
W A R I N T H E G U L F : 
AN ENVIRONMENTAL PERSPECTIVE 

POLITICAL ECOLOCY C R O U P — PEC 

As this paper went to press, the Persian Gulf war was entering its second week, 
and the environmental consequences of the conflict were becoming increasingly 
prominent. As the war continues, the information and analysis we present here 
is all the more urgent. We hope that all who read it will find this paper a useful 
educational and organizing tool. 

T h e w a r i n the Pers ian G u l f marks a 
critical juncture for the environmental 
movement. We can either remain silent 
w h i l e a mass ive social a n d e n v i r o n ­
m e n t a l t ragedy u n f o l d s , or w e c a n 
q u e s t i o n the p r e m i s e s a n d conse­
quences of that " w a y of l ife" for which 
more than 400,000 young A m e r i c a n s 

have been sent overseas to k i l l and die. 
We can either define ourselves as a sin­
gle issue movement or w e can recog­
nize that environmental questions i n 
the G u l f and here at home are inter­
twined w i t h those of peace, social jus­
tice, and human survival . 

A s US war planes fly 2,000 bombing 

raids a night on Iraq and Kuwai t , and as 
oil spills into the G u l f waters , w e are 
w i t n e s s i n g the u n f o l d i n g of a major 
human and environmental tragedy. The 
bombing of nuclear weapons plants , 
chemical weapons facilities, oil dril l ing 
platforms, refineries, and nuclear pow­
ered ships bearing nuclear arms al l pre­
sent horrifying scenarios of social and 
ecological catastrophe. The use of chem­
ica l , nuclear and biological weapons 
w o u l d h a v e ser ious i m m e d i a t e a n d 
long-term impacts on the environment 
and human health. Scientists are warn­
ing that the environmental effects of 
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Iraq's possible sabotage and burning of 
K u w a i t i oil fields could extend beyond 
the Persian Gulf, possibly disrupting the 
Asian monsoons whose rains feed more 
than a billion people. 

T h e t a r g e t i n g of I r a q ' s p l e n t i f u l 
water resources, whether through the 
d e s t r u c t i o n of d a m s , d i k e s , w e l l s , 
m a r s h l a n d s or i r r igated a g r i c u l t u r a l 
systems, would have profound impacts 
on the Persian Gulf 's ecological stabili­
ty, most directly affecting the rural pop­
ulations of the area. The devastation of 
the land, and the subsequent creation of 
at least a m i l l i o n re fugees , are 
inevitable consequences of a full-scale 
war in the Gulf . 

A s the US wages war in the Gulf, our 

government is once again, as in Vietnam, 
destroying a region in order to "save" it. 
Then the United States was destroying 
the country to supposedly save it from 
communism. N o w , w i t h the cold w a r 
behind us, the U S has responded to Sad­
dam Hussein's naked aggression against 
K u w a i t w i t h n a k e d h y p o c r i s y . O u r 
country is going to war to reinstall the 
non-democratic government of an oi l 
rich elite and to fight against a repressive 
ruler w h o m , like Noriega, our govern­
ment helped arm and support for years. 

A t stake are issues that reach beyond 
the ruthless acts of Saddam H u s s e i n , 
the massive deployment of U S troops to 
the region, and the terrible impacts of 
war . Much of the world 's future may 

be shaped by this conflict. By defining 
the U S role in the " N e w World Order" 
as one of global police force, President 
Bush is charting a course for America 
and the rest of the world . This course 
is based on U S military intervention to 
control access to oil and other natural 
resources in the Th i r d World. I n doing 
so, B u s h is s imultaneously declaring 
w a r on the peace d i v i d e n d a n d on 
domestic social and environmental pol­
icy alternatives. 

The Gulf war is the culmination of more 
than a decade of government energy poli­
cies that have consistently undermined 
efforts to promote efficiency and renewable 
alternatives to oil. The war is being used to 
give a powerful new boost to efforts to 
exploit oil and other natural resources in 
native lands and ecologically fragile wilder­
ness areas. It is also being used to breathe 
new life into poisonous corporate energy 
"alternatives" like nuclear power. This war 
is something that US environmentalists can­
not afford to ignore. 

The US is at war to control the flow 
of oil into the world's smog producing 
automobiles and smoke-belching, toxic 
waste-producing factories. Wi th 6% of 
the w o r l d ' s p o p u l a t i o n , the U n i t e d 
States consumes 25% of the world 's oil. 
A s Friends of the Earth recently put it 
to Secretary of State Baker, it is unac­
ceptable that w e are w a g i n g w a r "to 
perpetuate policies whic h are despoil­
i n g the g l o b a l e n v i r o n m e n t ... a n d 
accelerating global warming . " 1 

By the time this paper reaches the 
reader w e m a y s t i l l be at w a r i n the 
Persian Gulf , there may be a stalemate, 
or the immediate f ighting m a y have 
ended only for the w o r l d to f ind the 
U S m i l i t a r y d i g g i n g i n for the long 
haul . I n any case, the purpose of this 
paper is to provide in format ion a n d 
a n a l y s i s of the e n v i r o n m e n t a l a n d 
social issues that s u r r o u n d this w a r . 
These issues w i l l continue to exist once 
the f i g h t i n g s tops a n d m u s t be 
resolved for any real peace to be possi­
ble. We hope that what w e present in 
this Action Paper w i l l help strengthen 
the e n v i r o n m e n t a l m o v e m e n t i n its 
r e s p o n s e to a w a r that r e p r e s e n t s 
almost everything that environmental­
ists are f i g h t i n g against i n th is , the 
supposedly green decade. 



BREAKING THE CAMEL'S BACK: 
ECOLOGY AND WAR IN THE 
PERSIAN GULF 
"We are heading for ecological disaster for years to come." 

Dr. Abdullah Toukan, Chief Scientific Adviser to King Hussein of Jordan 

At press time an oil spill ten-times the size of the Exxon Valdez had flooded the 
Gulf and the Bush Administration was accusing Saddam Hussein of "environ­
mental terrorism." Iraq shot back, calling Bush an environmental terrorist for 
bombing the Iraqi countryside and Iraqi tankers. The US Government began this 
war knowing that environmental catastrophe was its inevitable consequence. The 
fact of the matter is that war is a social and environmental nightmare, and those 
who wage it terrorize human life and ecology alike. 

Waged by adversaries bristling with lethal arsenals, this war will kill hundreds of 
thousands of people outright as well as having long-lasting effects on the region's 
environment. While the war is being fought over oil, it is destroying the region's 
other resources—its seas and its agricultural land. The environmental damage 
will lead to famine, disease, and long-term suffering for people in the region. 

W A R A N D T H E 
ENVIRONMENT: 
RECENT HISTORY 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l w a r f a r e — 
the destruction of terrain, 
c r o p s or ent i re e c o s y s ­
t e m s — h a s been a m i l i ­
t a r y tact ic s ince b i b l i c a l 

times. A s technology has become more 
sophis t i ca ted , the ecological conse­
quences of w a r f a r e h a v e become 
increasingly severe—whether they be 
the result of the strategic destruction of 
the environment or s imply the conse­
quences of battle. While in the heat of 
the moment, environmental concerns in 
the Persian Gul f may seem trivial , they 
must have also appeared that w a y to 
policy makers supervising U S nuclear 
weapons production at Hanford Reser­
vation and Rocky Flats, or to generals 
deciding to defoliate Vietnam. But the 
historical record clearly points to the 
grave ecological consequences of mi l i ­
tary build-up and warfare. To destroy 
a country i n order to " s a v e " it is to 
achieve a pyhrric victory. The clearest 
contemporary example of the environ­
mental impacts of warfare is the case of 
Vietnam where experts coined the term 
"ecocide" to describe the devastation. 

The Vietnam War 
I n V i e t n a m , the U S g o v e r n m e n t 
employed a scorched earth policy that 
de l iberate ly des t royed the e n v i r o n ­
ment in order to deny the Vietnamese 
guerril las cover and to separate them 
from the local population. A s a result, 
be tween one-fourth and one-half of 

the land of Vie tnam suffered defolia­
t ion at some point d u r i n g the w a r . 
Dur ing the 1960s and 1970s, vast areas 
of t r o p i c a l fores ts , m a n g r o v e s a n d 
agricultural lands fell v ic t im to chemi­
ca l w e a p o n s such as n a p a l m , w h i t e 
p h o s p h o r u s a n d h e r b i c i d e s — m o s t 
n o t a b l y A g e n t O r a n g e . P l a n e s 
dropped 13 mil l ion tons of bombs that 
pockmarked the land w i t h 25 mi l l ion 
c r a t e r s , d i s p l a c i n g 3 b i l l i o n c u b i c 
meters of soil and leading to disease 
a n d w a t e r shortages . T w o m i l l i o n 
Vietnamese died in the war , hundreds 
of thousands more are suffering from 
cancer and other diseases, whi le thou­
sands of c h i l d r e n — V i e t n a m e s e a n d 
American—have been born w i t h birth 
defects caused by these chemicals. 

V i e t n a m ' s e n v i r o n m e n t r e m a i n s 
devastated from the war ; according to 
a report i ssued by the In ternat iona l 
Union for the Conservation of Nature, 
" m u c h of the damage can probably 
never be repaired." 2 This tragic saga 
of environmental destruction has been 
repeated frequently i n recent years i n 
the U S scorched-earth bombing i n E l 
S a l v a d o r , the C o n t r a s ' t a rge t ing of 
environmental projects i n Nicaragua, 
the Soviet Union's w a r in Afghanistan, 
and elsewhere. 3 

The US government has initiated the world's largest and most environmentally 
devastating military conflict since the Vietnam War. 

3 



The Iran-Iraq War 
The war between Iran and Iraq, fought 
i n the 1980s, ho lds some impor tant 
environmental lessons for the Persian 
G u l f region. The ecological effects of 
S a d d a m H u s s e i n ' s use of c h e m i c a l 
weapons on Iranian troops and on the 
K u r d i s h populat ion of I r a q have not 
been thoroughly documented, but some 
information does exist. Iran claims that 
as many as 50,000 people were killed or 
wounded by Iraqi chemical attacks dur­
ing the war . 

I n the first half of 1988, according to 
D r . Jason C l a y , Execut ive Director of 
the human rights organization Cultural 
S u r v i v a l , I raq "launched two separate 
chemical warfare campaigns on Kurds , 
kil l ing thousands and prompting more 
t h a n 100,000 to f lee the c o u n t r y as 
refugees." Mustard gas, a k n o w n car­
cinogen, was used on the K u r d s l iving 
a long the T u r k i s h border, poisoning 
their land for years, if not decades, and 
thus destroying not only the K u r d s w a y 
of l i f e , but a n y p r o d u c t i v e a c t i v i t y 
there. T h e c h e m i c a l w e a p o n s w e r e 
used as part of an ongoing effort to 
remove the Kurds from territory in the 
mountains along the Turkish and Irani­
a n b o r d e r , g a i n access to n a t u r a l 
resources s u c h as u r a n i u m , a n d 
"destroy the K u r d s as a people." Since 
1970 more than 3,000 K u r d i s h villages 

have been destroyed and more than 1 
mi l l ion K u r d s forcibly removed from 
their homes . 4 

T h e best d o c u m e n t a t i o n of the 
impacts of the Iran-Iraq war come from 
United Nations studies of the ecosys­
tem of the Persian Gul f . Dr . Mustafa 
To lba , E x e c u t i v e Director of the U N 
Environment Programme ( U N E P ) notes 
that the Gulf "is 43 times more polluted 
than any equal area of w a t e r i n the 
w o r l d . " 5 The Iran-Iraq war , according 
to U N E P , "further magnified the prob­
lem." More than half of al l oil spilled in 
the G u l f comes from tanker transport 
accidents. But between 1981 and 1987, 
m i l i t a r y attacks on o i l tankers more 
than doubled the number of accidents, 
ra is ing reported spi l ls f rom 11 to 24. 
Furthermore, hundreds of ships were 
sunk or damaged during the war . A t 
least 17 major wrecks are still lying in 
the Gulf 's shallow waters, creating seri­
ous n a v i g a t i o n a l h a z a r d s that could 
result in further s p i l l s . 6 

T h e gravest single env i ronmenta l 
impact of the w a r w a s caused by an 
I r a q i m i l i t a r y a t tack on a n I r a n i a n 
drill ing platform. The N o w r u z oil spil l , 
where several dr i l l ing platforms w i t h 
mult iple wel l s were b l o w n u p , lasted 
for nearly eight months, dumping more 
than hal f a m i l l i o n barre ls of h e a v y 
crude into the sea — almost twice as 
much oi l as w a s spil led by the E x x o n 

^ Worst case 
scenario: Bhopal, 
Chernobyl, Exxon 
Valdez, and 
Hiroshima all 
rolled into one 99 

Valdez in Alaska . The resulting slick, 
reached across the ful l 1000 k m length 
of the Gulf . Shortly after the spill large 
numbers of dead birds, fish, sea turtles, 
seasnakes, dolphins and dugongs (an 
e n d a n g e r e d m a r i n e m a m m a l ) w e r e 
f o u n d w a s h e d u p a l o n g e x t e n s i v e 
stretches of coastline. The spil l disrupt­
ed coastal ecosystems such as sea grass 
beds and mangroves, and it oiled two 
major sea t u r t l e n e s t i n g beaches , 
inhib i t ing these endangered species' 
reproductive cyc les . 7 

OPERATION DESERT 
STORM 
This section outlines a series of scenarios 
some of which, at press time, have already 
begun to occur. We offer this section as a 
guide to help understand the potential eco­
logical impacts of this war. 
H r a In a speech before the United 
H 9 j 9 Nations' Second Wor ld C l i -

» 1 mate Conference in Geneva 
th i s N o v e m b e r , J o r d a n ' s 

i ^ H ^ H K i n g H u s s e i n w a r n e d that 
" A w a r i n the G u l f w o u l d not o n l y 
result in devastating human death and 
injury, tremendous economic loss, and 
p r o l o n g e d p o l i t i c a l c o n f r o n t a t i o n 
between Orient and Occident, it could 
also lead to an "environmental catas­
trophe" that w o u l d be " s w i f t , severe 
and devastating." 8 

It may take months or even years to 
determine the f u l l impacts of a l l i ed 
bombing raids . H o w e v e r , in the first 



Burning oil wells could cause "a massive pollution event" and may affect Asia's monsoons 
as well as agriculture throughout much of the Northern Hemisphere. 

w e e k of the w a r , G e n e r a l N o r m a n 
Schwarzkopf , Commander of the U S 
forces in the Gul f reported that "we 've 
gone after his nuclear capabil i ty, his 
chemical capability, his biological capa­
bility.. . ! can assure that it's had a con­
siderable setback." 9 Exam pl e s f rom 
past accidents and incidents suggest 
that the bombing of I r a q , combined 
w i t h the o m i n o u s threa t of a c t u a l 
nuclear, chemical and biological w a r ­
fare, in the scenarios described below, 
c o u l d i n the w o r s t case produce an 
environmental disaster that would sur­
pass Bhopal, Chernobyl, Exxon Valdez 
and Hiroshima al l rolled into one. 

Oil : Weapon of Mass 
Destruction 
A public debate has broken out about 
the extent of environmental devasta­
tion that Saddam Hussein could bring 
about by setting hundreds of K u w a i t i 
oil wells ablaze. Iraq has already ignit­
ed a few wells and a refinery, sending 
a b l a c k p l u m e in to the s k y . I f I r a q 
ignites a l l the wells , they may burn for 
up to one year, producing 5,000 tons of 
toxic smoke a day. 

Some s c i e n t i s t s , i n c l u d i n g C a r l 
Sagan and U C L A atmospheric scientist 
R i c h a r d Turco compare this scenario 
w i t h the eruption of Tamboro volcano 
in Indonesia in 1915. They charge that 
smoke produced by these fires could 
d i s r u p t the c l imate over hal f of the 
N o r t h e r n H e m i s p h e r e , caus ing crop 
fa i lure . Other scientists , l ike W e l s h 
chemical and environmental engineer 
John Cox, predict that the smoke from 
the fires w o u l d block sunlight and sig­
n i f i cant ly lower temperatures i n the 
Middle East also causing crop failure. 
Cox points to the possibility that if the 
s m o k e r e a c h e d the s t r a t o s p h e r e i t 
could create an equatorial ozone hole. 
F u r t h e r m o r e , notes C o x , the smoke 
could so affect regional climates as to 
cause the A s i a n m o n s o o n s to f a i l , 
affecting more than one billion people 
in India and P a k i s t a n . 1 0 

U S government scientists f rom the 
Pentagon and Department of Energy 
deny these charges, insisting that their 
s u p e r c o m p u t e r s i m u l a t i o n s predic t 
that s m o k e w o u l d not d r i f t h i g h 

enough into the atmosphere to either 
affect climatic changes or to disrupt the 
ozone. The tons of smoke that such 
fires would produce every day, would , 
i n the w o r d s of Pentagon consultant 
Richard Small , be " l imited" to a "mas­
sive pollution event" that would affect 
Southern I ran , Pakistan and Northern 
India . Despite this disagreement, Dr . 
Small 's statements reveal that the U S 
government knew w e l l before the Jan­
uary 15th deadline that pursuing w a r 
instead of sanctions w o u l d l ikely lead 
to a n e n v i r o n m e n t a l d i s a s t e r that 
w o u l d cause ser ious damage to the 
r e g i o n , a n d q u i t e p o s s i b l y e x t e n d 
beyond the geographical confines of 
the M i d d l e E a s t . F u r t h e r m o r e , the 
verac i ty of the Pentagon's and D O E 
studies has yet to be confirmed. " I ' m 
suspicious because w e k n o w that the 
D O E has not dealt w i t h us in a straight­
f o r w a r d w a y w i t h regard to energy 
policy in the U S , " says Friends of the 
Earth's Brent Blackwelder. "Attempts 
on t h e i r p a r t to m i n i m i z e a d v e r s e 
effects are to be e x p e c t e d . W h a t ' s 
alarming is their admission of the seri­
ousness of the v pol lut ion event ' that 
would occur in this scenario." 1 1 

I raq has apparently released h u n ­
dreds of thousands of barrels of oil into 
the Gul f and may set this oil ablaze in 
order to deter an amphibious assault 

and to jam allied radar systems. This 
spil l or other similar ones w i l l , accord­
i n g to o i l p o l l u t i o n exper t R i c h a r d 
Golob "cause catastrophic damage to 
the marine environment," far surpass­
ing the k n o w n effects of the Iran-Iraq 
w a r . John G r a i n g e r , of the N a t i o n a l 
Commission for Wildli fe Conservation 
i n S a u d i A r a b i a , predicts " m a s s i v e " 
w i l d l i f e " d i e - o f f s " f r o m s u c h s p i l l s . 
These spills w o u l d also clog desalina­
tion plants that provide the region and 
U S troops w i t h dr inking water, whi le 
also adversely affecting f i sher ies . 1 2 

Chemical and Biological 
Warfare 
Before the U S began bombing its facili­
ties, Iraq reportedly had the industrial 
capacity to produce as m a n y as 700 
tons of chemical warfare agents annual­
ly and has produced significant quanti­
ties in recent years. The government 
has reportedly stockpiled thousands of 
tons of mustard gas. The Iraqis also 
have h u n d r e d s of tons of the nerve 
gasses tabun and sarin. Iraq is also sus­
pected of possessing the chemical agent 
phosgene w h i c h w a s responsible for 
80% of the gas casualties during World 
War I . Some 125,000 tons of chemical 
weapons were used, kil l ing 94,000 peo­
ple and causing long-term suffering for 
close to a mi l l ion more. Nerve gasses 



were first confirmed to have been used 
i n combat d u r i n g the I r a n - I r a q w a r . 
W h i l e non-persistent i n the envi ron­
ment, they are s ix to twelve times as 
lethal as mustard gas and k i l l almost 
instantly. Even more frightening, Iraq is 
suspected to have significant quantities 
of biological weapons such as anthrax 
which can make an area uninhabitable 
for up to forty y e a r s . 1 3 

The United States, w h i c h st i l l pos­
sesses the second larges t c h e m i c a l 
w e a p o n s s t o c k p i l e i n the w o r l d , 
reserves the right to retaliate in kind if 
attacked by chemical weapons. Defense 
Secretary Dick Cheney has refused to 
rule out the use of any weapon, stating 
that the U S is prepared to use "the full 
spectrum" of weapons . 1 4 

The human and ecological impact of 
the US-led attacks on numerous Iraqi 
chemical weapons production facilities, 
which are located near millions of Iraqi 
civi l ians, are not yet k n o w n but could 
w e l l be devastating. Iraq's main chemi­
cal weapons facil ity, located 25 miles 
north west of the holy shi ' i te city of 
Samarra , w a s a pr ime mi l i tary target 
bombed by a l l i e d forces i n the f i rs t 
days of the war . Before the war broke 
out, the London Guardian analyzed the 
p o t e n t i a l i m p a c t s of b o m b i n g the 
Samarra plant. A direct hit on a stor­
age bunker at the Samarra factory, said 
the Guardian " w o u l d re lease a n 
immense plume of toxic vapor w h i c h 
w o u l d d i sperse to k i l l e v e r y l i v i n g 
thing it touched." Recent experience 

Bombing of chemical weapons facilities 
could create Bhopal-like tragedies in Iraq: 
Bhopal woman blinded by poision gas. 

w i t h the Bhopal gas disaster suggests 
that i n the e v e n t of a t e m p e r a t u r e 
i n v e r s i o n , a toxic c loud released by 
s u c h an at tack c o u l d d r i f t u p to 50 
miles during the day. Given prevailing 
w i n d s , such a c loud w o u l d probably 
not blow over Samarra and its popula­
tion of 70,000, but could instead poison 
the T igr i s r ive r , the Samarra barrage 
and Lake Mileh Tharthar, a l l essential 
sources for irrigation, flood control and 
d r i n k i n g w a t e r . A t least four other 
c h e m i c a l w e a p o n s p r o d u c t i o n sites 
w e r e bombed by a l l ied forces i n the 
first three days of the w a r and five oth­
ers were unconfirmed targets. 

I f w a t e r i s u s e d to p u t out f i r e s 
caused by the bombing of these facili­
ties, it w i l l leach the chemicals deep 
into the soil, or wash them into rivers, 
w h i c h w i l l c a r r y them d o w n s t r e a m . 
Long-lasting "dead zones" w i l l be cre­
ated which w i l l not support human or 
animal l i f e . 1 5 Clean-up efforts w i l l be 
expensive and difficult and may be far 
beyond Iraqi resources. 

Nuclear Threats 
The consequences of the U S attack on 
Iraq's three small nuclear power plants 
are not yet known. However , General 
H . N o r m a n S c h w a r z k o p f has stated 
that he has "very high confidence that 
those nuclear reactors have been thor­
oughly damaged and w i l l not be effec­
tive for quite some number of years." 
The mil i tary has failed to mention the 
potential " c o l l a t e r a l " e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
impact of such raids, but environmental 
groups are raising q u e s t i o n s . F r i e n d s 
of the Earth's Brent Blackwelder told us 
" Y o u ' v e got to have a lot of bravo if 
you think you can bomb a reactor wi th ­
out r i s k i n g opening the containment 
vessel" where the radioactive materials 
are held . Surgical strikes on nuclear 
reac tors , s a y s B l a c k w e l d e r , cannot 
guarantee absolute pinpoint accuracy 
a n d r u n the r i s k of creat ing ser ious 
radioactive pollution problems. 1 6 

I n the last f ive months of 1990, the 
U S r a d i c a l l y i n c r e a s e d i ts n u c l e a r 
weapons capability i n the G u l f to 300 
land-based w a r h e a d s i n T u r k e y and 
700 warheads aboard U S N a v y surface 
ships and attack submarines. Accord-
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"You've got to 
have a lot of bravo 
if you think you 
can bomb a reac­
tor without risking 
opening the con­
tainment vessel. J J 

—Brent Blackwelder, 
Friends of the Earth 

i n g to Greenpeace , " v i r t u a l l y a l l of 
these w e a p o n s are long- r an ge sea-
launched cruise missiles and aircraft-
d e l i v e r e d nuclear bombs." T h e U S 
outnumbers Iraq 's nuclear capabil i ty 
1000 to n o t h i n g . 1 7 Greenpeace military 
expert W i l l i a m A r k i n points out that 
while the U S nuclear arsenal was devel­
oped and deployed to deter a Soviet 
nuclear threat, it is now being used to 
confront a regional Third-World power 
which , although it has the potential to 
become nuclear, is not now nuclear. I f 
the U S uses its nuclear weapons against 
Iraq, it would , according to A r k i n , cre­
ate "a disaster of unimaginable propor­
t ions . " I n addi t ion to the ecological 
destruction and loss of human l ives a 
nuclear attack w o u l d cause, it w o u l d 
also create serious political fallout. It 
could cause the US-built international 
alliance to disintegrate. A n d it could 
potentially trigger an escalated T h i r d 
W o r l d nuclear arms race. A nuclear 
attack, says A r k i n , would cripple nucle­
ar non-proliferation efforts "by serving 
as a powerful signal to the Th i rd World 
that the development of nuclear arse­
nals is in their o w n interest." If the U S 
uses nuclear weapons i n the G u l f , it 
would be setting a precedent that could 
lead to a series of Th i r d World nuclear 
confronta t ions a n d d i sas te r s i n the 
f u t u r e . 1 8 



Conventional Warfare 

Convent iona l weapons have taken a 
devastating toll on the environment . 
After only six days of the Gul f war , U S 
and al l ied aircraft had already f l o w n 
more than 10,000 sorties—more than 
ten times the rate during the height of 
the Vie tnam W a r and 50% more than 
during the most intense bombardment 
of German cities during World War I I . 
1 9 Bombing dur ing the Vie tnam w a r 
took a devastating human and environ­
mental toll . I n this w a r , casualties to 
c iv i l ians and the environment surely 
p a r a l l e l V i e t n a m , 
despite our govern­
ment's claims that it 
is carrying out strict­
ly "surgical strikes." 

T h e U S is 
equipped w i t h , and 
possibly using, "earth 
p e n e t r a t o r " bombs 
that burrow up to 200 
feet beneath the sur­
face before ex-plod-
ing . It is also us ing 
bombs that explode 
and scatter shrapnel 
before they h i t the 
ground, and "smart" 
bombs that w a i t 
hours and sometimes 
d a y s to exp lode . 
Smart bombs that fail 
to explode can go off 
years later when they 
come in contact w i t h metal, such as a 
farmer's hoe. Fifteen years after the war, 
a small hospital in the Vietnamese coun­
tryside still treats 15-20 new bomb vic­
tims a month. The U S is also using anti­
personnel cluster bombs, wh i ch scatter 
munitions the size of tennis balls, which 
then explode in a deadly spray of steel 
pellets if disturbed by human beings. 
B-52s have "carpet bombed" K u w a i t , 
while conventional Tomahawk missiles 
being fired from N a v y ships have the 
capacity, as one U S General put to it, to 
" k i l l an entire regiment in less than five 
minutes." 2 0 The areas being bombed 
include archeological treasures of the 
biblical towns of Nineveh, U r and Baby­
lon. A s Gar Smith, editor of the Earth 

I s l a n d J o u r n a l po ints o u t , " I n a 
w a r , h o l y s i tes a n d i r r e p l a c e a b l e 
h is tor ic b u i l d i n g s centuries o ld w i l l 
be d e s t r o y e d or d a m a g e d b e y o n d 
repair." 2 1 

Water As a Weapon: Target­
ing the Environment 
Twenty-three percent of Iraq's popula­
tion w o r k s i n agriculture, farming i n 
the famed "cradle of western c iv i l iza­
t i o n " — t h e fer t i le del ta be tween the 
T i g r i s a n d E u p h r a t e s r i v e r s . I r a q ' s 
agricultural sector, which produces one 
of the wor ld ' s largest date crops, also 

The massive bombardment of Iraq is turning the 'breadbasket of the Gulf into a war 
torn basketcase. 

g r o w s r ice , wheat , bar ley , l ivestock , 
poultry, milk, fruits and vegetables. A l l 
w o u l d suffer serious damage from con­
ventional, chemical or nuclear war . A s 
Smith writes, the U S attack on Iraq w i l l 
" i n essence turn the "breadbasket of the 
G u l f into a war-torn basketcase." 

A repor t by the C o n g r e s s i o n a l 
Research Service ( C R S ) notes that the 
delta's terrain "seems s imilar to Viet­
nam; reeds that flank the Shaft al Arab 
(the delta's mouth) for example, exceed 
20 feet." T h e C R S observes that, as 
opposed to the deserts of K u w a i t and 
Saudi Arabia, Iraqi troops would "f ind 
far better cover and concealment" in the 
delta. "Surface visibil ity often is mea­
s u r e d i n a f e w feet a n d vege ta t ion 

severely restricts aerial observation." 2 2 

One solut ion to this V i e t n a m - l i k e 
problem, is a V i e t n a m - l i k e solut ion. 
The C R S proposes that Iraqi irrigation 
systems should be selected as tactical 
targets, noting that "Iraqi armed forces 
w o u l d f i n d it d i f f i c u l t to m o v e . . . i f 
attacks on dikes and dams encouraged 
f loods . " T h e impact of this k i n d of 
" so lut ion" on I raq i agriculture—both 
high-tech agribusiness and traditional 
cultivators ut i l iz ing ancient irrigation 
systems—would be severe. A n d while 
the report does not mention them, defo­
liation tactics similar to those used by 

the U S mi l i ta ry i n 
V i e t n a m ( w h o s e 
s logan w a s " o n l y 
w e can p r e v e n t 
forests") and most 
r e c e n t l y by the 
U S D r u g E n f o r c e 
m e n t A g e n c y i n 
Guatemala, cannot 
be r u l e d out . 
Other potential tar­
gets are d a m s on 
three p r i n c i p l e 
rivers in the Zagros 
mountains outside 
of B a g h d a d . I f 
these d a m s are 
damaged, the capi­
t a l c o u l d s u f f e r 
s e v e r e f l o o d i n g . 
T r a d i t i o n a l , h o r i ­
z o n t a l subter ­
ranean wells called 

Qanat , w h i c h have col lapsed d u r i n g 
earthquakes, could also collapse during 
the aerial bombardments of I raq, fur­
ther destroying rural life. 

Another scenario, proposed on the 
op-ed page of the New York Times by 
Peter Schweizer of the Amer ican For­
eign Policy Council , is to shut off Iraq's 
t w o m a i n r i v e r s , the T i g r i s a n d 
Euphrates, w h i c h provide the country 
w i t h more than 80% of its industr ia l , 
agricultural and drinking water. While 
the proposal is unrealistic, it is only so 
because S y r i a sits between I r a q and 
T u r k e y on the Euphrates ' course, and 
cutting off Syria's water would under­
mine the coalition the United States has 
built against Iraq. The proposed cut-off 
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DOUBLE STANDARDS: 
US FOREIGN POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

"Even a dolt understands the principle. 
We need the oil. It's nice to talk about 
standing up for freedom, but Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia are not exactly democracies, 
and if their principal export were oranges, 
a mid-level State Department official 
would have issued a statement and we 
would have closed Washington down for 
August." 

—A Bush advisor quoted in Time 
magazine, August 20,1990 

George B u s h ca l l s S a d -
f^&'£\m H u s s e i n a b r u t a l 

HMJ dictator. But Iraq did not 
^itm^ reach its status as a heavily 

a r m e d d i c t a t o r s h i p i n a v a c u u m . 
A c c o r d i n g to the N e w Y o r k T i m e s 
" Iraq reached the heights of its power 
w i t h U S acquiescence and sometimes 
its he lp" including "a thr iv ing grain 
trade w i t h American farmers, coopera­
tion w i t h U S intelligence agencies, oil 
sales to American refiners that helped 
finance its mi l i tary and muted White 
House criticism of its human rights and 
w a r atrocities." 6 9 

Historically, the U S and other West­
ern powers have long relied on dicta­
tors, kings and princes in the region to 
protect U S corporate access to oil . For 
many years the Shah of Iran was the U S 
favorite. Installed in a CIA-sponsored 
coup in 1953, his bruta l dictatorship 
w a s over thrown i n 1979 by a funda­
menta l i s t r e v o l u t i o n s p u r r e d on by 
p o p u l a r I r a n i a n o p p o s i t i o n to the 
repressive Shah. With the overthrow of 
the Shah, US support for Saddam Hus­
sein grew despite the Arab nationalist 
r h e t o r i c of h i s B a ' t h p a r t y a n d h i s 
r e p r e s s i o n of a l l domest ic p o l i t i c a l 
opposit ion. 7 0 

S a d d a m H u s s e i n ' s f i r s t f o r e i g n 
aggression was Iraq's invasion of Iran 
in 1980. W i t h the tacit support of the 
U n i t e d States, I raq funded the w a r 
w i t h sixty billion dollars from K u w a i t 
a n d S a u d i A r a b i a , w h i l e a c q u i r i n g 
weapons from France, the Soviet Union 
and Egypt . Iraq continued to grow in 

importance to the United States as ten­
sions between the U S and Iran escalat­
ed. U S support continued, even after 
Iraq bombed the USS Stark in 1987. 7 1 

A s recently as 1990, the U S Depart­
ment of Commerce approved U S com­
panies' requests to sell materials to Iraq 
that could be used for biological and 
other weapons. Hewlett-Packard Co. 
and Tektronix Inc. sold Iraq high-tech 
instruments. The Centers for Disease 
Control sold viruses that are easily con­
verted to biological weapons. Other 
U S companies illegally exported chem­
icals used to make mustard g a s . 7 2 

The Bush and Reagan Adminis t ra ­
tions blocked Congressional attempts to 
impose economic sanctions against Iraq 
for u s i n g d e a d l y chemica l w e a p o n s 

The US has blocked 
UN initiatives on issues 
ranging from disarma­
ment and peace, to 
South Africa, to US 
support for the contras, 
to protection of the 
environment. 

against Iranian cities and the K u r d i s h 
people. I n the latest example , John 
K e l l y , the Assistant Secretary of State 
for Middle East Affa i rs opposed such 
sanctions against Iraq whi le testifying 
on Capi to l H i l l on J u l y 31 , 1990, just 
days before the invasion began. 7 3 

It was not until Hussein's drive for 
power threatened an even more trea­

sured U S client, the E m i r of K u w a i t , 
that the U S cut its economic and politi­
cal relationship w i t h Saddam Hussein. 
T h e B u s h a d m i n i s t r a t i o n m o v e d to 
impose military might in order to deal 
w i t h the debacle its fore ign p o l i c y 
helped create. 

But using military force as a means 
to carry out foreign policy is not a new 
development for the U S government. 
I n the 1980's alone, the U S i n v a d e d 
Grenada and Panama, showing little 
regard for the independence or self 
determination of smaller nations. The 
U S has b a c k e d c o n t r a forces i n 
Nicaragua and Angola and massively 
funded repressive governments l i k e 
those of E l Sa lvador and the P h i l i p ­
pines in their w a r s against their o w n 
population. 

The current conflict also provides 
an example of h o w arbi trary the U S 
government is i n its invocat ion a n d 
acknowledgement of international law. 
Since 1970, the United States has cast 
more vetoes of United Nations Securi­
ty C o u n c i l reso lut ions a n d rejected 
more reso lu t ions f r o m the G e n e r a l 
Assembly than any other nation. The 
U S has b l o c k e d U N i n i t i a t i v e s o n 
issues ranging from disarmament and 
peace, to South Afr i ca , to U S support 
for the contras , to protection of the 
environment. 7 4 

A s the w o r l d gropes, i n the post-
Cold War period, for non-violent reso­
lutions to political conflicts, the United 
Nations has a key role to play in facili­
tating this process. But in the current 
crisis, it's clear that the U S is shaping 
U N actions to further its o w n foreign 
policy aims. U S newspapers carr ied 
reports on the economic and political 
deals the US was making w i t h a variety 
of countries to ensure their favorable 
votes on the U N resolution authorizing 
the use of force against Iraq. 7 5 E v e n 
w i t h a U n i t e d N a t i o n s s t a m p of 
approval, war is not an effective w a y to 
resolve the conflicts in the Middle East. 



SELF DETERMINATION 
FOR ALL? 
Bush quoted the U N Charter as he sent 
troops to the Middle East and imposed 
sanctions through the U N . H e claims 
the current w a r is motivated by oppo­
sition to military invasion as a solution 
to political problems and support for 
the self-determination of the K u w a i t i 
people. To the people of the Middle 
E a s t a n d m a n y i n th is c o u n t r y , h i s 
r a t i o n a l e seems l i k e the greatest 
h y p o c r i s y . T h e R e a g a n a n d B u s h 
administrations have ignored the vio­
lent attacks of Iraq and Turkey, anoth­
er U S a l ly , on the K u r d i s h minori ty 's 
movements for self-determination. 7 6 

I t ' s a lso i n s t r u c t i v e to compare U S 
actions in the current crisis to U S gov­
ernment response to Israel 's far more 
b loody i n v a s i o n of Lebanon i n 1982 
w h i c h left 20,000 civi l ians k i l led , tens 
of thousands wounded and cr ippled, 
and much of the country devastated. 
Israel faced no economic sanctions for 
its actions. T h e U S vetoed three U N 
Security Counci l resolutions calling on 
Israel to w i t h d r a w from Lebanon and 
for an international ban on arm sales to 
Israel while the conflict continued. 7 7 

One of Bush ' s m a i n themes in his 
effort to w i n U S public support for the 
w a r , is the need to oppose the violent 
crimes committed by the Iraqi occupiers 
against the K u w a i t i people. Such v io ­
lence needs to be opposed. But the sin­
cerity of the U S motivation is thrown in 
question by its policies elsewhere in the 
r e g i o n . S i n c e the b e g i n n i n g of the 
Palestinian Intifada (or uprising) in late 
1987, m o r e t h a n e ight h u n d r e d 
unarmed civilians (214 of them children 
under 16) have been k i l l ed by Israel i 
security forces . 7 8 The Bush administra­
tion has made v i r t u a l l y no response. 
Palest inian homes have been demol­
ished, olive orchards have been uproot­
ed and activists have been beaten, held 
without trial and deported. A l l but one 
of the colleges and universities in the 
West Bank and Gaza are closed by mil i ­
tary order. 7 9 Since 1972, the U S has 
vetoed 16 U N resolutions ca l l ing for 
self-determination for the Palest inian 

people and an end to the Israeli occupa­
t ion of the West B a n k a n d G a z a . 8 0 

Israel receives $4 billion dollars a year 
from the U S government. This aid has 
not been in any w a y endangered by the 
intransigence of the Israeli government 
and its refusal to respond to overtures 
made by the Palestine Liberation Orga­
nization, many Western European gov­
ernments and even the National Coun-

cheap oil, this arrangement has resulted 
i n a bonanza for the arms industries in 
the U S , Europe and the Soviet Union. 
These countries sold over $150 bi l l ion 
dollars of the world's most sophisticat­
ed w e a p o n s to M i d d l e E a s t nat ions 
between 1973 and 1984. 8 2 O i l earnings 
have also wound u p in Western banks 
where they have financed the growing 
U S deficit. The governments of K u w a i t 

The Bush administration's policy of selective outrage is not a viable strategy for 
bringing peace and stability to the region: Israeli soldiers and Palestinian women on 
the West Bank. 

c i l of C h u r c h e s for a negot ia ted 
settlement through an in te rna t iona l 
conference. 8 1 

A s the outbreak of w a r has made 
clear, the Bush administration's policy 
of selective outrage is not a viable strat­
egy for bringing peace and stability to 
the region. A policy of supporting an 
end to a l l mi l i tary occupations i n the 
region through a process of negotiation 
would be a far sounder contribution to 
a " N e w World Order." 

N o political order imposed at gun­
point can solve the ongoing social con­
flicts i n the region. The U S policy of 
s u p p o r t i n g u n d e m o c r a t i c f e u d a l 
monarchies i n S a u d i A r a b i a and the 
Gul f Emirates has benefited the West at 
the expense of the majority of the M i d ­
dle Eas tern populat ion . A l o n g w i t h 
g u a r a n t e e i n g a constant s u p p l y of 

and Saudi Arabia currently have hun­
dreds of billions of dollars invested in 
the European and U S economies. 8 3 

M e a n w h i l e l i t t le o i l r e v e n u e has 
been used to build sustainable, diversi­
f ied M i d d l e E a s t e r n economies that 
w o u l d i m p r o v e the s i tua t ion of the 
majority of the people. 8 4 The result is 
that mil l ions of people i n the Middle 
East l ive in poverty whi le surrounded 
by r u l e r s w h o l i v e i n p l e n t y . T h e 
thrust of U S policy in the Persian Gul f 
only recreates patterns that have back­
f ired in the past, I r a n being the best 
example. Policies that sacrifice support 
for democracy on the altar of cheap oil 
only plant the seeds of future turmoil. 
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however, is one more example of the 
b la tant d i s r e g a r d that U S m i l i t a r y 
planners , pol icy makers and pundits 
have for social and ecological concerns 
i n this k i n d of conf l ic t . C u t t i n g off 
water could cause serious ecological 
and agricultural disruption in Iraq and 
S y r i a , destroying crops and creating 
famine. 2 3 

IMPACTS OF A LONC-
TERM US PRESENCE 

In the fal l of 1990 the U S 
mil i tary drove full-speed 
i n t o the P e r s i a n G u l f 
desert, first to ostensibly 

keep S a d d a m H u s s e i n off of S a u d i 
A r a b i a n sands, and then to blatantly 
prepare for the full-scale attack against 
Iraq. N o w , the outbreak of w a r has 
vir tual ly guarantees the establishment 
of permanent U S or US- led mult ina­
tional bases in the Persian Gul f . Very 
little attention has been paid to the eco­
logical consequences of this potentially 
permanent basing of huge numbers of 
troops and equipment i n the region. 
H o w e v e r , there is a growing body of 
information that points to a series of 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r o b l e m s , i n c l u d i n g 
production of military toxic waste, dis­
r u p t i o n a n d d e s t r u c t i o n of deser t 

ecosystems, and potentially damaging 
impacts on M i d d l e Eastern agr ibusi ­
n e s s , t r a d i t i o n a l a g r i c u l t u r e a n d 
nomadic grazing activities. 

Toxic Troops 
U S military bases and activities abroad 
typica l ly do not fo l low any envi ron­
mental regulation—whether it be pro­
m u l g a t e d i n the U S or by the host 
nation. In fact, the Pentagon is in bla­
tant v io la t ion of a 1978 P r e s i d e n t i a l 
order that mandates the development 
of a program and budget for cleaning 
up overseas bases. G A O reports on the 
environmental damage caused by U S 
military bases abroad are classified and 
little concrete information exists. H o w ­
ever, enough is known about the toxic 
waste produced at U S bases in Western 
Europe for experts to recognize that it 
presents a serious problem. Mi l i ta ry 
installations produce a deadly soup of 
poisons and carcinogens that includes 
paints, solvents, fuels, lubricants, poly-
chlorinated b iphenyls ( P C B s ) , heavy 
metals, cyanides, phenols, acids a lka­
l i es , a n d r a d i o a c t i v e was tes . These 
contaminants cause numerous disposal 
problems and often affect communities 
l iving near the bases . 2 4 

T h e generat ion of toxic w a s t e i n 
S a u d i A r a b i a ' s desert e n v i r o n m e n t 
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At home, the US 
military produces 
more hazardous 
waste than the 
top five civilian 
chemical corpora­
tions combined. 
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p r o m i s e s , i n some r e s p e c t s , to be 
greater than it would be in other areas 
of the w o r l d . According to the C o n ­
gress iona l R e s e a r c h S e r v i c e repor t , 
blistering heat and gritty sand i n the 
Saudi desert requires the use of heavy­
weight oil and other special lubricants 
on m a c h i n e r y , m a g n i f y i n g m a i n t e ­
nance "manifold" and thus generating 
greater quantities of toxic waste. 

The C R S report also notes that "San­
itation problems can quick ly become 
u n m a n a g e a b l e u n d e r the hot s u n , 
unless proper preventative measures 
are e n f o r c e d . . . F l i e s that feed o n 
garbage and h u m a n waste broadcast 
disease." 2 5 The Village Voice estimates 
that the U S forces in the Gul f "are pro­
ducing a min imum of between 10 and 
12 mi l l ion gallons of sewage a d a y , " 
a l o n g w i t h at least 250,000 tons of 
garbage a year. This solid and sewage 
waste , according to the Pentagon is 
"by agreement the responsibility of the 
host country." However, it is doubtful 
that the Saudis have the facil i t ies to 
accommodate waste p r o d u c e d b y a 
military city the size of M iami , and the 
Pentagon w i l l not confirm whether it 
has signed a memorandum of environ­
m e n t a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g (a f r e q u e n t 
practice) wi th its host . 2 6 

Military installations in Saudi Arabia are producing a deadly soup of poisons and carcinogens, 
including PCBs, heavy metals and radioactive wastes 



Water Use: Draining 
Saudi Arabia 
Personal water consumption for each 
U S soldier in Saudi Arab ia , including 
dr inking , cooking, bathing, and laun­
dry is roughly eleven gallons per day. 
Vehicles demand 10-12 gallons more 
d a i l y . I n order to quench its forces' 
thirst, the U S mi l i tary has reportedly 
dug new wells 1,500 feet deep to reach 
groundwater. It is drawing water from 
underground aquifers that represent 
90% of Saudi water sources. It has also 
appropriated the water produced by 28 
of S a u d i A r a b i a ' s 29 d e s a l i n a t i o n 
plants. Added pressure by the U S mil i ­
t a r y o n the c o u n t r y ' s scarce , n o n ­
renewable water resources is increasing 
the rate of depletion. It has the potential 
to destabi l ize the c o u n t r y ' s in te rna l 
economy, most direct ly affecting the 
least well-off Saudis, and the hundreds 
of thousands of impoverished foreign 
a g r i c u l t u r a l w o r k e r s i n the country . 
Access to safe drinking water for Saudi 
Arabia's rural population is already on 
the decline, having dropped from 87% 
of the p o p u l a t i o n i n 1980 to 68% i n 
1985. The U S presence promises only 
to exacerbate the problem. 2 7 

T h e w a t e r i s s u e becomes a l l the 
more critical in a chemical warfare sce­
nario. According to the Congressional 
Research Service, "the use of persistent 
agents by either side...could be disas­
trous, because it takes about 200,000 
gallons of wash water to decontaminate 
one d i v i s i o n . " It is not clear w h e r e 
such water resources would come from, 
or if they w o u l d even be available in 
certain parts of the Saudi desert. 

Desert Storm's Dust Storms 
The w a r and the potential for major 
long-term mi l i tary presence in Saudi 
A r a b i a pose s e r i o u s threa ts to the 
r e g i o n ' s deser t e c o s y s t e m s , to the 
nomads who live there, and to Middle 
Eastern agriculture. Whi le the desert 

US forces are draining Saudi Arabia's water supplies and producing between 10 and 12 mil­
lion gallons of sewage a day. 
of S a u d i A r a b i a m a y seem a barren 
wasteland, l ike the rest of the Middle 
East and many other desert ecosystems, 
it is home to a wi ld l i f e population of 
s m a l l m a m m a l s , i n c l u d i n g j a c k a l s , 
hares, sandcats, reptiles and birds. 2 8 

Its soils are held in place by a l i v i n g 

The US has more than 1000 nuclear 
weapons in the Gulf. 

crust of microorganisms , ephemeral 
plants, salt, silt and sand. 

The disruption of the barren deserts 
and desert steppe during the w a r could 
potentially trigger massive duststorms 
and dust clouds. According to English 
Bio logis t J . L . C l o u d s l e y - T h o m p s o n , 
during the desert campaigns of World 
W a r I I large areas w e r e d i s t u r b e d , 
" g i v i n g rise to dust-storms w h e n the 
w i n d velocity was only half that usual­
ly needed to cause them." A s a result, 
the number of storms increased ten­
f o l d . D u s t s torms i n L i b y a i n 1941 
became so thick that al l military move­
ment ceased for three days. Thompson 
and other desert scientists note that it 
takes generations for desert ecosystems 
to recover . 2 9 S t u d i e s of deserts i n 
Afr i ca and India have concluded that 
disrupt ion and dust storms can re in­
force dry spells and droughts by dis­
r u p t i n g r a i n f a l l . D u s t s t o r m s a n d 
drought w o u l d adverse ly effect agri­
culture in Saudi Arabia and other more 
fertile areas of the region, devastating 
loca l economies a n d deepening the 
hunger of the Middle East's poor. 3 0 
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NATIONAL SECURITY AND 
NATIONAL PRIORITIES: 
THE WAR AT HOME 
"Make no mistake...to keep America militarily prepared, I will oppose the defense 
budget slashers who are out of tune with what America needs to keep freedom 
secure and safe." 

—President Bush speaking to a Veterans of Foreign Wars convention in August, 1990. 

Q: We haven't really heard you call upon Americans to conserve as 
part of this crisis. 

A: I call upon Americans to conserve. 
Q: Will you elaborate? 
A: No. ° 

—President Bush responding to a reporter's questions at a Kennebunkport press confer­
ence in August 1990. 

WHAT EVER HAPPENED 
TO THE PEACE 
DIVIDEND? 

A little more than a year 
ago, the w o r l d watched 
euphorical ly as protest­
ers p u l l e d d o w n the 
B e r l i n w a l l a n d the 

"Soviet threat" ceased to be U S foreign 
policy's central concern. A s the Cold 
W a r thawed, the U S m i l i t a r y budget 
came under serious and extensive ques­
tioning. The idea emerged that a peace 

WINNERS & LOSERS 
Federal Spending From 1980-1990 

Jobs With Peace Campaign 

With the peace dividend being spent on the military, we can 
expect a continuing deterioration of social and environmental 
programs. 

d i v i d e n d c o u l d r e - d i r e c t defense 
money to other sectors of the ailing U S 
economy, including health, education, 
housing, mass transit, alternative ener­
gy and the environment . Operat ion 
Desert S h i e l d , h o w e v e r , came to the 
rescue of the m i l i t a r y a n d the a r m s 
i n d u s t r y , w h i c h w e r e s w e a t i n g ner­
vously as the Cold War melted away. 

The Costs of Desert Storm 
I n 1989 the White House and Congress 
agreed to cut roughly $50 billion a year 

from the Pentagon's 
f i v e - y e a r s p e n d i n g 
p l a n — a s igni f i cant 
reduction of roughly 
one-sixth of the $300 
b i l l i o n a n n u a l 
defense budget . 
Four months into the 
Gul f crisis however, 
Secretary of Defense 
D i c k C h e n e y t o l d 
reporters that it was 
entirely possible that 
" there w i l l have to 
be changes a n d 
modifications made 
i n that p l a n " that 
w o u l d p r o b a b l y 
make budget reduc­
tions impossible. By 
the end of 1990, 
O p e r a t i o n D e s e r t 

The war provides a perfect diversion from 
Bush's domestic problems. 

Shield had already cost more than $10 
billion, and the U S General Accounting 
Office estimated the cost for 1991, w i t h ­
out w a r breaking out, at $30 b i l l i o n . 
N o w that war has begun, the costs have 
increased by $500 mill ion to $2 bill ion 
per d a y . T h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n has 
claimed that support from abroad w i l l 
offset the costs. Yet donations f r o m 
Saudi Arabia, other Arab countries, Ger­
many, Japan and South Korea w i l l not 
come close to covering Desert Storm's 
costs. It is clear that the peace dividend 
has become a casualty of w a r . 3 1 

The peace dividend is disappearing 
not only to direct costs of the Gulf oper­
ations, but also to a wide range of unre­
lated military programs hiding behind 
the Gul f crisis. A r m s programs, like the 
$800 million-per-plane B-2 Bomber that 
had been virtual ly assured of rejection 
before the c r i s i s b e g a n , n o w s a i l 
through Congress w i t h o u t s c r u t i n y , 
despite having no applicability to mi l i ­
tary strategy in the Persian Gulf . The 
arms industry also got a big boost i n 
foreign sales w h e n the Bush adminis­
t r a t i o n p r o p o s e d a n d C o n g r e s s 
a p p r o v e d a $15 b i l l i o n arms dea l to 
Saudi A r a b i a that has n o w g r o w n to 
$20 billion. 3 2 

I n effect, at this critical juncture i n 
U S history, the Bush administration is 
not taking advantage of the end of the 
Cold War to address America 's grow-



ing social, economic and environmental 
crises. Instead, it is bui lding a " N e w 
World Order" based on military domi­
nance abroad and the neglect of press­
ing problems at home. 

Disasters on the Home Front 
The Gulf war has provided a perfect, if tem­
porary, political diversion from the domestic 
problems that are plaguing the Bush adminis­
tration In the long term, however, it pushes 
the US further down the road to social, eco­
nomic and ecological disaster. A huge deficit, 
a looming recession, the savings and loan cri­
sis and a budget that dedicates 50% of federal 
income tax revenues to the military, while 
spending only 13% on health, education and 
environment combined, all spell trouble for 
the United States. 

The U S is the largest debtor nation 
i n the w o r l d , facing a federal deficit 
now w e l l in excess of one trill ion dol­
lars. A heavy contribution to the deficit 
comes from the Reagan-Bush free-mar­
ket deregulat ion policies w h i c h pro­
d u c e d the S & L c r i s i s , w h o s e e v e r -
increasing total cost is now estimated at 
$150 b i l l i o n . 3 3 F u r t h e r m o r e , recent 
increases i n the deficit , according to 
Congressional Budget Office Director 
Rober t R e i s c h a u e r , " re f l ec t s h a r p 
increases in the price of imported oil that 
resulted from Iraq's invasion of K u w a i t " 
and the U S military response. 3 4 

A l l of these policies have contribut­
ed to the current domestic recession. 
Combined w i t h the U S government's 
long-term fa i lure to support social ly 
equitable and environmental ly sound 
development at home, the people of the 
United States are feeling the recession 
in the form of increasing poverty and 
environmental destruction. 

Cutting Social Corners 
A s billions of U S dollars pour into the 
Middle East, unemployment at home is 
on the rise as is homelessness. E s t i ­
mates of the number of homeless in the 
U S range from 250,000 to three mill ion. 
Increasing homelessness parallels fed­
eral f u n d i n g cuts of 77% i n hous ing 
programs between 1980-1990. Medical 
research for pressing problems such as 
A I D S is grossly underfunded. Dur ing 
the first f ive months of Desert Shield 

" We should 
create opportunities 
for young people of 
color to work for a 
sustainable planet 
rather than fight in 
unjustifiable 
wars. J J 

— Carl Anthony, Urban Habitat 

the U S government spent more than 
twice as much money on the prepara­
t ions for w a r t h a n i t has on A I D S 
r e s e a r c h i n the las t ten y e a r s . Y e t 
100,000 people have already died from 
the disease in the U S alone and another 
100,000 are expected to die in the next 
two y e a r s . 3 5 

Funding for prisons is one of the few 
budget categories outside of the m i l i ­
tary that has increased, reaching $16 
billion annually. The United States has 

surpassed South Afr ica and the Soviet 
U n i o n to lead the w o r l d in incarcera­
tion rates. The percentage of Afr ican-
A m e r i c a n s i m p r i s o n e d i n the U S is 
especially high—four times higher than 
that of b lacks i n South A f r i c a . T h e 
unemployment rate for African-Ameri­
cans is double the nat ional average. 
State and federal cuts in scholarships 
mean less opportunit ies for a higher 
education. It comes as no surprise then, 
that facing a war on the streets, a high 
possibil i ty of w i n d i n g - u p in j a i l , and 
dwindl ing government support, that a 
disproportionate number of A f r i c a n -
Amer icans and other people of color 
turn to the military for a job. African-
Americans now constitute 2 1 % of the 
U S armed forces, while making up only 
12% of the nation's population. Almost 
30% of the army's combat troops in the 
G u l f are people of color. 3 6 One re­
sponse to this problem, says A f r i c a n -
A m e r i c a n environmental leader C a r l 
Anthony, would be to take the dollars 
the U S is s p e n d i n g i n the G u l f a n d 
devote them to "the ecological restora­
tion of the inner cities, the clean up of 
toxic waste, and the education of our 
young people. We should be creating 
opportunities for young people of color 
to work for a sustainable planet rather 
than fight in unjustifiable wars . " 

100,000 people are expected to die from AIDS in the US in the next two years, 10,000 have 
died since the Gulf crisis began in August, 1990. 



Cutting Environmental 
Corners 
U S environmental programs are also 
suffering from the war economy. More 
than two- th i rds of the government 's 
research budget goes to the mi l i tary , 
while energy research gets only 4% and 
the environment receives 2%. 3 7 The 
U S spends far more money every day 
on the w a r than it does i n a year on 
research for conservation and renew­
able alternatives for oil. 3 8 The Environ­
mental Protection Agency receives just 
$6 billion of the federal budget annual­
l y , yet a major effort to clean u p the 
worst environmental problems in the 
U S w o u l d , according to the Nat ional 
Commission for Economic Conversion 
and Disarmament, w o u l d cost at least 
$300 bi l l ion—the mi l i tary budget for 
just one year. For example, the E P A 
estimates that it w o u l d cost between 
$16 billion and $33 billion over twenty 
years to reduce acid-rain-causing emis­
sions by 50%. It would cost another $50 
bi l l ion to clean up 60,000 toxic waste 
sites identified by the Superfund. 3 9 

But the biggest po l l u te r , and the 
most expensive to clean-up, is the U S 
military itself, which produces between 
400,000 and 500,000 tons of hazardous 

f t 

It would cost $50 billion (less than the cost of the war) to clean up 60,000 toxic waste sites. 

Ending our addiction to oil not only will avoid future wars, but is 
also the first step to stopping global warming. 

waste each year—more than the top 
five civilian chemical corporations com­
bined. The Center for Defense Informa­
tion estimates that "the total cost of 
bringing US military facilities into com­
pliance w i t h environmental laws and 
mending the damage they have caused 
could easily exceed $150 bill ion." Yet 

the U S Department 
of E n e r g y plans to 
spend less than $4 
b i l l i o n a year over 
the next f ive years 
to d e c o n t a m i n a t e 
n u c l e a r w e a p o n s 
facilities, w h i l e the 
U S D e p a r t m e n t of 
Defense requested a 
paltry $518 mi l l ion 
for the environment 
in fiscal year 1990— 
less t h a n the es t i ­
mated cost of clean­
i n g u p the N a v y 
base sites in the San 
Francisco Bay Area 
alone and less than 
the cost of one 
Stealth bomber. 4 0 
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N o w h e r e is the B u s h a d m i n i s t r a ­
tion's environmental negligence more 
glaring than in its treatment of the glob­
al warming issue. Global warming may 
be the ultimate environmental disaster 
brought to us by the fossil fuel addic­
tion which our government is going to 
w a r to sat is fy . It threatens to cause 
catastrophe on an unprecedented scale 
as changed weather patterns , r i s i n g 
ocean levels and other effects destroy 
agriculture, housing and infrastructure 
around the world. There is little debate 
remaining as to whether the greenhouse 
effect is real . It is only a question of 
exactly how fast and how high the tem­
perature w i l l rise. 

Last year the West G e r m a n Par l ia ­
ment set a goal to reduce C 0 2 emissions 
by 32% over f i f teen years 4 1 . Mean­
while, the Bush administration called for 
more studies of the problem and no 
action. A s Greenpeace's Peg Stevenson 
notes, the government "casts polluting 
industr ies as the V i c t i m s ' of a hasty 
response to the greenhouse threat." The 
reason, says Stevenson, is that "the oi l 
and energy companies tell the adminis­
tration what to do and it does it ." 

^ ^ ^ ^ 1^ ̂  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 



NATIONAL SECURITY 
AND OIL 

From naked aggression, to 
/ broken U N resolutions, to 

jobs, to nuclear weapons, 
<Wl to H i t l e r , President B u s h 

^ | ^ ^ ^ gives a new reason every 
week for U S intervention 

i n the P e r s i a n G u l f . F e w w a r s are 
fought solely on the basis of such con­
cerns. But underlying most w a r s is a 
struggle to control resources. This one 
is no exception. 

President Bush's particular interest in 
"liberating" Kuwai t lies less in keeping 
current oi l supply l ines open than i n 
d o m i n a t i n g access to l o n g - t e r m o i l 
reserves and controlling the internation­
a l economic balance of power. Before 

Reagan and Bush 
have gutted US 
alternative energy 
programs. 

the invasion and subsequent embargo, 
I r a q and K u w a i t combined provided 
only 7% of the world's oil and less than 
4% of U S o i l . 4 2 One month after the 
embargo, other O P E C countries had 
increased production to make up for the 
losses. The dramatic price increases in 
the fall of 1990 resulted not from supply 
problems but rather from the fear of war 
brought by U S military intervention. 

I n the long term, however the U S is 
heading toward a much more serious 
dependency upon Middle Eastern oil . 
W h i l e o n l y 4% of the w o r l d ' s o i l 
reserves are found in North Amer ica , 
nearly 20% lie under Iraq and K u w a i t 
and ful ly 65% lie in the entire Middle 
East. 4 3 Some of the US's main competi­
tors in the wor ld economy are already 
much more dependent. Japan, for exam­
ple, imports 99% of its oil, 70% of it from 
the Pers ian G u l f region. 4 4 T h u s not 
only is cheap oi l important to the U S 

" w a y of l i fe ," but according to Joseph 
Gerson of the American Friends Service 
Committee, "control over the f low of 
Middle East oil has given the U S enor­
m o u s p o w e r over the economies of 
Western Europe, Japan and the newly 
industrial ized countries of the Pacific. 
Saddam Hussein's invasion of K u w a i t 
challenged this power." In the post Cold 
War period and with U S world econom­
ic power decl ining, the G u l f w a r has 
g iven Washington an opportunity to 
"reaffirm its control over the region and 
thus its place as the world's number one 
power." 4 5 This is the N e w World Order 
that George Bush is talking about. 

A s President Bush strives to explain 
to the publ ic w h y he is sending our 
troops to r isk their l ives for o i l , he is 
leaving out many crit ical parts of the 
s tory . H e has neglected to t e l l the 
American people w h y he is determined 
to keep the U S economy dependent 
u p o n that o i l . T h e N a t i o n a l E n e r g y 
Strategy, prepared by the Department 
of Energy ( D O E ) in the fal l of 1990 as 
the troops headed for S a u d i A r a b i a , 
abandons virtually al l conservation and 
renewable energy options that could 
reduce our fossil fuel dependence, while 
suggesting increased tax subsidies that 
pay the oil companies to exhaust U S oil 
supplies as fast as possible . 4 6 

This "Strategy" is not a new policy. 
For decades, many of America's critical 
energy choices have been made by and for 
corporations in the oil, automobile and nucle­
ar industries. These decisions, while increas­
ing our oil addiction, also seriously damaged 
our environment, threatened public health, 
weakened our economy and have now led us 
to war. The Energy Strategy proposals keep 
the US firmly on this dangerous path, becom­
ing even more dependent on foreign oil and 
assuring that energy security—and therefore 
national security—will be synonymous with 
controlling the Gulf's oil supplies. 

It did not have to be this way. While 
the Carter administrat ion established 
Middle East oi l as a national security 
priority following the Arab oil embargo 
in 1973, that crisis also triggered a dra­
matic change in the w a y we use energy. 
Carter initiated efforts to halt our grow­
i n g dependence on fore ign o i l . W e 
began to seek energy security not just 

BURNING UP W H A T 
WE'RE F ICHTINC FOR 
* The U S Department of Defense is 

the single largest consumer of oil 
in the world. 

* I n 25 minutes, a single seater F-15 
jet can burn 625 gallons of fuel , 
m o r e t h a n the a v e r a g e U S 
motorist uses in a year. 

* A n aircraft carrier w i l l put a w a y 
that much fue l i n under 7 m i n ­
utes. 

* The military consumed about 200 
m i l l i o n b a r r e l s of o i l i n 1989 
enough energy to r u n the entire 
U S urban mass transit system for 
14 years 

* During the Vietnam War oil usage 
rose to over 1 mil l ion barrels per 
day. The w a r against Iraq could 
use at least that much , meaning 
that we w o u l d consume far more 
than we imported from Iraq and 
Kuwai t combined before the con­
flict began. 

* T h e mi l i ta ry is far more depen­
dent upon oil than the rest of U S 
society, getting 79% of its energy 
from oil versus only 34% for the 
U S as a whole. 

* A body bag requires 3 cups of oil 
to produce. 
[Source: (Gar Smith, "The Military's Oil 
Addiction", Earth Island Journal, Febru­
ary 1991] 

w i t h M-16s , but also w i t h c a u l k i n g 
guns. G i v e n incentives both from the 
government and f rom the gas p u m p , 
millions of people from homeowners to 
factory managers found w a y s to use 
energy more efficiently. Many others 
started to use the sun to meet their ener­
gy needs. A s a result, demand for more 
energy s u d d e n l y stopped r i s ing . B y 
1986 the U S w a s m a k i n g 35% more 
goods and services than it had in 1973 
without using any more energy . 4 7 

If conservation efforts of the seven­
ties w o u l d have continued, w e w o u l d 
need far less energy now. By this time, 
we would be wel l on our w a y to energy 
self sufficiency and much less affected 
by w h o controls Middle Eastern sup­
p l i es . T h i s h o p e f u l scenar io ended 
abrupt ly w i t h the election of Reagan 
and Bush in 1980. 
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Deepening the Addiction 
Throughout the eighties, Reagan and 
Bush actively strove to increase A m e r i ­
ca's long standing dependence on oil . 
T h e y q u i c k l y made their intent ions 
clear w h e n they tore the solar panels 
off the White House immediately upon 
entering office in 1981. Th is symbolic 
act k icked off an aggressive, decade-
long campaign to destroy the solar and 
conservation industries. 

Presidents B u s h and Reagan have 
made many choices since 1981 that led 
the U S to intervention i n the M i d d l e 
East. They: 
* Slashed federal funding for research 

and development for conservation 
and solar energy technologies by 
90%. 4 8 

* Turned Department of Energy pri ­
orities upside down so that D O E 
now devotes over two thirds of its 
budget to nuclear weapons produc­
tion rather than energy develop­
ment. 4 9 

* Cut federal funding for mass transit 
in half. 5 0 

* Granted the automobile companies' 
request to weaken the Congression-
ally established car fuel efficiency 
requirements in 1986,1987, and 1989. 

* Finally, as our troops were on their 
w a y to the Gulf in the fall of 1990, 
Bush lobbied hard to insure the Sen­
ate's defeat of the Bryan bill , which 
would have mandated an increase 
in auto fuel efficiency to 45 mpg. 

These decisions had serious repercus­

sions. By putting more efficient cars on 
the road , the B r y a n b i l l w o u l d have 
saved 1700 m i l l i o n barrels of o i l per 
year, more than twice the 775 mi l l ion 
barrels the U S gets annually from all the 
Arab O P E C countries. 5 1 Through deci­
sions like these, Reagan and Bush have 
succeeded i n e n d i n g a decade of 
improved energy use. 

W h e n these policies began to take 
effect in the mid-eighties, progress on 
sustainable energy s lowed to a c rawl . 
D e m a n d for energy began to c l i m b 
again and our reliance on imported oil 
s k y r o c k e t e d . T h e U S n o w i m p o r t s 
almost half of its oil , far more than be­
fore the first embargo. 5 2 The prospect 
of shedding blood for oil should have 

been cause to reverse this t rend and 
begin conserving this valuable resource. 
Incredibly, however, whi le the conflict 
in the Gulf escalated toward war in the 
fa l l of 1990, the Bush administrat ion, 
under pressure from corporate oil and 
nuclear interests was demanding that 
the D O E eliminate the few conservation 
i n i t i a t i v e s that h a d s u r v i v e d i n the 
National Energy Strategy. 5 3 

WAR ON THE US 
ENVIRONMENT 

E v e n w i t h o u t w a r , the 
energy policies of the last 
fifty years have left a lega­
cy of w r e c k e d o i l tankers , 
smog choked skies, leaking 

radioact ive storage barrels , and acid 
rain ki l led lakes and trees. The human 
toll from this destructive path has been 
massive, ranging from fishermen los­
ing their livelihoods from oil spil ls in 
A l a s k a to increased birth defect rates 
i n centra l P e n n s y l v a n i a after T h r e e 
M i l e I s l a n d . I n the U S , 150 m i l l i o n 
people l ive in areas w i t h air that the 
E P A d e e m s u n f i t to b r e a t h e . T h e 
Amer ican L u n g Association estimates 
that this leads to 120,000 deaths per 
year. 5 4 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l p r o t e c t i o n has 
become a number one concern for the 
majority of Americans in recent years. 
This new level of concern has increas­
i n g l y c o n s t r a i n e d the a b i l i t y of the 
administration and energy companies 
to act w i t h w i l l f u l d i s regard for the 
safety of people and the environment. 
It has also helped the environmenta l 
movement w i n some impressive victo­
r i e s , s u c h as las t y e a r ' s o f f s h o r e 
dri l l ing moratorium. 

Major corporat ions and the B u s h 
administrat ion have been scrambling 
to f ind w a y s to counteract this grow­
ing citizens' movement to protect pub­
lic health and the environment. The 
N a t i o n a l E n e r g y Strategy contains a 
whole set of policies specially crafted 
to cut the public out of the review pro­
cess for energy projects. The Gul f cri­
s i s s e r v e s as a c o n v e n i e n t too l to 
defuse growing opposition to domestic 
environmental destruction. 
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National Sacrifice Areas 
I n the heat of war , no area, no matter 
how ecologically sensitive, is immune 
from sacrifice in the name of national 
s e c u r i t y . W h i l e i n 1990 C o n g r e s s 
extended the offshore dril l ing moratori­
u m for a year, Bush has w a r n e d that 
" C a l i f o r n i a w i l l e v e n t u a l l y h a v e to 
open its coas ta l areas to e x p a n d e d 
d r i l l i n g a c t i v i t y to he lp r e d u c e U S 
dependence on foreign o i l " 5 5 Under 
the h e a d i n g " E n e r g y S e c u r i t y , " the 
N a t i o n a l E n e r g y S t ra tegy c a l l s for 
opposing al l Congressional moratoria 
on o f f shore d r i l l i n g a n d p r o m o t e s 
exploration for oil in Alaska both on the 
coastal p l a i n of the A l a s k a N a t i o n a l 
Wildlife Refuge ( A N W R ) and through­
out the Northern Slope. 5 6 A N W R ' s 
coastal p l a i n represents the last 100 
mi les of the A r c t i c coastl ine not yet 
o p e n to e x p l o r a t i o n . T h e n a t i v e 
G w i c h ' i n Athabascan I n d i a n people 
depend for their subsistence and trad­
ing upon the Porcupine caribou herd 
which calve there. Studies have shown 
that, among many other environmental 

The massive killing of wildlife in oil spills is 
the inevitable result of our oil fossil fuel 
dependent economy and of the Gulf war. 

mmmm 

Oil corporations are using the war as an excuse to drill in wilderness areas that environmen­
talists have fought for decades to preserve. 

impacts, it w i l l cause, oil development 
w i l l totally disrupt calving, using even 
the greatest p r e c a u t i o n s . T h u s the 
development w o u l d endanger a key 
element of G w i c h ' i n economic self suf­
ficiency. 5 7 

A recent ly leaked i n t e r n a l Forest 
Service m e m o r a n d u m entit led " P r o ­
posed Strategy for Mitigating Persian 
Gul f Situation," suggests that the Ser­
vice weaken the environmental review 
process for d r i l l i n g on p u b l i c l a n d , 
reduce the role of public comment and 
appeal in granting permits and general­
ly give drill ing "the same urgency and 
management attention as fire." 5 8 This 
strategy includes permitting Chevron & 
Fina O i l to d r i l l for gas in the Badger 
T w o Medicine Region of the Lewis and 
C l a r k N a t i o n a l F o r e s t i n M o n t a n a , 
despite 8 years of public opposition and 
hearings. Adjacent to a Blackfoot Indi­
an reservation, Glacier Nat ional Park 
and the Great Bear Wilderness A r e a , 
the 133,000 acre Badger-Two Medicine 
region is prime habitat for endangered 
gr izz ly bear, elk and many other ani­
mals. Tribal elders say that it is the last 
holy place left to the Blackfoot Indians. 
Dri l l ing for gas in the area is as insult­
ing as "an oil wel l in St. Patrick's cathe­
dra l " states T i n y Man Heavy Runner, a 
Blackfoot chief. T h e elders describe 
development in the region as an attack 
on the B l a c k f o o t r e l i g i o n , m a k i n g 
sacred rites impossible, undermining 

their cul ture , a n d endangering their 
efforts to save Blackfoot youth f rom 
alcoholism and drug abuse . 

Both of these cases amount not only 
to environmental disasters, but also to a 
b latant d i s r e g a r d for the s o v e r e i g n 
rights of native nations. Once again the 
U S government is breaking the promis­
es of treaties that protected hunting and 
gathering rights and is denying consti­
tutionally guaranteed religious protec­
tion to indigenous peoples. 

Ironically, although national security 
is used as an excuse for these actions, 
little is likely to be gained in real energy 
security. There is only a 6% chance of 
finding an oil field in the A N W R coastal 
plain large enough to provide the U S 
with even 200 days of its oil consump­
tion. 5 9 The Forest Service estimates that 
chances of f i n d i n g a c o m m e r c i a l l y 
viable wel l in the Badger region are less 
than one-half-of-one-percent. 

Reviving the Nuclear 
Dinosaur 
The Gul f war also endangers the envi­
ronmental movement's successful bat­
tle a g a i n s t n u c l e a r p o w e r . B u s h ' s 
National Energy Strategy includes sev­
eral proposals for building more plants 
and increasing the life of existing ones, 
pr imari ly by cutting off public debate 
on the safety and environmental impact 
of projects. Just as they have attempted 
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The nuclear industry is using the war to attempt to erode the movement's gains. 

Shaking the Oi l Addiction to use the global w a r m i n g cr is is , the 
nuclear industry is using this war to try 
to resurrect its failing business. 

Shortly after Iraq invaded K u w a i t , 
the N e w Y o r k T i m e s p u b l i s h e d a n 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t ent i t led the " K i s s of 
D e a t h " w h i c h depic ts a cobra w i t h 
scales made of oil barrels saying 'foreign 
o i l ' upon them. It proposes that "the 
more we use nuclear energy, instead of 
imported oil, to generate our electricity, 
the less we have to depend on uncertain 
foreign oil supplies." The ad's 
c la im is false. Nuclear power 
can do very little to replace oil . 
In 1990, less than 5% of our elec­
tricity was made from oi l ; less 
than 1 % from foreign oil. 6 0 

Despite four decades of heavy 
government subsidies, nuclear 
power still provides less energy 
than renewable alternatives. No 
new designs have proven that 
they can avert repeats of the dis­
aster at Three Mile Is land. The 
specter of Chernobyl, where the 
death toll continues to mount, still 
looms on the horizon. F inal ly , 
there is s t i l l no k n o w n w a y to 
safely store the highly radioactive 
waste for even thirty years, much 
less for the thousands that it w i l l 
remain toxic. 

The fight for oi l , on native lands or in 
the Middle East , need not be fought. 
Our demand for energy is not fate, but 
choice. The U S has barely tapped the 
potential for improving efficiency. A 
glimpse of that potential: Since the first 
oil crisis in 1973, California improved its 
energy efficiency 30% more than the rest 
of the nation. 6 1 West G e r m a n y and 
Japan are beating the U S in the w o r l d 

The fight for oil, on native lands or in the Middle East, need 
not be fought. The US has barely tapped the potential for 
alternatives and efficiency. 

economy in part because they've learned 
to use energy twice as efficiently. 6 2 

Despite waning governmental sup­
port, conservation measures have pro­
v i d e d seven times more n e w energy 
s u p p l y since 1973 than a l l efforts to 
build new power plants and d r i l l new 
w e l l s combined. 6 3 There are m a n y 
technologies available to improve ener­
gy efficiency, most of which cost far less 
than developing new energy supplies. 
Compact fluorescent light bulbs already 
on the market only require one quarter 
of the e l e c t r i c i t y u s e d by s t a n d a r d 
bulbs. Several major automobile manu­
facturers have developed prototypes 
that get from 60 to over 100 miles per 
gallon but so far the companies have 
refused to build them. 6 4 

Once efficiency has reduced the quan­
tity of oil we need, renewable sources of 
energy can eventually replace the rest. 
One million buildings in the U S already 
use solar energy to provide heat, cooling 
a n d l ight . 6 5 A 350 meg awat t solar 
power plant in California is now provid­
ing electricity at a price competitive with 
subsidized nuclear power. 6 6 Wind gen­
erators equivalent in total to two nuclear 
plants are provid ing electricity at 5-8 
cents per k i l o w a t t hour and the best 
wind sites have yet to be tapped. 6 7 

T h e t echnology is a v a i l a b l e ; the 
issue is one of political w i l l . The 
Department of E n e r g y and the 
corporations can choose to con­
t i n u e to p r o m o t e e x p e n s i v e , 
wasteful and polluting w a y s of 
heating and lighting our bu i ld ­
ings, of getting us to work , and 
of producing goods. Or they can 
choose to develop cheaper, more 
ef f ic ient a n d e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y 
safer ways . The U S government 
can continue to base our national 
security doctrine on controlling 
oil resources in the Middle East, 
sending our sons and daughters 
off to k i l l and be kil led for oi l , or 
it can choose r e a l s e c u r i t y b y 
relying on sources of energy that 
d o n ' t d e p e n d o n c o n t r o l l i n g 
other countries' resources. 



ENVIRONMENTALISTS FOR 
A SUSTAINABLE WORLD 

H 
m 

A s the C o l d War came to an end, an 
unprecedented opportunity arose for 
the world community to build a N e w 
World Order of global security based 
on peace, justice and environmental 
sanity. But despite public support for 
such fundamental change, inc luding 
primarily peaceful revolutions in East­
e r n E u r o p e a n d a huge p u b l i c 
Earth Day outcry for the environ­
ment, it became apparent almost 
f r o m the outset that G e o r g e 
Bush's N e w World Order would 
be based on business as usual. A s 
m i l i t a r y a n a l y s t M i c h a e l K l a r e 
writes " A l l the U S military chiefs 
have agreed on one fundamental 
point: the US and its closest allies 
are becoming increasingly depen­
dent on markets and raw materi­
als located in volatile areas of the 
T h i r d W o r l d , a n d so m i l i t a r y 
action is essential to protect these 
vital interests." 6 8 

U S national security in a true 
n e w w o r l d order should not be 
identified w i t h military interven­
t ion to control access to T h i r d 
World resources. Yet the Persian 
G u l f W a r defines the new order 
in just that w a y . The U S inspired 
and led intervention i n the G u l f 
gives our government the oppor­
tunity to control the resource that 
the economies of G e r m a n y a n d 
J a p a n — t h e p r i n c i p l e U S economic 
rivals—depend upon for survival . The 
w a r thus positions the U S to continue 
to play a dominant role on the world's 
political and economic stage, despite 
an ever-deter iorat ing economy and 
quality of life at home. A t a moment 
when the United States had an oppor­
tunity to develop real security by cut­
ting military spending and promoting 
energy independence, environmental 
clean-up and social renewal, our gov­
ernment has chosen instead to tie the 

nation to policies of military interven­
t i o n to c o n t r o l the w o r l d ' s o i l 
resources. 

The results of such choices are trag­
ic. Tens if not hundreds of thousands 
of people are d y i n g i n the P e r s i a n 
Gulf . More w i l l suffer for years after. 
The environment is being devestaded. 

Joshua Karliner 

T h e future w i l l b r i n g more w a r s i n 
what w i l l be an ever-more destabilized 
Middle East characterized by a proba­
ble p e r m a n e n t U S presence a n d 
increasing anti-US violence. A s Green­
peace has stated: "Operat ion Desert 
Storm could become a disturbing pre­
v i e w of future w o r l d events. Should 
c o u n t r i e s of the S o u t h cha l l enge 
Northern countries' control over world 
resources, the resulting conflicts could 
easily substitute for and outstrip ten­
sions created by the Cold War . " 

The best w a y to a v o i d such w a r s 

and conflicts w o u l d be for the U S to 
avoid staking its interests on resource 
extraction in foreign lands, whether it 
be for o i l , w a t e r , s o i l or m i n e r a l s . 
Rather, the US should seek to improve 
eff ic iency and promote ecologically 
sustainable use of local resources. This 
needs to be combined wi th respect for 

the r i g h t s of T h i r d W o r l d 
nations to f u l l y control a n d 
benefit from their own natural 
resources , a n d s u p p o r t for 
them to use these resources in 
an ecologica l ly s o u n d w a y . 
These are the foundations of a 
lasting and just global security. 
They can only be built if we 
begin to combat the racist atti­
tudes that blind the US public 
to the h u m a n casualties our 
government infl icts i n coun­
tries like Vietnam and Iraq in 
the name of national security. 
We also need to combat racism 
at home w h e t h e r it be the 
d e m o n i z a t i o n of the A r a b -
A m e r i c a n c o m m u n i t y i n 
response to this w a r , or the 
inst i tut ional ized rac ism that 
has forced so many people of 
color into the military. 

In the face of war , environ­
menta l i s t s m u s t jo in h a n d s 
w i t h peace , r e l i g i o u s , 

women's, and gay and lesbian organi­
zations, w i t h the homeless, w i t h peo­
ple of color, w i t h the families of peo­
ple in the military, and w i t h everyone 
else w h o is s t ruggl ing to re turn the 
hope and dream of peace, justice and 
a healthy environment to our a i l ing 
planet. Environmental is ts must join 
in building a movement that actively 
opposes the war and works for peace 
i n the M i d d l e E a s t . W e a lso m u s t 
address the roots of this war and work 
for social, economic and environmen­
tal justice in the United States. 

I — 
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ENVIRONMENTALISTS' PLATFORM 
FOR PEACE IN THE PERSIAN CULF 

Use negotiations not w a r to settle 
international disputes. 
Demand an immediate end to the 
US- led offensive mi l i tary action. 
Support a U N mediated ceasefire, 
an end to the war and bring all the 
U S troops home. 
Demand an end to al l occupations 
in the Middle East, including the 
I r a q i occupation of K u w a i t and 
the Israeli occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza. 
C a l l for an internat ional confer­
ence to reso lve a l l o u t s t a n d i n g 
conflicts in the region. 
Stop al l arms sales to the Middle 
East. 
Oppose the establishment of per­
manent U S bases i n the M i d d l e 
East. 
Advocate a sustainable wor ld 
order based on peace and guaran­
teeing the rights of peoples and 
nations to self-determination, 
including the right to control their 
o w n resources and determine 
their o w n form of government. 
Oppose U S government policies 
that provide m i l i t a r y protection 
and aid for the oil companies and 
reactionary Middle East govern­
ments. 
Oppose the U S government's con­
t inuing role as w o r l d policeman. 
Demand an end to wars aimed at 
controlling other nations' and peo­
ples ' resources for the benefit of 
U S corporations. 
Stop the environmental devasta­
tion caused by war . 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 
should be a vital component of the 
U S debate on the war in the Gul f at 
the national and grassroots levels. 
T h e U N G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y and 
Security Counci l should consider 
issues of ecological security in their 
debate on the war in the Gulf. 
The U N Environment Programme 
( U N E P ) should conduct a study of 
the environmental impacts of the 
war . 
Implement energy efficiency and 
conservation strategies. Begin 
now to create a future without fos­
s i l fuels. Provide access to afford­
able, environmentally sound ener­
gy to a l l people. 

Develop a comprehensive national 
program to cut energy demand. 
Start by ra i s ing automobile fuel 
efficiency standards to a minimum 
goal of 45 M P G by the year 2000. 
El iminate taxes, regulations, and 
subsidies which favor non-renew­
able resources. 
Develop a comprehensive plan to 
steadily replace coal, o i l , gas and 
n u c l e a r energy w i t h e f f i c i en t 
alternative energy resources. D r a ­
mat ical ly increase direct, federal 
support for development and use 
of renewable energy sources. 
The U S government should pro­
vide foreign aid that assists Third 
W o r l d c o u n t r i e s i n b u i l d i n g 
economies based on e f f i c i e n t , 
renewable energy sources. 
Protect the domestic environment 
from new exploitation i n search 
of oi l and other energy resources. 
Make environmental protection a 
top priority in a l l energy decisions 
and processes. 
Cease a l l oil and gas dril l ing in off­
shore a r e a s , i n A l a s k a a n d i n 
wilderness areas in the continental 
United States. 
Respect the demands of N a t i v e 
A m e r i c a n s for sovere ignty a n d 
protection of wilderness and envi­
ronments in which they l ive, such 

as the A r c t i c N a t i o n a l W i l d l i f e 
R e f u g e a n d the B a d g e r - T w o 
Medicine Region. 
Make the accelerated phaseout of 
nuclear power a top priority. Do 
not al low the Persian Gulf war to 
become a n excuse for f u r t h e r 
relaxation of safety standards i n 
the nuclear industry. 
Change U S reliance on a mili tary-
based economy. Drastical ly cut 
the U S mil i tary budget. 
Congress should cut the U S mi l i ­
tary budget and create a real peace 
dividend to solve the critical prob­
l e m s of h o m e l e s s n e s s , l a c k of 
af fordable medica l care, inade­
quate education, and drugs. 
Create a peace d i v i d e n d for the 
environment. National resources 
need to go into solving the pesti­
cide, water , garbage and energy 
problems of the U S in an ecologi­
cally sound way. 
Begin a process of economic con­
v e r s i o n , r e d i r e c t i n g m i l i t a r y 
industr ies and bases to soc ia l ly 
useful and civilian endeavors. 
*The mi l i ta ry should pay for its 
o w n tox ic w a s t e c l e a n - u p . 
D e m a n d that n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y 
s h o u l d not be u s e d to h i d e 
destruction of the environment. 
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