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rize

 a
t t

he
 en

d 
of

 th
e 

da
y. 

He
 

so
ug

ht 
rat

he
r t

o 
sla

p 
ba

ck
, t

ha
t i

s, 
me

etin
g 

fire
 w

ith
 fir

e.
 If

 an
yb

od
y 

2 

da
red

 to
 pu

nc
h 

M
alc

olm
, h

e 
wa

s g
oin

g 
to

 do
ub

ly 
pu

nc
h 

him
 ba

ck
. F

or
 

a 
pe

op
le 

tha
t h

ave
 fo

r 4
00

 ye
ars

 be
en

 s
ys

tem
atic

ally
 op

pre
sse

d 
an

d 
for

ce
d 

to
 su

bm
it t

o 
the

ir 
op

pre
ss

ion
 a

nd
 e

ven
 h

ad
 in

cu
lca

ted
 in

to
 

the
m

 an
 in

fer
ior

ity
 co

mp
lex

 be
cau

se
 o

f th
e 

co
lor

 o
f th

eir
 sk

in,
 to

 ha
ve

 
a m

an
 w

ho
 c

ou
ld 

sta
nd

 u
p 

be
for

e 
the

m
 a

nd
 sa

y: 
"Y

ou
 as

 a
 h

um
an

 
be

ing
 a

re
 as

 w
ort

hy
 as

 a
ny

 o
the

r h
um

an
 b

ein
g,"

 irr
es

pe
ctiv

e 
of

 th
e 

co
lor

 o
f h

is 
sk

in,
 th

e 
sha

pe
 o

f h
is 

or
 he

r n
os

e, 
or

 th
e 

len
gth

 o
f h

is 
or

 
he

r h
air

, is
 to

 m
ake

 a
 m

ajo
r s

tan
d 

tha
t p

art
s 

co
mp

an
y 

wi
th

 s
ub

-
mi

ssi
ve

ne
ss

 an
d 

ca
p-i

n-h
an

d 
str

ug
gle

. A
nd

 th
is 

is 
wh

at 
M

alc
olm

 w
as

 
ab

le 
to

 d
o.

 
W

e 
rea

dily
 id

en
tify

 w
ith

 su
ch

 a
 st

an
d 

in
 th

e 
Pa

n 
Af

ric
an

ist
 C

on
­

gre
ss.

 In
 ou

r o
wn

 cir
cu

ms
tan

ce
s, 

ou
r s

tru
gg

le 
ha

d 
to

 be
 di

vo
rce

d 
fro

m
 

the
 pa

ssi
ve

 re
sis

tan
ce

 th
at

 m
igh

t h
ave

 be
en

 w
ell

 an
d 

go
od

 fo
r G

ha
nd

i 
an

d 
the

 m
illio

ns
 o

f In
dia

ns
 fig

hti
ng

 a 
vic

ero
y 

in
 N

ew
 D

elh
i, I

nd
ia.

 B
ut 

it c
ou

ld 
ne

ve
r w

ork
 w

he
re

 w
e 

ha
ve

 a
 w

hite
 ol

iga
rch

y 
tha

t h
as

 be
en

 en
­

tre
nc

he
d 

in
 ou

r c
ou

ntr
y 

an
d 

ha
s 

red
uc

ed
 to

 fo
ur

th
 cla

ss
 cit

ize
ns

 th
e 

in­
dig

en
ou

s 
pe

op
le 

of
 ou

r c
ou

ntr
y, 

clo
sin

g 
all

 av
en

ue
s 

of
 po

litic
al

 pr
ote

st 
of

 a
 p

ea
ce

ful
 n

atu
re

 th
at

 w
ou

ld 
in

 an
y 

wa
y 

ho
ld 

ou
t t

he
 le

ga
l w

ay
 o

f 
str

ug
gle

. I
n 

eff
ec

t, 
in

 o
rde

r t
o 

de
stro

y 
the

 sy
ste

m
 o

f o
pp

res
sio

n, 
yo

u 
ha

ve
 to

 be
 ab

le 
to

 d
es

tro
y 

the
 e

dif
ice

 o
n 

wh
ich

 it
 st

an
ds

. 
Th

e 
ed

ific
e 

in
 S

ou
th 

Af
ric

a 
is 

the
 w

ho
le 

ple
tho

ra
 o

f a
pa

rth
eid

 
co

lon
ial

 la
ws

, t
he

 la
ws

 th
at

 le
gis

late
 fo

r a
n 

Af
ric

an
 to

 be
 de

priv
ed

 o
f 

an
d 

de
nie

d 
his

 on
e 

ina
lien

ab
le 

bir
thr

igh
t, 

the
 rig

ht
 o

f c
itiz

en
sh

ip 
in

 th
e 

lan
d 

of
 hi

s f
ore

fat
he

rs.
 H

e 
is 

ca
rte

d 
off

 in
to

 sl
av

e 
ca

mp
s, 

res
erv

es
, 

lab
or

 re
se

vo
irs,

 th
e 

so
-ca

lled
 "H

om
ela

nd
s,"

 an
d 

as
ke

d 
to

 re
ma

in 
the

re
 u

nti
l m

on
op

oly
 c

ap
ita

l re
qu

ires
 his

 se
rvic

es
 in

 th
e 

res
t o

f t
he

 
co

un
try

, th
e 

wh
ite-

de
cla

red
 a

rea
s w

he
re

 so
me

 8
7%

 of
 th

e 
mi

ne
rals

 
res

t, 
wh

ere
 a

ll o
f th

e 
ind

us
trie

s 
res

t, 
wh

ere
 a

ll o
f th

e 
se

ap
orts

 ar
e, 

an
d 

wh
ere

 a
ll o

f th
e 

air
po

rts
 ar

e. 
An

d 
wh

en
 th

os
e 

se
rvic

es
 co

me
 up

 fo
r b

e­
ing

 re
qu

ire
d,

 h
e, 

as
 th

e 
bre

ad
win

ne
r o

f th
e 

fam
ily,

 m
ay

 n
ot

 b
rin

g 
his

 
spo

use
 w

ith
 hi

m
 to

 co
ha

bita
te

 in
 th

e 
no

rm
al 

fas
hio

n 
tha

t h
as

 be
en

 ac
­

ce
pte

d 
the

 w
orl

d 
ov

er.
 H

e 
ha

s 
to

 sh
are

 lit
tle

 b
arr

ac
ks

 th
at

 ar
e 

ca
lled

 
all-

m
ale

 ho
ste

ls 
wh

ere
 he

 sle
ep

s 
on

 a
 co

nc
ret

e 
bu

nk
er,

 w
he

re
 he

 ha
s 

no
 

pro
pe

r s
an

ita
tio

n 
or

 lig
hti

ng
, a

nd
 in

 fa
ct 

the
 w

ho
le 

se
t-u

p 
is 

de
sig

ne
d 

to
 h

um
ilia

te
 h

im
 m

en
tall

y 
an

d 
de

stro
y 

him
 p

hy
sic

ally
. T

he
 w

ork
 th

at
 

he
 do

es
 is

 la
rge

ly 
be

low
 g

rou
nd

, w
he

re
 fo

r u
p 

to
 12

 h
ou

rs 
a 

da
y, 

he
 

rem
ov

es
 fro

m
 th

e 
bo

we
ls 

of
 hi

s 
ow

n 
ea

rth
 th

e 
we

alth
 o

f h
is 

ow
n 

co
un

­
try

, h
is 

na
tur

al 
inh

eri
tan

ce
, b

rin
gin

g 
it 

to
 th

e 
su

rfa
ce

 so
 th

at
 th

e 
blo

od
su

ck
ers

 o
f in

ter
na

tio
na

l m
on

op
oly

 ca
pit

al 
ma

y 
be

 a
ble

 to
 h

eis
t 

thi
s 

we
alth

 an
d 

sen
d 

it 
to

 th
e 

mo
ne

y 
ma

rke
ts 

of
 Lo

nd
on

, o
f N

ew
 

Yo
rk,

 of
 P

ari
s, 

an
d 

of
 B

on
n. 

Th
at 

is 
a 

stru
gg

le 
tha

t c
ou

ld 
ne

ve
r b

e 
fou

gh
t to

 its
 su

cce
ssf

ul 
co

n-

3 



elu
sio

n 
by

 ap
pe

alin
g 

to
 th

e 
Ch

ris
tia

n 
co

ns
cie

nc
e 

of
 o

ur
 w

hite
 o

p­
pre

ss
ors

. I
t re

qu
ire

d 
for

 th
e 

Af
ric

an
 to

 st
an

d 
up

 fo
r h

is 
rig

hts
, t

o 
sei

ze
 

ba
ck

 th
e 

lan
d 

tha
t h

as
 be

en
 po

sse
sse

d 
of

 hi
m

, t
o 

se
ize

 ba
ck

 th
e 

me
an

s 
of

 pr
od

uc
tion

 th
at

 ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
cre

ate
d 

thr
ou

gh
 h

is 
blo

od
, l

ab
or

 a
nd

 
sw

ea
t, a

nd
 to

 en
su

re
 th

at
 th

e 
fru

its
 o

f th
e 

vic
tor

y 
of

 th
e 

res
tor

ati
on

 o
f 

the
 n

atu
ral

 re
so

urc
es

 ca
n 

be
 d

istr
ibu

ted
 eq

uita
bly

 am
on

g 
tho

se
 pe

op
le 

wh
o 

lab
or

 to
 cr

ea
te 

it 
ap

len
ty.

 
Oc

ca
sio

ns
 su

ch
 as

 th
is 

are
 us

efu
l o

nly
 if

 w
e 

wi
ll t

he
n 

dra
w

 les
so

ns
 

fro
m

 m
en

 lik
e 

M
alc

olm
 X

 an
d 

ou
r o

wn
 la

te
 pr

es
ide

nt,
 M

an
ga

liso
 

So
bu

kw
e, 

wh
ose

 de
ath

 w
e 

co
mm

em
ora

te 
ne

xt 
M

on
da

y. 
Th

ey
 ga

ve
 us

 
the

 id
ea

 th
at

 th
e 

Af
ric

an
 pe

op
le 

mu
st 

sta
nd

 up
 as

 on
e 

in
 o

ur
 co

un
try

; 
tha

t th
e 

Af
ric

an
 pe

op
le 

mu
st 

fig
ht

 no
t o

nly
 to

 re
mo

ve
 th

e 
ins

ult
ing

 
dis

cri
m

ina
tor

y 
sig

ns
 o

f a
pa

rth
eid

, b
ut

 fig
ht

 to
 se

ize
 p

oli
tic

al
 po

we
r i

n 
ou

r c
ou

ntr
y; 

tha
t o

ur
 pe

op
le 

mu
st 

fig
ht

 no
t m

ere
ly 

for
 be

tte
r w

age
s 

an
d 

be
tter

 sa
lar

ies
, b

ut
 fig

ht
 to

 en
su

re
 th

at
 w

e 
es

tab
lish

 an
 eg

alit
ari

an
 

sys
tem

 in
 o

ur
 co

un
try

. O
n 

M
arc

h 
21

, 1
96

0 
at 

Sh
arp

es
ville

 an
d 

Ila
ng

a,
 

we
 m

ad
e 

a 
sta

nd
, w

e 
m

ob
ilize

d 
ou

r p
eo

ple
 an

d 
we

 la
un

ch
ed

 a
 p

os
itiv

e 
ac

tion
 ca

mp
aig

n 
wh

ich
 co

mp
elle

d 
the

 w
orl

d 
an

d 
the

 ap
art

he
id 

reg
im

e 
its

elf
 to

 ta
ke

 no
te

 o
f th

e 
de

ter
m

ina
tion

 o
f o

ur
 pe

op
le 

to
 fig

ht
 fo

r t
he

ir 
lib

er
ati

on
. 

Ha
vin

g 
ac

co
mp

lish
ed

 th
at,

 M
an

ga
liso

 S
ob

uk
we

 an
d 

his
 m

ov
em

en
t, 

the
 P

an
 A

fric
an

ist
 C

on
gre

ss,
 p

ron
ou

nc
ed

 a
 tu

rni
ng

 p
oin

t i
n 

the
 

his
tor

y 
of

 ou
r s

tru
gg

le,
 in

 fa
ct 

dre
w

 up
 th

e 
ba

ttle
line

s. 
In

 th
e 

are
na

 o
f 

So
uth

 A
fric

an
 p

oli
tic

s,
 as

 S
ob

uk
we

 sa
id,

 th
ere

 ar
e 

on
ly 

tw
o 

co
n-

tes
tor

s, 
the

 op
pre

sso
r a

nd
 th

e 
op

pre
sse

d. 
Th

ere
 ca

n 
be

 no
 m

idd
le 

lin
e,

 
the

re
 ca

n 
be

 no
 m

idd
le 

rou
te.

 S
o 

tha
t e

ven
 am

on
gs

t th
os

e 
wh

o 
are

 in
­

tel
lec

tua
l c

on
ve

rts
 to

 o
ur

 st
rug

gle
 (a

nd
 w

e 
say

 in
tel

lec
tua

l c
on

ve
rts

 to
 

ou
r s

tru
gg

le 
be

cau
se

 th
ey

 co
ntin

ue
 to

 ex
plo

it t
he

 c
olo

r o
f th

eir
 sk

in 
an

d 
de

rive
 fro

m
 ap

art
he

id 
all

 of
 th

e 
be

ne
fits

 th
at

 ap
art

he
id 

ap
po

rtio
ns

 
for

 w
hite

 pe
op

le 
ex

clu
siv

ely
, t

o 
the

 to
tal

 n
eg

atio
n 

of
 th

e 
Af

ric
an

 pe
o­

ple
), 

tho
se

 w
ho

 ar
e 

so
 co

nv
inc

ed
 m

us
t th

em
se

lve
s j

oin
 th

e 
op

pre
sse

d 
in

 
a 

livi
ng

 w
ay

, t
ha

t is
 m

ake
 th

e 
sa

crif
ice

s 
tha

t w
e 

ma
ke

 or
 ar

e 
pre

pa
red

 
to

 m
ak

e. 
An

d 
M

alc
olm

, t
o 

the
 sp

ec
ific

ati
on

 o
f t

he
 U

nite
d 

Sta
tes

 of
 

Am
eri

ca
, w

as
 sp

ea
kin

g 
up

 fo
r B

lac
k 

pe
op

le 
in

 a
 si

m
ilar

 ve
in.

 H
e 

wa
s 

tal
kin

g 
ab

ou
t B

lac
k 

pe
op

le 
co

ntr
olli

ng
 th

os
e 

po
litic

al
 in

stit
uti

on
s 

tha
t 

ha
ve

 to
 do

 w
ith

 th
eir

 da
ily

 lif
e.

 H
e 

wa
s 

sa
yin

g, 
as

 a 
m

atte
r o

f fa
ct,

 th
at

 
we

 ca
n 

run
 th

es
e 

sc
ho

ols
, w

e 
ca

n 
run

 th
es

e 
un

ive
rsi

tie
s, 

we
 ca

n 
run

 
the

se
 co

un
cils

, w
e 

ca
n 

run
 th

es
e 

leg
isla

tur
es

, a
nd

 w
e 

ca
n 

sen
d 

to
 C

on
­

gre
ss,

 if
 ne

ed
 be

, p
eo

ple
 th

at
 ar

e 
ca

pa
ble

 o
f a

rtic
ula

tin
g 

the
 si

tua
tio

n 
of

 ou
r u

ne
m

plo
ym

en
t, 

the
 s

itu
ati

on
 o

f o
ur

 p
oo

r h
ea

lth
 se

rvic
es

, t
he

 
situ

ati
on

 o
f o

ur
 o

ve
ral

l d
en

igr
atio

n 
as

 B
lac

k 
pe

op
le 

in
 th

is 
pa

rt 
of

 th
e 

4 

wo
rld

. Ye
ste

rda
y 

I a
tten

de
d 

in
 B

roo
kly

n 
a c

om
me

mo
rati

on
 s

erv
ice

 to
 

M
alc

olm
 at

 w
hic

h 
his

 gr
ea

t a
nd

 de
ar

 an
d 

lov
ing

 w
ife

, D
r. 

Be
tty

 
Sh

ab
az

z, 
wa

s 
pre

se
nt.

 N
ow

 I'v
e 

sh
are

d 
ma

ny
 p

latf
orm

s w
ith

 S
iste

r 
Be

tty
 an

d 
she

 ha
s 

a p
ers

on
al 

pro
fou

nd
 h

um
ility

, m
os

t u
na

ssu
mi

ng
, 

ve
ry 

se
lf-e

ffa
cin

g,
 an

d 
is 

ne
ve

r o
ste

nta
cio

us
 in

 an
y 

wa
y 

or
 fo

rm
. T

ha
t 

is 
wh

y 
we

 d
on

't f
ind

 he
r t

o 
be

 th
e 

toa
st 

of
 th

e 
me

dia
 in

 th
is 

co
un

try—
 

be
cau

se
 sh

e 
hu

mb
les

 he
rse

lf in
 fro

nt
 o

f th
e 

pe
op

le 
an

d 
ser

ves
 th

em
 th

e 
be

st 
wa

y 
she

 ca
n. 

Bu
t I'

ve
 ne

ve
r s

een
 h

er
 so

 b
roa

d 
in

 s
m

ile,
 so

 e
n­

thu
sia

stic
 in

 a
pp

lau
se

, s
o 

inv
olv

ed
 in

 a
 m

ee
ting

, i
n 

ex
pre

ssi
on

s 
tha

t 
we

re
 co

mi
ng

 o
ut

 o
f t

ha
t m

ee
ting

. 
W

ha
t c

am
e 

ou
t w

as
 re

ally
 br

ou
gh

t o
ut

 b
y 

tw
o 

ve
ry 

im
ma

cu
late

 
Bla

ck
 sp

ea
ke

rs.
 O

ne
 w

as
 G

il N
ob

le,
 w

ho
 in

 N
ew

 Y
ork

 is
 a

 ne
ws

rea
de

r 
on

 A
BC

 bu
t a

lso
 do

es
 a

 sp
ec

ial
 pr

og
ram

 of
 his

 ow
n 

ca
lled

 B
lac

k N
ew

s. 
We

 ha
d 

co
m

pile
d 

wi
th

 ve
ry 

gre
at 

dif
fic

ult
y,

 an
d 

I h
ap

pe
n 

to
 kn

ow
 th

is 
be

cau
se

 G
il a

nd
 I 

are
 cl

os
e, 

a p
or

tra
it o

f M
alc

olm
 co

ve
ring

 h
is 

ve
ry 

ea
rly

 b
eg

inn
ing

s, 
his

 w
ork

 in
 th

e 
stre

ets
 o

f H
arl

em
, a

cro
ss

 th
e 

co
un

­
try

, e
ven

 hi
s 

hig
h 

int
elle

ctu
al 

pre
se

nta
tion

 be
for

e 
the

 O
xfo

rd
 U

nio
n 

in
 

En
gla

nd
, h

is 
vis

its
 to

 th
e 

U.
N.

 an
d 

his
 pr

es
en

tati
on

s 
the

re
 o

f p
eti

tio
ns

 
pe

rta
inin

g 
to

 th
e 

de
pri

va
tion

 o
f h

um
an

 rig
hts

 o
f B

lac
k p

eo
ple

 in
 th

is 
co

un
try

. G
il b

rou
gh

t o
ut

 a
 sim

ple
 m

ess
ag

e. 
He

 sa
id 

tha
t jo

ini
ng

 A
BC

 
he

 c
ou

ld 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

ma
ny

 th
ing

s 
bu

t h
e 

cho
se

 to
 be

 th
e 

thin
g 

tha
t 

M
alc

olm
 w

ou
ld 

ha
ve

 e
xp

ec
ted

 h
im

 to
 be

, th
at

 B
lac

k 
pe

op
le 

in
 th

is 
co

un
try

 w
ou

ld 
ex

pe
ct 

him
 to

 be
. H

e 
sa

id 
tha

t h
e 

wo
uld

 co
ntin

ue
 to

 be
 

su
bje

ctiv
e 

as
 a

 jo
urn

alis
t o

n 
AB

C 
as

 lo
ng

 as
 w

hite
 jo

urn
alis

ts 
are

 su
b­

jec
tive

 to
wa

rds
 th

eir
 o

wn
, a

nd
 th

at
 he

 ha
d 

no
 a

po
log

ies
 to

 m
ake

 fo
r 

tha
t. 

An
d 

tha
t i

s 
wh

y 
he

 pr
es

en
ts 

the
 st

rug
gle

 o
f B

lac
k 

pe
op

le 
in

 th
is 

co
un

try
 fro

m
 a

 su
bje

ctiv
e 

po
int

 o
f v

iew
—

be
cau

se
 he

 is
 a

 di
rec

t v
icti

m
 

an
d 

tha
t h

e 
wo

uld
 lik

e 
to

 liv
e 

up
 to

 th
e 

im
ag

e 
wh

ich
 hi

s 
pe

op
le 

ex
pe

ct 
of

 h
im

. 
Th

e 
oth

er
 sp

ea
ke

r w
as

 R
ev

ere
nd

 D
au

gh
try

. R
ev

ere
nd

 D
au

gh
try

 is
 

ch
airm

an
 o

f th
e 

Bla
ck

 U
nite

d 
Fr

on
t in

 th
e 

Br
oo

kly
n 

are
a. 

It 
is 

a 
ve

ry 
im

po
rta

nt
 m

ov
em

en
t, i

t's
 a

 gr
ow

ing
 m

ov
em

en
t, i

t's
 as

su
mi

ng
 ve

ry 
im

­
po

rta
nt

 sig
nifi

ca
nc

e 
in

 th
at

 ar
ea

. I
t th

ink
 its

 gr
ow

th
 ow

es
 its

elf
 to

 w
ha

t 
ha

s 
be

en
 a

 ve
ry 

he
av

ily 
ex

plo
ited

 te
rm

 b
ut

 is
 be

ing
 a

pp
lied

 in
 th

is 
in­

sta
nc

e 
in

 a
 ve

ry 
cre

ativ
e 

wa
y—

to 
the

 B
lac

k n
atio

na
lism

 o
f D

au
gh

try
 

an
d 

his
 co

llab
ora

tor
s. 

Th
ey

 sp
ea

k 
a 

ve
ry 

rev
olu

tion
ary

 la
ng

ua
ge

 b
ut

 
Da

ug
htr

y 
m

ain
tain

s t
ha

t r
ev

olu
tion

ary
 lan

gu
ag

e 
tha

t is
 no

t a
cco

m­
pa

nie
d 

by
 re

vo
luti

on
ary

 a
ctio

n 
is 

me
an

ing
les

s. 
Bu

t fo
r s

uc
h 

rev
olu

­
tio

na
ry

 a
ctio

n,
 B

lac
k p

eo
ple

 in
 th

is 
pa

rt 
of

 th
e 

wo
rld

 ha
ve

 to
 u

nd
er­

sta
nd

 th
e 

co
nc

ret
e 

co
nd

itio
ns

 th
at

 th
ey

 ar
e 

livi
ng

 u
nd

er.
 A

nd
 h

av
ing

 
un

de
rsto

od
 th

os
e 

co
nc

ret
e 

co
nd

itio
ns

, th
ey

 m
us

t o
rga

niz
e 

am
on

g 
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the
ms

elv
es

 to
 se

ize
 th

os
e 

po
litic

al
 in

stit
uti

on
s 

tha
t a

re
 w

ith
in

 th
eir

 
gra

sp
 to

 th
e 

ma
xim

um
, t

o 
se

ize
 th

at
 a

bil
ity

 to
 ha

ve
 a

 sa
y-s

o 
wi

thi
n 

the
 

sys
tem

 to
 th

e 
ex

ten
t p

os
sib

le 
so

 th
ey

 ca
n 

be
gin

 to
 ap

pro
ac

h 
the

 go
als

 
tha

t th
ey

 th
ink

 as
 A

fric
an

-A
m

eri
ca

ns
 w

ith
in

 th
is 

co
un

try
 th

ey
 ca

n 
at­

tai
n.

 M
alc

olm
's 

wi
fe

 b
ea

me
d, 

be
cau

se
 fo

r h
is 

ba
sis

, D
au

gh
try

 w
en

t 
ba

ck
 to

 th
e 

ba
sic

 do
cu

me
nts

 of
 M

alc
olm

's 
Or

ga
niz

atio
n 

of
 A

fro
-

Am
eri

ca
n 

un
ity

 a
nd

 a
rtic

ula
ted

 it
s 

aim
s 

an
d 

ob
jec

tive
s. 

An
d 

the
se

 aim
s 

an
d 

ob
jec

tive
s 

ad
dre

sse
d 

the
ms

elv
es

 to
 m

ore
 th

an
 

pu
nc

hin
g 

the
 ai

r w
ith

 ou
r c

len
ch

ed
 fis

ts.
 T

he
y 

ad
dre

sse
d 

the
ms

elv
es

 to
 

the
 in

stit
uti

on
s 

tha
t a

re
 re

sp
on

sib
le 

for
 o

ui
 op

pre
ss

ion
 a

nd
 to

 o
ve

r­
co

m
ing

 th
em

 so
 as

 to
 cr

ea
te 

be
tte

r i
ns

titu
tio

ns
 th

at
 w

ill 
se

rve
 ou

r p
eo

­
ple

. I
t i

s 
a 

m
atte

r o
f d

om
es

tic 
po

litic
s 

so
 I 

thi
nk

 it
 is

 m
ore

 fo
r 

Am
eric

an
 re

vo
luti

on
ari

es
 to

 ad
dre

ss
 th

em
se

lve
s t

o 
tho

se
 g

uid
elin

es
 

an
d 

see
 ho

w
 th

ey
 ca

n 
uti

lize
 th

em
 be

st.
 B

ut
 I 

do
 sa

y 
tha

t i
t w

as
 

so
me

thin
g 

tha
t m

ad
e 

the
 w

ido
w

 o
f M

alc
olm

 fe
el 

ve
ry 

en
thu

sia
stic

 du
r­

ing
 th

at
 o

cc
as

ion
. 

No
bo

dy
 ca

n 
fa

il t
o 

rec
og

niz
e 

tha
t th

ere
 is

 at
 th

is 
pre

se
nt 

tim
e 

a 
de

art
h 

in
 st

rug
gle

 on
 b

oth
 sid

es
 o

f th
e 

co
lor

 lin
e 

of
 th

e 
Un

ited
 S

tate
s 

of
 A

me
rica

. T
he

 A
me

rica
n 

rev
olu

tio
n 

is 
in

 se
arc

h, 
ma

ybe
 n

ot
 of

 a
 

dir
ec

tio
n,

 b
ut

 o
f a

 la
un

ch
ing

 p
ad

 a
nd

 it
's 

rea
lly

 up
 to

 A
me

rica
ns

 to
 

pro
vid

e 
tha

t la
un

ch
ing

 p
ad

. I
 th

ink
 th

at
 du

rin
g 

thi
s p

eri
od

 th
ere

 ar
e 

ma
ny

 lik
e 

Da
ug

htr
y 

wh
o 

are
 b

eg
inn

ing
 to

 re
co

gn
ize

 th
at

 th
e 

sys
tem

 
tha

t o
pp

res
ses

 us
 is

 a
 sy

ste
m

 th
at

 is
 hi

gh
ly 

org
an

ize
d,

 a
nd

 th
at

 to
 be

 
ab

le 
to

 o
ve

rth
row

 th
at

 sy
ste

m
 a

nd
 b

rin
g 

ab
ou

t o
ne

 th
at

 w
ill 

se
rve

 us
 

we
 n

ee
d 

a s
up

eri
or

 or
ga

niz
ati

on
. I

n 
ess

enc
e 

it 
is 

pe
op

le 
wh

o 
ma

ke
 

his
tor

y, 
no

t t
hin

gs
. I

f th
ing

s 
we

re
 ab

le 
to

 co
ntr

ol
 h

ist
ory

, t
he

 S
ha

h 
of

 
Ira

n 
wo

uld
 no

t b
e 

a r
efu

ge
e 

in
 M

oro
cc

o 
tod

ay
. T

he
 su

pe
rio

r o
rga

niz
a­

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
rev

olu
tio

na
ry

 fo
rce

s 
in

 Ira
n 

ma
de

 it
 po

ss
ible

 fo
r t

he
 pe

op
le 

of
 Ira

n 
to

 de
mo

ns
tra

te 
tha

t F
-l 1

1 
's,

 Sh
erm

an
 ta

nk
s, 

so
ph

istic
ate

d 
spy

 
eq

uip
m

en
t, 

all
 of

 th
at

 is
 a 

pa
pe

r t
ige

r in
 th

e 
fac

e 
of

 a 
pe

op
le 

un
ited

 
an

d 
de

ter
m

ine
d 

to
 w

ag
e 

str
ug

gle
 a

ga
ins

t a
ny

 en
em

y, 
no

 m
atte

r h
ow

 
po

we
rfu

l. 
W

e 
ou

rse
lve

s 
in

 th
e 

Az
an

ian
 n

ati
on

al 
libe

ra
tio

n 
str

ug
gle

 ha
ve

 le
arn

­
ed

 so
me

 o
f th

es
e 

les
so

ns
 in

 a
 ve

ry 
pa

inf
ul

 w
ay

. I
 ha

ve
 re

fer
red

 to
 th

e 
en

tra
nc

e 
of

 th
e 

Pa
n-A

fric
an

ist
 C

on
gre

ss
 in

to
 th

e 
na

tio
na

l li
be

rat
ion

 
str

ug
gle

, t
o 

the
 gr

ea
t v

icto
ry

 th
at

 w
e 

sco
red

 at
 th

e 
tim

e 
of

 S
ha

rpe
sv

ille
. 

Th
at 

vic
tor

y 
wa

s 
foll

ow
ed

 by
 a

 pe
rio

d 
of

 fie
rce

 de
ter

m
ina

tion
 to

 w
age

 
arm

ed
 st

rug
gle

 fo
r th

e 
firs

t ti
m

e 
sin

ce
 ou

r f
ore

fat
he

rs
 w

ere
 co

nq
ue

red
 

by
 A

ng
lo-

Du
tch

 se
ttle

r c
olo

nia
lism

. I
n 

fac
t, 

thi
s 

ye
ar,

 1
97

9, 
we

 
ce

leb
rat

e 
the

 fir
st

 ce
nte

nn
ial

 of
 th

e 
las

t g
rea

t v
icto

ry
 of

 ou
r f

ore
fat

he
rs

 
ag

ain
st 

Br
itis

h 
im

pe
ria

lism
, w

he
n 

the
 ar

me
d 

for
ce

s 
of

 K
ing

 C
ets

hw
ay

o 
de

fea
ted

 B
ritis

h 
div

isio
ns

, i
nfl

ict
ing

 in
 th

is 
co

ntin
en

t A
fric

a 
the

 fir
st

 

6 

de
fea

t o
f i

ts
 k

ind
 on

 B
ritis

h 
im

pe
ria

lism
 so

uth
 of

 S
ah

ara
. S

inc
e 

the
n 

we
 ha

d 
a 

lea
de

rsh
ip 

tha
t w

as
 ca

ptu
red

 by
 th

e 
mi

ss
ion

ary
 fo

rce
s, 

tau
gh

t in
 th

e 
Ch

ris
tia

n 
wa

ys,
 a

nd
 g

uid
ed

 in
to

 b
elie

vin
g 

tha
t b

y 
pe

ti­
tio

nin
g 

an
d 

me
rely

 de
m

on
stra

ting
 ag

ain
st 

the
 co

lon
iali

sts
, w

e 
m

igh
t b

e 
ab

le 
to

 p
ric

k 
the

 C
hri

stia
n 

co
ns

cie
nc

e 
of

 ou
r o

pp
res

so
rs.

 
In

 19
60

, M
an

ga
liso

 S
ob

uk
we

, t
he

 p
res

ide
nt

 o
f P

AC
, s

aid
 th

is 
wa

s 
no

t p
os

sib
le.

 W
e 

are
 o

ur
 ow

n 
libe

rat
ors

. T
he

re
 is

 n
o 

wa
y, 

an
yw

ay
 in

 
his

tor
y, 

tha
t a

 pi
rat

e 
wi

ll e
ver

 su
rre

nd
er

 th
e 

pri
vile

ge
s 

of
 po

we
r a

nd
 a

ll 
tha

t g
oe

s 
wi

th
 it,

 th
rou

gh
 pe

ac
efu

l m
ea

ns
. Y

ou
 ha

ve
 to

 fo
rce

 th
at

 
tyr

an
ny

 to
 co

me
 do

wn
 to

 its
 kn

ee
s. 

W
he

n 
we

 w
en

t in
to

 th
e 

po
siti

ve
 ac

­
tio

n 
ca

mp
aig

n, 
the

 w
ho

le 
wo

rld
 ca

me
 to

 re
co

gn
ize

 th
e 

his
tor

ica
l 

ma
rch

 o
f o

ur
 pe

op
le 

to
 fre

ed
om

 an
d 

ind
ep

en
de

nc
e. 

Bu
t a

n 
en

em
y 

of
 

So
uth

 A
fric

a's
 ty

ran
nic

al 
pre

ten
tion

s 
is 

no
t l

ike
ly 

to
 gi

ve
 in

 to
 si

m
ply

 
on

e 
ca

mp
aig

n. 
Ind

ee
d 

the
 a

pa
rth

eid
 re

gim
e 

ra
llie

d 
an

d 
intr

od
uc

ed
 

som
e 

of
 th

e 
fier

ce
st 

rep
res

sio
n 

tha
t m

an
kin

d 
ha

s 
ev

er
 kn

ow
n 

on
 th

is 
ea

rth
. I

t in
ten

sifi
ed

 its
 la

ws
 o

f r
ep

res
sio

n 
an

d 
its

 su
mm

ary
 ex

ec
utio

ns
 

of
 th

os
e 

tha
t h

ad
 b

ee
n 

de
tain

ed
. A

 se
ries

 of
 co

mr
ad

es
 w

en
t to

 th
e 

ha
ng

ma
n's

 no
ose

 in
 P

ret
ori

a;
 sc

ore
s 

of
 ot

he
rs 

are
 do

ing
 lif

e 
im

pri
so

n­
me

nt 
for

 sta
nd

ing
 up

 ag
ain

st 
the

 ap
art

he
id 

reg
im

e. 
Ov

er
 10

,00
0 

PA
C 

ca
dre

s 
we

re
 ar

res
ted

 in
 19

63
 in

 a
 pr

e-e
m

ptiv
e 

atte
m

pt
 to

 st
op

 a 
na

tion
­

wid
e 

arm
ed

 u
pri

sin
g.

 
Bu

t to
wa

rds
 th

e 
clo

se
 o

f th
e 

six
ties

 o
ur

 yo
un

g 
pe

op
le,

 p
art

icu
lar

ly 
tho

se
 at

 co
lleg

e 
lev

els
, s

tar
ted

 ce
rta

in 
rum

blin
gs

. T
he

se
 ru

m
blin

gs
 

em
erg

ed
 in

to
 th

e 
So

uth
 A

fric
an

 S
tud

en
ts 

Or
ga

niz
atio

n,
 an

d 
late

r i
nto

 
the

 B
lac

k 
Pe

op
le's

 C
on

ve
ntio

n,
 a

nd
 la

ter
 st

ill 
int

o 
a s

erie
s 

of
 b

lac
k 

ma
ss

 o
rga

niz
atio

ns
 th

at
 be

cam
e 

kn
ow

n 
as

 th
e 

Bla
ck

 C
on

sci
ou

sn
es

s 
Mo

ve
me

nt,
 w

ith
 S

tev
e 

Bik
o 

as
 its

 le
ad

er.
 T

he
 m

ass
 w

ork
 be

ing
 do

ne
 at

 
tha

t t
im

e,
 th

e 
as

se
rtio

n 
of

 bl
ac

k 
dig

nit
y,

 th
e 

na
tio

n-b
uild

ing
 e

ffo
rt 

of
 

Ste
ve

 B
iko

, c
ulm

ina
ted

 in
 th

e 
Ju

ne
 16

, 1
97

6 
up

risi
ng

s 
at

 S
ow

eto
. W

ith
 

ba
re

 ha
nd

s, 
wi

th
 b

ott
les

, w
ith

 st
on

es
, w

ith
 st

ick
s, 

an
d 

oth
er

 s
uc

h 
pri

m
itiv

e 
we

ap
on

s, 
ou

r y
ou

ng
 p

rim
ary

 sc
ho

ol 
ch

ildr
en

 a
nd

 o
ur

 h
igh

 
sc

ho
ol 

stu
de

nts
, f

ou
gh

t to
e 

to
 to

e 
ag

ain
st 

tan
ks

, h
elic

op
ter

s 
an

d 
oth

er
 

we
ap

on
s. 

Ov
er

 20
00

 o
f th

em
 w

ere
 ki

lle
d 

in
 th

e 
stre

ets
 of

 S
ow

eto
, 

Th
em

bis
a, 

Gu
gu

leth
u,

 a
nd

 hu
nd

red
s 

of
 to

wn
s 

an
d 

gh
etto

s 
an

d 
villa

ge
s 

thr
ou

gh
ou

t A
za

nia
. I

t w
as

 ve
ry 

mu
ch

 o
f a

 ki
nd

 o
f re

pe
at 

pe
r­

for
ma

nc
e 

of
 w

ha
t y

ou
 ha

ve
 se

en
 on

 yo
ur

 te
lev

isio
n 

scr
ee

ns
 ar

ou
nd

 th
e 

ma
ss

 m
ove

me
nt 

of
 th

e 
Ira

nia
n 

pe
op

le 
in

 th
e 

stre
ets

 o
f T

eh
era

n 
an

d 
Ta

bri
z 

an
d 

so
 fo

rth
. B

ut 
it i

s 
a 

me
asu

re
 o

f th
e 

for
m

ida
ble

 en
em

y 
tha

t 
we

 ar
e 

up
 a

ga
ins

t, 
tha

t e
ven

 a
fte

r 
alm

os
t a

 ye
ar

 o
f s

uc
h 

ma
ss

 
res

ista
nc

e, 
as

 m
uc

h 
as

 th
e 

So
uth

 A
fric

an
 ec

on
om

y 
su

ffe
red

, a
s 

mu
ch

 
as

 S
ou

th 
Af

ric
a's

 is
ola

tio
n 

int
en

sifi
ed

, a
s 

mu
ch

 as
 in

ter
na

tio
na

l c
on

­
de

m
na

tion
 w

as
 ra

ise
d 

to
 a

 po
int

 o
f c

res
ce

nd
o, 

es
pe

cia
lly 

aft
er

 th
e 

7 



mu
rde

r o
f S

tev
e 

Bik
o,

 th
e 

So
uth

 A
fric

an
 ra

cis
t r

eg
im

e 
wa

s 
ab

le 
to

 
res

ist.
 

Na
tur

ally
 th

is 
ca

lled
 fo

r a
 g

rea
t d

ea
l o

f c
on

ce
rn

 fr
om

 th
os

e 
of

 us
 

wh
o 

ha
ve

 be
en

 en
tru

ste
d 

wi
th

 ce
rta

in 
ma

nd
ate

s 
by

 ou
r p

eo
ple

, n
am

ely
 

en
tru

ste
d 

wi
th

 th
e 

ma
nd

ate
 to

 in
ten

sify
 th

e 
str

ug
gle

 fo
r n

ati
on

al 
libe

rat
ion

 in
 A

za
nia

. W
e 

ha
d 

lon
g 

ag
o 

se
lec

ted
 th

e 
we

ap
on

 o
f a

rm
ed

 
str

ug
gle

; w
e 

ha
d 

lon
g 

ag
o 

sa
id 

tha
t w

e 
mu

st 
org

an
ize

 ou
r g

ue
rilla

 un
its

 
int

o 
su

ch
 a

 si
tua

tio
n 

tha
t t

he
y 

we
re

 ab
le 

to
 co

nc
en

tra
te

 th
eir

 su
pe

rio
r 

for
ce

s 
ag

ain
st 

the
 in

fer
ior

 fo
rce

s 
of

 th
e 

en
em

y's
. W

e 
ha

d 
in

 fa
ct 

stu
die

d 
an

d 
res

tud
ied

 an
d 

ov
ers

tud
ied

 in
 in

sta
nc

es
 a

ll o
f th

e 
tac

tics
 o

f 
a 

pe
op

le's
 w

ar.
 B

ut 
alth

ou
gh

 th
ere

 w
ere

 co
mr

ad
es

 w
ho

 p
erf

orm
ed

 
we

ll, 
alth

ou
gh

 th
ere

 w
ere

 co
mr

ad
es

 w
ho

 m
ad

e 
trem

en
do

us
 sa

cri
fice

s, 
su

dd
en

ly,
 w

he
n 

ou
r p

eo
ple

 ro
se

 as
 on

e 
in

 19
76

, t
he

re
 w

as
 la

ck
ing

 th
e 

cu
ttin

g 
urg

e 
of

 th
e 

na
tio

na
l l

ibe
ra

tio
n 

mo
ve

me
nt 

wh
ich

 c
ou

ld 
ha

ve
 

ch
an

ne
lled

 a
ll o

f th
is 

en
erg

y 
an

d 
all

 o
f th

is 
hu

ma
n 

res
ou

rce
 in

 a
 di

rec
­

tio
n 

wh
ere

by
 w

e 
wo

uld
 to

o 
be

 rid
ing

 th
e 

tan
ks

 o
f th

e 
en

em
y 

in
 th

e 
stre

ets
 of

 Jo
ha

nn
es

bu
rg,

 P
ret

ori
a,

 an
d 

Ca
pe

tow
n 

tod
ay

 in
 ou

r 
vic

­
tor

y.
 

W
e 

say
 th

is 
op

en
ly 

be
cau

se
 w

e 
are

 re
vo

lut
ion

ari
es

. O
ne

 o
f th

e 
ba

sic
 

ten
ets

 o
f b

ein
g 

a 
rev

olu
tio

na
ry

 is
 th

e 
ab

ility
 to

 be
 se

lf-c
ritic

al.
 W

e 
ha

d 
to

 fin
d 

ou
t w

ha
t w

en
t w

ron
g,

 w
he

re
 d

id
 it

 go
 w

ron
g,

 h
ow

 d
id

 it
 go

 
wr

on
g.

 T
he

 le
ad

ers
hip

 o
f th

e 
Pa

n 
Af

ric
an

ist
 C

on
gre

ss
 w

en
t in

to
 th

is 
ex

erc
ise

 o
f in

tro
sp

ec
tio

n.
 W

e 
res

olv
ed

 th
at

 si
nc

e 
ou

r f
orc

es
 ha

d 
be

en
 

reju
ve

na
ted

 w
ith

 th
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prospects of a national convention, where oppressor and oppressed 
must sit at a round table and decide how to prepare a new constitution 
for South Africa. I simply say that the PAC would totally reject that 
with all the contempt that it invites. The interest of the Pan Africanist 
Congress can never be the same as the interest of Oppenheimer and his 
like. We are fighting for national liberation, the right to self-
determination, and not for crumbs from the master's table. The mo­
ment has come when we must seize political power and restore it to the 
ownership of the people. We will not allow ourselves at this critical 
point, when imperialism is in crisis all over the world, in the Middle 
east, in Southeast Asia, everywhere, to bail out imperialism by becom­
ing principled, nice niggers in our 3-piece suits. No way. We have no 
intentions of betraying the protracted revolutionary struggles of our 
fathers which date back to the advent of colonialism. At a time when 
the people of Zimbabwe are encircling Salisbury, ready to proclaim a 
free Zimbabwe, at a time when the people of Namibia are marching 
inexorably to the creation of a free and independent Namibia, we will 
not settle for second class independence in Azania. In no way can that 
be done. We say that we are going to wage the struggle tit for tat, 
through to its successful conclusion. And in Azania there will be a 
non-regal, truly democratic and a socialist society. About that there 
can be no compromise. We regard our struggle as merely a side theatre 
in the global struggle to liquidate the exploitation of man by man. 

Today we are unable to make our contribution toward the struggles 
of the people of the United States of America, save to say we 
shall make U.S. imperialism highly uncomfortable in our own coun­
try. It is for that reason that we appreciate the acts of solidarity that 
we have seen emerge from these parts, like the campaigns for divest­
ment, and for the diplomatic isolation of South Africa. Of course we 
know that in the final analysis, it is not going to be the marches 
through the streets of Washington, New York, Chicago, or San Fran­
cisco that will compel the U.S. imperialists to pull out of our country. 
It will be when we firebomb the factories of Ford, of General Motors, 
of Chrysler, of Coca Cola, and all these multinationational corpora­
tions in our country, that Lloyd's will find it bad business to insure 
their companies and they will be forced to pull out of our country. 

We want to say we are indebted to all of you for the support that 
you have given us, but the struggle is still going to be fairly protracted. 
Our enemy has been armed to the teeth by the western countries; our 
enemy possesses even the potential for manufacturing nuclear 
weapons. We therefore feel that it is not a time when we can become 
complacent. We call upon you to seize the initiative that has been 
taken. 
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Revolutionary Workers Headquarters Statement 
on the Death of David Sibeko 

Office of the Permanent Representative of the 
Pan Africanist Congress of Azania 
United Nations Plaza 
New York, New York 
Dear Friends, 

With deepest sorrow we receive the news of the death of comrade 
David Sibeko. We will miss the voice that never tired of denouncing 
the savage injustice of apartheid, the laughter he shared with those 
who joined him, and the enthusiasm that only an assassin's bullet 
could stop. 

His words helped many of us in the U.S. to better understand the 
struggle to liberate Azania and all of Africa. He showed the common 
features of our struggles. In a recent speech commemorating the life 
of Malcolm X, another martyred Black revolutionary, he spoke 
humbly about the importance of keeping ties with the lives and 
resistance of his people, a task made doubly hard by apartheid 
repression. 

We are inspired by his life. We mourn his death. He was a tremen­
dous spokesman and leader of the Azanian people, an example to all 
who strive to be free of exploitation and oppression. 

In remembering David Sibeko we re-dedicate ourselves to the cause 
he died for: that not one more generation of African people will suffer 
the inhumanity of apartheid and that future generations will live in 
freedom. 

We extend our sincerest sympathies to his wife Elizabeth and his 
children and to our comrades in the Pan Africanist Congress. 

In sorrow and respect 
Revolutionary Workers Headquarters 
June 18, 1979 


