


b0 Ehe reader

Marshal Kim [l Sung, leader of all Koreans, has on 1wo
occasiony made proposals for a solution to Horea's
division. “On the Reunification of Korea," in Starting Points,
pregents these views.,

The second section of thiz issue of Tricontinental.
Experiences and Facts, starts with our title, “The White
Plague." The myth of race rulex over South Africa

in its most absurd and criminal extreme. The French
journalist Edosard Bailby shows objectively the

hateful manner in which sparthefd junctions, The section
continues with “Conversations in the Northeast” by the
Uruguayan writer Maria Esther Gllin, In her article,

we are hit by the violent shock beétween the wealth
exhibited from subcontinental Brazil and the ertreme
poverty in the Northeast, with itz bamec lotijundism.
Indonesia iz the dream of big eapltal, which seeks a
“democratic® Eden after the ferocious repression

that accompanied the military coup and itz criminal

and inflexible control over the entire country. Proof

of the gears of power in present-doy Indonesia iz the article
by the Indonesian leader Ibrahim [rd, “Bloody
Democracy,” third in the section that ends with
“Endemic Disease” by the Italian doctor Giovanni
Rerlinguer, whose well-documented evidence shows why
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Imperiniism and eolonlalism must be considered the chief
pestilences that have afflicted humanity.

US mass communications have aecustomed us to the
image of the Yankee soldier, provud of hiz rank, convinced
of hir invulnerability and of the grand destiny of his
cause. Today the reality of Viet Nam presents a very
different picture: demoralized troops, mass desertions,
lefeat and escape, fruits of the vital end foreeful

reply of a people ready te sacrifice all for their
independence and lberty, and of the progressive acquisition
of consciousness among the best of the North American
people who seek a pure and bright future for their
country rather than that of an octopus sucking the world.
“Soldier Against the War™ in Man and Hiz World is the
result of an interview with ex-soldier David Dorey

who paints the growth among Gls of a determined
opposition to their country's agoressive present,

Thiz section concludes with an interview with Huayif
Hauatmeh, leader of the Democratie People’s Front

for the Liberation of Palestine (DPFLP). entitfled
“Definitions of a Battle,” which establizshes imporiant
questions of principle concerning liberation in the

Middle East.

The report by Amilear Cabral, Secretary-General

of PAIGC, on eight months of struggle, from January to
August 1871, iz recorded, because of its significance, in
Notes for History under the title “Fruits of a Struggle” and
provides us with the rich result of the prodigious hattle

for liberation and the gradual decay of decrepit
Portuguese colonialism. And finally, with a panorama

of his nation’s subjupated condition, the leader of the
Puerto Rican Socialist Party (PSP) Juan Mari-Brds,
sketches in “From the Colomy to Socialism,” the future
perspectives for the independence struggle of his

counitry, included in Tricontinental on the March

conkents
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More than a century ago, the US imperialists carried out the first aggression
Sgninet the Korean people. In 1B60 the armed ship USS General Bherman
reached Lthe coasts of the Korean peninsula intending to occupy the {erritorcy
ol pave the way to converting Korea into a US colony.

That Imperialist adventure failed. Nevertheless, the United States never
abandoned iis project. At the end of the Second World War, under the banner
of the United Nations, it occupied the southern part of Korem militarily and
submitted itz inhabitants to a regime of terror under the puppel Syngman Rhee,

The Korean nation, made up of the same working people, the same langusge
and with profound historie roots, wasz artificially divided at the 38th paralel

Silll not eatisfied, the US imperinlists hoped to fulfill thelr old dream, and
in 1850 they Initiated a war of aggresslon against thé Democratic People's
Republic of Korea, Three years later they were defeated and obliged to sign

the armistice of Panmunjon.

'mrtllu Degplite the Korean perple's struggle for reunification of their country, the
Korenn nation remains divided and US troops continwe to occupy the southern
part of the country.

ﬂmﬂtﬂ The government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea has always

ovidenced its desire for peaceful reunification of the country. The President of
the Council of Ministers and Secretary-General of the Workers' Party of Eorea,

L - L]
On the Reunlflcatlon Kim 1 Sung, declared in a speech on August 8, 1971, that his government was
prepared to discuss the peaceful reunification of the country with all souath

Korean organizations and political parties, including the Demoeratic-Republican

Party.
Of Korea The US imperialists and the present puppet regime of Pak Chung Hee, rather

than accepting the just and reasonable proposals of the Democratic People's

Kirm |l Sung Republic of Korea ' which have the support of the Korean population, north
= nnd south, declared a state of national emergency last December on the pretext
of a false threat of aggression from the north ageinsit the south.

The false affirmation by the puppet Pak Chung Hee and the imperialists was
revealed by the leader of the Korean people, Marshal Kim 11 Sung, In a New
Years spesch and in the interview published by the Japanese paper Yemiurl
Shimbun last January 10. Triconiinental publishes here the basic part of the
respective expositions by Marshal Kim [1 Sung in which he reitecates his firm
position concerning the problem of Korean reunifieation and analyres the tenge
situation that exists In the zone and that could be the prelude to a new impe-
rinlist aggression against the Democratic People's Republic of Korea

TopAY, THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE Korean nation, north and south, the
aspiration to peaceful reunification of our homeland is increasing
as never before, \

For the first time in 26 years of liberation, the representatives of
the Red Cross organizations of north and south Korea have
succeeded in meeting in Panmunjon to discuss important ques-
tions that could mitigate to a certain extent the suffering which
the separation of north and south has caused our fellow country=
men. The entire people of north and south Korea view with great

oy these contacts which, however late, are now taking place

tween the two sides; and it is a unanimous desire that the
conversations already initiated be influential in eliminating the
barriers erected between north and south, and in the achievement
of the peaceful reunification of the homeland.

And this is the very moment in which the reactionaries and
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the government of south Korea proclaim the so-called “state of
emergency” on the pretext of a “threat of aggression from the
north aganst the south” and unleash an hysterical wave of fascist
repression against the people.

aily, these scoundrels invent every kind of infamous fascist-
type law, ruthlessly repress even the most elementary democratic
freedoms of speech, press, assembly and association, and maintain
south Korean society in a state of permanent yneasiness and
terror. A few days ago, despite the strong resistance of the
opposition parties and the different sectors of the population, they
fabricated a repugnant fascist law: the law of “extraordinary
measures for national defense.” What the reactionaries of south
Korea basically seek with their fascist machinations, is to repress
the increasing aspirations of the south Korean people for peaceful
reunification and cause the contacts and conversations between
north and south to fail, in opposition to the unanimous desire of
the entire nation and against the course of the times.

The present puppet government of south Korea is made up of
the same military gang that usurped power at gunpoint under
the sponsorship of the Yankee imperialists, in order to smash
the peaceful unification asp'rations which, following the popular
uprising of April 19, 1960, were reaching ever greater heights
among the south Korean people. After assuming their puppet
power, they tried to deceive the south Korean people with appeal-
ing slogans of “independence,” * perity” and “modernization”
but their true nature has been known to the world for a long
time now. Durit:g the past ten years, south Korea has been
following not a “road of. in ndence” but rather a more in-
flexible dependency, not a road of “prosperity” and “moderniza-
tion" but one of total ruin and destruction.

The puppet clique of south Korea finds itself submerged in a
serious political and economie erisis from which it w.ll never be
able to emerge and so it debates with mounting uneasiness and
desperation each day. With the proclamation of the so-called “state
of emergency” and the unleashing of a new repressive wave, it
seeks a way out of the pit it has fallen into, which is no more
than its final and desperate death rattle. The fact of having
proclaimed the “state of emergency” and false “threat of aggres-
sion from the north against the south" is an act of major depravity
on the part of the south Korean puppet clique by which it tries
to deceive the south Korean e and wur?d public opinion and
get a few more arms and dollars from its boss. History will never
forgive this infamous betrayal of the fatherland and no one will
be deceived by the stratagem.

In these days the puppet cligue of south Korea, as is its custom,
claims that we are about to launch an attack because we have
now completed our war preparations. It is true that we are
strengthening our nation’s defensive capacity. This does not mean
that we intend to resolve the problem of unification of the father-
land at gun point. If we are increasing defensive power it is to
safeguard the country and the nation, to protect our socialist
conquests from the aggression of the Yankee imperialists and the
Japanese militarists.

ur armed forces are always devoted to self-defense,

Only when the imperialists, the reactionary classes and the
counterrevolutionaries resort to violence against the revolution

does the power of the dictatorship of the proletariat respond with
violence. This is the general principle of Marxism-Leninism and
L] to action for the government of our republic. For this
# all the ballyhoo by the south Korean puppet cligue :hnu:
.pmcd “threat of aggression from the north against the south
ﬁ ng but absurd demagogy.
ts demonstrate that no one is fooled by the south Korean
clique. On the contrary, their demagogy and their cam-
gn of fascist repression provoke great indignation and protest
among the south Korean people and the peoples of the world.
Bven certain ruling class circles of reaction and establishment
jeations in the United States and Japan point out that the
amation of a “state of emergency” in south Korea is nothing
m cock and bull story invented more for internal purposes 1o
gvercome the social crisis than because of a real threat of aggres-
glon against the south. A western publication reported that the
proclamation of the state of emergency by the south Korean
liticians, far from being motivated by a “threat of aggression
the north against the south” is related to the many internal
problems that must be solved and is designed to silence the dis-
gontent of the south Korean people who become more disgusted
every day with the severe economic crisis, and to suppress student
demonstrations, protests by intellectuals and the resistance of the
opposition parties, : X
e south Korean puppet clique must discard the stupid
illusion that the US imperialists and J:}ELMF militarists are
going to save them from catastrophe. e times and circum-
stances have changed. The period is East when the US imperial-
ists can run the internal affairs of other countries at their whim,
and for a long time now their gwn collapse has prevented them
from answering even for themselves. Now the US imperialists
are facing a profound political and economic crisis within the
country and are becoming completely isolated in the international
field. Sato's clique in Japan also finds itself confused by the
discord that has arisen within ruling class circles and the ener-
getic antigovernmental struggle by the great popular masses.
When all is said and done, the situation of the south Kaorean
uppet clique and that of its bosses is no different. Just as the
ankee imperialists and Sato’s clique in Japan were unable to
save the Taiwanese clique of Chiang Kai Shek from ruin or that
of Thieu in south Viet Nam, neither will they ever be able to
save the puppet clique of south Korea.

Up until now and despite this situation, the south Korean
puppsts have tried to maintain themselves in power by attaching
themselves to the US imperialists and the Japanese militarists.
They implore Yankee imperialism — which because of its own
straits proposes to “reduce,” however formally, its armed forces
of aggression in south Korea — not to “reduce” these forces and
they even open new doors for aggressive Japanese militarism.
With these national betrayals, the south Korean puppet clique
unlg precipitates its ruin.

esides, it is truly ridiculous that the south Korean puppet
clique should dream of achieving “unification™ by smashing com-
munism with the support of the Yankee imperialists and Jap-
anese militarists, History has increasingly demonstrated that
communism cannot be liquidated. The communist movement now




hag more than 100 years of history, beginning with the Pm

Commune. Up until now there has never been an imperialist nor
a lackey of'imperialism who didn't oppose communism. But none

of them have been able to annihilate it.

Moreover, the successive puppet governments of south Korea,
without exception, have used every kind of desperate force
against communism under any slogan. But communism has not

been wiped out in our country and instead has spread and hs

become stronger day by day. In the northern part of the republic,
communist ideas have been the prevalent ideology and have
become a great material force in all areas: political, economie,

cultural and military. Communist ideology has also planted dee
roots in the hearts of many revolutionaries and people in sou
Korea, so that fortunately today the chances are nil for the
puppet cligue of south Korea to achieve itz dream of “unifica-
tion” by smashing communism,

The south Korean puppet clique must open its eyes to the
realities of today. If it persists in its vilely traitorous acts against
the country and the nation, opposing the march of history, and
failing to abandon its anachronistic way of thinking as it has
? to now, there will be no escape for it. If the degraded south

orean politiciang want to find some way out, even at this late
date, they must frankly admit their crimes and stop prostituting
the country and the nation to the Yankee imperialists and Jap-
anese militarists, halt the vile maneuvers in which they are
engaged today, put an immediate end to the fascist repression
against the south Korean people and reply sincerely to the appeal
made by the government of our republic addressed to achieving
peaceful reunification by means of consultation among Koreans.

The government of the DPRK has repeatedly presented the
most just and reasonable proposals for the independent and
peaceful unification of the country. Just in the past year, the
government of the republic presented eight points as one- more
Eruposnl for peaceful reunification, in the fifth session of the

ugreme Assembly of the People elected for the fourth period
and, in particular, in the s given last August 6, we made
clear our disposition to m contact at any moment with all
political parties including the Democratic-Republican Party, and
with south Korean social organizations and personalities. All
our plans and proposals for the independent and peaceful reunifi-
cation of the fatherland have the warm support and approval
not only of the people of the northérn part of the republic but
also of broad popular masses and personalities of diverse sectors
of south Korea. The south Korean politicians should also have
the courage to reply to our just and impartial proposals, in
keeping with this great national current. Only in this way will
they be acting justly as members of the Korean nation. And
I believe that only by acting in this fashion could the south
Korean puppet government be pardoned, though late, for the
crimes they have committed against the fatherland and the
people, and find salvation. p

pr even at this stage the south Korean rulers decide to cut
their bonds of dependency with foreign forces and end their
national betrayal and conduct themselves like authentic Koreans,
we would not guestion their past and we would solve with them
the problem of the fatherland's peaceful reunification.

1‘-__F-~P{ stherland.

the future, too, our party and the government of the republic
| to insist on the independent and peaceful reunifica-
s of the fatherland and will do everything in its power to see
Shis sseomplished. But if despite our patient efforts, the south

ppet clique fails to reach an agreement with us and
r: road of national betrayal, it will wind up being over-
- without ever having been pardoned for its crimes against

L the Yankee imperialists are lying low now, their
1 nature is the same as it always was and, unfortunately,
gonlinue so. The mask of “peace” that the Yankee imperial-
et is nothing more than a smokescreen to deceive the
Nixon's perversity and cunning can outmatch anyone’s.
b Yankee imperialists have not given up their ginister plan to
juate the division of our country and convert south Korea
8lo their permanent colony and they pursue their machinations
' oeation against the north of the republie, by inciting the
Korean puppet clique.

In addition, the Japanese militarists, reborn thanks to the work
of Yankee imperialism, openly manifest their ambition to attack
pur country again. The Japanese militarists are making every
kind of preparation to act as “shock troops" for the Yankee
Imperialists in a war of aggression against our country and are
Just waiting for an opportunity to invade us.

Under these circumstances, the entire south and north Korean
people must be increasingly vigilant against the aggressive
machinations of the Yankee imperialists and the Japanese militar-
ists. By no means can our pecple permit the country to be cap-
tured by the Yankee imperialists and Japanese militarists to
become their slaves, nor can we repeat the ignominious history
of 1910 that brought the country to ruin, Everyone in the Korean
nation, despite their political and religious differences, must
unite firmly under the banner of salvation of the fatherland and
independent reunification and must carry out an active struggle
to frustrate the aggressive maneuvers of the Yankee imperialists
and Japanese militarists.

Even those who have committed crimes against the country
and the nation must rise up courageously against the aggression
of the Yankee imperialists and the Japanese militarists, in this
nationwide stru }l): for the independent reunification of the
fatherland, by wﬁigch.they will be demonstrating their repentance.
If the pharisaical south Korean politicians also want to redeem
their crime of having betrayed the nation, they will have 1o
respond by incorporating themselves into this struggle. The¥ must
fight to expel the Yankee imperialists from south Korea instead
of begging them to stay and fight to frustrate the machinations
of a new aggression by the Japanese militarists instead of opening
the doors of the south of the country to them.

If the entire people of south and north Korea struggle to-
gether as one man, we will surely be able to turn back any
imperialist aggression. If the US imperialists and the Japanese
militarists finally unleash a war of a ion in our country, the

entire people of south and north Korea will join in one single
file in a life or death struggle against the enemy, and will com-
pletely annihilate the aggressors and unify the divided fa-
therland.




On the Problem of the Reunification of Our Country

TODAY THE GENERAL SITUATION in our country is developing ver{
u

favorably for our people’s struggle for the independent, peacef
reunificat.on of the couniry.

The successes of socialist vonstruction made in the northern
under the banner of the Juche idea further
consolidate the political and economic basis for the independent
reunificaton of the country, give great hope and confidence to
the people of the southern half and vigorously rouse them to the

half of the coun

struggle for the peaceful reunification of the country.

Lately, a tendency toward peaceful reunification is rapidly
growing and the struggle against the fascist rule and for the
democratization of gociety is gaining momentum as never before

in south Korea. The massive advance of the student youth and

people that has continued from before and after the “election”

of the puppet president held last year, and brisk arguments
about national reunification in public and political circles show
that the tendency of opposing the present ruling system and
demanding peaceful reunification is rising in south Korea with
an irresistible force.

As our policy for peaceful reunification enjoys the unanimous
support not only of the Korean people but of broad world publie
opinion, and as the tendency toward peaceful reunification grows
in south Korea, even the south Korean authorities who had
rejected any contact between the north and the south had to
come out to the north-south Red Cross talks, pressed by the
trend of the times. Though rather late and limited in scope the
preliminary talks between the north and south Red Cross
organizations now being held at Panmunjon are very significant
since, at last, Koreans have gotten together to discusg the internal
affairs of the nation. It can said that this is a step forward in
the struggle of our people for reunifying the divided country
peacefully.

Our stand on the talks between the porth and south Red Cross
organizations is clear. We want to mitigate even by a day the
sufferings our people are undergoing because of the division, by
bringing the talks to a success with all sincerity, and pave the
way, with it as a stepping stone, to the peaceful reunification
of the country.

But the stand of the south Korean authorities is quite opposite.
From the first day they were compelled to come out to the talks,
they dragged on the talks under this or that pretext and poured
cold water on the growing tendency toward peaceful reunification,
saying: “Don’t get too excited” and "it is premature.” Saying,
moreover, that we would scon “invade the south" because we
have already finished war preparations, they proclamed a “state
of national emergency” and are again trumping up various evil
fascist laws to buttress it and deliberately aggravating the situation.

Such a racket kicked up by the south Korean puppet cligue
cannot be interpreted other than as a design to prolong their
remaining days by putting down the ever-growing tendency to-
ward peaceful reunification in south Korea, scuttling contacts
and negotiation between the north and the south and perpe-
tuating the division. It is not accidental that even some reaction-
ary ruling circles of the United States and Japan and the press

payroll say in this connection that the proclamation of
of emergency” in south Korea is not because of the
“southward aggression” but, rather, a political trick
il up because of the internal situation.
[ rh Korean rulers can deceive nobody and solve nothing
_ foolish tricks. :
wned by the rapid and disadvantageous change in the
Bal and external situations, they seem to have gore on a
. But they need to cool their heads and think matters
ealmly. 4. Lo
e Umes and situation have changed.
gituation today is different from that of the 40s. when the
perialists could divide our country into the north and
abusing the name of the “UN.” The day has gone when the

_ “ inperialists can meddle in the affairs of other countries and

o the roost. oy
" MNow the US imperialists and the Japanese militarists can
hdly attend to their own affairs.

We think the time has come when the south Korean rulers
#hould give up the antinational stand they have held, seeking
% way out by clinging to the sleeves of the US imperialist ag-

rs and ushering in the Japanese aggressors, turning their
mn the compatriots.

If the south Korean rulers are to find a true way :aut, they
ghould accept the national stand, give up even now their absurd
sssertion that they would “build up strength” with the backing
of outside forces to overpower north Korea by force and attain
“peunification by prevailing over communism,” and accept our
fair and aboveboard proposals to reunify the country in a peace-
ful way by joining the efforts of the Korean people themselves.

You asked me about our concrete program for the reunifica-
tion of the country. Qur program for national reunification is not
different from the previous gne. We have invariably maintained
that the question of our country's reunification, an internal
affair of our nation. should be solved not by the interference of
putside forces but by the efforts of the Korean people them-
selves, not by war but in a peaceful way. i,

We clarified the program for the independent, peaceful reunifi-
cation of the country in the eight-point proposals for nnltmnal
salvation advanced at a sess'on of the Supreme People's As-
sembly of the Democratic  People’s Republic of Korea held in
April last year, in the speech made on August 6 last year and in
the New Year address this year. We will invariably make every
effort in the future to realize the program.

The success of the talks now going on between the north and
south Red Cross organization amid great interest in the whole
nation, will create a favorable atmosphere for the peaceful
reunification of the country. ;

The south Korean authorities, talking about some sort of
“gtage” prattle that this can be done and that cannot be done
and that only certain kinds of undertakings must be done first
and the other things be deferred. These are delaying tactics and
not an attitude for solving problems.

If the north-south Red Brnss talks yield good results and
mutual and free exchange is established between the families,
relatives and friends torn apart in the north and south, their




suffering will be lessened and, at the same time, the frozen rels
tions between north and south will be thawed and mut
understanding deepened.

It is a matter of vital importance for the peaceful reunification
of the country as well as for peace in Asia and the rest of the|
world to remove tension in our country.

In order to remove tension in Korea, it iz necessary, first of
all, to replace the Korean Armistice Agreement with a peace
agreement between the north and south. We hold that a' peace
agreement should be concluded between the north and south and

the armed forces of north and south Korea be cut drasticallyl

under the condition that the US imperialist aggressor troops are
withdrawn from south Korea,

We have made it clear more than once that we have no inte
tion of “invading the south.” If the south Korean rulers have no
intention of “marching north for reunificalion,” there will be
no reason for them to refuse to cong'ude a peace agreement

between the north and south. If the; truly want peace in our}

country and peaceful reunification, they should agree to conclude
a peace agreement between the wuorth and south, instead of
clamoring about the fictitious “threat of southward aggresion.”

We call for north-south political negotiat on to strengthen con-
tacts and ties between the north amd south and solve the gues-
tion of national reunification.

Many problems arise in putting an end to the tragedy of the

national split and reunifying the country peacefully. All these
problems can be satisfactorily selved only through political
negotiation between the north and south.

e are ready to have negotiations with all the political parties
of south Korea including the Democratic-Republican Party, the
New Democratic Party and the Nationalist Party, at any time
and at any plare agreed upon. Now the south Korean authorities
are talking this or that without having a meeting. It does not
help solve the question of reunification peacefully to reject
negotiations, talking about “peaceful reunification” only in words.
In order to solve the question of the reunification of the country
peacefully, various political parties of north and south Korea
must hold intensive bilateral or multilateral negotiations to ex-
change political views on national reunification and to find a
reasonable way to peaceful reunification.

We always keep our door open to anyone for negotiations and
contacts between the north and the south. If anyone, though he
committed crimes against the country and the people, sincerely
repents of his past doings and takes a road of patriotism for the
peaceful reunification of the country, we will not ask about his
crimes but gladly negotiate with him the question of the country’s
reunification,

When all the Koreans unite and fight along the road for the
reunification of the country, we will surely be able to drive out
the US and Japanese aggressors, tide over the crisis of national
ruin created in south rea and achieve the peaceful reunifica-
tion of the country without fail. We are sure that though the
question of Korean reunification is still complicated, there is a
prospect of peacefully solving it sooner or later in accordance
with the will of our people and on the principle of national self-
determination.

BNDEFIENCes
.D and Facts
The White Plague

Edouard Bailby

On the African subcontinent a complex economic-social system that seeks to conwvert
the Union of South Africa into a white imperial power 15 heing constructed.

It its expansionist polley, subimperialism in South Africa projects the control of the
greatest possible number of countries sgouth of the Sahara, and especially Malawd,
Rhodesia, Zambia, Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland, Angola, Mozambique and the bantustans
themselves, ; :

And while South African tentacles try to seize meighboring le‘!_'htt:!:']ts. independent
or not, internally the racist regime of Pretoria imposes apartheid in an attempt to
maintain the status quo. :

We reprint the testimony collected by the French journdlist Edouard Bailby cln': the
application of the theory of separate development of the races, and iis consequences
— without digging Into the real reasons of economic exploitation — in sex, education,
housing, work and sports, that is, in the daily life of the black, colored and Indian
inhabitants of the extreme south of the Afriean continent







Tue First colonizers who landed in
South Africa more than three cen-
turies ago were the Dutch. They
settled in Cape province in the ex-
treme south. In the 19th century
they were joined by the British
who tried to impose domination
over the original colonizers but the
latter refused, to submit to the
crown and left by the thousands for
the unknown interior of the coun-
try. This exodus — the Great
Trek — lasted some ten years, dur-
ing which time the Dutch fought
many fierce battles against the
blac whom they encountered
along their march,

The Union of South Africa became
a part of the British Commonwealtb
long before it obtained its indepen-
dence in 1961. At present it is gov-
erned by descendentes of the
Dutch colonizers, the Afrikanders,
whose language, Afrikaans, is very
similar to Dutch and who are Me-
thodists.

The Afrikanders control the prin-
cipal governmental and adminis-
trative posts through the Nation-
alist Party; the demands of apar-
theid forced their coexistence with
the English-speaking descendents of
the British colonizers, who repre-
sent less than 40% of the total of
4 000 000 whites living in the Union
of South Africa, including also some
300 000 descendents of French Hu-
guenots and certain other European
groups, compared to 14000000
blacks, 2000 000 mestizos of various
races and 650030 Indians. These
groups live in an area twice the
size of France,

Officially apartheid is a system
designed to stimulate the separate
development of the four ethnic com-
munities or, in other words, to pre-

serve the traditions, language and
interests of each of them. It is based
on one fundamental principle: a
nonwhite must never control a
white. “We wish to preserve our
western and European way of life,”
the whites say, “and since we are
in a minority, we are forced to pro-
tect ourselves so the majority
doesn't swallow us.” As self-justifi-
cation, they point to the fact that
the Unicn of South Africa is an
industrialized country today with
an extensive network of ultra-
modern highways, skyscrapers, fac-
tories, and an exceptional rate of
growth in the western world and
unique on the African ~ontinent.

“As s counterpart of the progress
we achieve by means of hard work
and discipline,” they add, “we give
the blacks and other ethnic groups
the opportunity to develop within
the framework of their own tradi-
tions.” This i what Prime Minister
Vorster says in a very simple for-
mula: South Africa is a multination-
al state and will never be a multi-
racial state.

I saw for myseli what this meant.

Landing at Johannesburg airport
in the midst of gold mines whose
fine dust is piled in parallelepipeds,
and hundreds of villas with private
swimming pools. I saw in the wait-
ing room the first warning: Euro-
peans only. The others — blacks,
colored or Indians — have to go
through another door intc a sepa-
rate room. This was my first en-
counter with apartheid. I was faced
with it throughout my stay in the
Union of South Africa, and even
when I would have liked to forget
it, events recalled its existence in
the most unusual places. Whites,
Blankes, Europeans, these three
words mean the same thing, White:
1 saw, I saw again: I read, I read

B | lstened and listened again,
v ir 1 opened a door to get
# 8 bus, Embarrassing, irritating,

ive, humiliating, like wounds
e landscape. At times this ex-
ot of apartheid reaches gro-
exiremes. For instance, in
tpoort, on the Mozambigue
iler, there are six different toilet
lities: one for white men,

iher for white women; one for
men, another for black
, one for Indian men, another
Indian women; but they've left
the colored. On the Cape penin-
, Which extends some 40 miles
B the Indian and Atlantic oceans,
tourist bus crosses an animal
Maerve in which some paths are
ferved for whites and others for
nonwhites,

The entire Union of South Africa
lves under the apartheid slogan. In
Johannesburg, as in the rest of the
gountry, there are two types of
buses: red for the Europeans and
green for the non-Europeans. In the
parks, on the avenues, at the bus
#lops, nonwhites cannot sit on the
same benches as whites. The same
pegregation applies to taxis. Post
@ffices and liquor stores have sepa-
rate doors, one for whites and the
other for nonwhites. Movie houses,
theaters, restaurants, bars and night
elubs are almost all reserved for
whites. Blacks can't use the same
elevator as whites; in sports cen-
ters, the blacks are shunted into a
corner, and in Johannesburg station
I saw entire corridors for whites
only. In Durban, South Africa’s
Miami in the Indian Ocean, there
are four beaches: one for whites,
one for blacks, one for Indians and
the other for colored. Nonwhites are
absolutely prohibited from enter-
ing or staying in a hotel for whites.
Apartheid is lax only when it would
be too costly to enforce it, as for
example in airplanes, where racial
gegregation is not applied. But once
on the ground, the nonwhites take

one road and the whites another.
These are some of the wisible
signs of apartheid immediately evi-
dent to the tourist or traveler. Even
foreign sailors stopping over in
South African ports are subjected
to these regulations. The only pub-
lic places where racial mixing is
permitted are in the churches at
Sunday mass, where men and
women of all colors pray together.
That is, with the exception of the
Dutch Reformed Church, which is
precisely the church that most
Afrikanders belong to and which
does practice apartheid. Except on
this unique occasion, nonwhites ean
only appear in the same public
places with whites if they are work-
ing there. That is, racial segregation
is such that it is virtually impos-
sible for whites 1o have contact
with nonwhites outside of work
hours unless they invite each other
to their homes. For example, it is
forbidden for a white and a non-
white to have a drink together in
a public place. In South Africa, peo-
ple of different colors can’t even
walk together on the street, because
there's no place they can meet.

Numbers

“We aren't citizens, we're simply
numbers. Slavery was supposed to
have been abolished in the 19th
century but here we continue 1o live
like slaves.” The author of these
words is James Mafuna, a black of
30 and some years. For 18 months,
he has been working as a journal-
ist for the Rand Daily Mail, one of
the most important English-lan-
guage newspapers in the Republic of

outh Africa and one of the few
that has taken a liberal stand. Like
all blacks, Mafuna is classified

administratively in a category, a
specific section, and his identity has




been reduced to a computer card.
Everyone who has worked for ten
consecutive years in Johannesburg,
and for the same boss, belongs to
section 10-1-A. 1f you work for 15
years in the same city with dif-
ferent bosses, you are in section
10-1-B, and so it goes. Any breech,
even after 20 or 30 years of work,
can put you into an inferior cate-
gory which means an interminable
series of miserable administrative
obstacles and job, housing, and tra-
vel problems. Mafuna, one of the
eight black journalists who works
on the Rand -Daily Mail, receives a
relatively “exceptional” salary be-
cause they pay him almost as much
as his white colleagues for doing
the same work. However, as a black,
he does not have the right to live
where he wants nor to move around
freely, “Because I am black,” he
told me, “I ecan't even live with my
wife.” It is a fact that, according to
the law, a black citizen born and
living in a city or district which is
part of the white area — which in-
cludes more than 85% of the Union
of South Africa — cannot change his
place of residence without specific
authorization. Since his wife lives
on one street and he on another,
they have to meet in the home of
their in-laws. “When my wife was
pregnant, we talked for a long time
about where the child should be
born. It was a sterile discussion: we
quickly reached the conclusion that,
no matter what we did, our child
would he subjected to the same
restrictions and humiliations as we
are.” Mafuna is a man whose dig-
nity has been trampled on and who
cannot hide his rebellion against
such injustice, His manner of speak-
ing reflects the emotion of a tor-
mented and morally wounded man.
But he still has courage. “I refuse
to be reduced to the level of a

vegetable' he said. “I won't let them
destroy me.” He studies French at
night “in order to be able to.read
the French-speaking African writ-
ers”; he studies and suhmerEes him-
self 1n reading. When 1 asked-him
if I could publish his name, he
answered: “For us, blacks, our en-
tire existence is a permanent pro-
blem: if I have a few more difficul-
ties, it doesn't matter....”

Implacable Laws

Apartheid crystallized as a doc-
trine inm 1848, but in practice it was
simply the culmination of three
centuries of racism. Each law ap-
proved reflects the systematic in-
tention of the white minority to
maintain economic and political
supremacy over the rest of the pop-
ulation. Certain examples will serve
to demonstrate this fact. A black
cannot remain within the ecity for
more than 72 hours without special
authorization, which can be with-
drawn at any moment and on any
pretext. Neither are you permitted
to have under your roof for more

than 72 hours, a married daughter, |

a son more than 18 years old or any
other relative, If declared “sur-
plus” at any moment, he can be
forced to leave his house and live
some place designated by the gov-
ernment.

Without judicial mandate and at
“whatever reasonable hour of the
day or night,” the police have the
right to enter and register any spot
in which there is reason to believe
that a black man of more than 18

ars of age iscommitting the sin of
iving with hig father without prior
authorization. Moreover, a police-
man has the right to register eve
servant’s room occuf)led by a blac
in a white household

At any moment it can be a crime
for an African to be in the city at
night without a written authoriza-
tion. Every black more than 16 years

earry a reference book.
penlity card i?d mm?where

. and a police re-
y m.-m;‘cnmplﬂzﬂbiugrn-
i ihe bearer. It gives him the
W work within a clearly de-
and no other. If he ghould
be away Irmnkwurkhmure
[ or gets sick and has to
' ‘:.:rn specified for more

#lx months, his rmission
be withdrawn and he would
back to the rural zones.
# has the bad luck of losing his
4l card he must go from city

¥ In search of an identity.
use of a job reservation law,
L eannot hold posts reserved

Whites nor receive the same
' for equal work. Employers
#lso prohibited from replacing
workers with black workers.
h these drastic laws, whites
tain the best jobs and highest

., According to available sta-
, only 2% of them live below
level of subsistence. As a result
::Im privileges that apartheid con-

on them, whites in the low-
#l pconomic categories have a class
rit which is not social but racial.
Engntiﬂn in the Union of South
lea has reached such proportions
that restaurants and cafeterias pre-
fer to hire European tourists as
lemporary employees before engag-
ing black employees, and don’t hes-
ilate to say so in the press.

No school for black children can
function without government au-
thorization; this authorization can
be denied if the government con-
siders that the school is of little in-
terest to blacks. Worse still, it is
an offense for a black resident in
the city to teach any of his black
friends to read and write; it is also
an offense for a white to teach his
servants to read.

Ever since 1927, sexual relations
between persons of different “races”
have been strictly prohibited by
law and the infractions are punigh-

able with a jail sentence. It must be
pointed out, incidentally, that a

rowing number of white South

ricans take weekend exeursions
to the Swaziland and Mozambique
brothels to enjoy the pleasures for-
bidden in their own country. In-
terracial marriages have also been
prohibited since 1849 although it
should be noted that they have not
been exactly stimulated by three
centuries of racism.

A black teacher cannot give lee-
tures in a white club and a black
cannot attend any type of meeting
organized by whites. No black can
buy land in the Union of South
Africa; in certain cases they are
permitted at most to be proprietors
of small shops. Blacks cannot nar-
ticipate in strikes, organize trade
unions or political parties in the
white zone, etc.

The same laws, with few dif-
ferences in detail, are applicable to
colored and Indians.

Absence of Conflict

“But how can you expect that,
with one wave of a magic wand, we
could overcome the natural antag-
onisms among people of different
races?” Piet Nel, top official in the
Ministry of Information and de-
scendant of French Huguenots, said:

Look just at what is happening

in the rest .of Africa, where

blacks kill each other over tribal
questions and coups d'etat oerur
one after another. With our pol-
icy of separate development, the
Union South Africa is polit-
ically one of the most stable
countries in the world. Economic
progress goes ahead without any
problem and one practically nev-
er hears of racisl incidents. It
is precisely to avoid them that
we maintain the special green




buses for blacks and separate

lines at the voting booths.

The same attitude was expressed
by the Minister of Sports, Frank

aring, when last September 12 he
declared that multiracial sports
were unacceptable because they led
to “considerable racial conflict.”

The strongest argument the
whites use on every occasion is that
based on economic progress.

In the Union of South Africa, they

point out blacks earn triple what

they can earn any place else in

Africa; they have their own

schools, three universities, their

own reservations and some day
they will even have their own
states within the Union of South

Africa. So why do the people of

Europe hate us so consistently?

We aren't eriminals.

A horrifying rationalization! The

whites are dishonest in their ra-

cism.

When I told a young white woman
what I thought about all this she
commented: “Separate buses and
benches are not important, the
blacks don't even notice them. What
really counts are the schools, hos-
pitals and housing we construct for
them.”

Exploitation

Apartheid or separate develop-
ment is conceived so that it extracts
the maximum profit from the sys-
tematic exploitation of the tremen-
dous work force supplied by non-
whites and no amount of housing,
schools and hospitals constructed
for blacks can alter this fact. The
laws are clear: under no circumstan-
ces can a black be superior to a
white, except in the territories
specifically reserved for blacks,
however intelligent, industrious and
efficient he may be. In the restau-
rants, the head waiter is invariably

white; in the factories all the en-
gineers and technicians are white
and in the hospitals, all surgical
operations are performed by white
personnel. Nevertheless, according
to a study published recently in the
South Agrir:an press, out ulya total
of 525 white bus drivers on “whites
only” buses in Johannesburgh, 78%

were prepared to accept black driv-

ers “provided they could do the
work.” This reaction is truly notable
in the Union of South Africa and
is discussed in the English lan-
guage press, which is more open to
dialogue than the rest,

In the suburbs of Johannesburg,
a modern city with 1300000 in-
habitants, where boredom reigns
ag soon as night falls, I knew the
director — a black man — of a sec-
on school for black children
attended by 500 students. This man,
49 years old, has a university de-

and a teaching experience of
-26 years; he earns 270 rands a month
or approximately $130. The begin-
ning salary for a white teacher is
295 rands. Why this discrimination?
Why is there a scale of values based
completely on racial criteria? Ac-
cording to 1967 official statistics, the
average monthly salary of a white
man in manufacturing was 232 rands
compared to 64 for an Indian, 59
for a colored and 43 for a black.
In construction, the white earns an
average of 237 rands while the black
receives scarcely 41 rands. These
proportions have not changed sig-
nificantly in recent years because
they are governed by very precise
laws. It is also interesting to observe
that the government invests 19 rands
a year in the education of a black
child and 270 rands in that of a
white child.

Muriel Horrell has writen about

this in an extraordinarily useful
book: Introduction to South Africa,
Ebﬁsh&d in Johannesburg by the

uth African Institute of Race Re-

lations. The difference in income

belween whites and nonwhites was
80 scandalous that last September
Harry Oppenheimer, magnate of
th African industry and Pres-
Ment of the Anglo-American Cor-
poration, demanded equal salary for
#qual work for all workers, inde-
pendently of their “races.”” The
#ntire country shook with indigna-
tion; the Financial Times of Johan-
Besburg immediately published an
#ditorial stressing that the idea was
wery generous but that the whites
would inevitably feel obliged to
reduce their own salaries if it was
accepted that those of nonwhites
should be raised. In other words,
Oppenheimer’s idea would be ex-
tremely costly to put into practice.
Therefore it seems that, unfortun-
Mtely, only a few enterprises will
continue — illegally — paying equal
salaries to whites and nonwhites for
the same work,

While Opposition

It is Vorster's Nationalist Party
government that will remain in
powen in the Union of South Africa
up until the next eleetions within
five years. With 127 seats in the Par-
liament out of a total of 174, this
E“:"v.r holds an absolute majority.

e interests of the Afrikanders are
very solidly protected.

In his Capetown office, furnished
with books and newspapers, de Vil-

llers Graf, — leader the United
Party, the principal o ition
white

inmp made up chiefly o
nglish-speaking South Afnicans —
nrlnined his policy in detail. He
believes that blacks must have par-
llamentarian representation, which
they don’t now have, and that they
must be allowed to elect eight
white members to Parliament to

resent their interests. When I

ed him if he opposed apartheid he
answered me very gravely, playing
with his eyeglasses in his right
hand: “This depends on what you

mean by apartheid. Let’s say I am
against the policy of the present
government." The only deputy of
the Progressive Party, which op-
posed apartheid, Helen Suzman, put
it this way: “There are gnly hawks
and super-hawks in the vanguards
of the government party and its
legal opposition.”

A glance at the daily press con-
firms this. Chipo achingwe,
daughter of the Ambassador of
Malawi and black, of course, is in
a Catholic college for white girls.
The question was raised in a min-
isterial meeting in September when
It was asked: "Isn't this an infrac-
tion of apartheid?” “Absolutely not,”
the Minister in charge replied,
“because Miss Kachingwe is the
daughten of a foreign diplomat.”
It also created a scandal in the
Union of South Africa when Prime
Minister Vorster permitted himself
to be photographed seated between
two blacks at a banquet held during
the recent visit of Hastings Banda,
President of Malawi. Other scandals
were caused by the fact that the
government authorized an African
diplomat to live in a white section
of the Cape; because Prince Pinda
Dhalamini, son of the King of
Swaziland, was operated 6n in a
hosp'tal for whites in Johannesburg;
and because last September 11, for
the first time, colored were allowed
in the Bloemfontein hippodrome.
The slightest exception to the ab-
solute taboos of apartheid, almost
invariably causes a wave of pro-
tests. If the government practically
ignores this, it is simply due to
the need for labor or because it
has to make a distinction between
foreign blacks with diplomatic

status and the blacks of South
Africa,

There has been tremendous dis-
cussion around the question of mul-
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tiracial teams. The whites are dis-
gusted by the foreign boycott of -
their teams and increasingly “inter-
ested in restricting the application
of apartheid in sports. re is a
suggestion in the air for authorizing
noenwhites to participate on white
teams at international meetings
held in South Africa; and that an
“international” stadium could be
constructed for use by all “races.”
Perhaps nonwhites could be includ-
ed on teams that compete abroad.
These are ideas suggested in the

and over radio. “It is absolute-
y grotesque,” a black man said
to me indignantly. “They scorn us,
they humiliate us, they keep us out
of public life, and when there
are international competitions they
“want to take a few good black ath-
letes to exhibit them among the,
whites, I decline.,”

Furious because the white cricket
team was recently unable to play in
Australia, Vorster gave a hot speech
accusing an Australian “minority”
of having sabotaged the trip. “That’s
the joke of the year,” a black in
Johannesburg told me. “For 300
years a minority has been imposing
its laws here.” _

The Homelands

For purposes of “separate develop-
ment” the whites have divided
South Africa into zones and reser-
vations. More than B5% of the ten-
ritory is the white zone where only
whites can be proprietors. Within
this zoné, there are well defined:
“black spot” sectors, cities or dis-
tricts for nonwhites. The inhabitants
of these areas make up the work
force of the white zone and are
therefore authorized to enter the
white sector daily to work there.
Under apartheid, the colored are
grouped together mainly in Cape

ince and the Indians in the Dur-

n area, while the blacks remain
concentrated around the big indus-
trial cities.

In addition to the “black spots”
in the white zones, eight Bantu or
native land aneas have been created
in various regions of the Union of
South Africa outside Cape province
for the purpose of regrouping blacks.
of different ethnic origin and thus
favoring their separate develop-
ment. territories are very
arbitrarily defined and are fre-
quently made up of innumerable
small properties because they were
extended little by little by state
purchases of lands owned by whites
which were then handed over to
blacks. They are now semi-autono-
mous areas that cover an approxi
mate 13% of the Union of South
Africa. The majority were created
out of nothing on extremely poor
land. In theory, the blacks of the
native lands are owners of their
individual ground and have the
‘own schools, hospitals and storesj
they enjoy a certain grade of auto
omy in the management of the
own affairs under the vigilant eyes
of white “assistants” placed there
by Pretoria, of course. Blacks in
these areas can only enter the white
.zone with special authorization; in
any case the great majority of them
do so only in order to go to work
in a city or a specific factory where
they are employed under a contract
that obliges them to return to their
native land after a year. In other
words, the whites have created
labor reserve on which they can

draw any time they consider it nec
essary. According to official state
ments, “when these native lands
have stable institutions and a viable
economy, they will be able to ob

tain their independence and become
a of a South African Union
with a political and economiec com
mon market.” In reply to a journal
ist who asked whether the gover

of Pretoria would permit these
states to be totally indepen-
and é;osaiblﬁ to have rzlations
the Soviet Union and the Peo-
Republic of China, Prime Min-
Vorster made a marvelous re-
“We will play fair, but of
we will advise them against

" It is not by chance that the

of South Africa buys arms
France and Great Britain.

-p Transkei

The Transkei is the most advanced
of the native lands. I took a forty-
minute flight in a Piper Comanche
from the port of East London to
Umtata, capital of Tnanskei, 140
miles away, };referring this to the
Mlternative of a 17-hour train trip.

%es are extremely scarce and
there is no regular airline. In Um-
tata I saw Hans Abraham, General
Commissioner of the white South
Alrican government who has thene-
fore been supervising the develop-
ment of political structures in the
territory as well as its economic
progress over the past 11 years. With
[ Topulatiun of 2000000, the Trans-
kel covers approximately an area
the size of Denmark; legislative
gqur is in the hands of an assem-

ly of 109 blacks of whom less than
half were elected by universal suf-
frage. The Cabinet selects this as-
sembly by secret ballot and it con-
migts of a Prime Minister (the pre-
#ent Primer Minister is the black
conservative leader Kaiser Matan-
gima) and six ministers, supported
by a white Secretary of State. Al-

though Transkei has its own flag,

its own national hymn and its own

eitizenship, its autonomy is never-

theless somewhat limited by the
fact that it cannot revise the Cons-

titution given it by the all-white
ls:;;ith rican Parliament in May

Abraham is a robust man with

ears almost doubled over and a

nose on which are mounted a pair
of dark glasses. He is over concerned
with his measured words. He speaks
frankly:

If we, the whites, weren't there
to help the blacks of Transkei
— the Xhosas — they would be
dying of hunger. They are good
people, very peaceful, but lazy
and careless without any sense
of discipline and organization.
The same thing happens with all
the blacks. The women work in
the field while the men live as
beggars. Do you know of any
other country where you can rest
for four or five years? That's
what happens in Transkei,

Abraham doesn't hate blacks but
he considers them a permanent loss;
nevertheless, like a good white, ac-
cording to his words, he kills him-
self working to put them on the
night road.

A white government official told
‘me: “Oh, Mr. Bailby, the blacks
like Mr. Abraham a lot. He's very
.good to them, you know, very ded-
icated ... "

Umtata is a city with a provin-
cial air in which the women carry
their children around the waist in
multicolored blankets. There is very
little to indicate that Transkei is the
key to “one of the most dynamic

litical experiments of all times.”

e gap between employment and
population rate increases every year.
Such is the present situation that
some 300 000 inhabitants of Transkei
have to work elsewhere. The aver-
age earnings for a black teacher
are about 100 rands a month: less
than 40% of the children of Trans-
kei attend school and out of every
hundred that receive primary edu-
cation, not more than JPDrfiniah their
studies. Van Zyl, an important white
official in Umtata, gave me the
answer: “All this takes time, as you
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know. Maybe there will be work for
everyone in the world within 50
years.” With an annual budget of
32 000 000 rands, 12000 000 collected
from local taxes and contributions,
Transkei lives poorly. Last year
180 000 Xhosas received permission
to work for a year in the white zone.
“In-the Republic,” as the whites
say.

The Zulus

North of Durban with its 690 000
inhabitants of whom 270 000 are In-
dians, is Zululand, a territory of
undulating hills and wvalleys, con-
ceded to the Zulus by the whites.
There are a total of 200 parcels ir-
regularly distributed over 22000
km? on which some 2 500 000 Zulus
live. The government of Pretoria
has constructed a few dirt roads
which permit them to move around
within their territory, but the rail-
road and asphault roads with good,
well-kept restaurants, follow the
white corridors that still cross the
country.

Scme 250 km northwest of Dur-
ban, in a small hamlet five km from
Mahalbatini, I met Gatsha Buthele-
zi, Prime Minister of Zululand since
his election in June 1970, He has
his house, his garden full of flowers
in a region wﬁere the harvests be-
long to the tribal eommunity. Bu-
thelezi is a black who is more and
more discussed in the ReEublic of
South Africa. Although he is of-
ficially accepted by the white au-
thorities, he sometimes says cer-
tain disagreeable truths about
them. Nevertheless, the Pretoria
government is caught in its own trap
and finds itself forced to continue
the game for the moment.

Buthelezi was born in a Swedish
hospital in the Union of South
Africa; he is 43 vears old and the

father of seven children; his reli
gion is Anglican. At first acquain
tance he seems timid and when
visited him we remained standing
for several minutes in front of hi
leopard-skin covered sofa, simply
smiling. When our two-hour cons
versation ended, however, we uns
derstood each other perfectly. B
thelezi is a frank man, warm, open
and subtle in his replies. He close!
his eyes for a long time before
answering. The Zulus — and many
other blacks as well — are identl
fied with him: when he returned
from a visit to the United States
thousands of blacks traveled long
distances to welcome him enthusiass
tically at the Durban airport.

“Do you believe that the caus
of the blacks is helped by visits te
the Union of South Africa of head
of African states?" I asked him.

That doesn’t cause any essentig
change, but when the President o
Malawi was here recently, thou
sands of blacks went to see him a
his hotel. They couldn't believe that
a black like themselves could be
received with the same equality
a white. They were deeply moved
to see that he was really treated
with respect and dignity. This stim:
ulated them.

Buthelezi condemns apartheid, bu
he is a moderate man and was caw
tious when I asked him what
thought of the movement “Black
beautiful,” which is gaining strength
among the South African blacks
“No,” he said, “the black is also
beautiful. I detest racism no mattes
where it comes from but the fact i
that whites create such a situation
here that blacks are completely
hopeless and are creating more and
more children with the idea of tak
ing by force pieces of the bastio
of the white empire.” Buthelezi does
not try to hide the limitations of
his power or the fact that the major
part of the best lands belong tg
whites, or that apartheid creates an

ble situation. In sum, that
Africa is the hottest spot in
: world after Viet Nam.

mm Citles

Buthelezi is hostile to the idea
stparate development on the
nds that “culture can't be pre-

in a jar." His chief preoc-

tlon is the future of the town-

ps, the bedroom cities for blacks

Mitside the big cities like Johan-
mesburg.

These people have no executive
wer; they are completely sub-

pcted to the laws of apartheid
and live in a horrible state of
poverty. They are exploited to
the maximum and aren't even
given the right to return to their
native land if they want to. They
are no longer Zulus or Xhosas;
they are exiled workers, driven
out of the white zone. If some-
thing isn't done to improve the
lot of these people, there's going
to be a revolution in the urban
areas that will eat us all up.

With a population of 700 000,

Boweto, a black city 20 kilometers
from Johannesburg, is the third
Inrgest city in the Republic of South
Alrica, But since it iz a black city,
It doesn’t appear on any map. To
go there, you have to have permis-
glon from the authorities that is
valid for only a few hours. The
gity is constructed on a circular plan
divided into eight neighborhoods
in which blacks are distributed ac-
gording to their ethnic origin; it
gonsists of rows of small houses
with three rooms, bath and a garden.
A government official showed me
the last of the indigent neighbor-
hoods, horr'ble and miserable,
gwarming with children, “We have
peplaced the indigent neighbor-
hoods with these houses,” he told
me. “You can see for yourself that
we aren't oppressors nor pigs." It

*is a fact that in Soweto the author-

ities have built schools, clinics,
houses, stores and service stations.
They have even built an attractive
restaurant and a tower from which
one can admire the panorama of the
city. From all appearances, Soweto
is a clean, well-designed working-
class city.

I went back there later and got
to know some well-off blacks who
told me just what hell it really was
to live there. When the black work-
ers return to their homes with their
pay on Friday night, bands of young-
sters of undetermined origin, their
faces covered with bandannas, ate
tack them with bicycle chains and
iron bars. Twenty ecr'mes every
weekend. There are 20 00) youths in
the streets, half of whom stay all
night in the unlighted streets. More
than 70% of the inhabitants of the
city live below subsistence level and
are forbidden to leave the place to
try «w earn a living elsewhere. The
only acceptable reason for a black to
leave Soweto is to go to work in the
white industrial zones during the
day. In theory the black population
of Soweto and all the othen town-
ships elects a municipal council to
administer its affairs. But blacks
have no property rights. Mr, Ma-
ponya is the richest businessman in
the c'ty and is well known in Johan-
nesburg because he is presented as
a brilliant example of the benefits
of apartheid, but he isn't allowed
to open a supermarket. He is now
manager of one or two small food
stores but he is only permitted to
sell consumer supplies of strictly
basic daily need. No black in So-
weto is permitted to sell furniture,
clothing, household goods, gasoline,
automobiles. The sale of these items
is confined exclusively to whites,
which clearly illustrates the econ-
omic use of apartheid. "They treat
us as if we were baboons,” a 30-




year-old black told me bitterly while

he served me a drink in a friend's.

house, At the same time he told
me that a black can serve alcoholic
beverages to a white, but a white
who serves drinks to a black can
be fined for doing so. “One day
when 1 was abroad, I had to go to
the Embassy of the Republic of

South Africa for a document. The

secretary of the Embassy had the
effrontery to ask me: ‘How are
things at home?' What a farce!" The
black told me this anecdote to dem-

onstrate the hypocrisy of “these,

people” but he immediately started
to laugh. Despite apartheid, blacks
still maintain their sense of humor.

The Race of Sirs

Whites conly, Europeans only,
Whites, Blankes, Whites, Whites. ..
they've kept all the best for them-
selves, I saw them in Durban, on
the avenue that runs along the sea,
bowling on their manicured lawns.
The women with their white skirts
and hats, the men with their short
white pants and colonial helmets.
They bend lightly, watching each
movement of the game, enigmatic,
indifferent to the extericr world,
E;e:umptiuus, and very satisfied to

long to the “white race,” the race
of sirs.

Above all, Durban is a ecity of
Il;:dianl:,l descendants of slaves

ought less than a century ago by
thtugritish to work on the sugar
plantations. “You should know,” a
local merchant, white of course, told
me, “that the Indians are not dis-
contented with apartheid. They
know wery well that the blacks
would maltreat them just as they
are doing in East Africa, if we didn't
protect them.” For this reason they
reserve a certain numben of jobs
— the worst paid — and certain

. B

g;b;n diﬁicu !Dl;:}' the Indiaﬂs, s;:
can advance by separate devel-
opment. Nevertheless, although au-
tonomous territories for the blacks
are contemplated, nothing has been
set aside for the Indians and colored.
The solution to this problem is one
of the foremost questions of the
Union of South Africa at this mo-
ment. Disputes have arisen within
Prime Minister Vorster's majority
arty concerni whether native
and should also created for the
colored. Where should they be put?
Should thev be definitively assimi-
lated by the white community? In
Capetown, the only white city in
the Republic of South Africa where
one can sense a growing feeling of
liberalism, I met several people who
did not reject the idea of including
Indians and coloned within the white

community, possibly excluding
blacks, but -with a liberalized form
of apartheid.

In this gigantic, dynamic and
industrialized country, modern in so
many ts, where blacks, lions
and elephants are separated and
placed on their own reservations,
are there whites who really and
sincerely oppose apartheid? There
are, but a handful. They admit
that there aren't more than a few
thousand. There are others who
would be prepared to join them
were it not for the question they
ask themselves: “What can we do?
We reject racism but we are a lin-

guistic, traditional and cultural mi--

nority, how can we avoid disap-
pearing in the mass of Africans?”
Organizations

Against ln.plrthll_-d

In Juhahnest;urg I met some of
these valiant white fighters who feel

‘profoundly distressed in the face of

such incomprehension and injustice.

belong to two organizations:
the South African Institute of Race
Relations and the Christian Insti-
tute of Southern Africa, which are

patiently and modestly forging links
among the wvarious communities.
They publish some extremely use-
ful pamphlets and organize lectures
and meetings. They have to watch
their step because of the law against
communism which imposes severe
penalties on all attempts to intro-
duece social changes. These two pri-
vate organizations carry out ad-
mirable but limited work.

Occasionally individual actions
against apartheid take place. In
September, a 47-year-old Anglican
pastor, Rev. Bernie Wrankmore,
started a 40-day hunger strike on a
hill overlooking Capetown, in pro-
test against racial segnegation and
torture in the prisons. He seated
himself under an umbrella, among
the trees, and was visited by hun-
dreds of South Africans of all colors
who came to demonstrate their sup-
port. I myself saw them, seated on
tree trunks and looking out across
the sea to the l\rrison on Robben
Island where Nelson Mandela, a
53-year-old black, is sentenced to
life imprisonment for having dared
to demand an end to apartheid. On
the fortieth day of his hunger strike,
various tens of thousands of per-
sons — white, black and colored —
gathered on the hillside to make
their &rmm felt in support of
Rev. Wrankmore. “"Each individual
must discover the truth anew for
himself,” he told me, “fon the good
of all the men and women of this
country."

With his actions, Rev. Wrank-
more succeeded in bringing together
in a public place South Africans of
all colors and religions, something
never before seen in this country
where racism reaches such extremes
that, at the farthest point of the
Cape of Good Hope, where the
oceans come together, at the en-
trance of a public lavatory the final
announcement on the African con-
tinent is: White ladies only.

The Awakening

“We can hope for nothing more
from the whites and so we must fall
back on ourselves, we must open
our own schools, create our own
organizations and develop our own
culture and traditions. We have to
convert ourselves into a brave and
hardworking ple and we must
be ready to defend our cause to the
'end."

The young man speaking, like
many of his comrades, has become

- aware of what it is to be black.

“For sbme months,” according to
M. Moerane, editor of a daily paper
almost exclusively for blacks, with
the fourth largest circulation in the
Union of South Africa,” an im-
mense movement has been growing
among the blacks. “Black is beauti-
ful,” these are the words that no-
body had the counage to utter in
‘public two or three years ago.”

Growing numbers of blacks are
reaching the conclusion that if

- whites impose separate development

on them, they should follow that
line to the letter of the law: *We
will see who wing then..." Various
more or less clandestine move-
ments are now taking form; Saso,
with a racial tendency, has some
influence among black students.
This group’s activities must be ad-
ded to those of the African Nation-
al Congress (ANC), which was
banned inmediately after . the
Sharpeville massacre in Mareh of
1950 (69 blacks dead and 178 wound-
ed) and which continues to be the
major clandestine movement in
South Africa, If the white South
African community persists in its
racist posture, it is very possible
that it is preparing the road to
future bloodshed and the disintegra-
tion of its empire. One's own cul-
ture can't be saved by destroying

others'.







Conversations

in the Northeast

Maria Esther Gilio
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with rice and beans in the out-

skirts of Iguatu. They unloaded

the food and distributed it.

Driven by hunger, 500 peasants

a seized Piedra Blanca. They en-
: tered the food stores and prac-

Two-HUNDRED hungry peasants
stopped an army truck loaded

tically devoured everything they

found.

A train was held uE by hungry

’io_ﬁnsnnts in the outskirts of . . ..

e dilapidated old bus moves
along the dusty road ‘toward the
heart of the dry Northeast. The
tender green of the banana leaves
has disappeared from the landscape.
The plantations of papaya and cot-
ton become more scarce and finally
disappear totally. The damp orange
earth crops out in small patches
but with less frequency. A grayish
brown covers the countryside, the
houses, the people, the roads. It is
the color of drought, a dull dead
color that settles over the earth.
The rocks begin to crop out among
the low, sparse, thorny scrub. It
reminds one of an avid, insatiable
fire that had passed, devouring
everything. And with it all the sun,
so close that it seems one could
touch it, impassible, almost white
in a molten-lead sky, almost white
after the fire.

Everything is still. The few ani-
malg fixed, immobile, as immutable
as if death had frozen them there,
No sign of life anywhere. Not a
bird, not a man breaking earth with
hoe in hand, nor a woman bleach-
ing her laundry beneath the sun.
On the porch of the ranch, a child
sleeps on his back, arms and legs
outstretched. No flies bother him.

But still the landscape changes
every few kilometers: the egrem
plots of fertile land crowd to

ether with the rich vegetation of
thick branched trees whose glisten-
ing leafage is densely intertwined,
as if the tropical vegetation of the
coast, traveling underground, had
suddenly emerged triumphantly in
the surrounding waste, But gradual-
ly these flashes of life become more
widely spaced and disappear alto-
gether. For hundreds and hundreds
of kilometers, the bus travels over
the roads of a dead planet, across
long iron bridges over the dried-up

dusty beds of ancient rivers; now
and again it goes through an empty
village with a skinny cow sleeping
in the sguare in the shadow of a
cement obelisk. And suddenly, sur-
prisingly, at a turn in the road, ap-
pear the trucks filled with e
in search of the fertile rich south
of their imaginations, fertile but
actually not so rich for them. Old
men, pregnant women, children
huddled in vehicles that bounce
along the holes in the road. All of
them standing, clutching a pole
stretched from one side of the truck
to the other. They have sold every-
thing they had and are now bound
for the golden south.

And those who had nothing had
to stay and accept the nnthiaﬁ; the
handout the government ered
them: the work fronts.

In the very heart of the wasteland
at the end of the highway, are the
barracks made of long dry branches,
that serve as housing for the men
with contracts and their families.
Fifteen to twenty people sleep in
each one.

At one end a fireplace; a few tree
trunks on the floor to sit on, no

lace for clothing since each one

as on everything he possesses. It
isn't easy to approach the barracks.
They are watched by the army
which takes great care to see that
no foreign journalist gets in.

Two kilometers from the small
airport of Crateus, under surveil-
lance by the fourth battalion, there
was one of these encampments. It
was Sunday and the place was quiet,
without overseers or soldiers.

In one of the barracks, a young
woman was cocking with the pot
mounted on three rocks, an old man
was sleeping in a hammock, several
children were playing with stones
near the door; in a corner, a woman
was mending her sandals with
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thick strands of straw. All this was ho ouse
; use to h peo-
caught ?nrid helhd by the sun whose ple.” o ket
“ﬁ ente parallel shafts, “Talking about the rain.”
: e woman cooking, who was 24 “Yes, always i '
urdzﬁ 1gn': nglt:i with frank eyes rain.” AR atogy.. His
and a full a lirect attitude, an- “Here the rainy season i i
swered my questions without inter- shower,” said E'he.clld nn-::nm:w:it,llﬁ.txlﬁ
rurgg;qg her dwork. Moving with looking at us
precision and certainty between “And what do le oy
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: en, tasted the ecocido nddmﬁ we had a little rain so we could
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of black hair that had esca from pray and make promises. It's all
m:ns and fell across her fore- mixed up.”
head. “You came on June 25th then.”
h’\'a;e got here on June 25th. We “Yes, on June 25th we clns?; the
diad .a little field but this year it house and came because there was
"Dig rtl't prﬁducq anything.” nothing left .. . nothing ... nothing.”
thruary?" rain in January and The old man turned again and,
“In January it rained a few had the child 1 i
ir:fa 'l.'itlwe all Eh}t"g' Then there hunger. ren left, crying from
vas a little rain in February and a Nilsa looked at i i
gttle in March and then it stopped. of complicity anad sT;:i:WIth e
B I;::.:here nn]aar en?,ugh." ::HE always says those things”
e y:fu planted.” . Don’t people try to find a solution
es, after the first rain every- to the lack of rainfall?”
one planted. But then there wasn't “Yes, they think about it a lot but
Equugh rain for things to grow.” they don't have any way to change
I'T t%ear-.i!dthis story many times,” it." :
said the old man, turning his back  The old man had come o
anlfli lt;;l;:s;;ﬁ;&s was lisl'.e::'l“%g to us. Nilsa cnﬁfnﬂg
LN : i saying: “What can we do . .. 1
ll;es very rebellious,” she said of times we don’t even have seegt::
shrugging her shoulders, “There and then my husband looks for an
n.;a.snt enough rain for what we employer to give him work and
anted to grow there in the sierra. necessities. He works for a while
lanI:!l: i11:'&-!!.:1«::1:-12 who lwe;;i lin the low- and buys."”
_ some growth but we had “People are soft here,” said the ol
Eﬂﬂ:ﬂng, almqst nothing.” man fixing me with IIrm;ur:u:l, hrig':if
e land yielded nothing why did nervous eyes. The people here don’t
Eﬂl;l rmt until June to come here?’ know what strength they have.”
fg l, there were a few things . .. “You say they're soft and you say
:Ein ;L beans, a little corn, some- %}rhave strength.”
t ) “The le have stre b
thewh?t do the people do while don't :I-)w it.” o iplia
t W{ rﬁ Wwaiting for the rain?” “What strength do the people have?"
. 2}‘ ? Nilsa asked. “The strength to work
s ey look at the sky, pray?” and work.” .
ey spend all day walking from “The strength to get what they

want, to make demands on those
a who have and those who run
thmgs,"

with an ironic smile, said they still -

“They’re not going to give us half
of what they have.”

“Nobody says they have to give it
to us: we have to take it.”

“He always talks like that,” Nilsa
said looking at me.

“Do you think he’s wrong?”

“I dom't know."

“They can kill one,” said the old
man, “they can kill 100, 1000, but
they can't kill 10 000 000.”

“That's what the leaflets say,” said
Nilsa.

“What leaflets?”

“The ones they said they threw in
the barracks.”

“Who says?”

“My husband saw them."”

"“Who threw them?"

“I don't know, they never threw
them in this barracks.”

“What did they say?”

“] never saw them and anyhow I
don't know how to read. They
showed my husband some; he said
they talked about everybody unit-
ing to fight, and that we were starv-
ing. A lieutenant came around to
ask if we had seen the leaflets and
who threw them. But we didn’t see
anyone. It's no one from here.
They're typewritten and nobody
around here has a typewriter. Nor
encugh money to send them to be
done in the city. They kept asking
and asking who had done it."
“Yes," said the old man, “now you
see that what I say is true; the leai-
lets scared them, made them very
nervous.”

“Why were they so alarmed?”
“Because they also spoke against
the army, saying that they didn't
distribute the food properly, that
they kept some for themselves,"
said Nilsa. “And that they defend
those who keep us in starvation.”
“Is that true?

“And what's the army for,"” said the
old man.

“And we are starving,” said Nilsa.
“Those papers,” said the woman

who was mending her sandals,
“were not done cn a typewriter."
“How many people sleep in this
barracks?®
“With the children we're 18" said
the mother.

“How many know how to read?”
“He and my husband,” said Nilsa
indicating the old man. “He can read
the newspaper.”

“Didn't you ever hear of the Peas-
ant Leagues?" asked the old man.
“Yes, 1 knew about them.”

“What are they doing now?”
“Nothing. The Redentera put an
end to all that They killed the
leaders. Others disappeared.”

“The police?"

“The police, the bosses and the peo-
Fle the bosses paid to kill them."
“Were there Leagues in this zone?
“Those I knew about were on the
coast, in the cane region."

“More than one was drowned or
ground up in the sugar mill ma-
chines.”

“And what's to be done now?"
“Everything is very d:fficult. When
the people are starving they don't
think of anything except food.”
“That’s true, but those who assault
trains and towns are hungry too.”
“Yes, but I don't know, I don't
think that's very important.”
“Would it be more important if the
attack was made without the pres-
sure of hunfer?"
“Yes it would. 1 say the Northeast-
erner is soft but I only say it to
annoy Nilsa. The Northeasterner is
brave but that isn't enough. He
needs people who can explain things
to him and guide him."

“People from the church come here,”
said the woman with the sandals,
“and give us guidance. But if they're
seen coming they are turned away.
They've talked to us about commun-
ities, about neighbors uniting and
working together. But this is just




a dream to us. You know how we
peasants are. We're like pigs with
our noses to the ground. Everything
is very difficult for us because we
aren't very intelligent.”
“Why do you say that? You're intel-
ligent.”
“If I were intelligent I'd be able
to read and write.”
“That's something you learn.”
“He is intelligent and so he learned,”
she said pointing to the old man.
“I learned because I went to school,”
said the old man irritably,
“Maybe,” said the old woman
doubtfully.
“How much do you earn per day
here?"
“Two cruceiros. They pay us on
Fridays, almost always in food: two
kilos of beans a week, two of manioc
flour, one of rice, two of rapadura
(sugar candy) and four cruceiros,
more or less, in hand."”
“Is that enough?”
“If you're alone, yes, but if you
have two or three children you
begin to get hungry by Wednesday.
re are ple here who have
twelve children. By Monday they
don't have anything left.”

People had been arriving at the
barracks from the village laden with
ﬁkﬂgﬂ of provisions for the week.

eral men, two women and a
youth. One of the men said: “I know
what I'm saying because they read
it to me in the 1971 Almanac.”
“Almanacs are no good,” said the
youth,

*This Almanac always gives true
prophecies.”

“These people on earth who think
they know more than God!” said the

Eoul'.h,
The prophets don't want to know
more than God," said the man.

“They receive God's wisdom.” And
then he added, “Now we're going to
have three years in a row of

drought, mortality, high prices and
lots of sickness.”

“Where is the prophet from?" said
the women with the sandals.
“From Joaceiro do Norte.”
“Joaceiro do Norte is the land of
many saints and prophets. Pray God
no such disasters occur.”

“There’s no use waiting for God to
intervene,” said the man, “because
people who talk about God dont
do what God orders, This is a pun-
ishment.”

“Have you been very wicked then?"
I asked him.

“We are sinners and we don’t know
what we do.”

“If we don't know what we do,
perhaps God won't want to punish
us,” said the woman,

“He’s going to punish us for sure
because we talk a lot about him but
don’t obey him."

“In what way don't you obey
him?"

“By not saving when we have, for
the times we don’t have, When
people have something, they eat it
all up and don’t save anything for
tomorrow.”

“I have known people who ate pork,
and beef, and chicken and bacon and
beans and rice all at the same meal
and didn't even bother to keep any
for later, And the next day if they
wanted to they could eat just as
much all over again.”

“Those are the rich."

“And God doesn't punish them ™
said the old man, looking at him

aggressiveljr.

“He punishes them, but not all
punishments are the same. We some-
times can’t see the punishments they
get,” said the man.

"I just beg God to exchange my
punishment and give me the pun-
ishment the rich get"” said the
woman with the sandals.

I turned around smiling, expect-
ing to find a mischievous expres-
sion on her face. But she wore an
expression of earnest innocence.

Ilbrahim Isa

Bloody Democracy
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By vORCEFULLY seizing power and
taking over all the state apparatus
and administrative machinery in the
fields of politics, economy, culture,
law, foreign trade and diplomatic
relations, the Suharto clique of gen-
erals has set up a complete military
regime of the most reactionary
type in Indonesia.

In Suharto’s cabinet, many gen-
erals are holding the post of min-
isters, and in all ministries the most
important key positions are in their
hands. In the “eivilian" ministries,
either the important post of secre-
tary-general or the posts of director
generals are in the hands of the
fascist military clique,

All the key positions in the econ-
omie field are now occupied or con-
trolled by reactionary generals and
colonels. To cite just a few exam-
El:,s: the chairman of the Jakarta

amber of Commerce is a
brigadier-general (Usman - Ismail);
chairman of Indonesia National Air
Carriers Association, a brigadier-
general (Djubartono); director of
the “private” Mandala Airlines, a
brigadier-general (S. Sofjar); ad-
ministrator of supply of rice, a
major-general (Ahmad Tirtosudiro);
chairman of All Indonesia Cigarette
Manufacturers Association, a lieu-
tenant-colonel (Brototenojo); direc-
tor-general of the home trade a
major-general (Muskita), etc,, etc.

Many generals are appointed as
ambassadors in various important
places. Where the ambassador is not
a military man, the fascist clique
of generals sends as many brass-
hats as possible as members of that

embassy, overtly or covertly. By

so doing the fascist generals’ clique
has a tight control also in the
diplomatic field.

Not only the central and executive
bodies but the regional or provineial
ones as well, even down to the wil-
lage level, are controlled completely
K{ the fascist military clique. The

inister of Home Affairs is a lieu-

tenant-general (Amir Mahmud),
and his military is full of high-
and low-ranking reactionary of-
ficers, holding important positions.

The majority of governors of the
26 provinces of Indonesia are major-
generals, brigadier-generals, colo-
nels, etc. Besides, there are hun-
dreds upon hundreds of colonels,
majors and lieutenants who are ap-
pointed majors or heads of dis-
tricts and subdistricts throughout
Indonesia

The Farce of
sGeneral Election™

July 3, 1971, this regime of Suarto
and his gang of reactionary gen-
erals whose handg are dripping
with the blood of hundreds of thou-
sands of communists, democrats and
patriotic persons massacred on a
nationwide scale, stn&ed the rotton
political farce of a “general elec-
tion” they had been preparing for
several years

The outcome of the voting and
the dirty practice and manipula-
tions perpetrated by the Suharto
military clique before and during
the “general election” clearly show
that this farce was nothing but a
political deception of the worst type
rigged up in the crudest and dir-
tiest way.

This very expensive general elec-
tion (it cost 20 billion iahs or
US 855 million) has enriched not
only the pockets of the corrupt
reactionary generals of Suharto's
clique, but has also produced such
rubbish as a rubber-stamp ‘“‘parlia-
ment," “local assemblies™ and "“peo-
ple’s constituent assembly.” It was
entirely geared to deceive people at
home and sbroad by providing the
appearance of “democracy” with-
out its substance. Their real aim
was to consolidate and widen their




reactionary mili domination in
all fields. i

Suharto and his consorts up to
this moment continue to shout at
the top of their voices that the
“election” was performed on the
basis of “free,” “universal,” “direct”
and “secret” principles. But on the
contrary, all the facts prove suf-
ficiently that nothing about it
smelled of democracy, not even in
a bourgeois sense.

Even the mouthpiece of US mo-
nopoly capital, the weekly Time
(July 12, 1971), wrote:

The election was a costly ($55
million) move designed to give
the regime a measure of legiti-
macy. e government took no
chances. Before the election it
forbade criticism of President
Suharto or the government's pro-
gram. The nine opposition parties
were allowed to hold village ral-
lies but there were widespread
charges of intimidation. In some
provinces, army commanders pre-
vented political rallies by sched-
uling military drills at the same
time. The government also weed-
ed out 2500 unacceptable candi-
dates and arrested many others.
Another US imperialist weekly,
Newsweek (July 12, 1971), ad-
mitted:
Occasionally, Golkar’s steam rol-
ler tactics created outright hos-
tility. Said one civil servant, “If
genu don't join Golkar, you will
itely fired. There is no
om of voting.” Peasants
claimed that they were threat-
ened with increased tdxes and
cutoff of such vital supplies as
fertilizer and insecticides if they
failed to vote for Golkar, There
were even reports of physical
violence.
The effort of Suharto and his
clique to use the “general election”

B . .

as a democratic mask has failed,
and the wicked and vicious nature
of a military regime permeated with
fascist crimes has been completely
reve

Let us examine the facts.

The Birth of Golkar
(Functional Group) as a Party

For several years now, Suharto
and his clique have concerted a

lan to ensure an absolute majority
n the parliament, local assemblies,
etc., as a result of the general elec-
tion. It means that they intended,
more than ever before, to manipu-
late these “democratic institutions”
arbitrarily and at will.

To achieve this purpose, the gen-
erals’ clique rammed the “election
bill” through the rubber-stamp
“parliament” in November 1969, by
pressure and intimidation against
political parties. The bill stipulat-
ed that in the 460 seat “parliament”
un*:{l 360 members would be elected
while the rest would be appointed
by the generals’ clique, mostly as
reg;sentatim of the armed forces.

er means used by the gen-
erals’ clique to achieve the aim of
completely dominating the parlia-
ment were: tightening its control
over the political parties and
“mass organizations,” creating splits,
lcreenlng their members, interfer-
ing in the formation and composi-
tion of their !e;ding bodies, and
even proposing that certain le
be elected into the leading ﬁod:lpa
of political parties.

But these were not enough for
them! They wanted to be more sure
about their complete control of the
coming legislative assemblies after
the election. They needed to have
a political party which is completely
under their command and becomes
their effective political instrument.

For this, about two years ago, the
generals' cli?ue created a new polit-
ical party of its own known as the

“functional group.” They converted
the military-dominated “joint se-
gretariat of functional groups” (Sek-
bergolkar) into a political party
which was instructed to take part
in the “election” alongside with

nine other political parties.
The military-directed litical
y Golkar, headed by a lieuten-
ant-general (S. Sekowati) as its
general chairman, is composed ﬂ.f.
about 200 “mass organizations
(mostly also controlled or dommnf’-
ed by the millitarﬂ of “workers",
mﬂu," i IWE'ETI," nwﬂm.enln
:I;;uth," “students” and all kinds

of bogus mass organizations.

One of the chairmen of this fas-
cist-type political party is a briga-
dier-general (Amir Murtono) and
its secretary-general is a brigadier-
general too (Sapardjo). Through-
out Indonesia, all the branches of
this political party are also direct-
ed by colonels, majors, captains of
the reactionary armed forces of
Suharto.

Suharto's Clique Backed
the “Functional Groups"

Long before the pollln%-dny on
July 3, 1971, Suharto’s clique had
demonstrated openly its full back-
ing of the functional groups (ab-
breviated in Indonesian language as
Golkar) by all conceivable means.
On many occasions they declared
that “Golkar must win tl;e “elec-
tion.” They even went so far as to
decide one year that Golkar
must win at least 130 seats out of
the 360 contested in the election.
The Jakarta newspaper Pedoman
(June %, 1971) disclosed in its edi-
torial that too many government
officials, from ministers down to
overnors and heads of villages,
g‘am generals down to corporals,
are committed to Golkar and up;:;lr'jtr
canvas in the campaign to sup
it. The newspaper admitted that in
practice there is no difference at
all between the Golkar and the

government in their activities con-
cerning the election.

Antar news agency (June 5, 1871
reported that Deputy Chief-of-
of the Strategic Army Command
(Kostrad), brigadier-general S. Sof-
ar, during his campaign for Golkar

ore the election in one of the
regions of Sumatra, said without
concealment that it was the policy
of the government to secure victory
for the Golkar in the election.

The Far Eastern Economic Re-
view {Hungi:urur.f] of May 15, 1971,
printed two articles mnceminf the
preparation of the election in Indo-
nesia. The articles disclosed:

~Golkar, Suharto’s new

power base, was privileged;

—the military is st’ll very much

the boss throughout the nation;

—army commanders have been

tackling the Golkar conversion

effort more along the lines of

a military operation in which an

officer’'s command is law.

—the Minister of Home Affairs

Amir Mahmud issued a directive

that the country’s almost four

million ecivil servants had to
become Golkar members;

—it would be difficult for the

functional groups to lose, backed

as they are by the army and
pvernment and with unlimited
unds;

—provineial and village heads
have been warned that if they
wish to retain their position they
should make sure their area votes
for Golkar,

—threats and intimidation are

being openly encouraged as
means of garnering votes.
Intimidaticns,
Arrest, Murder

Due to the dirty and rude prac-
tices of the military and civilian
authorities at all levels to make the
Golkar win the election, many




known papers in Indonesia pub-
lished protests, criticism and sarcas-
tic remarks by various political par-
ties and social groupings against the
military regime’s policy.

It was disclosed that the reaction-
ary military rulers throughout In-
donesia not only gave ample facil-
ities and extraordinary privileges
to the Golkar, but also rescrted to
intimidations, arrests and brutal
terror against the people. Several
months before the polling-day of
July 3, 1971, some newspaper in
Jakarta reported that arrests and
even killings of opponents of the
Golkar occurred in various parts of
Indonesia.

The Jakarta newspaper Suluh
Marhaen (June 3, 1971) reported
that in one region of Central Java,
Rembang, the head of the region
dismissed rnment personnel
and heads of villages because they
quomf‘d becoming members of the

In its editorial of June 14,1971, the
Jakarta newspaper Pedoman admit-
ted that the big issues widely dis-
cussed recently were;

—the use of coercion, oppression,

intimidation against the people

by the armed forces in their ef-
fort to back the Golkar and to
corner the political parties;

—the attitude of the Minister of

Home Affairs is not fair in act-

ing as the referee of the elec-

tions;

—protests which have been

launched against electoral cam-

aign excesses of violations of
undamental human rights;
—political parties and organiza-
ticns have appealed that the
government should observe the
rules of the game as has been
stipulated in the bill of elee-
tion.

Although many protests have

@ L

been voiced against the dirty n.tPr
the @

tices and partisan polices
military authorities, no changes
have been made by the military re-
gime. The military authorities went
ahead shamelessly to achieve their
goal: the Golkar must win an abso-
lute majority!

They even banned two Jakarta
newspapers, the Duta Masjamakat
organ of the Moslem Scholars'
arty, Nahdatul Ulama) and Ha-
rian Kami (organ of one section of
the students’ movement), for sev-
eral days, because these two news-
papers have published too many
reports disclosing the dirty practices
of the military authorities,

What Does the
“Victory" of the Golkar Mean?

Knowing the background and
nature of the Golkar and its rela-
tion with the ruling military author-
ities of Indonesia today, it was not
surprising at all to anyone to hear
the outcome of the election held on
Ju'KvE. 1971.

o days after polling-day, every-
body already knew quite clearly
that the Golkar (which is in fact
a political party created, controlled,
financed and directed by the gen-
erals' clique) garnered the biggest
number of votes.

According to the official an-
nouncement by the military regime
(August 7, 1971) the final counting
of the votes in 25 provinces (out
of 26) has shown that the Golkar
was high on top of the list. It gar-
nered 227 geats, which means g:!%
of the contested 360 seats, or 49%
of the entire seats. Far down below
on the list followed the Nahdatul
Ulama (Moslem Scholar’ Party) as
the second with 38 seats, and Par-
musi (Moslem Party) the third with
24 seats, and only then the PNI
(Na#tionalist Party) as the fourth
with 20 seats,

Such an announcement is rather
misleading, since in fact after the

Golkar follows “the armed forces'
group” with its 100 seats (directly
appointed by Suharto). It means
that the armed forces’ group occu-
pies 22% of the whole 460 seats of
the “parliament.” Combined, the
military-directed Golkar and the
armed forces' group will occupy 227
plus 100 seats, or T1% of the 460
seats, while the remaining 28% or
20% must be divided among the
other political parties,

Such will be the face of the ugly
parliament after the political farce
of election staged by the military
regime. It is quite clear to anyone
that it is nothing more than a rub-
ber stamp to legalize everything
the generals’ clique wants to do.
Any reactionary bill or law can be
rammed or railroaded through such
a parliament. The parliament must
pass everything which has been
planned and decided in advance by
the “war room" of Suharto.

That the regime intends to use the
parliament merely as an out and
out ornament of democracy fo de-
ceive public opinion and to conso-
lidate its fascist rule can be seen
also from the following facts: The
political parties had no freedom to
nominate their own candidates for
the election. The list of the candi-
dates of the political parties had
to be screened and approved by the
military authorities, and finally by
Suharto himself. Police, military
police, intelligence officers, ete.
scrutinized and investigated the
backgrounds and political attitude
of each candidate. Ev&nlun&gﬂ,
Suharto got rid of more than 1
names of candidates of the political
parties, on the pretext that their
loyalty to the new order was in
doubt.

Rubber-Stamp Parliament
of the Worst Type

With the overwhelming majority
of the seats in the parliament under
the direct control and dictate of

Suharto's clique of reactionary gen-
erals, the military regime can, more
than ever, exercise its fascist rule
wantonly and at will. The parlia-
ment is nothing more than a rubber- -
stamp, the worst of its kind. (The
secretary-general of the parliament
is a brigadier-general.)

In the past, parliament under
Suharto's regime has beem a rub-
ber-stamp one, too. But the present
parliament will be completely a
toy to play with, With 'such a com-
position, the military regime can
more easily ram and railroad every-
thing through it without E!.:‘qounter-
ing any significant ition.

gar Eastern Etggl:::it Review
(Hongkong) of June 26, 1971, wrote
about such a situation: “Since the
government exercised the power to
screen all candidates and has also
intervened in the internal organ-
ization of several major parties,
there has never been any real threat
that it would face a hostile parlia-
ment."

Members of the parliament rep-
resenting the political parties have
been selected, screened and ap-
proved by the military authorities.
They are supposed to be loyal to
the new order of the military regime
and have no leftist tendencies in
their political outlook. Besides, the
whole combination of all political
parties in the parliament (124 seats)
is still a small minority facing the
military-directed Golkar (227 seats).
It is important to note also that
many political parties willingly
serve or cooperate weakly with the
military regime for their own re-
spective interests.

Such is the ugly feature of dem-
ocracy and parliament under the
fascist military regime of Suharto.
With the domination of the legis-
lative assemblies at-all levels by the
reactionary generals' clique, the




usurpation of power and tight con-
trol by the military rulers in all
fields will be more complete and
cunlolil]dnted. Since five years ago,
they have occupied the executive
branch by force (ministries, services
and other governmental or official
institutions and agencies).

More than ever, the true nature
of Suharto’s regime as a fascist mil-
itary regime is becoming clearer to
every at home and abroad. A
regime which whole-heartedly
serves the interests of US imperial-
ism and other monopoly capital. A
regime which is putting hundreds
of thousands of political prisoners
into hundreds of horrible jails
and concentration camps scattered
throughout the Indonesian archipel-
ago.

Total Sell-Out of the
Country’s Interests to Imperialism

thmnunf.lng its hrtl;ltal rltll.]e of Eure
ve years, the military regime
of Suharto, has revealed itself as a
regime in the hands of com-
gadom and bureaucrat-capitalists,
e watchdog of US imperialism
and other monopoly-capitalists. It
sold out the country’s natural re-
sources in a big way to enrich the
pockets of the corrupt reactionary
Th rt;cdﬁonl.rymmmﬂs f
e gener 0
Suharto’s cligue and the US-educat-
ed technocrats turned the country
into a new-type colony by throw-
ing the door wide open to the in-
vasion of foreign monopoly capital.
Within a short of several years
under their , more than 355
foreign en {with a total in-
vestment of more than US $1.4 bil-
lion) began their operation through-
out Indonesia to loot the wealth of
the country out of the sweat and
blood of the working people.

The oil-producing areas through-
out Indonesia have been sold to
more than 42 foreign oil companies,
mostly US-owned, and huge on-shore
and off-shore deposits of oil have
been found in many places. The role
of the director of the state-owned
oil company Pertamina, lieutenant-
general Ibnu Sutowo (notorious at
home and abroad for his corrup-
tion), is very im nt in inviting
and giving all kinds of facilities to
foreign oil companies to rob Indo-
nesia.

The military regime sold conces-
sions for exploiting Indonesia’s vast
timber reserves to more than 56
foreign companies in 144 projects
scattered in Kalimantan, Sumatra,
Sulawesi (Celebes) and other is-
lands. The extensive forestry loot
by foreign companies will totally
cover an area of 155 million hec-
tares.

Big foreign companies in mining
and other extractive industries such
as Alcoa, INCO, Freeport Sulphur,
N. V. Billiton My, Riotinto, th-
lehem Steel, Broken Hill, Pacific
Nickel, Kennecott and a host of big
Japanese companies are busy ex-
ploring and extracting nickel, cop-
per, bauxite, tin, even uranium, in
all parts of Indonesia.

ith the “victory” of the Golka:
and tighter domination by the mil-
itary clique in all fields, the sell-out
of the country will be stepped up.
The reactionary generals chatter
endlessly, endlessly about the wvir-
tues of foreign investments and for-
eign “aid.” But the brutal truth is
that Suharto’s regime is in the hands
of the most reactionary compradors
and bureaucrat-capitalists, who are
subserviently serving US global
strategy in southeast Asia,

Contradictlion and Clashes
of interests Are Sharpening

The last two years showed that
more and more people have seen
that the much-propagated progress,

industrialization, five.-year develop-
ment plan and other frauds peddled
by Suharto and his clique only ben-
efit a small privileged class and
have nothing to do with the inter-
ests of the broad masses of work-
ers and peasants. They are witness-
ing with their own eyes that cor-
ruption, abuse of power, ruthless
suppression of democracy, persecu-
tions, are inherent, inescapable,
built-in features of the fascist mil-
itary regime of Suharto. They have
seen and experienced by themselves
that the so-called new order has
brought no improvement, no ame-
lioration of conditions, but rather
an increase of ruthless repression
against the working ple.

Crime has always been endemic
among the reactionary officers of
Suharto. While the generals contin-
ue to denounce corruption, they
also continue to practice it. It is
mergly, a screen behind which the
generals’ clique can continue its
crimes.

Discontent, anger, and resent-
ment against the crimes perpetrated
by the generals’ clique have as-
sumed wider and bigger dimensions,
and wider circles among the people
are awakening to the damage that
the generals are doing to the coun-
try's and people’s interests.

Recent years have also seen con-
tradictions and internal strife be-
tween the military and non-military
interests sharpening. What was la-
tent before, has gradually come to
the surface.

Strong anger and displeasure
against the arbitrary domination of
the reactionary army in all fields
has been felt and voiced through-
out the country, Popular discontent
toward the wide-spread corruption
by reactionary high- and low-rank-
ing officers is mounting every day.

any former supporters of Suhar-
to's eclique, feeling that their own
interests were hurt, have become
bolder in voicing criticism against

the regime’s policies. In this con-
nection, worth noting are the re-
peated demonstrations by youth and
students in various big cities of In-
donesia en 1969 and 1970 and the
setting up of the Committee for Up-
holding the People’s Sovereignty,
White Group, Conference on Civil-
ian Rights, etc, representing a
faction of the reactionary forces op-
posed to Suharto.

With the staging of the election
farce, contradictions have been
mourting, due to the dirty practices
of the military sulers before and
during the election. Many politieal
parties and nonparty groupings con-
sidered the election as an unfair
game with the military players us-
ing intimidations, threats andguns
in order to win.

March Onward on
the Road of Armed Struggle

From the recent general election
and from other developments in the
past in Indonesia, the rewvolution-
ary people of Indonesia can see
clearly the correctness of the road
taken, namely the road of armed
struggle to overthrow the fascist
military regime of Suharto.

The objective situation in Indone-
sia is hecoming more favorable for
the -struggle of the revolutionary
people of Indonesia. The -develop-
ment in the near future will inevi-
tably show that the military regime
of Suharto is strengthening its
fascist rule, more brutal and ruth-
less than ever. With the whole leg-
islative and executive apparatus
completely in its ﬁ%ei}t grip, the gen-
erals’ cligue will more wanton
in exercizing its reactionary rule.
Facing such a situation, popular re-
sistance and opposition against the
{ascist military regime will assume

a broader scale







Endemic Disease

Giovanni Berlinguer

Many terrible disesses such as pestilence, cholera, yellow fever, typhus, maleria, smallpox
and others continue to cause thousands of deaths annually in the underdeveloped coun-
tries of Africa, Asia and Latin America, despite the fact that thers are kncwn thera-
peutic or prophylactic means of combating them.

The developed caplialist counirles can clalm to have eradicated them from thelr borders,
thanks to the colonialist and neocolonialist exploitation to which they have subjected
the underdeveloped countries. As the Italian doctor, Giovanni Berlinguer, points out in the
present work, it would be wrong to deny the universal contributions of western medical
science, but there is also a one-sided risk in maintaining a purcly medical point of view
concerning the public health problems of underdeveloped countries and ignmoring the
economic, military and political history of these pecples

Inequalities in diet, life expectancy and disease n developed capitalist countries and
in underdeveloped countries are analyzed in this documented article by Berlinguer,
member of the Central Committee of the [talian Communisti Party, which Tricontinental

presents for its readers.

Tue mistory of disease and con-
tagion is clesely linked to social and
political events, The illnesses prev-
alent in a given country and a
given epoch are, therefore, a true
reflection of the relationship be-
tween man, nature and society. At
the present time, due to interna-
tional economic and political rela-
tions and the rapid diffusion of
medical science, there is a closer
relationship between the epidemio-
logical context in different parts of
the world and the demands of a
“planetary” struggle against illnes-
5€s.
Despite this, a great portion of

the western texts on social medi-
cine i

ore the blems of the
Third World and the socialist coun-
tries. Freeman's thick book, Medical
Sociology,! limits itself to observ-
ing, on page 39, that social scien-
tists have recently recognized that
the experiences of a great many
European countries at the dawn of
industrial capitalism can be com-
Eared to the changes experienced
y various African countnies after
the contact with European civiliza-
tion, without describing the phenom-




enon and without seeing, beyond
analogies, differences in develop-
ment,; and for the socialist countries,
the only thing it says, on page 46,
is that in the Soviet Union all pub-
lic health problems are viewed from
a "social point of view” — without
considering that “social vision” al-
ways exists, and without analyzing
what peﬁﬁective relates or diffe-
rentiates the socialist countries from
the capitalist, and what are the re-
ciprocal influences.

This concept ignores the fact that
hygienic progress itself in the cap-
italist countries is intertwined with
the history of colonialism. Three
examples can be given:

1) The exportation of hunger.
From a dietary point of view, Eur-

ope until a century ago suffered
great deficiencies in food similar to
those that now affect the under-
developed zones of the world, South-
ard necalls that in western Europe
between the years 1000 and 1855
there were 450"local or general fam-
ines? Citing multiple sources?
Tizzano recalls that France, even. in
the 18th century when it was the
richest country on the continent,
suffered repeated starvation. In
Sweden, the famine of 1772-73 raised
the death rate to 52.6 per thousand.
Animal protein consumption was
fairly limited throughout Europe
until the end of the 19th century:
in France the Morvan peasants ate
meat only once a year, those in
Maine twice a year and those of
Erittaay only for religious ceremo-
nies. Up until 1844 a third of the
population of the United Kingdom
lived on potatoes alone and another
third could add bread and scraps
from the slaughterhouse twice a
week, Tizzano states that “the fam:
ines in Europe were overcome
with improved methods of cultiva-
tion and with the increase in food
supplies from overseas, along with

“industrial development and the new
methods of transportation and con-
servation that aceompanied Europe's
economic development.” Along w th
the development of the productive
forces themselves, the end of
chronic famine in Europe was
achieved by means of colonial nu-
tritional plunder and the exporta-
tion of hunger to other continents.
To this was added the human plun-
der in the relationship between
America and Africa. According to
the historian DuBo's, the slave trade
cost no less than 100 000 000 human
lives and had as its consequence a
demographic crisis that lasted for
more than a century in Africa.

2) Cotton imports. One of the most
serious endemic diseases in Europe
over a long period was typhus
(exanthematous). England and Ire-
land were hit in 1816, 1819 and
again in 1846, when more than a
million people became ill. After
that the disease slackened except
during wartime. Newsholme wrote
that, in addition to the isolation of
the sick in hospitals, the increasing
use of cotton bedding and especially
cotton underwear, the elimination
of unhealthy housing, city planning,
increased activity on the part of
health officials in sterilization and
desinfection with lime and other
substances of contaminated dormito-
ries, and changing the beds, played
an important role in the reduction
of the incidence of dermatological
infection [...] before it was de-
termined that lice was the bacterial
element that caused it to spread.

In this case the reduction of the
incidence of epidemics was the re-
sult of many factors; among others
one of the most important was the
“change of fashion" that took place
during the first half of the century
due to the success of cotton process-
ing (which made it possible to free
})eople from woolen clothing that
asted for years and was almost
never washed), as a result of co-
lonial conquests.

3) Medical discoveries. Toward the
end of the 19th century and the
beginning of the 20th there was a
great spurt of knowledge about the
pathological agents and insect car-
riers of the main diseases prevalent
in the colonies (yellow fever, ele-
phantitis, slee?ing sickness, malaria,
plague, ete.). In addition to human-
itarian and scientific motivations,
these discoveries corresponded to a
need of the metropolis. Quanantines
were not enough to protect the co-
lonialist countries from tropical
epidemics, and in any case they did
not succeed in saving from conta-
gion the military, the officials and
the entrepreneurs sent there to oc-
cupy new lands and open canals
(Panama, Suez) to transform the
economy. It was necessary to know
and to conquer at their root the
causes of epidemics, or else colonial
penetration would have been slowed
down. Many investigations were
actually made by British, French
and US military doctors. The ben-
eficiaries of these discoveries were,
in the first place, the white resi-
dents, and only in the second place
and to a lesser degree, the colonial
peoples.

These three examples serve to
avoid the risk of a one-sided inter-
pretation of the complex relations
between the hygienic history of the
Third World and that of the cap-
italist countries (the idea of the
“good white doctor” who brings
health is still prevalent). On the
other hand it would be egually er-
roneous to deny the universal ben-
efits that western medical science
has provided.

Another danger in a unilatenal
approach is that of taking a purely
medical point of view which ignores
economic, military and political
history, For example, it is rather
strange to read, still today, that
“the discovery of emetine in 1912
limited the incidence of amoebic
dysentery in the Far East and per-
mitted such a renascence, accord-

ing to Montel, that two periods of
development can be distinguished
in [ndochina: before and after eme-
tine”’s Whoever writes the history
of Laos, Cambodia and Viet Mam in
this century will surely mark the
periods differently and will give
more weight to the Japanese,
French, and US imperislists than
to the amoebas and will attribute
the liberation of these peoples to
their heroie struggle and cerdainly
not to emetine.

In the hygienic history of the
West and the Third World not only
iz there a distinet rhythm of chan-
ges evident, but these changes also
take different, sometimes opposite
courses. Certain differences are
evident: i
1) Relation between mortality and
birth rate. In Europe, the reduction
of mortality that accompanied its
economic and cultural gruwth and
even carried capitalism's develop-
ment forward, is associated with a
lowered birth rate. The annual rate,
of demographic growth in the first
50 to 100 years of industrial develo
ment was: 06% in England, 0.4
in France, 0.7% in Belgium, 0.8%
in Germany, 0.8% in Italy.® In Asia,
Africa and Latin America there is
a more rapid reduction in mortality
than in natality and a demographie
growth rate of from 2% to 3% and
more (3.6% in Venezucla, 3.7% in
the Dominican Republic, etc.).

2) Causes for progress im public
health. The reduction in mertality
verified today in backward coun-
tries depends on improved public
health standards, in particular the
progress of the struggle against
infectious diseases, while the stan-
dard of living remains more or less
the same (eonditions of diet, income,
housing, etc.). In 19th century Eur-
ope, however, the reduction of mor-
tality had a greater relationship to
the improvement of the standand of




living than fo the progress of med-
ical science.”

3) Relationship beiween bygiene
and the economy. In the West hy-
giene, science and industry devel-
oped more or less in parallel, while
Lﬁ: inhabitants of the underdevel-
oped areas had their first contact
with a modern organization not
through productive activity, as took
Eulme in past centuries in Europe,

t rathen through hygienic con-
trols and mass vaccination or the
distribution of insecticides. Thus
medicine should have demonstrated
that there is frequently greater dif-
fusion of cultural than of economic
events and also a tendency toward
homogeneity of suprastructural
events while there is less homoge-
neity and much more disparity in
development and in living condi-
tions.

As a result of the complex inter-
relationship of these factons, the
countries of the Third World have
a rapid demographic development,
a slow economic take-off, and a
faster rhythm of public health pro-
gression than existed in the cap tal-
ist countries during the 19th and
20th centuries. In the recent past
this is documented, for example, in
the comparison of periods of growth
of life expectancy in Ceylan and
Italy; Ceylan took six years, be-
tween 1946 and 1952, to move from
a life e of 42 years to 56
years, w in another epoch it
took Italy a half a century between
1880 and 1930 to make the same

pr{rlgrw.

p to the present it can be said
that the therapy and specific treat-
ment of infectious d'seases and other
sanitary measures that have acceler-
ated the progress of public health
in the backward areas of the world,
have operated with relative rapid-
ity for different reasons: “the uni-
versal language” of medicine, as of

other sciences; the fact that social
support, essentially that of public
Mft?! education, has served to jus-
tify the existence of colonialism and
even today, in order to demonstrate
friendship or solidarity at the state
level, hospitals, dispensaries or
schools are donated; the needs of
the chemical and pharmaceutical in-
dustries to open new markets, first
to sell more and second to reduce
the incidence of certain epidemic
diseases; the phenomenon which
has become much more evident in
the past ten years of the colonial
peoples’ emancipation, of their de-
termination to a better life at once,
and the priority given to public
health policy by many new govern-
ments; the example and the inter-
vention of some socialist countries
in the field of public health; the
work — not free of contradictions
but important in its totality — of
the World Health Onganization and
other international agencies. The
interrelationship of these factors in
the complexity and variety of one
country or another, one disease and
another.

Despite the progress achieved, it
is known that the health situation
in underdeveloped countries is quite
serious. It may be useful (as we
have done) to take as a point of
comparison, Europe in the 19th cen-
tury, and to state that the improve-
ments today are more rapid. But it
cannot be forgotten, first, that the
development of capitalism in the
West was accompanied by conta-

ious diseases and terrible suffer-

gs on the t of the working
class; second, that to evaluate a pub-
lic health situation and determine
the purposes of medicine, the only
measuring stick must be the rela-
tionship between scientific possibil-
ity and the well-being effectively
achieved.

On the basis of these possibilities,
for example, the public health ob-
jectives for Latin America were
defined in 1961:

... 1o increase life ex
at least five years at birth bﬁ
to provide potable water and

sewage for at least 70% of the
urban pogulation and 50% of the
rural population [...] to reduce
mortality between the ages of 0
and 5 by at least half the present
figures [...] to control the most
serious infectious diseases, eradi-
cate those for which there are
effective means to do so, partic-
ularly malaria [...] to improve
nutrition [...] to train and edu-
cate as many doctors and public
health assistants as are absolutely
necessary [...] to intensify scien-
tific investigation and utilize its
results to prevent and cure di-
sease.f

The results in Latin America
were very inferior to the goals; in
other underdeveloped arzas (India,
Pakistan and certain African coun-
tries), the situation even worsened
in certain aspects. Among the most
serious problems, we enumerate the
following:

1) Hunger. This is the most wide-
spread “disease” in the world, the
most frequent cause of death both
directly and as a co-cause of infec-
tious and metabolic diseases and
those affecting the nervous system
and sensory organs. It has been cal-
culated approximately (since the
wond “hunger” is not a part of in-
ternational nosological classifica-
tion!) that there are somewhere
between 50 000 and 100 000 deaths a
day in the world from malnutrition
{(as many as one death every seéc-
ond). Moreover, it is proven that
where agriculture is not planned
and modernized, there is a progres-
sive reduction in pen capita food
production and on entire continents
there is a "“desperate race against
time"” between demographic devel-
opment and the increase in the
means pf subsistence,

2) Infant mortality. The difference
between infant mortality in the
backward countries and in the in-

dustrialized countiries approaches
ten to one. [f mortality during the
first year of life is bmoken

between the first month and the
next eleven, one =ees that the ratio
is 3 to 1 during this first period of
life when deaths are frequently
caused by genetic factors or illnes-
ses during pregnancy, and reaches

20 1o 1 ring the next riod,

when environmental factors e a
ter influence.

) Infectious diseases. Thens are

scourges that have been wiped out
in the developed countries but that
still persist im Asia, Africa and
Latin America, such as cholera,
scarlet fever, malaria, areas of
plague, tripanosomiasis blood para-
sites, schizosom!asis. Just since 1964
nosological nomenclature has ac-
cepted the term “acute diarrhetic
illness”; and nevertheless infantile
gastroenteritis, caused by virus,
protozoa, worms or deprivation,
constitutes one of the major publie
health problems of the Third #;rld.
For Latin America, Dr. Martinez
Junco stated that
.++in Venezuela there were 8869
cases of malaria, 19 caseg of hu-
man rabies, 586 cases and 52
deaths from poliomielitis [...], in
Costa Rica tuberculosis ig the
seventh most important cause of
death among those between the
ages of 15 and 44 [...], in Santo
Domingo thene are 25 000 cases of
tuberculosis in a tion of
4000000 [...], in co there is
a group of lepers numbering
14 233 ‘persons; and between 1965
and 1968 — despite programs for
its eradication — there were re-!
speclive;i’:;, 52,36 and 29 deaths!
from malaria and in 1969 there
were 48 843 cases of this illness.?
Note that therapeutic and
philactic treatments for these di-:
jeases have been known for a long
time. The situation in many coun-
tries of Asia and Africa is still




WGI'IEH

4) Life expectancy. In 1061, life
expectancy at birth calculated in
six groups of nations aecurdinfg to
per capita income, still ranged from
a maximum of 70.6 years (more
than $1000 income) to a minimum
of 41.7 years. In relation to the fu-
ture, t erlei is a United n}«latimm
study on life expectancy those
who will be born between 1980 and
2000, subdivided into four groups
of nations on the basis thein
economic levels. If new factors do
not intervene quickly enough, those
born in underdeveloped countries
at the dawn of the next century
will have a life expectancy of 15
years less.

The best informed doctors in the
Third World are aware of this grow-
ing disparity between scientific
Emuihilitjr and actual health. They

ave declared:

We express our profound frus:
tration as servants of the people.
Despite tremendous technical
progress, we are in a situation
similar to that of our suffering
asant who wears himself out
rom sunrise to sunset to obtain
a miserable yield, in the dispro-
portion between our efforts and
the needs of the population.
There is not the least bit of de-
featism in this approach. We only
wish to view with oun eyes open
the true position of medicine and
of doctors at this stage of social
development.10
The causal interpretations for so-
cial and health conditions in the
Third World that prevail in the
World Health Organization (WHO),
however, continue to be those ex
pressed in 1958 by L. Scheel, pres-
ident of the IV World Assembly of
Health: “There are many proofs to
support the fact that economic de-
velopment is due, to a great extent,
to the predominance in many parts

of the world, of certain preventable
diseases. This is the reason why the
direct path to improving men's lives
lies in activity in the field of pub-
lic health protection."11

In a more explicit mannen F.
Herrera (President of the Inter-
American Bank for Reconstruction,
in an article essionally titled
“Health Is Wealth") writes that the
health of the gople and the econ-
omy are interdependent, When ill-
nesses are uent, productivity
drops, and so salaries, living condi-
tions and the educational level suf-
fer.12 It is the theory of the vi-
cious circle between health, work,
food production, education and
health that constitutes the ideology
of WHO. It would be sufficient to
break the circle of underdevelop-
ment at one point — at the level of
health — to guarantee an ascending
spiral. On this basis, it has been con-
sidered sufficient to increase the
number of doctors and develop
“sanitary aids” to conquer the major
diseases and thus increase work
productivity, multiply agricultural
resources, reduce hunger and trans-
form the vicious circle into better
health. From this theory comes the
analysis as to the number of doe-
tors and the amount of public health
assistance,

1) The numhbher of doctors. The
number of doctors and hospital beds
is indeed scarce in broad areas of
the world: the relationship of doe-
tors to population is 1 to 500 in
developed countries (USSR, Italy,
Israel) and drops to one doctor fon
50 000 inhabitants in certain Afro-
Asian nations. Nevertheless it should
be observed that there is no direct
relationship between the number of
doctors and the general health of
a country. Italy, for example, has
less favorable health conditions than
countries that have fewer doctors,
such as Sweden, England, France.
The correlation between infant mor-
tality, for example, and per capita
income, food consumption and edu-

cational level is much greater than
with the number of doctors.!?

It should also be observed that
there are social and political motives
that prevent a ficiently rapid

wth in the number of doctors.
thical and economic wvalues that
prevail in the Third World are not
always humanitarian and frequently
other professions have a greater at-
traction for the most brilliant minds.
It is clear that not all doctors prac-
tice their profession according to
the needs of the population. There
are cases that reach the point of
being abenrations (that would seem
unbelievable were it not for the
experience of the doctors that oper-
ated in the Nazi concentration
camps) such as those recently de-
nounced in Brazil:

Even doctors take part in the
torture of political prisoners in
Braz'l; the grave accusation, with
recise testimony, reached the
ternational Wonld Court in Ge-
neva. According to this testimony,
the Brazilian police requested the
presence of doctors in the “tor-
ture sessions” a few months ago in
order to “revive the prisoners
when they lose consciousness and
ive them appropriate tips so that
Ehe torture will leave scarcely
visible scars.” This would pre-
vent what had frequently occur-
red before, when the tortured
victims who did not die durin
the interrogation were left “ :
blind or insane,” which was the
proof of torture. The doctors
would also be used “to indicate
each prisoner’s limit of resistance”
so that, from the beginning of the
treatment, the torture most in-
dicated for obtaining rapid con-
fessions could be applied. More-
over it would be usual to “tor-
ture one's spouse in the ce
of the other, children in the pres-
ence of their parents.,”!4
Fortunately, these cases are the
exception. On the othen hand it is
frequently the case that doctors who

practice their profession “honestly™
devote themselves more all the time
to individual medicine and to clients
who pay, following the western
model even where only a small mi-
nority can pay for treatment; amd
it is frequent that urban residence
is selected, even when the popula-
tion is predominantly rural In Sen-
egal, for example, there is a doctar
for every 2000 inhabitants in the
cities, and one for every 60000 per-
sons in the country.
The diverse location of doctors in
var.ous parts of the country re-
Egﬂnds to criteria that are partl
objective (the demand that special-
ized institutions be located in the
big centers), in part is dicta’ed by
the preater or lesser wealth of the
ublic health demands and in part
y the possibility of being scientifi-
cally and culturally up to date. But
essentially, the laws of the econ-
omy control this phenomenon even
on an international scale. What hap-
pens, for example, in the relations
among doctors in the Unitad States,
Great Britain and India is enlighten-
ing and at the same time paradoxi-
. It is known that many English
doctors emigrate to the United
States because private practice
there guanantees them higher in-
come than that of the Naiiomal
Health Service. But the equilibrium
is maintained by the fact that a
great many Indian, Pakistani and
other doctors from the ex-British
colonies migrate to England (or
stay after having beem sent there
by their own country to study).
Today 45% of the assistants in Brit-
ish hospitals are from overseas.
The result is that ther= are whole
nations with absolutely no doctors
that have no aid whatsoever. And
so mortality increases. But also this
fact is used, reverted to the eco-
nomic laws of the market. In Br tish
medical schocls it is now difficult
to find bodies for anatomical study;
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the poor abandoned in the hospitals,
the usual supply, are more scarce
and families do not willingly sur-
render the remains of their dead fon
Ei:ptlﬁch ‘e tend so from
ia, where the market in
is active, refrigerated sﬂipﬂ
come filled with bodies hased
for a few pounds apiece, for use in
study by young Britishers who plan
to cure well-to-do Americans and
by the g:nung Indians who will work
in the British National Health Ser-
vice. The vicious circle is closed.

When a visitor enters a British med-
ical school and sees how many
Asians there are among the stu-
dents, he gets the impression of a
marked medical support being of-
fered to the developing countries.

2) Hygienic aid. The Third World's
serious hyfienic conditions are not
a result of its “historic backward-
ness” alone but rather of modern
neocolonial relations with the me-
tropolis. If this fact is ignored it is
naturally surprising to someone who
doesn’t understand, how it is pos-
sible that endemic diseases are not
fought with greater energy: “It is
considered that an expenditure of
0.20 to 0.30 cents pen person per year
would permit extraordinary reduc-
tions in mortality and cases of ma-
laria, which is something to make
the rich countries think about.”1s

One can mourn for the happy co-
lonial -epoch: tropical diseases and
agricultural problems have been the

pation of the colonial powers
in Africa, and in many countries
institutes fon investigation have
been created. The withdrawal of the
colonial governments and the lack
of qualified personnel in the new
nations have led to a rapid deter-
ioration in these institutes and the
thesis is that if urgent measures are
not taken, many valuable investiga-
tions will be lost.1e

Fortunately, this colonialist thesis
1s disproved by anyone who recog-
nizes that these "institutions were
usually in the control of the eco-
nomic-political and military power,
and that finally the new nation-
alist governments believe that, in
the reconstruction of their country,
certain of these institutions should
serve ends that give the nation the
maximum benefits of their investi-
gations; and if some benefit can
serve another country, it is the duty
of the mnational government to
authorize it.1T We have the state-
ment that even multinational aid or
that of agencies like WHO and
UNICEF is frequently invalid be-
cwuse of the demand that certain
industrial products be sold and that,
in any case, it has little effect in
relation to needs; the value does
not exceed 5% of the hygienic bud-
get, or from two- to five-thousands
of the national budget. Finally, and
more recognized all the time, there
has existed the awareness of the
true motivations for aid since as
early as 1964, when Dalmastre and
his eollaborators wrote of the health
program of the Alliance for Prog-

"?t; true purpose is that of a
litical instrument [...] we alert
the Latin-American people and
doctors, with the warning that
we must count exclusively on pro-
grams we ourselves develop to
solve .our hygienic problems, sub-
mitting foreign technical and fi-
nancial aid to the most absolute
respect for our sovereignty.1®
The experience in public health

aid is subject to increasing criti-

cism on the t of the peoples of
the former colonies, but this reeval-
uation (for opposite reasons) is also
taking place among the govern-
ments and economic forces of the

West that seek to switch their Third

World health policy from the fight

against mortality to the fight

against natality.
The correct aim of transforming
procreation from an almost casual

fact into a conscious and nespon-
sible decision, and the wvital neces-
sity for insuring a worldwide ba-
lance between demographic devel-
opment and food production, are un-
fortunately used to hide less noble
motives: essentially the precccupa-
tion with changes in the internation-
al political balance.

Sometimes these motivations come
up in a specific form. In the US
appeal for the Campaign to Con-
trol Demographic Exploitation, for
example, one reads:

A world with underdeveloped

and hun countries will be a

world of chaos, rebellion and

war [...] We cannot permit our-
selves the luxury of a half dozen
Viet Nam's, nor even oneé more
[...] National interest demands
that everything possible be done
to help the underdeveloped coun-
tries control their populations.1?
The United Nations representative
at the Eurfpean Demographic Con-
ference s of “the dangers that
threaten humanity's economic and
social progress today because of the
ﬁmml demographic tendencies in
eveloping countries” where there
is a higher rate of natural growth,
and clarified who was threatened:

These differences in the evolu-

tion of the population of differ-

ent of the world will have
as thein inevitable con

the profound modification of the

demographic balance between the

principal regions. At the begin-
ning of the 20th century, one out
of every five human beings lived
in Europe, while in 1960 the pro-
portion is one European to every
seven inhabitants on our planet.

At the end of this century, that

is, within less than 35 years, unlﬂ'

one out of every ten persons wi
live in Europe (except the

USSR).»

The hypothesis that the present
evils of the Third Wordd (and the
future evils of the entire world)
will be a Consequence of excessive

prolificacy, however widely dis-
semina is still a restatement of
the Malthusian thesis refu by
Marx. Marxism u.l&l!irmllllla s, on the other
hand, that family planning is not a
precondition but a logical econse-
guence (with modern methods of
birth control it can be added that
it is a desirable consequence) of
economic and cultural development.
The Malthusian law of population
was not confirmed in the phase of
ascending capitalism and even re-
cent experience demonstrates that
the big countries have resolved
problems of nourishment by trans-
forming the economic-social base
first and only later, in a spontaneous
and deliberate manner, reducing
the birthrate, while other countnies
where there have been no revolu-
tionary changes and in which there
have nevertheless been attempts to
substitute them with bith control,
there has been no reduction nor
end to hunger.21

Even when these objections exist,
birth control becomes incneasingly
transformed from a useful technique
for guaranteeing a conscious pro-
creation, into a social philosophy
disseminated by the mass media,
and a generalized application of
contraceptives which switches from
voluntary and often becomes coer-
cive, approaching genocide. In India,
when neither pills nor intrauterine
contraceptives proved effective, fair-
ly widespread surgical sterilization
of men was used, described as vo-
luntary but “paid” with twe kilo-
grams of rice, a km]?':a& or a plas-
tic pail, a sari for the woman, um-
brella, canned goods, 40 rupees and
a lottery ticket

Despite all this, the forecast of
the Indian authorities is pessimistic,
even catastrophic: “We are like a
ship with a hole in it, now we are
sinking slowly but at some point
we'll go down all at once,” the
ister of Social Affairs declared.
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Even when drastic measures such as
surgical sterilization might alleviate
the crisis, it is difficult for the im-
balance between food production
and population to be overcome by
using birth control as a primary
measure and avoiding social-econ-
omic transformations (which also
imply a struggle for conscious pro-
creation) when these are already
urgent and historically n ®
n the same way it is im ble
for the “vicious circle” between
health and economic development,
which the WHO theorizes about, to
be broken by viewing the level of
public health as the primary and
universal key to people’s growth.

This theory, Lisitzin writes, “elim-
inates such ideas as the forms of
production of material goods, rela-
tions of production, and class ine-
qualities, exploitation, etc.,, which
acerue from &Em."“ In other words
it ignores the priority (in the his-
torical sense, not in the ethical
sense) of political economy over
health, the impossibility of obtain-
ing not partial successes (which are
always within the reach of health
services), but rathen universally
stable results, without the develop-
ment of productive forces, including
medical sciences, and without a
transformation of social relations
ineludi the distribution of re-
sources. s theory does not suc-
ceed in explaining serious health
problems in certain highly industri.
alized countries, and as far as the
Third World is concerned, it over-
loocks the common causes both of
the hygienic lacks and of under-
development, that is of the material
and cultural dependence on the out-
gide, the unjust and archaic systems
of land ownership, the backward-
ness in education and the unequal
distribution of wealth and of the
possibility for health and well-
being, which hold back industrial

development, the rational utilization
of natural and human resources and
the active participation of the peo-
ple in ety's progress. Without
changing these coordinates, even
when there is a certain economic
development in the ex-colonial
countries, the typical illnesses of
the primitive processes of accumu-
lation are reproduced among work-
ers; whereas medicine did not exist
before or developed in an empiric
and equalitarian manner, class dif-
ferences among the population are
introduced with respect to access
to cure, the pathology of indus-
trialization is superimposed (ins-
tead of being replaced) on that
of underdevelopment. If these coor-
dinates do not change, it is prob-
able that the purely hygienic solu-
&onﬂ ha:em ﬂm;st Eeached_ theﬁpelgk
possi or improving liv

conditions itz the Thilr’:i World nns
this can be verified also by the lack
of mass confidence in medicine,

And on the contrary, by maintain-
ing that “the revolutionary process
is intrinsically the best program fon
public health,”?% medicine has its
own unique task which is not limit-
ed to birth control, curing illnesses
and registering deaths; but which
interjects itself into the analysis of
the influence of social relationshi
on diseases and to stimulating the
participation of the population in
the modification of illnesses.

In Third World countries there
even exists the possibility, thanks
to contemporary medical and polit-
ical progress, that centain stages of
morbosity that prevailed in capital-
ist countries, and even to a certain
extent in Eumpem socialist coun-
tries, can be "“skipped over” and
that this will represent, moreover,
a point of reference for the “ad-
vanced” areas of the world. Certain-
ly this path confirms Sigerist's
observation that as far as health is
concerned, there is a human solidar-
ity that cannot easily be over-
looked.?4
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Y higtory
Fruits of a Struggle

Amilcar Cabral

1971 was a year of structural consolidation and political-military successes
for the independence of the people of Guinea-Blssau

The revolutionary n. Jsemenl has destroved tribalism, liberated closs 1o twro
thirds of the 36125 km? of territory and revealed the demagogy of Portuguese
colonialism, which is In virtual socio-economic decomposition

Amilear Cabral, Secretary-General of the African Partv for the Independence
of Guinea and Cape Verde {(PAIGC), in an exhaustive analysiz, describes the
political-military-diplomatic state of the heroic struggle of his people




DEesPITE AIN APPEARANCES and a feeble propaganda which, how-
ever, cu::glrues with a favorable echo in certain segments ?f t:t:te_
western press, Portugal’s worsening political and ecnnurn.r:tsan
uation is something the Portuguese authorities themselves, at

levels, are no longer able to hide. This fact, reflectedhm m:ar;:lﬁ
areas of Portuguese society, is chiefly the result of the c{hun W
human perversion committed by the government ow;r hﬁc’h -
ten years since it unleashed the colonial war in Angola w %
then extended to Guinea and Mozambigue. This fact — drama o
today but mo doubt tragic tomorrow for Portugal — is th;_e Eil;y
of the policy of absurdity, of irrationality and lies, praf ic o
the Portuguese ruling class which not only obstinately scoll; :
the rights of the African people and of international legaitl;ylp u
even acts conscientiously against the very interests of the Por-

B is g i f the last two
ality, most evident over the course o
ye:raisaggspgti;uylaﬂy during 1971, that explains the bankruptcy

aetano’s demagogic policy, the increasing gulf be-
ie]:nmﬂinrgling class mdg g;ulft? sectors (workers in the city
and in the countryside, antifascist students ar;d inh::lleutuals}, the
increasingly frequent and intense convulsions in Pnrtuguiae
society and, as an extreme expression of opposition, the revolu-
tionary armed actions that these recent times have produced in
Po: . The limited and irregular character of these actions
sh fool no one. For a fraction of Portuguese society, however
small, despite the inveterate nationalism which is the common
characteristic of all Portuguese, to have taken the decision to
resort to violent measures of resistance — and this without any
reproval by the popular masses — indicates that the Portuguese
state of mind in the face of the aggravation of the socioeconomic
and political situation has reached limits of desperation. 3
Pursuing the Salazar policy of a colonial war of genocide
against the African peoples, Marcelo Caetano not only deceived
those who believed in E “political intelligence.” He also lusthnr
is on the way to losing the only opportunity a Portuguese has
had since the time of the maritime discoveries, to have his mmE
written down favorably in history. But he cannot understan
or refuses to understand the meaning of history, or even the
interests of his people, which should Su.r;}rise no one who knows
the process of his ideological formation. Today, after three yuri
in power, the present head of the Portuguese government cau-m-:.::I
hide his perplexity and even his confusion in his speeches an
public positions, in the face of the sociceconomic and political
reality of the complexity of diversities, if not of divergencies,

that he insists on calling the “Portuguese world.”

The timid reforms, principally those of an administrative
nature, which he has begun and has dared to have included in
the new Portuguese Constitution, have convinced no one except
those already convinced, These have also disappointed the most
important segment — because they are activists — of his so-
called “liberals” or less reactionary supporters. This is how the
conflict occurred within the so-called Portuguese Nations] As-
sembly during the recent discussion of the Constitutional re-
vision, a conflict which, if parliamentarianism weren't just a
caricature in Portugal, would have ended with the fall of the
government.

The unquestionable truth about present-day Portuguese life is
the following: while Portugal maintains and accentuates day by
day the dubious privilege of being the most backward country
in Europe, the Portuguese government deliberately sustains three
colonial wars of genocide in Africa and stubbornly keeps the
Portuguese ple in ignorance and misery, exiled from Europe
and the world, isolated from all scientific and technical advanees
that people everywhere are achieving today. As always, the
Portuguese exist without the most elemental rights of man.

The truth, which the Portuguese masses are becoming more
aware of all the time, is that galloping inflation as well as
population decrease due to emigration and war, the high cost of
living and public and international debts, lack of manpower
and a stagnant Portuguese economy are the concrete result of
the absurd colonial policy of the gnrtuguﬁr ruling class that
Marcelo Caetano is accustomed to serve.

Prisoner of the unfortunate Salazar heritage fiercely defended
by the “ultras” of the regime, confused by his own measur

arcelo Caetano has plenty of reason to shift from exi
to desperation. Much more so when the resistance of the African
peoples and of the Portuguese people themselves to colonial wars
1s more_vigorous and effective every day.

Thus “the victimized attitude that the head of the Portuguese
government now evidences is quite understandable. And so in his
speech of July 23, 1971, explaining the incidents that occurred in
the Portuguese National isaembly‘ after having deplored the
fact that "unfortunately” we are not in the position of people
who can “demand greater liberty in the name of our immortal
forebears,” he stated:

On my shoulders weigh the responsibilities of national de-

fense, with military operations in three overseas provinces and

a vulnerable rear guard. Not a day passes on the international

scene without our adversaries striking a new blow against us,

which forces us to give constant attention and permanent efforts
to the diplomatic struggle and to clarifying the poisoned opinion
of foreign countries,

If by this statement the head of the Portuguese government
recognizes publicly for the first time the real existence of co-
lonial wars — which he calls “military operations” — it is no
less certain that he also seeks to enlighten “the poisoned opinion




of foreign countries,” that is to say, he persists in flou respect
fnrmmimumu law, ey e

same speech, after having recognized that “in the in-
terior of the country [that is, inEPortu al] the enemy finds
support [...] and increasingly seeks to infiltrate the schools, the
armed forces and the corporate grganization,” he says:

And while we must face all this, we must first of all consider
the real needs of the people, then the struggle against inflation
which, like a cancer, eats away the economy of every country
today, des ng price stability and facilitating everything
from salary demands up to the problems of economic develop-
ment of a nation that cannot or must not become siagnant nor
lose its blood because of the demands of social improvement
formulated by a population that wants precisely the broadest
perspectives for education and welfare. All this takes money,
and God knows how hard it is to find it!

With this Jobian lament, which needs no comment, Marcelo
Caetano seeks to ;iusti!y the fact of not moving “ag rapidly” as
his “young friends” would like. But if it is true, as he says in his
speech in an allusion to the French Revolution, that when a
Jacobin was made minister he didn't then become a Jacobin
Minister, the policy and the arguments of Marcelo Caetano prove
to the hilt that when a Salazarist is made President of the Coun-
cil, he becomes a Salazarist President of the Council,

In effect, despite shades of originality and liberality, it is
precisely the profoundly Salazarist nature of Marcelo Caetano’s
policy — the obstinacy in perpetuating fascism in Portugal and
oolumglmm in Africa — that explains the very slight, almost
nonexistent, results of his three years of government whose
balance he explained in his speech of September 27, 1971, In this
speech, in which he called upon the “Portuguese worthy of this
m' to unite around the “governors elected by them” (sic), he

We try valiantly to face up to national problems. We succéed

in maintaining the defense of the overseas provinces against

the subversion suﬂ;urted more and more emﬁ day by instiga-
tion of that incredible organization called the United Nations

[sie] [...] and if we are not disheartened in the overseas

struggle, neither have we given quarter to those who seek to

bring terrorism to the metropolis.
The same terms, the same obstinacy.

But Marcelo Caetano does not deny that facing up to problems
does not mean sol them. This is why, after having flashed
before the traditionally poor Portuguese IIﬁeo;;nle the vision of the
“models of development of the traditionally rich of Europe,”
he recalls, so that there will be no dreams, that in Portugal
“a dangerous mentality is being created of demanding rights and
pfm{l‘i]tjﬁt_abﬁulutelr incompatible with the country’s realities and

111t1es,

fm:l ut{idmbemmungthi; traditional lament:

wo my responsibility to tell the truth to the
Portuguese if [ did not remind them that we live in very

critical hours, hours in which national problems are aggravated

by uncertain conditions in economic’and in international pelicy.

Let no one think that we are rich in human and material

resources.

Clearly, the people of Portugal who live in misery and see
their sons faced with the dilemma of clandestine emigration or
death without glory in colonial wars, will doubtless be the judges.

These quotations, perhaps too long, nevertheless have the
purpose u? demonstrating in the words of the head of the Por-
tuguese government himself, that if it is true that the myths,
the tactics, the lies, arguments and objectives of the faseist co-
lonial regime have not changed in the slightest with the disap-
pearance of Salazar, the socioceconomic and political degradation
of Portuguese society as a result of the colonial wars is a fact that
the laments of Marcelo Caetano cannot hide. To be awace of this
is of capital importance within the framework of the perspeciives
for the development of our siruggle.

Still more realistic than Marcelo Caetano is the confidential
report of the Portuguese high command drawn up in 1970 under
the title, Report from Psychological Section No. 15. In this docu-
ment, which analyzes in detail the action of the liberation move-
ments and of Portuguese means against the colonial war, as well
as the methods, action and results of psychosocial warfare the
authors reveal:

The proliferation of antigovernmental organizations and the
attempt at general agitation lead to the creation of a climate
of rfsychologil:a] instability that affects the activity of the
students and, therefore, affects the country, which appears
upset and does not know what to do to lead its children along
the correct path.

After having made a long allusion to the increasingly difficult
situation that is wreaking havoe among the colonial troops with
desertions and demands increasing, the report concludes:

The enemy [that is, the liberation movements and the forces

against the colonial war] have perfected and increased their

efforts on all fronts, internal as well as external

In the metropolis, in general, the population continues to show

little interest in the overseas war and is unaware of the effort

expended by the armed forces, The student masses show them-
selves to be strongly susceptible to the propaganda of peace.

The working masses, with no knowledge of great national

problems, easily allow themselves to be dragged along by

propaganda oriented toward demands for better pay and better
social conditions. The most developed groups continue to be the
focal points of subversion and the organizations that arise are
proof of great efficacy. Overseas, generally, the indigenous pop-
ulations continue to lean toward subversion, notably when it
demonstrates that it has force, or when geographic conditions
make the action of our troops difficult or impossible. The
aboriginal populations on the periphery of the major urban
centers, generally lacking tribalization, continue to evidence
great susceptibility to ememy propaganda. The European pop-




ulation continues to demonstrate openly its adherence to the
war but does not cooperate against subversion except when
its material interests are directly threatened.

The psychological situation is precarious, both in the metropolis
and overseas.

Thus, the situation becomes increasingly aggravated in eve
way and one might ask why the Portuguese government, whic
is conscious of the difficulties it now has and will have to face
later, obstinately continues its absurd and ecriminal policy of
perpetuating colonial war and domination over the African peo-
ples. It is not difficult to recognize that the principal reasons for
the unaltered continuation of Portuguese colonial policy lie in
the following facts:

1) Portugal’s chronic and characteristic underdevelopment, its
tm:k_ of valid economic infrastructures, make it incapable of
considering a process of decolonization in which the interests
of the Portuguese ruling class would be safeguarded within
the framework of a neocolonial situation or of effective com-
gemmn ‘with other capitalist powers,

) The inhibiting effects of almost half a century of fascism
on a society which, throughout its history, has never really (or
to any extent) known the rights of man_ liberty and the prac-
tice of democracy.

3) The imperial mentality of the Portuguese ruling class and

the ignorance, the myths, beliefs, prejudices and narrow na-

tionalism that characterize the culture of major sectors of the

Portuguese population which, for centuries, has been subjected

to the doctrine of European superiority and African inferiority,

and to the myth of the “civilizing mission” of the Portuguese
with respect to the African peoples who are considered to be
savages.”
5 Despite the whims of the Portuguese colonialists as far as the
creation of multiracial societies,” this doctrine, to which the fear
of “communist subversion” has recently been added crowns the
crystallization of a primitive racism often without any evident
economic motivation.

The racist character of the Portuguese intervention is ampl
evidenced in the disregard for Africa’s cultural values as |
as in the most abject crimes committed by the administration and
the Portuguese colonists during the goiden era of colonialism.
Today it is evident in the cruelty that characterizes the actions
of the colonial troops. But there is a tendency at present, in the
face of African resistance, for it to manifest itself in the pater-
nalism and false preoccupation with “achieving the social advance-
m?‘“ of the African within the framework of the Portuguese
nation."

Portuguese racism, which is one of the subjective causes of
the continuation of colonial wars, reaches its maximum in the
top levels of the ruling class. Thus General Kaulza de Arriaga,
one of the most outstanding personalities in Portuguese colonial
leadership, commander in chief of the colonia] troops in Mozam-
bique and aspirant to the job of President of the Republic, touch-

ing on the Portuguese strategic problem (Volume XII of the Les.
mﬁs in Strategy from the Courses of the High Command 1966/67),
states: “Subversion is above all a war of intelligence. One must
be highly intelligent to engage in subversion; not everyone is ca-
pable. Very well, the black peoples are not highly intelligent, on
the contrary, of all the peoples of the world they are the least in-
telligent.” (sic) . &

In these same lessons, the author, who believes that the “expor-
tation of African slaves to Brazil was a good thing” and that
the “tribal state of the black population is favorable te Portu-
guese strategy,” reveals in all its cruelty the prinei 1 objective
of the present Portuguese colonial policy: te maintain white
domination over black populations. A e g

After having, pointed out that the danger lies in the increase
in “evolutionized blacks™ Kaulza de Arriaga afﬂ!rmsg

We are not capable of maintaining white domination, a na-
tional objective, unless the white population achieves a rhythm
that matches and outnumbers, however slightly, the production
of evolutionized blacks [sic]. On the contrary, if the whites
are outnumbered by the production of evolutionized blacks, them
one of two things is bound te oceur: either we install apartheid,
which would be terrible and in which we would be unsuccess-
ful, or we will have black governments with all the conse-
quences that this implies (destruction of the overséas provinces,
etc.). : )

Tm:Ell racist boss then explains the tactic required to avoid such
a situation: gy 84,

The white population does not contemplate the equilibrium
of the black demographic potential, it contemplates the equili-
brium of evolutionized blacks [...] and thank God, since it is
impossible to see that all blacks are evolutionized, it ls_pusmh:le.
almost certain, that we will be able to situate there in Africa
enough whites to balance the blacks who will become evolu-
tionized. ;

On this basis, after having stressed that “we will not be too
effective in the production of evolutionized blacks; we must pro-
mote them, yes, %ut it's not necessary to exaggerate,” the general
and presidential aspirant reveals the master line of present Por-
tuguese strategy in Africa: “First an increase in the white pop-
ulation, then a limitation of the black population.” In the face
of the difficulties of the problem and convinced of the myth of
the great fertility of the African, he suggests, althcuulgh in a
negative form, the practice of scientific birth control: ‘Clearly,
it is an extraordinarily difficult problem since we cannot distrib-

ute a birth control pill to each black family [...] but what we
can do is not overstimulate the increase of the black population.

One of the principal objectives of Portuguese colonial wars in
Africa thus becomes most evident: given the immediate impos-
sibility of limiting birth control by insuring the supremacy of
the white population, they resort to the physical liquidation of
populations by the increasingly intense use of aerial _bombard-
ment by napalm and other means of massive destruction of the




African man under the deliberate practice of genocide.

This objective, whose realization clashes with the effective
armed resistance of the peoples of the Portuguese colonies sup-
ported by African and international solidarity, nevertheless re-
veals the full extent of the crim.nal character of the moral,
political and material support that Portugal receives from its
allies through NATO and on a bilateral basis. In reality it is no
secret to anyone today that without the aid of its western and
racist allies, the Portuguese government would in no way be
able to continue the colonial wars in Africa and repress the
legitimate aspirations of the people of Portugal for peace and
progress.

It is with full consciousness of the situation of the enemy of
our people and of the internal and external factors and circum-
stances that made possible and condition its criminal attitude,
that we must analyze the situation of our struggle and the
perspectives for its evolution at each moment,

The political-military action of the Portuguese colonialists in
our couniry continues to have as its fundamental objectives:

a) to defend and consolidate the positions they still occupy in

the urban centers and in some zones that are still not liberated:

b) to demobilize the populations in the liberated regions:

¢) to perpetrate the violent destruction of the human and

material means that serve as the base of the victorious develop-

ment of our struggle;

d) to maintain war for the sake of war, to make Africans fight

against Africans;

e) to maintain at all price, the presence of colonial troops in

the principal strategic points with the hope that our political-

military organization, in the long run, will enter into erisis and
wind up in disintegratipn;

f) to withdraw from our people the fraternal solidarity and

logistic support we have in neighboring countries, by means of

open aggression or armed provocation against these neigh-
boring countries,

In its efforts to apply these objectives, the enemy continues
to practice the policy of attack and deceit, making a certain
number of concessions of a social nature to the population it still
controls and fiercely repressing all those who, individually and
collectively, are suspected of nationalism or of concrete support
to our party. The enemy, who acts with the conviction that the
African peoples are “the least intelligent in the world,” has not,
however, attained the hoped-for results and his desperation in
the face of failure 1s becoming more evident each day.

In urban centers and other zones still occupied (some coastal
areas, the islands of Guinea and the Archipelago of Cape Verde),
the enemy’s position is less secure all the time. This is the result,
on the one hand, of the most vigorous daily attitude of our armed
forces and, on the other hand, of the development of clapdestine
work by our party in the urban centers of the continent and in
the islands.

In Guinea, the enemy continues his policy of lies, demagogic

concessions, promises of promotion of Africans even of a “social
revolution™ (sic) which, if it were the case, would not only carry
out the sociceconomic program of our party, but would also give
our people a much more advanced standard of living tham that
of the people of Portugal. To complete the farce, the present head
of the Portuguese colonialists — the sinister General Spinola —
now promises to “give the people self-determination under the
Portuguese banner,” Fervently clinging to the theories of General
Kaulza de Arriaga, who considers the %]ack: to be an unintelligent
person, the military government of Guinea seeks to live the fable
of the wise man who had promised the king he would be able
to teach an ass to read. Like the man in the fable, he is doubtless
convinced that in the long run either the ass or the king will
die; or perhaps he will die.

Having almost reached the end of the four-year mandate
during which our struggle, that he had sworn to liquidate, has
developed, intensified and consolidated itself on all fronts and
levels, General Spinola is beginning to demonstrate his confusion,
ever greater because of the growing support that .the populations
of the urban centers themselves give to our party.

Thus, after the attacks against Bissau and Bafata and faced
with a broad and favorable reaction by the populations of these
cities, the military governor issued a menacing declaration on
July 25 over Radio Bissau, and dropped his paternalistic and re-
formist mask, revealing his true nature.

It is worth quoting certain passages from this declaration which,
like the attacks against Bissau and Bafata, marks the heginnix:ﬁ
of a new stage in the conflict that opposes us to the government
Portugal. It affirmed:

With all the circumstances this province has gone through, it
should surprise no one that rumors — sometimes fantastic —
should circulate, since this is a constant matter everywhere at
all times, which we cannot pretend to aveid totally [...). Never-
theless, the volume and nature of the rumors that have recent-
ly circulated have unfortunately found a certain receptivity
among the most timorous. This has caused a climate of un-
justified apprehension in the capital of the province But it is
necessary to demand that an uneguivocal position be taken
that returns the situation to normal so that no one can harm
anyone whose serene capacity to judge is upset by fear.

After having noted that “adequate measures have beem taken
to insure peace and security at all times,” it threatens the most
SevVEere repression:

It is alsg .important that there be no illusions concerning the

firmness that the government will use to guarantee the peace

order and security of citizens. Any atiempt against individual
or collective security will consequently be considered an act
of betrayal against the pe:EIe of Guinea. Proceedings against
the authors will be inexorably applied in the mame of respect
for the principles of the liberty and equality we defend and
to which all good Guineans so correctly aspire, And any breach
of civil discipline that can disturb the nor.nal complicity, an

o




act of betrayal of the ple will, as such, be repressed without
the slightest contemplation and with all the severity merited
by the enemy, as well as all those who support his interests,
which have nothing in common with Portuguese Guinea,

It is true that no one should have any doubt as to the fact that
the normal rhythm of life in the city will be preserved at all
costs and under all circumstances, Whatever measures are
necessary will be used and their effectiveness will be doubted
only by those who do not yet know the firmness and determina-
tion of the governor of the province.

If it is true that this declaration confirms the fact that the

populations in the urban centers, in particwlar in Bissau, support’

the struggle (as the secret report of the Portuguese high com-
mand notes), there is no doubt that this is also the confession of
the failure of the so-called policy of “better Guinea,” as well as
of all the attempts made by the colonialists to consolidate their
present positions.

Faced with the patriotic resistance of the people in the lib-
erated regions who are increasingly aware of the realities and
objectives of the struggle and are better off because of party
organization, the Portuguese colonialisis have intensified bom-
bings and acts of terrorism during 1971, They could do this be-
cause they have received new airplanes and helicopters from
the.r allies, but nevertheless, they have not achieved their objec-
tives. The organization of self-defense among the population is
very efficient, both with respect to bombardments and to terroris-
tic attacks and attempts to bura our crops in order to conquar us
by hunger. What they succeeded in destroying during the first
meniths of 1971 is not sufficiently significant to upset the wvic-
toricus advarice of our struggle. On the other hand, in the
absence of an effective antiaerial defense, the measures of civil
defense gengrally adopted by the people have contributed to a
significant drop in the number of victims of barbarous actions by
the Portuguese airmen.

The attempt to maintain war for the sake of war, and involve
Africans — most of them recruited by force — in fighting against
Africans, is a pressing need for the colonialists because of the
heightened res.stance and conflicts within the colonial troops.
But 1t is doomed to failure, especially after the shameful defeat
suffered by the colonialists during the imperialist aggression
against the Republic of Guinea. In Conakry as in Koundara and
in Gaoual, the Portuguese along with the Europzan militarists
and the mercenaries from the Republic of Guinea, were re-
sponsible for a certain number of the so-called “African units” the
overwhelming majority of whom did not return to Bissau because
they were dead or imprisoned. This fact, which caused protests
by the victims’ relatives in Bissau and in other urban centers, is
a tragic lesson for the Africans who still allow themselves to be
enrolled in the Portuguese colonial army. On the other hand, the
liquidation, in the course of this year, of certain of their leaders
such as “Captains” Joao Bacar Djalo and Guela Baldé, and
“Lieutenant” Loro Bamba, has upset the sinister plans of the

colonialists. And so they face growing difficulties even im the
recruitment of mercenaries and right-wing common prisoners, and
desertion mounts within their supposed “African con:gan!u."

As for the enemy's positions, we attacked all of them during
the f.rst months of 1971, including the capital, Bissau. Today, the
colonial troops know they are not safe in any part of our ecuntry.
Meanwhile, civilians in the urban centers, particularly the
Portuguese, currently live in a permanent state of alert and
scarcely conceal their fear. The majority of the officers are
sending their families back to Portugal Not only has the enemy
seen the security of his troops diminished but he has also had
to recognize that our party"s solidity has increased and that our
armed forces are stronger than ever. Taking into aecount the
disparity of material and human resources between the enemy
and our forces, this fact represents a great defeat for the Por-
tuguese colonialisis.

In desperation, the enemy has multiplied armed provocations
and criminal acts against neighboring countries despite the con-
demnation of the United Nations and world opinion. There have
been wvarious aﬁgrEssiuns against the population of Casamance
(Senegal) and the frontier zone with the Republic of Guinea. In
their dream of freeing themselves from the weight of our strug-
gle, the Portuguese colonialists, with the support of their allies,
are preparing a new imperialist aggression against this latter
country. As with the preceding one, such aggression will have
as its objective the overthrow of the regime of President Sékou
Touré and replacing him with a government favorable to Por-
tuguese domination of our country.

The Portuguese colonialists are also doomed to failure on this
level: our relations with the governments and peoples of the
neighboring countries are better all the time and no aggression
against the Republic of Guinea could deter the advanee of our
struggle. An eventual aggression in any form will contribute to
strengthening still further the ties that join our people to those
of the Republic of Guinea and will reinforce African and interna-
tional solidarity with our struggle.

The modifications introduced in the structure and functioning
of the directive organ of the party by the meeting of the
broadened Political Bureau held in April 1970, have permitted
a great improvement in the work of militants and those re-
sponsible for various levels of our activity. The political work of
the local commissaries and Political Action Brigades (PAB) has
shown itself to be much more effective in the organization and
leadership of people in the liberated zones as well as in the
realization of new initiatives determined by the top leadership of
the party. Despite certain difficulties in starting the work of the
National Committees of the Liberated Regions (NCLR), the
réegional committees (RC), the zonal committees (ZC) and the
village committees (VC) have worked at a normal rhythm and
have been highly productive.

After the work was begun toward the end of 1970, the party
secretary-general held many reunions with delegates from the




base committees (close to 200 delegates, a third of whom were
women). These meetings, really seminars, were enthusiastically
welcomed by the village committees and by the people, and have
had visible results in the militant spirit and actions at the base.
This is an initiative that we must continue to develop with great
attention,

The results of the school year have been encouraging, both with
respect to the schools in the liberated regions (despite the
terroristic action of the enemy) and in the Friendship Institute.
Close to a hundred boys and girls have been sel this year
{entmntinue their studies in friendly countries, and have already

t.

In health, where there is still a certain amount of confusion
and a certain inefficiency in the work of the intermediary cadres,
particularly the nurses, there has been an overall improvement
in administering medicine and in assistance to the population. The
vaccination campaigns, particularly against cholera, have allowed
us to avoid serious problems, However, despite the return to the
country of a number of doctors trained during the course of the
struggle, we have run into certain difficulties in this area. A large
number of the foreign doctors who came to give us their ass:stance
became ill and had to interrupt their activities,

Despite insufficient rain during the agricultural year 1970-71,
general production covered the needs of the population and there
was enough for the basic nourishment of the fighters. The return
to the country of various technical cadres in agriculture (agrono-
mists, technical agents and other specialists) trained abroad will
genmt a considerable improvement in assistance to the peasants,

ut above all will permit certain limited projects to be carried out
and certain experiments to be made that will serve as the bagis
for agricultural development, which is the principal factor in our
economy.

The people’s stores have been greatly improved with respect to
the aricles placed at the disposal of the people, principally cloth,
thanks to international solidarity.

On the Cape Verde Islands, conscious of the progress our party
has made over the course of recent years, which is reflected in the
strengthening of our clandestine organization and the growth of a
nationalists spirit within the population, the Portuguese colonial-
ists are reinforeing their vigilance and repression everywhere.
Fourteen fellow countrymen were arrested and accused of belong-
ing to PAIGC and of an attempt to detour a trading ship toward
Dakar. Nevertheless, under pressure of public opinion, the Por-
tuguese colonialists found themselves forced to absolve another
four fellow counirymen on trial in San Vicente who were part of
a previously arrested grnuﬂf.

As a result of a criminal policy of abandoning the people of the
archipelafn to natural contingencies, the people are st'll suffering
hunger after three years of drought. The colonialists have tried to
take advantage of this circumstance to destroy the bases of our
struggle’s advancement in the islands, and have resorted to the
exportation of workers to Sio Tomé and Portugal where some

10 000 Cape Verde natives have been sent. " \ y

Our party’s denunciation in April 1971 of the starvation situation,
forced the colonialists — who refused to accept the humanitarian
aid of international solidarity — to take certain measures 1o “com-
bat the crisis.”” But these measures did not succeed in deceiving
our people who, aware of the necessity to free themselves from
colonial domination in order to get rid of misery and hunger, in-
creasingly support our party's activities The reality of the increase
in party activity in the islands and of the support it has there is
recogn.zed by the enemy himself. For example, in the secret report
by the Portuguese High Command the enemy states:

Over this period there have been two subversive appeals directed

to military officers, sergeants and soldiers of Cape Verde. On

the night of December 31, pamphlets were distributed on thiee
islands; in May, packages with PAIGC pamphlets destined for
the islands were intercepted in Lisbon. Y :

Actually, on December 31, pamphlets were distributed simulta-
neocusly on all the populated islands.

During the first months of 1971, conflicts betwe2en segmenis of
the population and the colonialist troops increased significantly
on the main islands. The colonial, civil and military administrat.on
is more isolated every day. An abyss between the colonial elass
and the people, between the servanis of colonialism and the pa-
triots, is progressively widening.

During the meeting of the Higher Council for Struggle (CSL)
held in August 1971, which made a deep study of the prineipal
problems of our life and our struggle, imp-::rts_ml degi;lnns were
taken with the aim of strengthening and improving political werks,
consolidating the structures for our development, and intensifying
and broadening of our armed action, Among the decisions, it is
important to single out the creation of the first National Assembly
of the people of Guinea, which will be selected at the appropriate
time and will give our people an essential organ of sovereignty
that will open new perspectives for our political action, in our own
country and abroad. It is equally appropriate to mention in par-
ticular the decisions related to strengthening the armed struggle,
the development of the struggle on the Cape Verde Islands and, on
the human level, the creation of the Red Cross of Guinea and CIEE
Verde. With the permission of Radio Senegal (three times a week)
and Radio Mauritania (once a week) — which have joined the
programs already being broadcast over the Voice of the Revolution
(in the Republic of uinea, four times a week) — we have greatly
amplified the possibilities of reaching our people and thnse of
Africa.

On the African level, our relations with independent countries
have been broadened and consclidated over the course of the first
months of 1971. In addition to the consclidation of our relations
with neighboring countries — among them the Republic of Senegal,
which evidences increasing interest in giving us all possible help
— countries such as Nigeria, Somalia, Sudan, Tunis, Libva, and
other states have expressed a desire to extend bilateral aid such
as others are now doing.




The Conference of Chiefs of State held in June of 1971 in Addi
Ababa was an important victory for the African liberation mw:-
ment, in particular for our party. Once more, we were designated
unanimously as the voice of the liberation movements at the con-
ference. The decision to increase aid to the liberty fighters and
the creation of a Special Commission of the OAU for western
Africa whose subdirector is a member of the leadership of our
party permits us to anticipate a considerable increase in African
solidarity with our struggle. The Liberation Committee unsparingly
continues to give us all possible aid. In fulfillment of the decisions
of the Special Conference of Lagloa (December 1970), the committee
gave our party special financial aid which was extremely useful.

We must stress that during the course of the conversations we
have held with various African chiefs of state in Addis-Ababa
Conakry or in their own countries, as well as with the Secretary-
General of the OAU and the members of the Executive Secretariat
of the Liberation Committee, we have always encountered the
E:ﬁ-at;:;rtty r:ori-:ér:;n for uu{ struggle afnd an enthusiastic desire to aid

' 15 a great stimulus for o
fighters of our nrgf;izatiun. o o Al e i

On the international plane, where the enemy mimself recognizes
that he is more strongly accused, condemned and morally isolated
despite the political and material support of NATO and other
:lfh;!;i]we have achieved considerable progress in the first months

Relations of solidarity with the Soviet Union and othe i
]cuumrm are increasingly useful to our struggle. They Lﬁiﬁ:ﬁ
ated concretely into important aid in articles of primary necessity
and in other materials we have already received this year. In the
western countries, the Support Committees in general have inten-
sified their information activities and their collections of gifts of
m[id_arit:,r. Sweden has decided to double the aid it gave us last
g:a:i::l Norway and other Scandinavian countries also seem disposed
o :suf];;th mNimpurtant here to mention lally the valiant
e, £ e Norwegian Minister of Foreign Relations during the

meeting of the NATO Council in Lisbon where he denounced
m‘ﬁetyp:ﬁ?‘ t::;d culgglial_ wars as contrary to the interests
incom e wi i i
thfncg":e";'if tth-;'“ o af.;:n tion.mm the principles enumerated in
ortug e people are evidencing increasing aware
the tt:r:t that the colonial war is a crigme.againstgﬂmi:rnirﬂﬁsi:f
mlic : Elchd t.hdw there are more demonstrations against colonial
ﬂ} Afm mct Ree actions carried out I:-KRHAE brave Portuguese patriots
% e ve mvuluunnary Action (ARA) represent important vie-
s in common struggle against the colonial war and a
guar?ntee of friendship and suiuinnt;r on the part of the Portuguese
p%}; el.hthﬂ our people wish to maintain, develop, congolidate.
5 e military level, the action of the Portuguese colonialists
lil] inues to be dominated by this truth, frequently recognized
ﬁ:; licly by the colonial authorities themselves: they cannot win
n;n wair l:_:.-y are waging against our African people, This results
only from the growing combativity of our armed forces and

the victories achieved on the battlefields, but also from the constant
elevat.on of the level of our people’s political consciousness. Aware
of this fact, the colonialists try by every means possible to commit
the most barbarous crimes against our people, to kill our cattle
burn our crops, in a word, to develop and intensify their crimin
and terroristic activity, which gives the lie to their pretensions of
social-economic znd political promotion of our people.

For this reason, the action of the enemy dl.ll'ilEE &a first months
of 1971 was characterized by intense and continuous aerial bom-
bardments, mainly with napalm, and by airborn troep assaults
aimed at the destruction of villages, crop burning and cattle killing.
As we said, having been provided by their allies with new and
better planes and helicopters, the colonists have augmented their
bombardments and terrorist actions. Nevectheless, in the face of
the valiant resistance of the people and fighters, they have seldom
achieved their objectives. The regions most affected by these crim-
inal acts are precisely the most populous and those in which the
party organization is most developed: Cubisseco, Cubucare, Ba-
lana-frontier zone (in the south), Oio and Saara (in the north).

Dezens of villages were destroyed, an appreciable amount of rice
was burned in the regions of Unal, Tombali and Como and some
200 head of cattle were killed. Fortunately, the loss in human lives
is far below the criminal intentions of the ememy who attacks
hospitals and schools by preference and takes his principal victims
from among the elderly and the children.

The action of our armed forces during the first semester of 1971,
in the dry season, achieved a breadth and vigor never before
equalled. It is a fact known to the Portuguese colonialists them-
selves that in order to sustain the impression created by its war
communigués — although these are never guite true — they have
tried to make believe that the intensification and development of
our armed struggle was due to the presence of foreign specialists,
chiefly Cubans, within our armed forces. This lie, like s0 many
other, has convinced no one who isn't already convineed, and has
only served to improve once again the capacity and high level of
initiative of our fighters who unsparingly sacrifice to put into
practice the slogans of our party’'s War Council !

Restructured into various army corps and drawn in part from
the defense forces of the liberated regions, thanks to the creation
and strengthening of the Local Armed Forces, our National Armed
Forces have developed and intensified their action on all fronts;
by doubling the initiative, we have completely disoriented the
enemy who sees his plans condemned to failure, We have carried
out 86 attacks against Portuguese positions (at the rate of three
attarks a day); we have laid eight fatal ambushes and put out
of combat more than 250 soldiers and officers of the colonial army,
among them 158 established dead. Among the operations we have
carried out, we should note particularly the campaign successfully
led by the army corps on the Kinara front (from April to June),
where all enemy positions were attacked on various occasions and

suffered great human-and material losses; the actions that took
place on the Catio front, where the city of the same name was
attacked twice by our combatants causing great destruction; the




actions on the eastern front where, on three occasions, the city
of Gabu was the object of assault by our forces, which, in addition,
laid the most damaging ambushes suffered by the enemy during
the course of the struggle. In one of these ambushes, the garrison
commander of Pitche was killed; ten trucks, a tank and various
cannons were destroyed; finally, the no less important, intensive
and continuous operations directed against Portuguese positions
all al-::-nﬁ the Senegal border.

But the first semester of 1971 will go down in the history of
our struggle as the period in which, for the first time, we have
been capable of attacking all the urban centers still occupied by
the enemy, including the capital Bissau, and Bafata, the country’s
second most important city. The attacks against the colonial pasi-
tions of Bissau and Bafata mark a new stage in the political-mili-
tary evolution of our struggle. If such were necessary, they are
a new and clear refutation of the allegation that serves as a pretext
for the criminal aggressions against our country, namely thai we
are acting from neighboring countries.

It is a fact that the attack against Bissau was more of a warning
to the population of the capital, and that to carry it out we had to
attack seven enemy garrisons of logistic support. Thus the human
and material losses to the enemy were not great, but the psycho-
logical and political effect of the action surpasses all others so far
undertaken. In Bafata, where our infantry entered and remained
for some time without enemy response, our fighters destroyed four
garrisons, the meteorolog.cal station, the airport control tower
and various buildings of the military and administrative infra-
structure, and several sections of the colonial troops were put out
of combat. Our fighters also carried out 75 arrests of suspicious
individuals in order to interrogate them, following which 58 were
released.

During the period January-August 1971, we carried out 508 im-
portant actions:

369 attacks against garrisons in urban centers;

102 ambushes and other operations on the highways;

15 very important mining actions:

14 actions against river transportation; and

8 operations by commandos in urban centers.

Our forces put out of combat 480 dead, 735 soldiers and enemy
agents, confirmed. The confirmed number of wounded (255) is
far from corresponding to the real total. In effect, information
from Lisbon and Bissau indicates that the military hospitals in
these cities have never had as many wounded as they have this
year. On the material level, we have destroyed or damaged 90
military vehicles, sunk 28 ships and coast guard craft in the rivers,
shot down two planes ana ‘hree helicopters. Our forces, which
have expelled the enemy from three battlefields and have demol-
ished several encampments such as that in Umaru Cosse on the
eastern {ront, seizeéd an important supply of war materials, prinei-
pally G-3 machine guns, Mausers, American bazookas and telecom-
munication apparatuses.

While it is true that this does not represent the victorious end

of our armed liberation struggle, nevertheless there is no doubt
that, for eight months of action, it is the best in our eight and a
half years of struggle and represents a decisive contri n to
the certain victory of our liberation battle. It is this result and
all the victories achieved that explain the growing desperation of
the Portuguese colonialists, the increasingly ferocity and savagery
eir colonial war.

OIItnh order to try to justify their criminal obstinacy agaimst our
progress in the struggle, the Portuguese colonialists resort to eve

type of argument, such as that presented by General Kaulza de
Arriaga, for instance, who stated in the Strategic Lessoms of the
Course of the High Command: . ]

Naturally, when our troops die in Guinea and we are spending

a great deal of money there, we do not take these losses into

consideration nor think that this money is spent only for the

defense of Guinea, If this were the case, it would not really be
reasonable; but a man who dies in Guinea indirectly defends
ozambique. : _

%ntglﬂ: a%ﬂrrﬁtiun re?ureals to the fullest the m1s‘erabie nature,
the cynicism and the scorn of the Portuguese colonial leaders Eﬂr
human beings — for the Portuguese man himself — it has m:
merit of recording the community of the struggle and the m::t:nd
that unite our people with the brother ?mplei of A‘ng_?.r -
Mozambique. It clearly shows the degree of our responsibi t1u ies o
the united struggle for the total liquidation of the Portugue

nial presence in Africa. :

Eﬂ]’i?ﬂ dcl!a?v the best out of victories our people have achieved, and
*he successeés already won this year, to meet the level of our
responsibilities, we must make 1971 one of the most decisive p]:-
riods in our long and rich struggle. We must constantly strength-
en our awareness of realities and mot forget that we i:m.; a
desperate and unscrupulous enemy, bé ready to make greater
efforts and sacrifices, to overcome all difficulties, prngttm.tveliny
correct our errors and deficiencies, mnﬁnunu;ly improve our &
dividual and collective behavior and our action in political h:n
military areas, as in all other branches of the new life we have
s t t}l";:::r sgﬁieiﬁme that we intensify our armed action and blm:}
the enemy's claws, we must pay greater attention to pgl:r]:cu{
work in our own country, in ica and internationally.

the principal forces, if not the main one, of the Po;}uguu:
colonies is the political and material aid of their allies. We mal.;i
draw all the lessons from this reality, both Iur_thz pre;EI::; )
for the future, develop and consolidate friendship and soli ﬁ};
with all anti-imperialist and anticolonial forces, tighten our e
with the Africans and non-Africans who are aiding us in nd!
difficult struggle and are giving us true proof of their friend-

ship. . % i
euver, no crime of the Portuguese colonialists, no
in{gem:grld will be able to prevent the inevitable victory of our
African people on the road of national liberation and the con-
struction of peace and progress to which they are entitled.
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The GI movement grew in the US army¥ as a result of aggression in Viet Nam.
Its antiwar activities represent a powerful and effective force in the US revolu-
tionary movement. Its organization §s present almost everywhere that imperial-
ism has military forces: in Europe — principally in Germany — in Japan, in
south Korea and especially in South Viet Nam jteclf

David Dorey, 21 years old, from a military hackeround (hiz father waez in the

military 26 vears). & voluntary enlistee in 1988, decorated with badges during
his 18 months’ mobilization on the Viet Nam front and who rose to become a
sergeant of the Rangers. Is a case In point. His level of consciousness and

subsequent  attitude made him a risk az far as his superiors were concerned
and in 1970 they transforred him to Fort MeClellan, Alnbama, where he came into

contact with the GI movement and began to work on the publication of Left Face,
one of the 80 newspapers the movement currently publlishes,
In an interview for Tricontinental, David Dorey traces a gencral PANOTa™MaS

of the antecedents, structure, aclivities and perspectives of the GI movement,

THE ORIGINS OF THE GI' MOVEMENT are rooted in an historical,

spontaneous class struggle which has existed in all segments of

American society but which is much more clear, much more rigid,

within the United States military. As long as there has been

a military structure within the United States, there has been a
struggle going on and this struggle has been greatly intensified
around the war in Viet Nam. The personal awareness of neople
within the military, of GIs within the military, and their under-
standing of imperialism in relation to the Viet Nam war come
out of an understanding of their own oppression and their own
exploitation within the US military.

he manifestations of this primary struggle in the GI move-
ment are the mass refusals o}] companies to fight in Viet Nam,
fraggings® the relationship of Gls to dope in Viet Nam_ and a
whole series of spontaneous actions that have taken place both
In the United States and in Viet Nam within the military. And
the GI movement — I'm referring to the movement that consists
of organizing projects, a movement with a defined ideology, the GI
newspapers, the GI coffee houses' — all those manifestations which
I'll call the GI movement from here on — has to learn to serve, to
complement this primary struggle, has to see that it isn't a separate
struggle, and has to learn how to stay in contact with, how to
direct, how to lend consciousness to a movement that has much
older roots historically.

The GI movement as it is known today, began to emerge around
1965. At that time civilians in the antiwar movement started to
gain an understanding of the potential for antiwar activities
among GlIs; started to see that those actions were going on and
that GIs were not the enemy, as so many civilians had defined
them. These antiwar activists then began to switch the primary
struggle from draft resisting 1o military organizing.

The result was the first of the GI coffee houses, the first

GI, the term used for the ordinary US soldier. is an abbreviation of “govern-

ment issue” denoling the standardization, conformity and rigidity of US Army
practiers and requirements,  (Ed. note)

The act of hurling & frapmentation grcnade against one or several US afficers
or subofficcrs notorious for their malireatment of the troop. See "MNews
Rchind the News™ in Tricontinental Na. 24, p. 158, (Ed. note)

A coffee house is a place where nonaleoholic beverages and light refresh-
ment are served in an atmosphere of relaxed talk and music. (Ed. note)
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itself the American Servicemen's Union (ASU), which was
organized within the army originally by Andy Siaap. The third
segment consists of individual GI collectives which have at
times within the GI movement banded themselves together: for
insiance, there was an organization called Movement for a
Demceratic Military (MDM) consisting primarily of naval and
marine projects on the west coast; this segment has many new
GI papers, GI collectives emerging that have not establishad
communication on a national 'scale, sometimes have not had an
awareness that other GI projects exist. Thus many individual
projects are in existence,

Projects simply speak to the fact that at each base there are
collectives, people whose primary purpose for being at that base
is to do organizing to support GI activities and somehow the
word “project” has come out — from organizing project.

Primarily the only two types of projects have been coffee
houses, and noncoffee house projects, meaning to say a collective
of civilians living in one house and working gut of that house.

Within the structure of USSF, which is what I'm most familiar
with, there are some 45 organizing projects, and a number of
additional newspapers that are not a part of organizing projects
but are funded gy USSF. There is no gne ideological line w.thin
these projects and the USSF itself was not formed originally to
hand down a political line. It was simply formed to facilitate
funding and communications between GI projects Although USSF
was originally established as a fund-raising and fund-distributing
organization, as the need for much closer communication between
Gl projects arose, it began to serve that purpase also. USSF
beceme the central office of a number of support organizations
to include SOS in San Francisco, Chicago Area Military Project,
ete. Presently the structure within USSF is that of a somewhat
active board whose members include some individuals active
within the USSF struciure and others who lend support to the
working staff. It has offices in Cambridge and New York. The
primary function of the Cambridge office is that of putting out
an internal discussion bulletin, of be'ng in communication with
projects, of dealing with legal questions; and the primary func-
tion of the New York office is to raise funds. The staff is mads
up of Gls who have emerged in the GI movement and still, in
some cases, of civilians who were organizers at bases. The people
who originally set up the USSF came out of the civilian antiwar
mevement. The board was composed of antiwar activists. The
funds which have been raised to put into the GI movement have
come from antiwar sources, antiwar people. But there is no formal
tie between USSF and any other antiwar organization,

The projects existed before USSF did. USSF emerged because
of the needs of the first coffee houses and first organizing pro-
Jects. Since then two types of projects have been developed:

1) where organizers come simply for the purpose of organizing

a project at a base, and

2) where GI collectives have emerged and have seen a need

for civilian organizers or civilian resources there,

There isn’t a formal program by USSF and USSF has not been
seen in the past as being in a position to make demands on pro-

jects or lay down @ program or political idl.?nlﬂgj' for a project.
But because of the realities DfGiItS organizational sT.c:li'w:“‘t‘.!H_' H]'!:
beeause of the realities of the movem2nt, many decistons ar
being made and have to be made at a national level, and USSF
is doing that simply because il is the only national office for
those projects. / ;

The majority of the projects see themselves as ideologically
aligned because of the logical progression of pelitical work, the
progression of organizers. The turnover in organizers and the
trend toward veterans, toward people in the working class, has
meant a heavy emphasis on organizing along class lines and
organizing in terms of Gls as people who have been tempaorarily
removed from the civilian working class but who will return to
these communities, and to that class. When I speak of ideological
alignment, the unity is around revolutionary corganizing and a
Marxist-Leninist ideology, :

There are other projects within USSF and other tendencies
within USSF ranging from a small minority which feels itself
exclusively antiwar and sees i1selfl as relating to all segments of
the military including officers and enlisted men; and another
small minority which sees itsell as relating to other struggles and
other issues but not in a revelutionary way. I think the rzason
why these are minorities is that, in my experience, the GI does
not relate to liberal politics or a liberal ideology. The Gls coming
out of working-class backgrounds don't go through the same
pregression politically or ideologically that the students or people
from educated backgrounds do. They do not go through & liberal
stage; they go from the right to the left.

In terms of the immediate future there are strong dcsires on
the part of many organizers and many GIs to establish ideological
unity. And I se2 it as absolutely necessary that the Gl mivement
continue, particularly that it continue after the Viet Nam war.

There is also the ASU, which puts out the newspaper The
Bond, a national GI paper. The head office is in New York, and
there have been local projects which at one point in their history
considered themselves part of the ASU. The ASU claims to have
a membership of somewhere in the neighborhood of 50000 Gls
and the political line is that of Youth Against Wor and Fascism
(YAWF) and Workers” World Party (WWF).

ASU differs from USSF in that USSF does not count members,
and is not a party, but a support organization that exists to
complement a struggle within the GI movement, a strupggle
within the military, so that the question of members is not
directly related to the structure of U3SF. There are individual
GI organizations within the structure of USSF that, on a local
level, have formed organizations, like the United Front in Ft. Hood,
which has been capable of mobilizirz up to a thousand Gls for
a single action. : .

Mnﬁy bases, both of USSF projects and ASU projects and in-
dividual GIs participated in the April 24 march and in May Day
actions this past year. It has become a policy of almost all or-
ganizers of demonstrations to regard Gls as the vahguard in terms
of speakers, in terms of taking a frent position in marches, in
terms of publicity. It has been the policy of most GI organizing




projects to {:;lug into antiwar actions wherever and whenever
possible within the limited mobility that GIs have. And in the
Washington area there are a number of military bases. The BMC
coffee house during the spriny offensive did propaganda on Gls
directed toward troops mobilized tor riot duty, and in effect,
made it necessary for the army to go much further abroad — to
go, for instance, to Ft. Bragg — to alert troops for action in
Washington because the troops in the Washington area were very
much affected by the spring offensive and were very much in
support of it. There was also the veterans’' action immediately
preceding April 24 in which a number of active-duty Gls par-
ticipated in the demonstrations, but it was a five-day action and
for a GI to get five days away from the military is sometimes
ve{_y difficult. :

he activities of the immediate past have included a boycott
demonstration near Ft. Hood in which 400 GIs were arrested;
GI participation in hospital strikes with black workers in Ala-
bama, and s'milar actions that give GIs more contact with their
class, with work, and finally with the werld of tomorrow that is
theirs: namely the world of civilian work.

A consicerable number of Gls have refused to go to Viet Nam
outright. What is more common, particularly since the GI move-
ment has emerged in a more formal way, is for GIs to try to find
legal means to refuse orders for Viet Nam. I don’t have any exact
figures on those who have refused to go to Viet Nam. The army’s
policies in regard to that refusal have varied a great deal from
very repressive measures with very sevére jail sentences to
simply trying to discharge people in that situation. In the last
four months there have been some very heavy actions on the west
coast among sailors, on aircraft carriers leaving the west coast for
Viet Nam: on the USS Constitution and the USS Coral Sea there
have beéen mass protests, mass demonstrations, anc in the case
of the Coral Sea, many of the sailors did not go, went into hiding,
went underground rather than go to Viet Nam.

The various legal methods GIs have used in order not to go
to Viet Nam have taken the form of conscientious objector ap-
plications — an application for discharge in which the person
claims to have elther moral or religious grounds for opposing the
war. This and many other army procedures have been used
primarily to tie up the administrative system of the army, to
delay shipment, to get orders changea. But we should remember
that a great deal of the militancy, perhaps the major part of the
militancy and participation in organizing GI activities comes not
from soldiers new in the military, but primarily from the Vist
Nam veterans, who became politically conscious in Viet Nam.

The army's desire, the government's desire is to alienate
members of the military from the civilian populace; and in the
case of Gls, because of their background, to alienate them from
the working class, from their families, their brothers and sisters,
friends, who are civilians in the working class. I think the most
important thing that has happened in bringing about a con-
sciousness of the need to relate GIs to that class struggle has been
the transition in organizers, from middle class, educated antiwar
activists to veterans from the working class. The tools that have

been used to establish this relationship have been fairly simple,
a matter of communicating the realities and the struggle of the
working class to GIs who otherwise — because of the nature of
the establishment press and because of the nature of communica-
tions in the military — have no feeling - for, no idea of what's
oing on.

s Beﬁ;ond this there is the field of political education, of revolu-
tionary political education provided it is done properly with
consciousness and understanding of the importance of the revolu-
tionary potential of the working class. It should be understood
that a great many GIs enlist in the military — some are drafted
but a great many enlist voluntarily, mainly out of a desire to
escape the oppressive environment of their class, of their situa-
tion. When they get into the army they're confronted by a much
more rigid and very clear class structure in which they're at the
bottom. So the job of the GI organizer is not that difficult: he
has only to take that knowledge of oppression, that knowledge
of class structure that GIs have of the military and simply make
it clear through education that this is simply a veneer of the class
structure they came out of, to show the relationship between the
two areas of oppression, between the two areas of exploitation
To give Gls access to the knowledge of the historical revelution-
ary role that the working class has had in the United States and
which has been denied them in high school in the army, by all
forms of establishment education and establishment information.
The reality of the situation is that GIs are going to return to
working-class environments simply because, with a very few
exceptions, they have no other choice. Whether or not they have
contact with the GI movement, GIs or veterans have rapidly be-
come probably the most militant and angry segment of the working
class. The role the GI movement has to serve is to add or contribute
a consciousness and an ideology to this militancy — to give it
direction. ; :

The question of the army’s move to establish an a]lq-vulun‘leﬂr
army is a very important move at this time. We don’t see that
the government can use reforms within the military: a more
liberal disciplinary policy, better living conditions, mcreumq. 'pair,
as tools in themselves to establish a volunteer army, s‘mply
because this does not deal with the primary contradictions of the
military. We co, however, see great danger in this action by
the government paralleling the economic recession in the United
States. At this time definite steps are being taken to gain an
understanding of the army's future plans in regard to VOLAR
(which is the word for volunteer army). It is our belief that the
army is not successful at this time in carrying cut that program,
that while enlistments have gone up — particularly in econom-
ically depressed areas — reenlistments, people staying within
the military, have fallen off. We don't feel that VOLAR has a
chance of being successful as long as the war in Viet Nam con-
tinues or as long as there's a high predominance of Viet Nam
veterans in the military. Partly to trv to gain a better under-
standing of what the army is doing with respect to VOLAR and
how the GI movement can best deal with it, and partly to try
new organizing forms and structures an experimental GI pro-




ject has been plannec for Ft. Carson, Colorado, which is the
experimental base for the volunteer armyv.

We see it as eur responsibility to establish struggle over a
broad front in the military before the end of the war in Viet Nam
and while there still are Viet Nam veterans. We believe that
Gls forced into enlistment because of econom'c factors are not
going to be haopy with their situation in the mflitary, that thev're
still poing to be aware of the primary contradictions of American
capitalist society and of the army as a tool for carrving out
imperialism. Unless the army can successfully alienate the
members of the volunteer army from the rest of the civilian
pooulace, it cannot be successful in establishing a volunteer army.
Almost exclusively. activity in the GI movement has been not
among drafted people but among peovle who have enlisted in the
armv. Traditionally_ the political movement in the military has
been among volunteers, among enlistees. And while the army may
be successful in getting a great many people to enlist because
of economic necessity, we don’t believe that it can be successful
in pacifying those people while they're in the military or in
keeping a great many of them in the military when their enlist-
ment is up. In general we oppose the volunteer army program;
we do not see the ending of the draft as a political victory; in
fact we see it as a danger for the future struggle among the
populace of the United States.

neerning specific GI activities, perhaps the best way to ap-

proach them is the specific situation at Ft. McClellan, which is
where I began to do GI organizing when I came back from Viet
Nam. In some ways that situation is typical of other bases anc
in some ways it's not. Ft. McClellan is a gase of some 6500 people
in north-eastern Alabama — small by comparative standards, Its
two primary funetions are as headquarters for the Army Chemi-
cal Corps and training school and the home of the Women’s Army
Corps (WAC) and basic training. In 1969 a group of GIs — pri-
marily from chemical units, one Viet Nam .veteran who was an
instructor in the chemical school — got together and decided to
put out an antiwar newspaper. When they put out the newspaper
Left Face (the name mocks the military command “right face")
they were met with considerable repression. They engaged in a
series of actions to try to secure the right to distribute the news-
paper legally and, as on all other military bases, were unsuc-
cessful. In reprisal for these activities, some of the GIs were
threatened — and procedures were taken against them — either
to give them undesirable discharges or to give them dishonor-
able discharges, or to send them to jail. And there was a lot of
support for them from Gls on the base. In the spring of 1970, an
antiwar rally was organized in Anniston, the town where the
base is located. An organization known as Gls and WACs United
wag formed around that time, in the late summer or early fall of
that year; a civilian collective which had visited McCleilan and
had seen what activities were going on there, decided to locate
itself in Anniston.

The two primary objectives of the civilian collective were:

1) to have the first organizing project for WACs, which was

to be carried out by the women of the collective, and

2) to sid and give continuity sio the struggle of the Gls at
cClellan.
¥u facilitate this they rented two houses near the base be&m
to assemble literature and equipment, beggn to get to know Is
involved around the paper, GIs involved in political activity on
the base. And a GI who had been primarily responsible for the
beginning of the paper became a mémber of the collective when
he got out of the army. A period of intensive political education
began w'th a cadre of approximately a dozen Gls, During this
period of four or five months, the paper was nol published sin(xﬁ
what was desired was that the political consciousness of the
cadre be such that when the newspaper began publishing :?g&i:,
it would not be a case of civilians having to manipulate Gls; that
the ic eology and direction would be already established, would be
in the hands of Gls, and the civilians would only serve as support
workers to the GI cadre. e e s
i still going on a 15 in ur 3
let?r?;majﬁm?:lmrmismg, nngAngela Davis rally and joint acugn
around it by the black community in Anniston and Gls at 1 e:
fort, showing movies, ete, In December of 1970 Left F";c: stuft
to n'ppear'again. The diff.culty that arose after the [irst tiw
issues was the difficulty that always faces a GI organiza rgﬁ
namely the transient nature of Gls. And what this meant in e
terms was that over the period of the next eight months a Mm:l'
of GI cadres emerged and disappearec, emerged and were dis-

‘charged, shipped out. There was no one cadre carrying on work

i i indi i d going
over a long period of time but many individuals coming an s
the staff of the r changing many times. r actions
::rdried out included ::.Ecquemly e first march held in i:niﬂ-
ton, followed by a cemonstration on a much larger sc on
Veterans' Day, October 25, when actions. were en on many
bases around the country. :

A great deal of legal work, legal counseling and handling of
court martial cases took place over that year. At this n‘lag%
contact was established with three radical lawyers who a%iea_
to handle all military cases related to political activity. E;
services became a very necessary thing as GIs continued 1:::}i
arrested, not on charges that were superficially political, but for
political reasons. For instance, in the spring of 1971 the army
arrested a group of five GIs on a charge of pcssil!ssim of m:;lé
juana, which was simply an attempt on the army's part to s :
them to jail without creating a political issue. And a gtf:]ai
number of other Gls were arrested and harrassec on minor mili-
tary charges such as being out of uniform, speeding, disrespect.

There were many mistakes made in organizing at Ft. iﬂlﬁ}iﬁ
but there were also successes. The major success I think is t
Left Face and Gls anc WACs United became accepted 1nsﬂtu£ons
which had the sympathy of masses of Gls on the base. Gls E:E
or continued to take a great interest in the paper, wanted t.n re :
the paper despite harrassment, deséute moves on the army's par
to take legal action against them. GIs began to see theh organizing
project as the place to turn to for legal help, rather t ;nl turning
to the army’s institutions. It became possible to mobilize con-
siderable numbers of Gls around specific issues.




1 think the primary error arose out of the makeup of the
civilian collective in that the original collective wag not mace up
of people with military experience and was primarily not made
up of people from working-class backgrounds. And what that
meant was a very long per.od of education for those people in
order to learn what the realities of military life were and what
issues you could organize around. The primary success that the
organizing project at McClellan had and the reason it's not typical
of other projects on other bases, was not that of creating mass
actions but of creating a great number of individual cacres who
are presently doing political work within the GI movement or in
other areas and forms of organizing. The first GIs who worked
on the paper ana were engaged in political activities defined
themselves as revolutionaries but did not have a sound basis in
theory, did not have access to detailed political literature around
a Marxist-Leninist ideology. Civilians coming brought that litera-
ture but because the movement in the 60s had not related to
masses, had not related to working-class people, the literature,
the propaganda materials produced were for students and very
cifficult for Gls to relate to.

So what was done in concrete terms was to take the limited
available material that GIs could relate to and do sessions two
nights a week in which Gls could get together and rap about this
material and try to relate it to concrete day-to-day activities, to
their experiences in the army and with the war, with the idea of

then using Left Face as a mass propaganda tool to educate people
around revolutionary politics.

In terms of political education with Gls, there is a somewhat
unique situation in that Gls, particularly working-class Gls, are
very ready to accept a socialist and a communist perspective on
struggle, but because of their ecucational background, because of
their exposure to an oppressive educational situation, are not
initially enthusiastic about doing a great deal of reading and about
doing a great deal of formal study. And so the most successful
approach is to educate around concrete struggles, around the
struggles of the Vietnamese people, around the situation in Cuba,
around what .'im?erialimn means in concrete terms in the Third
World instead of around specific raocical writings. To give Gls
a sound basis for practice, to give GIs both the skills and the
iceology to be organizers, not just people who have been or-
ganimdhwir.h an emphasis on practice as opposed to an emphasis
on intellectual ideology. Other approaches that have been used
with some success are bookstores with political literature at GI
projects, particular kinds of movies ﬁood for mass education, and

mass distribution of cue materials that we see as good tools
for organizing in the army. And the primary producer of thege
has been People’s Press in San Francisco, while Newsreel's
movies have been particularly valuable. Another thing we found
very useful was taking advantage of other movement periodicals,
primarily the Guardian, so that GlIs would not be solel depencent
on the organizing project or on Left Face. But final{:.r probably
the modt successful and primary area of education yras around
GIs actually writing in Left Face. As they decided to do articles,
as they decided to write, it became necessary for them to acquire

the knowledge, the facts concerning whatever mﬁtew:;e m:nmg_
about, and the skill of how to make thatthe re o :
stituency they were writing for, baaicallym!mum edm:ﬁmw:nd
in their unit. That experienceé was very u e '
In Eraeking B e b e e ey md Tl
at isn"t their role, tha
:r:?!tls t:lhould lie in the hands of someone oth%r éﬁ; i?&{; o G
All the articles in almost all GI papgr;lan Fesrpres e
ez writtenﬁrréi I\:’ arri:g srtmr:;gt;; esm:luf:?-jn; the war in Laos,
erything from Thi orld , 8 ;
f;:e rgittuatjgnn with politieal prisoners, for msll';amwﬂhwearée l:t:swriuen;
Attica, around George Jackson, around Ange it
articles relating to the situation of veterans; bt e
ecific daydo-gay oppression at Ft. Mcmellanﬁ?uth“ r
;‘ﬁ McClelian, around sexism at Ft. McClellan. ':*r o ;':; $icpet
areas written about were actions that Gls hnve.]-:akm derrnan-
instance in protest over the death of Geur%e 1:?:1 - me:r o
strations that they were involved in, boycotts s e
involved in. It was very valuable for them not on 5 tc- pa actle::ﬂna.
in those actions, but to produce ropaganda amunit h::stm oo
Actions, particularly actions by the black community s
were and are an important area of GI Wl‘_lt;:lg.l o Laos
important that there be articles about legal rig ctusde egn Py
tioﬂom:aking down the mystification of the legal o .ﬂ:; )
could gain confidence and ability to combat the 1]11 O
tary justice system as an oppressive weapon agal Bt ki
ing about actions at other bases has been ;:gkins eng b
giving a feeling of a national movement, in g
isolation that comes of being on one basﬁ. b o R
Then there are articles on political activities. e i
instance, besices having demonsirations, hﬁeau_ies_cs ugn Ll
actions, we had more informal gatherings: pmmh;ve Plge .
where | ple speak, play music and rap. Thextg e
successful in integrating political activity In s
ultural life of Gls. s y
: The San Francisco Mime Troupe, which ::id a m:;uiﬁnarﬂ
street theater group from the west coast, produced a %n g
in Anniston. The most important thing about it th;r; el
lay itself, but arrangements that were made ?fcd 0 G[smnnd
or a plac'e to have it; the publicity was a u];m hgs pn
WACs. Along the same lines, Barbara Dane, &: &I A% Ay
layed an important role of support within et re |
game to Anniston to sing at a picnic; a 31111325 inalhe sy
Farm Workers as well as other people involved the, moveit
have come and have Biver & ifes with Gla. The creation of GI
ici i activ . dhe n
E:tr;;l%m Tra:ué?;;d very much on this principle and it's been
ery successful. E i
p gne problem facing the GI movement now iscl}lﬁw t;um::t:g
ties with the people who leave the army, the w ratgyhost
mobilized. It's been very t;lifiitf:ul;o;l:ll;;::ag tf:l:dr%: ’E.c:f'wfhe 0k e
itself very much in the role o : st .
icularly civilians at the point of p ction,
E{::E;lnc?::émpﬁe?;l is an- national or very significant movement
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among white civilian workers so that there are difficulties with
respect to communication and activities for those veterans to
participate in. So far the tie has been maintained primarily by
the GI who leaves a ific base continuing to communicate with
the GI project, with the GI organization at that base; particularly
when he becomes involved in political activity such as factory
organizing, he sees that area that he's left, sees that base that
he's left as very much in the resource area, the communications
area, an area where he can discuss the difficulties he's hwinﬁ in

a long time, many GIs could plug back into the GI movement
and in fact became GI organizers, but what is happening now,
what has to happen now — because there can only ﬁ a %imited
number of GI organizers — ‘s that they go into more diverse
activities and other areas of organizing in which a localizec, type
of communication is inadequate for their situation, There is a
tremendous need to establish better communications nationally
and internationally within the GI movement.

Some of us also feel that there is a need for a national structure
of GIs but that such national structure should include radieal
veterans and there should be both a united ideology and a united
program of action within that structure,

Viet Nam Veterans Against the War (VV. AW) should, by logic, be
that kind of a national organization. Particularly in Texas a unity
has been established between the Texas VVAW and the GI rojects
at F't. Bliss and Ft. Hood so that veterans who get out of the army
there can go into VVAW and use it as a form of communication
both with other radical veterans and with active duty GIs, But
Texas is very much of an exception. Again, one of the difficulties
in talking about the GI movement is that the formal movement
that’s made up of organizing projects, USSF, etc., leaves out the
very important actions that have gone on among Third World
Gls, among black GlIs. The GI movement has been primarily a
white one, not exclusively a white one, but primarily a white one
and very important actions, particularly in West Germany but
also in the United States, have been organized by black GIs.
Obviously, I as a member of the GI movement, as an organizer
in the GI movement, support those actions, and desire more of
‘those actions, and desire closer unity between black GIs and
white GIs. But the problem we're confronted with is the problem
the entire movement is confronte¢ with: black Gls, because of
their background, and a great number of things, have a much
better consciousness of the need for stru gle and the areas of
struggle and this creates a gap between wiite and black Gls,

When you talk of the formal GI movement, it has to be under-
stood that the people who went to GI projects to do organizing
were white people, primarily white people from bourgeois back-
grounds. That is, the dynamic that was set up was the choice of
two things: black GIs could come in or relate to that project in
a8 minority situation, in other words taking political direction,
political leadership from whites; or an attempt could be made
to make the resources of the project, of the organization accessible
to black GIs anc let black do their own organizing and lead

i i te terms is
i movement. What this has meant in concrete |
:E:twitf:n question hasn't been dealt with successfully in mln;
areas: that resources that are accessible to white Gls ht;:e tn:in
bew paseed inko the hands of Black CIt Thia hae XCRES &
are blac ne ) i
E:‘el.:::nu;iﬁ\#t Germany. And in some places blu:lr.i ;ig
have icipated in the GI mavemtentd mn;he;::.l r:!';piﬁjdwmpmeir
felt that the movement :
::gf:ie.-ms.ﬂsumetimm black and white GI mwement: :nst a;ifh:
by side at the same base with good relationship uhup o
organizations. And in some cases black GIs hav:l Boiit o
themasives Into predomantly WL tack GI because it puls the
en been very difficult for the ’ _
hirden o deaing wih white razm, on s Shonlcers. Dp
the consciousness of radical w 3 5 I.'I?m .
gsful in dealing with a great deal o unco
?ui;uﬁr:dmmm:re'v; been educated into. And one of the p:‘htﬁiil
necessities we're faced with is achieving a cOnscloOusness B
that racism manifests itself, and ta]zm of }ﬁl'fnﬂ{lﬁt altt v.rd: ;i!uullg
i i i tomatically ing or ing t
?&?ﬁﬁﬁemlpt ;ft‘ﬂ:]: in the movement. T‘m.:1 pa;h:;;:la;m:l? l'?iiehuf
ion lack GIs within predomin
-:rfm tigi'.lctl:;'l Eﬂo?hif tﬁ: military is a decision that hlactli GI;:: ha;:
fn make for themselves and in most cases it has beari1 t: fn é:m
of Third World people in the military, not to partic r;:ms Ry
organizations, And this is because the primary strugg ﬁ'te T
Gls are different, or somewhat different than for whi :

i demonsira-
ce at Ft. McClellan, in October, a mass .
(Rl HRE DR o p i ol e o
th 138 Gls a g — WAC
ey e oy e il e bpn o et sy
' ake ace among w. !
ng;j::twnnti G? ori'ganizatinn took, as opposed to a leadelrsil;:p 1:0-13
P as one of communicating with the media, one of supp EG IE wgr -
;;ﬂp one of organizing a ciefense campaign — the WMtgl-t gt
capable of doing that; they were not capable of Tthe En S
]egel of struggle in Ft. M::Cle]]n:l;e::mtl;atha t.l::l:lgf ‘:élucnﬁng i Fres
GI organizers and of the paper gy 2 e
i in the GI movement as to t s
EIEt Etmlg::tlr?t?nr:.n The paper became a voice th;:d ‘Llillacl: nc';i:iiu
could use to explain what had happened, why it e feel:lt i
Those resources were what t.ht:ej_r needed. They didn't
leacership, they already had their own.

From t]:na brief insight into the role of black Gls, ;E becomes
evident that complete and comprehensive knowledge of a mmre-u
ment as broad and diverse as that of tﬁu: L(I}Ifteig g-:: tg:l:;u
available. And this is true even within t n iy )

of years, the establishment press was very success-
1;311-1 a‘mni.]na:ful:ng D}:.It the existence ltﬂdtnihnyulﬂ ngéi:n(}tg ?m
ment. It is just in the past year that this 1: gun fo. SR
imarily because of activities of veterans. This
:::;ninprwmhich ?cummunication can help to erase ‘distnrlt:dﬂnsfﬁ
present an active picture both of the political actions and o
growing consciousness of the GI movement.







Definitions of a Battle

MNayif Hauatmeh




The Palestine guerrillas of the Democratic Poo:
ple's Front for the Liberati
e g T
ont), Saika (The Spark) izm-
tiluna confront Zionism and the res ary governments of t;:dﬂgiriuﬁgd“:;t.h
t ;ﬂunlh&kable decision to regain the occupled territories
eliminate the resistance and divide the eountries of

unachievable aims of Hussein, in cahoots with Tel Aviv and ':ll:: l?;ﬁ‘cdl?ux
G:n this interview for Tricontinental magazine, Nayi! Hauatmeh, Secretary-

neral of the Democratic People's Front for the Liberation of Palestine explaing
the principles and strategy of the organization, founded in 1968 ;

What Is the present state of the Palestinian resistance Isracll
occupation and the reactionary Arab regimes? 5 T

The general strategic situation at present with respect to the
Israeli occupation and the State of Israel is based on these fun-
damental principles: complete rejection of Zionist imperialism’s
oppression and usurpation of the le of Palestine which, since
1948, has resulted in the creation the State of Israel in one
part of the PalEstiman_ territory; and of the consequent expulsion
of our people from their land and Israeli occupation of Golan and
Sinai and the remainder of Palestinian territory in June of 1967.
These two fundamental principles mean, in effect, the nejection
of all the solutions that confer legality on the presence of the
State of Israel in any part of Palestinian territory, and of any
new political or geographic concession to this state and to im-
peg:lgsm_ in thehre ion,
ginning wit is, all the organizations of resistance have
declared their complete rejentiunrﬁgf Security Council Resolution
242 of November 22, 1967, of the US initiative taken by Secretary
of State William P. Rogers, and any other tial solution that
leads to the same consequences that form the basis of the Security
Council resolution. These co uences can be summarized as
the withdrawal of Israeli forces from the territories occupied in

June 1967, in exchange for legal recognition, coexistence and the .

guarantee of safe borders for the State of Israel.

At the same time, the Security Council resolution represents a
reactionary and colonialist view of Israeli and Palestinian prob-
lems. It preserves the existence of the Israeli state and urges
its recognition. Practically and objectively, it means abandon-
ing a part of Palestinian territory in favor of the conquistador
E;:?m colonialization that took place in Palestine in the 20th

ury.

This solution also means that the problem of the Palestinian
people would remain unresolved forever. On the other hand the
revolutionary, democratic and progressive position sees the need
for presenting a democratic solution on the rejection of
the Zionist oppression and usurpation of 1948, and of the Israeli

20 hic expansions that took place later, and on the imsisience
Ef tﬂ.’r:':P rights of the Palestinian people to the- self-determination
of all the original territories at the same time as the solution
to the Israeli problem through the establishment of a single,
democratic, people’s state in Palestine, where Arabs and Jews
live together with equal rights and responsibilities. This state
must be linked to a socialist Arab federation opposed to Zionism,
chauvinism and imperialism.

The organizations of Palestinian resistance agree on this fun-
damental principle now and for the future, but from our point
of view this is not the problem.

The mere declaration of these preliminary principles is not suf-
ficient to achieve the realization and concrete ctice of this
strategy within the context of the idea of a prolonged people's
war of liberation. These preliminary positions must be related
to the basic laws that make these positions an alive, practical
and realizable question.

This is the problem with which the Palestinian liberation move-
ment lives ere are two contradictory currents around this
point within the resistance movement:

1) The orientation adopted by Al Fatah ially tends to

consider that the conflict with Israel is only between the Pal-

estinian pecple and the national liberation movement om the
one hand and the State of Israel and the Zionist movement
on the other.

We believe that this line only leads the Palestinian resistance

and the movement of the Palestinian people into a cul de sac

and does not provide a democratic and progressive solution 1o

the Palestinian question.

2) The line adopted by the progressive organizations headed

by the Democratic Front expresses clearly that our conflict

with Israel is also with imperialism in the whole Arab region.

There is a daily, living dialectic relationship between the Zionist

movement and the imperialist camp throughout the entire h story

of this movement. Before and up to 1948, the year in which the

State of Israel was founded, there was a tight relationship with

Brit'sh imperialism. Since then a new alliance has been estab-

lished with US imperialism in the light of the new internation-

al conditions that grew out of the nd World War.

It is for this neason that the fight against Israel and the Zionist
movement must be linked to the struggle against imperialism and
be extended to the entire Arab world, given the relationship
between what happens to the people and territory of Palestine
and what happens in Arab territory, especially in those countries
nearest to Palestine.

This law leads naturally to another based on the tie between
the struggles against Israel and the Zionist movement and aga'mst
the local reactionaries of the Arab world. These reactionaries repre-
sent the shock force, imperialism's class and political instrument
in the Arab lands against the Arab and Palestinian natiomal
liberation movement. The reactionary Anabs, on the basis of their
identification with imperialism, defend the'r economic, military




and political interests in the zone. In summary, their relations
with imperialism represent an obstacle on the road to the dem-
ocratic national liberation of the Palestinian territory.

That is why our struggle must have a close link with the two
wings of the Palestinian and Arab revolutionary and national
democratic movement to achieve the complete and definitive
defeat of Israeli imperialism and the Arab reactionaries. In other
words, that the possibility of achieving any victory at tactical
or strategic levels against Isnael and the iionist occupation is
completely subordinate to that whether or not there is triumph
against Arab reaction and imperialism in the zone.

The internal class enemy, Arab reaction and imperialism must
be liquidated so we are able to mobilize all the energies of the
Arab world into a long people’s war against Ismael which cul-
minates in the defeat of the Zionist movement. Throughout the
entire century, Arab reaction has been a very strong link with
imperialism working within the context of imperialist plans with
respect to the Palestinian question. This was already clear at the
beginning of the century and became evident during the Palestin-
lan revolution of 1936 wifen the reactionary Ara reg'mes in-
tervened rapidly to smother it with the approbation of Arab kings
and presidents.

The interference was also patently clear in the war of 1948
The armies of the reactionary regimes limited themselves to fight-
ing on the border of the ternitories ceded to the Palestinians b
the UN resolution on the partition of Palestine in 1947, and whic
permitted the foundation of two states in Palestinian territory,
one Zionist and the other Arab.

In fact, these armies fought in conjunction and in accord with
the imperialist forces in the area, in favor of the partition of
Palestine and the founding.of the State of Israel.

From 1948 up to the present, the Arab reactionaries have rep-
resented imperialism’s material base in the area, a class enemy
of the Arab and Palestinian national liberation movement and
a historic safety valve for the State of Israel and its regional
expansion.

These reactionaries refused to meet the requirements of Pal-
estinian liberation, especially those of liberating the zone from
imperialism, mobilizing the energies of the population throughout
the area, and urging the subordination of the internal productive
front to the fighting front against Israel and imperialism.

That is why we state that there are two different lines in the
Palesiinian revolutionany movement. One leads to a cul de sac
limited to the struggle between Palestinians and Israelis. A
struggle with those characteristics is lacking in equilibrium. On
the one hand a Palestinian population dispersed through the
neighboring underdeveloped Eah countries; on the other the
State of Israel with close to 3000 000 inhabitants planted in Pal-
estinian territory living in a contemporary society, technically and
scientifically modern and linked to imperialism.

This conflict lacks balance; Palestine’s ancient and modern
history confirms the fact that the destiny of the Palestinian ques-

tion is intimately tied to that of Palestine’s neighboring territories.
Thismhistnric :I':rct encompasses the entire }E!ah question from
medieval times up to the present. That is why we say that the
orientation that confines the struggle only to the F mlimnn
people and Israel leads to a dead end limited by v decd:._tlm
tions, strategies that can’t last and are incapable any dally,
quantitative accumulation of revolutionary achievements. .

For this reason, the other line is the national revolutionary line
that effectively leads to the development of the s'tuation in the
area in a way that converts it into a second Viet Nam where
everything available is mobilized against imperialism, Zionism
and the State of Israel. In order to be able to do this, 'we must
first overthrow the reactionary regimes in the regiom to open
the road to revolutionary mobilization at all levels: organization-
al, military and productive.

there erisis of confidence within the léadership sectors
Hmm thi:i'lhlﬂm and Amb flighters?

Yes, it is true. The cause of this crisis arises originally from
the program, tactics and practices of the Palestine resistance under
its present leadership. The right wing of the resistance, represent-
ed by the experience with Al Fatah, occupied a principal position
of force that influenced the whole Palestinian resistance move-
ment over the past four years. This occurred because of different
subjective factors in the Palestinian people, governed by the gen-
eral characteristics of geographic division and the chaotic class
stratification. Also, because almost half of the Palestinian pop-
ulation is nonproductive and has no relationship to production.
This makes the Palestinian people an easy prisoner of the think-
ing of the ruling class. This is why the Palestinian pnpuh’l:ln;
is prisoner of the ideas of bourgeois and reactionary culture. Suc
a situation conditions a national l'é‘lD\rEn‘lJEnt governed by natiomal-
ist, spontaneous and bourgecis ideas. 3
9'I'n Tder for the revolutionary movement to make an impres-
sion on these people and rescue the masses from the influence
of reactionary ideas and liberate them from spontaneity, an E:.;i
duous prolonged ideological, political, organizational and arm

le is required. oy 4
sugggﬂﬁeliﬂiﬁ hand, the objective conditions exist in the Arab
zone for stimulating these regressive currents. All the Arab states
collaborate with the right of the resistance which, for them,
represeénts a comfortable situatint? anﬁ! doesn't worry them ideo-
ogically, politically or organizationally. :

: e rlirghlzuwing oir the resistance, represented by Al Fatah, limits
the conflict between us and Isrdel to a Palestinian-Israeli frame
of reference. Everything the right wing demands from the Arab
world it obtains from its relations with the existing power siruc-
tures and not through the masses. ; :
Thus, the revolutionary program adopted by progressive mo:l.’
leftist forces within the resistance requires anynderutaﬂngm
the laws of the conflict in the Middle East with respect hb‘ e
struggle against Israeli imperialism and the reactionary Ara




paralyze the demagogy of the petit-bourgeois regimes and their
programs. Up until now the leadership hasn't developed such a
revolutionary program, which requires a long struggle.

The program of the right-wing forces in the resistance was
and still is of a general character insofar as its relations with
the Palestinian masses and within the context of a logic of sen-
timental and spontaneous relationships. Thus relations with the
Arab masses remain very limited while the chief relations with
the Arab world are established through their regimes.

In the light of all the daily tactics and practices of the resistance,
this situation gradually led to the alienation of the Arab and
Palestinian masses from the resistance. These masses demanded
that the resistance present them with a revolutionary program
in substitution for that of the reactionary negimes that capitulafed
before imperialism and the Israeli State and were defeated in
June of 1967.

The masses' waited a long time before discovering from their
own experience that the program presented is objectively a com-
plement and prolongation of the contradictions that govern the
Anab regimes in the zone.

Finally there occurred the crisis in relations between the leader-
ship and the Palestinian and Arab people’s fighting base. Sen-
timental and moral speeches of a general character are not enough
to solve this. The masses have to be given a revolutionary pro-
gram that provides them with revolutionany solutions to the nation-
al question, alternatives to the solutions presented by the Arab
regimes and embodying the point of view of the masses and their
OwWn experiences.

A prolonged struggle within the Palestinian population at the
ideological, political and organizational levels is required until
these solutions become dominant within the revolutionary move-
ment. At the same time it is necessary to strengthen the alliance
with the revolutionary and progressive forces, enemies of colonial-
ism and Arab reaction within the Arab world.

By this road, the masses will be able to appreciate, through
their own experience, the difference between the nevolution-
ary and the right-wing position. In this way the confidence
of the masses will be strengthened again and they will give their
complete solidarity to the forces that sustain the revolutionary
line within the resistance.

In what way do think the Palestinian national liberation gle
depends on the tleal awa and revolutionary actionm of the Arab
masses, and how could this Pal struggle help in this awakening?

As 1 said at the beginning, the vietory of the Palestinian nation-
al question is related to the unity of the democratic national
liberation struggle throughout the entire Palestinian and Arab
region becm_.lse of the ties that Israel and the reactionary Arabs
have with 1m¥|¢_ria!mn_ This situation forces a united struggle
by the Palestinian people’s movements and those of the Arab
nations to solve the problem of national liberation and fulfill the

duties of the democratic Arab revolution, the fi
is the liberation of Palestine. olution, among the first of which

This unity of struggle must be oriented practically and objec-
tively again};l the en%?rﬁes of Arab national liberation and at the
same time the enemies of Palestinian liberation: Zionism, im-
perialism and Arab reaction. A o

If the Palestinian struggle is capable of participating in the
awakening of the revolutionary political and organizational con-
sciousness of the Arab masses, the starting point for this awaken-
ing is in the Palestinian struggle for a revolutionary program
for these masses, which clearly states its positions against the
enemies of the revolution and establishes close relations with
these masses through their revolutionary organizations and parties
and not through the present Arab regimes.

The Palestinian struggle presents a unifying strategy of com-
mon struggle in which the Palestinian people occupy a va ard
position in the clash against Israel and Zionist occupation. Mean-
while, the Arab revolutionary, democratic and national forces
must play the role of direct shock troops against imperialism a:ﬂ
local reaction, with the objective of paralyzing the program
the petit-bourgeois regimes incapable of undertaking national
revolution and overthrowing imperialism and Israel.

Only in such circumstances would the whole area be part of
a strategy of united revolutionary siruggle by the Palestinian
people and those of the Arab nation. This would be-the sudden
departure transforming the Middle East into a second Viet Nam,
scene of a prolonged pational liberation war, and the only way
to counteract the technical superiority of the imperialist, Zionist
and reactionary wan machine. ; ;

This prugrarli constitutes the basis for a dialectic response to
colonialism, Zionism and the local reactionaries. In the field of
these political relations, organizing can be born and the prinecipal
method of stru can arise, based on the characien and condi-
tions of each Arab country in the common battle. These forms
and methods will develop later when the armed struggle of the
organized masses becomes the principal form of struggle ainhsl
imperialism and its allied forces and against Israel, in the
Arab countries, and subordinates the othen forms of struggle to it.

This is how the Palestinian struggle can participate in the
crystallization of a revolutionary strategy for the Palestine and
Arab movement of democratic national liberation.

cons creation of a itical party within the Palestinian
Mnu hm;-ll?iuuuhlt atp:a h.luﬂnLn political tendencies
speak of a proletarian party. From what I know, the Arab and Palestin-
fan pr is poor in number and politically weak.

Scientifically speaking, the proletariat is qu_aqtita'r,we]y and
qualitatively ieaﬁ Hntgnnly among the Paleaunzan_pecplehzut
among all the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America. If t rl:
is any difference it is with respect to the number of cmnpu:::in
and the quality of political m]i;::t;i& tﬁﬂim one country to anoiher,

ifferences are not su a y
hu;]]thtehed‘ countries of the underdeveloped world are subject to
a general law by which their local bourgeoisies were incapable,




because of their “comprador” characten, of carrying through the
democratic bourgeois revolution (liquidation of feudalism, indus-
trial’zation of the country, industrial revolution, national unity
within the framework of a single state). Thus we find that the
proletariat in these countries is small in number and relatively
weak, with its forces dispersed and with a low level of political
culture. This general situation, however, does not exclude the pos-
sibility of the upsurge of revolutionary movements in Asia, Africa
and Latin America.

The possibility of organizing such revolutionary movements as
revolutionary parties is feasible thanks to the alliance between
these few proletarians — different in their class political conscious-
ness, internationalist and nationalist — and poor peasants and
revolutionary intellectuals who play an effective role in the na-
tional liberation movements and in socialist revolutions in those
coun.ries (Viet Nam, Laos, Cuba).

In the case of our country, the possibility of founding a polit-
ical party within the Palestinian resistance is linked to certain
objective and subjective conditions and does not depend on the
desires to creale such a party at will, as in certain organizations
in the Palestinian resistance,

Up until September of 1970, because of the general patrictie
uprising in the country in an atmosphere of great liberty that
permitted each of our citizens to become affiliated with the Pal-
estinian resistance without great danger to life, the Palestine-
Jordanian camp did not have the objective conditions necessary
for the formation of this party. Anyone could fulfill their respon-
sibilities without great risk and, fired by spontaneous patriotic
sentiments, everyone could receive armed training and fight
against Israel and the atiacks of the counterrevolution represented
by the reactionary government of Jordan. In this situation, any
attempt to create such a party was a mere subjective proposal
condemned to failure because the revolutionary pariy must grow
out of armed struggle confronting the attacks of the counterrev-
olution and when all democratic liberties have been trampled.

The conditions that flourished afier September 1970 created the
appropriate atmosphere for the birth of the objective situation
for the construction of the nucleus of the revolutionary party
within the resistance, With all democratic liberties wiped out,
Jordan was subjected to a violent police dictatorship obsessed with

the extermination of progressive and patriotic forces, These con- -

ditions created the possibility for an objective selection of militanis
and fighters.

The requirements for membership in the resistance at present
are more rigorous than before September 1970. Now a resistance
militant is exposed to daily arrest, exile, persecution or assas-
sination. Under these conditions we can place greater value on
the solidity of each militant and his dedication to sacrifice.

With respect to the subjective conditions necessary for the for-
mation of a revolutionary party within the Palestinian resistance,
we believe that its first success would be to demonsirate its exis-
tence, but not all the subjective conditions are completely mature.

Some of them can be summed up in the feeling of all progressive
and r:vbluﬁunnry forces for the necessity fon contact within a
single revolutionary organization as an alternative to the present
fractionalism that is evident within the revolutionary organ-
izations.

The objective conditions are ripening each day. We know thahl:
the progressive and revolutionary elements in organizations sue

as Al Fatah, Al Saika or the Popular Front are closer to the rev-
nluﬁnl'.mnriw-hnf the Democratic Front than to some of the mem-
bers of their tive organizations.

A greater development of subjective conditions leads to a more
profound maturity in the objective conditions, a maturity that
will stimulate all or part of the, revolutionary elements of the
resistance to seek a new anizational force that will regroup
them into one organization. We believe that this will take place
in the not-too-distant future.

1t is clear that such a future organizational unity of revolution-
aries into’ a single organization within the resisiance does not
mean that the revolutionary political party has been achieved,
but it does fulfill the first stage. This step should prove to the
masses that it means that its tactical and strategic program and
its daily action are really the expression of a vast class alliance
among proletariats, peasants, revolutionary intellectuals and
soldiers. This alliance must be led by a proletarian program to-
ward a democratic national revolution in this phase.

The attemp!s to create such a party were marginal efforis with-
out any important value and at no time have they been able to
demonstrate their existence in the Palestinian question. These
efforts are similar to the it-bourgeois attempts that were born
and nourished in the Arab region, especially after the Palestine
disaster of 1948, As we know, some of these experiences led to
Bonapartist Arab regimes dependent exclusively on the forces
of the petit-bourgeois class, while others ended in small fragment-
ed ups incapable of supporiing the attacks of the counter-
revolution. Any attempt to construct ties with the same logic
will inevitably lead to the same results. ?

In fact, one of the resistance organiutions_l is trying to con-
struct a party that will break out of this, but this party is inca h.-]‘e
of playing a vanguard role within the resistance or within iis
own organization since it has been conceived as an appendage
of the organization. It represents nothing more than a petit-
bourgeois birth outside of any national Palestinian movement.

example, could the Palestinian e beneflt frem
Eﬂﬁm':;m 3 the Tupamares in hmhr
The Palestinian struggle can benefit from the democratie-
revolutionary experiences of all peoples, especially the national
liberation movements of Africa, Asia and Latin America, because

of the similarity of economic and class life in these couniries.
Among these experiences are those of the Tupamaros, which have

1 Hauatmeh is referring to the Popular Front led by Dr. Habash. (Ed. note)
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points from which we can certainly benefit, such as the creation
of a great mass atmosphere of solidarity with the national liber-
atiop movement

On the other hand, certain political and armed experiences of,
that organization open the way to extending the network of rela-
tiongs with the class enemies of colonialism, feudalism and the
comprador bourgeoisie,

At the same time we must observe the possibilities these ex-
periences have in the construction of a revolutionary movement
that, on a class level, reaches workers, poor peasants, revolu'ion-
ary intellectuals and soldiers inside the oppressive state. This
requires that the program of the organizalion correspond to the
asp'rations of the most numerous classes of the society in the
struggle against the excessive desires of the minority class which,
by its link with imperialism, puts its own interests above those
of the fatherland and the nation.

We must note that this organization, despite its structure in
opposition to colonialism, the compradon bourgeoisie and feudal-
ism, still lacks a national reveolutionary class program that can
arouse the working class, the poor peasants and the national forces
of other classes.

Up until now the program of this organization has been limited
to a.petit-bourgeois horizon which from the beginning of its ex-
mnlenne was unable to penetrate &munﬁ the poor peasants and

gin armed struggle in the countryside linked to that in the city
in order to conquer power on behalf of the revolutionary move--
ment of the country. All this impelled this revolutionary group
to transfer the scene of its activity to the city and carry out a
series of %a'.liticai and armed actions that have won it a vast
solidarity but, because of the gram proposed, do not offer
the possibility for organizing lﬁll;o
forces in the city.
~We believe that this will lead to maintaining an organization
limited to small groups of combatants with broad mass solidarity,
but incapable of transferring this to a structural and political
plane constituting an alliance between workers, poor peasants,
revolutionany iniellectuals and all the patriotic national forces
of the small and middle level bourgecisie. In any case, we can
use certain of their experiences of a democratic and revelution-
ary political nature and others such as those that, permit the
Tupamaros to liberate numerous cadres from the jails of the coun-
terrevolution (daring and ingenious flights). The nest is subject
to the conditions of the Palestinian struggle and to the Pales-
tinian program and subordinate to the relationship between the
struggle of our people and other oppressed people.

Don't you think that the division between Palestinian groups is the
best present that canm be offered Arab reaction and the Israeli

Do you see any possibility for unity these groups? Do you

a leadership t be a solution at this time?

working class and democratic

Certainly the division among left forces, when they are really
left, seriously damages the revolutionary movement.

ithout any

doubt, the nesults bemefjt the interests of Arab reaction and the
Israeli usurper. But we should nole that the progressive orgamn-
izations within’ the resistance are not grou around a lln.ge:
ideu]ugicainlpmgnm that leads to a lmgle political program
daily organizational military tactics. And so there is no possibil-
ity of unifying these organizations. The only altermative is to
strengthen relations and alliances among progressive organiza-
tions within the people’s revolutionary movements.

Certain of these organizations are truly left and revolutionary,
oriented by a working class ideology and capable of assuming a
correct national armed and organizational policy during the pres-
ent phase of the Palestinian revolutionary movement while
others, despite the, Marxist slogans they wave, are ruled by Blan-
quist and adventurous tendencies of a petit-bourgeois nature. Any
study of the life and practices of these organizations will reveal
thig historic and strategic fact.

We are faced with groups that consider themselves leftists and
adopt a theory of Marxism-Leninism; but in realily they are
phrases that are not reflected in daily political, military and or-
ganizational life. On the contrary it is the expression of Blanguist
and adventurous explosions in many of the political and military
positions they assume.

The solution to this problem is based on one principal element:

Formation of alliances among these forces, considering that there

are greater possibilities for agreeing with a program of min-

imum understanding between left and progressive currents than
one could have between these and the right-wing forces within
the res'stance.

Such alliances can help to unify the struggle in its present phase,
against the liquidationist attempts within the revolution and the
Palestinian problem, as well as the progressive and lefi forces
in the bosom of the resistance.

The formation of such alliances within the context of a pro-
gressive front with a collective leadership tied to a specific pro-
gram, will certainly meet the problems and duties of the resistance
at the present stage and impel it forward. Such alliances can also
offer adequate defense of the progressive and left-wing forces in
the resistance and open the road to more just and strong relation-
ships with friendly progressive currents within the right-wing
organizations.

Do you consider the Tel Aviv passes Amman?
htﬂrqmmﬂy%adumlzmﬂe‘a neitwork with a
view to overthrowing the Jordanian regime?

As I said earlier, the road to Tel Aviv must necessarily go
through the liquidation of the internal enemy of the Palestinian
and national Arab liberation movements, because of the dialectic
link between them.

The liquidation of Zionist occupation and the liberation of the
Palestine national territory are related to the creation of a -
manent rear guard base for the Palestinian resistance, vi to
the revolution and its shock forces.




The region most appropriate for this main base is Transjordan.
Half the Palestinian people are distributed over both banks of
the Jordan river. Some 70% of the Jordanian population is Pales-
tinian and would greatiﬂ facilitate this enterprise. Without the
existence of this base, the Palestinian resistance will always be
exposed to easy liquidation on to being swallowed up by the Arab
states, determined to implement Security Council Resolution 242,
which provides a reactionary “solution” to the Palestinian ques-
tion, based on recognition and legitimacy of the imperialist-
Zionist aggression and usurpation of Palestinian people in 1948.

Victorious popular revolutions don’t come about without first
insuring permanent bases to be depended u as points of sup-
port for actions against the enemy and which serve as protection
against his countenattacks. Transjordan is the only area that can
become a principal base for the Palestinian people, For this rea-
son, the Democratic Front has been urging a completely clear
struggle since the beginning of 1969.

In order to pursue a prolonged armed struggle and transform
it into a people’s war of libenation against Israel and the Zionist
occupation, we must solve the present contradiction with the in-
ternal reactionary enemy linked to imperialism. This internal
enemy rejects coexistence with our people’s movement and insists
on the liquidation of the resistance before an else. Nor is
he interested in fighting Israel and imperialism. On the contrary,
he maintains clpse relations with both.

We must recall that during the “revolution” of July 14, 1958,
in Irag, the British forces went to Amman to protect the Hache-
mite and the Hussein regime, and to do this they went
through Israeli territory and air , as all the colonialists have
admit.ed and as Israel and King Hussein himself have confessed.

The Israeli leaders continue to declare at this time that any
threat to the reign of Hussein will force them to intervene to
protect him and keep him in power. The most recent of these
declarations was made in September of 1970. For these reasons
we can say that the liberation of ordan from the reaction-
ary class regime, mperialism's agent and enemy of the revolution
and the people of Palestine, is an historic and strategic necessity
that opens up the possibility of establishing a solid anticolonial-
ist and anti-Zionist bulwark that sustains the revolution and per-
mits the concentration of society's energiu on the development
of action in a prolonged national pzople’s war, This is the pres-
ent duty of the Palestinian resistance and the patriotic move-
ment in Jordan. .

On September 7 the Democratic Front formulated to the Extra-
ordinary National Palestinian Council, which met in Amman on
A 28, 1970, the necessity to work toward the transformation
of Transjordan into a permanent revolutionary base within the
context of a national power formed by the anmed masses and
soldiers. This ﬁ“tml] position was tely wvietorious.

We believe that today more than ever, the Palestinian and na-
tional forces need a united front in Jordan for the defense of their
i and imperialism, and that these

:
i

1) armed training to defend the revolution and confront reac-
tionary attacks and any probable Zionist aggression againsi
Transjordan;

2) mobilization and organization of the population around the

resistance; ,

3) proclamation of self-determination in iis own terrilory.

At the same time this front has to struggle to tear political
power out of the hands of the reactionary and imperialist forces
in favor of a national democratic regime which is the enemy of
imperialism, semifeudalism and the comprador bourgecisie, those
who historically constitute the material base of imperialism in the
country and carry out the role of police in the protection of the
interests of imperialism and the Israeli frontier.

The National United Front must carry on a tough clandestine
resistance against the present Amman regime and must defin‘tive-
ly discard the F:Hr.:y of bargaining and conversations, treaties
and medialions for a new coexistence with the reactionany Am-
man regime, This regime on numerous occasions has rejected
coexistence with resistance, and has seen in the contradiction that
should be secondary to resistance a primary contradiction to be
resolved in its favor, that is to say, with the liquidation of the
resistance or its submission to its own reactionary and proimpe-
rialist power.

The reactionary Jordanian regime depends for the achievement
of th's policy on consecutive anti-Palestinian military campaigns
and political deceit. But as we well know, the reactionary regime
of Jordan will never permit the resistance to renew its armed strug-
gle against Israel if this activity is not linked to its plans, and
the resistance does not bow to the reactionary control of the
Jordanian military high command.

The logic of the reconciliation has pgoven its ineffectiveness
throughout the last four years, despite the numerous accords
signed with the reactionany regime of Jordan (October 1569; June
1970; September of the same year under control of the Arab Com-
mittee made up of Egypt, Libya, Sudan and Algeria; that of Cairo
on September 27, and the Protocol of Amman, October 13, 1870).
These repeated experiences should alert all revolutionaries and
pairiots within the Palestinian rewvolution movement to the
cons'ruction of a Palestine-Jordan National United Front, which
employs all means of struggle, beginning with clandestine armed
resistance, and all other democratic forms of mass resistance in

order to overthrow the reactionary regime in Jordan and impose

a democratic national regime, friend of the resistance, which sup-
ports it and makes Transjordan the principal permanent base of
the Palestinian revolutionary movement.

Up until now this front still does not exist. Certain organiza-
tions, especially Al Fatah, are still looking to the Arab capitals
for the achievement of coexistence with the reactionary ime
of Amman which continues rejecting it. This situation le to
chaos and confusion among our people, militants and fighters. The
government of Amman benefits from th's, closing its fist still
tighter over Jordan and pursuing its police campaigns to disarm
the people and smash alruppositiorn to the dictatorial regime.
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This whole situation strengthens the counterrevolution and Arab
reactionaries. Meanwhile, the Palestinian resistance loses ground
by the wvacillations of some of its organizations that ist in co-
existence with the Jordanian regime, utilizing the Arab capitale
as intermedianies,

The construction of this front will help to resolve the present
subjective crisis in the resistance and concentrate all the available
forces in a clandestine armed mass battle against the mo :

Up until now, we must say that there is still no people’s clan-
destine organization whose objectives are to overthrow the Jor-
danian regime, but there are certain serious attempts to create
this organization. In this respect we can mention a Jordanian
organization that is now fighting against the Jordanian regime:
the Jordanian Movement for National Liberation (Al Harakat Al
Urduniat Litaharor Al Watani). We have some of fhis organ-
ization's military communiqués. We have also read its Freliminmy
political program, whose objectives are the founding of a nat’onal
patriotic force in Jordan with the overthrow of reactionary power.

How does the Democratic Front maintain contzet with the Arab and
Palestinian masses and help them in the process of revolutionary polit-
ical awakening?

In summary, one of the main points of the Democratic Front's
duties and of its relations with the Arab and Palestinian masses
is thein revolutionary ideological education.

This education clarifies the revolutionary position and dissemi-
nates political culture among our masses and the people of the
Arab nation, reveals the false reactionary positions of the bour-
geoisie, which has neither the possibility nor the courage to con-
front imperialism's and Israel’s attacks, as well as the right-wing
positions within the resistance movement. This labor permits the
masses to guide themselves by their own experience, identify the
correct and revolutionary position of the Democratic Front in
those problems linked with the Palestinian question and the strug-
gle in the Middle East.

In the second place it must provide political indoetrination on
daily problems that arise within the resistance movement and
among the people of the area in the common struggle against
Zionism, imper‘alism and reaction. This political awareness will
lead masses to discover their revolutionary road against the for-

es of counterrevolution in the area.

In the third place, to establish in the Arab region, organization-
al relations with democratic national revolutionary groups, as a
step in the project of construction of a vast Arab national front
throughout the entire exient of Palestine and Arab territories, to
carry out a common struggle for a strategic program that has as
its first condition, in the present stage, proteciion of the Pales-
tinian resistance and contributing to the development of revolu-
tionary progressive forces in the inierior to pursue the armed
confrontation against Israel and to inspire the peoples of the zone
in their struggle against imperialism and the local reactionaries,
and against all reactionany solutions to the Palestinian problem.

From the Colony

to Socialism
Juan Mari-Bras

Juan Mari-Bris, Secretary-General of the
Puerto Rican Socialist Party, on the occa-
sion of his wvigit to Havana, provided the
OSPAAAL Executive Secretariat with a
valuable and interesting report om the
economic situation ip his country and the
MPI's conversion into a new party that
brings together the Puerto Rican political
vanguard in its revolutlonary struggle for
the independence and sovereignty of the
homeland of Alblzu Campos.

We present a synthesis of the Puerto
Rican leader’s exposition, which reflects
the colonlal reality of his country under
US domination.

Economic Penetration
in the Direct Colony

Puerro Rico has been a direct
colony of the United States since
1898, when our country was invad-
ed by US armed forces. In calling

JF7E7 tremtinenta
/A7 mEha mareh

it a direct colony, we mean that the
laws governing Puerto Rico are de-
creed and direcily approved by or-
gans of the government, in
every fundamental aspect that rules
the people’s lives and only those
aspects of a provincial or muni
nature are in the hands of the so-
called Free Associated State of
Puerto Rico. This situation has given
rise to a growing penetration by
industrial and commercial finanece
capital from the United States into
pur country im the last decades,
which has résulted in an absolute
ouf peopis By, Mg US capiial, KRS
our peo y big capi

than 85% of the industrial capital
invested in Puerto Rico is in the
hands of North Americans. The
same thing is true in the area of
commerce and finance. Total US
investment in our country
reached $6 800000 000, whereas
investment in the whole of Latin
America, from Mexico to Argentl




na, is $12 000 000 000: that is, more
than half the total investment in
Latin America!

Of course this doesn't mean that
$6 800 000000 has really been in-
vested in Puerto Rico, but rather
that the investment made has been
multiplied by capital reserves that
increase year by year. After the
S L

or part e ts n
capital reserves and this supports
the margin, which has ascended to
the astronomical figure of $8800
million.

If to this is added the fact that
the Puerto Rican market i1s monop-
olized by the United States, that
we are bound by US tariff regula-
tions and are therefore obliged to
buy all the goods we consume
within the United States, one sees
the absolute control the United
States holds oven Puerto Rican eco-
nomic life, In this way, the United
States has converted Puerto Rico
into a veritable economic fortress
to protect its domination over the
Caribbean and Central American
areas.

Puerto Rico's production is based
fundamentally on the importation
of Venezuelan oil, which is the raw
material essential to the oil and
chemical industry established in our
countny by the big US oil compa-
nies. Raw materials are also import-
ed from other nearby countries and
from the United States itself. The
fundamental principle of the co-
lonial tax on Puerto Rico is the
exploitation of the Puerto Rican
work force. A Puerto Rican worker

roduces as much or more than a

S worker with similar skills. But
in Puerto Rican industry, the av-
mge salary is a third of what is
paid in US industry despite the fact
that the man-hour production is the
same and sometimes higher in cer-
tain areas than the man-hour pro-
duction in the United States.

This impeses a supenexploitation,
because the Puerto Rican worker
earns scarcely.a third of what the
US worker earns and his cost of
living is 20% or more higher than
in the city of Washin , which
has the highest cost of living in the
country.

This is because our trade is mo-
nopolized by the United States. We
buy $2 500 000 000 dollars worth of
gim every year from the United

ates and are its second largest
market in the hemisphere, immedi-
ately after Canada, and the fifth in
the world, despite our small geo-
&raphica] size, and the fact that

ere are only 2700000 inhabitants
on the island. The volume of trade
with the United States is so large
because it is a monopoly trade and
we can't mf‘ﬁae in trade with other
countries of the world due to the
colonial system.

The menchandise we buy from the

United States we pay for at 20%

more than the price of these articles
on the international market. I should
like to say that we have been pay-
ing an annual surplus price of
ﬁ&ﬂﬂﬂﬂm to US commercial in-
terests for merchandise we have
been obliged to purchase every
year.

On the other hand, the merchan-
dise that is shipped from the United
States to Puerto Rico arrives in US
boats, whose shipping charges are
the hfgheat in the world. This great-
ly increases the cost of articles sold
in Puerto Rico,

Emigration to
the Metropolis

Imperialist superexploitation in
Puerto R.co has uced a crisis
situation which has led to chronic
unemployment with 30% of the
country's work force constantly un-
employed in addition to a per-
centage of partial unemploy-
ment, plus the fact that more
than a third of the island's popula-
tion has had to emigrate to the
United States, where it is forced by

the economic situation to-do the
hardest work at the lowest salaries

and under the greatest discrimina-
tion of which any sector of US so-
ci is vietim. In the city of New
Y there are a million Puerto
Ricans. In the whole of the United
States there are possibly 1 800 000 to
2000000 Puerto Ricans.

What has bzen done with the
Puerto Ricans who have gone to the
United States is the same thing that
was done with African slave traf-
fic in the 16th to 18th centuries. At
this time in this century, it is the

uivalent of that period, in which

ricans were chained and forced
into ships to be brought as slaves
to the plantations of America. In
this cen Puerto Ricans are
seized and placed in immense planes
and br t to the huge farms of
New England, the Midwest and the
South of the United States and
made to work like semislaves.

They are taken there and placed
in concentration camps where they
are paid a miserable salary; deduct-
ed from this salary is the cost of
the plane flight, lodging, the com-
mission of intermediary who
contracted them in San Juan, of the
intermediary who contracted them
in the United States, There are times
when an emigrant worken spends
six months on a tomato farm work-
ing from dawn to dark and when
he returns to Puerto Rico, instead
of having money saved, he has debts
accumulated and can't turn over a
penny to his family.

Military Bases

.and Nuclear Arms

QOur country, which is a tiny is-
land of 9000 km? with one of the
highest population dens'ties in the
western hemisphere, has military,
air and naval bases on it that to-
gethen occupy close to 13% of its
cultivable land.

Ramey Field Air Base is the cen-
ter of the US Strategic . Air Com-
mand in the Atlantic. Stationed
here are the B-52 superfortresses

that carry hydrogen bombs and are
constantly in the gkies n=ady for any
kind of bellicos= confrontation.

At Roosevelt Roads base, on the
east of the island, there is a nu-
clear armament deposit and a
tem of teledirected rocksts
base is supported by a naval com-
L]“ stationed on Vieques and Cu-

bra islands, which are part of our
territory,

On Vieques island the mountains
have been penetrated and convert-
ed into nuclear arms warshouses
On the island of Culebra, the US
Navy engages in continuous maneu-
vers and at least once a year in
maneuvers with the mnavies of
all member countries of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO). These maneuvers are g
constant threat to the inhabitants of
Culebra which represents one cf the
most dramatic examples of genocide
known in this part of the world,
because the US Navy has insisted
on moving the population from the
island in order to continue using it
for its military maneuvers, while
the population affirms its right to
live in its own country.

The lmﬁiu
Against Independence

Since Puerto Rico is an economic
and military fortress, the United
States has continuously refused all
requests and claims to independence
or broadened autonomy made to it
by any official organization on the
island. In 1917 the Puerto Rican leg-
islature requested independence
and objected that we were being
converted into US citizens. It de-
clared that we are Puerte Rican eit-
izens and that we have no inter-
est in exchanging our ecitizenship
for US citizenship. But the Congress
of the United States, overriding the
resolution of the Puerto Rican legis-
lature,. imposed North American
citizenship on Puerto Ricans. In




1959, the legislature requested that
the autonomy of the Free Associat-
ed State be broadened by transfer-
ring to the Puerto Rican govern-
ment areas of authority that were
in the hands of the US government.
This project was not apgrwe—::l be
cause it was opposed by various
departments in the Eisenhower gov-
ernment, despite the fact that six
rs earlier and in the voice of the
s delu.::gnte to the United Nations,
Henry Cabot Lodge, he had stated
to the General Assembly that any
time the Puerto Rican legslature
requested a broadened autonomy or
the independence of the country,
the United States promised to offer
that change.

We know that Puerto Rican in-
dependence has to be wrested from
the government of the United States
and big US capital by our struggle,
because they are not going to cede
gratuitously the extraordinary priv-
ileges they hold in Puerto Rico.

At the same time a certain caste
of imperialist parasites approximat-
ing a bourgeoisie has developed. It
does not hold in its hands the
means of production since it is not
truly a bourgeoisie, but it is the
intermediate for US capital. It in-
cludes the importers, the executives
of the enterprises and the banks,
army officers and high-level gov-
ernment bureaucrats in the United
States and in the Puerto Rican co-
lonial government. And this tiny
percentage of the national popula-
tion has piled up fortunes out of
the fervor of the imperialist plunder
of our country; they have made
themselves nich serving as inter-
mediaries for the North Americans
and they are the ones that populate
the great urban developments for
the rich, who have all the pnivi-
leges, who give the impression that
Puerto Rico is a highly develo
and veny prosperous country. And
they project this ideology of theirs,

an assimilationist ideology, to the
Puerto Rican people through the
control of all the means of com-
munication, of education, church
and civil institutions. They project
their colon’alist ideology to make
the least politicized sectors of the
working class think they are liv-
ing in vital progress, which is only
for this group of imperialism’'s
parasites.

The Political Vanguard
of the Proletariat

Independence in Puerto Rico has
gone through the phase of stagna-
tion in which it existed at the be-
ginning of the decade of the sixties,
and emerged at a higher level of
development because it is support-
ed and stimulated by working-class
and student sectors of the Puerto
Rican population. In the midst of
this situation the Pro-Independence
Movement (MPI) founded in 1959
proposes the need for its own de-
velopment as a revolutionary party
of the Puerto Rican working class
in order to fulfill its vanguard fanc-
tion in the destruction of the colo-
nial capitalist system and the con-
struction of socialism.

At the 1968 Assembly we proposed
as our objective the transformation
of the Pro-Independence Movement
and from that time on, began a pro-
cess that would last three and a
years, in order to plant the bases
that would make this transforma-
tion possible, culminating in the
VIII National ﬂssembig};)of the MPL
In this Assembly, the Puerto Rican
Socialist Party was formally consti-
tuted out of the Pro-Independence
Movement, and the general declara-
tion that outlines the principles of
the program of the pariy and the
rules establishing its structure were
agreed to, as well as a series of
resolutions concerning national and
international affairs that define the
party’s positions on problems in the
contemporary world. ]

We have declared this vyear,
“Year of the Party’s Organization,”
because we are going to concen-
trate our efforts on party organ-
ization with a precise goal of dou-
bling membership at the same time
that we face the repressive
that the regime unleashes against
us. To the same degree that we
ﬁome nI decisi".}fle t'{rrge in Puerto

an ities, the regime, in
mnnivaﬁmﬂce with the mlnnmem
Rican regime, tries to corner our
country’s revoluticnary patriotic
movement by repression.

Every means of repression is
‘used, from the organization of bands
made up of elements hired by the
Central Intelligence Agency to burn
MPI headquarters and those of
other independence organizations,
to sophisticated repression which
takes the form of persecution of
party affiliates at thein work, in
their communities, ete.

We understand the
al strategy of the new independence
struggle to be founded, first, on the
organization of the development of
a revolutionary vanguard, the party,
among our people; second, on the
development and-intensification of
the national unity of Puerto Rican

triotic forces, a united anti-
imperialist front which naises the
slo of national independence;
mi third, on the militant solidari
of all world revolutionary and an
imperialist forces with the liberation
struggle of the Puerto Rican
ple. It is the combination of m
three factors in one sole united
movement that will put a stop to
iinpairfa]islln's efforts to continue the
classic colonial system that
vails in Puerto Rico and whichpril:;
led to the full flowering of this cri-
sis in the colonial system which, in
tuﬁ:, will make independence inevi-
table.

The United independence Fron:‘

We have sgsgested the need to
form a united front of patriotic
Puerto Rican organizations, prin-

anization-,

ci;:ally the Independence P
(PIP) and the Socialist Farty whi
represent 95% or more of the coun-
try's active independence move-
ments. Thus, in the first place we
propose a united front with th+ In-
dependence Party, but open to the
participation of all the groups that
seek Puerto Rican independence. In
the documents approved by the as-
sembly, we Eatnbfish eight poinis on
which the united independence
front should be based. This is the
only way to achieve the unity of
d.ifgtmnt forces. Clearly, the Inde-
pendence Party at this moment is
reluctant 1o enter a united front
with the Socialist Party but we are
confident that the united front will
be forged because we have already
succeeded in carrying out very im-

* portant joint activities.

Last September 12. 2 eonference
of governors of all US states took
place in San Juan. Invited Latin-
American polit'cians also came as
well as more than 500 journalists
from all over the world. We invited
the Independence Farty to join us
in a protest mareh against the hold-
ing of this conference of Yankee
governors in Puerto Rico which
coincided with the anmiversary of
Albizu Campos' birthday. The
march was held and it was the
largest in the history of Puer-
to Rico. Estimates ran between
80000 and 100000 persons who
walked through the streets of San
Juan yelling, “Yankees go home!
and aﬁ the slogans of the new in-
dependence struggle. This act was
luintl:.r sponsored by MPI and the
ndependence Party and demon-
strated that when these two organ-
izations unite to carmry out an ée-
tivity, the force they generate is
muc, ater and has s multiply-
ing effect in terms of unity, This
is what we tell the comrades of the
PIP, that we must take maximum
advantage through united actions,




nawe behind
Ehe newe

[J In the Negev desert near the
Dead Sea, the city of Dimona
with almost 30000 inhabitants
has been constructed. In recent
months it has acquired spectacu-
lar notoriety. ial conflicts
Chicago or New York style erupt
night after night in the people's
neighborhoocs where a small
colony of 300 blacks from the
United States lives. Fights, rob-
beries, child beatings, long drun-
ken parties with the sound of
guitars “have cost Dimona its
tranquillity and are worring its
mayor."

The story began at the end of
1969 when eight families of black
North Americans, originally from
Chicago but who had lived in
Liberia for a long time without
having been able to integrate
themselves there, asked to go to
the promised land of their an-
cestors.

As followers of Moses, they
claimed their right to be citizens
of the Zionist State.

Confused and flattered by the
request, the Israeli immigration
authorities decided to accece and
installed the new arrivals — in
total 13 adults and 21 children —
in the remote city of Dimona,
inhabitable only when the hot
desert winds are not blowing.
Now the authorities say they
were moved more by compassion
for the misery of these people
than by their claim to belong to
the Hebrew people,

The Drama

']

For the first year things went
along without any problem. “It
was as if g jazz band had been
installed in Dimona,” the
says. Under municipal auspices
the new arrivals worked in the
cotton mills and were given
comfortable houses. Dimona iz
also the center for the “exotic"
Jews who come from Africa
(the so-called falashas from Ad-
cis-Ababa) and the Indian pro-

vince of Cochin, The former are
dark-skinned, almest black,

During the past year, com-
plications arose with the direct
arrival from the United States
of new black colonizers. Their
number increased to 300 and they
brought with them certain ideas
disturbing to orthodex Judaism.
Through their religious teacher,
Ben Ami Carter, they stated
publicly on television that they
are "“the true sons of Abraham
and therefore the chosen ones”™
In their contradictory exposition,
they admitted thsi they were
not ethnic Jews but at the same
time alleged that they were de-
scended from the ten lost iribes
of Jacob's sons, of which the
bible speaks.

The irritation of the religious
Jews reached an extreme when
they stated that Abraham, Isaac
and Daniel were blacks and so
was God himself. To prove this
last point, they based them-
selves on a visiom by Daniel

L
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who spoke of having seen God
covered with long curly hair
“like sheep's wool.”

These theoreticians of “black
Jewishness” broke the initial
peace and frustrated plans to
convert the black Jews to the
orthodox religion.

Unemployment

For the new immigrants, who
were also sent to Dimona, there
were no jobs mor housing; and
even worse, the police removed
them from the Bedouin encamp-
ment where they had been pro-
visionally installed. The blacks
who had arrived in the first
immigration came to the rescue
and took them into their homes,
which started a true Harlem-like
ghetto. The beginning of the
tension with the authorities, the
precarious economic and housing
gitnation to which all of them
were subiected did the rest and

a climate of racial intclerance
that quickly changed to open
hostility was the immediate
result,

On October 14, Rabbi Meir
Kahane, President of the Jewish
Defense League, after visiting
Dimona, made his famous state-
ment, “the Jew is beautiful,”
which as a counterpart means
denying blacks the right to call
themselves Jews; and along with
the mayor of the city, callec for
the expulsion of the “intruders.”

During this same period, an
episode dramatized the situa-
tion. A hundred blacks went into
the supermarkets and collected
food and clothing worth $1000
and refused to pay, The police
intervened and some of them
were arrested. As a consequence,
eight families were held in the
custocy of the Ministry of Im-
migration, which decided to sol-
icit authorization for their repa-
triation to the United States,
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Justice

Finally, during the last days of
December, the Supreme Court
of Jerusalem ruled in favor of
the defendents and refused
authorization for their deporta-
tion because, according o, one
of the basic laws of the State of
Israel, every Hebrew has a right
to Israeli citizenship from the
moment he sets foot in the
territory.

The episode is still not closed
and Dimona “continues without
sleep,” according to the mayor.
But behind the trial is a still
more serious guestion, the situa-
tion of Jews from the Mediterra-
nean and Asian Arab countries
who claim they are treated like
third-class citizens, condemned,
in fact, to the lowest and worst
paid jobs. Although they total
40% of the couniry's population,
only 12% of them have had

access to public administration.
Pressure from these Ernu most
of whom are Sep ard.lg.'hﬂ
who speak Spanish in the long
run can pose a serious question
for the government of Tel Aviv,
despite its confidence that time
will procuce a demographic
homogenization,

On another level, they need
not be concerned about Ben
Ami Carter’s threats over televi-
sion that at least a million black
Jews were rushing to emigrate
to Israel. Explaining the origin
of this black Jewish population,
the same Carter referred to the
old negro spirituals, songs of the
slave period based on sacred
texts with abundant references
to the enslavement of the people
of Israel by the Assyrians, and
created a subtle link between
the idea of persecution and that
of the “chosen people’ which
could be converted into 2 motive
for the conversion of thousands
of blacks to the Mosaic religion.
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