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CITIZENS
LIKE US

by: Sandy J. Weiner and
J. Walter Carson

hile the Governor and our

State Legislators are
breathing a sigh of relief that they
can finally take their vacations and
put the state budget mess behind
them, we Californians now have
to live with the short-sighted, dev-
astating choices they have made.

Although the deficit was
huge and hard choices needed o
be made, our elected officials un-
fortunately once again demon-
strated their loyalty to big money
and power rather than ensuring
that the tax burden was indeed
spread equitably and fairly. Guess
who got to pick up the tab again
this ime around? Working people
and the poor, naturally. Welfare
recipients and homeless people
were hit the hardest at a time when
everyone is identifying their plight
as the largest social problem of our
cities. Meanwhile, taxes to the
richest business concerns in the
state were reduced to record lows.

Corporations were hardly
affected: in fact, crucial tax legis-
lation was altered at the last pos-
sible moment to favor their inter-
ests. Taxing the rich was a last
ditch effort to prolect corporations
rather than to protect the poor and
middie class. It didn’t even rein-
gate the taxes that were once Lhere,

never mind requiring them to pay
a realistic share on the basis of
current recessionary circum-
stances.

“Realignment” was a way
to avoid the issues of increased
need for basic social programs and
decreased revenues for the same.
Plenty of slack lefl in the “com-
promise” budget for conglomer-
ates and holding companies,
though, Oh boy, was there ever.
And let’s not forget who got the
green light for the spiffiest food
line in California, since the busi-
ness lunch reducthion was ignored.
Glide and Saint Anthony’s never
had it so good. But maybe we'll
get some good donations from it,
hey?

And what does the $70,000
morigage interest cap really mean?
Only that the richest property own-
ers (1.e., those whose property 1s
plentiful or expensive enough that
they will benefit from a $70,000
morigage interest deduction on
their taxes) will be able to use their
tax savings to consolidale a
stranglehold on the rental market
for families and single household-
ers, who will just have to bite the
bullet and keep paying more than
their fair share of the tax load and
continue living in rent slavery
while landlords blithely plow their
profits into new investments (and
PACS). An interesting sidelight
on the dispensation created by pas-
sage of Proposition 13 is that since
most homes in the state of Califor-
nia have already been resold at
least once {and thus will be ex-
empt), corporations who deal in
developing commercial properties
such as office buildings and mall
construction projects will become

the only real beneficiaries of the
new tax break. A sweet deal, if
you happen to control or own a
corporation of this type. Other-
wise, you pay the going rate,

Thus, the new regressive
tax system will hit those with tight
budgets the hardest, namely, aid
recipients, retirees on fixed-income
pensions and seasonal or low-paid
workers for major companies. Al
the same time, health care, child
care and affordable housing
haven't been addressed at all — in
fact, working people in general
will be worse off — small busi-
nesses, health care credit, mass
transit, public education, renters’
credit and other basic services will
also suffer. Needless to say, taxes
covering these areas will go up
steadily and almost certainly be
drawn from a rapidly shrinking
urban tax base. Which will accel-
erate inner city deterioration,
which will lead to the need for
more tax-based crisis funding,
leading to new levies — the fore-
cast is appalling but inescapable.

Yes, citizens, it's that old,
old story — political fraud contin-
ues to be used against poor and
working people — not the rich and
the corporations. And who elects
these bandits?

Citizens like us.

e e———— T
Sandy Weiner {5 co-director of the
fncome Rights Prajecr. 1. Walter
Carson co-edits By Ng MEANS.
_—
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hile the Governor and our
State Legislators are
breathing a sigh of relief that they
can finally take their vacations and
put the state budget mess behind
them, we Californians now have
to live with the shont-sighted, dev-
astating choices they have made.
Although the deficit was
huge and hard choices needed to
be made, our elected officials un-
fortunately once apain demon-
strated their loyalty to big money
and power rather than ensuring
that the tax burden was indeed
spread equitably and fairly. Guess
who got to pick up the tab again
this time around? Working people
and the poor, naturally. Welfare
recipients and homeless people
were hit the hardest at a time when
everyone is identifying their plight
as the largest social problem of our
cities. Meanwhile, taxes to the
richest business concerns in the
state were reduced to record lows.
Corporations were hardly
affceted; in fact, crucial tax legis
lation was altered at the last pos-
sible moment to favor their inter-
ests. Taxing the rich was a last
ditch effort to protect corporations
rather than to protect the poor and
middle class. It didn’t even rein-
state the taxes that were once there,

never mind requiring them to pay
a realistic share on the basis of
current recessionary circum-
stances.

“Realignment” was a way
to avoid the issues of increased
need for basic social programs and
decreased revenues for the same.
Plenty of slack left in the “com-
promise” budget for conglomer-
ates and holding companies,
though, Oh boy, was there ever.
And let's not forget who got the
green light for the spiffiest food
line in California, since the busi-
ness lunch reduchon was ignored.
Glide and Saint Anthony’s never
had it so good. But maybe we'll
get some good donations from it,
hey?

And what does the $70,000
mortgage inlerest cap really mean?
Only that the ichest property own-
ers (i.e., those whose property is
plentiful orexpensive enough that
they will benefit from a $70,000
mortgage interest deduction on
their taxes) will be able to use their
tax savings to consolidate a
stranglehold on the rental market
for families and single household-
ers, who will just have to bite the
bullet and keep paying more than
their fair share of the tax load and
continue living in rent slavery
while landlords blithely plow their
profits into pew investments (and
PACS). Aninteresting sidelight
on the dispensation created by pas-
sapc of Mroposition 12 is that since
most homes in the state of Califor-
nia have already been resold at
least once (and thus will be ex-
empt), corporations who deal in
developing commercial properties
such as office buildings and mall
construction projects will become

the only real beneficiaries of the
new tax break. A sweet deal, if
you happen to control or own a
corporation of this type. Other-
wise, you pay the going rate.

Thus, the new regressive
tax system will hit those with tight
budgets the hardest, namely, aid
recipients, refirees on fixed-income
pensions and seasonal or low-paid
workers for major companies. At
the same time, health care, child
care and affordable housing
haven't been addressed at all — in
fact, working people in general
will be worse off — small busi-
nesses, health care credit, mass
transit, public education, renters’
credit and other basic services will
also suffer. Needless to say, taxes
covering these areas will go up
steadily and almost certainly be
drawn from a rapidly shrinking
urban tax base. Which will accel-
erate inner city deterioration,
which will lead to the need for
more tax-based crisis funding,
leading to new levies — the fore-
cast is appalling but inescapable.

Yes, citizens, it's that old,
old story — political fraud contin-
ues 1o be used against poor and
working people — not the rich and
the corporations. And who elects
these bandits?

Citizens like us.

-
Sandy Weiner is co-director of the
Income Rights Project. J. Walter
Carson co-edits By Ng MEANS.
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FOOD PROGRAMS
California and the Nation

A presentation by Cy Weinberg,
California Rural Legal Assistance

The articles in rhis secrion are
a follow-up to last month's issue,
"Hunger: Politics of Need vs. Poli-
tics of Denial”, in which we dis-
cussed the rension berween ciry
government and private charitable
organizarions which are serving
Jood to homeless and low-income
people in 5.F.'s public parks.

s of May, 1991 2,291,000

people in the state of Cali-

ornia were on food

stamps. That is a record level. In
California over sixty percent of
the case load is for children. Usage
is statewide. [t certainly is not just
an urban phenomenon. Food
stamps are harder to use in rural
areas because there are nol as many
grocery stores that accept them,
people have to travel long dis-
tances over a longer period of time
to get to a food stamp office. But
there are certainly plenty of folks
around the state who are using the
program. From our point of view,
the food stamps program is the
best of all the food programs be-
cause it does go through normal
channels of trade, It gives people
a complete selection to get what
they want at the food store, Any-
thing eligible for human consump-
tion with some exceptions can be
purchased. You can't purchase
ready to eat foods from a deliin a
supermarket. for example, but that

1§ pretty much 11, You can get

plants and seeds 1o grow your own
food if you wany, Those are op-
tional purchases with food stamps
that most people do not realize.
Basically food stamps are not in-
tended by the federal government
to provide a whole diet. Most
people use them that way, and as
you know a lot of households get
food stamps used up by the second
or third week of the month be-
cause of the paucity of benefits
and those are the folks regularly
turning up al food pantries and
food closets to fill the gap.

The WIC program
{Women, Infants, and Children)
has not been cut but it hasn't grown
as fast as we would like. The food
stamp program was cut in the *B0's
although with the recession par-
ticipation is up to an all time high
nationwide and in California. The
more than 23 million people on the
program in April of this year is the
highest participation level ever
nationwide. Tt doesn’t look like it
is poing down any time soon. Tell
those people on the street corner [
just passed that the recession is
over. Anyway, food stamps is the
only program available to people
regardless of age and family com-
position. Other than being a citi-
zen there are no other requirements
to apply for it.

The next largest food pro-
gram is the school lunch program.
In California we only have statis-
tics from the "89-'90 school year.
There were slightly over two mil-
lion children who ate a meal daily
at over 7,800 school sites in the
state, Due to a state law virtually
every public school and some pri-

[ vate ones offer their kids at [east
one meal a day and that is usually
lunch. That is set up to provide a
fairly balanced meal in the four
basic food groups, milk, fruit or
vegetable, bread or bread products
and meat or meat alternate. In the
'89-"90 school year there were
about 4.6 million children in pub-
lic school in California and about
two million ate a school funch
daily. Of the two million who did
eat a lunch daily about sixty per-
cent were from low-income homes,
There is overlap with the food
stamp program because they
qualify for these meals because of
low income.

unding has been cut in the

school lunch program since

1980-"81. That has caused
some kids not to participate and go
hungry. All the meals whether
they are for kids in the free cat-
egory, reduced priced category, or
your paid category are all subsi-
dized to some extent. The federal
governmenli kicks in about fifteen
cents a meal for the upper income
children. Mostly in the way of
commodities that are provided for
the school.

The next largest food pro-
gram is The Emergency Assistance
food program or TEAFP. It used
to be the Temporary Emergency
Food Assistance Program that
Congress created in 1983 and de-
cided by 1990 the need wasn't
going away or the program so they
took temporary out of the name.
TEAFP once again is the distribu-
tion of government surplus com-
modities and when the vast stock

of commodities that had piled up
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in the early *80"s had been de-
pleted by the end of the decade,
Congress also authorized the
money for the purchase of food
items. So, what you have now isa
mix of povernment surplus and
povernment purchase items. There
are about fifteen items in the
TEAFP program right now includ-
ing butier, dry milk, flour, corn-
meal, honey, rice, cheese, and
peanut butter.

The sources for this food
comes from the price support pro-
gram that the governmenl pays
farmers for, particularly the dairy
price support program. It encour-
ages them to produce extra milk,
some of which is processed into
cheese and dry milk or butter.
Roughly one and a quarter million
people are beneficiaries of this
program. In California they are
known in program parlance as
EFQ"s or emergency feeding or-
ganizations that receive the com-
modities and distribute to low-in-
come people. The food is distrib-
uted every month or every two
months or even quarterly. It de-
pends on the organization distrib-
uting it Itis given out by churches,
community organizations, hous-
ing projects, wherever, Thisisa
popular program because there is
no paperwork. You just answer
four or five questions and that's it
It started out because of the sur-
pluses and it continues now be-
cause of the chronic need to deal
with hunger.

The next program is the
WIC program | mentioned earlier.
It was serving as of last month
524,000 people. It is probably the
most effective program bar none.
It provides three things: supple-

mental food, Nutrition educabion
and access to the health care sys-

tem. Itis for pregnant breast feed-
ing women and infants and chil-
dren up to age five. Current fund-
ing limitations are limiting it now
to kids up to the age of two or three
to be served. Some of the older
kids are coming back on the pro-
gram in projects that have room
but there are not a whole lot of
them.

WIC is the most popular
program on both sides of the po-
litical fence. A study done re-
leased by the federal government
last fall showed that for each dol-
lar spent in WIC up to three hun-
dred dollars and ninety dollars in
health care costs were saved per
child justin the first sixty days
after each child's birth. Obviously
an extremely effective program.
Ome again, it is getting good nuiri-
tion to children at the critical stages
of pre-natal and infancy to help
them avoid health and nutritional
problems down the line. People
get about thirty-five dollars of food
a month under this program and
high protein, high vitamin items
are selected.

The next program 15 the
school breakfast program. Itis a
federally-funded state-adminis-
tered program just like the school
lunch program. A number of stud-
ies, the main one coming out of
Massachusetts with results re-
leased in 1989, indicated that those
kids who ate breakfast had higher
scores on lesls, less absenteeism
and tardiness and were generally
easier 10 handle in class.

Participation is signifi-
cantly less in this program than the
lunch program. In the '89-"90

school year the average daily par-
ticipation was 467,000 in Calilor-
nia compared to over two million
lunches daily. A little over a third
have the breakfast program. We
have been working to get a man-
date throughout the state for
schools who have forty percent or
more needy kids to instate a man-
datory breakfast program. Other
states do have a mandate like that.
We haven't been successful push-
ing one through the Legislature
but we're continuing to work on it
There are three more quick
ones here. The nutrition program
for the elderly. It is the only food
assislance program that is not
means tested. Any person age
sixty years or older can get meals
at & senior center or churches or
meals on wheels—home delivered
meals. Funding for that has been
static for a number of years in
California. About two hundred
thousand seniors pet congregate
meals and about fifty thousand get
home-bound meals. Home-bound
meals, according to the Depart-
ment of Aging, are covering only
about seven percent of the need.
The Child and Adult Care
Food Program is next and used to
be called the child care food pro-
gram but back about five years ago
Congress added an adult section
for adults in non-residential care
settings and medically-oriented
day care center for the elderly.
There are a few of those still poing
now. This program is mostly for
children in child care centers and
family day care homes. Those
centers and homes get federal re-
imbursement for nutritionally bal-

IWEINBERG on next page|
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anced meals served to the children
and their care. Here in California
we have a little over two thousand
child care centers and about 19,500
family day care homes that par-
ticipate in the program. That is for
children from birth to the age of
twelve although handicapped chil-
dren or migrant children can get
meals up to the age of fifteen.
They serve four component meals
similar to the school lunch.

ne more. There is one
Ocalled the summer food
service program which is designed
to be an extension of the school
lunch program into the summer
but unfortunately it doesn’t work
that way. This is one we have been
doing a lot of outreach on recently.
It allows schools, government en-
tities or non-profit organizations
to get federal reimbursement for
serving meals to children during
the summer when the school caf-
eterias are closed. Unfortunately,
you would think that school people
would be interested in seeing their
pupils get pood nutrition year
round. What we find here and
throughout the nation is that low-
income families have a much
harder time in the summer. 1 mean,
for kids who get a school lunch
and/or breakfast, those families
have to provide maybe five to ten
meals per week per child on the
same resources they have year
round and it just does not work.
Low-income families are showing
up more often during the summer
al the food pantries.

This program could be the
answer to this dilemma but unfor-

tunately, in California last year
(the summer of 199() only about
130,000 children a day got a meal,
one or more meals, 50 that is
roughly ten percent of the low-
income kids getting a school lunch.

We are kind of disgusted
with' the schools because a lot of
them intentionally close up their
schools before noon so they won't
have to feed the children and we
think they ought to have a positive
obligation to do so.

All of the programs I de-
scribed are at best hitting maybe
fifty to sixty percent of need with
the exception of the summer food
program which is maybe about ten
percent. So there are a lot of people
out there who would be eligible
for these programs but are not get-
ting the benefits from them. We
spend a lot of ime telling people
about them, where they can go to
enroll and get help from these pro-
grams.

here is no doubt in my

mind, and I've been doing
hunger work since the mid-"70"s,
if it weren't for food banks, you
know, the entire local, state and
nationwide systemn of food banks,
that we would have some real seri-
ous hunger in this country. It is the
food banks, the private charities
that Reagan and Bush boasted
about or the thousand points of
light Bush likes to talk about that
are really making the difference,
that are preventing Serious mass
starvation on a large scale. Those
food banks are recycling literally
hundreds of millions of pounds of
food that as litlle as ten years ago
was often thrown away. That is
not to say it is all nuritious or that

it provides a balanced diet or a
great selection. | don't know if you
have ever been to a food bank, but
they often only have soup starter
or soda pop. They are dependant
on what is donated to them.

I volunteer regularly at the
food bank here in Sacramento and
they purchase macaroni and
cheese, beans, rice and you know,
other staples to add to their food
bags, you know, and they are
spending a lot of money doing that
and private food relief efforts are
just strained to the max right now.
There 15 no doubt about that.

ere in Sacramento County
during June the Sacra-
mento Food Bank, which is one

of two food banks in town, served
144,000 people in June of 1991, 1
mean, that food bank is begging
for money for food for help that
anybody can give, When [ go over
there now, and | usually volunteer
there on Thursday nights, there is
hardly anything left on the shelves.
The latter half of the month is their
busiest ime because people's food
stamps run out.

Soif it weren't for the pri-
vate assistance efforts, the food
banks and all the food pantries and
food closets, soup kitchens that
are affiliated with them or operat-
ing on their own, we would be
really having some serious hunger
problems right now. The volun-
tary giving sector is pretty well
burned out, particularly in the reli-
gious community. People will get
involved in a church soup kitchen
or a pantry and you know, when
they get into this they think it is
just @ temporary thing, isn't it nice,

Tﬁ‘l-llNHF.R{‘r o rext page|
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but it has been temporary for more
than a dozen years and the prob-
lem 15 not going away,

s far as the programs go,
[ think you will see an in-
eased use of them, Most

of them are known as entitlement
programs, which means that Con-
gress supposedly is bound to make
good on any expansion of these
programs and people who use them
legitimately will get the food and
the benefits, but that is puiting a
real strain on the budget. The food
stamp program in particular is bil-
lions of dollars over what Con-
gress has budgeted because it has
gone through such an unprec-
edented growth stage. The Child
and Adult Care Program will un-
doubtedly see a big increase in
business when this new child care
development block grant gets un-
derway. This is the federal
government's first funding for
child care because there will be a
lot more centers and day care
homes springing up to take care of
the business of handling the people
getting the vouchers in this new
block grant.

There is a certain amount
of compassion in the public per-
ception of the current hunger situ-
ation and some reserves of extra
unused foodstuffs, but it is wear-
ing thin, There are more and more
people on the streets. Certainly
the AFDC cuts are certainly going
to be a factor here in California
with people getting less on AFDC
and not being able to pay their rent
or find affordable housing. You're
going to see more children on the

streets. Thecut in AFDC benefits
is offset only by about one-third
by increased food stamp benefits.
It is still a net loss. You will
simply have more and more people
not having the resources to main-
tain the food and shelter they need.
I don't seeing that turning around.

Those food programs 1
rattled off to you are the food safety
net; they are by and larpe keeping
millions of people in this country
from starving and serious health
problems dueto a lack of food, but
they are not nearly covering ev-
erybody. There are a lot of home-
less people mistakenly thinking
they are not eligible for food
stamps. There are a lot of home-
less kids not going to school so
they are not getting the school
meals,

f people don’t have the

resources to get food, they

are going to get 1t one way
or the other. [ mean everybody has
to eal. Thatis the bottom line for
folks, but [ wouldn't say crime
increases as hunger increases, al-
though anecdotally 1 think it is
true. Itisnotan unreal assumpbion
to make,

All the food banks say our
ultimate goal is to get ourselves
out of business and 1 wish there
was nol a need for my position
where somebody on a full-time
basis has o speak up for the needs
of the hungry and say we just want
to give these kids and their fami-
lies a little bit of food.

What is so controversial
about that? [t is a question of
where you want to spend your
money. Nothing more or less.

FOOD NOT
BOMBS

DEMONSTRATION AT
GOLDEN GATE PARK

by: Patricia Lyden
and Walter Collins

What began as an or-
derly demonstration by many Food
Not Bombs supporters turned into
a potentially embarrassing predica-
ment for the Recreation and Parks
Commission on the afternoon of
Thursday, the 18th of July, at the
Hall of Flowers in Golden Gate
Park.

In an apparent attempt by
the “powers that be” to undermine
the determination of Food Not
Bombs to make nourishment avail-
able free of charge to any and all
human beings who choose to avail
themselves of their services, the
Mayor and certain other officials
are instead laying a strong power
base for what is, in it"s purest form,
a truly charitable organization,
Food Not Bombs.

Fa-::ed with threats of
bodily harm from the very people
who have swomn to protect the ba-
sic human rights of all citizens,
Food Not Bombs once again faced
those self-proclaimed upholders of
law and order to try anew (o secure
the documentation necessary 1o
maintain their charitable practices
within the letter of the local laws
and regulations.

Waiting patiently outside
the Hall of Flowers for their chance
to be heard, visitors and support-

[DEMO on next pagel
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but it has been temporary for more
than a dozen years and the prob-
lem is not going away.

s far as the programs go,
I think you will see an in-
use of them. Most

of them are known as entitlement
programs, which means that Con-

gress supposedly is bound to make
good on any expansion of these

programs and people who use them
legitimately will get the food and
the benefits, but that is putting a
real strain on the budget. The food
stamp program in particular is bil-
lions of dollars over what Con-
gress has budgeted because it has
gone through such an unprec-
edented growth stage. The Child
and Adult Care Program will un-
doubtedly see a big increase in
business when this new child care
development block grant gets un-
derway. This is the federal
government’'s first funding for
child care because there will be a
lot more centers and day care
homes springing up to take care of
the business of handling the people
getting the vouchers in this new
block grant,

There is a certain amount
of compassion in the public per-
ception of the current hunger situ-
ation and some reserves of exira
unused foodstuffs, but it is wear-
ing thin. There are more and more
people on the sireets. Certainly
the AFDC cuts are certainly going
to be a factor here in California
with people getting less on AFDC
and not being able to pay their rent
or find affordable housing. You're
going to see more children on the

streets. Thecut in AFDC benefits
is offset only by about one-third
by increased food stamp benefits.
It is still a net loss. You will
simply have more and more people
not having the resources to main-
tain the food and shelter they need.
I don't seeing that turning around.

Those food programs |
rattled off to you are the food safety
net; they areby and large keeping
millions of people in this country
from starving and serious health
problems due to a lack of food, but
they are not nearly covering ev-
erybody. There are a lot of home-
less people mistakenly thinking
they are not eligible for food
stamps. There are a lot of home-
less kids not going to school so
they are not getting the school
meals.

f people don't have the

resources to get food, they

are going (o get it one way
or the other, | mean everybody has
to eal. Thatis the bottom line for
folks, but I wouldn’t say crime
increases as hunger increases, al-
though anecdotally 1 think it is
true. Itisnotan unreal assumption
to make.

All the food banks say our
ultimate goal is to get ourselves
out of business and 1 wish there
was not a peed for my position
where somebody on a full-time
basis has to speak up for the needs
of the hungry and say we just want
to give these kids and their fami-
lies a little bit of food.

What is so controversial
about that? |t is a question of
where You want O sp-EIId your
money. Nothing more or less.

FOOD NOT

BOMBS
DEMONSTRATION AT
GOLDEN GATE PARK

by: Patricia Lyden
and Walter Collins

What began as an or-
derly demonstration by many Food
Not Bombs supporters turned into
a potentially embarrassing predica-
ment for the Recreation and Parks
Commission on the afternoon of
Thursday, the 18th of July, at the
Hall of Flowers in Golden Gate
Park.

In an apparent attempt by
the “powers that be™ to undermine
the determination of Food Not
Bombs to make nourishment avail-
able free of charge to any and all
human beings who choose to avail
themselves of their services, the
Mayor and certain other officials
are instead laying a strong power
base for what is, in it's purest form,
a truly charitable organization,
Food Not Bombs.

Face:d with threats of
bodily harm from the very people
who have sworn to protect the ba-
sic human rights of all citizens,
Food Not Bombs once again faced
those self-proclaimed upholders of
law and order to try anew o secure
the documentation necessary to
maintain their charitable practices
within the letter of the local laws
and regulations.

Waiting patiently outside
the Hall of Flowers for their chance
to be heard, visitors and support-

|DEMO on nexr pagel
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ers alike were entertained with

skits, poetry and song. Those who
have been unnecessarily beaten by
local law enforcement personnel,
who sometimes prefer to describe
themselves as “Peace Officers,”
were, under the circumstances,
extremely calm and caring in the
midst of these same antagonistic
officials they stll were trying to
befriend.

@n{:e inside, a recess
called by the Commission was used
to try to explain to visitors the
purpose of the demonstration and
the requests of the Food Not Bombs
members. During this time, the
members of the Commission en-
tered the room and, without call-
ing the meeting back to order,
threatened to end the meeting if
immedhate silence was not attained.

With a nod and the begin-
ning of acquiescence, the speaker
prepared to take his seat, but was
instead treated to the spectacle of
Commission members walking out
the doors of the meeting area
sniggering like unrepentant chil-
dren caught in the act of reprehen-
sible but unregretted misbehavior,
who nevertheless expect their
naughtiness o go unpunished.

The first of the constitu-
tional rights guaranteed to anyone
in the United States of America is
life. Itis a medical fact that life
cannot survive without nourish-
ment. Food Mot Bombs is an orga-
nization that allows that right to be
exercised without identification,
proof of need, mandatory adher-
ence to a particular religious or
political dogma or other hidden

requirements that entangle the
rights and actions of free people in
the name of “legitimate social con-
trols and procedures.”

Fncd Not Bombs ad-
dresses actual day-to-day issues of
life in our community by satisfy-
ing basic human needs such as
hunger without attempting to jus-
tify itself by identifying with a
systemn that no longer tries to even
make excuses to the people it uses
and abandons. By confronting
mainstream attitudes of fear and
rejection of poor people in our
society with no-stnngs-attached
grassroots nutritional support,
Food Not Bombs both gives hope
and comfort to those who need it
most while showing in a non-vio-
lent and indisputable way the com-
plete unwillingness of our social
institutions and political elite o
serve those who make their em-
pires possible. Food Not Bombs
proves to everyone high and low
that people can take care of them-
selves.

Mow that’s what | call a
righteous idea!

Patricia Lyden is an outreach
worker for the Coalition On
Homelessness.

Walter Collins is an Irish poet
and activist currently fiving in
Chindrown.
e
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QUESTION
PERSON

hy: ). Garth Ferguson
J. Michael Craft

QP: What do you think of those
persons who serve food outside as
opposed to those established food
lines, i.e., S5t Anthony's, Ghde,
elc.?

Andrew Ilaid: Tenderloin Self
Help Center Volunteer and Sixth
Streer resident. They're cool. They
could provide better food but they
meet a need for the homeless that
other regularly known food pro-
grams don’t meet.

Cindy Davis: Single mother of
mwo children. The people who
serve food in the parks have every
right to feed the poor. 1 do believe
that their should be a certain mini-
mum health code, but just because
they aren't part of San Francisco's
established poverty program they
should not be harassed for their
kind spint.

QP: Do you believe the City's
policies of harassing and citing
those feeding outside is based on
the theory of an out of sight out of
mind approach to the problem?

Andrew Haid: [ think the prob-
lem is that people who donate food
to the food lines are easing their
conscience and don't have to face
their or their elective officials parts

in solving the real problems of
homelessness.




Cindy Davis: 1'm not sure what
you mean by "out of sight out of
mind.” I do believe there is some
sort of unspoken policy by the
City to stop those services that
show that the City’s policies are
not working.

QPF: What do you think of the
politics of food in San Francisco?

Andrew Haid: It's a cnme play-
ing politics with people's basic
needs; i.e., housing, food, ete. Itis
also criminally immoral to use
basic survival needs of the disad-
vantaged to keep control over them.

Cindy Davis: Yes, there is poli-
tics in providing food for the poor
and homeless. 1 think that thisisa
sin against God and humanity.

Linda Sanchez: 1 thought the
problem of homelessness was
solved. I guess the idea of out of
sight out of mind really worked for
me. [ hope I will never forget the
plight of homeless people just be-
cause they are hidden. Thank you
and Food Not Bombs for remind-
ing us of this.

Doenna Willis: I think it is all full
of shit. Everyone is using every-
one else to prove their political
point. If you idiots spent as much
time rying to solve poverty as you
do blaming each other then maybe
we could get something solved.

Robert Willis: | really don't know
much about the struggle about
other groups feeding in the park.
But | want to say this about Food
Not Bombs and its problem with

the City. [ think it is very hypo-
critical for Food Not Bombs to
accuse the City of playing politics
with food—harassing them and
taking food away, when in my
opinion they are playing the same
game. [f they really wanted to
feed the poor, they could find ways
of doing it without challenging the
City to live up lo its threats, This
doesn't mean | don't support their
right to feed the people.

Are they using food to feed
the hungry, or, as their name im-
plies, toend war? 1 hope some day
the human right to feed the poor
will be met and politics will find
other ways to express itself. Apain,
this is just my opinion. 1 do think
homelessness and hunger should
be solved and not used as a way to
end war or social control.

J. Garth Ferguson and J. Michael
Craft are formerly homeless San
Franciscans who currently live

and work in the Tenderloin.
e

BEHIND THE
COUNTER

One er's Viewpoi

S.K., St, Martin de Porres
{Name Withheld Upon Requesr)

Nlam‘n de Porres was a

man who was half black and half
Spanish from Peru and he did a
whole bunch of work with poor
people, hence the name Martin of
the poor. He actually did a lot of
work with hospitals also. Since he
was @ mixed breed it was a big deal

BNM 8

socially and pohitically that hie be-
came a priest.

G:ncra]ly speaking, it
seems there is not enough food to
po around. The lines get longer
and longer, especially in the last
year or so. We've also been pet-
ting fewer volunteers so we've
been under the gun, so to speak,
with demand on the one hand and
not enough help on the other,

WE don't ask people why
they come here. 'We all just know
that we've been working a lot
harder these past few months.
There seems to be a growing prob-
lem with hunger. The money is
Just drying up. We serve breakfast
five days a week, lunch five days
a week and brunch two days a
weele Soup for lunch and catmeal
and coffee and so on for breakfast
and whatever else we get like fruit
we'll put out. It really depends on
what is available to us most of the
time.

Most of the people using
our services come from the Ten-
derloin and Potrero Hill districts.

l have not heard any of
the people using our services com-
plain about the food served by
Food Not Bombs or other non-
official groups. Idon't know why
Food Not Bombs is bothered. They
offer essentially the same services
as we do, or Glide or 5L Anthony's,
for that matter.

F ood Not Bombs does ad-
vocacy as well as serve food and
the city may not like that. That
may be part of it. We just need
more help wherever we can get it.

——— =
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Berkeley Cares
Food Program of Compas-
sion or Backlash Againsr
Homeless People?
Interview with
Rebecca Rhine

'm Director of the Tele-
graph Avenue Merchant's
Association and I'm rep-

resenting a coalition of people rep-
resenting this food voucher pro-
gram called “Berkeley Cares.”
There are no paid staff. The group
is completely voluntary and in-
cludes the Telegraph Merchant's
Association, the Downtown Ber-
keley Association, homeless care
providers and the homeless them-
selves.

We're doing a test program
for the Telegraph Avenue area and
the downtown Berkeley area.
There are about twenty-two busi-
nesses selling the vouchers, eleven
in each neighborhood.

There are two parts of the
program. One is the voucher which
is worth twenty-five cents, Cus-
tomers buy them in stores that sell
them and when you walk out the
door and someone asks you for
spare change for food you hand
them a voucher. Vouchers are
good for food, laundry and trans-
portation services. On the back of
the voucher is a list of redeemers.
It includes a Safeway store in Ber-
keley, the Blue and Gold Market,
Berkeley Market, and also a deli in
downtown Berkeley that will re-
deem them. So they really provide
a choice if you want food., Two
laundries are also participating in
it. At this point you need to go to

Berkeley Trip to get & bus ficket or
a transit pass with the vouchers.

MNow the other part of “Ber-
keley Cares™ program is the dona-
tion card. When we set up the
program the way we did we heard
from a lot of people in the commu-
nity that they didn't want to have
any interaction on the street with
the homeless. So, what you can do
is at the same locations where you
buy the vouchers you can buy do-
nation cards. They are in a one
dollar denomination. That money
goes to a central fund and pets
distributed to homeless service
providers.

e started the program about

three months ago. We

don't have much data yet
on how well they are selling but
some of the stores have run out of
their initial supply. We don’t pre-
tend this will solve the problem,
but it is a means, an attempt, to do
something.

I don't give money for
people to drink out of a bottle all
day. I'm not here to support
somebody's habit. If somebody
needs money (0 eat or they are
working poor and need money to
get to work, hey, I'm happy to
help. But I'll be God-damned if
I'm going 10 pay to have some-
body drink all day and get pan-
handled by that same person at the
end of the day. And we’ve heard
that from all over the community.
Literally thousands of people have
stopped giving bécause they see
the same people In the same place
all the time. Let’s face it. Drink-
ing is not aright. Itis a privilege.
A lot of people in the community
said we don’t have to pay for that.

Our program gets people back into
EVInE.

Critics can call it a band
aid approach certainly, and in some
ways that is a legitimate criticism,
but you know Berkeley as a com-
munity spends more per capita on
homeless people than any other
city in the State of California.
Forty-seven percent of the shelter
beds in Alameda County are in
Berkeley and we have a popula-
ton of 102,000 and a county popu-
lation of around I think four mil-
lion. We are doing more than our
fair share. We are a compassion-
ate community that is willing to
help.

“An Interview )
with Reverend
Yuzuru
Kikuchi
of the United
Church Of
Christ
Sanya Dislrict)
Tokyo, Japan

BNM: Could you give us some
background on the issues of hun-
ger, homelessness, drug abuse, al-
coholism and the social services
as they affect poor people living in
Tokyo and Japan nght now?

RYK: People look at these issues
from many different points of view,
s0 | don't want to put my own
viewpoint out as the primary one

ISANY A on next page|
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among 50 many others. The min-
istry I provide for disadvantaged
laborers in Tokyo is my main
source of information in describ-

ing my own perspective.

BNM: Then would you describe
some of your experiences working
with the poor people in Tokyo?

RYK: [ would first very much
like to give you a little general
background about who I am and
what [ do. As | already mentioned,
I'm a minister for the United
Church of Christ in Japan and I
also run a small restaurant in an
area of Tokyo known as Sanya,
which is demographically very
much the same as the Tenderloin
district here in San Francisco.
What we try to provide at this
restaurant is a place where people
can get a good, healthy meal at
cheap prices. Right now we're
only serving onc meal a day, at
dinner time, to from eighty to
ninety people every day, seven
days a week.

BNM: Do you have to furn many
people away when you run out of
food? And if so, who are they and
what other options for food and
other forms of basic assistance do
they have?

RYK: Sanya isan area made up
mostly of daily casual laborers,
nearly all of whom are young to
middle-aged single men without
families. We serve anyone who
can pay for our meals, which are
very cheap. | can't say we turn
anyone away; we just have limited

space, and people who don’t come
obviously don't get served, so all I
can really say is that we only serve
a small number of the people who

could use a reliable, cheap place to
eat. Thess men don't have any
sort of insurance or company ben-
efits to fall back on if they get sick
or hurt on the job. As most of them
gel older, into their fiftes, they gel
weaker and can't keep up with
many of the jbs that are available,
which involve very heavy lifting
and camrying, and so they get poorer
and sicker and sometimes lose their
rooms and have 1o live on the street.

BNM:  What kind of things do
these workers have happen to them
once they are truly disabled?

RYK: When the middle-aged
men start to slow down, they fill
their time with a lot of drinking
and eventually become seriously
alcoholic and very ill from that. A
few people receive some sort of
welfare from the government,
though the bureaucracy in charge
of public assistance discriminates
heavily against these day workers,
and tries hard to bar them from
entrance to the welfare system. So
these people who have gotten into
a bad situation have (0 more or less
seck other kinds of help wherever
they can find it; for instance, with
us, at the low-cost meals program
we run out of the restaurant and
which receives no funding except
at the door when a worker comes
in to buy hisbow! of ramen or fish
or whatever we're serving that day.

BNM: s thisepough? Can these
men actually meet basic needs in

this way, year after year?

RYK: In the wintertime, from
December into March, they can
also pet some clothing donations
at the restaurant and maybe some
extra food portions to take out with
them on holidays. The biggest
problem in this area is alcoholism,
though things like unemployment
and lack of shelter are also bad.

BNM: What kind of alcoholism
are we talking about? Mostly
heavy sald, beer and liguor drink-
ing?

RYK: Mostly a dnnk called Sho-
Chu, which is about 35% 10 45%
alcohol (about 80 proof in your
terms), made from potatoes or bar-
ley and which is basically a very
raw low-grade form of whiskey or
vodka, depending on its base. Of
course, other things like saki and
bottled beer are drunk, but they
usually cost too much for the
people who live in Sanya to afford
except on special occasions.

BNM: What kind of people end
up in Sanya? What were their
backgrounds before they moved
there?

RYK: They come from a wide
variety of backgrounds. People
from the farms in rural areas
chiefly, but also many people who
worked in tiny factories that failed
and left them without work, as
well as smaller groups of retired
veterans and older clerks whose
shops closed down. Across all these
categories are large numbers of
people who have had personal dif-
ficulties that led to estrangement

[SA
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from their families and which left
them without any social support in
our society, which as you know, is
exceptionally family-oriented.
Social disgrace is almost a guaran-
tee of exclusion in Japan. The men
who live in the Sanya really have
no place else to go.

BNM: How about ethnic minori-
ties or foreigners? Koreans? Fili-
pinos? Indians? Any others?

RYK: There are people coming
to do the same sorts of labor in
Japan, but their recruitment method
is a little different. The workers
we've talked about in Sanya stand
outside in the street in job lines and
gel picked up by employers as
needed, The foreigners are hired
by companies in different ways
and we really don’t see them much
in Sanya district. About a year ago
there were a lot of Canton Chinese
who came and stond out on the
street to gel jobs with carpentry
firms, but the union organization
started cracking down and they've
moved to elsewhere in the city to
find work. The foreigners are very
hard to track and are not very wel-
come in Japan generally. Unfortu-
nately, we seem to have more than
enough desperate workers to do
that kind of labor for very little pay
among our own people. Even
though the tumover is high as men
get too old to work, younger men
always come to take their place,
There seems to be no end in sight,
either.

BNM: What about the people
who don't fit in anywhere? Does

the government load them on boats
to Singapore, or what? Are there
homeless people begging in the
tourist areas of Tokyo?

RYK: On the weekends, there
are a few temporary shelters
opened for two nights only. At the
end of the year, for the two weeks
before New Year's Day, they put
together quonset-hut type ware-
houses where the homeless people
can stay until after the holiday
season has ended. There are Chris-
tian groups and groups like Alco-
holics Anonymous who have come
together and are trying to do some-
thing about this, but it's very diffi-
cult. It's a very serious problem,
and that's why they're helping send
people like myself here and to other
places to get some ideas and attend
workshops on alcoholism which 1
can adapt to eventually vse as the
model for my own local program
in Sanya.

BNM: Since it keeps coming up;
how many alcoholics are in Japan,
according to present estimates?

RYK: In all of Japan there are
easily over two million active al-
coholics in a total population of
125 million. Among the home-
less, these numbers are very hard
to estimate, though among those |
see where | work, easily more than
half can be described as severely
alcoholic. Other drugs have not
really become a big problem yet,
except for opium and very re-
stricted cocaing use in the immi-
grant communities. 1t does seem
that cocaine 15 DEComing more
popular in the gﬂulh mainstream,
and amphetamines have been a

problem across the board for a

long ime now, say since the late
1950°s.

BNM: How about mental ill-
ness? Do people with mental ill-
nesses end up on the street like
they do here in America?

RYK: It'shardtosay. Yes, I've
seen some clearly mentally dis-
turbed people on the streets, and
I've been told that mental institu-
tions are overcrowded, but I can’t
say that there's been any deliber-
ate policy of dumping them in the
slum districts to save money.
One thing that | think hap-
pens more in America than Japan
is the impulse for Americans o
label their homeless in some nega-
tive but fairly non-specific way,
for instance by dismissing them as
“crazy people,” in order to mini-
mize the broader social problem
of failing to account for how the
mainstream came to reject such
people in the first place. In Japan,
the problem is just as shameful,
but for us the impulse is more
often to automatically deny and
ipnore the desperate situation our
society leaves unwanted workers
in once they have outlived their
usefulness to their employers.
Both approaches avoid re-
ality and do nothing to relieve the
situation, but try to convince self-
advertised “normal™ people that
they're no different from the out-
casts they fear and despise so much,
and you make enemies fast. | hope
lO 5CE @ mOre compassionate out-
look regarding our poor people
develop soon, but until then 1 can
only wait and keep on doing what
I've done for them up to now.
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BNM:  Now that mainstream
attitudes have been mentioned;
what would you describe the over-
all media handling of homeless
coverage as, and what slant does
the government take toward this
15507

RYK: Where the media is con-

cerned, it's purely sensationalis-

tic. Recently, in another district of

the city, a group of labor organiz-

ers and police officers were in-

dicted for giving and receiving

bribes and conniving with mem-

bers of the Yakuza (the Japanese

Mafia) to protect and profit-share

in the lucrative rackets the mob-

sters operated and the police pro-

tected which exploited the lower-

class labor pool the unions repre-
sented. Now, many of the workers

associated with these unions from
our district participate actively in
the gambling establishments run
by this combination of officials
and gangsters and lose much of
what little they have in the pro-
cess, but the newspapers and other
media only cover the high-profile
end of things by running features
on the Yakuza gang lords and cor-
rupt City Commssioners and over-
look the human impact this rack-
eteening has had on the street level.
Basically, the victims aren’t con-
sidered, and by implication they're
blamed for exercising the only
entertainment options which are
provided to them in the slum neigh-
borhoods where they have to live.
Dwuring this particular situ-

ation, though, the story became
complicated when some of the la-
borers who resented having their
union money spent on bribes to the

police starfed a riot, which esca-
lated after three or four days, when
young people from other districts
of Tokyo gat involved and a rail-
way station was burned and a su-
permarket was wrecked and the
Army had (o intervene to restore
order. Afier this point, the news
coverage tolally ignored the fact
that the whaole situation stemmed
from the exploitation of local work-
ers whose protests set the events in
motion. It was as if the media
wanted (o glamorize the situation
into another Tianammen Square
type of thing, which it wasn't, but
never mind. Stories of police ha-
rassment of marginal workers an-
gered at union abuses of their due
payments leading to street violence
didn’t sell as much advertising time
as images of mmpaging teen-aged
suburbanites and college protest-
ors on the evening news. As usual,
the rape of the poor was ignored,

BNM: Media “coverage” aside,
do you believe that homelessness
is currently increasing in Japan?

RYK: Yes but I mustqualify this
by saying the process is taking
place very slowly and very selec-
tively. Japan's economy is still
very much a growth economy, and
due to the peeuliarities of our in-
ternal goods and services delivery
system, many people who might
otherwise be “downsized” in a
Weslern business organization
continue to play an active role in
our national gconomy. Conse-
quently, and jn conjunction with
the generally high level of public
education and job skills training
we enjoy, the population of Japan
as a whole is mych better equipped

to find and retain full-time em-
ployment where they live than
comparable work forces from
nearly any other economic system
operating in the contemporary in-
ternational marketplace.

Mevertheless, there are
signs that the holes in our social
and economic fabric are widen-
ing. It's more obvious, of course,
in an area like Sanya, where people
end up when there's no place left
to hide. I see it particularly in the
numbers of middle-aged men who
clearly have not had to live in
poverty before in their lives who
are coming into the area now.

These individuals are par-
ticularly prone to alcohol abuse
and despair, because they never
dreamt in their worst nightmares
that they could end up in Sanya
with all the other outcasts. The
identity crisis these men experi-
ence is particularly acute, and at
present there are literally no coun-
seling or diversion and retraining
programs available to them, and
none are even in the works.

Omnce again, [ must qualify
this statemenl, because | am not
famihar with all of the govern-
ment assistance bureaucracies in
place even in the metro Tokyo
area, but it is apparent to any of us
who work in Sanya that these new-
comers have been abandoned as
totally as the men who settled here
as teenagers after World War I,
Mone of them ever got back into
the mainstream either.

BNM: What kind of housing is
available to these men at this Gime?
Is it stable or affordable?

ISANY A on nexr page|
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RYK: Rooming houses, mostly,
rented by the night or the week.
Until recently, the wages received
for a day’s work were adequate for
rent, food and, let’s face it, drink,
but recent increases in real estate
values in Tokyo and correspond-
ing hikes in property taxes have
blown the ceiling right off the hous-
ing market, even in an area as
underdeveloped and poorly-main-
tained as Sanya. This is a bad ime
to rent anything anywhere in the
city, and if you're looking for the
one primary economic factor that
may drive a lot more people into
full-time homeless here in Tokyo,
this is it.

High rent combined with a
reduced need for casual day labor-
ers and an increased pool of these
workers to choose from make for a
potentially explosive situation in
Tokyo (and it could become even
waorse in relatively more gridiocked
high-rise cities like Kyoto and
Osaka) over the next ten to fifteen
years. | think even the govern-
ment might make some kind of
half-hearted attempt in the mean-
time to address this problem be-
fore they shove it under the carpet
and call in the Army again.

Pardon me; it isn't funny,
and I shouldn't be joking about it.

BNM: Don't worry about it. For
those who are already homeless,
where do they sleep?

RYK: There's a public park and a
shopping arcade with a covered
walkway that serves as shelter for
many homeless people at the
present time. The police regularly
go through these areas and clear

the homeless peaple out, though,
50 there are no semi-permanent
‘campground’ sites for groups of
homeless people developing in the
city yet, though that may change.
Somelimes sleeping homeless
people are awakened by the beat-
ings of junior-high school kids with
baseball bats, who are doing it just
for “fun." In the last couple of
years there have been several fa-
talities from this cause alone,
though many more simply die of
exposure or pneumonia, especially
during the cold season.

BNM: What kinds of health care,
if any, are available to homeless
people in Tokyo at this time?

RYK: Nexttonone, at least on the
government or local levels. Cer-
tain church and charitable organi-
zanons offer hmited climeal care
and health-fair types of medical
assistance on an erratic basis, as
month-to-month funding permits.
For acute care, the only service
available comes after an individual
actually collapses on the street and
someone calls the ambulance to
haul the person to the public hos-
pital, where minimal treatment is
rendered until the patient stabi-
lizes or dies. For the patient whose
condition is complicated by prob-
lems based in alcohol or drug ad-
dictions, no specific help is avail-
able anywhere except in Alcohol-
Ics Anonymous OF private coun-
seling by religious workers and
private community-based social
work volunteers.

| really want to develop
more self-help model programs for
the people 1 work with, because
after many years of hoping that

official interest 1n the alcohol and
drug problems which affect most
of the residents in the Sanya dis-
trict would eventually develop, I
see now that it’s going to be pretty
much up to us to change the situa-
tion on our own initiative.
Maybe that's for the best.
sull, help from any concerned
source will be welcome anytime.
Thanks for giving me a chance to
explain the situation in Sanya to
you and your American readers.

Reverend Yuzuru Kikuchi is a
minister for the United Church of
Christ in Tokvo. Jeff Hester is a
Berkeley anthropologist who
served as a fransiator for this piece.

GAIN
'01-"92, San Francisco Update

*While new jobs will gen-
erate employment opportunities
locally, openings resulting from
replacement needs will be a much
larger source: some 200,000-plus
openings are expected to occur in
San Francisco over the next two
years due to people leaving the
labor force and changing occupa-
tions. This will amount 1o over ten
times the number of new jobs cre-
ated in the same period. Clerical
and service workers will experi-
ence the most numerous replace-
mEent openings.

"The problem is clear but
exceedingly complex. At a time
when when even more skilled
workers are needed and the num-
ber of young people is declining,
students are graduating from high
school with less and less ability to
function in the workplace — if
they graduate at all. It is estimated
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that by 1993, 14 milhon Amen-
cans will be unprepared for the
jobs that are available.

“The relationship of edu-
cation to work cannot be mini-
mized. Looking onward from 1986
to the year 2000, the number of
service-producing jobs will in-
crease approximately 25%. How-
ever, the U.S. workforce will have
grown only 15%. This disparity is
further complicated by the fact that
a growing proportion of new jobs
will require higher-level skills —
and those without basic skills will
become frustrated, confused, and,
more than likely, unemployable,
What business needs versus what
applicants are capable of doing are
quickly becoming worlds apart.”

GAIN, Grearer Avenues To Inde-
pendence, shows by its own analy-
5is thar the program it designed fo
make people more employahle hay
e admir defeat, ar least in San
Francisco, The foregoing quora-
rion is from page 16 of their yearly
summary af program activities.

POVERTY IN
THIE 1999°S

Statistics from the Urban
Institute, Harvard University,
the University of Michigan, the
Children's Defense Fund and
the US Census Bureau.

A]thuugh economists work-
ing for the government proclaim
that the recession has ended and
basic conditions of life for most
Americans are slowly but steadily
improving, documentation by in-
dependent analysts flatly contra-
dict the Administration’s “optimis-

tic' findings. Report after report
indicates a continuing decline in
real income for all but the richest
fifth of Americans since the be-
ginning of the Reagan era with no
end in sight. During the decade to
come, prospects seem no cheerier.
Conditions of decline seem likely
lo aggravaie tl'u'u_ugh the 1990's,
leaving a legacy of poverty for
generations of Americans who will
have to live with what the politi-
cians of this period enacted on
behalf of their corporate patrons at
our expense, Let the figures speak
for themsalves!

*In 1988, only ten states
{most of them in the New England
region) had less than 10% of their
populanon living under the offi-
cial poverty line.

*Only seven northern
states had fewer than 12% of their
populations living under the pov-
erty line.

#Seventeen widely scat-
tered states had roughly 15% of
their residents living below the
poverty line.

*Nine states in the Mid-
wesl and South had levels as high
as 20% of their populations living
below the poverty line.

*The poorest six states,
mostly in the deep South, had as
much as 3% of their populations
living in paverty. ;

Job ppportunities for male
high school graduates have lost
ground singe the recession of 1973,
In terms of 1987 dollars, the per-
centage of male workers aged 25-
54 eaming liss than 512,000 yearly
increased by the following
amounts: for white males, from
6% 10 16%; for Hispanic males,
from 13% g 27%; for African-

American males, from 16% [0
37%; and for males of Asian ori-
gin, though no firm figures are
available, estimates run slightly
higher (fror@% to 18%) than those
for Hispanics due to language bar-
riers and cultural differences.
These figures do not account for
the temporary or seasonal labor
markets, two significant sources
of employment in our economy.

By fifths, America's
households receive the following
amounts of average annual income
{in 1989 dollars):

*The richest fifth receives
47% of all income (or an average
of $85,500).

*The next richest fifth re-
ceives 24% of all income (or an
average of $43,800).

*The middle fifth receives
16% of all income (or an average
of $29,000).

*The next poorest fifth re-
ceives 9% of all income (or an
average of $17,500).

*The poorest fifth receives
only 4% of all income {or an aver-
age of 57,000).

Finally, children suffer the
most from the conditions of pov-
erty today. In 1973, the total for all
Americans living under the offi-
cial poverty line was 11%, for chil-
dren, it was 14%. By 1989, figures
for both categories had risen; for
adults, it was 13%:; for children. it
was 20%. All indicators point to
an indefinite continuation of this
trend. Projections for the year
2000, based on current increases,
tabulate the adult level at 15% in
chronic poverty, with children at
or above the 25% mark.

How lucky for them that
the recession ended back in 1991!

YL
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FEEDBACK
Letters 1o

ﬁw Editor

Editor,

By Ng MEANS June issue
(*“What It Is"} is the finest edition
of your paper to be released in
recent months. Among the many
excellent articles, the narrative by
the Salvadoreno refugee who fi-
nally escaped to San Francisco was
particularly compelling. It seems
likely that our government will
continue supporting police states
in Central America and eventually
escalate to further outright inter-
ventions there before the turn of
the century, along the lines taken
during its invasions of Grenada
and Panama, or worse.

As a native of Belfast, I
know what it's like to live in a
police state, and I left that place to
distance myself from the official
mutilation of an entire nation which
throughout my youth I wrongly
assumed to be a sort of monstros-
ity exclusive to hired thugs of the
Guarda and the military police
acting on behalf of the British oc-
Cupiers.

What I see being done in
America to homeless people and
minorities who were unlucky
enough to be born in poverty here
is no different, except that there is
as yel no organized popular resis-
tance to government oppression of

the citizenry which approximates
the conditions of “equal opportu-
nity™ terrorism | fled from in North-
ern Ireland during the '70's.

We'll have the same SOy
mess on our hands here in a few
years, except that pur govermnment
also feels duty bound to sponsor
the type of international terronsm
inflicted upon unfortunate locals
by sclerotic elites in Latin client
dictatorships which Morth America
supports. This may impede a total
crackdown on “undesirables” here
in the States for a little longer, but
it's already well underway, mark
my words,

The lickspittle news estab-
lishment in this country takes the
prize over even the doltish earnest
“moderates” of the Irish press who
toe the Bnitish propaganda line for
the dailies of my homeland. Now,
this is nothing for the American
press to be proud of, but the fact
that a paper like By No MEANS
can still be published here gives
me cause for a little hope. It just
needs to reach more people — and
there's the rub.

When hundreds of millions
of advertising dollars are spent to
glorify lifestyles which a steadily
decreasing percentage of the popu-
lation can afford to indulge in,
why should a paper as worthwhile
as By Ng MEANS, whose
demystifications of the prevailing
social fantasy gives people a
chance to focus on genuine needs
and practicable goals in the com-
munities where they actually live,
have to wait in the wings for sup-
port that will bring it to the audi-
ences who need it most — the
harassed middle class on the brink
of disaster and the chronically

impovenshed subgroups cast out
by previous spells of “economic
growth and realignment”™ in this
land?

The question isn't entirely
rhetorical. Don't the rulers of this
country understand that once all
their livestock has been slaugh-
tered, they'll have to start again
from scratch? If they aren't slaugh-
tered too? Maybe sharing out a
little something for everybody right
now will minimize the camage
when hard times come for all of us
again, as they no doubt will. Mean-
time, give the Devil his due, and
see to it that By No MEANS gets
to keep doing what it does best,
which is reminding us that we're
only human and everyone needs to
give all the help they can to one
other while here below.

When ordinary people are
ahle to stay abreast of events which
concern them directly, without
having to rely on the reprocessed
pap which passes as news in the
American press, we'll have that
much more of a chance to protect
ourselves when the upper classes
and their trained apes begin pre-
paring for another assault on the
commons. They sometimes for-
get that we also know how to read
— more fool them.

Forewarned is forearmed,
and By No MEANS is still the best
independent source for relevant
news and up-to-date analysis of
human rights issues and the cause
of popular justice ['ve seen since
coming to San Francisco as a refu-
gee long ago.

Come what may, lads, keep
the faith, and thanks for the feast!

—Tom Billinpton
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many of them have suffered at the
hands of the government. People
are put in jail for their political
beliefs.

You know, we all came
from someplace unlcss we arc
Mative American and then the land
was stolen from us. My grandfa-
ther came here fleeing the potato
famine in Ireland and several mem-
bers of his family died. This story
has been handed down to us on a
gold platter. How he struggled in
New York and this is held up as an
ideal how hard he struggled, hav-
ing to provide for his family and
look how well his grandchildren
are doing. I don't think it should
stop with his grandchildren. If
people make it to this country then
we better damn well make sure
they can survive. And their chil-
dren are being born here and that 1s
real scary. These children are be-
ing born here and we're not even
providing them with the most ba-
sic needs. I'm thinking of running
water and a toilet and enough to
eat and heated dwelling places.

I understand we don’t do
that for our own citizens, but [
don't think we should say tough. 1
think any child born in this coun-
try, no matter whether the parents
are fresh off the boat or not, hasa
right to a decent hfe.

What we're trying to get
the city to do is to become more
bilingual. Things like San Fran-
cisco Housing Authority—I got
the figures the other day and out of
6,500 residents in the projects only
500 are Latino and only nine per-
cent of the total are Latino in a city
that has over a hundred thousand
living here. So you would imag-
ine, what, eighty thousand are on

poor or moderaie income! Well,
everything is in English at the
Housing Authority, From the first
telephone call to set up an appoint-
ment. There is no response what-
ever. | mecan pothing for non

English-speaking people. And this
i5 federal program which on a lo-
cal level is a patronage program.
What would you think if there is a
federal program because every-
thing was in a language you
couldn’t read or speak, but you
represented a substantial ethnic

group?

Mary Ann Angus works ar Carho-
lic Charities. This letrer was a
response o our "Shadows Of
Home," Augusr isste.

——————————————

Editor,

In discussing some of the
problems faced by low-income
Latinos you first have to under-
stand that the people are not only
Mexican. The homeless people in
Latin America are from all the
other Hispanic countries, they are
from Guatemala, Honduras, El Sal-
vador, Nicaragua, and the Peruvi-
ans are from South America.

The problems they are fac-
ing are mono-lingual. In talking
about just three different commu-
nities, Salvadoran, Guatemalan,
Mexicano, | can tell you there isa
difference between them. They
speak the same language but they
have different problems. Mexi-
cans came lo escape the poverty of
Mexico. Salvadorans and Guate-
malans are homeless because of
the war and political oppression.
People are coming not just to

change their economic status but
to save their lives.

The biggest problem they
have is they don't speak English.
They don't have documents. Some
because of what they have been
through have emotional problems
or mental health problems. Their
basic needs are not covered hike
food, shelter and clothing. They
are thinking every day to survive
so consequently they do not have
very stable mental health. Not if
they are thinking how to survive
the next day.

They don't have families
here, they don't know the language,
they don't have a job, no money.
Many re-experience the trauma
they experienced in Central
America because of the hardships
they face here. Since the immigra-
tion law was passed in 1986, em-
ployers have to ask for papers.
The people can not work under the
table any more. Without money
for rent we see more homeless.

We were in a meeting last
year with Supervisor Gonzales try-
ing to discuss with the city to alle-
viate the problem. One of the
things we were thinking was to
have some kind of cooperative
program where somebody could
support them. Something like set-
ting people up with housing clean-
ing jobs. There are a lot of creative
things we can do beyond just shel-
ter. So far services are minimal to
nonexistent.
—_——
Teresa Mejia works ar San Fran-
cisco General Hospital. This leg-
ter was also a response to "Shad-
ows of Home," August issue.

—_——
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our
Faitor g, el been Dangins
? Js against the wall. i
The L ic . miﬁaﬂf thas ];:!I‘Dgﬁ::m
people Cathalic Chari i
ties sees are Central Americans. | setupasan MJEM ok P and
Most of the clients we deal with | for Central ATET Ugees

are from Nicaragua, Guatemala,
El Salvador. Those are the people
we see and they are almost never
homeless. We get them into places
no matter what. Dolores Street
Sheleer, the Ryan Hotel or they go
in with families or friends or strang-
Ers.

The Mexican population is
entirely different and has a terrible
homeless problem. For example,
we had a woman living in her truck
with her five children and we were
able to get her into Hamilton Shel-
ter. They had one Spanish-speak-
ing worker there, However, she
didn't like staying in a shelter and
she left with her kids and eventu-
ally what happened Child Protec-
tive Services removed the chil-
dren because it was wintcr time
and they were living in a truck and
the mother was completely un-
documented.

There is almost nothing for
the Mexican population right now
because of all of the different
changes in immigration law. We
can almost always find something
for Central Americans if they are
Guatemalan or Salvadoran or Nica-
raguan because the immigration
laws have changed. We can at
least get them something tempo-
rary.

Temporary Protective Sta-
tus has been granted to Salvador-
ans for eighteen months, so that
means they can get work authori-
zation and that makes a big differ-
ence. But with Mexicans, unless
there is a relative there isn’t any-

3 .damemﬁ-;in the commt-=
:i:l;. A lotof uireach, The Catho-
lic Church really got behind help-
ing Salvadorass and it was prima-
rily based on sacial justice. So,al
the emphasis for years had been [
help the Salvadorans ar:u:l then the
Guatemalans gnd the Micaraguans
sort of fell intoit. But things have
changed drasiically for the Sal-
vadorans in this country. Their
legal status has improved. So,
although they still have a lot of
problems to deal with, just living
here in San Francisco and con-
fronting cultural and language bar-
riers and things like that, at least
we can figure out some way for
them to attain some legal status
which then gives them permission
1o work,

Now we are starting to look
al the Mexican community because
we are getting more and more re-
ferrals from agencies who have
F'“mfhﬂﬂﬂican families. That
'S primarily what we see, We
don’t see many single homeless
Mexican men

What we've been seeing i
alsmgln mom with five, six, 5&1?.3::
Kids. They are here with N0 means
of SUpPO. They live in base.
r“:::]'f N Barages with no heat or
tes, gt O bathroom facili.
i 1:;3 EEIHFEL:?? get referred 1
th ; 15c0 General and

© public IH.H-, nurse and
they comeigg e SUal
IJ]E}I' aTe £ sYslem muiﬂ
much ant, They dan’y
. PIeTata] eare byt th
In around g . 1%y do go
¥en or eight monh
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TR only way they can really sup-
themselves is if one or twg
xids were borm in the stales then
they are eligible for public assis-
\ance and the whole family lives
on that single benefit. Often times
there is no man attached or if there
is the other problem we have had is
that thE}' are alcoholic and abu-
cive. There 15 that whole problem,
There may be some group
that works with Mexican families
but we don't know who they are
and we keep asking. There is not
a Jot we can do. We don’t have
enough money to support them
month after month. It is like trying
to figure which crack can we
squeeze through to access the sys-
tem, Okay, one child is eligible for
public assistance, and maybe this
person can get a work authoriza-
tion card, can we get the family on
a waiting list for public housing,
you try to figure out how they are
going to make it.

But with most of the Mex-
can families there isn’t an answer.
Wh*f_i'“ you talk to them about re-
turning to Mexico for most of these
women that isn't an answer either
because of the poverty. A lot of
these women come from little vil-
1ages out in the middle of nowhere
and they really have nothing. They
have nothing to go back to. A lot
Of times when you talk to them you
1’3‘“1'; that the husband is dead or

“serted and remaining family
members dg E]m want lﬂhe%p them.
Tankly, I recommend we
e Eha:!ging our immigration
think we should have po-
_B.an ECOnomic asylum for
AE for Mexicans because
Bgggy

BoEesppaomon®
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BNM: Okay, end specifically by | againsi (hese people?
FRAUD fraud investigators? C.E.: At this point we are pre-
C.E: Specifically by fraud in- | paring documentation on clients
PROGRAM vestigators, claims of abuse. Now, mind you,
CHALLENGED BNM: Okay, can you give me | documentation takes a lot of time.

An interview with
Cecilia Esguerra,
Income Rights Project

In this secrion, San Francisco's
*Fraud Early Derecrion Program®
fFRED{, osrensibly designed to
prevent welfare fraud, is exam-
ined in the light of actual pracrice.

BNM: What problems do you
see with the F.R.E.D, program?
C.E.: F.RED., which was origi-
nally supposed to verify informa-
tion during re-investigation for
A.F.D.C. and applications for
AF.D.C. is doing things like fol-
lowing up on anonymous phone
calls in the middle of an A.F.D.C.
case. We're not quite sure what
happens to cases, and what I mean
by that is, when a person initially
pets investigated for something, it
sheds light on something else that
might not be so clear, or some-
thing that may be gray, that doesn’t
fall under their criteria. F.R.E.D.
has taken 1t upon themselves to
verify this information. But, where
does it end?

BNM: So, the F.R.E.D. program
has established rules, but it*s worse
because the rules aren't being fol-
lowed.

C.E.: Right.

BNM: Do you have any specific
instances of recipients being vio-
lated by the fraud program?

C.E.:  All these examples were
of people I've seen get violated.

some examples of how fraud in-
vestipators were treating recipi-
ents?
C.E.: Well, 1 kad one client who
had a FRED. investgator wake
her up, it was azound 10;00 in the
morning and shke was asleep and
he came pounding on her door.
They wolke her up and, she said,
""Who are you?" and the guy says,
“I'm from AFD.C., let me in!"'
He would not identify himself with
his name or his title. He just said he
was from A.F.D.C. He went into
the client’s house. He looked
through her things and he ques-
tioned her about who lived there
and she sad, *"a roommate.” And
then he went on to say she was
married and thisis the guy’s name
and on and on. At this point, he stll
hadn't identified himself. When
he did identify himself, it was a
while after he had already started
going on about nis investigation.
It's really intimidating
when you have to depend on
AF.D.C, 1o pay your rent, feed
your kids, you know, keep the elec-
tricity on. And spme guy comes to
your house and, incidentally, there
was another F R E.D. worker with
him who also didn’t identify him-
self. 50, it's like, two men coming
to your door waving this folder at
you with your name on it saying,
“I'm from A.ED.C., let me in"."
And it's intimidating enough to be
on A.F.D.C_and then to have to go
through that,,,
BNM: Have any class action suits
or anything like that been brought

And we'd like to do more than
we're dong in terms of that.
BNM: So, okay, why are people
being investigated?

C.E.: Why? Do you want to
know the reasons why people can
be investigated or are you asking
why does the department investi-
gate people?

BNM: Both.

C.E.: Both? Well, I could read
you the list of boring criteria but
since I don't have them in front of
me [ couldn't probably give them
to you correctly, but I could mail
them to you if you want for G.A.,
non-assistance food stamps and
AED.C.

But why does the depart-
ment actually investigate people?
There are various reasons. One, of
course, is for clients trying to cheat
the system. When the F.R.E.D,
program is cost effective, they get
reimbursement from state and fed-
eral, And also just because they're
very suspicious. | mean people,
usually people with jobs, tend to
look down on people with A F.D.C.
They figure if you're broke, you
didn't pay rent, car loans and so on
with all that, you must've done
something wrong. So in terms of
even your A.F.D.C. application or
G.A. application, whatever, they
are suspicious of you. That seems
to be the general attitude taken.

They'll never say it. They
go under the pretense of verifying
eligibility, But, 1 mean, I'm an ex-

[ESQUERRA on next puge|
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welfare recipient after all. And I
know the attitude is there. It's
there. And you know, people may
argue that it"s a chip on AF.D.C."s
shoulder. You know what I mean?
You're always suspected of being
this low-life criminal type who's
always poing to ry to get over
even if you ask for things you're
entitled to. Like homeless assis-
lance.

BNM: We were talking toa S.LU
mvestigator up in Tehama County.
He was saying that one out of four
recipients are guilty of fraud.
C.E: Whatis fraud?

BNM: They believe it's a way of
getting over on the system,

C.E.: But hey, what is fraud, first
of all? Is it a cnme is it a fraud to
have to work under the table? So
you can feed your kid, so you can
keep your rent paid, so you don’t
wind up on the street? You know,
having a kid that grows up like
that, he's probably going to grow
up to be some kind of criminal
caught up in the system. Yes, and
then it’s going to cost the state and
the government more.

BNM: Do you believe that’s the
attitude of all 5.1.1). agents?
(C_F: Yes, 8111 specifically?
Yes! Everybody's guilty until
proven innocent.

BNM: Whal are the recipients
doing to get investigated and, do
you feel that some of these inves-
tigations are unwarranted? Are
they still saying things like there
are men's clothing in the closet?
(.E.:: F.R.E.D.? Absolutely, they
are still saying things like there is
men's clothing in the closel. Yes,
that's suspicion for denying a per-
son benefits. If there is evidence

showing an adult male living there.
You know, who is that adult male?
Could it be a roommate that you
don’t want them to know about?
Could it be her husband? It could
be, but is that the baby's father? Is
it your husband? Is it somebody
who escaped from El Salvador with
their life on their back? You know
what | mean?

BNM: Right

C.E.: And these recipients don't
want to tell. I mezn there could be
various reasons why there are
men’s clothes. | may wear men’s
clothes. There are lots of them in
my closet. Maybe my Mom wears
Army boots; stores them in there.
Whatever. [ think you see what
I"'m getting at. But anyway, yeah,
people are being discontinued be-
cause of that. I mzan I could po as
far as to say that sventually.
BNM: Okay, the last question is
for you 1o describe treatment atti-
tude toward recipients, but I'm
pretty sure we'vealready covered
that.

C.E.:: No, let mz tell you, 5.1.U.
15 a whole different ball game from
F.R.E.D. §.1.U. isa bunch of peace
officers who, quote-unquote can
bear fire-arms. IS a choice, but
they all do. They all carry guns.
I'he way they do the investigation
is much more...

BNM: Intimidating?

C.E.: No, not necessanly. In fact,
it might be less. It's much more
conniving, it's much more stealthy,
it’s really reticent. It's ugly. 1 mean,
because the investigator | saw in-
vestigating this client; the scenario
was, well, it came from when [
talked to him before. He thought
she had a job from the lime before
because he didn’t know how she

got paid because il seems they
couldn 't find any cash income that
she was making. She wasn’t mak-
ing any cash income. She wasina
training program of some sort.

Anyway, there was also
another question about how many
children she had. Whether she had
eligible children. Well, when me,
the client and her two children
wenl to the S.1.U. office, he said,
*'Oh, hi little girl. What's your
name?"" And, I don’t know, that
struck me as odd. [ don't like cops.
I mean, just being poor, and grow-
ing up, and being a minonty (I'ma
Filipina), [ don’t like cops, and I
have a sixth sense about them.

And when he asked that to
the little girl, you know, “hi,what's
your name”, I'm thinking, “hey,
wait a second, who cares? And
then he went on to talk to her after
she gave the name, and as he was
talking he started writing things
down. And then he asked the other
little girl, *"Oh, what's your
name?"” And, you know, the cli-
ent was kind of caught off guard
becanse, after that incident and
then during the rest of the invest-
gation she said, *'oh, he was pretty
nmice.” | said, “"no, he wasn't, he
was checking to see if you had
your kids with you. He was asking
the kids what their names were,""
You know what | mean? So, that's
S.LU. You know, they say “we
want o be here to help you, and we
Jjust want to prove that the welfare
regulations have been followed
accordingly.”

Bullshit!! Bullshijt!!
Bullshit!! You know? They're
conniving. And because they have
the capacity of referring a case, a
quote, unquote welfare fraud case
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Tactowe you 52,200 more. They

over for criminal proseculion,
they're very dangerous.

BNM: OK. Do you see any future
happenings in stopping F.R.E.D.
or improving FR.ED.?

C.E: I would like to eliminate
FR.ED. altogether. The whole
idea of a unit being set up specifi-
cally to, quote-unquote, verify in-
formation and then they don’t fol-
low the rules... that, no, there's
something very wrong with that.
When you set out an army against
people who need help. And you
expend that much money on a little
army 1o verify shit that these people
who need help tell them.

BNM: Is there anything in the
plans right now to improve it?
C.E.: Are there any plans to im-
prove it? At this point, me person-
ally and I'm not speaking for any-
one else, I don’t see any room for
improvement as far as us going up
there and us meeting the FR.ED,
Advisory Committee, Going up
there and talking our heads off toa
wall. You know? I would just say,
eliminate the program. Eliminate
the program altogether. You know,
they're our rules, we all helped put
them together; they're not being
followed. And if they can’t do
that, then why have them?

BNM: So are there any plans to
have them discontinued by any
supervisory state-level organiza-
tion? Will grassroots advocacy
efforts like yours help in changing
the ground rules for welfare fraud?
C.E.: F.RE.D. was supposed to
be run under a set of guidelines
that was monitored by the Board
of Supervisors. Since they're not
doing it, it should be eliminated.

FRAUD INVESTIGATOR
7 ACCEFURE BF
Wayne Gunther,
Jehama County,
California

1 got a call from a private
attorney who was representing
Shelly Rainer. Her personal attor-
ney. Apparently, the welfare fraud
unit had arrested Shelly Rainer
and put her in jail for welfare fraud.
Her attorney calls me and says |
want to hire you and investigate
this case for the defense because 1
know there is something wrong
with it and I don't think she did
this. I investigated the thing and
determined that they had screwed
up from start to finish, This woman
had done nothing wrong.

What happened was she
did what they said she had done
but the regulations said she could
doit. She had not violated the law,
it appeared that she had but no-
body bothered to check the regula-
tions. They ran with it and put her
in jail.

Anyway, 1 investigated
the thing, T looked at all the regu-
lgﬁuns. I wrote a good report, |
cited a bunch of case law to the
attorney. He goes and sits down
with the DA and the welfare de-
partment and says look, here is
what my guy who used to be your

nvestigator tells me and he
5ays you're al] wet here.

They dismissed the
chnn.gas Against her, They said you
don’t owe us thar §5,000.00. We

ended up dropping all the charges
and paying her all the money due
her. Nowl understand hr:r attor-
ney has filed 2 claim against the
county for false arrest.

i’1l tell you this, Since I
have gotten my private investiga-
tors license I have investigated four
cases of welfare fraud for various
attorneys where that sort of tl_1ing
has happened. Ihave determined
none of these people should have
been charged with any crime and
they in fact have had the charges
against them dismissed. Now that
is four different instances. 1 at-
tribute these errors to the fact that
they-are overwhelmed with cases.
I think the idea often is, we'll write
it, submit it and if the DA agrees
and charges it maybe they'll bar-
gain it down and plead guilty and
go about their business and I'l)
never hear any more about it. That
happens a lot.

Once in a while you pet a
defendant or defense altorney who
gets stubborn about it and says
hey, I didn"t do anything wrong
and hire somebody like myself who
has done that same work within
;ilr:t;}:tem and knows how the

operates then you sit down
and start tearing th:glr-ﬂcase apart
and find the mistakes if there are

any; people say, hey, I told

I really think most of

these
overlond, wopkers" From work

orkers i 1
Ohold the ling, o TYIN8
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OVERSIGHT COMMITTER
DISBANDED
Violated By Deparimens Of
Soctal Services

Julia Velson
Homeless Advocacy Project

Basicaily we fee, there'

a couple of things, the simplest
way lo say it is that we feel that the
changes that we negotiated within
the committee are simply not be-
ing implemented at the front line,

- and continuing to prepare for these
meetings is very time consuming
for all of us and we feel that we
have to take our struggle to a dif-
ferent level at this point. We are
going to ask to meet directly with
Julia Lopez |D.5.5.] and discuss
our concemns about actually imple-
menting the changes at the front
line and training workers appro-
priately. We know that there was
aso-called training, We have heard
from sources inside D.S.S. that it
was not a very effective training.
We want to meet with Julia and see
what comes out of it. I think that
for in order for the committee, and
the committee as a whole has not
discussed this, but I think for the
Oversight Committee to keep
meeting, that we need to have some
Teassurances, some guarantees,
from Julia Lopez about implement-
ing this program and perhaps some
hand in participating in the rain”
ing, we have to have some way of
insuring that the changes that the
Department has agreed to will in
fact be implemented. 1 belicv®
that we were going to request the
‘meeting with Julia within the next

—

_-_-_-_-_______-l

___-_-_-_-_‘—-—-_

Iwo WEE]-_[H‘ hLI.t l don't’ know Thﬂ.t.
the meeting wil) aciyatly be held
Within the DEX! two weeks.

Bob Capistrang
San Francisco Neighborhood

Legal Rights Foundation

1 would say it is because
the Depariment of Social Services
was not following through with
their committment to provide ad-
equate training to the eligibility
workers. The eligibility workers
were not following through with
the County’s obligation to first
clarify with the client whether or
not there was a misunderstanding
before referning the client o FRED,
and both the FRED workers and
the eligibility workers who had
apparently been taking referrals
were on the edges or outside the
referrral criteria that the commu-
nity and the Depertment had agreed
upon. The Oversight Committee
will have to evaluale whether lo
continue to meet depending upon
the Department’s reaction to the
points we brought up.

Michael Tancock
Department of Social Services

I find it unfortunate that
the community will not meet with
us. We hadavﬂygmdpmw in
motion and I'm dissapointed we
can't move further with it. My
understanding is that the represen-
iatives want to meet with the Gen-
eral METIBEE' aﬂ'd the Slumal Ser-
vices cﬂmmisinn to discuss the
matter of 1o :unﬁdnncﬂ.‘ From
there I'm not sure what will hap-

ACCUSED OF

FRAUD
One Latina's Story

by: Judy Blochowiak

MEI}' 15 a 57 year old
Salvadorean woman. Mary ap-
plied for General Assistance and
signed form 8072 Interpretation
Services Cover Sheet requesting a
translator and forms in Spanish.
She was never given a translator, a
Spanish speaking worker, or forms
in Spanish. Mary requested that
when she did her workfare that she
could learn a skill that would help
her find a job.

She did her workfare at
the V.A. Hospital and learmed how
to take blood from clients and how
to perform simple lab tests. Mary
continued to do her workfare, but
found a job using the skills in
which she leammed at the V.A. Hos-
pital, She went on like this for a
long time; she worked at the V.A.
for her workfare, collected a G.A.
check, and worked part time so
that she could send money home
1o her family in El Salvador. Mary
did not understand that she had to
report her income to General As-
sistance; she thought that by stay-
ing at the V.A. Hospital she was
earning her welfare check.

It was then discovered
through an LE.V.5. report that she
was eamning money. She was no-
tified by 5.1.U. and was brought in
for an appointment. 1n this ap-
pointment, her S.1.U. worker wrote

pen.
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up an athdavit stating the [acts of
her case and had Mary sign it. The
8.1.U. worker did not speak Span-
ish nor was the affidavit written in
Spanish. The Department of So-
cial Service's collection agency
then notified Mary that she had to
repay the amount owed (over
$3,000.00) and pressured her to
sign a repayment agreement at a
rate that she was unable to afford.
At this time she sought help with
an advocacy agency.

Wh:n heér case was
brought lo trial as a civil suit the
attorney worked with the D.S.S.
on a repayment agreement. Her
charges were for 54.500.00 and
the repayment agreement was for
about $100.00 & month.

011 the criminal side, she
went to O.R. (the Own Recogni-
zance Project) and tumned herself
in for the criminal charges. She
went to court and was represented
by a Public Defender and a privale
attorney (there was a confusion of
representation) so the Public De-
fender represented her and Mary
was able to express her opinion.
She convinced the judge that she
has done a lot of volunteer work at
the Veterans' Administration and
that this should count towards her
sentence so that she should not be
required to do more seérvice, The
judge agreed with her and she
ended up with only one to two
years of probation.

—_— e
Judy Blochowiak was formerly a
Benefits Advocate for the Tender-
lpin Self Help Center, a non-tracdi-

tional mental health agency.
]

( HAMILTON |
 FAMILY
SHELTER
 Like
Fraud Victim

% ”

he shelter opened in De-

cember, 1985, The game

rooms of the youth center
were opened up 5o people sleep-
ing in the park and off the street—
families and women could come
in and get out of the rain and the
cold. ‘What people thought would
be a temporary situation eventu-
ally grew into a permanent situa-
tion. Owver the years the shelter
population grew, the space that we
used grew, hours and the services
we provided grew until now we're
a 24 hour full service center for
families with support services and
three meals a day.

In October of 1990 we ran
out of money and weren't sure if
we were going to keep the doors
Open ar nat and began to go through
the system to find out who had
sources of funding. Public sources
were the most immediate because
if we did close it would be their
responsibility to take care of the
families would fall on the Mayor's
Office and the Department of So-
cial Servipas,

50 we went to the DSS and
the Mayor's Homeless Fund and
Myra Snyder who I spoke to was
open 1o give us emETEENCY money
30 WE could make payroll. But
then she turped us down so we

BNM 22

—aver did get it from there. How-
ever the DSS requested a 550,000
allocation amendment [0 OUT COn-
tract. It took us a Iong. long, long
time before we saw any of that
money for 1 guess bureaucratic
TEASOns. We expected that money
to be forthcoming because our
shortfalls were immediate, how-
ever, because of a nu mber of red
tape snafus where they kept chang-
ing the billing requirements our
invoices were rejected and had to
be redone which was of course an
incredible strain for us at a time
when we were supposed to be pro-
viding services.

ur strategy simply was go
O ing in and asking for more
money, The services we
provide deserve public support and
indeed we feel that the City is
obligated to support them. Our
goal was to get them to look at the
shelter, a multi-service center with
baseline service needs. A 24 hour
shelter, serving three meals a day,
and providing support services.
The way the City looked at us as
far as their obligations was just as
an overnight shelter, That was the
first strategic issue we took on.
We tnldthem we would not reduce
OUF services, that we were provid-
INg a minimum of what a family
needs and we should be funded for
that. They were establishing a
new multi-service center in the
Richmond and funding it for do-
ing exactly the same thing as us.
. We presented a budget
which more than doubled what
they had been giving us, They
CAme at us wi
B With a counter praposal
TISing our base contract some what

LA N N
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and then creating an incentive for
us to raise private money so that up
ioa ceiling they would match fifty
cents to the dollar all new private
mﬂiﬁ.lhﬂlwﬁ'-rﬂjfd. There were
a lot of points we differed on that,
but that is where in the end we

settled it

eally though, to get the at
tention of the DSS we did

a news conference in No-
vember. Their position was you
guys fucked up, what did you do
wrong that you're out of money.
Gur position was what the City is
expecting us to do with the burden
of taking care of the people the city
isnot taking care of is <o much and
s0 expensive that the City should
fund us.

S0 we had this press con-
ference in which we stated that we
would close unless we received
increased public support. And we
put the responsibility for that in
the lap of the City.

hat was confusing to us
when were first got into
trouble was that we needed
10 start fundraising naturally. That
was the problem. Everybody
wailted us to develop a new ac-
Counting system. We didn't have
time for that, We were going into
Ihe peak holiday season where we
new the demand for our Services
Would increase, so we were very
Tesentfu] of the fact that the DSS
0t an auditor down. We WerE
able to convince him that it was
N0t the appropriate time. That
we were through with the

fine, we understand that

[ People wan—

“OPIe want 1o know how their
E‘*"”Eﬁ’ IS Spent. That is normal,
€ Were able 1o pet them to back
down on that and acrually when
meaud]tmﬁlﬂminata better ime
for us he proved to be a great deal
Dfﬂ.&&iita_nr;:,

hen we went into crisis it

was due to the fact that our

income was too low for
what we were trying to do. We
WETe Irying to provide meals, heat,
shelter to families, Suddenly, the
microscope was on us and we were
made to feel puilty because were
broke. 1 felt “fredded” as in the
F.R.E.D. program. That is I think
what happens to the families we
serve. We felt we were being
investigated instead of supported,
instead of saying, hey, wait a
minute. What they're doing is
important work. IU's expensive,
but it's a bargain for the City.
What happened was we were put
on the defensive for quite awhile.
And it felt like, hearing about
FRED investigations from some
of our clients, it felt like that. The
Ma}rqr’s Office sent a financial
analyst and he sent an auditor and
we said, hey, send fundraisers,
That's what we needed.

We could really appreci-
ate the way Some of our folks feel
when they have to deal with FRED
or power groups in general. You
know, on AFDC people do not
receive what they need to live on.
And then when they run out of
money they are investgated, which
is what happened [0 US.

e
Dick Clark was aciing direcror

+ Hamilron Shelrer, and now

wworks ar St. Anthon s Foundaion

The New Family
Multi-Service
Cenier
What Does It Really
Offer?
by: 1. Walter Carson

1. Malcolm Garcia
By Ng MEANS Editors

IF YOU WERE HOME-
LESS AND GIVEN A CHOICE,
which of these two options would
you prefer—an agency that blames
the vichim or an agency that suffo-
cates the victim through kindness?
Like All State Insurance, you're in
good hands with Catholic Chari-
ties and the St. Vincent de Paul
Socicty. Their Richmond Hills
Manor—Family Residence offers

both approaches.
The name “Richmond
Hills Manor—Family Residence™

gives us a clue to the attitudes
these agencies hold toward fami-
lies without homes. Admittedly,
such a name can ease fears in a
neighborhood that does not under-
stand homelessness, It isa name
that can slide easily into a commu-
nity without attracting too much
attention. Unfortunately, Rich-
mond Hills Manor—Family Resi-
dence also suggests a golf club in
a well-to-do white neighborhood,
Spats. White pants. Caddies. The
works, with margaritas to go.

In other words, folks just
like us, right?

Well, that's exactly what
the Richmond Mcighborhood Ad-
visory Committee wanted to hear,
Comments such as, “They will
leamn from us...not that we're bet-

e
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ter than them," " People who live
there will live up to our example,”
“Are we talking about perverts
here, the lowest of the low from
San Quentin?™ *We'll make col-
oring books for the children to
show them how to pick up litter,”
“What terrible people are we talk-
ing about? What dreadful things
can they do to us?" all indicate a
willingness by them to use preju-
dice against homeless people to
perpetuate local fears. This also
provided an opportunity for the
reactionary backwash to flood over
the Asian residents (referred to as
“those Orientals™) as well. Nei-
ther of the provider representa-
tives present attempted to address
the blatant racism or anti-home-
less paranoia indulged in through-
out the meeting.

BUT NOT TO WORRY.
The residents of the Richmond
District will not be exposed to any
such boogie men, According to
Laudres Martinez of Catholic
Charities, “The derelicts you see
on Geary Street are not the fami-
lies coming in.”

Yet how is that value judge-
ment to be determined? What
screening mechanism will be in
place w weed vut the “derelicis™
from “truly deserving™ poor
people? Is this institutional or com-
munity prejudice?

Well, let's see. It appears
it's going to be community preju-
dice supported and fed through
misinformation by the service pro-
viders. According to the St
Vincent de Paul Seciety, “We do
indeed understand the fear home-
less people invoke in homeowners,
renters, and business people...we

want to design ways we can ad-
dress those concerns,”

How? By not challenging
the ootrageous remarks adum-
brated above? By encouraging the
social bigotry and ignorance these
statements represent when a ser-
vice provider attempts to ease
concerns with reassurances that
the “derelicts” on Geary Street
won't be admitted? Clearly, the
provider's lack of initiative with
regard to these issues settles them
by default.

Some of my best friends
are black too.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES
claimed that through its Job Bank,
families would be provided jobs.
However, according to projections
by members of the San Francisco
Job Alhance, the job market for
skilled and semi-skilled labor lo-
cally will be shrinking as the ten-
dencies toward tighter staffing
policies and higher tech work sta-
tions continues. The people these
two service agencies hope to pro-
vide employment for will be fur-
ther marginalized by this trend.
Recent statistics indicate that for
EVery one percent increase in un-
employment there is a correspond-
ing eleven percent increase in
homelessness.

How do you like them
odds, neighbor?

No amount of wishful
thinking and unconscious discrimi-
nation against financially disad-
vantaged families will change the
fact that homelessness is not the
result of bad planning or bad char-
acter on the part of individuals or
families themselves. Moreover,
people who presently enjoy some

——asure of economic security
can’t, on the basis of r.ur_rent sol-
vency, be certain they will never
become homeless themselves.

Line forms to the left, folks.

Social Service agencies
which encourage false hopes and
social bigotry among many well-
meaning but uninformed Ricl:u-
mond neighborhood residents in
order to preserve their contracts
and their own delusions of ad-
equacy are as much a part of the
problem as the “derelicts” who
must endure their counsel.

ONE HAND DIRTIES
THE OTHER. (Shall we give
them a service manual and cray-
ons to illustrate how to do this?
No, you're nght—that's expecl-
ing too much of their kind).

Al its best, which in real
terms is reduced expectations, this
program will be one of conde-
scending charity and at its worst
one of benign bigotry,

| THE ROSE |

by Bryan Lyden

7he rose so sweet,
_ bor
- Bitter to the
pleker’s fand,
Never taken five.

Bryan Lyden is o musician

and artist working in the Se-
attle areg. He is the son of

—
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THE CASE
AGAINST
BUREAUCRATIC
OVERKILI,

An Interview With
Jean Amabile, Public Defender,
San Francisco Counry

TI_H general picture is that
it is a requirement if you are on
general assistance to comply with
the workfare program. Street
sweeping, laundry at San Fran-
cisco General Hospital; that sort
of thing. There is the whole issue
of whether or not the County is
exploiting welfare recipients
through cheap labor that can not
be considered job training, but that
is another matter.

There was an allegation
that although my client was other-
wise eligible for general assistance,
he had produced a fraudulent let-
ter fraudulently stating that he had
a severe medical problem, AIDS.
He was considered in violation of
the Welfare Fraud Act and the
District Attorney decided to pro-
céed with charges.

What was unusual about
the case, assuming for the moment
that all of it was true, was that the
amount of the overpayment was
something like six hundred dol-
lars. The delineation of what is &
misdemeanor and what is a felony
is four hundred dollars. In other
Words, if you are overpaid under
four hundred dollars it is a misde-
meanor. So basically you have an
Overpayment of two hundred dal-
lars and they made the decision 10
Make it into a felony. That was

——

\E-y unusual & similar circom-
slance of an oyerpayment of
$600.00 would, | believe, have
been charged as 5 misdemeanor
but for the fact that it was an AIDS
related type case,

W Nﬁw I think part of the
Justification for that on the part of
the D.A."s Office was that if in fact
it was true that people were fraudu-
lently stating they had AIDS it was
VEry sort of ethically improper
when there are s0 many people
really suffering from AIDS and its
a public health crisis to take ad-
vantage of that for your own gain
purely out of sheer laziness or
whatever. I believe that was the
D.A."s perspective and why they
charged this as a felony. I'm only
aware of this one case being treated
like this by the D.A.’s office.

In this case there are four
people charged, One of them isa
person charged with fraudulently
producing the letter. The doctor
who wrote the letter was as | un-
derstand it the subject of an inves-
tigation that he was practicing
medicine without a license. T don’t
know whether or not he was. Those
charpes have never been brought
up in court. Ibelieve that the D.A.
chose not to file those charges.
They were satisfied that in another
case his probation was revoked
and he was already Serving a year
in county jail. That was sufficient
for them.

So, what we're left with
then is a Sit“ati??;dw}lm several

o le relied on a person
:rﬂh]u “ﬁ'ﬁ"g IR Okl o o
mmmunitf as a medical doctor.
That is an issue of whel:!m' or not
their reliance Was justified.

or not they really believed
he was a doctor. If they really
believed he was doctor then they
haven’t committed any crime be-
cause they went to see someone
they believed was a doctor and he
said you're sick. He wrote a letter
and they submitted the letter. How
many people see a doctor and ask
for their doctor’s license?

Wha{l did was 1o sub-
poena those records and it turned
out they were not fraudulent. Those
records did in fact show that the
person was indeed HIV positive.
So, 1 believe the bottom line is,
assuming the worst, that the per-
son my client went to was not a
legitimate doctor, but the unfortu-
nate reality is that my client is HIV
positive and he is eligible for ben-
efits and a release from workfare.

However, the other wrinkle
in the case, is that there is a brand
new case which I have not read but
the D.A. told me about which also
indicates that the D.A, will not be
able to proceed on this. My theory
before I knew anything about
whether or not my client had AIDS
was that there was no fraud com-
mitted that did any harm because
my client was already eligible for
General Assistance without the
letter. He was only getting what
he was entitled to anyway and
whether or not he had to work did
not amount to a fraud on the De-
partment since he had already been
collecting General Assistance from
October and the letter was not sub-
mitted until March of the next year,
S0, he already had a track record
where he was on GA and he wasn't
required to work.

[OVERKILL on next page|

_-——-_-_-___—
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l understand that what
happens when you alledge that
you're sick is that they send you to
their own doctor within the DES,
right? Well, they never did that in
this case. They have the duty 1
believe according to the General
Assistance procedures that if
you're too sick to work they refer
you to a GA doctor. They never
bothered to do this, probably be-
cause of the bureaucracy, They let
it po, let it all go, until finally they
put their foot down and said by the
way we need this letter and they
ot the letter and at some point
they determined that the doctor
was operating without a license.

Su, then what they did
was say po pet supplemental docu-
mentation and my client went to a
second doctor who also confirmed
he was sick and then he got his lab
test. The second doctor 15 also
allegedly not a licensed physician.
So, it's a bit of a sticky wicket but
my defense is that my guy had a
right to rely on this guy who origi-
nally diagnosed it. And even if he
is not a licensed doctor the reality
is that he is HIV positive. He is
already eligible for GA and he has
committed no fraud. Period.

I'm not sure what your
story angle is. Part of it certainly
should be that they have treated
these guys harshly right off the bat
by charging it as a felony instead
of as a misdemeanor, So there was
a sort of political thing going on.
They just cut him off.

They were very precipi-
tous and they made a very snap
judgement. Idon't think they did

any kind of investigation because
had they subpoenaed the records
of the lab they would have found
out that in fact the lab had done the
test and that my client was HIV
positive. And now the whole
house of cards is unravelling and 1
don’t think they have a case against
my guy and [ think they know that.

W]Td.l] find is, because
you are dealing with these enor-
mous bureaucrecies, that if you
really do look carefully at what
you have, very often mistakes have
been made. In fact, the overpay-
ment is significantly less than what
is being charged or a payment
didn't occur at all. That sort of
thing, Itisanightmare of scrutiny.
What that says about the big pic-
ture is that it is pretty cold out
there. People are making mistakes
and they are dealing with policies
instead of the human reality of
poverty.

[jusr. saw SOme statistics.
The case load for felonies has just

-gone up, We have been moving up

in terms of the number of cases
going up to superior court. Our
staff is down because of the bud-
get cuts and the freeze on hiring.
We're doing more cases with less

peaple.

I think it is absurd, this
push of cutting social programs
and building more jails and hiring
more cops. About the only thing
working for defendants right now
in the system s the fact there are
not enough jails for the numbers of
people society wants 1o put away.

S0, everybody serves about
half of the ariginal sentence given

ip them, which 15 beneficial when
you consider that people are re-
ceiving sentences way out of pro-
portion to what the charges are.
All of which is a much more com-
plicated scenario of the commu-
nity not being part of the criminal
justice system, not understanding
the system and still demanding
that we getl tough on crime. So
they go on creating longer sen-
tences, crealing determinant sen-
tences which leaves the judge with
no discretion; they're creating lots
of priorable type of sentences
where if you have this charge it's
an automatic five year sentence,

wm!.rm have more and
more are longer jail sentences for
what really, if you look at the ac-
tual conduct, are not justified.
That is a problem that is not being
addressed because the community
is not fully aware what it costs,
what the trade-offs are to incarcer-
ate somebody. It costs $24 000,00
a year to keep someone in the state
prison system and that doesn't in-
clude all the personnel, adminis-
tration, housing, and food. What
you could do with $24,000.00 on
the outside is a lot better than that.

My guys are destitute,
uneducated, they are trying to sur-
Vive in a system in which there
really is no end, so their conduct is
labelled criminal when it is actu-
ally just survival. It may be the
product of delusions, dementia,
drugs and various other things but
those problems are not being ad-
dressed by incarceration,

Jean Amabile is gn artorney for

the 8.F, Public D:;mirr'r ﬂgr:-r.
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JAIL REFORM
e POLICIES
The Absence Of Choices

by: Mark Mauer
The Sentencing Project
Washington, D.C.

The Sentencing Project
' jsa non-prefil organization that is
- devoted to criminal justice reform.
We help o develop altemnative sen-
tencing programs and we do re-
search and advocacy on issues of
enme and pumshment. We started
in 1986 in Washington, D.C. This
Project actually grew out of an-
other organization, the National
Legal Aid and Defender Associa-
tion. It came out of a pilot project
they had organized to develop
some alternative sentencing pro-
gram models to serve indigent de-
fendants. The desire was to see if
they were appropriate models for
that group of clients to keep some
offenders out of prison, The pilot
project was by and large success-
ful and so it then went on to form
an organization devoted to spread-
ing that concept and developing a
Ereater variety of programs.

A study we released in
January found that the United
States has the highest recorded rate
of incarceration in the world,
Ereater than that of any other coun-
try. Ten years ago we were num-
ber three in the world, behind South
Africa and the Soviet Union. In
the past decade we have surpassed
those two countries and have be-
come the world leader in the pro-
Pportion of people in prison.

. We also Tooked at the situ-
ation of black males in this coun-
try and we found that black males
Are INCarcerated at a rate four times
tl_m of black males jn South Af-
nea. We believe the reason for
this lies in crime rates and criminal
Justice policies,

I you look at crime rates,
particularly assayltive crimes, vio-
lent crimes which are more likely
to lead to a prison sentence, then
the United States does have higher
rates of crime for these offenses
than many countries. This pro-
vides a part of the explanation.

What we have also seen
since 1980 is that there have been
no dramatic changes in cnime for
that period but at the same time we
have had a doubling of the inmate
population in the country. We
ascribe that to changes in criminal
justice policies. The system has
potten much harsher; the so-called
“get tough" movement which you
can see in the use of mandatory
sentencing, tougher sentencing,
longer sentencing, cutbacks in pa-
role and “good time.” In general,
more police, MOre prosecutors,
more prisons, all resulting in more
people being caught up in the sys-
tem in greater numbers without
much relevance to the crime rate
in terms of that increase.

It is a question of where
the impetus comes from. Political
leaders will say the people de-
mand this. They wan; us to do
something aboul crime and will
5up‘pﬂ-1"l this. I miﬂ!’.’._ﬂ lot of the
hurden i5 on the P'DIIHI:HJ leaders.
My reading of the public mood is

not 50 much that people want to
build more prisons and Jock people
up, but that people want to do
something about crime. The prob-
lem is that the only choice that
politicians normally give them is
to build more prisons or just to
keep enduring the status quo.

I think if we offered
people a choice of we could build
more prisons or alternatively we
could fund more drug treatment
programs, put more money into
low-income housing, have belter
schools, better health care, things
like that, then I feel we would see
a real difference in opinion about
what would be the best policy to
control crime. [ think most people
recognize that all of those factors
play a role in coniributing to crime,
préventing crime.

In the absence of choices
like that, when people are asked to
support a bond issue to build more
prisons, well, it seems like we're
doing something about cnime so
people support that. [ think it only
points out the lack of real choices
in dealing with crime. That is why
we have had this escalating seres
of decisions and the system get-
ting larger and larger in the past
len Lo twenty years,

There is definitely a cor-
relation between poverty and
crime., We need to remember,
however, that most poor people do
not commit crimes and many
wealthy people do commit crimes,
and so there are a lot of complex
issues there, We do know that
joblessness and homelessness are
correlated somewhat with in-
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creased crimes and other land of
stresses on people’s lives.

Ome study from the Rand
Corporation last year looked at the
drug dealers in Washington, D.C.
What they found was contrary to
the stereotype of people driving
around in BMW's making a for-
tune off of drugs. The typical drug
dealer was employed at relatively
low wages at a legiimate job mak-
ing roughly ten thousand dollars a
year in legitimate work and then
was supplementing that with an
additional twenty thousand dol-
lars a year from drug income.

S0 the question that raises
of course is if a person can get a
legitimate job at thirty thousand
dollars a year, how many of that
group would drop out of the drug
trade. We don’t know the answer
to that, but my guess would be that
quite a few people would. It is
hard to get by on ten thowsand
dollars a year but you can do all
right at thirty thousand, If you
want to look at it as income-gener-
ating activity, that is what it comes
down to in this instance.

I think it is appropriate
to say that the prison system is
becoming our social welfare sys-
tem. Some people have pointed
out that the only low-income hous-
ing we have built for poor people
in the last decade has been the
prison system. It isa real vicious
cycle.

We cut back all these pro-
grams and we have high levels of
crime and we therefore respond
by building more prisons. The

more we spend on prison the less
money we have for education and
housing and other kinds of pro-
prams. We are selling up a cycle
geared to breed more crime.

1 think what people [ail
to see sometimes is that you can be
mad at these guys who commil
crimes, wish them the worst and
all that, but when we send some-
one to prison more than 95% of
them will come out someday. It
may be in six months or in six
years, but when they've served their
sentences, they re coming out and
living right next door to us.

Strictly from a crime con-
trol point of view it is in everyone's
interest that the person coming out
has a greater chance of survival in
a legitimate productive way than
what he or she had in the first
place. If that means getting an
education or meaningful job skills
or substance abuse treatment, then
so be it. That approach is a very
sound erime control policy from

everybody's perspective.

I think it is disgraceful
that people serving free food to
homeless people is forbidden and
forestalled by means of police abu-
siveness and judicial harassment.
However, those arrests do not
amount to a substantial number of
people overall, There are other
similar things, for example, people
handing out needles to addicts.
You pet some arrests for that. Themre
is some of that going on. We
wouldn't say it is a substantial
portion of the arrests. It certainly
is & waste of everybody's resources
to continue that.

HE NEVER
HAD A
PRAYIER

Terry Prayer On His
Jailing In San Diego

'@n May 1, 1991 T was
arrested in San Francisco while
being cited for jaywalking. 1 was
told that a warrant had been issued
for my arrest. The warrant was
dispensed in February, 1987 fora
probation violation. | was taken
into custody and housed at the
Bryant Street City Jail for a day.
The next morning I was put on a
bus and taken to L.A. Central Jail,
booked and incarcerated for the
night. The next moming, about
B:00 am, I was called to po and
prepered for travel to San Diego
County. When we arrived, [ was
searched and booked and put in
the holding tank with the other
captives.

After a couple of days, 1
wis transferred to the Las Colinas
Men's Detention Facility in Santee,
which is northeast of San Diego.
There | was kept in Dorm 9, It
wasn't until June 6th that I was
contacted by the Probation Office.
It was in the form of a visit from
one of the officers. She was very
polite and did not treat me as a
lawbreaker. After going through
my files and speaking with me
awhile, she told me that I had been
falsely arrested and that the police
had no jurisdiction lo apprehend
me. She said that apparently 1 was
on probation up until a certain date

IPRAYER on nexr page|
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[PRAYER from last page]

in February and that by the time
the warrant was 1ssued, I had com-
pleted my probation and was free
from any more probational ac-
countability.

She then informed me that
she would get this information
through to the appropriate chain of
command and suggest that I be
released ASAP with no further
probation; case closed. [ was fi-
nally released at 1:05 am on June
Bth from the San Diego County
Jail. Without my shoes and some
other clothing, I was ternbly cold,
but the property window was not
open at that time, They didn't
even say they were sorry for any-
thing.

Besides keeping some of
my property, one Sheriff even told
me that 1 would get everything
back but my Polo cologne, and
sure enough, when I pot my bag
back, it was gone. 1t took me about
eleven days to get back to San
Francisco. Although I did contact
someone about possibly filing a
suit against the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, I was told that it wouldn't do
any good and that the most that I
could look forward to was maybe
getting a trip arranged to get back
home. 1 did not want to wait around
for what might not ever happ:::n,
so I started thinking about finding
myself my own way back. By the
way, the one lawyer who told me
this was an attorney named Lee
Witham of San Diego.

When 1 was told to return
home and check my mailbox, 1
found it full of job offiers from the
State of California, all of which
were null and void because the

tinal reply dates had all passed.
Besides missing possible employ-
ment, 1 am now two months be-
hind in my rent, I only hope that I
can be reimbursed for some of the
maonetary losses that I incurred

while 1 was held in cusmd;.
AFTER THE
BALL

by: Eddic Robideaux

l was walking around a
couple one night a couple weeks
ago, ‘cause [ was broke and my
GA wasn't coming through until
the 15th, so T couldn't hang around
at the Anchor Bar with my friends
until then. Okay, so I'm just wan-
dering around, walking from the
Ordway Center up to the State
Capitol and back, just minding my
own business, when the
Governor's party celebrating some
kind of new law or federal grant or
whatever ended and everyone
started coming out, so I just sort of
stopped near the bottom of the
stairs there and looked at them
going out to their big expensive
cars.

I recognized a few of the
people’s faces from the news and
stuff, and there weren't too many
Indians in there, okay, but 1 saw
the wife of one of the McKnight's
or somebody who was weaving a
little on her way down the stairs, A
little too much of the firewater,
hey, and no big deal, I just thought
it was kind of funny, so like an
idiot I said, “Hey tady, you're lucky
you ain't walking in Selbyville
like that; the cops would maybe
have to help you home, eh?"

And guess what, who
comes up night then but a couple of
bulls from the Saint Paul Police
Department saying they'd take care
of the situation, ma'am; sorry sir,
have a nice night, and me, I'm
going to myself, oh shit. 1 figured
we'd dance around a little down
by the fountain, they'd check me
for outstandings and cul me loose.

(aiess again, Geronimo. |
got duckwalked to a squad car and
handcuffed to the safety screen in
back while they gave me a bunch
of shit about being a long way
from the Res, didn't I have some
wild rice to husk or something
while they checked my priors and
frisked me. In my shirt pocket
they found some of my blood pres-
sure pills that I wrapped in a nap-
kin from the White Castle “cause
my bottle got cracked, hey, and I
didn’t want to lose them or any-
thing.

That did it. The bulls
weren't worried about a detox col-
lar anymore, they had a doper on
their hands. They scooted me off
to South Wabasha Station and
yanked me around all the way to
processing, dumped me on the
bench and said, “Stay put while we
do your paperwork, Tonto. Hey,
guys, here comes the first scalp of
the night!™ [ was printed, photoed
and classified. They tossed me in
a tank with a bunch of Mexicans; |
don't know why. Hell, I don"t
even speak Spanish.

Anyhow, I'd called Steve
and Mike, my friends over by
Powderhorn Park across the river,
and they said maybe they could
borrow my bail from Yvonne to-
morrow morning, 50 hang tight
So I did, hey, though I'm sick of
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only fmowing Spanish words ke [ geom The Prison r "
“cabron™ and “pendejo” and 3 R o

“maricon” and all that crap. At | Diary Of David D. || steep

least they didn't rough me up like Johns mmm

the cops did. 1 got bruises on my . 2 ﬂm on weathered snores
arm and everything, and they | [nmafe #1198311, Dorm A cracked windows
weren't from the sloppy needie | San Francisco County Jail nﬂ& exhausted vapors. .
sticks I pet when they draw the #7 i

blood too quick at the Cutter San Bruno. CA i S

Plasma Center on University Av-
enue, either.

To make a long story short,
| lucked out, because Mike got
through to his friend who's a
worker al Loaves and Fishes, a
food line we use a lot, and she
fronted my bail until I got my GA,
so0 I was out before midnight. We
were driving the pickup real slow
dosm Franklin ‘cause Mike's brake
lights and turn signals don’t work
in back and he's got a lot of unpaid
' ticket warrants hanging over him
gnd couldnt handle the tow and
mmpound fees if he got busted. So
here we are crawling along when
we see two cops rousting Susie,
this Chippewa woman we know
who's obviously had a few and
they're shoving her into their car
for a quick hop over to the detox at
Hennepin General and some time
off for rolls and coffee in the can-
teen while she got processed in.
Way to go, guys, she was just
ahout to kick the shit out of some
rich paleface, eh?

If it"s the Governor's wife,
the strain of her position in high
society makes her imbibe too
much; but if she’s a Chippewa
woman, she's just another drunken
SqUawW,
——————
Eddie Robideaux is a Native
American who has been homeless
for most of his adult life fn St. Paul.
-_—

TODAY | AM ADDING
something new to my diary: sad-
ness, anger and frustration. [ am
mourning for my lost buddies. For
my battered self image. The irony
of my situation is that though 1'm
finally so close to my dreams and
hopes, I.am adding to my night-
mares. 1 should mention here that
I am in solidarity with everyone
infected with the HIV disease be-
cause | carry within myself the
knowledge of loss and longing
assoctated with death from an end
50 easily seen and yet stll un-
known:

1 HAVE THE BLACK
seed of AIDS too. The spectre of
death and indignity and prejudice
grows like a hideous weed in my
body. It's threatening to choke the
flowers in my soul's garden. I try
every day to remove its root from
the once fertile soil of my dreams,
but it just shoots up again. Bigger
and blacker, eacy day it seems to
be closer to me.

- AND MY GARDEN de-
vices of such accomplished inge-
nuity are just tin cans and bent
hangers and string next to this hor-
rible reality, The weed of AIDS is
seeding itge]f and the people

around me are its offshoots. Their
callousness and stupidity saps my
garden’s strength of purpose.

FLOWERS DON'T
bloom, vines and roots can't bear
fruit or flower because the water
on my garden is salty with my
tears. Unable to produce the hope
that previous chapters in my dairy
overflowed with, I have no gifis
for the baskets I want to give to my
family of fellow AIDS victims.
The salt from my night sweals
sours the sweemess of the yet un-
bom greens and stalks.

COMPOSTING CAN not
complete the cycle of processing
wasted lives back into healthy soil.
It can't turn a baby's uncontrol-
lable excrement of phlegm and
blood into life supporting soil. Or
death into rebirth. Not with inocu-
lations of suffering and hatred.

MY DREAM GARDEN
has been my worst nightmare. I'm
only growing sadness and more
heartbreaking losses because |
mourn each death from AIDS as
my own. And the God I thought I
Was coming to understand in terms
of my garden is a dark entity,
watching us toil away against in-
Surmountable odds. And the real
irony to me is that | do still care.
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A Repaort
[Fromm
The Res

by: Jay "Dark Amm”
Walters

Executive Director of the
Chippewa Resource and
Advocacy Center

nesota and mum. in the
ineighborheod bounded by
Frankiin, Snelling, Portland
aml Lake Eﬂﬂta.ﬁl Hﬂnmpn-

Advocacy Center (CRA.C)in
1957 ax an independent
Native American legal riphts
and welfare bengfits advocacy
fon in the Twin Cities

The Twin Cities, and
Minneapolis in particular, has the
highest per capita percentage of
residents of Mative American ori-
gin in the U.S. or Canada. This
population also is notable for its
extraordinarily precarious position
in Minneapolis's social structure
and economy. Levels of house-
hold income, educational attain-
ment and life expectancy (the av-
erage age of death for Native
American males is 47) are among
the lowest in the naton, while rates
of alcoholism, drug abuse, incar-
ceration, teen pregnancy, fetal al-
cohol syndrome, single-parent
families, chronic unemployment,
illiteracy and mental illness
(mostly severe depression and
schizophremia) are as high or higher
than those for any comparable
minority ethnic group in the coun-
try today,

The conseqguences of the
AIDS epidemic, AFDC and 5S1
cutbacks and a slaggenng increase
in the numbers of homeless Native
Americans brought about by un-
controlled rent hikes and the elimi-
nation of affordable low-income
housing due to ongoing high-rise
office and hote] construction in
the Twin Cities since the 1960z
are rapidly hastening the process
of racial genocide started by Euro-
pean settlers in Chippewa and
Ojibway lands during the 1800's.

It is easy to feel empathy
for the plight of a people cut off
from their ageless and supposedly
primitivist traditions when their
culture is presented in & format of
cinematographic romanticism and
nostalgic reconciliation such as
was portrayed in the film “Dances

With Wolves" last year, but it was
another matter altogether for the
good burghers of Mirmeapolis who
flocked to this film to even glance
at the dishevelled, unconscious
forms of real life latter-day Native
Americans they stepped over on
city sidewalks en route to the show.
This represented a less than ro-
mantic spectacle of urban decay,
one which has been accelerated by
the application of harsh economic
and social policies directed toward
people of Native American back-
ground since the first peace trea-
ties between white settlers and the
Chippewa tribes were broken over
a century ago.

In my work with Native
Americans from the upper Mid-
west ['ve been repeatedly struck
by their attitude of hopelessness,
counterbalanced by an even more
intense spirit of stubborn resis-
tance which empowers them o
reject the degraded status of worth-
less drunken Indians thal 15 as-
signed to them by this society asa
whole, a feat which is all the more
remarkable in view of the institu-
tionalized racism routinely prac-
ticed here by federal and city offi-
cials, police and white people in
peneral.

As a Native American, |
am profoundly grateful that in spite
of the nearly absolute rejection of
both our cultural and political in-
tegrity and a continuing pattern of
deliberate exclusion for people of
Native American origin from ar-
eas of genuine economic opportu-
nity in the American mainstream,
our tribes still maintain a sense of
heritage which makes the burden
of racist oppression imposed upon

BNM 31



us in° a society ruled by white
man's insecurities and white man’s
laws bearable if not excusable.

The sops thrown to us by
movies such as "Dances With
Wolves" are almost too insulting
to comment upon. Our culture
was not just a charming exotic
pastoral prelude to the advent of
European “progress” on the North
American continent which can be
massaged away by promoting
some misty-eyed epic of primutive
valor against the inevitability of
conquest by a superior civilization
and technology. What attempts to
pass itself off as a visionary work
of redemptive historical justifica-
tion is nothing but a piece of white
revisionist propaganda offered as
a backhanded apology for the near-
slaughter of an enlire people and
their way of life.

Well, that"s just not good
enough! Keep your self-serving
contemporary fantasies of noble
Native American savagery purged
from the lebensraum of virgin
American plains by the irresistible
force of European destiny to your-
selves, becanse the slaughter isn't
over yet. According o official
figures of the 1990 Census, there
are currently fewer than 3,000,000
Native Americans left in the U.S.,
today, and our numbers are ex-
pected to continue diminishing
over the next decade. In Minne-
apolis alone, nearly half of the
clients 1 used to work with in the
1970"s and 1980"s are dead, and
most of them were my age (I'm
36). There are times when I don’t
think our people will make it, that
we'll be swallowed whole by the
world of the white man or simply
crushed by the unending pressures

of poverty and racism which at-
flict so many minorities in our big
cities now.

But [ have reason to hope.
Ephemeral though it is, there does
seem to be a revival of interest in
and sympathy for the cause of
Native Americans in the mass cul-
ture of this country in recent years,
as indicated by the success of
“Dances With Wolves," such mow-
ies as “Pow Wow Highway™ and
the shamanistic sequences from
“The Doors.” Even the relentless
character of official and judicial
oppression has moderated in the
period since A.LM. (the Amencan
Indian Movement) was more or
less hounded out of existence in
the Jate 1980's. And among Na-
tive Americans themselves there
15 definitely more of a feeling of
solidarity in protest against the
conditions of poverty and racism
that we've endured with such stoic
apathy until just recently. Activ-
i15m and a sense of pride in our
cultural identity is coming back at
last.

All of which is fine, but
this obviously won't be enough on
its oWl to revitalize our traditions
or heal the wounds of more than a
century of brutalization by an an-
tagomistic social system made up
of conquerers, opportunists and
criminal putcasts from racist na-
tions across the seas. In one re-
spect, Native Americans are fortu-
nate to be returning to the struggle
for equality and dignity at this time,
because so many other oppressed
minorities are renewing their com-
mitment (o |iberation now also, in
a period when mainstream values
and the political status quo are
being serigusly questioned even

by their own upholders.

When a society starts o
shut its doors on those whose fami-
lies and communities have partici-
pated as full parmers with the pre-
vailing order in generations past
but whose inheritors now no longer
make the grade and are being
pushed into the ranks of the lower
classes who made previous main-
stream privileges possible, change
is surely soon to come, change
which will benefit everyone.

And that includes us.

e ————— "8
Dark Arm Walters is a formerly
homeless Native American attor-
ney and legal rights activisr work-
ing o protect Chippewa, Ojibway
and Oglala Sioux rribespeople
from the Twin Ciries, Dakoras,
central Canada and rhe Midwest,
_
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Temper Worry Refife

Today Is pray day
Will | get my tem-
porary re-Qifa
check
Today is Pay Day
Wit 1 get my tem-
per-airy re-§if¢

iy check

To day is play day

Give me my temper

worry relief checkl

To-borrow fs pray
day dagain

! need more tempo-
rary relfef

Isaac dJoevan Spivey,
recenfly homeless)|
now lives and works
i the Tenderloin, 7,

_—
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