@!/’ e

OF THE

HEROIN




e ——

CHEATING A NEWPAPER TO SERVE
OPPRESSED WeiTTH PEOPLE

Tt is importsnt that people under-
stand how White Lightnling came to pub-
1ish its own newspeper, There are no
neuspaper exparts or techniclians who -
belong to White Lightning, Most of us
who contributed articles for our first:
issue don't have a high school educa=-
tion, and our articles represent thae
first time we have ever gotten anything
in print,

Although some 3rd World brothers
assistod us in obtaining necessary
materials and some basic aklilla, the
newspaper was fundamentally a result
of all of us pooling our labor and know=
ledge together. We learned that what
is important is not so much the skilils
or the finished produet but the process
of learning and struggling together,

Individwally, we have all been
Il.ade_ to feel by Amerikan soclety {in
suhn-:::-ls churches, factories, correc-
tional lnstitutinns} stupid, uneultured,
and not possessing any ldeas worth writ-
ing about. Peopla from our class back-
eround are not suppoacd to write any=
thing mere than our sigmatlurss on a
loen application, Hd= wore conditioned
te bolleove that writing is excluaively
reserv: for the profescionala,, e
know now that this is pudlshii, MHe
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WHRITE L\GHTNING

LIGHTNING STRIKES

know that ovr personal experlences,

when pleced together and connected,

give a much more honest picture of the
roalltles of Amerikan soclety than most
of the rubbish and applogles for oppres=-
sion turned out by professional writers.

We also know that our experiences
are not isolated and different from the
ma jority of poor and working class
white people,, Unlike many white
"leftiste", "radicals", and “movement
people"” who come from privileged social
positions and who fancy themselves as
our saviours, the members of White
Lightning know by painful experience
what it means to suffer, We connect
our experiences and interests with
those of all suffering people, We are
not out to save some abstraction poin-
ted to as ‘oppressed white pecple’,.
because we are oppressed white people,
We recognlze that it is in our self=-

interest to build a revolutlonary
movement among oppressed white peo-
ple so that we can unite on an equal
basis with our Frd World comrades,
We recognize thls first and foremost
bagause we feel and understand the
nature of our own oppression,

Qur aim is to develop a news-
paper that genulnely expresses the
interesis of oppressed white meople—-
rarticulariy white viectims of the
heroln plague, We want it to be our
tool and weapon in stiruggle agalnst
tlat class of wealthy bosses and their
industrial and military empire that is
the cause of onr suffering,
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ALL POWER TO
ALL OPPRESseED

PEOP\E
LORTTE LGHTOWG

Tt 1s obvious to us that mnking
pledzes and promises about fighting for
oppressed peoplel Intercath and actu=
ally doing it 'are two different
things, Many so called white revolu-
tionary groups are always shooting off
at the mouth about poor and working
c¢lass white people, but in practlee
they continuously insult and sabotage
our efforts (along with the efforts of
Jrd World people) at organiging oursel-
ves, They treat us as though we are
idiotic shesp that have to be led by
thelr middle clama values,

To maintain our base among white
oppressed people as well as to grow
larger and more effective,we need the
active partielipation of all poor and
working class white people, Oppressed
prople and their experlences are our
teachers, The only power that can fun-
damentally change this society lies in
our collective handsa,

We are especially appealing for
critlecism aso that we can correct
wrong ideas and learn from our mistakes,

Articles, criticisms, and comments

can be mailed to STORE F%NT

Love and Struggle
White Lightnine

KICK IT NOW|

IF YOURE USING THE
RU NGCLA'SS PoLSoN) (HER
orv) AND You . (JANT TO
IBERATE YOURSELY FRom

SONERS Busyed OM wancomcsTHE PLAGUE, WE CAn ARR-

GE 70 HAUE. You DETOX

Brotharl and Sisters, every
TuESpRY night at the store
Ifront around 7:80 P.M. we
have rap seszlons involwing
new pecple that have hooked
up with us, Some of the 1las
ues that are discussed are
Why do people turn to druga?
What relationship do the pigs

busted er (Use who run the scountry have to

drug addiction? What part does
racism and elass p“itix play
in someones use of drug

Films are also shown from time
te time, dealing with a wvarietj
of different aubjects,

All Brothers and Sistera wha
are strung out on the Pig FPla=
gue, Heroin are welcome ta come
and check nsg out,

ALL FOWER TO ALL
OFPHESSED PEOPLE
MHITE LIGHTNING
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ER MIKE SMiTd WAS A THERAPIIT ASSIGNED TO WoRK AT LOGos, (WHERE THe

S.0.L, ORGIVATED), HE WAS EXPECTED YO PLAY THE ROLE OF PROFESSIOMAL THER-
APIST.” HE DID THIS AT FIRST, BUT THE PoLimicALLY GROWING CoONSCIOUSVESS OF THE
RESIDENTS AND H1S O GROWVIG UVDERSTANMNG LED HIM TO SUBMIT A VERY UL -
PROCESSIONAL REPORT TO THE DEPT OF PHYSCHIATRY AT Li LvcoLN) HOSPITAL, OF
WHICH 1LOGOS WHs A SECTON. TT WAS NoT WHAT T PIGs WALTED 1O He'm?

SPILLING THE BEANS

Logoe is a therapeutic community
for druz addists which scarves the
South Bronx, Tt was started by ex=
addictes from Synanon and Dayiop and is
like thomze programe, I came to Logos
in July 1970 as a pasychietrist whe
knew nothing about druss, Everyone at
Logos was wrapped up in dreams about
his opwn mysterious hangeups, Thare
were no newspapers, Practleal prob-
lems mever seemed to come up., The
phony smiles of the residents are not
like anything in New York City, let
alone the South Bromx, In so many

ways Logna looked after my "interestsi"

1t forgol raclal and class 1ssues; 1t
spoke my psychological languagey it
blamed individuals rather than society;
and 1t even served me lunch in the
director's office,

The job system is the most impor-
tant part of Logos. Addilcts entering
the program begin work in the kitchen
or on the service crew, As long as a
person fits into the system, he or she
ie promoted to job using business
skille or an administrative position,
All work is hased on the American mil-
§ itary model, No werk is done with co-
operation, The sergeants (called
"expediters" in Loges) are trainsd to

be mean and expect to be hated by those

under them, Diseipline, not help, i=s
the thing, People succesd who can
function well in a brutal setting,
Woman are en

‘and ironing jobe, @pnii’h—ﬂpu!aﬁing
reople remin in manual labor, Once
1 heard, "He really knows English but
his mental 111ness mekes him pretend
that he doesn't,™

The encounter group came from Syn-
Every resldent has a group three

anon,
time= a week, TIn contrast, staff mem-

bers, also ex-addiets, almoat never

participate in encounters--even as leas

dera,,0lder residents tesch newcomers
the method, Residenits are not supposed
to "react on the floor," Reanting

means showlne a strong negallve emotlon

or attitwe, The "Tloor" 1s anywhere
but inside an encounter group. Anger
15 limited to encounters, Since the
staff=-anl fthe outside world=-are not
in the groupe, anger can never bo
directed toward them, The enrounters
teach residents to channel annry feel-
ings towarl themselves and thelr
frienmds, Understamding of soclal
causes of addiction is suppressed by
the encounter methnd,

Heads are shaved for "reacting®
outeide a group., A person is insulted
amd given worse jobs to make him keep
more and more csullt inside, The staff
says, "you have to learn to aceept in-
justices," This attitude also sup-
presses criticism of the staff and
rreparos tha exaarddiect to be a docile
(exploiten) person, They Leath ex=
addicts Lo work 12-16 hours a day at
neaningless jobs and never complain,
They train pveople to be like whipped
does,

-I went through chanzes at Logos,
T always felt close to the residents
and som=times felt close to the staff,
From the atart I held back my ocxriti-
cisms, feeling that “ex=addicts can
handle their own rrovlems best™ amd
that a "partly gooal program is better
than none," 7T tock a strang =tand on

g |

some thingsi, (1) I refused to deal
with gay reaidents as though belng gay
wae a slcknessy (2) T gave seminars
attacking the use of psychlatric digg=
nozee

away the epidemic of heroin,
weekly groups we discussed the
strenzths of collective leadership

(eharacter discrders) to explain
In two

(doing things together) and the bad

effects of the logos system on the
sergeants and the privates,
the older residents hated promotions
which forced them to treat their
friends in a hostlle way,

Many of

Nevertheless I went along wlth

the Logos program in many ways, I
did not confront the destructiveness

of Loges fully, This weakness was
caused by my prejudice toward addiets,
I gaw unreal similarities between
ex-addicta, One ex-addict's leader-
ship had the same value to me &5 any
other ex=addiets' leadership. T did
not understand class differences be-
tween addicts, As time went on, the
resldents taught me about the reality
of drug addiction, According to the
crazy mediral system T was supposed to
“gure" them, but actvally they "cured"

me

. @os 13 just 1Tke the oopressive
outside world, The encounter group
system suppresges feelinss just as
surely as heroin does, Those on top
grab for faney clnthes And ecars, The
only way to get ahead is to be more
ageressive than the other guy, Women
aAre anpressed by job diserimimation
and br smecial encounter groups which
digsenss thaiy sexmal performance,

Busipessmen's values are pushed on the

residenta, In a group of older resl-
dents, most thought they would be able

to start a small huslness when they
left Logos,

People who leave Logos "without
our good graces" become taboo, No one
in the house can mention their names,
Socletr's myth that once an addict
always an addict is used to pubt down
residents' criticism of staff and to
blacklist penple who leave ahead of
schedule, In two yeaArs no one was
given permission to leave,

The peonle in Logos, for the most
mart, love sach other warmly, Logos--
the organization, the director's plan,
and the Synanon tradition--is an enemy
af the people,

Small scale protest occured in
Logoe before December 1970, A women's
movement made tiny galns before thelr
meetinzgas were banned, Black groups
and Puerto Rican groups were resented
by the staff and never allowed to con-
front the obvious racism in the house,
The hizh dry use of lower level staff
personnel was explained away as imdivi
dual fallures,

The risks of leaving or being ex-
pelled are great, Many residents are
paroled to Logsos and could return to
prison if a bad report 1s sent in,
Most residents have no non-agdict
friends or relatives who could help
them, Thay all have little hope of
getting a straight job, Logos' poliey
of blacklisting "splitees" from the
welfare rolls amd jobs 1n the drus
field drives the final nmail into the
coffin, Because of Logos' repression,
the myth of always an addict becomes
a reality,

When Logos bought & yesart hotel
in the Catskills, the struggle between
the director and the residents reached
a crisis, The golf courses and other
useless luxuries represent all that i=s
wrong with Logos. The resort needs a
vast amount of repairs before it can
be userd, Only the cheap labor of ex-
addicts from the South Bronx could
make the half million dellar lnvest-

ment pay off, As wintor started,
residents who never received educa-
tion or job training were belns
shipped to Liberty, New York to
bulld a Logos empire, It was ugly,

The common oppression in Logos
and the great warmth built by living
together helped the residents filzht
more and more collectively, Together
they could protect themselves, A few
older residents resigned from Logos

@ public political act, Dosens
more followed, The Spirit of Logos
was established,

The Spirit of Logos has grown
steadily in the last iwelve months,
Many people, especiall women, who
had been attacked as "blank persona-
1itles" in Logos have already become
leaders in the revolutiomary group,

As the African peychiatrist
Frantz Fanon wrote, the struggle
against political oppression is the
path to mental health.

All Power to Nppressed People
Mike Smith
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INOW TAKE YOUR
{ METHADONE

BROTHER JOE IS KiND OF A Raery. HE 'S THE ONLY PERSON WOE
FNOLW) WHO WAS FORLEYULLY ENSLAVED 15 METHADONE, AND

1S NOW ORUG PREE. HE HAS REALLY BeeN GIWVEN A

BUL)-

SALT Run ARUND —HIS OWN Yiews ORe (W THIS ARTICLE.

. IN 1967 I caught hepatitis, Al

Lthe sate time T also had a_habit onp

G heroin, but due to the hepatitis I
couldn't stand the sight of a bag of
dope much less shoot it, Everytime
T stuck the neeflle in my arm I would
vomit untll my stomach hurt so bad
that T felt as though I had been
stabbed. I told a doctar what I was
goinz through and he zave me a pro-
aeription for 100 dolophine pills
(methadone in pill form), I kicked
the heroln hablt anmd no longzer had a
craving for it, because now I had a
methadone hablt Instead, At the end
of a six month period T was taking
10 dolophlnes a day(10 milligrams per
pill), (To zive the reader an idea
of the addictive powers of methadone,
I will use the followlng 1llustratien,
An addliet who is going through the
peak of withdrawal from heroin will
be given 60 milligrams a day or less
in order to block the pains of with-
drawal, 180 milligrams of methadone
a day could be compared to shootlng
50, 75 or more bage of heroin depen-
ding on weisght and quality,)

ADDILTED
BRoTHERS AND
svevess (|14

I was selling dolophines and ,
trading them for goof balls (barbi-
turatea} or snced, Then one day I
got busted am went to jail, I was
sent to Rikers Tsland hospital to
klex The doctors wouldn't cive me
anpy methadons to kick with, because
I was not enrolled in an official eity
program, According to the rules I
- eouldn®t prove I had a mecthadone
habit., T was so sick anmd my boly
hurt so bedly that I thourht I was
goine to die., The doctors all
thought I was saming on them just to
get high,

.

L

After about 30 day= T got balled
put and wont right back to horein
agaln--mainly because I was still
sick from withdrawing from methadone.
After about 2 yvear I got busted again
and kicked the heroin habit in jail,
While in jnil T deeided to try to do
something about my addietion to drugs.
I went to a therapeutlic community
called Phoenix House and was affili-
ated with them for about 16 mouths.

When in time the staffl at
Fhoenix House discovered that I was
a good driver and had other mechani-
eal skills, they related to me more
as a tool than a human being, I was
workinz so much that T didn't atterd
any encounter groups (therapy) for
over ¥ months, I lost faith in the
enpire building plans of Phoenix House
apd myself, and I bogan shooting dope
in the program, I was copping +
bundles (15 bags) and bringinz them
back into the program, Eventually T
found out I waan't the only one get=
ting high there, I shared my dope
Somns

with people when 1 found out,
people aplit from the program;

- ¥ Py

/
others stayed, After about 5 more
months, more than half the people in
the prosram were getting high, Hvery-
body kept this fect secret,

One day one of the girls who had
split came beck & months later and re-
ported that I was nushing dope in the
therapeutic community, The staff re=
fused to belleve her, The staff was
reluctant to believe her because T
wWas doing private work for them in
their personal home apd they didn't
wenl tn blow the free l1labor,. But the
staff wanted to know why she was lying
about me, T told them that last Christ

mas 1 caught her and a male resident
in a staff office about 2 o'clock in
the morning, GShe was performines falla-
tio on him (this was true), So the
staff wanted me to be punished for
holding on to guilt and not telling
anyboly earlier,

I left and of the B0 people who
were there while 1 was only 15 stayed,
30 days after I split , I got
busted agaln for a robbery, 1 didn't
want to go through the horrors of jail
again so I asked to be put in the NACC

(Rockefeller drus progmam), At the
time the NACC was being phased out,
because thelr funds had been sharply
cut, So the judge sentenced me to 5§
Years probation on the grounds that I
stay on a methadone maintenance pro-
Rram,

It was my only cholce, After I
got strung out on methadone for about
7 months, T got busted again ard had
to kick the methadone hablt in jall,
1 was detoxified in 21 days, which
wasn't long enough, T was still sick
for about 60 days after they cut my
methadone completely, I wasn't able
to sleep properly for much longer,

Unce T beman using heroln I had
no real choice where I could go. I
could (1) be a work slave in a thera-
peutic community for years, (2) be
forced to mo to jall under the poli-
ceman®s gun, or (3) have my every
movement for the rest of my life con-
Lrolled by a weapon more powerful
than a gun--methadone maintenance,

I new realize that it iz because
I have been a worker and am from a
working class family that my choleces
wera always limited and controlled by
this society.

White Lightning has now offered
me control of myself and another
choice==the power of the people!

JOE KOPLHIK

THE -
REAL f
ENEMY

own enemy, they hsve been separated from
themselves—religion (Catholics, Jews, etc.)
race—(Irish, Italian, Germans, ete.) and
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The following is a description eof tﬁk life you lead (sorry the
| 1ife that is led for g:u) in & Therspeutic Community.
pea the oppression, t

'

| White, women or men.

better than the others. (Racism—Itallans are better
than Germans, Catholics are better than Jaws, whits
I= bettor thon biack. )

But, to think one group Is beiter is ooly Iln our
minds, pul there by the rich. In reality, il you are
poor and oppressed, then that's what we are, und ss
long s the conditions exist for our poverty, we can
fight other oppressed peoples from now to eternity,
and we'll still remain peor and oppressed.

The rich lying politicians say they are helping poor
and upprTi with thelr “war on poverty"
progmms. But, ITE LIGHTMING which serves the
basic needs mnd desires of oppressed white people,

ugh of your “‘war on poverty” progmm ‘we
know its another lie to keep us poor, so we are
declaring a “war on the rich” program and because
wo rocognize the true enemy, We recognizo thal
oppressed white peaple have been fooled long
enough. We say thnt we have had enough poverty,
and that we are about setting things straight, We scca
Iot of fellow poor and oppressed white people, hung
up within thelr own culture, race or religion and this
has been used to , confuse and separate

r people. We say it Is time, to gel together, to drop
:i old idose that keep us spart; If not, we will remain
in tho same state of confusion and poveriy, and we

‘will not tolerate this any longer.

We must expose to the Peopie, all those elements
which are kesping us separated, we must draw thst
clear line of demarcation between blose that confuse
the People aud those ihat lrylng o serve the
People’s needs, not by words, but by sctive programs,

The ultimate cnoice is slways up to the People.

But, we say that the People want oul of this poverty
and oppression. We demand deesal housing, food,

clothing and modicine peeds, The People have-ne
time for those elememts which only confuse us more

and hold us back from getting out of this oppression.

S0 we say—the time is here, “war on the rich" has

been declared: so let all reactionary pecple or groups,

those that are tryving lo destroy the PFeople’s

‘programa, step aside from those progressive &

and let them be exposed to the People; let ihe People

mow about those opposed to programs that meet the

basle needs apd desires of our Penple,

WHITE LIGHTNING represents poor and oppressed
white people, from all corners of the country, We are
representatives of cur People. It s our duty to our
People to draw that clear line of demareation
batween our enemy and our friends.

Any element or group that tries to destroy or stop
programs
that are mesung the needs and desires of our Paople,
must be designated an Epemy of the People. Any
person of group that keeps our people sepamted,
confused and fighting emch other, must also be
designated an Enemy of the People; because only our

Enemies would be opposed to programs that feed,
clothe und keep our People in good health, Only our
Enemies would want us to remain poor, and exist in
housing not fit for human beings.

Our Enemies exist in our communities and out of
our communities. We must expose them all. This i
our duty = Rovolutionaries,

Lﬂ-------

You will

- exploitation and just an overall fucked
! around treatment that an addict faces when he er she enters a *T.C.
. For those of you who don't dmow a T.0, 18 & Therapeutic Community
supposedly for the rehabilitatlon of drug addicts.
role 18 to mold people into robots, traimed te‘ebey soclety's boss=
es, (the ruling class), whether these people be Black, Puerto Rican
Thie 1s done s0 that they may later be a part

The T.C.'s

and fit into the system and learn how to oppress others, by bull=
shit therapy they have lcerned, as they were aid stlll are thems
selves oppressed as ex-addlcts.

A DAY IN THE LIFE

Let's start from the beginning!

When a person enters a T.C., he

Another regson 1s that you are

i
Y |

T’}% PATICLE 1S
RoM ' AIGHT ON]

LOGOS: A COMCENTRATICN CAMP

On one hundred-eighty-fifth street and
Washington avenue in the Brunx, therv is a
therapeutic community known as Logos 2,
Thig instiiution & one of three such camps,
Logas |, 2 and 3. Logos | is located an 137
streel between Cypress and Brock avenues,

Logos 3 is located in Liberty, New York,
upstate, Logos 2, however, is where the
conditions are st severe and the oppression

is most clearly seen. This is where the white
racist pig . director Marin Weinstein rules,
Weinstein is the overall dircctor of all these
Ceniers,

I'he concentration camp aspect docs not
come in with the fact that they are poorly fed
or badly clothed because they are well fed
and clothed. However, | can't help bul
rerember the blank unemotional expressions
on the faces of" the Brothers and Sisters inside
this  ‘therapeutic community’ designed to
‘rehabilitate’ drug addicts. Instead, what they
are is a systematically planned out, 1984 type
of nightmare in which the inmates have been

stnpped of their identities ax Black and
Puarto Rican people, and of their
nersanalities.

Il had the opportunity to infiltrate this

“TC* (therapeutic community ) and to speak to
some of the Brothers and Sisters, They all
seemed like very well trmined and well
mannered zoo animals. Pig Weinstein is using

techniques developed by the Naz
psychiatrist, in their concentration canp
¢xperiments during World War 1L He has

hooked these uwp with experimental data
produced by TU.S. Army doctors on
personality control and development. The
purpose cf these experiments is to develop
away to destroy a persen’s identity and their
pride in being Black or Puerto Ricans,

A few of the techniques that® they are
using in Logos are: 1) if a person speaks out
against something, he or she will have their
head shaved to show them that they have no
right to express themselves. 2) If a person has
a strong personality and is very aware of their
identity, they will atlempt to break them
down  and  intimidate them by applying
pressure, eventually forcing them into a
nervous breakdown after which they become
passive and submit to this domination,

This program was started by Albert
Einstein Medical Ccllege. If anyone has been
reading the daily rag shects, they would know
that this is the same group of pigs that
awarded HEW pip FRichardson for his
genocidal attacks on welfare mothers ang

<k K-
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or she 1s told to slt oo what
is called "The Prospect Chair".
The prospect chalr ie Just an
ordinary chair put in the hall=-
way of the residence and it is
used for people séeking admlss=
ion or for people who they are
thinking of throwlng out of the
house. Since you don't know
what 1a happening and you want
help, you =it on the chair. You
can be made to sit there for up
to 5 hours. 4s you walt you
see people passing you by and
if you say anything to then
even & hello, you are told to

| shut up because your're not a
| part of the house yet, The
H
|

just 2o uptight and you have Né=-
where else to go. The staff kn
knows this so therefore, you are
in thelr powar, to do with you
as they please,

Finally, after a couple of hours
of sitting, someone calls to you
and tells you to pick up your
chalr and bring 1t with you into
thls room, Keep in mind that
when a person goes into a prog=
ram, he or she usually has a
heroin or barbituate habit so
during all this time he or she
is probably going through with-
drawal, Later on you learn.:
that you have to kick cold turk-
ey anyway, .
¥hen you go lnto the room all
you cgn see is a group of stran-
ge people and you have to sit
with your chalr facing them.
They ask you all sorts of quest=
jons, what's your name, where do
you live, etc, Then comes the

Plcture taken during 5,0,L.
Demonstration
children with the Brownie and work for your
checks systeme,

These same brainwashing technigues are
now being used in public schools on Black
ard Puerto Rican children. '

These Brothers and Sisters, these
cx-addicts already victime of a racist genocidal
system are no more than guinea pigs being
used to test out these techniques which the
pigs will use on all of us eventually, We, the
members of the United Fevolutionary Front
against Drugs, ask that if you know an addict
who would like to kick his habit without
taking the risk of having pigs experiment on
him, would you please refer him or her to a
peoples anti-drug program like the one being
conducted at Lincoln Hespital in the Bronx.
The telephone number to call is 26(0-5460.

When vou rob a person of the ability to
make his or her own decisiens and when you
rch them of their idertity, that person might
as well be dead. This madness that pig
Weinstein and his stalf of Black and Puerto
Rican lackeys are endorsing is mental murder:
GEMOCIDE!

reagon you have to sit and

walt so long 1s because the

staff wants to see 1f you real=
‘1; want thelr help and 1f you

do you will wait, if you don't

want their help you'll leave.

The reality is though that most

Feople g int9 a T.Cs boocaune massacre, they start calling you Of F THE “TC’
| they are involved 1n a court a baby because you use dope, and OFF THE PIG
| case that they have and the you are a mentally 111 person, ALL POWER TO THE FEQUPLE
Judge or their parole officer if your a woman you're called a BEO SIKH

LNITEE REVCLUTICMARY
AGAINST DRLCS

has parolad them to a T,C.,
leaving means golng to Jail.

whore, tramp, hole, etec, If you
are a man your called a pussy,g"_
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d ing my spirit.

] thia game.
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Feople who L haven't seen
awhile always ask me how did 1
get into this shit! The answer
to that 1s I got intorthls shit®
became political not by read-
ing but by things L had went
through in my life. | am going
o run some of them down but
they won't be in any order be-
cause my ideas are runaing
everywhere. Some of the basic
things were that L was living
in a poor third world commun=

ty and being sent to catholic
school by my moms,

In catholic school L came to
see how the deck was stacked
against me in the way 1 would
get bad marks for penmanship,
Phe reason being tgat when 1
went home A didn't have a tacle
to write on but did it on my
bouncy bved. 1t was being told
that reading comice was Dad for
your reagding grade, I waen't
"sultured" so that was all 1
read and yet A had one of the
best reading grades.

My biggest lessaon on rlasa
Ccame in ine oin grade wnere J
went into school with dreams
of good grades and impressing
people, But in less than Hwo
months 1 was hit in the face
with some reality. rhe reality
came as nuns intent on oreak-
The way it went
was almost like a comedy(bad).
My history teacher tells me
that she told my regular nun
that 1 was getting bad grades,
Cheeck this shit out"bad markse
all 90's hal )!,S¢ when A ocorr-
ected her and she eaw L wasen't
going Lo be passive,sheé runs
"Well you've been
absent alot"and folleowed that
with"anyway don't anower me
vack". 1 still wasn't complet-
ly hip to what was going down
until she kicked me out of class

for smiling. 1 couldn't get back

in until L obrought a note o1
apology from my moms. lmagine
how the note would have read.

l am sorry my son smiled, it
will never happen again., Since

1 waan't going for this shit and 1t was tThe

wasn't aovout to apologize 1 had
to apend a week sftting out in

the hall with the Jjanitor who 1
dearnt more from, After. a week

when she saw 1 wasn't giving up
1 was let back in but 1 knew it
was all over for me.

PECOMING POLITICAL:

1 ended up passing but not
peing allowed to graduate with
the clasa, diploma was mail-
ed to me, This was supposed to
be punishment and it probaly
would have been for a middle
class dude for who it was set
up for. bBut to me Wwith my poor
South Bronx background it was
beautiful, ¥ot only did 1 not
have to wear a funny looking
cap and gown also L didn't
Tava to pay the money to rent

T

Another important part of my
education has been my working
in a grocery store ever since
1l was ten years old., When L was -
fourteen 1 waa working after
school and getting paid 1.25
when the minimum was 1.60
in the pummer L began to work
full time 6days a week 9 hours

a day. My Job function was that
L was atgc cashler, dellevery

boy, and waﬂ expected to oe alao

guard., The two owners of the _
gtore also owned the whole buil-
ding. So 1 them not only fucking
ovar me put over the tenantsa.
Right from the git 1 knew what
was good for these two mother-
ers was bad forme, When 1L was

up Ifront packing L was supposed
to check for stealing but was

to busy checking out the girls
outside the store. Another thing

which was a up for me was when
ever the store was ripped off.
1 also ®ipped off whenever 1-
could since it was rightfully
mine. L also learnsd what a
liveral and conservative was.
omitty waa the conservative 'in

that he let you knew that he was

the Doss and you a shitworker.
e also let you knew that he
didn't give.a damn about you.
Spl was the liberal in that he
would talk to you about problem
like he was one of the boys.
But you oeec he was the prouvlem
because this motherfucker was
under paying me and he waen't
about %o deal with that. So

1 learned to watch out Ior the
rich liocerals.

At the time L was working 1
wag also gZoing through heavy
changes in high school. ln high
school they tried to give me
"culture" in othey words cnange
me to the values of the snob-
assed rich. 1 was made to take
art+music appreciation ip which
4 had to listen to classical
music+learn apout great art
which 1 didn't give a fuck
about. L couldn't explain why
at the time but L knew they
could never get me to like it.
They made me wear atie+suit
like the creepy rich and A
hated every moment of it,

i couldn't relate to all of
it because 44 had a culture and
culture of the poor
street. My music was
soul music and L dressed like
the peonle where I -lived. I alsc
had a way of speaking so called
slang. But the stronger culture
and reality won out so L left
tne mans school for tne peoples

and of tne

fIION T WORRY) IF THE, RE J'S A HFLL Bi',tpi’

‘EHE EHLJN@ CEASS ﬂ' EI}MNA Gﬁ

the street. The only things X
have ever learned wnich irem&
ber and value, 1 learnt in the
sitreets.

A left school at 16 and the
hippie mo ement was arocund,
and closer to nome my brother
was one, put 4 didao'{ go for
no'"do your own thing" shit be=
cause of tne things that 4 wen
through. I felt at the time and
still do that the rich didn*'%
nave tne right to do a mother-
fucking tning.

I had not read much at the time
out vegan to check out Malcom X
and the Panthers who were saying
things avout the rich which I
felt., But even better they were
moving on them. I began to make
connections and 1 saw that if it
happened to just me maybe I waa‘
stupid. Yet it was mzsses of

people and the reason they didn't

make it was because they were
poor and didn't relate to middle
class shit. They weren't atout
to let their spirits be broken.
50 I'm political because my
mother had to clean floors

6 days a week on her hands and
knees ior the greedy rich.

S0 I'm political vy the way I
was oppressed not vy some abe-
stract shit. Yes I'm rilled

with hate, RIGHTEQUS HAIE for
the rich bastards who do this

to poor people. Hatred which
moves meé foward and T kiow now
to change 1it. I won't stop and

I want a end %o the shit poor
people have to go through.

So I say, Right On to RIGHTEOUS
OFF THE RICH!!
ALL POWER, PgﬁPLﬁ

WHLTH !iGH‘
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I, WE WANT AN END TO THE USE OF NARCOTICS FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROFIT MARTING OPPRESSION
AND GENOCIDE BY CAPITALISTS,
Throughout the hisgory up to the present, oppresslve (capitalists)
governments have used drugs as a tool for pacification and extermination
of those people that are most oppressed.
Li, WE WANT AN END TO THE CONDTTIONS THAT CAISE OUR JEOPLE TO USE NARCOTICS.
The reasoms that ocur people relate to narcotics as a way of life is
bacause thare are a mumbar of realities that are hard to deal with.
Ex: Sexism, Raciam, living eonditions (clase) etec. We have baan taught
to think in such a way, that we don't sees a solutiom te our problema.
In order for our people to stop relating to narcotics, these conditions
F have to ba abolished.

ITF. WE WANT ALL NARCOTICS PROFITEERS OUT OF OQUE COMMUNITIES.

F As confused a5 we may be, we would not relate to narcotica if they
were not available to us. The pushers that profit from the narcotlcs
Eraffic are backed by the pigs.

IV. WE WANT COMMUNITY EDUCATION ON THE TRUE MATURE OF NARCOTICS ADDICTION,
tne of the ways of preventing our people from relating to narcotics
as a way of life, s for our pepople to inderdtand the purpose of nar-
cocics In our commmitles and how the system we live under directs us
towards the uae of narcoties.

V. WE WANT COMMUNITY-WORKER-PATIENT CONTHROL OF ALL WARCOTICS REHARILITATION PROGRAMS.
| Programs that are set up to deal with narcotlcs addiction, have always
been rum with the purpose of profit making and with the ideals of who-
ever ia running it. The patienty, workers, and the commmity have never had
a gay In the running of the programo, and gubeequently they do not mect

the neads of the people,

VI. WE WANT ALL NARCOTICS PROGRAMS TO TEACH THE TRUE NWATURE OF NARCOTTCS ADDICTIONS.
Programs have always related to therapy, usually based on freud, Therapy
does not deal with the probleams of Third World and Poor White people in
this society. It does not deal with the realities of narcotic addictionm..
These things must be taught in order for addicts to be able to deal with
their problems,

VII. WE WANT THE ELIMINATION OF LEGAL ADDICTIVE DRUGE AS AN ALTERNATIVE TOQ NARCOTIC

ADDICTION, EX: METHADOWE, HEROIN, ETC....
Making any drug legal to deal with the problem of narcotic addiction is only
an open way of keeping our people enslaved by the government, It is not
dealing with the problem of the individual undar tha tnfluence of such drugs.

[ VIII., WE WANT THE HUMAN BRICHTS OF ALL NARCOTIC ADDICTS AND EX-NARCOTIC ADDICTS TO
iy - RF, RESPECTEDL. S e e e :
S Narcotice addicts arm the vicrtims of this caplralisre system. 1n this soc-
iety, narcotic addicts and ex-narcotic addicts are treated like beasts,
The pige have bean brutalizing them mentally and physically.

IX. WE WANT THE IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF ALL PRISONERS BUSTED ON NARCOTICS OR HARC-
OTICS RELATED CHARGES.
The governmant doss not have the right to put narcotic addicts in con-
cantration campa for narcaociceg or for crimeg commitred Co suppurt'uar-
eotle hablts, hecause''they'are the cause of narcotis addietion.

X. WE WANT THE PIGS TO STOP USING DRUGS AS AN EXCUSE TO INVADE OUR COMMUNITIES
AND OPPRESS OUR PEOPLE WITH THE BACKING OF LAWS. EX:, THE NO-ENOCK LAW,
Ihe government has been using drugs as the reason whv there are go many policse
in our comm mitles that do not protect our pecple (pigs), why they abuse
many individuals, and why they have passed no-knock laws that are
not 'sed to arrest narcotic pushers but to invade the houses of those
p:uplt who are moving an the conditions that are ﬂpprﬂﬂﬂiﬁg our p!np1h-
XI. WE WANT SELF DETERMIMATION FOR ALL OPPRESSED PEOPLE.
The Froh],_em of narcotic addiction eannat he galvad unkil the paopla
have contrnl of their own lives in their own hands, This is only
possible under a socialists society.

fagot, etc. After about 15 minutes of this, you are told
you have to give them an investement, zive tiam something
of yourself to prove that Jou really want their help and
become a part of thelr famlly,

Jome people have to yell for help for about 5 minutes,
len heve to shave off thelr mustaches and bédards if they
have them, if you are a women you may be told that you
have to cut you halr real short short (like I had to)

and all sorts of sick things like that, d
After being mocked by these strangers, you are approachw
ed with open arms and t.c:rldl. "Welcome to our family®, What
they are really saying is "We have decided to bless you
with our help and therapy".

That was an interview,

Many people have asked what the fist symbolizes. Itisa
symbol of struggle. A symbol of struggle by the people
for the people. The fist stands for all iae people sticking Since there is so much bullshit that goes on in a T.C,
SORERRE S IAONEE UJL IRA R . I NS Sh pawm 10 and so much to write about, this article will be cont=-

the people. All power to the people. Black power to the
black pecpls, brown power tn hrown people, red power
to red pecple, yellow power to yellow people, and white
power to white people. There can't bé oné of thass with.

inued in our next 1ssue,

out all the rest. White people are not free if black people All Power
sre oot free and black people are not free if white people Rona,
are not free. Men are not free if women are not free. 50 White Lightning Sister

it's All Power to All the People!!
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