


Th
is 

is 
the

 fi
rst

 p
am

ph
let

 in
 th

e 
Ve

nc
ere

mo
s 

Bri
ga

de
 "C

ub
a 

Va
" S

erie
s, 

de
sig

ne
d 

to
 s

ha
re 

wi
th

 
tho

se
 in

ter
es

ted
 in

 o
ur

 w
ork

, t
he

 ex
pe

rien
ce

s 
an

d 
ac

tivi
tie

s 
of

 th
e 

Bri
ga

de
 as

 w
ell

 as
 w

ha
t w

e 
ha

ve
 

lea
rne

d 
ab

ou
t th

e 
Cu

ba
n 

Re
vo

lut
ion

. 

Ed
uc

atio
na

l C
om

mi
ssi

on
 

Ve
nc

ere
mo

s 
Bri

ga
de

 
G.P

.O.
 B

ox
 31

69
 

Ne
w

 Y
or

k, 
N.

Y.
 10

00
1 

De
si

gn
ed

 b
y 

D
av

id
 G

. B
ra

gi
n 

Th
e 

Ve
nc

ere
mo

s 
Bri

ga
de

 is
 an

 ed
uc

atio
na

l p
roj

ec
t w

hic
h 

sin
ce

 
19

69
 ha

s d
ire

cte
d 

its
 e

ffo
rts

 to
wa

rd
 de

ve
lop

ing
 so

lida
rity

 w
ith

 th
e 

Cu
ba

n 
Re

vo
luti

on
 an

d 
the

 st
rug

gle
s 

ag
ain

st 
U.

S.
 d

om
ina

tion
 in

 th
e 

Th
ird

 W
orl

d.
 

AG
AIN

ST
 TW

O
 B

LO
CK

AD
ES

 
To

 do
 th

is 
we

 ha
ve

 ha
d 

to
 de

fy 
tw

o 
blo

ck
ad

es
: T

hro
ug

h 
the

 fir
st

 
blo

ck
ad

e,
 th

e 
U.

S.
 g

ov
ern

me
nt 

ha
s 

trie
d 

to
 

iso
late

 C
ub

a 
ec

on
om

ica
lly 

an
d 

pre
ve

nt 
U.

S,
 ci

tize
ns

 fro
m

 tr
av

elli
ng

 th
ere

 to
 se

e 
Cu

ba
's 

ac
co

mp
lish

me
nts

 fo
r th

em
se

lve
s. 

Th
e 

Ve
nc

ere
mo

s 
Bri

ga
de

 ha
s 

bro
ke

n 
thi

s 
blo

ck
ad

e.
 W

e 
ha

ve
 s

en
t m

ore
 th

an
 2

,00
0 

No
rth

 
Am

eric
an

s 
to

 C
ub

a, 
no

t j
us

t t
o 

vis
it, 

bu
t 

to
 c

on
trib

ute
 to

 its
 

de
ve

lop
me

nt 
by

 w
ork

ing
 in

 th
e 

ca
ne

fiel
ds

, th
e 

citr
us

 or
ch

ard
s, 

an
d 

in
 

the
 co

ns
tru

ctio
n 

of
 pe

op
le's

 ho
us

ing
. 

Th
e 

oth
er

 b
loc

ka
de

 is
 le

ss
 vi

sib
le 

bu
t e

qu
ally

 re
len

tles
s: 

the
 U

.S.
 

go
ve

rnm
en

t's 
atte

m
pt

 to
 p

rev
en

t a
ll in

for
m

ati
on

 a
bo

ut 
Cu

ba
 fr

om
 

rea
ch

ing
 th

e 
No

rth
 A

me
rica

n 
pe

op
le.

 Th
e 

su
cc

es
sfu

l e
ffo

rts
 o

f th
e 

Cu
ba

n 
pe

op
le 

an
d 

go
ve

rnm
en

t in
 b

uild
ing

 so
cia

lism
 in

 th
eir

 co
un

try
 

in
 th

e 
fac

e 
of

 a
rm

ed
 a

tta
ck

, e
co

no
mi

c 
ag

gre
ssi

on
, a

nd
 p

oli
tic

al 
iso

lat
ion

 by
 th

e 
U.

S.
 ha

ve
 be

en
 co

ns
iste

ntly
 di

sto
rte

d 
an

d 
su

pp
res

se
d 

by
 th

e 
ag

en
cie

s o
f in

for
m

ati
on

 in
 th

is 
co

un
try

. 
To

 br
ea

k 
thi

s 
blo

ck
ad

e 
a m

ajo
r p

art
 o

f o
ur

 w
ork

 is
 de

vo
ted

 to
 

co
nd

uc
ting

 ed
uc

atio
na

l p
rog

ram
s, 

pro
vid

ing
 re

so
urc

e 
m

ate
ria

ls 
an

d 
ex

hib
itin

g 
film

s, 
po

ste
rs,

 s
lide

s 
an

d 
ph

oto
gra

ph
s 

rev
ea

ling
 th

e 
dra

m
atic

 ac
hie

ve
me

nts
 o

f th
e 

Cu
ba

n 
Re

vo
lut

ion
. 

Th
e 

tho
us

an
ds

 o
f 

pro
gre

ssi
ve

 m
en

 a
nd

 w
om

en
 w

ho
 ha

ve
 

pa
rtic

ipa
ted

 in
 th

e 
Bri

ga
de

 ha
ve

 co
me

 fr
om

 a
ll a

rea
s 

of
 th

e 
Un

ited
 

Sta
tes

. M
ore

 th
an

 ha
lf a

re
 B

lac
ks

, P
ue

rto
 R

ica
ns

, C
hic

an
os

, A
sia

ns
 

an
d 

Na
tive

 A
me

rica
ns

. U
nite

d 
by

 th
eir

 co
mm

itm
en

t t
o 

de
mo

ns
tra

te 
the

ir 
su

pp
ort

 fo
r t

he
 C

ub
an

 R
ev

olu
tion

 no
t ju

st 
in

 w
ord

s 
bu

t in
 ha

rd
 

wo
rk,

 th
ey

 h
ave

 co
me

 fro
m

 m
an

y 
po

litic
al 

bo
die

s, 
co

mm
un

ity
 

gro
up

s, 
tra

de
 u

nio
ns

 an
d 

stu
de

nt 
org

an
iza

tion
s. 

Th
e 

Br
iga

de
 h

as
 

giv
en

 th
em

 a 
rar

e 
op

po
rtu

nit
y 

to
 sh

are
 e

xp
erie

nc
es

 an
d 

lea
rn

 fr
om

 
on

e 
an

oth
er.

 
In

 B
riga

de
 af

ter
 B

riga
de

 th
e 

im
po

rta
nc

e 
of

 de
ve

lop
ing

 th
is 

un
ity

 
mo

re
 fu

lly
 ba

ck
 in

 th
e 

Un
ited

 S
tate

s 
is 

dri
ve

n 
ho

me
 by

 th
e 

ex
am

ple
 

of
 th

e 
Cu

ba
n 

pe
op

le 
the

ms
elv

es
. 



TH
E 

RO
OT

S 
OF

 T
HE

 VE
NC

ER
EM

OS
 B

RI
GA

DE
 

In
 th

e 
de

cad
e 

of
 th

e 
60

's 
the

 fie
rce

 co
ntr

ad
icti

on
s 

un
de

rlyi
ng

 
Am

eric
an

 s
oc

iety
 c

ou
ld 

no
 lo

ng
er

 b
e 

co
ve

red
 u

p.
 In

eq
ua

lity
, 

se
gre

ga
tion

, o
pp

res
sio

n, 
po

ve
rty

, i
nfl

ati
on

, re
pre

ss
ion

 a
t h

om
e 

an
d 

a 
br

uta
l, 

an
ti-d

em
oc

rat
ic 

po
licy

 ab
roa

d 
pro

du
ce

d 
a 

so
cia

l a
nd

 p
oli

tic
al

 
up

he
av

al 
tha

t s
ho

ok
 th

e 
na

tio
n.

 
W

e, 
wh

o 
pa

rtic
ipa

ted
 in

 th
e 

civ
il r

igh
ts 

mo
ve

me
nt,

 th
e 

ba
ttle

s 
for

 
se

lf-d
ete

rm
ina

tion
 o

f B
lac

k, 
Ch

ica
no

, N
ativ

e 
Am

eric
an

 an
d 

Pu
ert

o 
Ric

an
 p

eo
ple

, t
he

 st
ud

en
t p

rot
es

ts,
 th

e 
an

ti-w
ar

 m
ov

em
en

t, t
he

 fig
ht

 
for

 w
om

en
's 

lib
er

ati
on

, c
ou

ld 
ne

ve
r a

ga
in 

be
 co

nv
inc

ed
 th

at
 o

ur
 

so
cie

ty 
co

uld
 be

 h
ea

led
 w

ith
ou

t d
ee

p 
an

d 
fun

da
m

en
tal

 ch
an

ge
. W

e 
be

ga
n 

to
 lo

ok
 ou

tsid
e 

the
 bo

rde
rs

 o
f th

e 
Un

ited
 S

tate
s 

tow
ard

s 
tho

se
 

wh
o 

we
re

 alr
ea

dy
 b

uild
ing

 so
cie

ties
 of

 ju
sti

ce
, e

qu
alit

y 
an

d 
hu

ma
n 

dig
nit

y: 
we

 w
ere

 re
ad

y 
to

 le
arn

 fro
m

 th
eir

 ex
am

ple
s. 

Nin
ety

 m
iles

 fro
m

 o
ur

 sh
ore

s, 
blo

ck
ad

ed
 a

nd
 b

lac
ke

d 
ou

t b
y 

the
 

ve
ry 

go
ve

rnm
en

t w
ho

se
 po

licie
s w

e 
we

re
 le

arn
ing

 to
 qu

es
tion

, w
as

 
Cu

ba
-th

e 
on

ly 
so

cia
list

 co
un

try
 in

 th
e 

W
es

tern
 H

em
isp

he
re.

 W
e 

we
re

 
wi

llin
g 

to
 a

ctiv
ely

 de
fy 

the
 U

.S.
 go

ve
rnm

en
t b

y 
tra

ve
llin

g 
to

 C
ub

a 
be

cau
se

 w
e 

kn
ew

 th
at

 th
e 

U.
S.

 pe
op

le 
in

 ge
ne

ral
 w

ere
 no

w
 m

ore
 

rec
ep

tive
 th

an
 e

ve
r b

efo
re

 to
 th

e 
tru

th
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

Cu
ba

n 
Re

vo
luti

on
 

tha
t w

e 
we

re
 de

ter
m

ine
d 

to
 b

rin
g 

ba
ck

 w
ith

 us
. 

It 
wa

s 
in

 th
is 

co
nte

xt 
tha

t th
e 

firs
t c

on
ting

en
t o

f th
e 

Ve
nc

ere
mo

s 
Bri

ga
de

 tra
ve

lled
 to

 C
ub

a. 
G

eo
rg

e 
Co

he
n 

W
OR

KIN
G

 A
ND

 LE
AR

NI
NG

 IN
 C

UB
A 

Th
e 

firs
t 

20
7 

No
rth

 A
me

rica
ns

 a
rriv

ed
 in

 C
ub

a 
in

 D
ec

em
be

r 
19

69
. T

he
y 

we
re

 to
 p

art
icip

ate
 in

 th
e 

his
tor

ic 
"T

en
 M

illio
n 

To
n"

 
sug

ar
 h

arv
es

t, 
a 

ma
ssiv

e 
na

tio
na

l e
ffo

rt 
to

 ra
ise

 e
no

ug
h 

ca
pit

al 
fro

m
 

the
 sa

le 
of

 su
ga

r t
o 

allo
w

 C
ub

a 
to

 fu
rth

er
 de

ve
lop

 o
the

r a
rea

s 
of

 its
 

ec
on

om
y: 

to
 bu

ild
 m

ore
 fa

cto
rie

s, 
bu

y 
ne

w
 eq

uip
m

en
t, a

nd
 d

ive
rsi

fy 
ag

ric
ult

ure
. 

To
 fu

lly
 a

pp
rec

iate
 th

e 
sig

nifi
ca

nc
e 

of
 th

is 
eff

or
t, 

the
 N

ort
h 

Am
eric

an
s h

ad
 to

 kn
ow

 so
me

thin
g 

ab
ou

t C
ub

a's
 h

ist
or

y:
 w

hy
 w

as
 

thi
s 

en
orm

ou
s 

eff
ort

 ne
ce

ssa
ry?

 
W

hen
 th

e 
Re

vo
lut

ion
 tri

um
ph

ed
 in

 1
95

9,
 th

e 
Cu

ba
n 

pe
op

le 
inh

eri
ted

 a
 co

un
try

 al
m

os
t, c

om
ple

tely
 co

ntr
olle

d 
an

d 
do

m
ina

ted
 by

 
the

 U
nite

d 
Sta

tes
. U

.S.
 co

rpo
rat

ion
s 

ow
ne

d 
the

 m
ajo

r 
ind

us
tria

l, 
ag

ric
ult

ura
l a

nd
 u

tili
ty

 fir
m

s. 
To

 p
rot

ec
t th

es
e 

ec
on

om
ic 

inte
res

ts 
the

 
U.

S.
 G

ov
ern

me
nt 

m
an

ipu
late

d 
the

 C
ub

an
 go

ve
rnm

en
t a

lm
os

t a
t w

ill.
 

Ric
h 

No
rth

 A
m

eric
an

s 
ha

d 
tur

ne
d 

Cu
ba

 in
to

 t
he

ir 
"is

lan
d 

pla
yg

rou
nd

," 
cre

atin
g 

va
st 

ind
us

trie
s 

aro
un

d 
ga

m
blin

g,
 p

ros
titu

tio
n 

an
d 

dru
gs

. 
Fo

r th
e 

Cu
ba

n 
pe

op
le,

 U
.S.

 co
ntr

ol 
of

 th
eir

 na
tur

al 
res

ou
rce

s 
an

d 
the

ir 
live

s 
me

an
t p

ov
ert

y, 
illit

er
ac

y 
an

d 
ho

pe
les

sn
es

s. 
Be

for
e 

the
 

Re
vo

luti
on

 m
os

t o
f t

he
 ag

ric
ult

ura
l w

ork
 fo

rce
 w

as
 u

ne
mp

loy
ed

 9
 

mo
nth

s 
of

 th
e 

ye
ar;

 le
ft t

o 
live

 at
 ne

ar
 st

arv
ati

on
 le

ve
l. 

Le
ss

 th
an

 h
alf

 
of

 th
e 

sch
oo

l-ag
e 

ch
ildr

en
 a

tte
nd

ed
 s

ch
oo

l. T
he

re
 w

as
 on

ly 
on

e 
rur

al 

G
eo

rg
e 

Co
he

n 



ho
sp

ita
l in

 a
ll o

f C
ub

a. 
In

 Ja
nu

ary
 19

59
 w

he
n 

Fid
el 

Ca
stro

 m
arc

he
d 

int
o 

Ha
van

a 
at

 th
e 

he
ad

 of
 th

e 
po

pu
lar

 re
vo

luti
on

ary
 fo

rce
s, 

the
 

se
izu

re
 o

f p
ow

er
 op

en
ed

 th
e 

wa
y 

for
 th

e 
Cu

ba
n 

pe
op

le 
to

 de
ve

lop
 an

 
ind

ep
en

de
nt 

ec
on

om
y 

tha
t 

co
uld

 m
ee

t t
he

ir 
ne

ed
s. 

Th
e 

Un
ited

 
Sta

tes
 h

ad
 l

eft
 

the
m

 a
 s

tun
ted

 a
nd

 d
efo

rm
ed

 e
co

no
my

: 
rec

on
str

uc
ting

 it 
wo

uld
 be

 th
e 

co
un

try
's 

ma
in 

tas
k f

or
 m

an
y 

ye
ars

. 
Th

e 
No

rth
 A

me
rica

ns
 fo

un
d 

the
ms

elv
es

 p
art

 of
 an

 un
pre

ce
de

nte
d 

po
pu

lar
 m

ob
iliz

ati
on

 in
vo

lvin
g 

alm
os

t e
ve

ry 
Cu

ba
n 

citi
ze

n 
in

 so
me

 
wa

y. 
Ca

ne
-cu

ttin
g,

 o
nc

e 
the

 m
os

t t
ort

uo
us

 an
d 

de
gra

din
g 

oc
cu

pa
tion

 
a 

Cu
ba

n 
co

uld
 ha

ve
, b

eca
me

 a
 sp

irite
d 

an
d 

pa
trio

tic
 e

ffo
rt 

sh
are

d 
no

t 
on

ly 
by

 C
ub

an
s w

ho
 ha

d 
ne

ve
r b

ee
n 

in
 a

 ca
ne

fiel
d 

be
for

e 
bu

t b
y 

ca
ne

-cu
ttin

g 
brig

ad
es

 fro
m

 a
ll p

art
s 

of
 th

e 
wo

rld
. 

Th
e 

Se
co

nd
 V

en
ce

rem
os

 B
riga

de
, w

hic
h 

arr
ive

d 
to

 he
lp 

co
mp

lete
 

the
 H

arv
es

t o
f t

he
 T

en
 M

illio
n 

To
ns

, b
rou

gh
t 

the
 la

rge
st 

sin
gle

 
co

ntin
ge

nt
 of

 N
ort

h 
Am

eric
an

s, 
ov

er
 70

0,
 to

 C
ub

a 
in

 F
eb

rua
ry 

19
70

. 
Ev

en
 w

ith
 th

is 
trem

en
do

us
 e

ffo
rt,

 o
nly

 S
Vi

 to
ns

 o
f c

an
e 

we
re

 
ha

rve
ste

d 
tha

t 
ye

ar
 (s

till
 th

e 
larg

es
t h

arv
es

t i
n 

Cu
ba

n 
his

tor
y),

 
un

de
rsc

orin
g 

ho
w

 lo
ng

 a
nd

 d
iffic

ult
 w

ou
ld 

be
 th

e 
pa

th
 o

ut
 o

f 
un

de
rde

ve
lop

me
nt.

 T
he

 sp
irit

 in
 C

ub
a 

wa
s 

no
t o

ne
 of

 d
efe

at;
 th

e 
po

pu
lar

 s
log

an
 be

cam
e 

"T
ur

n 
Se

tba
ck

 in
to

 V
ict

or
y."

 T
he

 C
ub

an
 

pe
op

le 
dir

ec
ted

 th
e 

sam
e 

en
erg

y 
an

d 
de

dic
atio

n 
to

 st
ren

gth
en

ing
 ot

he
r 

are
as

 o
f th

e 
ec

on
om

y. 
Th

e 
Th

ird
 co

ntin
ge

nt
 o

f t
he

 V
en

ce
rem

os
 B

riga
de

 jo
ine

d 
yo

un
g 

pe
op

le 
fro

m
 a

ll o
ve

r C
ub

a 
to

 d
ev

elo
p 

the
 ric

h 
an

d 
fer

tile
 Is

le 
of

 
Pin

es
, re

na
me

d 
the

 "I
sle

 o
f Y

ou
th"

 in
 ho

no
r o

f t
ho

se
 w

ho
 w

ere
 

tur
nin

g 
it 

int
o 

the
 c

itru
s-p

rod
uc

ing
 c

en
ter

 o
f 

Cu
ba

. T
he

 Is
le's

 
orc

ha
rds

 w
ou

ld 
yie

ld 
en

ou
gh

 b
oth

 to
 s

up
ply

 a
ll 

of
 C

ub
a 

wi
th

 
ora

ng
es

, le
mo

ns
 an

d 
gra

pe
fru

it a
nd

 to
 e

xp
ort

 th
e 

su
rpl

us
 in

 ex
ch

an
ge

 
for

 ne
ed

ed
 ca

pit
al.

 
Th

e 
tho

us
an

ds
 o

f y
ou

ng
 C

ub
an

s 
wo

rkin
g 

on
 th

e 
Isle

 o
f Y

ou
th

 ga
ve

 
to

 th
e 

Br
iga

dis
tas

 an
 id

ea
 o

f w
ha

t C
he

 G
ue

va
ra 

me
an

t w
he

n 
he

 ta
lke

d 
ab

ou
t t

he
 "n

ew
 m

an
" t

ha
t C

ub
a's

 R
ev

olu
tion

 w
ou

ld 
cre

ate
. T

he
y 

ha
d 

lef
t th

eir
 ho

me
 to

wn
s 

an
d 

fam
ilie

s 
to

 co
me

 to
 th

e 
citr

us
 or

ch
ard

s 
be

cau
se

 th
ey

 u
nd

ers
too

d 
tha

t t
he

 R
ev

olu
tion

 ne
ed

ed
 th

em
 th

ere
. 

Th
ey

 w
ork

ed
 p

rou
dly

, o
ffe

rin
g 

the
ir 

tale
nts

 an
d 

ab
ilitie

s t
o 

de
ve

lop
 

the
ir s

oc
iety

 as
 a 

wh
ole

, n
ot

 ju
st

 fo
r in

div
idu

al 
ga

in.
 

Th
e 

firs
t 

fou
r B

riga
de

s, 
thr

ou
gh

 th
eir

 w
ork

 in
 he

lpin
g 

to
 de

ve
lop

 
Cu

ba
's 

ag
ric

ult
ure

, h
ad

 sh
are

d 
in

 o
ne

 as
pe

ct 
of

 b
rea

kin
g 

ou
t o

f 
un

de
rde

ve
lop

m
en

t-d
ev

elo
pin

g 
the

 ba
se

 up
on

 w
hic

h 
the

 c
ou

ntr
y's

 
ec

on
om

y 
co

uld
 pr

os
pe

r. 
Bu

t u
nd

erd
ev

elo
pm

en
t h

as
 a

no
the

r fa
ce

: a
 

mi
se

rab
le 

sta
nd

ard
 o

f li
vin

g 
for

 th
e 

va
st 

m
ajo

rity
. 

By
 19

70
 th

e 
Re

vo
luti

on
 ha

d 
en

su
red

 th
at

 ev
ery

 C
ub

an
 ci

tize
n 

ha
d 

a 
job

, c
lot

hin
g,

 en
ou

gh
 to

 ea
t, 

me
dic

al 
ca

re
 an

d 
ed

uc
atio

n.
 T

he
 m

os
t 

dif
fic

ult
 m

ate
ria

l n
ee

d 
wa

s 
sti

ll 
un

so
lve

d: 
the

 d
es

pe
rate

 ne
ed

 fo
r 

de
ce

nt 
ho

us
ing

 in
 th

e 
cit

y 
an

d 
co

un
try

sid
e 

alik
e.

 
Be

for
e 

19
59

 m
os

t 
Cu

ba
ns

 liv
ed

 in
 th

atc
he

d 
hu

ts 
in

 th
e 

co
un

try
sid

e 
ca

lled
 "b

oh
ios

" (
loo

ke
d 

up
on

 by
 ric

h 
Ya

nk
ee

 to
uri

sts
 as

 
"p

ictu
res

qu
e"

) a
nd

 in
 sh

an
ty 

tow
ns

 ne
ar

 th
e 

ma
jor

 c
itie

s. 
Th

ese
 

ho
me

s 
we

re
 w

ith
ou

t e
lec

tric
ity

 a
nd

 p
lum

bin
g;

 so
me

 in
 th

e 
urb

an
 

are
as

 w
ere

 lit
er

all
y 

co
ns

tru
cte

d 
fro

m
 f

lat
ten

ed
 t

in
 c

an
s 

an
d 

ca
rdb

oa
rd

 bo
xe

s. 
No

w
 fo

r t
he

 fir
st

 tim
e 

the
 C

ub
an

 R
ev

olu
tion

 h
ad

 th
e 

ec
on

om
ic 

ca
pa

city
 to

 m
ake

 th
e 

co
ns

tru
ctio

n 
of

 ne
w

 h
ou

sin
g 

a 
ma

jor
 p

rio
rity

 
for

 th
e 

co
un

try
. 

It 
wa

s 
thi

s 
eff

or
t 

tha
t 

the
 F

ifth
 a

nd
 S

ixth
 

co
ntin

ge
nts

 o
f th

e 
Ve

nc
ere

mo
s 

Bri
ga

de
 co

ntr
ibu

ted
. 

5 

To
 a

cc
om

plis
h 

thi
s 

ba
ck

-br
ea

kin
g 

tas
k 

an
 en

tire
ly 

ne
w

 u
nit

 o
f 

lab
or

 w
as

 cr
ea

ted
: t

he
 "m

icr
o-b

rig
ad

es
." 

Pe
op

le 
fro

m
 fa

cto
rie

s, 
sch

oo
ls 

an
d 

farm
s—

all 
of

 w
ho

m
 co

uld
 no

t b
e 

sp
are

d 
to

 co
ns

tru
ct 

ne
w

 
ho

us
ing

—
form

ed
 sm

all
 vo

lun
tee

r g
rou

ps
 to

 ca
rry

 ou
t c

on
str

uc
tion

 
wh

ile
 th

eir
 fe

llow
 w

ork
ers

 ba
cke

d 
the

m
 up

 by
 w

ork
ing

 ha
rde

r 
to

 
m

ain
tain

 th
e 

pro
du

ctio
n 

lev
el.

 In
 th

is 
wa

y 
ov

er
 4

0,0
00

 ne
w

 ho
use

s 
we

re
 b

uil
t d

uri
ng

 19
73

. B
y 

19
80

 10
0,0

00
 ne

w
 h

ou
sin

g 
un

its
 a

 ye
ar

 
wi

ll b
e 

bu
ilt.

 
Bri

ga
de

s F
ive

 an
d 

Six
 jo

ine
d 

Cu
ba

n 
mi

cro
-br

iga
de

s 
to

 b
uild

 th
e 

ne
w

 to
wn

 o
f 

Lo
s 

Na
ran

jos
, o

uts
ide

 H
av

an
a, 

wh
ich

 w
ill 

inc
lud

e 
wo

rke
rs'

 h
ou

sin
g,

 sc
ho

ols
, s

tor
es

, r
ec

rea
tion

 ce
nte

rs,
 an

d 
m

ed
ica

l 
fac

iliti
es

. 
Mu

ch
 o

f 
the

 w
ork

 a
t 

Lo
s 

Na
ran

jos
 is

 be
ing

 do
ne

 b
y 

int
ern

ati
on

al 
brig

ad
es

. 



A 
TO

UR
 W

ITH
OU

T 
TO

UR
IST

S 
Th

e 
tw

o-w
ee

k t
rip

 ac
ros

s C
ub

a 
tha

t e
ach

 Br
iga

de
 ta

ke
s 

aft
er

 its
 

wo
rk

 pe
rio

d 
ser

ves
 to

 fo
rtif

y 
the

 un
de

rsta
nd

ing
 ga

ine
d 

by
 w

ork
ing

 
sid

e 
by

 sid
e 

wi
th

 th
e 

Cu
ba

n 
pe

op
le.

 
In

 ev
ery

 p
rov

inc
e 

the
 B

riga
dis

tas
 m

ee
t t

he
 po

litic
al

 lea
de

rs 
of

 th
e 

tow
n—

the
 Y

ou
ng

 C
om

mu
nis

ts 
an

d 
the

 C
ub

an
 C

om
mu

nis
t 

Pa
rty

. 
Th

ere
 is

 tim
e 

to
 ta

lk 
wi

th
 tra

de
 un

ion
 m

em
be

rs 
in

 th
e 

fac
tor

ies
, 

me
mb

ers
 of

 th
e 

W
om

en
's 

Fe
de

rat
ion

, c
om

m
un

ity
 m

em
be

rs 
in

 th
e 

loc
al 

blo
ck

 c
om

m
itte

es
, 

the
 Y

ou
ng

 P
ion

ee
rs 

(th
e 

ch
ildr

en
's 

org
an

iza
tion

) a
nd

 ev
en

 to
 go

 in
to

 ho
me

s 
an

d 
tal

k 
wi

th
 fa

m
ilie

s. 
It 

isn
't 

ma
gic

 th
at

 p
rop

els
 a 

wh
ole

 pe
op

le 
int

o 
vo

lun
tee

r 
wo

rk
 

pro
jec

ts,
 m

icro
-br

iga
de

s, 
sc

ho
ol 

co
ns

tru
ctio

n-a
nd

 c
an

e-c
utt

ing
; t

ha
t 

pro
du

ce
s 

a p
ari

oti
sm

, e
xp

res
se

d 
no

t in
 fla

g-w
av

ing
 a

nd
 rh

eto
ric

 b
ut

 
in

 g
ett

ing
 u

p 
at

 6
 in

 th
e 

m
orn

ing
, e

nth
us

ias
tica

lly
 a

nd
 w

ith
 

de
ter

m
ina

tio
n,

 to
 b

uild
 a

 h
ou

se
 fo

r 
a 

co
-w

ork
er.

 Fr
om

 w
ork

ing
, 

tra
ve

llin
g 

an
d 

tal
kin

g,
 it

 be
com

es
 cl

ea
r to

 ev
ery

 B
rig

ad
ista

 th
at

 w
ha

t 
pro

pe
ls 

the
 C

ub
an

 p
eo

ple
 is

 th
eir

 in
vo

lve
m

en
t a

t a
ll le

ve
ls 

of
 ru

nn
ing

 
the

ir 
so

cie
ty 

on
 a

 b
as

is 
of

 t
rue

 e
qu

alit
y. 

Th
e 

ve
stig

es
 o

f 
dis

cri
m

ina
tio

n 
an

d 
se

gre
ga

tion
 b

y 
co

lor
 an

d 
se

x, 
cre

ate
d 

by
 S

pa
nis

h 
co

lon
iali

sm
 a

nd
 U

.S.
 d

om
ina

tio
n,

 a
re

 b
ein

g 
de

cis
ive

ly 
pu

sh
ed

 ou
t o

f 
the

 so
cie

ty.
 

Th
e 

sha
pe

 of
 th

e 
so

cie
ty 

to
 co

me
 is

 fo
rm

ed
 in

 th
e 

sch
oo

ls 
of

 
tod

ay
. T

he
 fo

rm
er

 ex
clu

sio
n 

of
 A

fro
-C

ub
an

s 
an

d 
wo

me
n 

fro
m

 th
e 

ed
uc

atio
na

l s
yst

em
 e

ffe
ctiv

ely
 ke

pt
 th

em
 fro

m
 eq

ua
l p

art
icip

ati
on

 in
 

run
nin

g 
the

 co
un

try
. I

n 
19

58
 le

ss
 th

an
 h

alf
 of

 C
ub

a's
 c

hild
ren

 e
ven

 
att

en
de

d 
ele

me
nta

ry 
sc

ho
ol.

 1
97

2 
saw

 98
.5%

 of
 al

l c
hild

ren
 e

nro
lled

. 
Ne

w
 sc

ho
ols

 fo
r o

ve
r 1

00
,00

0 
stu

de
nts

 w
ere

 co
ns

tru
cte

d 
in

 1
97

3 
alo

ne
. 

Ma
ny

 o
f th

es
e 

we
re

 sc
ho

ols
 o

f a
n 

en
tire

ly 
ne

w
 ty

pe
: th

e 
Sc

ho
ols

 
in

 th
e 

Co
un

try
sid

e.
 H

ere
 a

n 
inte

gra
ted

 ed
uc

atio
n 

is 
be

ing
 w

ork
ed

 ou
t 

wh
ere

 stu
de

nts
 a

tte
nd

 cl
ass

es
 h

alf
 th

e 
da

y 
an

d 
do

 a
gri

cu
ltu

ral
 w

ork
 

the
 ot

he
r h

alf
. W

ork
 an

d 
stu

dy
 tog

eth
er,

 th
e 

Cu
ba

ns
 be

liev
e,

 pr
od

uc
e 

a 
pe

rso
n 

ful
ly 

ca
pa

ble
 o

f 
co

ntr
ibu

tin
g 

to
 a

 so
cie

ty 
in

 w
hic

h 
the

 
ar

tifi
cia

l d
ist

inc
tio

n 
be

twe
en

 m
an

ua
l a

nd
 m

en
tal

 la
bo

r i
s 

be
ing

 
eh

m
ina

ted
. 

W
HA

T 
TH

E 
BR

IG
AD

E 
ME

AN
S 

TO
 C

UB
A 

On
 M

ay
 1

, 
19

73
 a

 s
ing

ula
r 

ho
no

r 
wa

s 
co

nfe
rre

d 
on

 th
e 

Ve
nc

ere
mo

s 
Bri

ga
de

 w
he

n 
it 

wa
s i

nv
ite

d 
to

 m
arc

h 
in

 C
ub

a's
 M

ay
 D

ay
 

Pa
rad

e. 
Th

is 
wa

s 
the

 fir
st

 tim
e 

No
rth

 Am
eric

an
s 

ha
d 

pa
rtic

ipa
ted

 in
 

Cu
ba

's 
ce

leb
rat

ion
 m

ark
ing

 th
e 

wo
rld

 w
ide

 da
y 

of
 s

olid
ari

ty 
for

 
wo

rkin
g 

pe
op

le.
 

Ha
vin

g 
wr

es
ted

 th
eir

 ow
n 

fre
ed

om
 fr

om
 e

xp
loit

ati
on

 an
d 

for
eig

n 
do

m
ina

tion
, t

he
 C

ub
an

 pe
op

le 
de

ep
ly 

ide
nti

fy 
wi

th
 th

os
e 

wh
o 

in
 

oth
er

 c
ou

ntr
ies

 ar
e 

ca
rry

ing
 ou

t t
he

 sa
me

 st
rug

gle
. T

ho
ug

h 
he

r 
res

ou
rce

s 
are

 lim
ite

d,
 C

ub
a 

ha
s 

pro
vid

ed
 e

co
no

mi
c 

an
d 

pe
rso

na
l a

id 
to

 th
e 

pe
op

le 
of

 m
an

y 
oth

er
 co

un
trie

s. 
Be

for
e 

the
 P

op
ula

r U
nit

y 
go

ve
rnm

en
t o

f S
alv

ad
or

 A
llen

de
 in

 C
hile

 
wa

s 
ov

ert
hro

wn
 b

y a
 fa

sc
ist

 co
up

, t
he

 C
ub

an
 p

eo
ple

 d
on

ate
d 

a 
pa

rt 
of

 th
eir

 su
ga

r r
ati

on
, f

ree
, to

 th
at

 st
rug

glin
g 

na
tio

n.
 

Th
ey

 ha
ve

 m
an

y 
tim

es
 vo

ice
d 

the
ir 

de
sire

 to
 gi

ve
, n

ot
 o

nly
 th

eir
 

su
ga

r, 
bu

t 
if 

ne
ces

sar
y 

the
ir 

live
s 

as
 w

ell
, i

n 
su

pp
ort

 o
f t

he
 

Vie
tna

me
se

 st
rug

gle
 fo

r s
ov

ere
ign

ty.
 A

t th
e 

he
igh

t o
f th

e 
wa

r, 
Cu

ba
n 

m
ed

ica
l te

am
s 

tra
ve

lled
 to

 N
ort

h 
Vie

tna
m

, s
erv

ing
 in

 ho
sp

ital
s a

nd
 

clin
ics

 un
de

r h
ea

vy
 bo

m
bin

g 
att

ac
ks

. 
Int

ern
ati

on
alis

m
 is

 a
 liv

ing
 fo

rce
 in

 C
ub

a 
tod

ay
. C

ub
an

 to
wn

s, 
clin

ics
 a

nd
 sc

ho
ols

 b
ea

r t
he

 na
me

s o
f V

ietn
am

es
e 

he
roe

s, 
La

tin
 

Am
eric

an
 b

att
le 

site
s, 

m
art

yrs
 an

d 
lea

de
rs 

of
 lib

er
ati

on
 m

ov
em

en
ts 

the
 w

orl
d 

ov
er.

 
Th

e 
wo

rds
 a

nd
 d

ee
ds

 o
f th

e 
Cu

ba
n 

go
ve

rnm
en

t a
nd

 p
eo

ple
 h

ave
 

ma
de

 it
 a

 p
ow

erf
ul 

ex
am

ple
 o

f b
rav

ery
 in

 th
e 

fac
e 

of
 at

tac
k, 

dig
nit

y 
in

 th
e 

fac
e 

of
 s

lan
de

r, 
an

d 
ste

ad
fas

tne
ss

 b
efo

re
 d

efe
ats

 an
d 

rev
ers

als
—

to 
all

 ot
he

r n
atio

ns
 an

d 
pe

op
le 

str
ug

glin
g 

for
 so

ve
rei

gn
ty,

 
pe

ac
e, 

fre
ed

om
 an

d 
so

cia
lism

. 
Th

e 
Ve

nc
ere

mo
s 

Bri
ga

de
 is

 on
e 

ex
pre

ss
ion

 o
f t

his
 sp

irit
. F

or
 4

 
ye

ars
 it 

ha
s 

be
en

 th
e 

me
ans

 by
 w

hic
h 

the
 na

tio
n 

of
 C

ub
a 

exp
res

ses
 its

 
res

pe
ct 

an
 so

lida
rity

 w
ith

 us
, th

e 
No

rth
 A

me
rica

n 
pe

op
le.

 
IN

 TH
E 

U.
S.:

 M
AK

IN
G

 TH
E 

BR
IG

AD
E 

CO
UN

T 
Af

ter
 2

 m
on

ths
 aw

ay
 fr

om
 th

e 
U.

S.,
 st

ep
pin

g 
off

 th
e 

Cu
ba

n 
sh

ip 
on

to
 N

ort
h 

Am
eric

an
 s

oil
 ha

s 
be

en
 de

sc
ribe

d 
by

 m
an

y 
Br

iga
dis

tas
 as

 
ste

pp
ing

 ba
ck

 in
to

 an
oth

er
 w

orl
d.

 A
 w

orl
d 

of
 hi

gn
 pr

ice
s, 

ne
on

 sig
ns

, 
dru

gs
, u

ne
m

plo
ym

en
t, 

ma
fia

 ra
ck

ete
ers

, s
pe

ed
-up

s, 
lay

-of
fs,

 c
orr

up
t 

po
litic

ian
s 

an
d 

a t
ho

us
an

d 
an

d 
on

e 
da

ily
 fru

str
ati

on
s. 

A 
wo

rld
 o

f 
rac

ism
, o

f m
ise

ry 
ne

xt 
do

or
 to

 w
ea

lth
, o

f m
illio

ns
 o

f p
eo

ple
 w

ho
 ar

e 
sim

ply
 try

ing
 to

 "m
ak

e 
it."

 
In

 th
e 

m
ids

t o
f t

his
, h

ow
 do

 yo
u 

te
ll 

pe
op

le 
in

 Lo
s 

An
ge

les
, 

Ho
us

ton
, A

tla
nta

, C
hic

ag
o 

an
d 

Ne
w

 Y
ork

 ab
ou

t C
ub

a?
 H

ow
 do

 yo
u 

ge
t it

 ac
ros

s 
tha

t C
ub

a, 
a 

sm
all

 an
d 

un
de

rde
ve

lop
ed

 co
un

try
 on

ly 
90

 
mi

les
 aw

ay
 fr

om
 Fl

ori
da

 ha
s 

go
ne

 as
 fa

r fo
rw

ard
 as

 h
is 

co
un

try
 ha

s 
go

ne
 ba

ck
wa

rd
 in

 m
ee

ting
 th

e 
ne

ed
s 

of
 its

 pe
op

le?
 

He
re,

 th
e 

Bri
ga

de
 co

me
s 

fac
e 

to
 fa

ce
 w

ith
 th

e 
we

b 
of

 si
len

ce
, 

co
ns

cio
us

 di
sto

rtio
ns

 an
d 

lies
 in

 th
e 

me
dia

 th
at

 ha
ve

 b
loc

ka
de

d 
the

 
pe

op
le 

of
 th

e 
U.

S.
 fro

m
 th

e 
re

ali
ty

 o
f C

ub
a, 

an
d 

pre
jud

ice
d 

the
m

 



ag
ain

st 
the

 re
vo

lut
ion

 th
at

 th
e 

Cu
ba

n 
pe

op
le 

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
bu

ildi
ng

 fo
r 

15
 ye

ars
. 

In
 fa

ct,
 fo

r m
os

t p
eo

ple
 ac

ros
s 

the
 S

tate
s, 

the
 w

ord
 C

ub
a 

is 
no

t 
as

so
cia

ted
 w

ith
 8

 m
illio

n 
pe

op
le 

tra
ns

for
m

ing
 th

eir
 so

cie
ty—

bu
t w

ith
 

the
 

frig
hte

nin
g 

"C
om

m
un

ist
 s

pe
ctr

e"
 o

f 
be

ard
ed

 g
ue

rrill
as

, 
hija

ck
ing

s, 
mi

ss
ile

 ba
ses

, e
tc.

, e
tc.

, e
tc.

 
An

d 
thi

s 
is 

as
 re

al 
a 

blo
ck

ad
e 

ag
ain

st 
the

 U
.S.

 p
eo

ple
 as

 th
e 

ec
on

om
ic 

blo
ck

ad
e 

ag
ain

st 
the

 C
ub

an
 p

eo
ple

. 
It 

is 
a 

blo
ck

ad
e 

tha
t is

 th
row

n 
up

 n
ot

 ju
st 

ag
ain

st 
Cu

ba
—

bu
t a

lso
 

to
 is

ola
te

 us
 fro

m
 w

ha
t is

 ha
pp

en
ing

 in
 o

the
r p

art
s 

of
 th

e 
wo

rld
, 

pa
rtic

ula
rly

 w
he

re
 pe

op
le 

are
 st

rug
glin

g 
ag

ain
st 

do
m

ina
tion

 b
y 

the
 

U.
S.

 g
ov

ern
me

nt 
an

d 
co

rpo
rat

ion
s. 

Th
us

 w
e 

he
ar

 fro
m

 C
BS

, N
BC

 
an

dT
he

Ne
w

 Y
ork

 Ti
me

s 
su

ch
 fa

bri
ca

tio
ns

 as
 th

at
 P

res
ide

nt 
All

en
de

 
of

 C
hile

 co
m

m
itte

d 
su

icid
e;

 th
at

 th
e 

No
rth

 V
ietn

am
es

e 
are

 th
e 

on
es

 
vio

lat
ing

 th
e 

Pe
ace

 A
gre

em
en

t; 
tha

t th
e 

Ba
y 

of
 Pi

gs
 in

va
de

rs 
we

re
 to

 
be

 gr
ee

ted
 by

 th
e 

Cu
ba

n 
pe

op
le 

as
 th

eir
 "li

be
ra

tor
s."

 
To

da
y, 

mo
re

 an
d 

mo
re

 pe
op

le 
are

 fe
d 

up
 w

ith
 th

e 
tap

es
, t

he
 

"ph
as

es
," 

the
 se

cre
t b

om
bin

gs
 an

d 
the

 as
ton

ish
ing

 ar
ray

 of
 "d

irty
 

tric
ks

" a
nd

 d
ow

nrig
ht

 lie
s t

ha
t h

ave
 b

ee
n 

thr
us

t u
po

n 
us

 fo
r y

ea
rs.

 
We

 ha
ve

 se
en

 th
at

 m
an

y 
are

 al
so

 fe
d 

up
 w

ith
 w

ha
t "

inf
orm

ed
 

so
urc

es
" 

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
pa

ss
ing

 o
ff 

as
 th

e 
tru

th
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

Cu
ba

n 
Re

vo
lut

ion
. I

n 
fac

t, 
rec

en
t G

allu
p 

po
lls

 ha
ve

 sh
ow

n 
tha

t a
 m

ajo
rity

 
of

 pe
op

le 
fav

or
 th

e 
lift

ing
 o

f th
e 

ec
on

om
ic 

blo
ck

ad
e 

ag
ain

st 
Cu

ba
. 

La
st 

Ju
ly's

 E
XP

OC
UB

A 
in

 N
ew

 Y
ork

 C
ity

, s
po

ns
ore

d 
by

 th
e 

Ve
nc

ere
mo

s B
riga

de
 an

d 
oth

er
 gr

ou
ps

, d
rew

 a
 ca

pa
city

 au
die

nc
e 

for
 

tw
o d

ay
s w

ho
 ca

me
 to

 se
e 

the
 la

rge
st 

ex
hib

it o
n 

Cu
ba

 in
 th

is 
co

un
try

 
sin

ce
 1

95
9. 

Th
is 

is 
wh

y 
the

 B
riga

de
's 

ed
uc

atio
na

l a
ctiv

itie
s 

are
 a

n 
im

po
rta

nt
 

res
po

ns
ibil

ity
 o

f e
ac

h 
Bri

ga
de

 m
em

be
r—

an
d 

wh
y 

the
 B

riga
de

 n
ee

ds
 

to
 re

ac
h 

all
 pr

og
res

siv
e 

pe
op

le 
inte

res
ted

 in
 C

ub
a. 

W
hen

 B
riga

dis
tas

 
ret

urn
 f

rom
 C

ub
a, 

the
y 

no
t 

on
ly 

ret
urn

 to
 w

ork
 w

ith
 th

eir
 

org
an

iza
tion

s, 
co

m
m

itte
es

 an
d 

co
llec

tive
s—

bu
t a

lso
 ar

e 
en

co
ura

ge
d 

to
 

m
ain

tain
 a

 w
ork

ing
 ye

ar-
rou

nd
 re

lat
ion

sh
ip 

wi
th

 th
e 

Bri
ga

de
 in

 th
eir

 
cit

y.
 Th
e 

Bri
ga

de
 is

 or
ga

niz
ed

 in
 m

ore
 th

an
 1

2 
citi

es
 ar

ou
nd

 th
e 

U.
S.,

 in
 

wh
ich

 re
gio

na
l 

co
m

m
itte

es
 c

arr
y 

ou
t 

ed
uc

atio
na

l a
cti

vit
ies

 an
d 

pa
rtic

ipa
te

 in
 th

e 
se

lec
tion

 a
nd

 p
rep

ara
tion

 o
f B

riga
de

 m
em

be
rs 

for
 

ea
ch

 ne
w

 co
nti

ge
nt.

 R
eg

ion
al 

co
m

m
itte

es
 ar

e 
ma

de
 up

 o
f p

eo
ple

 w
ho

 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

on
 th

e 
Br

iga
de

, m
ea

nin
g 

tha
t r

eg
ion

als
 ar

e 
m

ult
i-ra

cia
l a

nd
 

ref
lec

t a
 di

ve
rsi

ty 
of

 pe
rsp

ec
tive

s 
wi

thi
n 

the
 p

rog
res

siv
e 

mo
ve

me
nt.

 
Pe

op
le 

wo
rk

 b
eca

use
 th

ey
 s

up
po

rt 
the

 b
as

ic 
ob

jec
tive

s 
of

 th
e 

Br
iga

de
, w

hic
h 

inc
lud

e 
de

ve
lop

ing
 s

olid
ari

ty 
wi

th
 C

ub
a 

by
 b

rea
kin

g 
the

 "in
for

m
ati

on
al 

blo
ck

ad
e."

 

In
 a

dd
itio

n 
to

 fo
cu

sin
g 

on
 C

ub
a, 

reg
ion

al 
co

m
m

itte
es

 c
ele

bra
te

 
da

ys
 o

f 
so

lida
rity

 w
ith

 th
e 

Vie
tna

m
es

e 
pe

op
le,

 th
e 

pe
op

le 
of

 
Gu

ine
a-B

iss
au

, P
ue

rto
 R

ico
, M

ex
ico

 a
nd

 C
hile

 as
 p

art
 o

f th
eir

 re
gu

lar
 

pro
gra

m
. T

hu
s, 

Br
iga

dis
tas

 m
ake

 th
e 

ful
les

t u
se

 o
f th

eir
 ex

pe
rien

ce
 to

 
att

ac
k 

thi
s 

inv
isb

le 
blo

ck
ad

e 
of

 sil
en

ce
 an

d 
m

isin
for

m
ati

on
. 

SE
LE

CT
IO

N 
In

 s
ele

ctin
g 

Br
iga

de
 m

em
be

rs,
 re

gio
na

l c
om

m
itte

es
 b

eg
in 

by
 

ac
tive

ly 
loo

kin
g 

for
 p

eo
ple

 in
vo

lve
d 

in
 m

an
y 

se
cto

rs
 o

f t
he

 
pro

gre
ssi

ve
 m

ov
em

en
t: 

stu
de

nt
 o

rga
niz

ers
, 

tra
de

 u
nio

nis
ts,

 p
ea

ce
 

ac
tivi

sts
, p

rof
es

sio
na

ls,
 jo

urn
alis

ts 
an

d 
res

ea
rch

ers
, s

olid
ari

ty 
gro

up
s 

G
eo

rg
e 

Co
he

n 



for
 an

ti-im
pe

ria
list

 m
ov

em
en

ts,
 g

rou
ps

 w
hic

h 
pro

m
ote

 an
ti-im

pe
ria

l­
ist

 a
nd

/or
 so

cia
list

 id
ea

s a
nd

 pe
op

le 
co

nfr
on

tin
g 

su
ch

 pr
ob

lem
s 

as
 

hig
h 

pri
ce

s, 
po

or
 ed

uc
atio

n,
 h

ea
lth

 ca
re,

 h
ou

sin
g,

 e
tc.

 A
n 

im
po

rta
nt

 
pa

rt 
of

 th
is 

eff
or

t 
is 

aim
ed

 at
 e

ns
urin

g 
tha

t 
the

 B
riga

de
s 

are
 

m
ulti

-ra
cia

l—
tha

t i
s,

 th
at

 th
ey

 in
vo

lve
 si

gn
ific

an
t p

art
icip

ati
on

 b
y 

Bla
ck

, P
ue

rto
 R

ica
n, 

Ch
ica

no
, N

ativ
e 

Am
eric

an
 an

d 
As

ian
 or

ga
niz

ers
. 

A 
str

on
g 

em
ph

as
is 

is 
pu

t in
 th

is 
dir

ec
tio

n,
 re

co
gn

izin
g 

the
 ra

cis
m

 th
at

 
run

s 
ram

pa
nt-

in 
the

 U
.S.

 to
da

y, 
an

d 
the

 ne
ed

 fo
r th

e 
Bri

ga
de

 to
 p

lay
 

a 
de

ter
m

ine
d 

rol
e 

in
 fig

hti
ng

 ag
ain

st 
it.

 
Th

is 
ye

ar,
 w

e 
see

 th
e 

po
ss

ibil
ity

 o
f t

he
 B

riga
de

 in
clu

din
g 

the
 

pa
rtic

ipa
tio

n 
of

 pe
op

le 
wh

o 
we

re,
 pe

rha
ps

, n
ot 

ac
tive

 p
oli

tic
all

y 
ev

en
 

on
e 

ye
ar

 ag
o: 

tha
t is

, in
clu

din
g 

pe
op

le 
wh

o 
are

 no
w

 fe
d 

up
 w

ith
 th

e 
"W

ate
rga

te
 s

tan
da

rds
" 

of
 U

.S.
 p

oli
tic

al
 li

fe
 a

nd
 th

e 
de

ep
en

ing
 

ec
on

om
ic 

cri
sis

 an
d 

wh
o 

ha
ve

 be
gu

n 
to 

do
 so

m
eth

ing
 ab

ou
t it

. 
We

 w
elc

om
e 

to
 th

e 
Bri

ga
de

 p
eo

ple
 w

ho
 ar

e 
ac

tive
 in

 th
e 

gro
win

g 
po

pu
lar

 m
ov

em
en

t r
es

po
nd

ing
 to

 th
e 

do
m

es
tic

 cr
isis

 in
 th

e 
U.

S.
: 

pe
op

le 
wh

o 
wi

ll o
pe

n 
the

ir 
mi

nd
s 

to
 th

e 
Cu

ba
n 

Re
vo

lut
ion

. 
TH

E 
NE

XT
 B

RI
GA

DE
 

Th
is 

ye
ar'

s B
riga

de
 (#

7)
, w

hic
h 

lea
ve

s 
for

 C
ub

a 
in 

the
 S

pri
ng

 o
f 

19
74

, w
ill 

be
 m

ad
e 

up
 of

 ab
ou

t 1
50

 pe
op

le 
wo

rkin
g 

in
 di

ffe
ren

t 
are

as
 o

f th
e 

U.
S.

 m
ov

em
en

t f
or

 so
cia

l c
ha

ng
e, 

an
d 

wh
o,

 at
 th

e 
sam

e 
tim

e 
ha

ve
 sh

ow
n 

an
 ac

tive
 in

ter
es

t in
 C

ub
a. 

Ap
plic

ati
on

s 
for

 th
is 

co
ntin

ge
nt

 w
ill 

be
 ac

ce
pte

d 
by

 B
riga

de
 

reg
ion

als
 in

 e
ach

 ci
ty

 u
nt

il m
id-

Ja
nu

ary
. A

fte
r t

his
 ap

plic
ati

on
 is

 
ini

tia
lly

 
ok

'd 
ap

plic
an

ts 
wi

ll 
be

gin
 p

rep
ari

ng
 fo

r 
the

 tr
ip

 b
y 

pa
rtic

ipa
tin

g 
in

 an
 ed

uc
atio

na
l p

rog
ram

 w
hic

h 
inc

lud
es

 fil
m

s, 
ba

sic
 

rea
din

gs
 an

d 
dis

cu
ssi

on
s a

bo
ut 

Cu
ba

 an
d 

co
un

trie
s 

of
 A

fric
a,

 A
sia

 
an

d 
La

tin
 A

me
rica

; fu
nd

am
en

tals
 of

 S
pa

nis
h; 

co
nv

ers
atio

ns
 a

bo
ut

 
the

 B
riga

de
. D

uri
ng

 th
is 

11
-w

ee
k 

pro
gra

m
 th

e 
gro

up
s 

wi
ll c

arr
y 

ou
t 

fun
dra

isin
g 

pro
jec

ts 
in

 ca
se

 in
div

idu
als

 ar
e 

no
t a

ble
 th

em
se

lve
s 

to
 pa

y 
the

ir t
ran

sp
ora

tion
 co

sts
. 

Fin
al 

se
lec

tion
s 

for
 B

riga
de

 m
em

be
rs 

wi
ll b

e 
ma

de
 in

 th
e 

ea
rly

 
Sp

rin
g, 

se
ve

ral
 w

ee
ks

 b
efo

re
 th

e 
sch

ed
ule

d 
de

pa
rtu

re
 d

ate
, a

fte
r t

he
 

gro
up

 h
as

 ha
d 

a 
ch

an
ce

 to
 w

ork
 to

ge
the

r 
an

d 
ga

in 
a 

ge
ne

ral
 

un
de

rsta
nd

ing
 of

 th
e 

Br
iga

de
. 

Fin
all

y, 
ea

ch
 lo

ca
l g

rou
p 

fro
m

 a
rou

nd
 th

e 
co

un
try

 w
ill 

fly
 to

 
Me

xic
o 

Ci
ty,

 w
he

re,
 m

ee
ting

 fo
r t

he
 fir

st
 tim

e,
 th

ey
 w

ill 
bo

ard
 a

 
Cu

ba
n 

air
lin

er
 fo

r H
av

an
a. 

Tw
o 

mo
nth

s 
lat

er
, th

ey
 w

ill 
ret

urn
 to

 th
e 

U.
S.

 ab
oa

rd
 a

 C
ub

an
 s

hip
 v

ia 
Ca

na
da

. T
his

 n
ec

es
sa

rily
 ro

un
da

bo
ut

 
wa

y 
of

 tr
av

elli
ng

 is
 a

 pe
rsis

ten
t r

em
ind

er
 o

f t
he

 U
.S.

 e
co

no
mi

c 
blo

ck
ad

e,
 w

hic
h 

elim
ina

ted
 a

ll d
ire

ct 
rou

tes
 in

 th
e 

ea
rly

 1
96

0's
. 

TH
E 

IM
PO

RT
AN

CE
 O

F 
TH

E 
VE

NC
ER

EM
OS

 B
RI

GA
DE

 
Th

e 
las

t t
hre

e 
ye

ars
 ha

ve
 se

en
 a

 gr
ea

t u
ps

urg
e 

in
 th

e 
pe

op
le's

 
mo

ve
me

nts
 in

 L
ati

n 
Am

eri
ca

. F
rom

 th
e 

Ch
ilea

n 
Po

pu
lar

 U
nit

y 
go

ve
rnm

en
t to

 th
e 

pro
gre

ssi
ve

 go
ve

rnm
en

ts 
of

 A
rge

ntin
a 

an
d 

Pe
ru,

 to
 

the
 fir

m
 st

an
d 

of
 th

e 
Pa

na
ma

nia
ns

 ag
ain

st 
co

ntin
ue

d 
U.

S.
 o

cc
up

atio
n 

of
 th

e 
Ca

na
l Z

on
e, 

on
 to

 th
e 

gro
win

g 
ma

ss
 m

ov
em

en
ts 

in
 c

ou
ntr

ies
 

sti
ll u

nd
er

 U
.S.

 d
om

ina
tion

, t
he

 pe
op

le 
of

 La
tin

 A
me

rica
 ar

e 
m

ov
ing

 
for

ce
ful

ly 
ag

ain
st 

the
 c

on
diti

on
s 

res
ult

ing
 fro

m
 th

eir
 de

pe
nd

en
t 

sta
tus

: h
igh

 u
ne

m
plo

ym
en

t, 
inf

lat
ion

, h
un

ge
r, 

dis
ea

se
, i

llite
ra

cy
 a

nd
 

rep
res

sio
n. 

Th
e 

U.
S.

 g
ov

ern
me

nt 
co

ntin
ue

s 
to 

inte
rve

ne
 in

 th
e 

aff
air

s 
of

 La
tin

 
Am

eric
a—

as
 w

itne
ss

ed
 in

 C
hile

 du
rin

g 
the

 fa
sc

ist
 co

up
 o

f S
ep

tem
be

r 
11

, 1
97

3. 
Ho

we
ve

r, 
the

 L
ati

n 
Am

eric
an

 p
eo

ple
 h

ave
 th

e 
ex

am
ple

 of
 

Cu
ba

-fu
ll e

m
plo

ym
en

t, 
sta

ble
 p

rice
s, 

the
 be

st 
he

alth
 ca

re
 sy

ste
m

 in
 

the
 W

es
tern

 H
em

isp
he

re,
 a

nd
 u

niv
ers

al 
ed

uc
atio

n.
 M

os
t im

po
rta

ntl
y, 

a 
pe

op
le's

 g
ov

ern
m

en
t. 

Th
us

, t
he

y 
co

ntin
ue

 to
 st

rug
gle

 fo
r a

 b
ett

er
 

fut
ur

e,
 kn

ow
ing

 it 
is 

po
ss

ible
 he

re
 an

d 
no

w.
 

Th
e 

U.
S.

 g
ov

ern
m

en
t, 

att
em

ptin
g 

to
 m

ain
tain

 it
s 

do
m

ina
nt

 
po

siti
on

 in
 L

ati
n 

Am
eri

ca
, c

on
tinu

es
 to

 tr
y 

to 
iso

late
 C

ub
a. 

No
t o

nly
 

fro
m

 L
ati

n 
Am

eri
ca

, b
ut 

als
o 

fro
m

 th
e 

U.
S.

 p
eo

ple
. 

In
 th

e 
co

m
ing

 ye
ars

 w
e 

wi
ll s

ee
 th

e 
stru

gg
le 

in
 L

ati
n 

Am
eric

a 
rea

ch
 

ev
er

 hi
gh

er
 le

ve
ls.

 O
ne

 ex
am

ple
 is

 th
e 

un
ited

 a
nti

-fa
sc

ist
 re

sis
tan

ce
 

for
m

ed
 in

 C
hile

 a
fte

r t
he

 re
ce

nt
 co

up
, w

hic
h 

is 
gro

win
g 

stro
ng

er
 

ev
ery

 da
y. 

Th
e 

U.
S.

 pe
op

le 
ha

ve
 a

 sp
ec

ial
 re

sp
on

sib
ility

 to
 s

up
po

rt 
the

se
 

stru
gg

les
 be

cau
se

 it
 is

 ou
r g

ov
ern

me
nt 

wh
ich

 ha
s b

ee
n 

the
 m

ain
 

ob
sta

cle
 to

 s
oc

ial,
 p

oli
tic

al
 a

nd
 ec

on
om

ic 
pro

gre
ss

 in
 th

e 
La

tin
 

Am
eric

an
 c

ou
ntr

ies
. W

e 
mu

st 
inc

rea
se

 o
ur

 a
bil

ity
 to

 a
id 

the
se

 
stru

gg
les

 a
nd

 de
ma

nd
 th

at
 th

e 
U.

S.
 g

ov
ern

me
nt 

no
 lo

ng
er

 in
ter

fer
es

 
in

 th
e 

aff
air

s 
of

 ot
he

r c
ou

ntr
ies

. 
Th

e 
Ve

nc
ere

mo
s B

riga
de

 pl
ay

s a
 pr

im
ary

 ro
le 

in
 de

ve
lop

ing
 th

is 
so

lida
rity

 w
ith

 th
e 

pe
op

les
 o

f th
e 

wo
rld

. I
t is

 th
e 

on
ly 

pro
jec

t t
ha

t 
pro

vid
es

 a
n 

op
po

rtu
nit

y 
for

 b
roa

d 
se

cto
rs 

of
 p

rog
res

siv
e 

No
rth

 
Am

eric
an

s 
to

 v
isit

 C
ub

a 
an

d 
see

 fir
st

 h
an

d 
its

 b
att

le 
ag

ain
st 

un
de

rde
ve

lop
me

nt
 an

d 
Cu

ba
's 

su
pp

ort
 fo

r th
e 

pe
op

les
 of

 A
sia

, A
fric

a 
an

d 
La

tin
 A

me
rica

. T
he

 B
riga

de
 fo

cu
se

s 
its

 ed
uc

atio
na

l w
ork

 o
n 

the
se

 st
rug

gle
s, 

an
d 

m
ob

ilize
s 

larg
e 

nu
mb

ers
 o

f p
eo

ple
 in

 su
pp

ort
 o

f 
the

m
. 

It 
is 

wi
thi

n 
thi

s 
co

nte
xt 

tha
t w

e 
ca

n 
say

 th
e 

Ve
nc

ere
mo

s 
Bri

ga
de

 
wi

ll c
on

tin
ue

. W
e 

wi
ll c

on
tinu

e 
se

nd
ing

 p
rog

res
siv

e 
pe

op
le 

fro
m

 th
e 

U.
S.

 to
 C

ub
a. 

We
 w

ill 
co

ntin
ue

 o
ur

 e
du

ca
tion

al 
wo

rk
 ar

ou
nd

 



Cu
ba—

and
 V

ietn
am

, C
hile

, t
he

 R
ep

ub
lic 

of
 G

uin
ea

-Bi
ssa

u 
an

d 
oth

er
 

pe
op

les
 s

tru
gg

ling
 fo

r f
ree

do
m

. W
e 

wi
ll c

on
tinu

e 
to

 ai
d 

in
 b

uild
ing

 
tha

t p
op

ula
r m

ov
em

en
t w

hic
h 

de
ma

nd
s 

tha
t t

he
 U

.S.
 g

ov
ern

me
nt 

res
pe

ct 
the

 rig
ht

 o
f th

e 
pe

op
les

 o
f A

sia
, A

fric
a 

an
d 

La
tin

 A
me

rica
 to

 
se

t th
e 

dir
ec

tio
n 

for
 th

eir
 ow

n 
live

s. 

OT
HE

R 
NA

TIO
NA

L 
AC

TIV
ITI

ES
 O

F 
TH

E 
BR

IG
AD

E 
Th

e 
Ve

nc
ere

mo
s 

Bri
ga

de
 w

ill 
be

 p
ub

lish
ing

 a
 m

on
thly

 n
ew

sle
tte

r 
co

ve
rin

g 
Bri

ga
de

 ac
tivi

tie
s 

as
 w

ell
 as

 ne
ws

 fro
m

 C
ub

a, 
Cu

ba
-re

late
d 

res
ou

rce
s, 

art
icle

s 
on

 o
the

r c
ou

ntr
ies

 o
f A

fric
a,

 As
ia 

La
tin

 A
me

rica
, 

an
d 

ne
ws

 o
f o

the
r t

rip
s 

to
 C

ub
a. 

Th
is 

ye
ar,

 t
he

 B
riga

de
 w

ill 
als

o 
pu

blis
h 

tw
o 

se
ries

 o
f 

pa
mp

hle
ts—

on
e 
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