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DEDICATIONM

The Women’s Needs ARseessment Survey wsas the work ot =
laroe teem of committed women and some few men st all
levels of Zimhehween Spocietv., This report is rediceted

to:

A1l those women Bnd men

committed to improvine the

querlitv of 1ife of 811 peonle

D7 Zimbrbuwe.
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PRESENTATIDN

Part I, Sertion 7 cives the harkoround to the survew, :
while the maior findings ore presented in Section 2.
In Pert II, women’s participation in the erconomu
throuoh anricultuerzl production, emplovment in the
Tormel sector znd women’s informal involvement is
discuesed, Uomen’s sorizl neerns zre presented in
Pert III under hezlth, education, lepsl stetus and
Family needs. Farl IV covers woren’ s participation
7

in nubklir af

2iTs. Part V nives the summarv end

rerammendatione,
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< - PREFACE

Terma of Reference

The Ministcvy of Communiiy Development and Women’s Affairs

in rp-operation w!*“h UNICEF rommissipned « netion-wide

survry to ossess the needs n© women in Zimhsbwe. The purpose
07 the survev wi3s to provide heseline rfdat2, =specicllv an
rural women, from which the Ministrv rould Tind some hngis
for polirv farmulation, proisnt proposals anr planning
proorzcmmes o meet these needs. It was suogested that fihe
vthole exerrise take the shortest possihle time-=bout four

months. -

Obijectives of the Survev

A

Given the terms of refarenre zhove,z}he neneral eim of the
survey w28 %o determine ond descrihe the position and
neerds of women 2s perceived by women themselves and those
people and =cercies whose work reletes to uomen{) In

arddition, women’s perticipation in traditional and modern
sectors of develpoment were examined to idenfifu factors

that hinder or enhznce surh participetion. The varinus
somio~économié sertors (snd/or *nstitutions) includinng
porirulture, health, education, emploument, femily, len=l
position and partirnipstion in public a7 airs provided the frame-
wark For sssessing women’s needs, A preliminarv review

of eveilahle literature hed shown these aress as useful
paremeters for the survev. Mgre sperificelly the oh’ertives

of the survey were:

1. To determine the demonraphirc rharacteristics of

rurel end urban women in Zimhehuwe,

2. To determine women’s economir participation through
sn examinetion of their soriculturel, informel end

Formel secior erctivities. ’
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3. To examine fectors that hinder ar enhance the Tull

* participstion of wormen in the ebove activities. - .-

L To determine women’s aspirations in these areas of
their lives.

5. To determine women & participstion in Family a2nd

community decision making processss 235 they relate t:

r

each aof the.ahave activities.

6., . To determine how women relsted programmes &s o0Orgenis
and offzred by women & groups and other development

agencies relate to Felt and ur®elt neads.

7. To determine the asttitude of men towarde the positior
women in varioUs sectors.
In line with the Government’s priarity on improving the lo
the ‘'rural poor, the survey investigation concentrated on v
in rural areas, mostly the peasant communeal lands. A samr
19 rural districts was randomly celected from the country
five provinces.. In addition, four urben districts were cf
to represent the large and sm2ll urban aress. Three othe:
residential areas in Salishbury werez includedg for the vieus
non-kleck women (see map of dicstricts visited at the esnd «

report, &nd Appendix 1 for the distribution of fieldworker

Tuenty—three'murkers, mostly married women Ffrom the Univer
of Zimbabwe, the School of Socisl Work and women’s groups,
piven a three-day treining &nd orientation to the survey =
pretesting exercise before being attached to a district to

nather the necessary information. - -

ca

Various methods were used to collect the data. Individusal
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interviews were conducted ueing a detailed structured
guestionnaire. A~ loosely structured gquestionnaire was used
for group interviews. In eddition, guestionnaires were
gither meiled or administered to all of the 55 rursl District
Cpuncils, some Ministries, Women s Organisations, some
Development Anencies, Women Members of Parliament, extension
and other Government workers in the sesmple districts. A tatel
of 5 232 peopls were consulted in the process of gathering
information.

.
The information presented in most of the tables in each section
was based on e sample of 1 §78 women intervizwed individually.
The majority of women would have preferred individual interviews
in addition to the group interviews. However, time constraints

¢id not allow for this. What is important to note is that the

Anformation osthered by either method has been subsumed in the

analysis. In addition, existing studies on women in Zimbabuwe

and other third world countries were consulted.

Time Constraints

In view of the very limited time for such an enormous task, 1t
was not possihls to deal with all the issues raised exhaustively.
However, #his report of the situation of women in Zimbabwe based
on first hand inf{armation and available literature, provides a
cempreiencive pverview which we believe is adeguate for selecting
issuee for policy Fformulation, project proposals, end programme

planninp. We have also identified some areas requiring further

‘indepth study.
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PART I

BACKGROUND TO OMEN'S NEEDS




' - . SECTINN T
FACKGROUND TR WOMEN'S NEEDS B

Women ere an inte ral part of env-given socintv. They cannoi
there’orz pe treated a3 if thev existed in 2 vacuum. Houwever,

it is necessery "o icolate them Tor enalytircal purposes.

Bleck womean in Zimbabwe constiiuted one DF the numerous socio-

economic qroups of the colonisl era. The comhination of their
traditional subordinate status and the ranisllv sepregated colo-
nial system made them ore af the most explnited oroups of the
time. It is therzfore necessary to isolebe and s=nalvs2 women 8§
an explolued Drﬁup in order to EF?ettiuelr refress the imsal
rreatpﬁ bw t;-d]ulDT qnd rolonizl historl It is alsmvnpp
to comparo the provisinn af the Lznc aster House Constyfﬁt'
rapid African advancement for an initiel perior o” time Qi
the need “or some sperizl mezeosures to correct the imbélances
between women and men. Ye would like to helieve that the creation
of the Ministrv of Comaunity Deuéldpment end Women’s Affairs is in

line with these speciel measures.

This survay of womer’ s neede in Zimbabwe hes to be looked 8t in

:the lioht of socio-economic end historicel developments of fhe

Pnuntry. Brie”lv, the treditinnal economic c\/stem of the Shong

arnd Ndehzo1le sccictmeu was bad_d on the T?nllu or houesrbpld unit.

The rnivision of lz2bour hbetweern women and men jin these treditional

. ] ‘ "]
eaciet1es has heen adequefelu descritced epleewhere, Yomen were

tn1e SRy TEEDDHS‘HIE for the dey *%p dav sctivities of Tood product-

ion, proc meing and preparation. Men’'s zoricultural activities

seemed toc have been lisited to t=e nporvacdic %ree felling, Frepara-
.F

tion o7 new fields end tie provision of meet th rouo* FuﬂtlnD and/or

reidino. Aleh uqn women Wers valuer! For their lebour, men

runtrullnﬁ tﬂP means and 1n"trumpn o o kil pruductlon in add tion to

snmeru1sorn of momen's and children s sov iCULtU-

~1E3.ng manegers ’

ral activities,



,Women cterted off their married 1life in 2 weak socio-economic

. . i ol T g A -

position,nbecause.theu were primérily valued for producing
"""" ied womén had 1ittle or no social
stetus. However, Fer standing within the family end communitvy
increased with fthe size of her family. Infertilitv was and
still ic regardsd in rnustomary circles 25 lenitimete grounds

for divorce, or a good enough reason Tor 8 man Lo ME2TTV 2 SEBCOn:

I Ay LA g A BRI gy Sl ¢ ey - vt b o

uife. It was not enough just tg produce children, Thev hed ic

be ?gd anct meintained. A woman whose children died in childbirs

5

.nr earlv childhnod wzs often accused of witchcraft. Thus, @

woman wnarked hard in her food producing role to veed anc Aring .
her family. A l=azy women would he sent back to her people to b:
"taught¥ nerd work. Laziness within the trzditional societw, }
3

!

particularlv on the part of wcmen, brought disrepute to the fer

On the other iand, 2 hard working woman and mother of many.-chils

oraduallv strencthened her socio-economic position within the
family .and societv. Thir is illustiretec by the strong influenci
) [

. . . . s gk
wielded bv older women in family and village m=tters, an influes

|

that her subordinate poeition would otherwise have not accordec:

There are two impcrtant end relevant things to the understandir
of women’ s.present pocition deriving from the traditional peast..
d

Firstly, the division of labour kLetween.women and men ppovide

AP e \ % g oA S vy

the hesis of cless division in the pre-colonial setting with me
--controlling the means &s well as the and result of the producti
!
"+ .
PTDCESE. Secondly, societal values are not static but change

Y © et &
- e

to the general process of social change and in particular as

.- -treditionel oriented societies come into contact with other

cultures. The familv es a besic institution in society is

-

--greatly aifected by eny cheanpes such as those_intraduceﬁ-by_tm

BT

coloniel system.

What impact did the colonial era have on traditionel Shona.and
Ndebele .societies in generel esnd on women’ s position in . .

perticular? : #
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In Zimbebwe, the coloniel periord pave tise to e cu=2l aconomy with
a modern industrial end commercial =griculturel szector~ on the cne
nangd, and & leroely poor #nd neglected 5easant pil whe oirer.. Tne
modern sertor deps=nded or sm. supply of rheap labour From the
traditional communal lands. Initially men fraom thesz aregec were
forced to provide labour tihrcunhr various wavs (chibere) =nd their
migration uas'seasonal.5 Howover, the migratary labour system
"as become very iwuch part of a wzy o 1life Tor meny Zimbahuwaans.
At the time of independence,fnr exzmple, out of approximately
7EU‘DDD farming fsmilies in the peassnt sector, about 23% 200
ramnilies operat=d a split Tamily survival stratec\/.E This means
thet the iushand micrated to an urben area, mine or conmercilal
farm for wage emplovment, usually an unskilled or semi-gkilled
worker. The wifwe and children sunplement his mzagre wsges thirough
subristence preduction. 7The wife as de Tzacto ihead of houseshold,

7amily farm maneger and labourer subsidises the mndern sector bv

-providing dnemployment benefits and sncial securltv on retirement

of the husband. Acrording to the Zimcord Conference document,

“Produrtion in the rurzl ere=s is, to 2 grest exient
ey s

1=2ft in the hands of wenen, childrer antd the elderly
while = large num2er of voaung men srz emploved in the

- modern sector and return te the rural =reas occasion-
ally nr for retirement. This ihas had some signiticznt
effect in reducing the oroduniivitv of the rursl
sector.®

How dif the lasour migration svstem affznt the traditinnel division
of labour, the roles end status of womer gnd men? Firetlv, women
whose hustands w2re working, eleewhers had their worklosd increasad
by doing those i3siits formerly done.by men. These tasks inbludp the
family Tarm, ploughino, nattle herdine and essuming e Teacto

cend of household responsibilities except Tor the occasional visit
of the man., Howaver, becavse of their etruciurally wsubsrdinate
position within the Temily, &nd men’s control of the means end
instrumants of production, they still, to » large extenth, &arTe

rontrolled and supervised by the men. Secondlv, due to poor land
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end climatic conditigns of moct communal landes, lack af
technological inputs snd laktour banstraints, wpman’ = Taocd
production efforts resulied in braduasllv decrensing yielcs
especially in the lztter pzrt af the coloniol zra., This mzd:s
women..and children increasingly dependent on the u_ges 3F thea

men 7or fopod end piher tzcics. This daependency togetiher wish

]

apcoitv of the man hzs nad 2 neoative

[wh

the presticious earnin

b
.

=

effect on women’ e pogition end self-imac=2. The essocietion of

(o

women with subsistence production as an uneconomic sctivitv hes

erorfed the influence women herd within the traditional society,

Within those peacsant familv upnits where the men wer=2 not
migrants, the introdiotion of cask crone significently =2fFected

the socic-economic position of women and men. Cash crap

=L

m
production was directed to men bv a male dominetsd and oriented

extension service eystem. The production 2f these CTops (maize,
cotton, tobczecco, etc.) and their relzted technolpgizs wcs lorogel
in the hends ©f relativelw hetter-off pea2eznt “zrmers who

could efford the initial czpital os there were no credit facill
ties for the peassnt sector. The modern =zpriculturzl meathods
required for these crops were imparted by mele extensipn worke!
through the master farher approach, for cultursl anc =zconomic
reasons women found it difficult, at lesst initially, to be pe

of the peescant sector cosh crop production.

.

Women were waéver affected in various w2ys bv the introductiv
cash'¢rbps. The technolooical reouitements of these crops
sometimes increased the workload 0° women. Because ceTtain i
such as weeding, were itraditionallv womsn’s tasks, women hed t
do e lot more weeding than was reguired in the treditional mof
of production. - o

" Secondlv, it was traditonzl trat = in piere of land withi

b

ce
the family Tield wss desioneted a2z ihe e's. This pilesce wef

variously known as zunde, treu, isivercez and was uead Dy womer




for rrops -such &= beans, groundnuts, sueet potatoes, vams,etc.
These crops were vsed to supplement the'staple foed, sadze,
from maize, rzpoko, millets or scrghum and for barter purposes.

Lomen had absolute control over the rmervest from tieir pileces

-zge ; of land, ancd scmetimes the hzrvest was substantial .- The intro-
the | duction of cash crops and. general lend shortace in the pessant
Aun i gector contriitzutend to the disappesranc: in many areas @nd Teduc-—
tive : tigns in & few otners of the womszn desipgnated pieces of land and
LICH é their crnps. One result haes been an unhalanced diet, lacking
¢t ES é essertial rnutrient requiremenis such es is provided by beans and
sty ‘ nroundnuts, Another result was thet women have lost completelvw
J their right to tsevu/zunde/isivande. '
;
ek E \/ Women’s Food producing rolz appears then to have beeh‘very much
3 _ meakened'by mglz mipration, introduction of cesh crops and
ented f¢;..neqlect by extension: eervicecs. K}he wrakenino of this roleiwas
“119:?- - ~accampenied by an incrzesing dependence on men’ s wapes Or money
.jgelyi From caesh crops, and & concomitant self-depreciaticn on thé part
or momeni)
acili-f ) . .
ads . The npsition. of -the rural woman wze somewhat bettzr then the
.Mkersﬁ, .unemployved urben houszwife :in town who was entirely dependent.
mic E cn the husbend. The overwhelming majority of black women in
Eparti “own belonced &nc =till do, to this cateqory. Bleack women
-constituted onlv £,8% of the entire working populstion in the
non-soricultural sector in 1979, 10 Job discrimination during
tion the colonial era was baesed on race and sex. This put the-
hlack woman:on the bpottom of the recial ladder after-the-mhitg,
1 task coloured, Asian :men and women, &nd black men. The net resulst
d to & for the woman in town was 8 lowering of status Ffrom her lack of
IR an economic role such as she had through the traditional
% Qiuision_of»labour. Could it be possible that the supposed
ﬁ | -bigh hirth.rate of Zimhsbwe wes partlyv due to women wenting
‘hin} . %o enhanre their Stetus thtounh the only way they perceived
5 5 possible given the economic constraints of the time?
nen )
!



.

The leqal pnsition pf women durinn the colonial ere does n.
seem to have improved either. TJreditionelly & woman was &
all ter life, under the guardianghip of har father or male
relative Sefore marriage, end under hushand or his reletiv:
after her marriasge. Women rid have limited propertv rint

within the traditionel sogciety, mawoko/erzandla oropertv for

instance. This meant thet whatever 2 woman received for he
professional services such as midwife, ncanca (doctor), pot
etc., was hers to keep or dispose of s she wished. Howeve
under laws formuleted by rcolonial administratore besed on s
obvious misunderstending or misinformation, if an African u
goes to work with the prior consent of her husbsnd, she is

to have no right to her own szlary and swuch accrues to her

- d 12 : '
husband. In practice this does not heppen often. Houeve:

‘"where it does happen, the husband is juctified by law to he.
end to control the wife’s salary. Inheritance laws of the /
nial era, hased on some treditionzl practices also discrimi:

and still do, agsinst. women.

The picturs which emerges from this brief deescription of the
colonial impect on women’s lives ie one of sopcial subordine:
and econemic dependence in varying dearees, depending on ru:

urban orientation ard oosition in societv.

The Government has stipulated growth with eguity &s its opver
policy objective.’’ To achieve growth snd equity within -
various sectors and between the racial snd social oroups of
Zimbabwean society, will mean tackling the imbalances cited
above. These imbalances sre & result of traditional end.

historical prucesses.lh

Integrated rural development is one of the strategies to be
used in achieving growth with eguity within the netional dev
lopment framework. Women conetitute at least S0% of the rur

population in some arezs, the laroest group in the peesant
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\/ gsectpr. It is elso pertinent here to point out that[;ural women

bore the brunt gf the war of liberetIEEZ} 3pceuse they were

involveﬁ at pereonal and communityv levels, over 8 lono period of

time in various cepacities, thev heve emerged as proksbly the
ijioat politicized group of peoﬁ?}lcompared to the urban women &nd

men population.

Given these experierces from the strupogle, how do women perceive
their position in rural and national development terms? Drawing
on-their experiences during the strugole what values they have
acquired, how o they perceive the social system with its divisi-
ons based on tradition and colonial history? How de women inter-
pret their rmzed given the framcwork of @ socielist egalitarian
oriented Government on the one hang, 2nd a treditional and colo-
nial past cherarterised by women’s subordination end oppression
on the other? Haow is the queétion of equity, in terms of falr-

ness and justice for women, to be aporozched given this historv?

- . . 4.
- HN -

These and other guestions provided the framework of the studwv.
The examination of women’ & neecs has been apprceched From an
eqhity point of view, i.e., eouitable distribution of resources
hatween various sertors and grcoups of soniety to echieve orowth
(persnnel growtr included) witbin the familvy end communitiv et
local and natienal levels, In other words women’ & needs have
to be seen within the linkanas, tot2lity and complexity of the

eocio-erconomic and political situastion of Zimbebue.

- -In: the subsequent sections women’s needs, in various =zspects of

.--their lives, are presented. It is importent to indicate that

one group of women, the female ex-combatents, were not included
in the study 2s &n assessment of their needs has besn dcalt with,

recently, by the Demobilisetion Directorates.
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ScCTION 2

Introductinon

|
|
J
|
|
|
: |
DEMOCRAFPHIC FEATURES |
|
|
Are end cex were the meirn detarminsnts of one s socip-economic |
position in prz-colonjel Zimhatwe. Traditicnellv, the EShana a;
Ndebelz societies were divided into the vounc and the old, men
ent women 70 socisl and economic activities., Thus men, women,
bovs and gicls ate in separaﬁe grouvps, wirile the division of
labour v sex e2nsurecd thet certain tackes were Tar men ( B.C. TIC
ing huts), women (weeding) noys (herding cattle), oirls (drawir;
weter). With the advent of colonizalism, r=2ce 2nd educstion, &
nother Vactors, became additionel demopraphic Tactiors in detern':
e’ s sgcioc-econom situstinn, FRor the plrposes nf this repui
the mein ¢emcarephic facters thet have provided the {ramework ﬂ
.Eséasing;unmen:s neads are age, marital znd housennld ztatus,
educ3tion and perticipziion in the lebour force. Those aspect{
of age, ma:ital and noucehold status theat sre important to thei
o7 women’ s negeds are presenied and discussed, whi}
educatian =nf the rete of women’s perticipstion in the labour

force sre discussz2d in subsequent sections.

r. O ns
ige Siruciure 4

Pcecorcding to tiie nopulation estimates heserd on the 1968 census

i e 84 v ¢ v A

Zimhabwe bted & total population of 7 120 0OCN =zs of June 1979, =

&N estimated orowth rete of 3,6 percent zs of Jurne 1950. Appro

matelv + 22 006G (81%) of the totzl population were under 20 v:i.
of sce . '
Table 1%shnus ©rhat there are moraz women per 1 000 meles hetwee’,

tne. ages of 20 and £%. lUomen thus constitute 2bout 51% of the

. ]
to.tal population of Zighshwe. Since most af the pcpuletzon.

Statistics aveilable ere estinstes besed on the 1569 census,

timpy ma net be accurate %o the last decree. It is hoped thsat

LThe 172F2 r=vioral menzus will provide thie true population pict.
*Tablez ~'ted witisnn = piven sector are listeqd 2t the end oi v

n
o
O
chk
a
L]
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working figures. -

prsscented cbovz. Firstly, the proportion of young people
~under the cge of 20 cre

~dult populaotion. UWg prz2sume that the majority of persons in
this cpe group 2re either in rly childhood,

unemployoed.

lobour force sond public life in the sections thzot fcollsw.

gitucti=m with' grecti pctentia)] for o ropid increcse of
dependent perstns.”

women between ithé nges ©
children (Teoble 3).

szctor or in decisicn moking bodies.
“women constituted only S,B% cof the totzl working populoticn of

Zimbabwa in 1579. Perhaps the most gloring illustrotion of this

nbsence in spheres is lock of educction,

cf esqual importonce core sccietzl ~ttitudes zond family dem:ngs.

M:rrisge

Mcrital etotus is conother impertont demegrophic focter deter-

R

‘a7 zZimbsbwe. In the meantime thz figures svaileble do provide

" Sevaral points need to be noted sbout the population Figures
highk rate of dependency'ﬂn tha

in school or
The constrzints impcsed on women by this depend-
ency rotic, especiclly by the under & oge oroup, ore discussed

“in relotion ts fomily neods, =nd theirporticipoticn in the

Sucendly’, women in the mast reproductive =ge cohort of 187to
35 constitute the loroest group of cur sample, =bout S6 percent
- . (Toble 2). Given 2n vcstimated growth rate of- 32,6 percent ond.

““mor2 women thon men per thousand within this 2ge rconge, we hove

According to cur somple, about 66% of the

18 to 35 h:Qe, cn‘:ver:ga, three

Thirdly,'the prcp:}ticn ~f wcm2n to men ebove 20 yeors of bge
in the totaol pcpulzticn i=2 not reflectaed in the mcdarn employ-
Fcr instence, block

disprcportion:ta'répresentatiun gxists within debibion making
bcdiés ‘2s elabercted in Sectisn 10 below. The mejor reascn for
but nlec

mining cne’s socicl positicn in troditicnz2l criented sccleties.

e T e AR (T e - AR v ——— | RS oy
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Thie is the resson whv it is discussed under this sectlon, rather
s - - ' iy i ' = . 1. e ." i . . . :
then the section bri lepal =tmtus. Marriege, in Africar cociaty,

is 8 process usvally inveolving & nupher of steoes over &8 period

kB 16 ‘ . . . :
of time. = However, sccording to tre present laws, ‘inherited Ffro

the colionial period, marriage is not vselid until it is registerec
or solecnised. Tretre ere rounhlv three broad revegories of marri
the customarv unregistered, tihe customarv reoistered and civil
marrjages. More deteiled discussion of each cf these types can t
found in the sources indicated in the reference section. Uhat

is sufficient to note is that each has either B8 singnificant
-disadvantacge oT advantege to the man or woman, but for women,
there are more diéadvantages than acventaoes., Customarv

unregistered marriepes occur, wiere part or 8ll of the lobola has

been paid, hut the marriace is not legallv hindino. The husband
is entitled to marry 8 second or more wives. QOur sample shouws
that more than cne-third of the marvied women {(L1%) are in this
category (Tshle %“). The most freduentlv mentioned reason for
unregistéred marrisges was that lohola had not vet peen rompleted
(see Table 5). The second most freguently mentioned reason was &
polvnempus “emilv sitvation. Others responded that thev had not
given the matter murk thovant. However, trhe masioritv o? responde
(F9.2%) in this caitegotv did not give any~reésan,

[ ]
It is not a2t 8ll surprisino -2t the most fregquentlv mentioned
regson for wnrenistered marrisces was lobola if the tvpe o7
marriage is correlated k' ape. It is usually wemen in the wounoel
ane éroup, 30 and telow, who are found in thisg situstion. The
r2esons Tor incomplete lobole payments include tiph lobola charoe!
not commensurate witin the salsries of the men. Althounoh African
marriages ere =%ill very nuch & family affair, in antual practice

oung men €hcoulder -moct, i pot 211 of th=ir lpboel=z. with-

21
0

"
hfp
]

(1
Ler ]

5]
[
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S e e

es. Secendly, snme men will

1ittle =r nz help frem relotid
tc 2vcid being foreed intc

#aliberctely nct complzte the 1lcobslz
- civil“m:}ricg: which Zres ncot hova the pr:visicn':F marrying
m2 wemen Ado-nct know thot they cen

l 3

:ubs”qupntl . 'In ~dditicn, =

cnister vunder customary morri evan_if thev ~re in 2 polyge-
~.us situcticon., Others cimply <o n:ﬁ:thihk it is necesszory ¢t
=11, An2 yet, in town it is ozzier to get n hcouse in the low-

inceme residentinl zrecs (former townships) if —ne possesses b
23 2

In pddigicon, thgz lotter con be use

marricoe rcertificote.
been orcperly morried.  Scme

st-tus symb:l, tc shrw thzot 2ne hoco

wzmen’ s clubs and church orconiscticne insiet on marrioge certi-

ficctee for full menmbership. Divcrce 2nd inheritonce riochts in

customzry unrecistzred (unsec emn:seﬂ) morrin cee spernta nccerding
t custcmary proctices (sze serticn on leonzl stotus of women).

Custcrary registerec morriopes ore legally vcoli becouse thay
notentially polyozmows

T divorer would be custemary but 2 worronted

=r former District Ccmmissicner’s

hovz boen s:lemnihaﬂ. The m=2rricge 1is
2 the prournd-s

villzaoe or feormaer trihzol court

court would preside instezd of o fomily ccuncil os in the custo-
TIry unregistere” morricne. In this ono the 2bove tvpes cof

morricges, cdultory on thz oort of the husbzrnd, unlike the wife,

T
¢ nct ¢ nrcun” for divcorce.

Civil morrinne is controcted uncer the Marrizoce Act (chon. 37)
morrv in terms

ceoliczble to 211 whites on? bl-ocks who chonose to
¢ maoy f21low from o customzory registered
Couses fer divorce

39. Prcperty

ci the Act. This marrizg
mcrriage, provizZed there are no impediments.

Zre peverned by the Motrimznicl Couses Act (Chap.

ights, however, remoin goaverned by custcmary low. Divorce can-

i ]

nct ba grentad by 2 tribol esurt. Adultery cn the part cof the
2 mCNogomous sitgc-

k]

mZN beaccmeze prcounds “or diveorce -5 this is

tion. This type of morricce offorde considerchle legal pretec—

ticn t35 women.

It wes stotad ezrlier thot moritzl stotus is on importoat .

.

R Ay

.
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Agmerrachic factor in the consideraticn of the situaticn pf W

rot
in sccisty. Thus z young, neuly morried wamen, for whom lchol:
t

nut vet comslcoted, will be snxizus tc roise o fcmily ond work

in the fiald tz secure2 hor -ositicn ond enhonce hor stotus wiz
rthy thot thers 2Te mITE

izpes in the older cge grouw

her hHuskzond’'s fomily. It is note

Stila)
cuztomzry retistera2d a2nd civil morr
T

(35 =ng obcve) thon in the ysouncer 2ge orsups. The cancept of
unmarried womon is still frowned upcn to 2 overy large extent.

It ic 2osentinl tr kzep these faocizrs in ming when planning ¢
szete to osses how thev noy of fect women’s position wl

Ycmen Heods ¢ Hougehnld
h

: . - . + -
Wemen hezss ©F househol” constituted - 9% of the somple 2nd o
surcricing pranorticn of Yhesz wars bSelcw the 35 z=ge group.
(Tzsle ED. '

This arcus wos coemprises -F the widcwer, 41vcrceﬂ/ra"°rted/

- = -

secarzte”. They zre croured tocether os de foocte heods of hcous

hzl? in ececnznic terme., Whotever is the couse of their stotes
thev or2 2concmiczlly responeible fer themsszlves 2n their chl

h

r—'}-'

| e

~h rztic of women heads of hcuseheld ir

T eoxmple could be 2n indicction of

Ten. Thez tel-otivo

tNC yIunger 202 2rout o7 Su
idewhus? (22 result of the mar), on? msrrizge instzbility.
It iz mcet nrobobly t l-cttor recson.  Althcuch we were unab.

tc cbtzin recurds of srce rotes omong the block populntion,

v
it was frequently menticned during the survey thot due to male
urbzn migrcotion ond Families living cport, drinking problems
?éverty, there is zn increzes in morricce instobility., Office
‘records cre not likely s show this os Shono and Ndebele soci.
nichly frown upon diverce. Rather thaon go through the divore:
procece ond risk stismotisaticn, mony neople2 will“choose tc b

in se:szretion.

On2 eccnemic imolicztieon of thic is that de focteo women hecods




' householc, seeking emplcyment, -re likely to be trectad like
maorried wcmen withcut the Tirst preferﬂnce th t they should net 08
-orecduwinnere. Thg result isc thot the m:j:rity of wcmen in this

Sy c:tag:ry;'aspeci:ily thosz' without aducoticn or o morketoble skill
sLE 4t con conly survive in the 1nffrm"1 cector os vencores, prostitutes or
< hor- br2w heer for e2le. Their lives cre charactericed by zccocnomic
ithin hzrdshig, sccicl on? emcticnol insecuri%y. Uomen hecds of housc-
hold deserve cpecinl otteontien, especiclly in eecpemic terms.  The
BB ! iZgal ©f the helpful Africon extended family nz loncger applies to
of en b the extent thot is =ften believe! or 2ulcgiser.
A
{ Other demcgrophic focters such oo the porticipoticn of weomen in the
fEVEIii labour fcrce, eﬂuc“tlﬁn cn- 11 grocy 2re discusgssed fully in subse-
Uithiri quent secticns. I T T e
‘ The brief -1zok ct the democreophic focots cbove prnvides scme frame-
i werk fcrpexmmining-wamen’s needs in subcequent sectl 'NS. It coulcd
- ‘ 52 snid in summlnr up thot the situntion of wcmen in Zimbcbuwe is
! Dtlll vary much determinz<d by oge cond moritol stotus :gmin_the
i pzst. The different morrioge cotenrcries, snd the felotivaly high
l r‘r’*pﬁr‘tlr_n of wzmen bgads cf household withcut specizl preovisicons,
f tre JEmugiéEHiE”¥éﬁta¥;é—€H_f'hﬂv nrisen out of tha €IcAidl
s i hFistcrv of the ccuntfyA:Hahzhcul e taken into occcunt in
i ; notichal development iormings— = - - - e —l ol lael . _
111d- |
in ' Issﬂes for Csnsiférﬁtiﬁn'
: —— P = e U -
[ | Pcrulaoti-n Growth 2n™ Women _
ATk ?% Tha zcpulnoticn trends oosed zn the 1969 estimotes, p:rticulérly
,, ? the »ge structure on? orcwth raote hove scme sericus implications
e é for women®s health and work as shcwn in the subseguent sacticq.
taoed Perhaps the 1982 notisnol censue will previde scme more nccurote|
inl ond less aleorming fioures. In the menntimz, therz 2pr ecra.t: be
‘etieg! T neec for seneitising men ond wcomen to the effect of © highﬁ )
e i trowth rote ¢cn the heaolth stotus cof wemen.
ive )

of
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Marriage Certificoticn

' " Since this scciety. cppeare to volue marricpe ond faon

institution sz much, certcin policy measures 2Te nee

the procezs =f meorrdicge ond the family institution ¢

in leqrl terms tc oll concerned zortiess, The preser
F

C
whare repistroticn of marriace lzrzely lepends on th
juar-ian completicn of 1cbplz, tives rime ta szcizod,
cnd legcl insecurity tcs mony women.  Perhops o legic
medsure coul:d moke marrisoge rczist n cormpulscry,
this would hove to-be linked to scome meocure on the

(zee secticn cn Leznl Stotusz).

Economic Provisicn for Weomen Hz2ods of Household

Ju.izing by the prcpcrticn of women heads of househeol

sample, thaers is 2n urgent neet? for =n infeoth stuhy

situaticen of, women heoZs =f howusshsid in cerbon ond T

This study would provide much nzeded informoticn cono

-nd ccnseguences cf their stztus for sccicl security

F
purpcses, amcng cother wusee thot the doto ccul? be-us,

]
~f Peoouleticn o

Teoble. 1 Estimctes Ao Distritcuticn
st 30th June 1979 i
]
. [ , _,
Aze . Tctal Fzmcles o2 '
Moles Fzmples 10800 mcles ;
7
0-6 765000 738000 - 9/5 - WY
5-9 ‘ 593000 576000 971 o
1D-14 - - L7400C LESCDD 530 ¥
15-18 = © - 379D00.. - 362000 5955 R
203-2L . 30L000 - 313000 1030 ;
25~29 ~ 2358000 257000 1075 :
30~-34 - 1890100 ¢ EARAARIRLR: 1130 H
35-32 150npn 156000 21irn i
LO=-LL 117000 132700 1137 .
L5-4L3 93020 1052072 1137 ;
5E0-5¢ 72°00 BzpIo . 11E3 i
55-59 5607°C 1147 d
ED-6L 3gnrn 1237 ¥
6% lus 51707 78T ..
Tctal zeznonn 3zi0TT0 12765
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respondents

- e oc o
=R 2 8 16 F
'70_-1‘;'__ ?I[?_ 1,' -
L1 1£A 10,1
L L - 20
A kil Bk Lh
S are 5 1.7
Qver R0 11 n.-
Non’t know 237 13,0
Mo resporse A A

' = 1 <7A
.3 In most

tables M’

reiers tn

t e numher nf respondents

to e niven auestiorn and not te t-e total sample of 1 €7F.
Tatle 3: Nne he Nunker of Ciotldren
Are % of lYogmen ¢ of lJomen 5% of Women 2 87 Wooren
with 1 - 7 with ' - & Lith - 9 with over 10
Children Children Children Children
1793 “FE.N a0 2.1 -7
729 N 1.0 2.5 1.2
“N-7n “ron 26,1 9.9 n.
ER I B e 17 .5 10.0 175
‘R IS an! 1.8 1,7
(Rl o4l q-.n PN - -
e _on t9 0O tzhr} - - 1 .2
Sen’ % know 2.9 e 1 - e -.n
= 4 5T
Te=le '+ HMaritasl Stestus 3 Tupe of Perriasoe
ffarital Mot Customary Pnlvcemyv/ Civil
Status Applirgnle Fenistered Custonary
' lintecistererd
Sinnle 17,9 - - =
Married 1.9 15,1 1.1 L 32.1
Divorred 20,1 1=.0 se.0 e
Deserted
Widowed 25.0 23.0 21.1 5 5 [P
Jther e, 7 5.0 s1.0 c.0
N = 1 &7
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