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Introduction

Tricontinental Bulletin has jus t  received th is  exclusive in terv iew b y  the
Argentine journa l is t  Gaspar  CtIneo El izondo w i t h  A l fonso  Beal ,  leader  o f
Puerto Rico's L ibera t ion  A r m e d  Commandos ( C A L ) .  T h e  i n te r v i ew  t o o k
place i n  the cocktai l  lounge o f  one o f  Condado's modern hotels i n  the  ou t -
skirts o f  San Juan, Puerto Rico. T h e  fact  tha t  th is  bar  is  patronized b y  the
bourgeoisie and US agents made i t  an  ideal  spot i n  wh ich  to  meet  secretly
and car ry  out  th is  revolut ionary task.

The act iv i t ies  o f  t h e  L ibe ra t ion  A r m e d  Commandos o f  P u e r t o  R i c o
— almost completely u n k n o w n  t h u s  f a r  — have ga ined tremendous i m p o r -
tance dur ing the past few months, fo l lowing the actions carried out i n  Puerto
Rican te r r i t o r y  against U S  enterprises a n d  installations, w h i c h  resulted i n
damages amounting to  several m i l l i on  dollars.

For the f i rst  t ime, the leader of the Liberat ion Armed Commandos expres-
ses his views on the state o f  the country and the objectives o f  the struggle.

Tricontinental Bulletin publishes th is  in terv iew at the t ime o f  the In te r -
national Day o f  Sol idar i ty  w i t h  the People o f  Puerto Rico, thus contr ibut ing
to make  t h e  heroic struggle o f  t h i s  people against U S  colonial  occupation
more w ide ly  known.

lntrodu(tion 

TricontinentaJ Bulletin has just received this exclusive interview by the 
Argentine journalist Gaspar Cuneo Elizondo with Alfonso Beal, leader of 
Puerto Rico's Liberation Armed Commandos (CAL). The interview took 
place in the cocktail lounge of one of Condado's modern hotels in the out
skirts of San Juan, Puerto Rico. The fact that this bar is patronized by the 
bourgeoisie and US agents made it an ideal spot in which to meet secretly 
and carry out this revolutionary task. 

The activities of the Liberation Armed Commandos of Puerto Rico 
- almost completely unknown thus far - have gained tremendous impor
tance during the past few months, following the actions carried out in Puerto 
Rican territory against US enterprises and installations, which resulted in 
damages amounting to several million dollars. 

For the first time, the leader of the Liberation Armed CommandoS' expres
ses his views on the state of the country and the objectives of the struggle. 

Tricontinental Bulletin publishes this interview at the time of the Inter
national Day of Solidarity with the People of Puerto Rico, thus contributing 
to make the heroic struggle of this people· against US colonial occupation 
more widely known. 
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We are not
the armed branch
of any particular
organization
By Gaspar Cimeo Elizondo

The Liberat ion Armed Commandos have been in  the process o f  formation
during the past f ew  years, bu t  w e  started operations i n  September 1967 b y
simultaneously burning down Bargain Town,  Carol ina and three other stores
owned b y  Yankees i n  the Santa Rosa, Bayamon, shopping center.

What are your objectives in resorting to this type of  struggle?
Our actions a re  a imed a t  undermin ing the  colonial  s tab i l i ty  a n d  peace

of the imper ia l is t  invaders; w e  are  i n  t he  f i r s t  stage o f  operations, and  i n
this phase we  in tend t o  cause 100 m i l l i on  dol lars'  w o r t h  o f  damages t o  U S
concerns. O u r  idea is  t o  in f l i c t  such heavy losses on  these enterprises tha t
the insurance companies w i l l  have  t o  p a y  o u t  m o r e  money  i n  i ndemn i t y
than they have received i n  payments, thus upsett ing t he  economy.

Have you achieved any practical results?
Let m e  explain.  W h e n  t h e  losses amounted t o  14  m i l l i on  dol lars,  t h e

f irst crisis of the insurance companies was precipitated; they started to cancel
policies taken out on f i re  losses by  US enterprises. Fur thermore,  the att i tude
of the insurance companies forced the colonial legislature to  enact a  special
law w h e r e b y  t h e  Government  o f  P u e r t o  R i c o  subsidizes t h e  insurance
companies. I t  was necessary to set up a special fund f o r  policies on l iabi l i t ies
that are f inancial ly  burdensome to  the  companies. B y  escalating th is  action,
as w e  propose t o  do,  t h e  t i m e  w i l l  come w h e n  t h e  Government  w i l l  b e
unable t o  cont inue t o  subsidize these companies. S o  f a r,  i t  has o n l y  t r i ed
to patch up the situation.

What is the basis of  your actions against US interests?
In our  actions we  have kept  i n  m ind  the  experiences o f  the  revolut ion-

ary struggles i n  other countries —  f o r  instance, the  A lger ian  experience —
regarding th is  stage o f  urban struggle, b u t  w e  app ly  th is  experience t o  the
Puerto Rican real i ty,  wh ich  has i ts own  special —  though not  exceptional —
characteristics; w e  app ly  i n  Puerto Rico whatever  w e  can f r o m  t h e  strug-
gles a l l  over the wor ld .

You refer to  the "special characteristics" o f  Puerto Rico. What  do you
mean by that?
Puerto Rico i s  a  U S  m i l i t a r y  and economic b u l w a r k  i n  the Caribbean;

in th i s  appraisal w e  coincide w i t h  other  Puerto Rican f ighters f o r  indepen-
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The Liberation Armed Commandos have been in the process of formation 
during the past few years, but we started operations in September 1967 by 
simultaneously burning down Bargain Town, Carolina and three other stores 
owned by Yankees in the Santa Rosa, Bayamon, shopping center. 

What are your objectives in resorting to this type of struggle? 
Our actions are aimed at undermining the colonial stability and peace 

of the imperialist invaders; we are in the first stage of operations, and in 
this phase we intend to cause 100 million dollars' worth of damages to US 
concerns. Our idea is to inflict such heavy losses on these enterprises that 
the insurance companies will have to pay out more money in indemnity 
than they have received in payments, thus upsetting the economy. 

Have you achieved any practical results? 
Let me explain. When the losses amounted to 14 million dollars, the 

first crisis of the insurance companies was precipitated; they started to cancel 
policies taken out on fire losses by US enterprises. Furthermore, the attitude 
of the insurance companies forced the colonial legislature to enact a special 
law whereby the Government of Puerto Rico subsidizes the insurance 
companies. It was necessary to set up a special fund for policies on liabilities 
that are financially burdensome to the companies. By escalating this action, 
as we propose to do, the time will come when the Government will be 
unable to continue to subsidize these companies. So far, it has only tried 
to patch up the situation. 

What is the basis of your actions against US interests? 
In our actions we have kept in mind the experiences of the revolution

ary struggles in other countries - for instance, the Algerian experience -
regarding this stage of urban struggle, but we apply this experience to the 
Puerto Rican reality, which has its own special - though not exceptional -
characteristics; we apply in Puerto Rico whatever we can from the strug
gles all over the world. 

You refer to the "special characteristics" of Puerto Rico. What do you 
mean by that? 
Puerto Rico is a US military and economic bulwark in the Caribbean; 

in this appraisal we coincide with other Puerto Rican fighters for indepen-
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dente; i t 's  j u s t  t h a t  t hey  wage the i r  struggle o n  the  po l i t ica l  plane, w h i l e
we are waging an armed struggle. I  w i l l  elaborate on this. The situat ion o f
our country impl ies a  series o f  l imitat ions, bu t  also certain possibilities tha t
revolutionaries i n  o the r  countr ies d o  n o t  have. L e s s  e f f o r t  i s  requ i red  t o
strike a t  the  imper ia l is t  enemy i n  Puerto Rico than anywhere else.

But  there's something else. O u r  struggle for  independence w i l l  be carried
out b y  many organizations —  that is, i t  w i l l  manifest i tsel f  i n  various f ronts
through m a n y  d i f fe rent  organizations.

Then the Liberation Armed Commandos constitute the armed branch?
"We are  n o t  t h e  armed branch o f  a n y  par t i cu la r  organization; w e  a r e

the a r m e d  b ranch  o f  t h e  s t ruggle  f o r  t h e  independence o f  Puer to  R ico,
although tha t  doesn't mean tha t  there is  any  fo rma l  agreement between us
and t h e  var ious independence organizations. I n  t h e  Commandos w e  have
some people who  don ' t  belong t o  any  organization o ther  than  ours.

What method do you use for getting in touch with the people and spread-
ing armed struggle?

We begin by  l ink ing our  actions w i t h  the specific problems o f  the work -
ing class and the people i n  general, affected b y  the presence o f  imperial ism
here. F o r  instance, when the telephone workers'  s t r ike  broke ou t  last  A p r i l
we got  ready to  sabotage the telephone company, wh ich  i s  a  branch o f  the
I T & T monopoly, i n  sol idari ty w i th  the workers on strike. O u r  actions against
the telephone company prompted its running fu l l -page ads in  the local news-
papers o f fe r ing  a  substant ial  r e w a r d  f o r  a n y  in fo rmat ion  lead ing t o  o u r
arrest. I n  our f i rs t  bu l le t in  we showed the people how to take an active par t
in the  w a r  against the  telephone company.

What were CAL's fundamental tasks during its first year of struggle?
First, to  organize, discipline, and t ra in  the members o f  our  organization.

We have worked not only in  the formation of  cadres, the organization of cells,
and the  t ra in ing o f  Commandos b u t  also i n  gett ing the  necessary resources
to carry on our revolutionary struggle. W e  took up, organized, and disciplined
a spontaneous armed struggle tha t  has been going on i n  Puerto Rico f o r  the
past 10 years. Na tu ra l l y,  th is  year  we  began to  pu t  in to  practice ou r  plans
for armed struggle, consisting o f  sabotaging the  imper ia l is t  enterprises t ha t
have gradual ly  taken over the economic l i f e  o f  our  country.

Have you any program expressing your ideology and aspirations?
With in  the  n e x t  f e w  days w e  w i l l  issue a  manifesto set t ing f o r t h  o u r

program; we have been publishing a bul let in since last September. This is i n
addition to the communiqués we have issued on our  actions. I n  our  bul le t in
we give instructions to  the  people on  how to  sabotage the imperial ist  .enter-
prises and take par t  i n  the struggle to k i ck  the Yankees out.

As a par t  of our armed struggle, we have carried out — and w i l l  continue
to c a r r y  o u t  — operations against  t h i s  Condado zone, t h e  l a i r  o f  t h e  U S
gangsters and maf ia  a n d  Cuban counterrevolutionaries w h o  cont ro l  the  ca-
sinos o f  the b ig  hotels i n  th is  area and w h o  have even outdone — as fa r  as
prostitution and drug peddling are concerned — the Havana o f  prerevolution-
ary days. A l l  these n igh t  clubs practice discr iminat ion against Puerto Rican
artists. We  have declared Condado a  w a r  zone and have warned Puerto R i -
cans not to go through i t ,  especially at  night. Mo reove r,  we are preparing to
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dence; it's just that they wage their struggle on the political plane, while 
we are waging an armed struggle. I will elaborate on this. The situation of 
our country implies a series of limitations, but also certain possibilities that 
revolutionaries in other countries do not have. Less effort is required to 
strike at the imperialist enemy in Puerto Rico than anywhere else. 

But there's something else. Our struggle for independence will be carried 
out by many organizations - that is, it will manifest itself in various fronts 
through many different organizations. 

Then the Liberation Armed Commandos constitute the armed branch? 
'Ne are not the armed branch of any particular organization; we are 

the armed branch of the struggle for the independence of Puerto Rico, 
although that doesn't mean that there is any formal agreement between us 
and the various independence organizations. In the Commandos we have 
some people who don't belong to any organization other than ours. 

What method do you use for getting in touch with the people and spread
ing armed struggle? 

We begin by linking our actions with the specific problems of the work
ing class and the people in general, affected by the presence of imperialism 
here. For instance, when the telephone workers' strike broke out last April 
we got ready to sabotage the telephone company, which is a branch of the 
IT&T monopoly, in solidarity with the workers on strike. Our actions against 
the telephone company prompted its running full-page ads in the local news
papers offering a substantial reward for any information leading to our 
arrest. In our first bulletin we showed the people how to take an active part 
in the war against the telephone company. 

What were CAL's fundamental tasks during its first year of struggle? 
First, to organize, discipline, and train the members of our organization. 

We have worked not only in the formation of cadres, the organization of cells, 
and the training of Commandos but also in getting the necessary resources 
to carry on our revolutionary struggle. We took up, organized, and disciplined 
a spontaneous armed struggle that has been going on in Puerto Rico for the 
past 10 years. Naturally, this year we began to put into practice our plans 
for armed struggle, consisting of sabotaging the imperialist enterprises that 
have gradually taken over the economic life of our country. 

Have you any program expressing your ideology and aspirations? 
Within the next few days we will issue a manifesto setting forth our 

program; we have been publishing a bulletin since last September. This is in 
addition to the communiques we have issued on our actions. In our bulletin 
we give instructions to the people on how to sabotage the imperialist .enter
prises and take part in the struggle to kick the Yankees out. 

As a part of our armed struggle, we have carried out - and will continue 
to carry out - operations against this Condado zone, the lair of the US 
gangsters and mafia and Cuban counterrevolutionaries who control the ca
sinos of the big hotels in this area and who have even outdone - as far as 
prostitution and drug peddling are concerned the Havana of prerevolution
ary days. All these night clubs practice discrimination against Puerto Rican 
artists. We have declared Condado a war zone and have warned Puerto Ri
cans not to go through it, especially at night. Moreover, we are preparing to 
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engage i n  m o r e  impor tan t  operations, i nc l ud ing  confrontations, w i t h  t h e
henchmen o f  imperialism.

Let's t a l k  about t he  repression tha t  has been unleashed against you.
Well, I ' l l  t e l l  you ;  t hey  have brought  d o w n  F B I  experts and explosive

experts and increased the resources of  the Cr iminal  Investigation Corps — the
police force i n  charge of  suppressing the patr iot ic struggle o f  our  people. B u t
they have failed. O u r  organization has been set u p  so as to  be impregnable,
so they haven't  the slightest possibi l i ty o f  h i t t ing  us.

What about the arrests that  have been made?
That's because t h e  pressure b rough t  t o  bear  b y  U S  investors and t h e

reactionary press forced t h e m  t o  produce scapegoats; t h e y  l o o k  f o r  these
scapegoats among the more active independence organizations. T h a t  explains
the arrest o f  members and even leaders o f  the  Pro -Independence Movement
(MPI).  The Government offers b ig  rewards and 24-hour-a-day police protec-
tion to a l l  those who w i l l  test i fy  as witnesses against these scapegoats. They
also w a n t  t o  h i t  the  M P I  because i t  i s  t he  organization tha t  gets the  most
people out  i n  the streets i n  the struggle f o r  the independence o f  Puerto Rico
and especially because the M P I  has refused to  condemn the actions o f  CAL.
(The Independentist Pa r t y  ( P I )  has repudiated ou r  actions.)

Not on l y  that ,  b u t  t he  General  Secretary o f  t he  MPI ,  Juan  M a r i -Bras,
stated tha t  " To  the  same extent  to  wh ich  they  continue t o  l i m i t  the  f rame-
work o f  precar ious lega l i t y  w h e r e i n  t h e  n e w  s t rugg le  f o r  independence
operates, the  underground armed struggle w i l l  g row  i n  importance."

Have you been able to  ascertain the effects o f  your actions on investors?
We k n o w  t h a t  o u r  actions a re  beginning t o  b e  fe l t ,  as  w e  have  seen

their  effects i n  various sectors tha t  support  b ig  investment. T i m e  magazine,
US N e w s  &  W o r l d  Report ,  a n d  T h e  Wa l l  S t ree t  Journa l  have  expressed
their concern. I n  addit ion to  this, we  know tha t  the head o f  the Puerto Rico
Industrial Development off ice i n  the  Uni ted States, Dani lo  Ondina, resigned
his post  a f t e r  fa i l i ng  t o  a t t rac t  a  number  o f  companies t h a t  h a d  a l ready
made tentat ive contacts w i t h  the  Government t o  set u p  business i n  Puerto
Rico.

The divergences i n  the socialist camp have had a  negative effect on  the
revolutionary forces of  the world.  Was there any such effect in  Puerto Rico?

These divergences have no t  affected us, because w e  are  qu i te  c lear  o n
the specific objectives o f  our  struggle here. Such fu t i l e  discussion is  l im i ted
to debating circles i n  our  country.  One o f  the healthy effects o f  the  creation
of C A L  has  been t h e  unmask ing o f  pseudorevolutionary i d l e  t a l k .  N o w ,
anyone w h o  i s  not  engaged i n  a  task i n  t he  mass organization o r  is  n o t  a
member of  C A L is s imply running o f f  a t  the mouth.

We are aware  t ha t  there  is  room f o r  o ther  k inds  o f  wo rk ;  l e t  no  one
th ink that  we  attack those who  part icipate i n  demonstrations, picketing, and
denunciations o r  w h o  struggle against t he  d r a f t  imposed o n  o u r  you th  b y
the U S  imperialists. We  k n o w  tha t  th is  i s  a l l  p a r t  o f  t he  struggle.

What has been the reaction of Puerto Rican businessmen to CAL's actions
against US enterprises?

They g ive  us f inancia l  a id .
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engage in more important operations, including confrontations, with the 
henchmen of imperialism. 

Let's talk about the repression that has been unleashed against you. 
Well, I'll tell you; they have brought down FBI experts and explosive 

experts and increased the resources of the Criminal Investigation Corps - the 
police force in charge of suppressing the patriotic struggle of our people. But 
they have failed. Our organization has been set up so as to be impregnable, 
so they haven't the slightest possibility of hitting us. • 

What about the arrests that have been made? 
That's because the pressure brought to bear by US investors and the 

reactionary press forced them to produce scapegoats; they look for these 
scapegoats among the more active independence organizations. That explains 
the arrest of members and even leaders of the Pro-Independence Movement 
(MPI). The Government offers big rewards and 24-hour-a-day police protec
tion to all those who will testify as witnesses against these scapegoats. They 
also want to hit the MPI because it is the organization that gets the most 
people out in the streets in the struggle for the independence of Puerto Rico 
and especially because the MPI has refused to condemn the actions of CAL. 
(The Independentist Party (Pl) has repudiated our actions.) 

Not only that, but the General Secretary of the MPI, Juan Mari-Bras, 
stated that "To the same extent to which they continue to limit the frame. 
work of precarious legality wherein the new struggle for independence 
operates, the underground armed struggle will grow in importance." 

Have you been able to ascertain the effects of your actfons on investors? 
We know that our actions are beginning to be felt, as we have seen 

their effects in various sectors that support big investment. Time magazine, 
US News & World Report, and The Wall Street Journal have expressed 
their concern. In addition to this, we know that the head of the Puerto Rico 
Industrial Development office in the United States, Danilo Ondina, resigned 
his post after failing to attract a number of companies that had already 
made tentative contacts with the Government to set up business in Puerto 
Rico. 

The divergences in the socialist camp have had a negative effect on the 
revolutionary forces of the world. Was there any such effect in Puerto Rico? 

These divergences have not affected us, because we are quite clear on 
the specific objectives of our struggle here. Such futile discussion is limited 
to debating circles in our country. One of the healthy effects of the creation 
of CAL has been the unmasking of pseudorevolutionary idle talk. Now, 
anyone who is not engaged in a task in the mass organization or is not a 
member of CAL is simply running off at the mouth. 

We are aware that there is room for other kinds of work; let no one 
think that we attack those who participate in demonstrations, picketing, and 
denunciations or who struggle against the draft imposed on our youth by 
the US imperialists. We know that this is all part of the struggle. 

What bas been the reaction of Puerto Rican businessmen to CAL's actions 
against US enterprises? 

They give us financial aid. 



8

I  don't want to hold you here any longer, but I  would l ike to ask you
one last question. What moved you to create CAL?

On September 23, 1963, on the occasion o f  the commemoration o f  the Cry
of Lares, a l l  t he  patr io t ic  forces signed t he  so-called Declarat ion o f  Lares;
in i t  t hey  pledged themselves t o  d o  t h e i r  best  t o  a t ta in  o u r  independence
before t h e  Centennial  w h i c h  i s  t h i s  year.  Perhaps t h a t  was  t h e  biggest
stimulus that  led us to organize the Liberat ion Armed Commandos last year,
since w e  considered i t  o u r  d u t y  t o  t r y  t o  make  good t he  Lares pledge, so
that the  Ye a r  o f  t he  Centennial  w o u l d  f i n d  u s  a l ready engaged' i n  a rmed
struggle f o r  independence under  CAL ' s  slogan: Independence o r  Death!

Before leaving, I  w ish to  express our  grat i tude f o r  the sol idar i ty offered
us b y  revolut ionaries everywhere — but, l i k e  Che  Guevara i n  h i s  message
to the  Tr icont inental  o n  the  many  Viet-Nams, w e  bel ieve t ha t  t h e  greatest
solidarity that  can be extended to  revolutionaries is  f o r  everyone to  develop
his o w n  struggle against U S  imper ia l ism and  a l l  t he  o ther  oppressors. W e
are s t r i v ing  to  ca r ry  ou t  the  struggle through o u r  o w n  efforts, basing our -
selves on  the experiences gained i n  o ther  parts o f  the  wor ld .
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I don't want to hold you here any longer, but I would like to ask you 
one last question. What moved you to create CAL? 

On September 23, 1963, on the occasion of the commemoration of the Cry 
of Lares, all the patriotic forces signed the so-called Declaration of Lares; 
in it they pledged themselves to do their best to attain our independence 
before the Centennial - which is this year. Perhaps that was the biggest 
stimulus that led us to organize the Liberation Armed Commandos last year, 
since we considered it our duty to try to make good the Lares pledge, so 
that the Year of the Centennial would find us already engaged· in armed 
struggle for independence under CAL's slogan: Independence or Death! 

Before leaving, I wish to express our gratitude for the solidarity offered 
us by revolutionaries everywhere - but, like Che Guevara in his message 
to the Tricontinental on the many Viet-Nams, we believe that the greatest 
solidarity that can be extended to revolutionaries is for everyone to develop 
his own struggle against US imperialism _and all the other oppressors. We 
are striving to carry out the struggle through our own efforts, basing our
selves on the experiences gained in other parts of the world. 




