eowera.
buildings, beatween 109 & 110th ansd betwesn 110 g
E 111th Strests oa Central Park Vest - Fraderic

Dooglas Boulewvard, would ba cospletely markat
And what a market: singls bedrooms from

!

d. Joseph Cohen and

B3rd Bi. WY NY 10021

The speskers ars atromg, the songe

Homanteadn
Liva Here".

¢

M 10 tionm hot lines end returned %o thelr homes the nmext day
7 N1/ with mbout forty pecple and preasa reporters. Foliee
atood by as the ciader blocks fell. Ko one was

¥eh OTREET HNOMESTEADERS FIGHTY
DACH
274 - 270 East Tih Siraal

Homostondars on 7lh siraol aro fighting tha clty fo keap
tholr project allve, Why the city won't slt down and maat with
tham thia raportar con't say. Tha homasteaders are working
hard 1o up-grada their bulidings, but the city just kaopa irying
to push tham out. The bulldings are safa, cloan, and coming
alang wall. The 7ih sireat homestesders are alao involvad In
tha community - styrugaling 1o Improve their block and

i

The propoms

=M|oweR EAST SIDE

o Friday mornoing, Aprl 4. the police iovaded the
8 homestend at 537 E. Sth Street, foreing out the residenta
= with thrests of arrest. Once the bullding was vazated,
= HFD began to brick up the building, in violation of the
right to dus processa., In eABenca the City of Few Tork
vioglated s law which atates that it ia & crime ta eviet

anyone wWithout motificatlon apd a court heariong if they
bave lived ipn & building for more that 30 deys - this low
appliea regardless of whether ¥ou are & legal or Lllegal
tenant. The copa ordersd the homestosdera to vecate inmed-
imtely. Ho hum! Some due process)

Alse the cops told the homesateaders they ware no
longer occupants. Meanowhlle, the HPFD continued to brick
up the building, with all thelr possessions and cats and
dogs inaidael

Some officera from the 9th Precloct were quoted as
suying that they understood the homeatesders — EBany of
whoz hed realded in the bullding over 5 yFears - had &
right to due proceasino & court of lows However trLey
used the axcuse that Hayor Kooch hed persomally ordared
the copa to evict hHomesteaders in clty-owned buildings.

The S5th Street hooeateaders, however wers oot esasi-

1y dafeatsd. They contacted -ugpﬂrnurﬂ- through an evic-

Jela usl

ke movemeant to reclaim

Harlem le beglmaisg to grow.

ares coRlng nloog ond €

ated and eve

.}—'-' v

% now back in ‘Fhl bulildiog.

+

T R
HOMESTEADERS DEFY POLICE THREAT O F
ARREST AND RE-ENTER THEIR BUILDING

o 1]






CONTINUED FROM FAGE 2 Forcing the poor out of the innsr cities

is the same as moving them into bantustans.
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¥ The necessity of freesng the land and reclaiming
« builldings. thus taking them out of the hands of the
greedy speculators, and coordinating the most con-
structive wse of these is o ws seli evident. The
necessity of housing the homeless s equally sell evi-
dent. Any of us could end up homeless. We affirm the

right to seize any and all unused public property whih
is necessary to the people for thewr very sufvival, We
do so in solidarity with all the homeless, the displaced,
the exploated. We will not collaborate in cutting deals
with the oty belund the hacks of the people, whih
reward a few poverty pimps and perpetuate the un
{'uil exploilation af the many, We will not tolerate the
ock-out of the poor from the proportics svhich by all
nghts belong to the people We are not fooled by
token ‘alternative’ management programs (HPD
sponsored  TIL, 7A and Urban Homesteading proe
grams) which canmbalize on the sweat and dreams ol
the poor if not selling out to the speculators outright
Qften in these programs the poor and working lass
people who have rehahilitated these apartments with
their own labor find themselves forced out at a later
date. These programs are nothing but seed maoney for
rich developers while the city buys time in its plan to
A y displace the poor from these renovated structures.

4 we encourage people to become involved in the
i struggle for affordable low income housing, We en-
courage all to take control of their lives and to B

4 together to resist the attacks on our comMmMuties,
We must unite to defend each other apainst  the
; forces of further displacement. We will resist watly
o direct action We aim to unite those whose Backs are
oL Y up against the wall. who have no choge but o stand

up and fight. There are many ways to support The

struggle for people’s housing. We call tr the supporn

of progressive legal teams, trades groops Commiied

to their communities church eople cultural workees

and others. By conung lul.';e-lﬁl_'-r throwely thee Borg

ton of a city wide united front fou frecn e s s woae
-_a— will defeat forced relocation

™




!]EEII!E IN THE RIG EE!!E'W' Gliedman, HPD's Trump Card

FOR THOSE OF YOU WED HAVEN'T
HEARD...a sorroption scmndal of
olty offlclals ia swesping FHew
Tork Citvy. First brooght to light
during the firset sulelds attempt
of {oneems Borom Frepidant
Donald Hemes, thay allegaticas
have comtinued to grow. The
chargss camtar aromed alleged

imeluding the Parkimg Tielatiomas
BEuresn md the Tari smd Timouaime
Commisglomn. Mixed up im the
momnting scendal are real sstats
devaloper Michasl Lagar, lawvrer
Hichasl Dowd, and saveral of tha
oity'sa top Demooratic leadsrs.

fismem, whe was charged with
eaaept msre tham a half
millien dollars im bribes,
cucooeded im commitiimg msuiaide
cn Aerah 13th, His last official
oot o Quesms Boroumh Preoldemb
wos te aothorize the bulldimg of
a barranks atyle ahaltar im &=
old ghoe fecbtory. The plem ls mow
dnder firs dus to objectlicas over
the werchousing of 500 people im
.oBa largs room.

How the apotlight is on Eromx
Borough Presideat Stemley Friedman
Thers im mountismg evidanas that
the o tion is widaspraad,

A5 &P LS othar al agamoien.
Heyor Eooh hao remalm aloofl
hoping to sidestep the dirt and
the respomaibility. Clty houalag
AdepartEants have yet to ba touched
by the sommdnl, Strmmgely,
bhowsver, in mid-Fabru s in the
midat of the PVB sosadals,
Anthomy Gliedumon, head of HFD -
the Department of Homelng,
Preoervation and Developmemt, a

rospoBEslble fop many of the cltr'sa
"grhea reanew afforta wam
"resigned” by fmyor Eooh. Gliedman

’1I 60,000 people spemd their lives in
pay-offs im varioua olty agemnclen |

1'

sl

FPoderally fusded (HUD) olty agamcy,

i oot of veommt bulldingas

-

' with Doaald

!

. arommd

il the shemlders of &

b ¥o corruptlien...fon tell ma,

[ ——

rl'I L
ﬂ 2,

is about %o ba r?luld. by somoema
2o yoh mmimeown. He has takem a Job
, me aof tha
biggest real sstate developers
; ownar of Towar
somarons sites sround towd.

How, in this city alema

tha strest,; or cloas teo it, HFD
warshooses Musdreds of thooommds
of abammdoned unita = rFoutima
toaring dowm more tham 2,000 liviag
units a weak. HFD ripa thes stairva
and amashas
watar maimn &sd pipes. Homelesas
Elup‘l«l findiag shalter in theass
nildinges are harassed by HFD hirsd
tough goya smd polioe. At the site
of ons housing ﬂn;juut an the Lowar
Edat Side, people wers removed from
the area snd hove mot besn pormitied
to livo im the new boilding because
it will heuss 1/4% of the mnumber of
peapls that wars displaced ia order
to bmild it.
Im sbhort, the slity agemcy

responeible for "pressrvation amd
developmeat™ will do mearly amyt

=N
(e
eP e
P o
oV \)qf"

A lively demonsira-
llon was hald on &l
11, In fromt of fhe
Bropx Couri [Housa.
Angry domonsirstors
made it clear That Eay
would not accapi ke
pcquital of Elsanor
Bumpura® murdavor.
| Staphian Sullivan, Ed.
Hm:h. gnd BEenjamin
Ward, higher-upzs In
the Housing Authoriiy
and Hurmen Rosourccs
Adminigiretlon, all
| halpad pull tiaa Irlgpar.
| They era all guilty and
i{should be punlahcd.

hing
to discourage renoratioms of abandomed fIWhy Sulllven vras lai

build by low inocoms paopla.
Meomawhile, vacamt baildimgs ara
apetioned off cheap by HFD to riloh
di'l'-l].ﬂ-?l!‘l snd bumimass nmam, And
wonlde't yoo kmow 1it, the declsiom
to amaticm off our homas ar to
legltimats our homsstesds reats om
araca soon

to ba the hesd of the largest

dsvalopar im NYC...HFD. '

by

el
s
. .Ll.._b._

I.'*U

TR hoCcause

ELENOR BUMFURS LIVES!

ofi and why Mrs. Bum-
purs® murder vas the
occaslon for somo of
tha sickest raclsl
|posturing In yaars Is
tha siaia
|wants 1o Intimidaie el
#| of us who fight for our
homes agalnst the war
likn forces of dizplace-
ment and gentrifica-
tion. We will not ba
{movad and justlce in
the death of Eleanor
Bumpurs will not be
denled. Tha Eleanor
Bumpurs Justice Gom-
mittee meats regular-
ly, For mora Informa-
fion call;

893-3347 or @73-5885;
ask for al




THE BULLDOZING OF THE GARDEN OF EDEN

¥,

i T ]

In the Lower East 5ide many wacant Tots of rubble
have been turned fnta besutiful gardens and numerous aban-
doned buildings are being repaired amd 1ived in by héme-

steaders,
ve once 1ived = and which are now intended for the middlie
class - is a first step in stopping the city's plan to
kick miporities and the poor (usl) out of our neighbor-
hood. It 15 very important that we stick together inspite
of personal differances and sguabbles so that the city
cannot pick us off one by one. It is only by defending
each other that we can begin to grow into &4 force that
can stop our forced removal from the reighborhood.

The city, wha sees our unity as a danger, was be-
hind some recent dirty tricks aimed at dividing our
forces, Then falsely created the 1ssue: garden v.5.
housing. There are many undsed vacant lets im the L.E.5.
but it was insisted that a pow $13 miilion, 189 unit
housing project could enly be built precisely on the
block where the Garden ef Eden stood. Furthermore,
evon if these bulldings were to be built on that block
it would have been possible to do 1t WITHOUT destroying
the Garden, Even the project’s architects offered to
draw up a plan that fncluded the Garden. only to be turn-
ed down by the city.

Me see no excuse for the destruction of such a beau-
tiful thing as the Garden of Eden., The exfstance of the
Garden was not contradictory with the building of the
housing project, Justifying the destruction of the

Garden because of & political difference on how to I!IFl‘l:I-ll:hi 15 years they are 5£i11 waiting! The then empty build-

and deal with the city's threats is a tragedy we hope

will never happen again, I& i% & real shame that some

housing groups did mot have the vision to defend the
Garden and expose the city's dirty dealings in this case.

ol

THE GARDEN DIDNT ll:a.'l.r: T0 BE DESTROYED
ONE OF THE ARCHITECT'SPLANS SHOWING HOW

Reclaiming thefe buildings and vacant 10t whered

We also need to guestion if this type af housing
iy the answer to homelessness an the LLE.S. There are
grave doubts as to whether 1t will actually be Filled
with low ipcome people since the Federal Government s
| no longer subsidizing Tow income housing (in arder to be
profitable, mew projects being built tend o have
only a token 20 Tow income people and thase 20T can be
taken from the upper levels of "low income”, in other
 words no welfare, §.5.1., or minioum wage earners eotc ),
If this 513 million in Federal money had been

given to the poor and homeless wha make up the homestead

movement, instead of the A.B. Herman cempany, who stand

to make a mint, just think what could have been done wWith
F) 1|'!'.}Iume~s.l.uﬂer's can ranovate and repair abandoned build-
# ings for under §5,000 per apartment (and often far under).
a‘[hi_r. means we could have made over 2,500 derelict apart=

ments liveable, providing housing for over 12 times LH
y many people and including those people forced out in

Homelessness, Turther is a probles
created by the cfity tamif. The
block where the Farden of Ed:zn 5 tood
is a good example of how the citw

d destreys neighborhoods. The city

) -ealls it "land clearing®. Fagole
worg run out of buildings all along
Eldridge and Stanton Streets throuch
LE & process of neqlect, arson,

and & “closed eves" policy emcourag=
ing hernin dealina, Others Teft “wol
= yntarily" after being preaised a place
# in a housing project to ba built in 2 years, and afier

TWERERIT S W

¢ T aF EDEN
g DULLODZED JAN.E 1000

e

A ings= although on the most part still structurally

spund—were torn down. In the end 400 existing units
A lapartments} were destroyed to make way for only 189
The commnity is destroyed, profits f111 the
pockets of the developers, once again the people right
# to Tand is trampled on by private property, asd a beau-
¢ pitul garden, the work of 12 years, §s bulldozed.

The city sets up alat of bureaucratic red tape when
we try to negotiate with 1t. There are all kinds of rules
regulations, processes etc. that are set up only to dis-
courage and confuse us, We only have to look at the
:- process that was imvolved in legally becoming a home-

p stead to see this! HWe are expected ko follow & Tengthy
: burgaucratic process to the "T" when trying to deal with
#, the city. Howavar when the city deals with us, they feel

?.f"" to canwveniently forget due nrocess and even broak
CONTINUED ON PAGE &)
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|HOUSING:

In January of 1980 Yolanda Ward, & black housing
activist, made a speech to a conference of community act-
ivists from around the country, Shortly after this snpeec
wak given she was murdersd. The murder remains unsolved
but many people believe it was the handiwork of the fed-
eral governnent.

Ward®s speech revealed that theé “gentrification”
scheme plaguing minorities and poar people im many
American cities i3 mot just the result of greedy real
estate speculators viewing our neighborhoods as am apen
market to be exploited. It iz the result of a sweep-
ing national plan developed by the ailitary/corporatef
government complex for reasons that are political. The
aim of thisz plan i5 to destroy the growing political
power of the poor in the cities

fccording to Ward and other activists inwolved,
the government began devising this plamn in the late
1960's in the wake of the inmper-city riots. Intelligence
agencies, business corpartations and the military were
pressed into service to discover the “cause® of urban
iviolence and to prévent {t from happening again, OF
course they were mot going to admit that the causes
ware poverty, unemplayment, poor education or racial
discrimination. HKo. Capitalism works = for them.
Instead they concluded that the cause of the riots was
the concentration of poor peocple and minority groups im
the inner-city. They are afrald af us when we work to-
gether, forming our own community and eventuslly forming
a rebellious mass which they cannot control. We cam
vote 4% a4 block and elect our own people. We present a
political threat to the white ruling class when we are

arganized,
The militarg/carprate/government =amplen thought up

a plan called "spatia) deconcentration”, Spatial decon-
centratiofmesns thinning out our numbers [and therefore

sing us throughout the metropolitan area ard suburbs,
and controlling the way we re-concentrate - préventing us
from i'cjoining our former groupings!

HOW IT J0RES

In the first, as we all know and remember, a neighborheocd
is permitted to go to hell, Bulldings aren’t repaired
and landlords are allowed to burn them out; junkies move
[ in and the police don't stop them; the gqovernment with-
holds money needed for basic services, 1ike saritation
and health care; banks refuse to make Toans to local

our political clout)by driving us from the cities, disper-

The process of spatial deconcentration has tea phases.

HAVE WE BEEN FIGHTING THE RIGHT BATTLE?

jbusinesses, The neighborhood becomes less and Tess
liveable and people start to move out if they can.

The government establishes impossible homestead
laws and refuses to Finance hone-improvement projects.
But, it will provide people with monay to travel fo
other neighborheods, or to get out of the city alto-
;gt:h:f. The goal % to either get you out or to make
you so0 weak that you won't be able to resist the next
phase.

In phase two the now-abandoned property i% reclaimed
“or the white middle class. Housing is removated and sold
to the so-called ‘yuppies®. We are all familiar with
this process.
WHAT'S HEALLY GOING ON7
: What s unfamiliar is Yolanda Ward's evidence.
foumd out that this gentrification process was a massive
nation wide palicy made by the military and the government
tﬁml backed by the wealthy business interesti to weaken
the political power of the mimprities and the poor.

Hard and other activists backed their theory up
with papers stolen from the files of the H.U.D. offices
1in Washington. It may be that the evidence from these
:ietr!l‘. documents cost Ward her 11fe,
| But much of her evidence case from books and papers
|available to the public, H,.U,0.°% 1979 Guidebook contains
In Tot of information about “spatial deconcentration" .
There are alto goverpment and military experts who have

Sha

| Published books and capers advocating that such a pelicy
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

} be adopted by the coverrment.
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These groups will often chan-
&l monien to "mealler floh" loe-
ted in "target"™ neighborhoodas.
heme Are the onoes sauppoasd to
sarey out the rehabilitatlion with
pther contracted groups. Im other
nrﬂa, ite 8 loug way from the top
o the bottom. By the time theme
poverty pimpea” have been paid off,
posad to be used to rehablili- large eshunk of the money ia gone.
tats abandomed and delepidated . Tt takes organizatien, eooperation
buildinge for low-income peopled "{‘_ nd ntruggle to got what we need.
Inatead this monay often wets '
spant om getting poverty plmpajiy
fot, or on expanding buresucrs
of the Biddloe elass, The only
way to ilmsure that thess fuondas
which coms from the taxes that
VE pay, gets back into the handa
of pecple la to fight for 1t.
First, we pnust identify the or-

WHO NEEDS THE MONEY...
WHO GETS THE MONEY

Hew Tori Sthto Govarmotr
Cuomo recently announced the
firat awards grantod ondsr the
gtate's new Low Tncome Housing
Trust Fund. This money 1a aup-

unu-thulusn. mooney turped lnto
resources for the building helps.
B0 got o 1t ...

o A
mumm:: THE RIGHT BATILE CONTINUED FROM PAGE §

Have we been fighting the wrong pattle in this war?
Far years cur confusion about the nature of gentrification

ganizetions to whom this zoney 4 R ' h.n. led to disillusionment and bitter dissentions - creat-
hns gone. Some of these groups :J | fl ing uncooperative situatiors within our groups, It's a
arns as followa: \' jr CLASSIC: divide and conguer. We've
Frott Ipstitute - Center for | been fighting under the assumpticn that the struggle is

Community and Enviroomental De- 'ﬁ
sign Consortiuam for Low Incomo b
Cooperatives,; L.E.S.; $1,510,000 *#-ﬁ‘

docal &nd economic only. We'we known that the govern-
ment is nat an fnnocent party to city problems, but Ward's
| evidence proves the elose connections between it and

They &re located atl&D Lexlogtonpiss F | private market forces in driving the minorities and the
Avenue on 30th Street, 685-3169. h Il 2 [l poor out of the cities. 1t's a national grogram and 1t's
Urben Bomestead Assistance Board B S underlying causes are palitical,

Consortium of Low Income Cooperativesfed BWo (| WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FORAIST

$1,050,000, Theay ore located at 1t means that we are at war with the government. WHe

110th and Amsterdam, 749-0602. ; | | G&nrat expect HPO, HUD, City Hall or the federal govern-
Erooklyn Fcumenieal Cobperatives, GV [ || ment to obev their own Taws or (o honar their own agree-
§960,000 (oot listed in Phone l“ l mgnts. I[E is their goal to drive us into the river. This
book).
. 15 Why wWe lose im court cven whem the law B8

Hew York CLty Department of

Housing Pressrvation and Dev—
slopment, §3%,000,000, Thesas

fupnga probably wound up at the
Ti]1 offiee or the Urban Home-
steading Progrom located &t
75 Maiden Lane {lower Bway).

on our side. be should be suspicious of

any deals the gavernment wants to make and narhans of thase

puned apartments, 100,00

in our commauniby ther make thes with, In the long rum,
they don't want to help us ouk, they want to throw us out.
Often they will make concessions to ome part of the
eommunity fn order to pit 1t against another faction.

il The only time we will really get thé kind of living con-
ditions we want 15 when we are so organized and unified
and srconpromising that we @nce again consitiute a threat.

§845 000, Lgcased at 116th Street
and 7-8 Avenue, 678=5660.

= h‘hp‘-‘f i That is to say, when fhey have to worry about being thrown
J Pl into the riverd

-1 0..

vacant cit

Woast Harlem Communi Organization,
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The case of Hig Mountain begins before written record, befare
wwhite settlers invaded the shores of what we call america. The
Hopi and Dineh Mation {Mavajo) have always inhabited the area
called The Four Corners, although during the Kit Carson Wars
rhany Mavajo were killed of moved vo Fort Sumner in Mew Mex-
incoy, Yet, in 1882 under a presidential order from Chester A, Ar-
tthur, approximately 4,000 sq. miles were set aside for the Hom
@&nd *“such other indians..."* known as the Joint Use Area (JUA)
iin Morth Eastern Arizona, In 1921 oil was discovered and the pro-
thlem arose of how 1o negotiate with the Indians. The Bureau of
Ondian Affairs (BlA), 2 government agency, created a Mavajo
Tribal Council (a supposedly representative body) granting all
lleasing authority to the BIA. In 1934 Congress enacted the Indian
Reorganization Act mandating that the Indian Mations adopt an
lective tribal council, Evropean style, with which the developers
would negotiate. Because most of the Traditional Hopi reflused 1o
wole, the election “lost®* to the few “‘progressive” puppets, The
rmajority of Hopl and Dineh don't recognize the authority of
ithese councils, They have their own government, culture, and
Nanguage, Their life style has always been self-sufficient and dic-
ttated by respect and harmony with the earth. The Hopi are the
inldest continuous race living in Morth Ameriea. In 1949 Kerr
IMcGee Corp. discoversd uranium deposits and in 1951 mining
rand milling operations began. Also, in the 1950' coal was
idiscovered by Peabody Coal Co. who began stripmining,. The
reoal is slurmied by pipeline contaminating much of the water sup-
(ply. Ol and natural gas as well as other minzrals are also aban-
idant in this part of the country.

Mow, comes the confusing part and some al the popular distor-
tions. The US Government has been fostering the myth that there
has been a long standing dispute over the JUA between the Hopi
and Mavajo who share i1, Therefore, they had o step in and
[acilitate a setilement to this conflict: Public Law 93-531, passed
by Congress in 1974, This law decided several things for the
Mative People on the JUA. One: a barbed wire fence would be
put up dividing the area into exclusively Hopi and Mavajo lands.
Two: anvbody on the wrong side of the fence will be relocated.
About 10,000 Dineh are said 1o be on Hopi Land and can not be
maved ta their side because there is no remaining land available,
Only about 100 Hopi are on what is now considered Mavajo land,
and have already moved. Three: a %0% reduction in livestock
{herding of sheep, goats, and other livestock has been at the
center of Blg Mountain people's life styles for centuries).
Livestock has been confiscated regularly for 50 vears on Hopi
Lands and since 1981, when ihe BIA began issuing permits [or
livesteck. Only 249 our of 9,500 Dineh residents have been allow-
ed 10 keep their animals. The BIA contends this was done 1o
regulaie grazing areas, eie. (this is ostensibly parl of the
“dispule’’: Hopi are angry at the Mavajo for crowding n on their
territory and destroying their farming lnnd) yet the people have
managed for hundreds of years to graze their animals withowt

SR

¢ outcome of all this 15 that the Traditional People may be
forced completely off their land, opening it up for mineral ex-
ploitation, with all new leases being authonzed by the Hopi
Tribal Council. Present living conditions at Big Mountain are
mare and more difficult with serious shortages of food ond water
becoming a reality. Pl 93-531, also known as the Mavajo-Hopi
Land Settlement Act, is obviously motivated by energy develop- .
ment on the JUA, This law was passed as a result of a 24 - year
campaign by special interest attorneys, some of whom were under
contract to both iHe Hopi Tribal Council and Peabody Coal, Co..
the largest lease holder on indian lands. In the past most of the
energy leases have been granted to the Mavajo Tribal Council as
they have much more land than the Hoffl and it is those areas that
have been developed so far. With the completion of PL 33-531
the pewly cleared land will now seitle the real dispute, between
the Tribal Councils, who greedily argue over more destruciion
and who will get paid for it. For obvious reasons the MNavajo
Trikal Council is not particularly happy about this so they appear
to e more on the side of the Navajo People than in the past. The
dispute then becomes more real to the average person getting
his/her information from the steasght peess. Although in the past
there have been problems berween the Hopi and Mavajo, they
have found their own solutions and have been co-existing
peacefully for the last 10 years, The Traditional Hopi and Mava-
o insist they are unified on this relocation issus and need na out-
side interference. Besides, they do not benelit from these leases in
any way.

Much of the Four Corners is already contaminated by radia-
thon because of lax safety regulations and major accidents like the
1 billion gallons of highly radioactive water refeased into the Rio
Puerco River in Mew Mexico when a mill 1ailings dam broke. Of
the 150 Mavajo miners who worked at Shiprock, M.M., 18 died of
radiation induced lung cancer. In 2 years 20 more were dead and
another 95 contracted respiratory cancer and other related ill-
nesses. Animals have also been contaminated so that internal
organs have deteriorated. Further mining and development will
use up or contaminate all the remaining land and water creating a
“Matjonal Sacrifice Area®', which even the Government has od-
milted would be uninhabitable. For the several hundred people
whi have voluntarily relocated health and mental iliness have in-
creased dramatically and many have lost the Government homes
they were “given'’ when they could not meet the demands of
morigages and creditors, In the tract homes in border towns these
Indigenous People can not practics their way ol life, the anly way
they know. Many have returned to Big Mountiam, These are the
facts of the siuation for the Hopi and Mavajo on the JUA. There
is much more going on than can be discussed here like the hupe
cost of this relocation 1o the American taxpayers and the corrup-
tion uncovered in the Federal Relocation Commission. Every day

‘‘destroying'® the land. Four: a federal order prohibites any con- _*1 '1_'|1.-|:"a.I “solution’ bills are being introduced by various misguided

_struction or building improvements on Navajo land,

egislators, none yet which has fully answered all the questions.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 |
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The deadline (of relocation is slated for July 7, 1986. The main
way [or people to help is to write letters 1o Congress, Senate, and
various commitlees involved in carrying out the relocation pro-
cess, I'm not 10085 convinced it will work, but the Legal
Diefense/Offense Committes says they can se€ the positive results
of this internationgl letter campaipn. Oniy “officials’” who've
heard From their constituents wami to falk 1o lobbyists on behall
of Big Mountain. You don'i have 10 be a registered voter (o wrile
to your Government emplayees. The other way to help i4 10 ge as
informed as possible and pass it on. You can also sel up events us-
ing resource materials available thru the support groups and
distribute as much literature as possible. Anybody who wanis 1o
go 1o Big Mountain should definitely be in touch with the
Flagstaff office so they can explain what's going on and the need
1o be self-sufficient. This includes bringing waler in. It s still
unclear what action will be taken on July 7 and how people will
be able 1o plug in at thal time, We can not impose our ideas of
“gypport't on the Hopi and Navajo - we must take direction from
them on their terms

iT SFCFE AL T OWR R et il

g FIRET

Limss desnimery dpmes iy ol FERE
B T S Ras el TRl ST
T TR S el e BAE

— - —— ——_— — =

N e e |
im s T S R B

There are many forced relocations of all over the world in-
t_[udi_ng the Lower East Side. The Garden of Eden's total oblitera-
Uiom i very similar to Big Mountain in the sense that everyhody
loses except the Government and the developers. In both cases
healthy fand is being contaminated in the name of helping people.
Al Blg Mountain the energy companies **need'® the resources 1o
supply energy to Los Anpeles, Las Vepas, and Reno, Al the
Garden of Eden the City of Mew York *needs'” the resources 1o
develope & low income housing project with no guarantees of ac-
ually being for low income people from the Lower East Side.
his is (he insanity of our system; there are ways (o meet housing
and energy needs without destroying the earth or people. For in-
stance solar energy is far safer and cheaper than what we use now
and housing projects could always include gardens, Divide and
conguer is the factic always employed and it works incredibly
well, The people end up homeless, nature and food sources are
ﬂﬁl_ll:l}fﬂi. and the media myths prevall as the truth, Pauline
Whitesinger says: **In our traditional fongue there is no word lor
du.eaun:m. To move away means 1o disappear and never be seen
Edim, "

L DR CHDCHEMDE S O T 0D 2 CHO S

For Iafo. and updaten, rosourca matarals for distdbution, or
contributions of any tbps contoct:

JUi Legal Dafensa/Ofansa Commitiog
25901 W, 41 Strasl, sulte 10
Flogataif. AZ. 00001
G02-7T8-5233
ar
Bip Rlountain Suppori Groun, MYG
e/o RIGH, 6th Floar
142 Broodzroy
fhew York, 10.Y. 10003
212-500-0100
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SQUATTING/HOM ESTEADING
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Arcund New Year's there was a festival of European
activists at the Hafenstrasse complex in Hamburg,

West Germany. The Hafenstrasse has always housed a var-
ety of active people deeply imvalved in the anti-nuelear
anti-police-state and squatting struggles. The cocplex

Is comprised of 3 big blocks of flats which were squatted
in 1981 and Tegalized a few years ago. Inspite of this
very heavy eviction attempts were made at the end of 1985,
AL part of their defence the excellent peaple aorganized
the festival, But the German state is none too pleased
that the resistance s still mot stamped out, despite its
efforts to SANITIZE Berlin, wipe out the powerful squat-
ting movement thers, etc,

Earlier in December the police made a big attempt tn
evict the buildings. But-the police FAILED because thou-
sands of people turned out in front of the houses, armed
to the teeth and prepared for outright war! They would
not mave, even when the police declared that if they did
(5 not “there would be deaths"! After several hours the
police retreated. There is now a court case being pursued
o by the pccupants, challenging the Tegality of the eviction.
German sguatters/homesteaders, incidently, call them-

selves "Bezetzers®, meaning “sccupisrs” . Homesteads souats
themselves are called "occupied houses® .

XZZ>5 NEWS AROUN

EHEIZTOFF KolWDFER

SHANTYTOWN

SHANTY TOWN - Northeast side of Gth Street
between Avenues C and 0

Thanks to Crowbar,a squatters newspaper From London,
England, for this pews.

A group of hoseless people building homes for
themselves and other homeless people, prowiding food
for those who need it,with the aid and assistance of
people with homes. The people ef Shanty Town, with . = 5
attarneys provided by the Center for Constitutional » de-posutation
Rights have filed suit against the city of N.Y. for their & programs throughout the seventies is also the home of the
rights to a decent and safe place to live. They have Ethﬂdrzn'; Park Meightorhood Organization, 4 loose nth_-nrk
charged the city with creating homelessness instead af u#:5:1;:{1:\9?;??n:m:r:';m;r::{t;':ﬂ:liﬁimniﬁi‘{ .13“2:} III.E_
e Rt it l.m SR ation of their Teases (f.e. their'right' to 1ive by 'sweat
Gl e ity sesks & vidiats. Ehe right of Pruvioe equity'). The resson glven by the HPD office was the in-
of, Speech by evicting these homeless people and driving

ne eft ability of the tenants to meet their Tiability insurance
SR PR E o LG ¥ hey Fuur MR- COUTE Tk o . paymentsi this, despite the fact that the insurance com-
seeks to intensify their problems by thowing them ouf

pany had jacked up the coats to *Hoooper building (a 202
of their homes they built for themselves, This law-

suit would determine the rights of homeless people to
use sguandered and wasted city Tand to provide for thes-
gelves instead of confining them 1n concentratfon camps
for the nnor, as ordered by Mayor Ed ®nch.
————————

¥5 the extortion racket that s most used by HPD and other
hous®ng groups to steal money from temants, monies shich
could be better utilized for repairing the builldings

for low=income and homeless people to live in. The

Land Is just a3 much a natural right as the air we
breathe- whizh is the only thing yet that they haven t

found a way to owm knd oabe us pay Tor., - =2UVEFS,

increase over 2 years)! Pohani Insurance Company, 279-8300,

tenamts are resdsting this attack and warn other homesteadurs
abaut the eriming] and corrupt HPD-Insuramce Company man- _\l
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Why Sguat? If you are forced to live on the street, or in a so-
called shelter, you squat because you need a roof over vour head.
Squatting then, is basically about securing a home. But in addition
to these more immediate reasons, there are others as well, The forced
relocation of the poor and the middle-income not so poor from the
Lower East S5ide, East Harlem, Harlem, Clinton, etc. has been in op-
eration for many years. The reasons for this spatial deconcentration
of the poor through arson, unjust rent increases, and illegal aviec-
tions are twofold: on the cne hand, the rich want the land to meake
profits through gentrification, to profit off of your home, on the
other hand, the Federal government wants to insure control of the
cities across the [0.5. in the event of new imperialist wars abroad and
the resulting anti-war movements at home. They don’t want a repeat of
the riots of the last decades. Hence, relocation of the poor, Blacks,
FPuerto Ricans and whites from places like the Lower East Side has both
aconomic and control (national security) motives. The only way to
insure the availability of housing for yourself if you are not rich is
to defend yourself and your neighbors against evictions (defense) and
to seige available unused, habitable public property as part of the
peoples® right to housing (offense). BSguatting or walk-in homestead-
ing is the best way to prevent further speculation in our neighbor-
hoods and thus prevent more svictions of the poor (that’'s us!). Let’'s
takes back our neighborhood out of the greedy grasp of the rich!!i!

How to Squat? These are some sugdestions if your group is looking to
homestead a building. Remember, only a small percentage of homesteads
are legal and those that are can become cutlaws at the whim of HPD.

S50 the moral of this story is to seize and improve the property first,
negotiate, etc. second. The first thing is to locate an abandoned
building, preferably one that's City owned. Enter the building (no
more than two or threes peocple) at an appropriate hour (no spies)
through an appropriate entrance (hidden) in the rear or side of the
building or via the roof (skylight, roof next door). Check for
condition of roof i.e. how do the cross beame, parapet walls, brick
work, water damage, and basement supports look? And what about the
central stairse, the remaining plumbing, floor boarde, debris, etc.?
Remembear the City has nedlected many of these properties for years,
you can expect the buildings to be in pretty rough shape. Don’'t
despair! You’'d be surprised what you and your skilled neighbora can
do! If your group decides the building is workable you want to choose
an appropriate time (say, early Sunday morning) to install a front
door and to secure the entire building well. This should only be done
when you are ready to stay in the building. Put the number of the
building on your new door, your group’'s name, etc, Begin receiving
mail there. This will often cool out the authorities who may see you
as homesteaders rather than trespassers. It might be helpful to seek
local Community Board support, although this may raise significant
gsecurity issues. There are people in the neighborhood who can help
yvou with locating water and electricity. Finally, remember, you have
a right to a home. Everyone who lives in a City building, no matter
how you got there, cannot be evicted without legal due process (court)
if you have lived in the place for 30 days or more. This is the law!
Police, Marshalls, goons, bureaucrats, etoc. cannot evict you...but
they might try. That is why we've formed Eviction Watch...to protect
homesteaders from the injustice and lawlessness of forced relocation.
Call or contarnt us:

St. Valentine’'s Day Committee Eviotion Watch B528-5TOP
for Housing Justice
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: ek | mesl °F " CoNTINUED
ﬂﬂnm the colrts. This situation is especially terrible when it

pens ioday bécauss thara is simply no place 1o go once we
loae our apartments -unless of cowrse we have the money o pay
1,000 doflars or more & month rent! Refusing to repair bulldings
18 Just another way to kick us out of our neighbarhood. It appears

that Vickers manages cver 300 rent stabliized or rent controllad
Bulldings In MY'C and owns an additional 100 or 8o buidings. Au
cording 1o anothar Wickors tanant in a bullding on the upper weat
Side repairs are almost non existent, yot new yuppie tenanis
mova in all the time. Porhapa il we can Bnd oul encugh aboul
these other bulldings Vickers runs we can start a city wide rent
Sirike againat them, As recent trends indicate all rental bulldings
With rich tenants go co-op and all rental buildings too poor 1o co-

Far temporary relief of indoor showers from™ the top
flpar, nail down recycled tin sheets - from windows in ydu
onestead - on to the damaged areas of the roof. Oyerlap
the sheets to cover the whole area. Goop down the edges
J PSS gupeF with asphalt roof coating. “Acquire™ a tarpaulin to lay
) the ref gool £ 1 & nu‘f““ over the tin, the kind “Con-Ed®™ and "Ma B¢ 1" use., IF
E g;ﬂnﬂaﬂz W £ fee of E..t.t.LﬂE thiz s mot possible, plastic will do, With bricks, securs
g.‘ in al8o unllﬂ A " o b proa® the sfdes and at the same time, divert the streams of wate
'B“t b uﬂuiﬂ-a:, 47 vo ©O loav® pthat naturally flow inte those valleys. Next tise it
__'=.‘___ pusted Ehnpn_rtins T S .uEE'“ raims, check aut if these rows of bricks are acecurately
=h cuted for iy the €2008* S 10873 arranged in and make direction changes if needed.
E the store g the fo h!f‘ 1a 0O 146009 N When you are ready to fixz the roof right.call up a
E_ that FyoOU chat WBY het f=+ roofers from the “yellow pages". They give free
%\ the "tn’:; B at yaus or 384 yod ard estimates. When they arrive, pick their brains on what
20\ o be Y b P“mn gs © gaod v techniques they would use to fix your particular roof s
.._.“..._ v ?l.ﬂ-‘ﬂﬂn'r.l.ﬂ":'“" h.rviﬂg pi‘-'li i . allments. Thamk th and then plan it as a2 group project!
i ::qlt:iiﬂﬂ- hot ‘-".- pas & “r‘m W good supply house 15 Standard an Chrystie Street E
= B couren art 8Ating — : —
== Tol order B n.::.:;ﬂ"" are Ih‘:::, 5:‘:; m . 5;3?';; 3 St E:{J.'- ﬂ rf.
Ehe checks gomeb Y $ bR LA rhr
t;u'u-!ht gt nu'::.ﬂ ordert ;c;i-r * *
gt n“i;:.i e “?J'nnn - ﬁﬁ':': NG
¢ coffes (PT° gne Whole ﬂ"'ll;n, chnaok A T Lo T
=——a\ ,p you't hlu'gu.t.!.nsm pi w.r and 8P11% M) s 20
nave ginished ne cashi! the check 5 oM T pE
ror the SOFTOTt T prvane WAEE L arerens ; WIS
arT 1}
Tl 1“::;; ' 'h!'m., 11“ prove tnat @ “::fﬂnﬁ'ﬂg":,h "E n"pu : ngi?ﬂaﬁiﬁﬁ'ﬁ&:ﬁrﬂ&#t
for 'ﬁh‘turj as witnes coffoes ﬁt:‘: 15?‘ ,j-'plﬂ ﬁﬂﬁ{a Hﬂﬁﬂjﬁﬂ' 'I"HF.I-I" muFfLﬂ.-* \ Eh
(or wed= iy w P OF © o sanerea®™ {R{“éﬂﬁ' o5 0F0iP (635516 v ﬁ‘ﬂq '
- h‘:;u pyOs T e 62O ! it A an co-op plan can go [hru via the
uﬂi;ﬁ =8 mﬂ?&ﬂhrd&y night the cops ordared evaryona oul of the apar-
in manis on Ave. B, based on an annonymous phone call waming of
_ printing ® imminent danger of the back wall collapsing. Finally, an Monday
R fo the 281h, police arfived with a “lull vecata order” and carmiad out
PAGE ¥ the Megal "legal eviction”. A raprosentative from Viekara Mgmt.

at the scena of the crima, said that he had heard nothing abouwl
the vacete order until Monday moming. A cop guarding the en-
trance to the bulldings sald that the city had “known for 8 week™
ghout the condition of tha back wall and that the bullding depart-
mant had determined tha structure was loo dangarous far poogpla

to atay.
m,L, tho residonts af 41 nnd 43 Ave, B must Acw prove tho
bulldings dotorioration is dus 1o the [andiords negligence. If they
can nol prove thia in court they will then lose their nght to move
beck in and the city will simply claim the buiding ag
‘‘condamned” only lo be redeveloped for the now plonesrs of
the Lower East Side. Since theoretically a landlord inherils the
problems of former owners the present landlord, who Bought the

building In October, should be found negligant
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ESTAMOS ORGANIZANDONOS PARA. .

PARAR DESALOJOS!

LOS DESALOGOS/DESAHUCIOS SON UN PROCESO BRUTAL Y VIOLENTO
QUE DESTRUYE LAS VIDAS DE INDIVIDUOS Y FAMILIAS COMPLETAS.

! ELIZABETH MAGNUM (BROOKLYN-1980) y ELEANOR BUMPURS (BRONX-1984)
FUERON ASESINADA POR LA POLICIA DURANTE UN DESALOJO.

tMARY FINCH (BROMX-1985) SE QUITO LA VIDA MAS BIEN QUE ENCARARSE A
LA HUMILLACIOM DE SER TIRADA A LA CALLE.

190,000 DESAHUCIOS EN LOST ULTIMOS TRES ANOS EN NYC,
160,000 SIN HOGAR Y MAS DE 2 MILLIONES 2,000,000 EN LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS.

? ESTA USTED SIENDO DESALOJADA/O PORQUE...?

NO PUEDE PAGAR? LE AMENAZARON O MOLESTARON?

EL DUENO QUIERE USAR SU  SE ACABO SU “SECCION 87
APARTAMENTO PERSONALMENT NO TIENE REPRESENTACION LEGAL?

VAN A CONVERTIRLO EN COOPERATIVA
O CONDOMINIO?  OCUPA UN APARTAMENTO “INVALIDO"?

LE ENCERRARON SUS COSAS? LA CIUDAD QUIERE CERRA EL EDIFICIO?
NO LE DAN SERVICIOS O REPARACIONES?  ES IMMIGRANTE SIN PAPELES?
HUBO EN FUEGO?  QUIEREN SACARLO SU NEGOCIO?

AYUDE A PONER FIN A LOS DESALOJOS EN SU BARRIO
EN HARLEM  EN LOISAIDA

HARLEM RECLAMATION PROJECT  VALENTINES DAY COMMITTEE
B31-6561  5B5-6272 / 673-4187 / 505 o

COALICION CONTRA LOS DESAHUCIOS
P.0O., BOX 952 CANAL ST, STATION >

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10013 -—

OFFICE! 529-3ToP



