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All of the maneuvers and lies by the Heaf,ran 
administration to hide its ever .increasing i nter­
ventionism and interference in Central )~erica, 
with the complicity of the most reactionary sectors 
of the "Christian Democratic" party and some of the 
barbaric regimes of the continent, have been exposed. 
rilie g~nocide grows dai l y amidst the indigna.tion of 
all the peoples and democrati c governments of the 
world. 

In the offices of the Pentagon, the ·CIA and the 
White House they have not yet found a way to hide 
the deeds of the heroic people of the Fa r abundo 
Tl1arti. .tvery d.ay their revolutionary strength 
grows, in spite of the resolutions of the XIV con­
ference of army commanders which took place in For 
I"JacNair, where, at the suggestion of Gen.eral Edward 
Meyer, Chief of Staff of the U.S. l rmy, the so­
called tfCoop~ative Action" was approved. This 
would confront "subversion" on the continent, which 
they interpret as a .menace to the "security" of the 
regio~ but which is actually the determination of 
a people -- in this case the Salvadorans - to 
break the chains of exploitation, hunger, mI sery, 
corrup~ion, oppression and genocide; people t hat 



have suff !red greatly for de 1d.es a. t the ha.n ds of 
bloOd.y an antipopular regim S w.i th the approval of 
the U.S.A. 

Salvador Cayetano Carpio, a modest and humble 
worke~ , coming from the midst of the people (like 
many other leaders of the armed forces who are.now 
fighting their common enemies) has agreed ~o g~,:e 
an interview to the uSoberania" magazine, ~n whl.ch 
he will synthesize the thoughts of the vanguard of 
the heroic and advancing struggle which has only one 
goal: true happiness and democracy for the workers, 
professionals, women an.d children, t~t is, ,for all 
the people. Here is the text of the ~ntervlew: 

rI'he :F'aise Information from Idashineton 

Can the message that will be sent to the 
president of the U.S., Ronald I~~an, be of 
importance to the revolutionary struggle of 
the Salvadoran people? 

This is a just Popular 'war of Liberati.on that is 
being heroica.lly and successfully advanced by the 
Salvadoran people. 

This' popular war strikes a. blow against the U.S . 
Government strategy of extermina.tion, modelled after 
the so-called tt special war." This Yankee strategy 
is moving closer and cl oser to a direct military 
intervention on a grand scale; in other words a 
"local" and regional war of the Pentagon . 

'T'he false informat ion from ~~ashington, without 
success, tries to cover the f act that the genocidal 
junta, in its death throes, Can barely Bust,ain i t­
self from the attacks of the people . Ifhe Reagan 
adm .:. ni stration props up a regime tha.t attacks the 

. people by sending weapons, directinG' and. advising 
the extermination ca.mpaie;ns against the populat,ion t 

trying to momentarily alleviate a great ecor:anic 
crisis, etc. 

'1he Christian-Dernocratlc-IYIili tary .Junta if::; a pup­
pet, a traitorous egime,- totally opposed t o "he 
popular and national interests. 

'In.e l etter sent to Reagan by the GencI:al C:Hnmand 
of the FMLN is an 0 en le t ter that shows the ~3incer·, · 

;. aspira.:tion .. ?I1d dis.p~ ).si tion of our, people tob;lil,d_'ti·$ . , .. 

own .pa.;tl1:.,.tQ ~_d.emocraQY , soci.a.l just.ice Gn d .in·. ·~. i ­

dent development, wi.th its own sovereignty and self­
determina tion to which it has f ull rights. The letter 
also shows tha t what Rea.gan said in his New Year' s 
mes8e.ge does not accord with the bruta l acts which 
his administration directs in }.~l Salvador , acts com-
parable to the Nazi murd.ers during ,(1'tIII . . 

'rhe generous North American people have the rlght 
to know how their government is soaked in the blood 
of a humble and courageous people, a people confro~ting 
genocide and exterminat ion. The Re~n adml.nistr,ation 
rejects any sincere aspiration f or a Just and appro­
piia te P?litical solution. 

Unfortunately t the ~\Jorth .;;merican l'leople involun­
tarily contri bute to military aid which is used to 
extinguish the lives of our children. 

The letter is open to the North American people 
in order to expose the great gulf between words and 
a.ctions. 

For our people such a letter is one of many efforts 
to achieve by any means a just peace which is a de ..... 
served response to our legitimate right to sovereigntJ 
and self-determina tion. 

The Growing CaEabilit;x of t he FMLN 

Interna tional political observers assert that 
the last military action of the FMLN - - the par­
tia.l destruction of the Christian-Democratic­
Iv1ili tary Junta t s air force -- shows the great 
capacity and strength of the revolutionary move­
ment . ~bat else can you say about it? 

rrhe operation "Heroes and Martyrs of I1orazon" that 
on January 27 destroyed a l arge part of the air force 
of the genocidal regime, shows the growing capacity 
of the armed forces of the people, united in the 
:b"'MIJN t t.o hit a strate{~ic vi tal force of the puppe ts 
and to destroy their m_litary hardware, sent by 
washington. 

The operations carried out by the popular forces 
. are becoming more complex and reaching higher tech­
nologi cal levels of preparation. aTld execution. 

':llf)e opera tiona also follow the intensific~~tion of 
.. It''MLN .. st:f'a tegy ~~ Popular War. lb~ offensive con ti- .:5 
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nues, in the whole country, each time better coordi­
na ted on various levels : in the city , on the plain, 
and in the mountains. f£he combination of d.ifferent 
types of the ~.rmed for ces - special, T;lobile, and 
local forces -- is growing also. 

In this stra tegy, the more we fight, the stronger 
we are, and with small forces we are able to cause 
great casualties against the antipatriotic enemy_ 

The operation on January 27 is a good elcample of 
this level. The blowing up of the "Puente de Oro" 
was a demonstra tion of this. 

In politics, the operation against the air force 
. and other mili tary opera tions that were done almost 
. simul taneously in distinct zones around the country 
. (Chalatenango, Hora.zan , Occidente, 03n Vice-n'te, . 

Cabanas, Cerro de .1uazapa , Usulut an , Orient.e, etc.), 
have lifted morale and stimulated the historic 
struggle of our people , just 8,S it has caused confu­
sion and demoralization in the rank and file of the 

. puppet Qrmy. 

'Phe ReactionartJ Sector of the 
Chri'stian Democratic Party 

Some leaders of the rea ctionaI""J Christian­
Democratic party affirm that at the next 
meeting of the Social Democrats in Car~cas 
they will attempt to modify the positive line 
that the organization has towards the people's 
war, a.nd , in particular, about the search for 
a political solution. That is , they are 
totally convinced that they will impose the 
electoral farce in I'1arch. ~fua t do you think 
of that? 

rfue reactionary sector of the Christian Democra­
tic current has already irreversibly compromised it­
self in the eyes of the world, especially Latin 
America , as the unconditional instrument of the most 
abominable politics: the ' politics of genoci.de, ex­
t ermination , and regional and worldwide war. The 
i{orth ..'1Ilerican government is the driving force behind 
these. 

.. t 1~1ha t the r~aotiona.ry, .le;~ders of'. the .Christian 

D;mncra ts , he"·:..ded by the lackey J)Ut'3-rte, are d.olng in 
our coun try i s a.lmost unbel "eva.ble . Jy uncondition­
ally a cceptine the commands from \vashington , they 
have collabors ted 'wi th the puppet army in the mas .... 
sacre of more t han 30 , 000 ci vilians, especially 
women , c.fiildren and the elderly , dl.tring t{.le last 
year. rfuey call themselves Christians and do this 
in a country where the popula tion is tradi t i onally 
Christi8..n. 

Upon demonstra ttne to the 1rlorld its cr i minaI, 
an tipatr.iotic, antidemocrat.ic nature, th.is deeply 
discredited sector of the Christian J)emocr ,tic party 
finds itself isolated from its base just as on. the 
international scene . 

The ele~toral f arce that propitia. ted tne assem­
bly into a glo OO1 political- mi litary strateg~ holds 
a's its principal t enet the extermina t ion of the . 
popula tion by ' nili tary means. 'The electoral .farce 
is a screen meant to distract the world 's a: 'tent ion 
fr 'm the eyer .increasinrs crimes , while a t the same 
t.il ~ 1. t a1 so crerves a,.s a recourse to ea.rn room t 5 



m"" · euve :t~ po i tically , l~ oth .i ternal l,Y· and in t:..l'l1<:.:. ..... 

tinally , by lessening i ts suffoca tillg .isola ion . 
The pr e "ense of elections , a t t he height of he war,. 
i s a desp .. rate a,' tempt tha t 1ilill not re '''ult ';n any 
ki d of constructive so ution and 'Jill be overCOl l . 
by t he 6'rowing poli tic-..al- m.:. ,","itar;'{ action of ... he 
people who are moving tovlards higher. .... evels in their 
~!ar of Pop l.lar Libera ·/ion ..• 

The re[.~ctionar: ChriS ian " Democrati lc£,.ders are 
the last qualified '0 "ud.:;e the a ctive suppor t 0 

tte }.l.~ople , t'ne demoG at ··c a.nd pro€;resC:'ive . ::3 ctors 
of the worl , End the mD.nner in ~ .. :h.ich the .... nte· na-

icna:L ()ocL.tl Demoer·,i. 's (~xp.res· the right to ~:elf­
de ~errnination for I,..he Salv::i ;.0 an 11eop1e . 

The des: re of tr is B .c to:... t,' e . Chr · G ia Demo-
C!'~i.ts is that His inte n··l. tiona u'}port )e ·dor k· . ec~ 
but these ~ n'e d~.! lirioi. s , {esperr'. te ( eslres of men 
'no ha· e D.1re aCiY S ' nken into tn ; aoptho of tneir o-w-n 
c ::'.imes . 

Following in thi s sa:ne, line of lde,.~. f.l t . I 
~..rould like 'to k n6w '.l0u.r opi lion a bo .t the COIn­

pLLeYn C~J ld i th ..T . 0 . pol i cy -' n t he 111)or;lOcra t.i c 
Centr f\l _i r;ler i c~rn. Communit:i" '~t.hai has ,just 'been. 
formed in '.:.le t~~uc i,S'a.lpa. by thf~: cb.a.ncel1or"", of 
CoJ.o li.bi,;,l.. and Vrme zue la. lJoes this dernonstr:·~. -te , 

perhaps , 'tl1f~';";' .\;0rt·h "':.eri ;;:"Y) irn~ , ri::~.li.~m is 
uncompl~0miBi·'10~ , [;l.,nd doos no t wa n t H, poltt .ic:.c l 
so:.ution to the \'lar i n:.;1 S;:·~ lvador'? 

'rb.€' f~overnmerl t o.f G00t:;. Hie ,:, .. hr;,8 co:rml tr;eci. (1 W o.t" 
t·['(~ rHost se:i.ou3 errors a gb.inct t ·.-H:? .i.nt" ref.;t~J 01 J_ 't s 
people , the G n ty;:::,l !~'TIf~rio{n ,PGople , ~}.;.I ·1 t bc "tiorld . 

i.iT';'I:: ;:: l l j.::n Cf:' UE. tween the g'(y\renl~.;~n tG ::::.na the 
:nil i ~~rj,r.·y of Ll ~}" Ivtld.Ot' :-.nd. H Jndurr~.5 , lNb . .ich t s H 8~:-

, c;;i. llcd par of the HCer t:L'c~l ti[f]·" r.ic~.ln D~;fflo c.ra U. c Com­
rmzli t y , !1 i s t.w n.Y~.liz 8..t · on O f ' on , ~f the most drm ­
gerous steps in the wax'l U:c s t ... a t egy of Freel.den.., . 
}i ~ D..{san to interf(::ce !TIi i tarll;t" in ~d Sa.l vador , 
~'.J'i c :-3. ragua, and. t - i()'1l.ite t he \ho1:. re~J:i.on , ir,r}:tich \'Ii11 

n A:':.l]C'e r the p f..: cice of t he e ntire world. 
; ' lh~s step is :"~, firm f Ol.md..·J.t · O:)n fo r Her1(;ar; to i n­

oke the : nt~r:~m8ri cr- n '1.trea. t y f o1. !1eci.proc;;;.l L i.l i ­
,-~ar.Y Aid ~ill.d i".1 e ([en G Cl.lrectly ri t h 8urrogi::. 'te 

troops V·;'3.. o tiler governments F;"g:-a1.!'ls t tHe re ··6Ju"tlonar.T 
r:H)Veme~1t in .:]1 Salvador a .• ::1 ii.l so .:.~.;a inst the fre· ':'1,11.0 

f:)ov(:~. e · -.:. . sta te of ~\ri C ': l"'ai}Ua. • 
.T ~ i s no accIdent t~·t[;!.t ,.' hJB ..... h_S i.mm0dJ [: tcly m·" .. n.i­

.fe:.~ted by the support of .l;.11i5 \.[ar -P~:ict b;~/" hi:: g~lvern­
fi>.::D t;,:.:! G f Co.1. om ;).i.a . and Venezue a. . 

,I n · this sa.lle .1 a..Ylner t he United Sta tes ar:n:I jOil ed 
'vJi.Lh the .pul)_,let Govern:nen ts and a r mies of Cbile , 
.",l'c entiria . '!ru·zu2.Y, Venezuela , C~olo nbL~" (;u£1.i:.ema.·8. , 

(3, ... 110. Hondur a s in or der to prepare f or dir p. c t mili.tr.~.ry 

·ntcr-·,ren t ion . 
;r:he :.;'overnment of Costa B.i ca , for r: .. smal l s ... :cn of 

econ omic c;.id f or i ts i:tTickened e c onomy', f a cili t·: ~ ,es 
1.}-.I. ; S course of reg i onal a g':rI'I?ssion rL"1d war. 

:!Ie tal.-t8 adv an ta{,e of thiD op r, ort uni t y to .'J. lert 
he peo;.J1.cs of the world. of t he irr.f!1i nHD t and. very 

re2.1 d2xlf;er of mili tary inte rvention ret~ulat i by 
the ;>entagon and their puppet r eg imes a:3"ainst t he 
Sal vador en 1)eol.)le . 

A Eevol ut i ona ry 'deddin~ 

Az!!.ong s t 130mbings 

.: JlOwing beforehan . the hig h r evo_utiona r y 
morrIs of t he ~"t ;v1 1N comba tan t s , could :\-'01.1 t ell 
us a \-,far anecdote w .• i ch \·;ould demons -rc~ te 
;'~l 3alvador l ibe r Bt ed.? 7 



i t is difficul t to choose one event , t.:Jflongst so 
ma·n"v acts of her oism, discipl i ne , comba ti.vity , and 
revolutionar y spir i t ;,ihich t he combata.nts l3J:ld the 
or ganized mas ses i n their Pop ular Porces .f a ee dail y 
in the mbst n a t ura l ma.r1.ner, wi t h high revolutiona r y 
sp.iri t, a s pioneers .in the conquest and cont;,tr uction 
of ' a pe a ceful future i 'or t he g r eat majori t Y4. 

l '11e i',~ith i n t he future demons t rated by both t he 
comba tants end the people in the l .it)era t ed sections , 
i n the zones unde r dispute and those occupinCl. by 
the enemy is overlf'lhclminc;. 

One small eX2 •. mple : the 29th of September , 19£31 , 
.in '" crunp i.n t he areOJ of Chala tenango , \'Ie (!ele br a ted 
a poli t.ica l function COTfh'11emOre,ting the heroic death 
of our compa.l1.ero , Apolinari.o 3erJ:.":~.tno (;';hosa name is 
used by thH same fron t ) r::l.nd our cG.mpa.neros };·el .lx J08 -
and "Pi eha. who were lea,der s of the He'" oj utiona.r y Pop­
ular Pr ont. 

The enemy bo.mhtnes by air and d,rt.ilJ.ery h:~d 
-begun ' n that zone a s . el l a s the diaembErkment of 
helieopt(n~ troops in t he va l l ey . Uni ts of t h(-: 
?opul 'lX' Armed Porces of Liberation ( Ii'/ .lJL) - mem­
bers of the J!~'1]~N - were a t tc;Lck5.ng the e nem;y on the 
sides a nd from the rO E1:c; hO~I{ever , we did not. \-/ish 
t o interr. lp t the cornmemora t .i.on . ::l.t the end , t .he 
1<lHdd i ng Cere!lon:y of two combata,nts , Doug las del 
~·';.ando Zona~ and. ~LUG .i.H, had bt:~ en ca r .... i.ed out. I h~id 
been p res0n t ;;:,t a ceremor y. Vl~1 .1. or-I. liQuId. form i~, 11('H.J 

• tylJ·f.? of l~(.:: vol ution;'5:'C~T fn1!lil~/ . 
.1. \>len t over tht~ f).i rsnif ·i c{J.,T1.ce of thJs ~}c : emOD;l"st 

the clemoI' of the battle , t,;"10 comba ta.nts unit:;d theJ.r 
lives in order t,) bette)'. serve the revolu.tion BJ1d 

the int(;.!'ests of +he people ,. founded on ;:.1. 8 i:'Gut 
f1J.ture v:hich is inevi table . 11hin type of fun ci.ion 
frequently is repe;: ted in the libG:C[~ ted ZOnE? IE~ . 

:Nrlil e the bloodthir sty e. em;1J .i s determiJled. to 
continae ,:;enocide , the la.nd is demolished , and the 
11()Imlation is be_tng extf::rminat ed , tr. .e revol ut ionar y 
comba t ants d.nd the DX0H S of support ~~ re e part of a 
da ily , d i ff .i cult and bloody fight , and at thE:; Stune 
time a rc sovli1g the r->eeds . to cons t.x"uct a n(~~l future . 

A r evolution of this type i s one ~hich already i s 
clff irm.cng' Jtsel!' tod{-'~,y , in or-ct(:'!"r th.at i.t ' sha.l1 be 
i rreve r sib1e ard ~ t ha t i t should aclv;::w ce . 

'fhe Difficult f10ments 

~'lha t is the most d i fficult and p2'vinful moment 
h ' h eu ~~ve h~.d to conf ront in the revolution? "" ~ 1.c... y !J.o,. ~_ 

The popular war "Thich s ince 1970 has I i bera.ted the 
Salvador ::n people from the lower to the higher levels 

' is so bloody ;-:.nd bitter against so cruel an enemy, 
t hat t he diff icult and painful moments in each phase 
become the dai ly occurrence which we the leaders 
must f a ce . 

Rov/ever, I ca.Y} say that for me E'n exceptionally 
diffi cult and painful period was when the original 
combatant lec~,ders fell in battle durinG the initia l 
period of the war (the initial plannine years of 
the FPL Foxabundo l1arti" 1970-72): the dea ths of 
/mtonio , :E'errum , Sere io and the grea t union leader 
Jose Dimas Alas y Omar , for severe,l r e a.sons : . 

a . fl'he loss of our companeros \ora,s one of the 
first a c tua l demonstrd tions thpt the chosen route, 
tha.t of the :i,rmed struggle, is bloocly and requires 
sincere dedica tion , forg inG of ne·w areas, and the 
lo-lillinc'ness to g ive one's life for the .interests of 
the people. rrhe slog2J1 If Revolution or Death tl is not 
just a simple phrase. 

b. l'he v/ar was just beginning and uS of yet not 
consolidr:ted. 

l:~v·ery time that a military llLl t or a.ny of the 
groups which are a part of the Fi'11N , CHH , or }?DH 
fo I ls , or one of the daily massacres against our 
people occurs, the feeling of pain, indignation , 
resolution and willingness ·to bring down t he inhu­
mane l a ckeys of the U. 3 . {rover:t1.t'1lent increases. 

T'he ~·1o tives of IL'3.ppiness and :2nthusiasm 

;,\/hi ch a re t he r eaSons of grea.tes t happi­
ness end satisfa.ction? 

There are three elements which give motive to 
"grea ter happiness and enthusiasm for a revolution: 

. a . The increasing pa~ticipation of our people 
in different levels of our political and mili tary 
fight , in three zones of struggl e : · in zones under 
revolutiona ry control, i n zones under dispute, . and 
in t he cities. 9 



b.. . .. The . .gxowing""suc.cesses . of". th,a .popular. ..armed 
orces. 

c. The immense i nternational soli.dari ty for t he 
j ust cause of the El Salvadoran people. 

'l"he Immense Support From 
the North i~.merican People 

How do you assess the international solida;rity 
expressed in f avor of the armed people of El Sal ­
v2~dor? 

~~e solidarity expressed by many of the citizens 
for t he just cause of the people of E1 Salvarlor is 
a determining factor for t he definitive Victory of 
the revoluti on. I t is truly movi ng t o experience 
the ever growing Signs of comba t i ve, active and 
fr~ternal solidarity from many corn~rs of the planet. 
ThlS s upport has been for t hese s i mple people of El 
S~l ~ador" The immense suppor t f r om North iJrller ican 
C.l tJ.zens as well as thei r repudi a tion of t he esca­
lat~ng inte~:ntion of their country i s revea ling . 

vl~rld ~Pl?lon. has pr otested aga inst the gcenocide, ' 
. the lmper.lall.st lntervention in 1::1 Sal vador and the 
w~r monger politics of the v!hi te House as the founda­
t~on of the Pentagon trembles. 'I'he"unrepr essible 
wl.ll of the peoples of the world and the iron will 
of the Salvadoran people t.o attain liberty and self­
determination will be able to destroy the bloody. 
hand of intervention, the genocide and the ext ermi­
nation of' a. nation. 

In the name of the people of li;l Salvador, I give 
you through this means a greatly felt acknowledge­
ment of the fraternal solidarity received from the 

. governments , relie-lollS, poli.tical, and social 
institutions, trade unions and progressive persons . 
All of them make up one invincible fist in support 
of the Salvadoran and Central American people. 

Vi ctor y _:\.Eproa ches 

'NhB,t inf ormation about the grave economi c, 
social , and poli ti cal si tuat i on i n l~l Salvador 
l eads you t o aff inn t hat vi cto"F.,f is near? 

I() Th(~ economic cl"isis i s profound and i rrever sible , 

thE \v'ors t .in the en t i r e his tor y of the coun t r y. rfhe 
gra rin[~ contradicti on;;:.; i n t he center of the' reacti on- ' 

. ary for ces i n recen t months appear to ha.ve i ntensi­
fied.. These contradictions have emerged between the 
Christian Democratic party and the reactionary 
pa.rties and also amons- the business le Pvd(~rs 2nd the 
Christir:n Democra ts. 

~'here are also deep contradictions in the midst 
of the counterrevolutionarJ army. rrhese contradi c­
tions are not only found between the offi cers and 
those in the top of the mi li tary hier archy, but al 'so 
within the rank and file of the army i tself. 

The crisis faces the relentless advancement of 
the revolutionary .forces. 1'he Chris tian-Democra tic­
r~ili tary junta has maintained .i tsel f in power mainly 
because of the support from its imperialist mas t ers. 

The revolutionary blows each time are ever more 
impressive. They deepen the multipl e and irr ever­
sible crises QUd do not let them rest. In t he space 
of a few . months more than 40 bridges have been des­
t royed; among them is the enormous Puente de Oro. 
~lso, more than half of the air force has been des­
troyed. They would need 30 milli on colones onl y t o 
repair the destroyed electric plants and towers . In 
addi tion, <1 great porti on of roads and highways have 
been blocked. 

l~volutionary military a ction, coupled with the 
grot.;ing insurrect i on of the masses , proceeds . 

The present lackeys no longer have any per spec­
tive, ~nd because of this, imperialism hurries its 
measures of intervention. 



If there is further intervention, once again each 
new phase will be destroyed with the support of the 
people of the world. 'The people armed will not be 
defeated. 

A Work for the 'ri tans of Letters 

Your article, written from the combat field 
and published in the magazine IIPor j;~sto, If per­
mitted the people of the world to recognize not 
only your courage but also your talents as a 
\vriter • . Are you thinking of writing more on 
the ' same topic? 

'I'hough I must work ~ithin my limi.tations in the 
di.(ficult art of the expression of written ideas 
and within severe time limitation$, I still feel 
that it would be possible for me to write passages 
of the experiences of the just war of liberation of 
our peopJ,e. 

. Our eA'J)erience in the struggle for Ii bera tion has 
been combatitive, audacious, heroic, and selfless. 
fIne spiri t of sacrifice in the comb2.ti tive masses has 
been such that it would. be impossible to express 
fully all of its greatness. 

The telling of the story of the popular struggle 
for liberation will be the work for the great writers 
in the liberated future. 
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