





| TO THE
| READER

I have lived: to duty I pledged my arms
And never once did the Sun come o’er the
" hills

Without my battle and my victory
witnessing...

We open our pages with the verses
of Marti, and with this issue we close
a stage, because in the next edition
our magazine will have a new format.
In saying goodby to our present
format, we feel a tinge of sadness,
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| JOSE MARTI:
THE CUBAN NATIONAL HERO

The name José Marti is inscribed in Cuba’s and America’s Hall

of Fame, alongside the names of the great liberators Bolivar, Sucre

and San Martin. ; .

" Marti’s ideas reveal the historical period in which he lived, and

serve as a guide for anti-imperialist action of the peoples of our
|, continent.

A man of action as well as a writer, he directed all his efforts at
freeing Cuba and America from the Spanish colonial yoke.

In 1985 Marti, with singular vision, already had a premonition
- of the imperialist menace that hovered over America, and on May
18 he wrote to his great Mexican friend Manuel Mercado, in a
letter that was left unfinished because of his death in battle:

“Every day I am in danger of giving my life for my country
and my duty — for I understand that duty and have the courage
to carry it out — the duty of preventing the United States from
expanding into the Antilles as Cuba gains its independence, and
from overpowering with that additional strength our lands of
America. All I have done so far, and all I will do, is for this
purpose.”

Despite his death, Marti’s example remained alive in the
combatants, who were finally able to throw out the colonial
conquistador. This force continued to guide all those who later
had to struggle against foreign domination and reactionary
,8overnments.

' " One hundred years after his birth — July 26, 1953 — a group
of young people who called themselves the Centenial Generation
organized the attack on the Moncada Fortress to begin the now-

_triumphant Cuban Revolution. At the head of these youths was

+ Fidel Castro, who stated in his historic declaration before the

"\ dictatorship’s tribunal that was judging him for his heroic action:

“In the same way, they prevented me from receiving the books -
of Marti; it seemed that the prison censorship considered it too
subversive. Or was it b}ecause I said that Marti was the guiding
spirit of the 26th of July? Reference books on any other subject
were also denied me during this trial. But it makes no difference!

" T carry the teachings of the Master in my heart, and in my mind

| the noble ideas of all those who have defended people’s freedom

' everywhere.”

" By publishing a small sample of his rich literary work, which
was closely bound to his revolutionary tasks, Tricontinental pays
tribute to the 130th anniversary of the birth of José Marti, the
Cuban national hero who belongs to a whole continent and to the
future.




MARTI: SYNTHESIS

OF

HIS LIFE

EMILIO ROIG DE LEUCHSENRING

HE dawn of 1953 found
the Isle of Cuba subject-
ed to the bloody despot-
ism of the Spanish colo-
nial regime. For thirty
years it had been suffering under
the unchecked military rule of the
Captain-Generals Vives, Tacén,
O’Donnell and Concha. The white
creoles were enslaved as well as
the blacks, deprived of any kind
of political and civil rights and
even of humane treatment. The
Cuban population was submerged
in the most terrible spiritual decay.
Except through individual initia-
tive, education and cultural op-
portunities were totally lacking.
Persecution, prison, exile, execu-
tions and assassination followed
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one upon another as a daily oc-
curence, in an attempt to block or
suffocate the people’s protests and
rebellions,

José Marti was born on January
28, 1853 at 41 Paula Street (now
314 Leonor Pérez Street), Havana,
in a time marked by rebellion
against the despotic metropolis and
the irrepressible desire for inde-
pendence and freedom.

His parents were Mariano Marti
y Navarro, from Valencia, at that
time a first sergeant in the Royal
Artillery Corps, and Leonor Pérez
y Cabrera, from Santa Cruz de Te-
nerife, one of the Canary Islands.
His paternal grandparents were
Vicente Marti and Manuela Nava-
‘rro; his maternal grandparents
were Antonio Pérez and Rita Cabre-

\ra. Sisters: Carmen, Antonia, Leo-


















must form ranks so the giant with
the seven-league boots shall not
pass! It is the time of mobilization,
of marching together, and we must
go forward in close order, like
silver in the veins of the Andes.”
Marti gave a speech in New
York on October 10, 1891, in com-
memoration of the 1868 uprising
in Demajagua led by Carlos Manuel
de Céspedes, father of the country.
With their patriotic fires quickened
_ by this speech, emigré patriots in
Tampa invited Marti to speak there.
His voice rose on the platform of
the Liceo Cubano. He began: “I
have within my heart the star and
the dove.... I want the first law
of our Republic to be the Cuban
cult of full dignity for man.”

And so began the task of making
the revolution. Some resolutions
were approved that later formed
the basis for the platform of the
Cuban Revolutionary Party, the
organization that would gather
together all Marti's revolutionary
campaigns and proposals, and
channel them toward the ideal of
freedom and independence for the
country.

On January 5, 1892 the Platform
and Secret Statutes of the Cuban
Revolutionary Party were discussed
and approved.

On April 10 they were proclaimed
by the Cuban and Puerto Rican
emigrés. The first article of the
Platform declares that the objective
of the Party is “to achieve absolute
independence for the Island of
Cuba, and to aid and encourage
hat of Puerto Rico, through the
combined efforts of all men of
good will”.

- Marti, the creator, organizer,
soul and life of the Cuban Revo-
lutionary Party, wanted to free
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it completely from any personality
cult since, as he stated in 1892,
“when you form a party free of
any personal interest, it is not a
party, in
forming; it is a people.” From
then on, he took on its leadership
with complete freedom but at th
same time with democratlc respon
sibility.

The Party didn’t even have the,

title of President, but rather of
Delegate, with a Treasurer charged
with the collection, keeping and
disbursement of funds.

Thus Marti was elected Party
Delegate.

The newspaper Patria (Home-
land), whose first edition appeared
March 14, was founded as the
unofficial voice of the Party.

From September, 1892 until his
departure for the field of battle,
Marti prodigiously multiplied his
revolutionary organizational activ-
ities, travelling around to many
towns in the United States, visiting
Santo Domingo, Haiti, Jamaica,
Costa Rica, Panama and Mexico,
seeking followers for the liberation
cause, uniting spirits, dissipating
rancor and discord, gaining the
participation of the leaders of the
“glorious decade”.
get them to reach agreements
among themselves and with the
new liberation patriots in a com-
mon plan to overthrow the Spanish
dominion and free Cuba by force
of arms.

Among his many tasks was
collecting the funds indispensable
for the acquisition of arms and
other war supplies.

On April 1, 1895 Marti wrote a
letter to Gorzalo de Quesada that
is considere . his literary testament,
in which he gives his favorite
disciple and faithful collaborator
some  precise recommendations
concerning the form and order that
should be followed in the publica-
tion of his works. Referring to his

truth, that you are:

He was able to'















































































































































































































































































































































