
I , 

A Historical Survey of 

('. '---
J\sh::1 Ar:;eri~an Studi~s 

L;j;~'.r'/ - U.C.B. 

Organizations of the Left 
. . 

• Among the Chinese 

I 
H. M. "~ai/ 

America 

I 
.j . 

tA ...1 
i 
I. 

f 

i 
! 

f 
1 

\ 
! , 
s 
1 

latroducnon 

The historY of the lc;ft among the Chinese in America is 
a neglected chapter in the history of the Chinese community~ 
This is a preliminary survey of the left movements until the 
end of the 1950's; most of the emphasis in the present essay is 
OIl activities in the San Francisco Bay Area. It is the author's 
hope that this initial sketch, superficial as it may be, will 
inspire others to probe to greater depths into this little 
investigated but significan"t phase in the history of the Chinese 
in ~his country. 

There were two factors entering into the causation of 
Idt-wing activities among the Chinese in America-one, from 
Qina. was inspired by nadonal salvation and national 
n:volution, while the other, .arising from the exploitation and 

. discrimination in America, was motivated by a desire for 
.betterment of their own lot. These two factors were present 
throughout the history .of the left among the Chinese: in 
America, although one or the other predominated at ~imes. 

'ihc: Introduction of Socialist Doctrines to the Chinese 
" " 

The latter half of the 19th Century was a time of travail 
for the Chinese people, After the bayonecs and cannons of the 
West h:u:l battered down China's \\'311 of isolation, the ancient 
empire foutid herself unable to cope with the' aggressive 
Westerners as her traditional sodal structure and self-sufficient 
economy crumblc:d before their thrusts. and territories and 
concessions were yielded to the pugnacious occidentals. 
Toward the end of the century, partitioning of China by the 

. powers and submittal to colonial surus appeared inevitable. i 
f 
i 

This was a rime of peril for the nation. Concerned 
Olinese pcgan quests for ways toward national sal\'ation. 

.. ,'" Among these were a number of intellectuals who examined 
.: {.r.'" aDd accepted socialism as the goal toward e,,·entual 

'- " regeneration of the Chinese nation. 
10 

At the tum of the century, China waS greatly dependent 
upon Japanese sourcc:s for' information on Western culture, 
and the introduction of socialism was no excepti9n.1 It was 
through Japanese writings th:lt . Chinese students and 
intellectUals were first exposed to the doctrines of Marx, 
Engels, and others. Beginning in 1903. books, pamphlets and 
articles on socialism also were published in Chinese. Many 

. articles on this subject appearecf in the newspapers and 
periodicals established at the time by both the Chinese Empire 
Reform Ass.ociation (Zhongguo Wei:dnhui) .Ied by Kang 
Youwei and Liang Qichao, arid the revolutionary Zhongguo 
Tongmenghui, led by Sun Vat-sen. Drawing much of their 
suppOrt from the overseas Chinese, both organization's 
publications had broad reading audiences in the overseas 
Chinese communities. and as a result had wi~e circulation 
abroad. Certainly, in an age when most Chinese readers were 
not familiar with Western languag~s. these publications were 
important sources for those Chinese interested in socialist 
dOmines. 

InitiaJIy the brand of socialism from the West espoused 
by "the Chinese \\-Titers was generally that ad\'oc:ltcd by 
social-democrats of the ~cond International. Ideological 
limitations of most of these intellectual socialists, derh"ed as 
they were mainly from the gentry classes. led to grc:a t hostility 
toward violent re\·o)utionary methods. Paralleling this 
development, however, was a growing interest in anarchism 
and nihilism among s;;mC! of the younger re\'0Iutionaries.2 

8}" mid;iecade, articles advocating anarchism as the 
guide for revolution began to predominate in Chinese socialist 
\ .. 'ritings. The doctrines of Proudhon. Bakunin and Kropotkin 
became the: fad in Chinese revolutionary cirdc:s. Many young, 
impatient, romantic petit bourgious intelJeauals became 
attracted to the simple: solution of committing indi\iduaJ 
heroic acts of terrorism to pull down and destroy the old order 



as represented by the Manchu dynasty. 
The RUssian Revolution of. 1905 gave fu~her impetus to 

the growth of popularity of .a~rchism, and by 1907 an~c?ist. 
.-. groups formed among students 1ft Iap3n and France. Wlthm a 

'- t, .. , "hon time the doctrine spread to China and to the overseas 
'auncsc.1 

The American Milieu and Development of the Left among the 
Chinese ia America ' 

ChiDcse peasants emigrating to America had hoped to 
rand a better life. Instead, in the land of liberty they found not 
freedom and prosperity, but discrimination and intolerance, 
and finaJly suffered the dubious distinction of being the first 
ethnic group to be ~~gled. out for exclusion from the U.S. ~n 
1882. The great majority of Chinese who lived and worked m 
America were exploited by employers, merchants and labor 
mntnCtors both within and without their own community. 
Although Chinese labor had been characterized as being docile 
and tractable. the not so infrequent strikes and sometimes 
violent reactions of Chinese labor to exploitation showed that 

, they did nO.t take their miserable Lot as passively and 
fatalistically as some Western historians had put it. 

. Contemporary accounts show that they fought back when 
given the proper leadership and organization.4 It was expected 
that the socialist doctrines 3S the way toward that better ~orld 
would saike'sympathetic chords among at least ~me of the 
Chinese in America.. 

At this time, many members of the American working 
class were strongly influenced by the socialist doctrines. 
Worker solidarity was one of the basic tenets .of socialism, 

'\ ~ whether Marxist or Anarchist. HOwever, during t~e early years 
'(' of the 20th Century, this was a myth as far as Chinese workers 

I •. ". are concerned, because the American labor movement in 

\ 

. gencr.al was extremely hostile to Chinese labor. Even the 
. so-caDed Marxist Sociali5t$, in spite of their professed belie:f in 

. the b.rotherhood of the working· man, supported the 
''u'Dconditional exculsion of Chinese:, Japanese, Koreans, and 
Hindus •••• " from this country. 5 Only the anarcho-syndicalist 
IndUStrial \Vorkers of the \\'orld (IW\\,) held true: to the belief 
that fraternal b.onds existed among all wage earners regardless 

. of racia1lines, and set about to enroll Asian workers, including 
Chinese. into the unions on an equal basis with workers of 
other racial groups. The I. W. W. was never too successful in 
their reauiting campaign. But 3t least some Asians were won 
over to their causc, for during this period at least two Chinese 
were translating LW.W. literature into Chinesc in San 
Francisc:o.o 

At this time, the Chinese in America were: excluded from 
large scale modem industries, ,thus they lacked the discipline 
that workers in large industries qcqui~ed. ~\oreo\:er, stimulated 

.-. ,·on the one hand byatiarchist writings from China, and on the 
other by the fraternal hand extended to them by the l.W.W. it 
waS natural for some early Chinese radicals to lean toward, 
syndicatist ideas. 

B)· 1914, a small group of socialists had formed a 
Chinese Socialist Club in San Fancisco.7

. With the coming of 
the post-~Vorld War I depression and the steady deterioration 
of' the Chinese worker's economic position. 

{, -' .. anarch~dicalists became: . incre3Singly acti,,'e among the 
<...._ ' workCTS and .in 1919 the Sanfanshi Gongyi Tongmeng Zonghui 

(Workers' League: of San Francisco) was forreled:' 

_cw .P 

The: League al.med Its first action at Chinese shirt 
manufacturing factories in San Francisco and Oakland. On 
May 18, 1919, the new workers' organiz:ltion prescnted nine 
dc·mands to factory owncrs.9 After strike threats and sc ... ·eral 
negotiating sessions at the Young Wo Association in San 
Francisco, they finally signe,d agreements with 32 factories. 

Following this initial success the league so,?n created two 
additional departments: one for agriculture and one for 
miscellaneous occupations. In Septembcr 1919 a branch was 
established among Chinese agricul~ral workers in Suisun. 
California. The League then changed its name to Meizhou 
Go~gyi Tongmeng Zonghui (Worker s League of America. 

. WLA) to suit the new situation. . 
. In the meantime, the: owners had organized to 
counter·p.tuck. Du.ring the ne,X( few years, by presenting a 
united front against the workers. the employers defeated 
several strikes led by the WLA. . The WLA's fortunes 
declined as they were unable to rally worker support and it 
disappeared fro~ the'Chinatown scen~ aro,;!nd 1927. . . 

, At its hcight the WLA claiJ:tlcd a nominal membershIp ~f 
about a thousand. It was the high point of anarcho-syndicalist 
activit}' arno ng Chinese workers in America. This peak was 
never to be approached again. The: demise of the WLA, 
however, demonstrated the difficulty Chinese workers would 
have in achieving lasting gains in a situation where they were 

, . going it alonc without much fraternal support from workers in 
the larger society. . 

Following the disappearance of the WLA, the anarchISt 
movement in San Francisco's Chinese: community was 
sustained b}' the Ping Sheh (Equality Society), a political club. 
Occasional police harassmeRt 10 and lack of community 
support made it difficult for this small group to accomp~h 
much except to publish pamphlets and a monthly magazmc 

'Pingdeng (Equality) from 1926 to a~ound 1931,11 and 
infrequently to distribute leaflets in suppOrt of workers' 
struggles in Chinatown}l In 1934 another group of anarchists 
organized the Wuzhengfu Gongchanzhuyizhe Lianmcng 
(.~lIiance of Anarcho-Communists) and issued another 
monthly publication, the' Wu:bcllgfu Gongcball Yuekan 
(Allarcbo-Communisr Montbly),13 But this, however, 
represented the efforts of only a few zealots without much 
mass following. , 

Times continued to be difficult for the anarchists in the 
midst or the Great Depression of the 1930's. By this time 
Marxism had become dominant in thc socialist mo\"~ment .• 
However, the Equality Socicty managed to survive until the 
eve of World War II. 

The Chinese anarcho-svndicalist movement of the 1920's 
and 1930's was not limited onlY to the San Francisco Bay 
Area~ The Chinese Labor Ass~ciation (lluaren Gonghui), 
founded in Vancouver, B.C., during the mid·1920's to struggle 
against labor contractors. had an anarchist leadership.14 And 
during the 1930's a Jue She (Awaken Society) was organized 
in,New York City. IS 

By the: end of the 19 30's, howev~r, the, anarchist 
movement had run its course. The cause of Its dechne among 
the Chinese in America was directly connected with its decline 
in America as a whole. The growth of mass unions and large, 
complex industries was contradictory to anarcho-syndicalist 
decentralization and anti-leadership concepts. Bigness. 
engendered a need for disciplined mass action which \Vas 
contrary to the syndicalists' ideas of spontaneity. Their 

11 



eXU'emc: left wing tactics, such as standing aloof from 
conservative trade u'nions. isolated them from the mass of 

. workers. Moreover. following the Russian Revolution, the 
. t( . better-organizcd ~1arxist communists attracted man)' clements 

,,' from the syndicalist oll!anizations, thus sounding their death' 
kneU. 16 As syndicalism withered to a mere splinter on the left 
anarchists tended to .become anti~capitalist. anti-soviet and 
anti;communist (Marxist). , 
· The' anarcho-s}'ndicalists formed one of the earliest 
radic:;ll socialist organiza rions among the Chinese in America. 
,Bur juSt as the Neanderthal Man was an early branch-off from 
the main line of de\'c1opment l~ding to homo stlpi£"71s. the 
anarchISt movement in Chinatown was an early development 
of the Chinese left, which led into 3. blind aller. Today its 
effects upon the Chinese community can hardly be detected. 

The Communist-Kuomintang Alliance in China and its Effects 

It is not known when the Chinese in America first 
became interested in Marxism. Undoubtedly there were 
already some who received a smattering of the socialist 
doc:uines during the 1900's. The October Revolution was the 
stimulus spurring more Chinese in China as well as Chinese in 
this country to study the Marxist doctrines. For instance. in 
Dec. 1919 there was already a group calling themselves Xin 
Shehui (New Society) formed in San Jose, California. "to 
stUdy capitalism and communism and the radical politics of 
the New Russia.',17 However Marxism was not influential 
among the Chinese left in America until after the Canton 
Revolutionary Government led b}" Sun Yat-sen made an 
alliance with the USSR and admitted Communists to the r ~uomintang. Because of this alliance, ~urxists among the 

., Chinese in America were very active in suppon of the Chinese 
, Revolution. They were found in many Kuomintang 
organizations. 

Given the disc:riminatorv conditions under which the 
Chinese in America Ii\'ed, and" the hope for the creation of a 
strong independent China by the successful completion of the 
Chinese Revolution led by the Revolutionary Government of 
Sun Yat-sen. it was not surprising that Marxism augmented its 
influence in the Chinese community at this time. This period 
saw the first political involvement of many who were to 
continue to participate in activities of the Chinese left in 
America during the ne~"t three decades. And it "'"as probably 
during these yc:ars that the first Chincse in the U.S. joined the 
America Communist Party. A Chinatown Branch of the party 
had been established in San Francisco by the late 1920's, 
where it was active until around the be~inning of the Kore:!.n 
War. 11 However, it was the popularly·based ~rganizations of· 
the left which had the greatest effect on the Chinese 
community. And in these organizations. Marxists,liberals, 
nationalis~ and others worh.:.cd together to carry into effect 
certain economic and political programs as reflected by the 
needs of thc times. 

One of the earliest such organizations. established among 
Chinese workers in San Francisco during the mid-1920's, was 
the Huaqiao Gonghui (Chinese \\'orkers' Club), which aided 
and educated Chinese workers and especially gave aid to the 
Chinese Revolution. This o~ganization. allegcd to ~e one of the 
fim to fly the Kuomintang·s national nag in San Francisco's 
Chinatown, lasted only a few years and disappeared around 
1930. its demise hastened no doubt by die 

Kuomintang-Communist split in China during the late 
1920's ,19 which caused political r.epercussions in Chinese 
communities all o\'er the world . 

Another organization supporting the Chinese Revolution 
during thi~ pc:riod of the Kuomintang-Communist Alliance was 
the Chinese Students Club (Zhongguo Xueshenghui). 
composed of Chinese students of various political beliefs all 
over the U.S. interested in the building of a China free from 
foreign domination. In the San Francisco Sa}· Area the group 
included uni\'ersity and high school students, mosd}' from 
China, but also included some American-born. Following 
Chi:lng Kai-shek's coup in Shanglui in 1921. whcn the more 
conservative students in the Chinese Students Club turned 
their backs on the Revolution. student supporters of the 
Chinese Revolution in the San Francisco Bay Area regrouped 
to form the Sanfanshi Zhongguo Xueshenghui (San Francisco 

,Chinese Students Club). In the same period, revolutionary 
\vorking cla~ elcmet:'ts formed another group. the Zhongguo 
Gong-Nong Geming Datongmeng (Grand Revolutionary 
Alliance of Chinese Workers and Peasants. AOVP) to oppose 
the KMT right in San Francisco's Chinatown. The ACWP also 
published a weekly newspaper, Xi.:z,,!e71g Zhollkan (The 
Vallguard) to air their suppOrt of the Chinese Revolution.10 In 
the community feelings ran high as the left and right 
denounced each other. Political street meetings frequendy 
broke up as hecklers from the opposition engaged in fights 
with the participarits.11 , 

On the Eastern seaboard. left elements opposing the 
Kuomintang righ~ wing also were active as early as their 
compatriots on the Pacific Co~st. A branch ~f, th~ ACWP also 
existed in Philadelphia as early as 1928. By 1930 the Chinese 
Anti-Imperialist Alliance of America (Meizhou Huaqia.o Fandi 
Datongmeng), which 3ppeared to be a successor or,::anization 
to the ACWP, established the Chinese Vanguard (Xianfeng 
Bao), as a monthly in Philadelphia.11 Later it was l1\oved to 
New York City and published as a weekly. After its demise 
during the mid-19 30 's, another weekly of similar editorial 
views, National SaliJation Uiuguo SbibilO) .. was transferred 
from Paris to commence publication in New York City.23 
However, the masses in Chinatown then were not in a 
revolutionary mood and the circulations of these papers 
remained small; their effects on the Chinese community were 
limited. However. these publications marked thebeginnings of 
the press of the Marxist left among the Chinese in America. 

Besides hostility from the right in ,the Chinese 
community. the left also received much harassment from the 
police. For example in 1929 the San Francisco police, perhaps 
egged on by the K~tT right-wing, raided the headquarters of 
the San Francisco Chinese Students club and closed it for 
alleged cominunist activities. 24 • 15 

By the end of the decade, overt activities in support of 
the Chinese Rcvolution had ebbed amon~ the Chinese in 
America. The Kuomintang right, in collaboration with the 
police and supported by the conservative merchants. gained 
control in the communltv. 

The new alignmen~ of forces in Chinatown saw incrClsed 
contacts betwce~ the Chinese and American left. It was 
undoubtedly throu~h such collaborative efforts that resulted 
in a delcgate of th~ militant Chinc.."Se Laundry Workers Union 
(Xiiutang) being asked to attend a San Francisco Labor 
Council meeting in 1929 to report on their victory in a week 
long strike against Chinese laundries in the San Francisco Bay 



AreiA-26 This W:lS the first ti,~e a Chinese organization was 
invin:d and marked the sm:lll beginnings which led to fuller 

" participation' of Chinese workers in the American l:lbor 
mcnancnt. (Earlier in 1925 the \VLA ha,d appealed to 
Amc:ric2n labor unions fQr donations and support for Chinese 

C
' , . strikiDg in protest against Japanese and British brutality in 
~( . .'hauchaii however. this was not followed up by further efforts 
" at closer coUaboration.)2'7, " . 

'TbeCbincsc Workers Mutual Aid Association 

, The 1930's were hard times Cor the American working 
class. as industry stagnated during the Great Depression. The 
lab0r-m2nagement sauggle i~ Amcrian became acute as labor 
fougbE for better working conditions. In Chinatown the 
Cbjnrse left worked actively ~ith the American Marxist left. ' 

Early iii the decade a group of Chin~ leftists forme:d an 
" una:eployment council in San Franci.~co's Chinatown and led 

uncmplo}·cd Chinese' on a march to the Chinese Six 
Compariics,28 the ~ominal spokesman for ,the Chinese: in 
Amaica, to ask for relicf. The Chinatown marc~ers later, 
joiocd a demonstration of the unemployed on Market ~t. to 
madt one of the: earliest ,instance of American Chinese 
patic:ipating in such action outside the Chinese community. 29 
Sooa..afterward the same group organized the Chinese Workers, 
CCDIJCr (Huagong Zhongxin, aVC) to help Chinese workers 
fmel employment, and call upon them to unite and to support 
the Chinese Revolution. Howe\'er, after a brief career, the 
headquarters of the ewc was demolished by the San Francisco 
PoIia: around the time of the San Francisco General Strike of 
'1934 .. 30 

'. 

The ~ollowing years saw increasing collaboration 
b~ the Chinese left and left-wing elements in the 
Amc:rican labOr movement. The experience gained by theSe 
Cb~ militants le'd to an increasing awareness among 
C&iDese that cooperation with groups outside the Chinese 
c:omJaEmity was essential to help effect changes in Chinatown 
and m improve workers' conditions. 

, In the mid-1930's, in cooperation with American 
progressive clements, the Chinese left in San Francisco 
undertook an abortive attem'pt to unionize the garment 

. industry by establishing an independent Chinese Lady: .. , 
GZIIDCIlt Workers Union. (The more conservative, 
wcl.l-cstablished, and wealthier Ladic:s Garment Workers Union 
was more successful in their rival attempt.)31 

In another tl)·, which was more successful, Chinese left 
elements worked with American labor to attack the notorious 
Cfrini:se contract system ,existing in the Alaskan salmon 
cannrries and to demand collective bargaining, rishts. In 1936, 
pictct lincs were set up at the docks to halt loading of ships of 
Abska.n Packet:S Association. (However. because of 
intimidation and threats by the Chinese ~ontr:lctors. the 
Chinese only worked behind the scene and did not appear (In 
the picket lines.) The association capitulated and the workers, 
which included many racial groups, gained the right to 
UDionize, and the contract system was finally abolished.31 As 
aD 2ftermath of the victory, a group of C~inese workers on a 
ship returning from a canning season in Alaska developed the 
idea of forming a Chinese workers' association. 33 The Chinese 
Workers' Mutual Aid Association (CWMAA, Huagong 
Hczuohui) was officially established in September 1937. Its 
~ was to unite Chinese w~rkers and through the cooperation 

and exchange of experiences, raise the status of Chin~e 
workers in the l:llJor unions and improve their working 
conditions.34 Its f"rmation was a manifestation of a more 
mature stage in the development of the Chinese left mO\'ement 
as it profited from experience. . 

Starting as a center for channeling' information on 
employment in the canneries and 3S a gathering place for 
returned cannery workers, 'the CWMAA went on to broaden 
the scope of its functions to encour:!ge Chinese workers to join 
the trade unions' and to recognize the \"3lue of working 
collectively to better the workin~ man's condition. The 
aVMAA filled a need in the com~uni~:, for soon after ~tS 
formation there were 400 to S 00 members on its membership 
rolls. 35 

The CWMAA was the first Chinese workers' organizat,ion 
to work actively with people in the American labor moyement 
to achieve a common goal. Their many links with CIQ and AF 
of L unions such as'the International Lon~shoremen's Union, 
the Cannery Workers' Union and J\tis~ellancous Workers 
Union, etc., were extremely useful in introducing Chinese to 

,employment in the larger society .. However, it was true that 
contacts of the av MAA with the larger community were 
hampered somewhat b}' the fact that manr menlbers lacked 
facility in the usc of English. But the basic philosophy of 
identity of interests among the members of the working class 
regardless of ethnic· ba.ckground was accepted. Much of the 
association's strength and success was based on the. 
demonstration of this concep~. 

The Chinese Hand Laundry Allian~e36 

There was no catalyst leading toward the formation of a 
Chinese workers' association in New York Cit)", because of the 
greater dispersal of Chinese workers in the Eastern part of the 
country. Instead, the great number of laundries, many with 
common problems and grievances. served as the: nucleus for 
the formation,of a popularly based organization of the left. 

By the 1930's. Chinese c.xc:lusion had been in effect half 
a century;;Those "f.ortunate"enough to be able to reside in the 
land of liberty accepted discrimination as part of daily life. 
'Economically the Chinese were: systematically excluded from 
many h,dusmes and relegated to the: least sought after areas of 
occupations, such as (he laundry business. But even in these 
areas generally despised by most whites, the ugly head of racist 
discrimination reared itself. 

A sYStematic campaign was directed aga.inst Chinese 
laundrymen in the e:lstern U.S. In 1933 an ordit:'ance was 
proposed in N.V.C. to charge a license fee of S2S per year on 
all public laundries plus a security bond of 51,000. This \\"3S 
designed to discriminate against small laundries, many of 
which were run with marginal profits by Chinese who could ill 
afford exorbitant fc~s. The tradition:!l Chinese organiiations, 
especially the Chinese Benevolent Association (Zhonghua 
Gongso),3'7 handled the issue ineptly. As a result, a coalition 
of dissatisfied radical and liberal Chinese, with. the support of 
the Chilies#! jor."Mf. a New York City paper, organized the 
Chinese Hand uundl)"'Alliance (lIuaqiao Yiguan Lianhehui, 
CIfLA) in 1933' to oppose the bill. After much maneuvering 
the ordinance was passed, but the license fee was reduced to 
S10 and the security bond to S 100. The CHLA received the 
major credit for these reductions. 

After this initial success the: Alliance \\'on a JaJie 
, 13 

------~----------~------------~.----~-------------------------------------------------



j 
1 
! 
i 
j 

I , 
! 
1 
I 
I 

'I 

1\ I 

\ 

'fonowing. 'New 'York City laundrymen who joined were 
erganizcd into districts each with their ow~ represc:nutives to 
die CIlLA council. It raised small amounts of rc\·ehue by 
serving as witness to the sale of laundries, a function which 
formerly was the prerogative: claimed b)· the Chinese 
Bc:ncvolent Asso~i3tion~ the nominal Icder of the New York 
Chinc:sc community, It also provided help for its members to 
fill out tax forms and license applications. It became the first 
succeSsful Chinese organization' to work oucside the 
&amcwork of the traditional Chinese establishment. 

The CIlLA's outlook on Chinese relations with the 
wcater community was far more progressive than most other 
Chinese groups. During the depths of the depression, for 
example. more than SOO Chinese laundrymen from the 
A1liancc marched in the NRA (National Recovery Act) parade. 
This was a high water mark for the participation of a Chinese 
CX'ganization in the East in Americ:n national :iffairs. 

The traditional Chinese power structure was unwilling to 
let th~ Alliance's challenge to their authority go by without 
ft2Ction. One year after the formation of the CIILA, a 
amscrvative faction within it was induced to split away and 
farm the Chinese I'land Laundry Association (Huaqiao Yiguan 
ungye Zonghuj). Most of the members remained loyal to the 
CHLA. however. and in 1934 it still enjoyed an active 
membership of over 3,200.' . 

The CHLA considered itself 'a new type of Chinese 
. mganization: It put itself on record ~ainst what it considered 
10 be outmoded ideas and feudal ~stoms in Chinese society. 
Many members had little to do with traditional Chinese 
acganizations.3a Some members of this organization helped to 
mund and support the first daily paper of the left among· 
OUncsc, in America-the Cbillese D.zily News, which succeeded 
th: National Salvation Weekly in 1940.39 

• 

the CH LA was never more than an alliance 0 f small 
Foprietors. Its importance lay in the demonstration of' the 
mac of collective strength. For years it was a staunch 
mpporter of the Chinese Re-:olution within the New York 
Qincsc ' Community, the largest in the eastern part of 
America. 

The War Against Fascism 

The CWMAA and the CHLA were both born in a time of 
troubles for the peoples of the \vorid. Beside the economic 
disaster of the Great Depression. the 1930's saw the nurching , 
zanies of the axis powers-Germany. Japan and Italy, 
Dlf!nac:ing the world~ By the end of the decade. internal 
CDDtradic:tions such as that existing between labor and capital 
lad to be tempor3rily sheh'ed as both turned to concentrate 
upon defeating the common enemy. In the Chinese 
CDmmunity this had added meaning as the motherland. China. 
was righting for survival against Japanese aggression. One of 
tile major programs of the CW,\lAA was to I':lllr support 
among Chinese workers to oppose: the Japanese aggression in 
C!:rina. At this t~me. the Communists and the Kuomin:ang had 
effected a truce in China, similarly both left and right in the 
OUncsc community called a temporary halt to their quarrels 
~o unite. ag:linst Japanese milit:lrism. and the Association 
became very active in the United China War Relief Socic;:}" (Lu 
Ma Huaqiao Tongyi Yijuan jiuguozonghui). the m·erall 
OIIaniution coordinating war relief fund drives and other 
aaivities in the U.S. Chinese community. 
14 

Before the Pearl Ilarbor attack. some profit-hungry 
American businessmen were still selling material to the 
Japanese war machine. However. an increasing sector of U.s. 
public opinion. in which the: left and the liberals figured 
prominently. opposed this short-sighted policy. Among the 
most viSible targets for the protesters was the sale of scrap iron 
to Japan, and during the closing years of the decade. picket 
lines were often seen at various U.S. POrts to protest against 
loading scrap iron on ships headed for the Land of the Rising 
Run. 

In San Francisco. this protest was expressed particularly 
vehemently in December 1938 when the Greek freighter 
Spyros began loading scrap iron destined for Japan. The 
CWMAA received news of the intended shipment from friends 
in toe American labor movement. While its members manned 
hastily thrown up picket lines at the pier. the organization 
called on the rest of the community to join them. A few days 
later students. workers. merchants. housewives and others 
from Chinatown. as well as. many sympathizers. converged 
upon the waterfront to register their disapproval. The 
longshoremen refused to cross the picket lines. By the time the 
action ended, the number of pickets had swelled to 3.000. 
Even th·)ugh the freighter finally did load its holds wit~ the 
scrap meta'!. this dramatic e,xhibition of, unity by ~e Chinese 
impressed many Americans and led to renewed calIs to ban the 
sale of scrap iron to japan. During the: succeeding months the 
CWMAA cont.inued to play a prominent role. in picketing 
actions invohing other ships loading scrap iron. 

The av MAA also held weekly public meetings at which 
guest speakers representing different political opinions were 
invited to air their views on subjects ranging from support for 
the war effort to union activities.40 However, the new 
left-right alliance among the Chinese was built on shaky 
grounds and lasted only a few }'ears. When the New 4th Army 
Incident of 1940 disrupted thc Communist-Kuomintang truce 
in China,41 the CWMAA withdrew from further active 
participation in the Kuomintang-dominated United China War 
Relief Society in San Francisco's Chinatown. 

In the Eastern part of the country the CHLA also took 
part in similar war activities as the aVMAA. These two 
organizations raised large sums .of money to suppOrt China's 
war effort. But it was the youth organizations. howC\·er. who, 
were most acth'e and 'conspicuous in the cultural aspects of 
propaganda work required to further this effort. The rise of 
such organiz:1ti\)ns can be attribued to the Japanese invasion of 
China. 

During the late 1930's many Chinese refugees of the 
Sino-Japanese War emigrated to the U.S. They included a 
number of young people and intellectuals who had be~n 
expoSed to two decades of new ,ideas and changes in China and 
whose style and thinking differed significandy from that of 
established Chinese groups in the U.S. Their ideologies 
inc:luded nation:1Jism. liberaliSm, and socialism. Many had 
participated in anti-japanese war propaganda work in China. It 
was natural for these young people of kindred interest to seek 
each other out in the new environment. Youth c:Iubs 
supporting the Chinese war effort developed in many of the 
larger Chinese communities. One' of the earliest was the 
~iuyue lIuaqiao U.ingnian liu~uotuan (familiarly known as 
Qing-jiu. Chinese Youth Club) founded in New York Ciry in 
1938. The club not Qnl}' participated in &lnti-japanese war 
work within the community but was also active in the U.S,. 
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)'OIIth mO'llancntgcncrally, participating in such events as May 
FiEst LaborDa y pandes.41 

(n San Francisco, the Chick Char Musical Club was 
csablishc:d in 1937 with the encouragement of Chinese 
cdIIIcator Tao Xingzhi.43 This club had a generally liberal 
oadook aad often took part in cultural progr:1ms at war'rallies. 
~ 1941. however. it had lost much of its initial momentum 
UlIl· another group9 the New Chincse Alphabetized Language 
St=dy society (NCALSS, Sanfanshi Xinwenzi Yanjiuhui), 
amse to play a more prominent role. . 

The NCALSS was originally organized to push the 
alpJaabeacspclling of Chinese words and doing' away with 
ChiDese characters. as a means of eradicating illiteracy. It grew 
.,...of a mass movement in China during the 1930's which had 
similar aims.44 By 1936 news of the movement had spread to 
the Chinc:sc in Ha.\\.-aii,4s and in 1940 the Socicty was formed 
ill San Fancisco_~ In addition to language reform, younger 
members of the society began to organize activities such as 
haEmonic:a playing. choral singing, 'drama, etc. Within 3 
DIDllths mc activitics of the. organization were, vastly 
elIpanded,. and the membership increased to approximately 30. 
DDst of whom werc recent immigrants in their late teens and 
early twc:::o.tics, all fired with the enthusiasm and idealism of 
)'UUth. The dub rented a headquaners in a ,basement. at 812 
Smckton Street a few buildings from the headquarters of the 
lDm1 lQ.tT.ror ahnost 20 years this was to be the center of 
~essivt: youth a.ctivities in San Francisco's Chinatown. The 
NCALSS soon became the most active youth group in the 
eD.DUnU~_41 . • 

In 1942, a coalition called the Lianhe 1 iuguo Suanchuan 
Taan (Ubited National Sal\pation Propaganda League) 
cumprisiDg ~he NCALSS and two other local Chinese youth 
daibs, praented a drama, whose proceeds went toward the 
pazr.chase of gifts for Chinese serving in the U.S. armed forces. 
'Dais organizational Structure proved to be unsuitable for' 
ta:rUiting new members, however, and early in 1943, the 
PIopaganda League was reorganized as the Jiasheng Huaqiao 
QjDgnian Jiuguotua.n (familiarly known as Qing-Jiu, Chinese 
Youth Lague). Cultural activities were diversified and vastly 
expanded. Funds were raised to buy gifts for servicemen and 

,to 'scnd thempu,blications and letters. This organization, 
because: of its superior' organization and esprit de corps. 
n:maincd throughout the war the most active among 
ClJi:a2tOWll ¥Outh groups. Excellent liaison was maintained 
Widl other Chinatown youth clubs and with left and liberal 
gmups OUISide the Chinese community.48 

MaDmum CYL membership was about a hundred. but 
dacir progams, including music and drama of modern China. 
IIClched a public many times this number. Like the CWMAA, 
me ChiDCSc Youth League is also significant' as a pioneer 
Qinese- group in reaching out to groups outside the Chinese 
CDmmuDity. 

BctwccalWt and Cold Wars 

Daring the years immediately following the end of 
World War 119 the: Chinese lIand Laundrr AUiance (ClILA) in 
me East and the Chinese Workers .\\utu:ll Aid Association 
(c\VMAA) and the Chinese Youth League (CYL) in the West 
~ were particularly strong vocally in support for the Chinese 
Revolution_ In New York CitY the: Chilla Daily News 
ClIOntinw::d to spak out as the news organ of the left among 
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Chinese in America. As civil war between the KMT and the 
Communists seemed increasinsly likely, several members of 
the CWMAA in San Francis~o had organized the Co-oper:ltive 
Publishers (Hauo Chubanshe) for the purpose of printing. in 
Chinese, several classics of Chinese communism. thu's for the 
first time offering to U.S. Chinese the opponunity to ac~uail1:t 
themsel\'es with the program of the Chinese Revolution.4 

The period during and immediately after the war had 
seen some erosion in the mass base of the left organizations in 
the Chinese community. On the Pacific Coast the Alaska 
Packers' Association moved its headquarters to Seattle upon 
the outbreak of hostilities between the U.S. and Japan and no 
longer recruited workers in San Francisco. As a result, 
membership of the CWMAA, a large number 'of which had 
been cannery workers. began to dwindle. 50 The end of the 
war saw the wilting of the Chinatown youth movement. Many 
erstwhile youths acquired family responsibilitics; others lost 
the idealism and fire of youth. There no longer appeared to be 
any urgent task to unify youths. The Chinese Youth League 
was one group that survivea although with reduced 
membership rolls. It established links with groups outside the 
Chinese community such as the American Youth for' 
Democracy (A YO). In 1946 it changed its name to Chinese 
American Democratic Youth League of San Francisco' 
(CADYL, Sanfanshi Minzhu Qingniantuan, familiarly known 
as MinooQing).51' . 

The CADYL was active politicall)", giving support to 
candidates of the Progressive Party in local and national 
election campaigns. However its effectiveness among the 
generally politically Chinese community was limited. 

The post-war period also saw the fonnation of other 
shon-lived organizations of the left am.ong the Chinese in 
America. The o "'erseas Chinese League for Peace and 
Democracy in China (Lu Mei Zhongguo Heping Min~hu 
Lianmeng. OCLPDC) was founded in New York City in 

. November 1947 by Gen. Feng Yuxiang who at that time was 
in exile in the U.S. The proclaimed aim of the organization, 
which had chapters in New York. Washington, D.C .• Minnesota 
and San Francisco, was to urge a stop to American 
interference in Chinese internal affairs. especially in the civil 
war. Members of the group, wnich at its height totalled more 
than 200, were mostlr businessmen and intellectuals. 52 Later 
as the Chinese Revolution drew to a successful. conclusion. 
organizations also appeared among Chinese university students 
whkh advocatc:d returning to the homeland to join in the 
construction of a new China. S3 Among these was the 
nation-wide Alliance of Chinese Scientific and Technical 
Workers (Liu Mei Kexue Gongzuozhe Xiehui). 

. This was indeed a most fa\'orablc period for the left in 
the Chinese community. And on May '4, 1949 the Cbina 
Weekly Uinmen Qi.Jo Bao), some of whose backers were 
members of the CW j\\AA. began publishing in San Francisco, 
joining the China DLtily Nt4 ':;;s as news organs .in the U.S. 
Chines'e communit>" supporting the NC'A' China. It would seem 
that slowly but suri:1y, the forces supporting the Chinese 
Revolution were gaining ground among the Chinese in 
America. Fate was to pro\'e treacherous. however. 

On the evenin~ of Oct. 9, 1949, at the 12th anniversarY 
celebration of the Chinese Workers Mutual Aid Association 
held at Chinese American Citizens' Alliance Hall in San 
Francisco's Chinatown. a celebration -of the recent founding of 
the People's Republic of. China was in progress. The 
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· tm:-starrcd red fhg of China YI:lS prominently displaycd. The 
mc:ting Iud hardly commenced when K~tT-hired hoodlums 
inwded the premises. 'scized the flag. be:lt up some 

r' participants and dashed blue dye all over clothing of members 
. \( of die audience. The next day, KMT c1emcnts passed out. 

leaflets marking IS individua!s for eradication from the 
CbiDcsc community.S4 This show of the mailed fist by the 
KMT was a blunt warning to U.S. Chinese not to display their 
sympathy for the Chinese R.evolution too openly. 

For a time. howcver, the forces supporting New China 
appeared to have recovered. Tbe CbiuiZ Weekly and the Cbina 
Daily NeTIJS continued to publish. utcr in 1949 anothcr group 
of businessmen. some of whom were members of the OCPDC. 
pw:d1ascd the rigm-\ving Chullg Sai Yat Po and changed to a 
editorial policy favorable to People's China. However, the' 
Kon:an ',,-ar soon brought an end to this era. 
TIM: Right-wmg Reaction 

The 1950's signaled hard times for the left in the U.S. as 
the forces of reaction'laun~hed a full-scale attack upon ·them:. 
L~ organizations either. dissolved or suffered drastic declines 
in ~mbcrship. The Chinese organiZations were no different; 
in ~. they suffered attacks from both the American right 
and the KMT. 

'The 'cold war had already begun as the U.S. and the 
U.s.s.R. a"nfronted each other in Europe. In June 1950, war 
broklC out in Korea. Later that year, when Gen. MaCArthur's 

· armies threatened· China's fr~ncier, Chinese troops crossed the 
Yala River. Many Chinese in this country became fearf~l that 

. they wo~ld' be put in concentration camps just as the J apanesc 
~werc .. du~ng ~Vorld \V~r II: Increase~ activity by F .B.!. agents 
V and unnugt'3.tl0n offiCIals In the. ChInese community added to 

this apprehension and succeeded in intimidating many. The 
f'ltSC victim among the left Chinese newspapers was the Cbina 
Wukly. It ceased publication when the Chinese firm printing 
the paper refused to service it after Chinese troops entered the 
Korean War. Next was the Cbung Sai Yat Po which folded in 
Jan. 19S1 due to declining circulation as frightened readers 
C2.1Kelled their subscriptions. In 1955 the u.S. go\·crnment 
move! against the CbillQ Daily News, accusing it of traffic with 
the enemy because of its advertisements for. the Bank o( 
China. The 'paper was found guilty, fined and its manager 
jailed. ss The paper's circulation dropped precipitously due to 
hacassment of subscribers. Today it struggles along, publishing 
twice weekly with a small circulation of about 800, and existS 
by relying. on donations from its few remaining loyal 

· suppotters. . 
Among the left-wing Chinese organizations. membership 

de:dined during the: 1950's as apprehensive Chinese ceased to 
attcDd meetings and stayed away from social functions. In San 
Francisco. the aVMAA finally closed its doors in 1954 after 
the membership dwindled to about 20. In New York the 
ChiDcsc \;'outh Oub also was dissolved at about the same time. 

The Chinese lland Laundry Alliance nearly suffered the 
same fate_ When Chinese armed forces entered the Korean War 
the CHLA' refused to join the' anti-communist camp~jgn 
launched by the Chinese Benevolent Association (CBA) of 
New York City. For this heresy the CHLA was expelled from 

(
'-, . theCBA.s6 During the 1950's. immi!:ration authorities and 
. ·F .B_I. agents continually harassed CI iLA members, and its 

membership declined sJtarply. Today the organization exists 
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only as a pale shadow of its former self. 
The only group which man3~ed to maintain a fairly 

extensive program during this era was the Chinesc:-American 
Democratic Yout h Lague of San Francis~'o (the name \,,-as 
later changed to Chincse Youth Ciub, but it 'was still known 
familiarly in Chinese as Min-(l.ing). Durin~ the late 1940's, 

. many members ~ad dro'pped out because llf family or business 
responsibilities. an~ it looked as if Min-Qing was a dying 
institution. However. in 1949 and for a few ycus afterward. a 
number of newly arrived young immigrants from China joined 
the club and infused nc:w life. In spite of this revitalization. the 
cold war, the Korean War, and the assault against liberals and 
the left during the McCarthy era, all severely curbed the club's 
scope of ~ctivities. There began a period of harassment of 
indiv~dual members by governmcntal investigation agents. 
Practically every member was questioncd by the F.B.I. as the 
federal agents sought a non-exist ant link with the Chinese 
People's Republic. Members who were in the armed (orces 
were barred (rom sensitive positions, and attempts were maue 
to give several of them undesirable discharges. However. in this 
the government was u~successful as they were unable to 
establish . their charges of subversion. In spite of these 
uz:tfavorable circumstances Min-Qing m~n;tged to keep a fairly 
constant membership of about 40 for almost a decade, and 
was the most active independent youth group in Chinatown~ 

During this difficult period the club concentratc:d 
heavi~y on educational and social activities_ A counseling, 
tutorIal and remedial program was initiated in 1952 for the 
benefir of members and friends, most of them new 
immigrantS. Members were encouraged to le~rn some 'skills in 
order to become more useful members of society. The: dub 
prescnted cultural programs at Its hcadqu:lrters at 812 
~tockton St. two to' three times per yeu. The performances 
Included plays, songs and other represcntath'c aspects of the 
new Chinese culture. Min-Qing was one of the first 
organizations in ·the San Francisco Chinese community to 
prescnt Chinese folk dances as well as the famous Yellow River 
Cantata (JIUaJlgbe DabecballgJ of Xian Xinghai. In addition to 
this a biweekly mimeographed publication in the Chinese 
language. Min·Q;'lg. ga\'c friends and members opportunity to 
express their '(iews. It is worth noting that this publication' 
was probably the first in this country to use the simplified 
characters promulgated by the Chinese government in 1956. 
The club also .pioneered the use of the Hanzi Pinrin spelling to 
tea~h Manda~1n to membe:rs and friends. The club pro\'ided a 
SOCial ~atherang place for members and friends. Through 
emphaslS on mutual aid, group guidance and wholesome 
collective activities, Min-Qing was 3.ble to achieve for its 
mem~ers things which each individual could lIot have clone. 

The success of Min-Qing from start to finish was limit~d 
b~ ~he ~'if~culty of instilling a!ld maintaining a [rul}' collectl\·e 
Splflt wlthan a larger societ}' which enCOUr3ges individualh:m. 
As long.a~ th~ ~lub h~ld.together with·an acti~e. going program 
the basiC gUidIng prmc!]Jes of collccthism \\:orkcc.I well. But 
whene\'er acth'ities declineu or when the organization was 
temporarily broken up, members tended to~ become more 
concerned with personal career and family. Youth 
otga.nizati.ons ar~ notorl,?usly ephemc:nl in nature. Min-Qing 
through Its vanous mct3.morphases from t!Ie :"Jew Chinese: 
Alphabetized Language Stud}' Society to tl.e: Chinese Youth 
Club survh'cd almost two dec~J~s wherein it witnessed the rise 
and fall of many otner short-lived youth clubs. Few 
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iDdepcndcm youth organizations in the Chinese commmunity 
of Ameria. can match this'longevity record. 

In 1959 Min-Qing lost its headquarters and disbanded. 
'Some members attempted' to form another organization called 
me Haiyan Club, but this club never regaincd the momentum 
at Min-Qing. However, even if the club had not disbanded, it 
probably would have been drastically affected by, the 
immigration investigations during the late 1950's, for during 
~nesc exclusion era. many Chinese, including sqJRe __ o! 
fIiOsc wliOsi.itisequently became activ~rle~~nad entered 
m.1S_ co"""Umry by fraudulent claims of citizenship. The - -----_. -~ --- - , . -
immigration authorities were weU aware of this, and by 
darcatS, coaxing, and other means they induced or forced 
IIIZ:DY Chinese to confess their fraudulent citizenship status. 
Members of the left were special targets as they and their 

. Rbtives were ·systematically harassed. Many, including most of 
die members ,of Min-Qing. were stripped of their 
-citizenships_ ,t Some were prosecuted for defrauding the 
gcw.c:rnmcnt so as to warn others to be more cooperative. 
Others were not given the right of permanent residence in this 
CDUlitry, thus havirig the threat ofdeportat'ion hovering over 
their heads indefinitely. ,In this manner the left and their 
SJlDpathizcrs were put on the defensive and their effectiveness 
ill the comm'unity was curbed drastically. . 

Some Concluding Words 

. For2lmost half a century from the eve of World War I to 
the dying ycarsof the McCarthy era, there was nearly always 

. some organization representing some ty'pe of socialism within 
. dx Chinese community in America. In the past these groups 

WCR always a minority in the community, but in spice of this o they made a significant impact. This was especially true of the 
\ g:maiI2s springing up after the late 1930's. 

The Chinese left faced many obstacles. They were often 
sahjccted to a~s of harassment by government officials. Raids 
by die· Sm Francisco Police upon the Ping Sheh and the 
S:iuIEu1shi ZJ:aongguo Xueshenghui in the late 1920's were clear 
ClC!I'l1ples of this. Moreover, the Chinese exclusion actS over 
the years had' led to numerous illegal and fraudulent entries 
among Chinese :immigrants. Thus many Chinese have 
qu.cstionablc immigration status. American authorities were 
DOt oblivious to this and for years they have used this as a 
weapon to crack down on politically active Chinese:. Thus the 
tlJKat of deportation and prosecution on criminal charges was 
always banging over the heads of these political 
DOD-conformists. For example, Xie Cang, one of ,the activists 
ill the Sanfanshi Zhongguo Xueshenghui, was deported.57 

EVCl during the 1960'S, deportation was still the favorite 
wca.pon of the U.S. government against the Chinese left. As 

. laD: as 1965 an official of the Chinese Hand Laundry Alliance, 
Louie Po~ was charged. with fraudulent entry, and threatened 
widI deportation by the Justice Department. One of the 
counts against him was that he was affiliated with the Chilla 
Ddy Nt!7D~ 58 Another weapon often resorted to by the 
aathorities was to prosecute members of the left for 
faudulcot entry, as was the fate of four members of Min-Qing 
daring the late 19S0's and early 1960's.59 The effect of 
aaions su~ as these has gene~lly been to cow the Chinese 

~-', population into silence. and to intimidate Chinese with 
'l., sympathic:s for the left.· ' 

For the most part of the first half of this century China 
was convulsed in struggle as the Chinese people sought the 
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road to national rebirth while at the same time fighting for 
national survival against Japanese aggression. Since most 
members of the Chinese left in America at this time were 
China-born, it was natural thar they reacted strongly to events 
across the Pacific, and concern for support of the Chinese 
revolution and for resistance to Japanese aggression dominated 
their activities. In this area they were able to render valuable 
service by informing and educating the larger society as well as 
the u.S. Chinese community. 

The organizations of the left also were interested in 
effecting certain domestic programs aiming toward change in 
the community. In this regard they en~ountered obstacles 
which were difficult to surmount. Successful implementation 
of their programs of course ultimately rested upon the: support 
of the people within the Chinese community; however, since 
the Chinese were but a small minority in this country, radic~ '\ 
change in the Chinese community could not be fully effect~~ I 
independently of the situadon in the larger society. The 
anarchists of the 1920's were aF first successful in· bri~ging 
,some improvement to workers' conditions in the Chinese 
community, but ultimately failed because the consen"ative 
forces in the Chinese community were tOO strong for them to 
tackle alone ,\'ithout some support from the larger society •. ' 
The Marxists of the'late 1930's and 1940's were able to 
achieve a somewhat greater degree of success because they 
could draw upon the backing of friendly American progressive. 
forces. On the negative side, when the anti-communist hysteria 
swept the larger society during the 1950's, the Chinese left in 
America was .among its victims. ' 

The popular organizations formed by Marxists in alliance 
with' liberals during the 1930's' displayed some' pr~ 
growth.. into strong org~nizations c~unter-acting the 
conservative Chinatown establishment and pro\iding 
leadership for the forces desir~ng a change from the status quo, 
for the groups were originaJly organized around popular 
economic issues which had great appeal. However, after a 
promising start, the coming of World War II curbed their 
development as the American people were asked to ma~e 

'sacrifices in order to win the war against Fascism. Other 
objective factors such as wartime "prosp,erity," as well.as the 
factors previously mentioned, all worked to prevent the 
Chinese left from maintaining and augmenting its popular base 
in th~ communit}', thus hampering the carrying out and 
expanding of any programs for change. After the hot war, the 
cold war hysteria put the brakes on the resumption of such 

, activities. Thus even though the situation in Chinatown caUed 
for drastic change, the KMT conservative merchant coalition, 
in collaboration with u.s. governmental authorities, was able 
to sustain an atmosphere discouraging any challenge to the 
established order. . 

In view of their limited mass support, their co~tinual 
harassment and other,' handicaps, it is surprising that these 
groups have been able to accomplish as much as·they have. 
They have for· years brought idealism, zeal, and a sense of 
direction into Chi~it~wn 's atmosphere of materialist 
mediocrity and political apathy. They ha"'e b,een the vanguard 
prcsenting new ideas and concepts and representative samples 
of the nC\v Chinese culture. They have been pioneers in 
recognizing that ~he Chinese in America must work across 
racial lines in order to achie\"e change. More than a decade has 
elapsed since the last of the "old" left organizations of 
Chinatown has faded i~to the past. Other groups representing 
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the .anew" left have appcared in the Chinese community. their 
ideologies var)"ing from left-liberal to .\\arxist. Again in 
conjunction with the larger society, much of the new 
movement has taken off from the momentum generated by 

. the civil rights. Black power. and the: Third World mO\'cments 
of the 1960's, and waS reinforced by identification with the 
positive image generated by a victorious Revolutionary Ncw 
China. 

The tics betweeQ the "new" and. "old'· left groups are 

,

. few· since the decade that elapsed between disappearance of 
the one and appearance of the other was an effective divide. 
However the "old" and the "new" left share common goals in 
striving' for a better community and a better world. 

Three· significant characteristics distinguish the "new" 
left from the "old'· left: First~ the new activists arc 
predominantly native-born; their appearance represents a new 
stage in the historical development of the Chinese community. 
a. stage in which the Chinese of America have completed the 
transformation from ~journcr5 to permanent residents. 
Second. the "new" left consists largely of students. 
professionals 'and intellectuals; 50 far few ,vorkers have 
participat.ed in the movement. Third. although the "new" left 
organizations arc·still interested in the Chinesc RC~'olution, the 
movement exhibitS much greater concern in community 
problems such as housing, employment. racism, (tc., and 

. panicipatcs to a greater e~terit in t.he politics of the larger 
society. 

Today these groups still have only limited support in the 
Chinese community and they are split into several factions. 
Most of the Chinese in America arc still bardy affected by 
their activities. Howcver. the rise of these groups after 2 
decades of total domin~tion of the Chinese community by the 
KMT. is a sign that the forces for change are again stirring. 
Judging by their activities, a new stage has been reached in the 
development of the Chinese left in America, and with proper . 
implementation, of programs administering to the aspirations 
of the people of the Chinese community~ this "ncw" Chinese 
left can grow to become a significant force: However, the full 
story of this "new" Chinese left is outside the scope of this 
essay and will have to be the subject of another p~per. 

NOTES 

L An account of the inuoduction of the: socialist doctrines. into 
China may be: found in "The Triumph of Anarchism over Marxism, . 
1906-1907," bv Martin Bernal in Cbiua in Revolutio,,: The First Pb.lse 
1900-19IJ, edited by M.C. Wright (New Haven: Yale University Press, 
1968), pp. 91-142. . 

The organs of the Chinese Empire Reform Association were the 
first to introduce socialist writings to China. In 1903, the Guang1:hi 
Shuju (Broadening of Knowlc:dge Book Co.), founded in Shanghai in 
1902 by reformist Liang Qich:ao and his supporters, publisht'd three 
surveys on sOcialism translated from the Japanese. That same year two 
other b\loks on socialism were issued by other publi~hers in Shanghai. 
Also. from 1903 on many articles on socialism appeared in Xinmin 
Congbao (New People's Mis,·ell.myJ a Yokohoma periodical also 
(oanded by Liang's supporters in 1902. 

Sun "at-sen a~d some: members of the revolutionary 
Tongmenghui \vere also influenced by w~~tern socialism. 

2. An account o( the development of anarchism in China may. be 
found in Tbe CIJ;"ese A".,rcbist ."fovcmem. by Robert A. Scalapino and 
eeorge T. Yu (Berkeley: Center (or Chinese Stud in, 1961). 
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3. One of the (irst to bring the anarchist doctrines to Chinese soil 
was a stuJent revolutionary, Liu SiCu, bettcr known as Liu Shifu, a 
native of Xi:ln~shan (now lhunt:shan' district in the: Pari River delta 
ncar C:lnton. The rcl:ation of Liu Shifuto the arum:hist movement 
among the Chinese in Amt"ric:a i§ not den at prt'5ent but it is worthy of. 
note th~t his n:"i\-e jistrict l'( Xian~:oihan was the r~giun of origin for 
many Chinc!lc in Amcrica. And cc:rt:lInly, at lcast in the San I'rancisco 
Say Arca, Xiang~han (ZhonJ;sh:ln) people were prominent in the 
anarchist movement. Ac.:orJing (0 Wc:nJin~ '~rhc: Sio1'":arhy of Mr. 
Shifu." in Tb~ Co/l~cted \\'a,*$ tlf 5lt~·($baft!!h3l;. 19)8>, Liu Shifu 
went to stud)· in j:aran in 19U4-. In the: fnllo\\int: ~'C2r he took an active 
role in the fonnation at the Tongmenghui in Tokyo. 1.iu left japan in 
1906 and for the nc:xt few )'e:lr~ cn~"gcd in rcvoluti~nary activities in 

the Hong Kong area. Afterthe re\'olution he and his followers founded 
the Huiming Xueshe (Society of Cocks Crowin·g in the Dark) in Canton 
in 1912. T~e object was to propagate anarchism.to the masses. . 

In 1913 rctle:cting his disgust at his fonncr comrades or the 
Tongmenghui who now ~emcJ to be con&:emed onlv to advanc;e their 
personal interests, Liu hdpc:J to orpnize the Xin She (lleart Society) 
which was intended to be a preliminary to a nation-wide anarchist 
movement. However, Liu died in 1915 of tuberculosis. He was only 31 
at the time. 

4. Chinese strikes ·for better working conditions were Dot rare. 
The first recorded instance: occurred on June S. 1832 when Chinese 
construction labor ~orkjng on the Parrott builJing in San Francisco 
went on strike for more wages (Cbill~se Uistorical Soc;"ty BuUelin, San 
Francisco, Vol 2 No.5, Ma)' 1967). Qther insances occurred among 

., the railro:1d workers, the most famous strik.e being rh~ one on June 
1861 "'hen some 2,000 Chinese: in the Sierra Ncv~d:ts walked off their 
jobs on the construction site: of the Centr.ll Pacific (S.zertlmento Union, 
july I. July 3,1867) . 

Violence: also accompanied some of the Chinese labor disputes. 
For instance the Sa~ Frandsco Call. Aug. 17. li9~ reporeed attempted 
arson by members of the Garment Workcrs Guifd against a factory 
owner who was reluctant to come to terms with the guild. 
. S. Isabclla Black, "American Labour· and Chinesc Immigration" 

Pasl I",d i7esent, No: 2S (July 1963), pp. 59-76, quoting from The 
Jntnllatlon.zl Socialist ReviC"".:J, Vol. 16 (1910), p_ 1121. 

6. Philip S. Foner. Histnry of the Labor Movement in the U.S. 
(New York: International Publishers, 1947). Vol. 4, p. 82. 

. 7. A pamphlet, Chin.z ami tbe Social RetJOlllliolf, was published 
by Kiang Kang-,\1u, care of the Chinese Socialist Club, 100S Stockton 
St •• San Fran-:isco, CaJif. The preface: of this pamphlet, written by 
Kiang himsel( in California, was dated June 2S, 1914. Trc club may 
have been the Pingmin Shu·Ba~she formed by Kiang Kang-hu (Sec Feng 
Ziyou Sbehu;:lmyi yu Zho".r:gllo I t long K9ng, 1920]). 

8. Kung Sing, No.1 (.\tar. I, 1924) and No.2 (Apr. I, 1924), 
included a detailed account ot the history of the Workers League of 
America up to 1924_ The pulJliclition is the monthly magazine issue:d 
by the WLA. . 

9. The 9 demands were as follows:·· 
(1) The work day is.to be limited to 9 hours. 
(2) The employers arc to guarantee that in the future wages arc to 

increase :and not decrease. 
(3) Time and :l half is to be: paid for work O\·cr 9 hours. 
(4) Double time is to be paid (at Sunday work. 
(S) Paid time off is to be gi\·en for American holidays . 
(6) The emplo,.·ers are: to pay medic:al bills for injuries incurred during 

performance of work on the fae-tory's premise~. . 
(1) The tenn of apprenticeship shall be set :at t\\'.o months,· during 

whi~h time [he apprentice i$ [0 be allo~~:4 w.cckly expense ·money 
of $1.00. . . . . 

(8) In case o( a fire if a worker 1i\'CS on· the pr~mises of his employ~r, 
the emp'loyer shall recompense him SSO.OO to pay for losses 
incurred. 

(9) Workers not obeying the: above regulations arc subject to discharge 
by the. League. . . 

AU but the 9th demand were eventually accepted by the (act"ary 
owners. 

10_ ClJung Sa; Y.zl Po (San Francisco): April l~, 1928 gave an, 
account of a raid by San Franci)co plain·c1othes police offkcrs on the 
Ping Sheh, where cwo m~l1llJers were 3rre~ted for preaching an:zrthism. 
Th~~ wa.~ tYf.oi~31 of the general police atticu\le towarJ radical groups in 
the 1920's. 

11. The Ping Shch advertised (ree copies of various pamphlets in 



Cb''''g Sa, Yat Po, Nov. 29, 1926. The first is.~ue of l:qw/ity was 
published July I, 19~7, according to an advcniscment in Cbllng Sa; Yat 
Po, June 24. 1927. , 

12. The author possesses copiC'!IO of leaflets i.~sued by the Ping 
J!' Sheh in suppOrt of the Laundry Workers' strike of 1929 and the 
, (" ' garment workers' strike ~ainst the Chinatown factory uf the National 

, Dollar Stores in 1938. 
13. The first i5Sue was puhlished June I, 1934. Communications 

were to be addres.,cd ro Ray Jones' (Liu Zhongshi). 
14. Ping Sheh. I~fay Day Speci.2/.1ssue, May I, 1927. 
IS. Wu:bengfu (;ongcban YlIt'ka" combined Nos. 5.6 (Oct .• Nov. 

1934). 
16. Willi:am Z. Foster, Outline Political II ist 0 r)' of tbe Am,ricas . 

(New York: Intem:uional Publishers. J 9S1). pp. 391·2. 
17. Cbllng Sa; Yat Po" Dec. 4, 1919. ' 
18. Interview ""itb former member of the San Francisco Chinese 

Students Club. 
19. Ibid. 

. 20. Minutes of tbe Second Convt'ntion oftbe Kuomilltolng in San 
Francisco (Zhon2"uo Guomindang Zhu Sanfanshi Zongzhibu Dj'erd 
Daibiao Dahui Shianoji). 1928. p. 163. The XiIlnftmg (V.mguolrd) may 
have been the precur~r of the publication of the same name published 
in Phila&Jelphia in 1930. 

,21. See Note 18. 
22. Leong Gor yun. Cbinatown Inside Out (New York:' Barrows. 

1936). pp. 1,43. 154, 156. 
23. Interview with former worker at the Cbina Daily NnDS (New 

York). . 
24. Cbung Sai Yat Po, Apr. 8,13, 1927. 
25. Sec Note 18. 
26. Cbllng Sai Yat Po, Jan 14.28,30. 1929. 
27. Philip Taft, Labor Politics A m~rican Style, The California 

Stat~ Fedttation of L.:zbor (Cambridge: Harvard Univ. Press, 1968), p. 
175, quoting from the Proceedings of tbe 34tb Annual Convention of 
. tbe Cali/omu Federation of Labor, 1929, p. 29. 

28. Cbung Sa; Yat Po, 1925, June 10, 11; July I, 6, 10, 13, 15. 
16.20.22, 24; Augullt 17, 1930. The occasion was the celebntcd "May 

. 30th Incident", in Shanghai. 
£" 29. The Chinese Six Companies or me Chinese Consolidatcd 
'{ Benevolent Association of the U.S.A. is the organization claiming to be 

the spokesman for 311 the Chinese in America. It is at the apex of the 
pyramid fonned by Chinese organizations in the community :and is 
fonned by the seven major district as.o;ociations in San Francisco: Ning 
Yung~ Sam Yup. ~ong Chow. Young Wo. Shcw llinS. Hop Wo and Yan 
Wo Associations. 

30. Interview with fonner member of CWMAA. 
31. Sec Note 30. 
32. L.W. Casaday, Labor Unrest and tbe Labor MOtlement in th6 

Salmon Industry of tbe Pacific COtlst (unpublished Ph.D. thc:sis, Univ. 
oC Calif. Berkeley). pp. 387·97. Also see "Yushiye Ji:lnshi" ("Alaska 
Cannery Workers"). Getting Togetber (Tllanjie BaD), (San Francisco). 
Mar. 18~21. 1972. ' 

In the Chinese contract system the cannery owner makes 
• agrennent with contractors to can the salmon at certain fixed price per 

case during the canning season. The contractor' then hires the: workers. 
During the 19th Century practically aU the labor at the canneries were 
Chinese. Later Chinese. Filipinos. Japanese:. Mexican~, etc. were .hired. 
Under this system, the workers 'were under the control of the 
contr:actors. They were frequently pro\'i4ed poor food. charged 
exorbitant prices for goods. and provided inadequate and unsanitary 
quarters. Thus it became one of the most hated features of cannery 
work. . 

33. Interview with Willie Fong, one of the founders of the 
CWl\-tAA. Two Chinese most :active in thc founding were Wallie Fong 
and Sam Young. 

34. Jianfu, "Shi'cmianlai di Gongzuo Guoch~ng ji Jinhou di 
Rmwu" ("A Review of Work of the Past 12 Years and the Task for 
Now and the Fu'ture"), Cbi"a Weekly, 0(.'[. 8, 1949. Lin Jianfu (l1:appy 
Lin) was secret3rY of the CWMAA. also one of the founders of the 
NCALSS. 

35. Sec Note 32. 
36. Leong Gor Yun. Op. Cit. Charter 5 gives a goo ... account of 

me early history of the Chinese lIand Laundry AUiance. 
37. The ChinC);C Benn-olene Association or Zhonghua Congso of 

New York City is an organiution simil:ar to the Chinese Six Companies 
, (See Note 30), and claims to speak for the Chinese: in New York City. 
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38. Virginia lIeyer. Patterns nf Soc;"1 Orr.:z";:42I;On ;n New York 
City's Cbi".:z: ou.'" (unpublished Ph.D. thesis, Columbia University). 
Chap~r 8. 

39. Liu Bo'li, "Me~o tluaq~o 8aoye F:anzh:an"hilue" C"Brid 
History of the Development of New~rarc:rs of the Chine~e: in t\merka") 
an lVt'rty; Fuxillg "·lIr.'ka" (UterolT)' RelttliSSalnce ,\fomb~l') (Taiwan) No. 
19, pp. 49-56. 1\1-00 .. erified by verb .. l infonnation from foraner worker 
:It Cbina Daily N.-.:Is, 

40. Fo; example there were meeting announcements in the Cbung 
Sa; Yat Po, Mar. oJ, 12,1938, May IS, 22, 1938. etc. 

41. During the: Sing.Japanc5~ War the Communist New 4th Army 
was operating in the lowc:r YanJ;ue V:dley ncar Shanghai. The 
Nationalists felt it to be a rhrat ro what thev l.:onsiJc:red to be their 
territory. even though at that time it \\'35 held by the jap:ancse. In 1940 
the KMT gO\'crnment ordered the I"'ew oJth Arm)' to withdraw north of 
the Yangtze. While' the army W:IS withdrawing. protesting to the KMT 
government, in the: nleanwhile the Nationalists :ana eked the New 4th 
Army Ueadquarters Unit and aceomr:mying rear gu:ard and' inflicted 
several thousand casuah:ies. 

Many overse:1S Chinese protested this action, pointing out that 
the most important task should be to unite to light thc common 
enemy, hpan. 

42. Th~ Cbillese Youtb (l1u.:rqi.?o Qingni.2n), puhlished by the 
Chinese Youth Club, N.V.C. Special I~ue. No.3 (Oct. 19';0) pp. 7·11. 

43. Interview with former member of the NCALSS. 
44. Ni lIaishu. ~eonggllo PinyimlJell:iyuudollg Sbi Ji.:znbian 

. (Shanghai, 19oJ8), Chapter 6. 
45. Ch~n Qiao, "Guanyu Yatgo Gaoyuk Daijong Munai ge 

Hinyi" ("On a Proposal with Regards to the Problem of mass 
Education") in 2Stb AllniueJ'Sar), Co",nre",oratir1~ Alb"III of tbe Mil" 
Lun Scbool, HOllolu!" (1936). 

46. l'uweJI' l'aujill (Ymen lngau) (Lauguage Study) publishcd by 
the New Chinese Alphabetized un~age Study Society (Apr. 1942). 

47. See Note 46 . 
48. RuconS!, "Xiaoxiao Shinian" ("A Brief llisror ... of 10 Years'') 

in Min·Qing Tu;"b.:zo. New, Ser:ies No.1. (Dec. 1. 19~9). This is ~ 
mimeographed publication issued bi\Veek~y by the: Chinese'American 
Dc:mocratic Youth League. The development and activities during the 
period 1940 to J 9';9 is covered' in this article. Zhu Rucong (J ames 
Young) was one of the founders or the NCALSS. 

49. The publications were: 
(1) New Democr:lcy, by .\tao Tse·cung 
(2) The Trutb about tbe Liberaud Ar~as. by Dong Biwu 
(3) On Coalition GOt'cr1llnent, by Mao Tse:·tung 
(4) Critiqu~ of "Cbi"a's Desti,lY • .• by Chen Boda 

SO. See Note J J. 
S 1. The aims of the CADYL as stated in its constitution were as 

follows: 
(1) To unite Chinc:~e and American youths to study and work together 

for the interc:st of young people. 
(2) In cooperatiun with all Chinese here: and abroad to fight for the 

establishment of a free, peacc:-Ioving. democratic. united, 
independent, wealthy and strong new China. 

(3) In cooperation with Chinese and non-<:hincse libet:1ls and 
progressives to work toward freedom and equality for all mankind 
and world peace. 

(4) In cooperation with other progressive organiUtion~. to undertake 
, educuional programs. protect the public interest, md establish a 
democntic W:1y ,.f life. 

(S) Through colkcti\'~ strength. to advoc:zte ways of sCl'\'ing sodety. to 
strengthen the tnenlbc:rsh;,,~ belief in service to society, and to 
incrc:asc the uscfulncs~ of the member!ohip in serving society. 

52. James E. Sheridan, C"i,,~se Warlor.:l, Tet! C.3reer of Feng 
Y,,·IJsi'Ulg (Stanford: Stanford Univ. I'ress, 1966), pp. 279·280. Also. 
Fellg \'uxi.:zllg lUI/giu" l;'niance (Afbum in Memory of .Gen. Feng 
Yuxiang) (Hong Kung: 19:'8), pp. 11';'11 S. 

S3. Liu.\f~i XUi'sbengTongxill. Nov. 26. 1949; Jan 21. Feb. 4. 
1950. . 

54. San Francisco Cbronicl~, Oct. 10. 1949. 
5S. Cbfn~ D.zily N .. -,L·s. editori:lI July oJ. 1970. 
56. Heyer. Opt cited, p. 94. 
57. See Note 18. 
58. Annual Report of tbe Immigration and Natllrllli:atio,. 

Snv;Ct', 1965, p. 11. , 
59. These were the cases of Jackson Chan. Maurice Chuck, Kai 

Dere and Wing Joe. 
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( APPENDIX: CHINESE GLOSSARY 

Orpni:ations and Institutions 

OUck Char Musial Club (Qicha Yinyucshe) 
'.. Guanzhi Shuju 

Haiy2n Oub 
Hczuo Chubanshe 
Huiming Xueshe 
Huagong Zhongxin 
Huaqiao Yiguan Lianhehui 
Huaqiao Yiguan Tongye Zonghui 
Haa-Qing 
HUaren Gonghui 
Jiashcng Huagong Hezuohui 

. Jiasbcng Huaqiao Qingnian Jiui:,Yllotuan 
jucShe 
KDominrang (Guo~indang) 
Liaahe Jiuguo Suanchuantuan 
I.i2D-Hui 
Liu Mei Kexue Gongzuozhe Xiehui 
La 1-1ci Huaqiao Tongyi Yijuan Jiuguozonghui 

. La J.1ei Zhongguo Heping Minzhu Lianme~g 
Mcizhou Gongyi Tongmeng Zonghui 
M.eizhou Huaqiao Fandi Datongmeng 
MiD-Qjng 
MuD Lun School (MinIun Xuexiao) 
Niayue Huaqiao Qingnian Jiuguotuan 
Pingmin Shu~Baoshe 
Ping Sheh (Ping She) 

'QiDg-Jue o SaDbnshi Gongyi Tongmeng Zonghui 
Sanfanshi Minzhu Qingnianruan 
SaDf'anshi Xinwenzi Yanjiuhui 
Sanfanshi Zhongguo Xueshenghui 
Tung Sen Association (Tongshanrang; 
Wuzhc:ngfu Gongchanzhuyizhe Lianmeng 
Xifutang 
XinShe 
xmShehui 
Young Wo Association (Yanghe Huiguan) 
Zhonghua Gongso 
Zhonghua Zonghuiguan . 
Zhongguo Gong-Nong Geming ~atongmeng 
Zhongguo Guomindang 
Zhoagguo Tongmenghui 
Zhongguo Weixinhui 
Zhoagguo Xueshenghui 

Geogr.apbica/ Terms 

Bolo 
Canmn (Guangzhou) 
Dougguan 
Houg Kong .(Xianggang) 
Kwangtung «(i uangdong) 
LongDu 
Shckki (Shiqi) 
XiaDBshan 
Zcagcheng 
Zboagshan 
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People 

Chan, Jackson (Wen Dachuan) 
Chen Soda 
Chen Qiao 
Chiang Kai-shek (Jiang Jieshi) 
Chuck, Maurice (Huang Zhongmin) 
Dere, Kai. (Xie Rongzhong) 
Dong 8iwu 
Feng Yuxiang 
Feng Ziyou 
Fong, Willie (Fang Jiachang) 
Jianfu (Happy Lin) 
Joe. Wing (Zhao Rongguang) , 
Jones, Ray (Liu Zhongshi) 
!Cang Youwei 
Kiang Kang-hu (Jiang Kanghu) 
Liang Qichao 
Liu Boqi . 
Liu Shifu (pseudonym for Liu Sifu) . 
Mao Tse-tung (Mao Zedong) 
Ni Haishu 
Rucong (James Young', Zhu Rucong) 
Sun Vat-sen (Sun Yixian, Sun Zhongshan) 
Tao Xingzhi 
Wending 
Xian Xinghai 
xie Cang 
Young. Sam (Yang Shen) 

Public,ltions aJrd Published Works 

, Chung Sai Yat Po (Zhong Xi Ribao) 
Feng Yuxiang Jiangjun Ji'niance 
Guanru Vargo Gao}'uk Daijong Muntai ge Hinyi 

(Guanyu Yige Jiaoyu Dazhong Wenti-di Xianyi) 
Hanzi Pinyin 
Hezuo 
Huanghe Dahechang 
Huaqiao Qingnian 
Jinmen Qiaobao 
Jiuguo Shibao 
Kung Sing (Gongsheng) 
Liu Mci Xuesheng Tongxin 
Meiguo Huaqiao Baoye Fanzhanshilue 
Meizhou Huaqiao Ribao 
Min-Qing Tuanbao 
Pingdeng 
Shehuizhuyi yu Zhongguo 

\ 

Shi'ernianlai di Gongzuo Guocheng ji Jinhou di Renwu 
Shifu Xiansheng Zhuan 
Tuanjie Bao 
Wenyi Fuxing Yuekan 
Wuzhengfu Gongchan Yuekan 
Xianfeng B~o 
Xianfeng Zhoukan 
Xiaoxiao Shinian 
Xinmin Congbao 
Ymen Ing:lu (Yuwen Yanjiu) 
Yushiye Jianshi . 
Zhongguo Guomindang Zhu Sanfanshi Zongzhibu 
Di'erci Daibi.lo Dahui Shi-mo Jl Zhongguo 
Pinyinwenziyundong Shi Ji3n~ian 
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