
















































































54

Therefore. .. the developing nations must be stimulated to develop their own
environmental programs, appropriate to their circunstances (of little poliution).

But a United Nations document of mid-1971 established the point without any ambi-
guity when it states that there is no reason,

...why the developing nations should not specialize more and more in certain
industrial fields. .. that are going to become more expensive for the developed
world because of its growing preocupation with environmental norms.

On the other hand we find that at the end of the 50s, it became evident that the
North American ruling class would negotiate certain tariff agreements with the European
Common Market.

The products from this market would begin to enter the United Stated and Puerto
Rican markets with greater facility when the customs tariffs on them were decreased.
The entrance of these products is eliminatting, by competition, the industries that produce
them in Puerio Rico; which in turn are the industries that generate the most employment.

In addition to this there continued {and continues) the latent danger of high minimum
salaries being established by the US Congress to protect continental enterprises and work-
ers from the competition of the colony. (Industry in the colony is based on superexploita-
tion of the worker which is what produces such a high margen of profit.)

As a direct consequence of the closing of industries and the resulting loss of jobs due
to these two principal factors, the only alternative available within the status quo began
to be implemented in Puerto Rico: the establishment of a new type of industry; Heavy
and semi-heavy industry which, because it was highly competitive, could function without
difficulty under the adverse conditions described  above.

These new industries met their production chiefly by mechanization and therefore
created few new jobs. Thus, for the colonial government to be able to maintain a satis-
factory rhythm in creafing new jobs, it was necessary to establish this type of industry
in Puerto Rico at a rapid, an accelerated rate, as has been the case in recent years. But
this type of heavy and semi-heavy industry also has another big drawback: it is highly
polluting and destructive.

And the coleny, loyally following the policy of the colonizer in its hits and errors,
also failed to forsee meeting the inescapable demands of nature. As a consequence,
along with heavy and semi-heavy industry, it is importing at an accelerated rate, envir-
onmental pollution and destruction and also the cost of combatting them.

This is how the North American policy of exporting pollution and the Puerfo Rican
government's policy of importing it necessarily worked hand in hand throughout the
decade of the 60s, and resulted in what we have called environmental colonialism.

ITS MANIFESTATIONS

The most spectacular manifestation of environmental colonialism has come to light re-
cently: the extraordinary oil project of the Island of Mona which will be an il and
chemical center in addition to a center for storage and distribution by the North Ameri-
cans. Because of its great importance it is necessary fo understand the background of
the project.
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The importance of oil lies in the fact that the different substances of which it is
composed are curently used as the principal source for supplying the energy needs of
the economies of various countries. That is to say, oil is the principal source of the energy

necessary to maintain the economy and permit its growth. With
N . out -
omy dies. 9 ut energy the econ

Energy.hus been kept very cheap until quite recently. But the control of oil prices has
been passing from the hands of the big consumers (United States, Western Europe and
Japan) —which kept them low— into the hands of the producing countries, the poor or
underv-loped countries of the Third World; those which, when they gain f,uH conscious-
ness of the exploitation to which their resources have been subjected, have begun to
raise the prices of oil and other combustibles. I

Moreover, the energy requirements of the US economy are so great and are growing
so rapidly thcf. the country is obliged to import unprecedented quanties of oil and nat-
ural gas, that is _of energy, from the Middle East in the immediate future. The cheapest
way of transporting oil that becomes more expensive all the time, is in giant fcnkérs
that can carry from 300000 up to 600 000 tons per tanker.

But North Amefrica today does not have the ports of 100 or more feet in depth that
the;e mnkers.requn’re. Nor do the North Americans have sufficient oil and chemical instal-
lations to refine this oil. The construction of superports, oil and chemical activity, -as well

as the possibility of accidents with these tankers raise a whole series of formidable envir-
onmental problems.
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This is why the North American ruling class and its subdirectors thought of the Island
of Mona. The formidable environmental problems involved in such a project would be
suffered by the Puerto Ricans and the Dominicans. In addition, the Island of Mona has
sufficiently deep water very close to its coasts and is located very near the North Ameri-
can oil industries in the Caribbean and near the east coast of the United States where
50% of all the energy used in that country is consumed. North American plans for Mona
are a part of the oil policy that has already been assigned to the colonial government of
Puerto Rico; and it is in accord with the policy of the colony as importer of pollution.
In fact, five oil and chemical plants for the island have already been announced, in addi-
tion to the Mona project.

But the plans of the colonial goverment and the big US monopolies for Puerto Rico
go far beyond all this.

In addition to the oil plans, the reports on environmenial impact required by law to
establish aluminum and copper complexes, which differ from each other, are now being
prepared. The beginning of copper exploitation would serve as a precedent that would
open the port to the exploitation of our numerous metal resources all along the Central
Mountain Ridge. Following this same line, which is anti-Puerto Rican and anti-ecological,
15 additional pharmaceutical and other chemical industries have already been announced
for the north of the Island and the spine-chilling number of 15 nuclear reactors up to the
year 2000, to produce electric energy.

Neither more nor less is being prepared than the checkmate to the very existence of
Puerto Ricans, of their environmental surroundings and their natural resources. And this
must be the policy of the Associated Free State, no matter who administers the colonial
government. These are realities that bear the most effective witness to the correctness
of the slogan, “Awake Puerto Rican, defend what is yours™.

Meanwhile, in the present, in 1973, the great experiment that threatens the life and
environment of the Puerto Rican continues.

THE PRESENT

Puerto Rico, its environment, its resources, its people, are the object of a great experi-
ment. An experiment that threatens the life and environmental surroundings of the Puerto
Rican. An experiment that no civilized people have the right to make, and even less for
gain, for the profit and for the power of the ruling class.

Today at this very instant they are dumping simultaneously into the air, the water
and onto the land along the coast of this Island, sulphur bioxide, nitrogen oxide, carbon
monoxide, carbon bioxide, sulphur of hydrogen, hydrocarburates, particles of matter, mer-
cury, tetraethyl of lead, nickel, vanadium, copper, cadmium, zinc, iron, molybdenum, man-
ganese, cobalt, chrome, cyanide, arsenic, silica, acetic acid, sulphuric acid, chlorchydrin
acid, benzene acid ond other organic acids; caustic soda, chlorine gas, chloral, anhy-
drous acid, benzaldehyde, ethylene glucol, sodium sulfate, dichlorodiethyl and a whole
series of organic, floating, foaming, antibiotic agents and a wide range of medi-
cines; a whole family of dyes; DDT and a whole family of biphenyl polycolorants
and other poisons such as torone, aldrin, pp DDT, dieldrin, heptachlor, chlorobenzene,
PONB, almost all capable of producing cancer in the human body, among which DDT,
heptachlor, and dieldrin, are now accumulated in the fats of Puerto Ricans. Others, like
aldrin, dieldrin and hydrazoic acid can cause genetic damage.
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Still others, also brought to Puerto Rico, are capable of producing deformities in un-
born babies, such as phenylmercurial acetate, mercuries, dieldrin, chlordan, parathion,
diazoamino, pp DDT, IPC, PCNB, 2, 4, 5T and 2,4-D, these last used criminally in
Vietnam to deforest and ruin the crops.

It is well to point out that 2, 4, 5T applied to pregnont mice and rats produced
deformations in the eyes of the offspring or even a total absence of eyes and other kidney,
liver or palate deformations and the death of the fetus in most cases. In studies with
2, 4-D, which is extensively used in sugar cane cultivation in Puerfo Rico, it was found
that it produced deformations in the chickens born from the eggs laid by hens that
received as low a dosage of 2, 4-D as 10 parts per million. At high dosages of 2, 4-D
deformations were produced in other laboratory animals with even greater frequency

than with 2, 4, 5T.

Each and every one of these substances, to a grenter or lesser degree, poisons the
Puerto Rican environment and its people. The total weight of all these substances hurled
info our environment totals several million fons a year.

Rut this is still not the whole story. Today, day after day, tankers of up to 100 000
tons enter and leave the ports of the country and, in addition to washing their holds next
to the Island, are in constant danger of accident and the consequent flow of thousands
of tons of oil over our bays and coasts. There are serious problems with the disnosal
of garbage in each and every one of the municipalities on the Island. The continous
felling of mangrove trees con be observed, os well as thermal pollution and a growing
urbon spread over the best agricultural lands. Great highways are built across the Island
for the fundamental benefit of the capitalists. Uncontrolled extraction of sand from rivers
and beaches continues; and a levelling of rivers and a loss in their vertical flow capac-
ity which affects their ability to supply sand to the beaches. Dozens of wells have been
drilled for the big enterprises to inject their powerful poisons into the bowels of the
earth. Excessive and free extraction of potable water reserves is permitted from our reser-
voirs while, on the other hand, the pollution of the other reservoirs is allowed.

INALLY, we cannot fail to mention with indignation, the now famous and frequent
radioactive seepage from the experimental atomic reactor Bonus in Rincon during

the 60 s.

Still other acts of the same type that flagrantly menace the life and security of each
Puerto Rican could be cited: All these facts must be seen today as the primary explana-
tion for the high incidence of cancer, heart and respiratory diseases that are suffered in
Puerto Rico now.

As o direct consequence of all this environmental aggression, there are now many
cases on this tropical island as sad as the severe environmental pollution of Catano; the
absurd location of the Oil and Chemical plant in the Yabucoa valley; the dramatic
reduction in the tonnage of cane —from 40 to 13 tons per acre— and the sugar content
of the syrups, from 9 to 2.8%, in the lands adjacent to the satellite oil and chemical
industry in Arecibo; the figure of 15% mental retardation among children of the towns
of Camuy, Hatillo, Arecibo and Barceloneta; the extraordinary mortality rate from asth-
ma in Barceloneta of 55 persons out of every 100000 inhabitants, with 709% of these
deaths in the Quter Florida neighborhood where the pharmaceutical industries operate;

the high rate of the incidence of cancer in 25 out of 77 of the country's municipalities,
cngl, finally the extremely sad case of the inhabitants of Guayanilla Beach, a village
adjacent to the lands of the CORCO oil and chemical complex.

In this village, o teom of doctors has found abnormalities of an obstructive type
[asthma, emphysema, chronic bronchitis) in the lungs of 30 to 40 of every 100 inhabitants.
These same inhabitants and those of the nearby Magas section have been brutally
a§sauhed by the irresponsibility and inefficiency of the Pillsbury Plate Glass [PPG) indus-
tries and the Waterways Authority. Some 500 inhabitants have had to be given emer-
gency treatment against symptoms of poisoning by repeated escape of gaseous chloride
from the PPG industry located o few hundred meters from these areas. As if this were
nothing, the inhabitants of this municipality (Guavanilla) suffer the daily discharge from
the PPG of tens of pounds of ‘mercury, a highly active poison, on the land, in the air
and waters of the region.

The conclusion is unquestionable: the economic policy assigned to Puerto Rico, which
prqduced marginal benefits for our people and high profits for the foreign investors,
seriously endangers the public and environmental health of our Island.

PROGRESS AND JUSTICE

All this is allowed in the name of what is badly termed “progress”. It is the concept
of “capitalist progress”. No Puerto Rican men or women can any longer honestly accept
the idea that an economic development thai menaces their life and security and the
quality of their lands, the water and air that surround them, and desfroys their most
precious natural resources, can be considered progress.

But the colonialists go much farther in their cynicism. They want to make us believe
that the North American model of economic development practiced by the colony is a



step toward social justice. It is a model that has been applied for the last 20 years in
Puerto Rico and it has not resclved the serious problem of 309% of our labor force being
unemployed, even counting an emigration of a third of our population to the United
States. Tens of thousands of families continue to live in slums, in inadequate housing and
those who live in the urban areas have mortgaged everything. Public health services are
rapidly deteriorating. Drug addiction and alcoholism spread throughout the country and
continue to grow at an impressive rhythm.

The wealth remains above and the people have no hope.

Social justice teday is much farther away than ever before. What is really happen-
ing is that the greater the capitalist development, the longer and more difficult becomes
the road to social justice. The least that can be said about those who honestly believe
shat the North American model of development will bring social justice is tha! they

haven't raiseo! their eyes from the text books for years or that they are innocent victims
of the confusion that colonialism creates.

ONLY ROAD

it i§ the reality of living day after day in Puerto Rico together with the clear and
defermlm.ed action of the independence-minded people that will have to convince the
!’uerfq Rican man and woman that the only escape from the grave national problem
including the environmental problem, will he through independence and sociglism. ‘

o fact, the environmental problems that the great US corporate enterprises and those
in our own back. yard so monstrously create for us represent one more weighty reason
tavoring the thesis that socialism in Puerto Rico, even more than in other countries, will



62

be the precondition for development. That is, without socialism, there can be no real
development.

To achieve social justice, to safisfy the basic and legitimate needs of the socicty,
it is absolutely indispensable to make use of all our natural resources. But, logically, nature
and its resources, in addition to being limited, cannot be altered to the point of cifect
ing man and his well being. That is why we evision the goal of socialism as the forging
of an equilibrium between man ad all his activity, and nature. Is is evident that the
social conirol of the means of production and the overall planning of the country's activ-
ity stand out as the two potentially most effective instruments of socialist structure for
achieving an equilibrium that satisfies the basic and legitimate necessities of the country,
and can maintain these levels indefinitely.

The Puerto Rican Socialist Party {PSP), the party of the working class, is honestly
preoccupied by the brutal aggression to which the tropical environment that we inhabit
is being subjected and with the public health of this Island. Colonial strategies have
pressured us into a course from which it will be very costly and very difficult to depart.
In line with this reality the PSP considers it to be of basic importance to convert the
environmenial problem into one of the Party’s principles. We are evolving an action,
beginning with political-environmental! training as our base, that we will extend to the
working class and the people in general. It will be o task in which no efforts will be
spared.

This is the hour in which the government is feeling the determined action of the people.
For that reason this appeal is not directed to the leadership of the political parties that
support the colony, which form o part of the wealthy minority that participates in the
economic plunder and exploitation. This appeal is made to the people, to the workers,
to all those good Puerto Ricans who, along with their children and their relatives, are
going to struggle to defend their right to live on this Island. These are the only people
truly capable of a prompt and adequate response to the aggression that is attacking
their health, the health of their children, and our environmental surroundings.

20 YEARS AFTER THE ARMISTICE

The North American imperialists supply arms and war equipment of various modern
types to South Korea, where they are extending their military base and carrying out
endless war provocations and military excercises designed to accelerate war preparations.
They are stimulating the south Korean puppets for a miiltary confrontation with the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

The .Yankee_ imperialists are also encouraging Japanese militarists to carry out their
aggressive policy toward Korea.

) Thesg facts are evidence that, while Yankee occupation of south Korea and Yankee
infervention in Korea's internal affairs continue, the independent and peaceful unifica-
tion of Korea cannot be achieved and the south Korean people will not be able to
escape misfortune and suffering.

_The Executive Secrefariat of the Organization of Solidarity of the Peoples of Africa,
Asio and Lotin America, expresses its full support for the five-point proposition for
accelerating the wunification of the country, presented at the second session of the fifth
legislature of the Supreme People’'s Assembly of the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, and actively insists that North American imperialism's aggressor troops be with-
drawn from south Korea without delay and that the “United Nations Commission for the
Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea", which serves as an aggressive instrument, im-
mediately be dissolved.

The Ex.e_cuﬁve Secretariat of OSPAAAL energetically demands that the United Nations
nof_k?e utilized as an aggressive instrument of Yankee imperialism against Korea and
that it revoke all its illegal resolutions passed so far concerning Korea.

On the occasion of the International Month of Solidarity with the Korean People, the
Executive Secretariat of OSPAAAL issues a fervent appeal to all peace-loving govern-
ments and poples, to democratic international organizations, progressive parties, revo-
lutionary and social organizations, to actively support by different forms and methods
of struggle, the just cause of the Korean people for the independeni and peaceful
reunification of the country; and to launch a still more vigorous struggle in demand
Ef the immediate withdrawal of. Yankee imperialism's aggressor troops from south

orea.
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THE VIOLATIONS CONTINUE

The Joint Communique signed in Paris on June 13, 1973, is one more victory achieved
by the Vietnamese people and the peoce-loving forces of the world and of the United
States itself, in the struggle for the fulfillment of the agreement and the consolidation
of peace in Viet Nam.

Howwever, from the time it signed the Joint Communique up to the present, sup-
ported and stimulated by the government of the United States of America, the Saigonese
administration has faunched thousands of occupation operations, accelerating the comple-
tion of the so-called “special pacification” plan, intensifying repression and terrorism
against the people, and at the same time, refusing to respect democratic liberties and
complete the exchange of imprisoned personnel.

The United States continues to carry out bombings against Cambodia and, recently,
the US Sccretary of Defense threatened thot bombings against the DRV would ke
renewed.

These are highly serious violations of the Agreement and of the Communiqué signed
last June 13, and an insolent challenge both to the Vietnamese people and to the
peoples of the world and the United States,

As evidence of its complete identification with the serious position and the affittude
of good will expressed in the Declarations dated June 14 of this year, issued respective-
ly by the government of the DRV and the PRG-RSV, as well as the six-point proposal
presented on June 28 by the delegation of the PRG-RSV in the Consultative Conference
of Paris, the Executive Secretariat of OSPAAAL energetically condemns the United States
and the Saigonese administration for the violations commitied and demands that they
inmediately halt these violtations and fulfill each and all the clauses contained in the
Agreement and the Joint Communique, and that they accept the very constructive and
positive proposals presented by the PRG-RSV.

The Executive Secretariat of OSPAAAL exhorts all its member nations, progressive
governments, people who fight for peace, justice and liberty, and the North American
people, to increase the struggle to demand that the government of the United States
and the Saigonese administration scrupulously fulfill the Paris Agreement on Viet Nam
and, at the same time, to intensify their support to the Vietnamese people in every way
possible, in orden to achieve a solid peace in Viet Nam and safeguard peace in Southeast
Asia and in the world.








