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b0 Che reader

in 1966, over a hundred delcgates represcating 83 revoluttonery crginizations from
Third World countrics gathered in Havana for the firse Sclidarity Confercnce of the
People of Africa, Asia, and Latm America, This was 2 mecting of revolutivnarics from
three continents, from the most oppresscd couatris of the world, stugghng to unite
against their common coemy--tamely 1 worldwiie system of exploitauon, domination
and control—impcnalism, dirccted and suppormd by the Usited States. The Triconti-
nental Congress sought to unite revolutionzry organizations and countsics 10 3 world-
wide movement against impcrialism.

As a result of the mecting, an internatonal orgamza non ~-OSPANAL, tac Orgamzation
of Solidarity with the Peoples of Nfricz, Asz, and Tatin Amerxs . wasestablishal 1o con-
tinue the work of developing solidarity and unity within the Thwd World, The Congress
designated an executive sceretaziat to dircct the affairs of OSPANAL The secrctariat
consists of 2 dekgates (rom 12 countrics, four cach from Asia, Africa, and latin
Ameaca: it is located in Havana, Cuba

Onc of the nnputtant functions of OSPAANAL has been 1ts pubhcatians ‘Fricontinenial
Magaance, Fricommental Bulletin, and puincous posters and ix.oks. ‘frconpnental
Magazine beganan the summer of 1967, his purpose was chasly statisd in an opening
editorial

The mvportance ot the appearince of ‘Fricontingntal lies in the fact that it will
serve as 2 medium of agiation, diffusion and ¢xchange of revolutionary ex-
penenves as well as of the most nobie ideas of men that swruggle for che full
liberty of humanirs

For four yecars now OSPAAAL has published Troontne atal Magazine cvery other
month, and Triconuncntal Bullctin onee 2 inonth. These!' two padlicat wns are nut well
known to nothamericans for twoe main rcasons. l'irst, 1n the past few years, the north-
amurican moveinent ——cspecially the white section of the incvement—1J)ias not concen-
tratedd on studving the conditios inside the U.S. and in the wodd. Second, the U S. has
maintained 2 tight blockade against Cuba sinc: 1961. Until recenely, the U.S. govermment
was successful iz its attempts to cocree almost cvay non-socialist country n the world
not to tradc with Cuba. The US. customs and postal authosities have kept Cuban printed
mattcr, especially OSPAAAL, from reaching the nerthamerican reiding piblic,

I'ricontinental. howewer, does crrculate throughout the, rest of the world to revolu-
ttonarics and supporters of national hiberation moyements. It is @nc of the most valuable
sources of detziled analyses about struggles in the Third World. Jn tany mstances, artickes
are written by the lcaders of these liberation movem ents.

About cight months ago, Pcoples Press decided to republish Teico ntinental, We felt we
needed to educate oussclves about the movements taking the primary responsibility for
fighting 1).S. impenalism. And we thought Tricontineatal would help the flow of this
information from the Third World to the U S,

I'his. the third issuc of the northamernican wdition, published with a northamencan
audicnce in mind, cuntains some of the articles frum the magarine and the bufletin, We
ate reving to include material from cach issue of the magatine aed belletin as they come
out, This third issuc contains articles from numbers 23 and 26 of the magaziae and num-
ber 69 of the bulletin, We are reprinting all artcks in full and supplying maps. back-
ground information and additional graphics

Peoples Press needs your support for this project. Tricontines:tal does not yet have a
large circulation, We nced subscribers and distributors. Please tell fnends, ozganizations,
librarics, and schools, about Tricontinental. The back page lists the subsanption pnice aixd
bulk rates for distributors.




UNITY WITHOUT BOUNDARIES

Fidel Castro

Fidel’s specch on the 10th anniversary of the tirst defeat of US im-
peralism 10 the Americas—Playa Giron (thc Bay of Pigs). *‘It can be
said rhat we are revolutionary soidicrs of America, | | Tell the Chilean
people . . - any time it becomes necessary they can count on our sugar
and any ume 1t becomes necessary they aan count on our blood and
any time it becomes necessary they can count on our lives.”

VIET NAM, 1971
Nguyen Minh Phuong

Ho Chi Minh said. Nothing is more precious than independence and
liberiy,” “Makc any sacrifice rather than losc¢ the country and live as
staves.” This article gives a summary of the present civilian and military
aspects of life in South Viet Nam, including descriptions of life in the
liberated zones.

UNIQUE IRELAND
Michacl Mcyerson

“We tnust not do as they do in Southern Ireland— that is, to replace
Briush cxploitation of the poor with Irish exploitation of the poor. | .

What we need is a society guarantecing civil and rcligious liberty | . in
three good words, insh' Socialist Republic” (Bernadette Devlin, MP)
This artzele 1s an historical analysis of the movement sn Northern Ire-
tand.

PARENTHESIS
Eskor Toyo

In November, 1970, mercenaries invaded Guinea with the mission of
overthrowing thc government of Sckou Toure. The invasion was
smashed. A United Natiots invesugating team has determined that
Portugal and other western powers instigated the plot. Toyo presents
here 2 hustorical and economic analysis of Toure’s nation, uscful for
understanding why imperialism conspires against the Guincan road to
socialism.

BRAZIL: THE 30 HOUR PLAN

“When opposition 0 the United States becomes unmistakably evident
among our latin-American neighbots 't is up to Brazil, partly because
of her long-standing friendship with the United States but most of adl
because of the decisive resources at her disposal, to make 1 *loyz!l ex-
change’ . | .”” Onc example of such a “loyal exchange’ was Brazil’s 30
tHour Plan—the way the government ¢f Brzil planned to cesp ond mili-
tarily if a socialist governinent was installed in Uruguay in the clectiors
of latc 1971.

COLOMBIAN CUERRILLA

Within the last vear there has been an upsurge in rutal gucrrilla actsvicy
in Colombia, making that mowmcnt onc of the mcst advanced rural
guerrilla struggles in latin America. “The guerrilla, armed with revolu-
tionary ideology and supported by a politivized peasant rrar guard, s
unbeatable’

NEWS BEHIND THE NEWS—OKINAWA

At dawn on November 19, 1968, near Naha, Okinawa, a B-52 bomber,
taking off for the Viet Nam war zore, crashed and its deadly cargo
cxploded. But the people of Okinawa could do little since tkey haw no
power to remove the US war machine from their ssland. Ther entire
existence is controlled by the U nited States in the person of a High
Commissioner who has the power to nullify any law and remove any
public official from his post. This article docs not cover the recent cons
clusion of a treaty between Japan and the U S. on the status of Oki-
nawa.

BOOMERANG FOR ISRAEL
Osvaldo Ortcga

This article describes the arrest, imprisonment and wmial, in Isracl, of
Taisir Kubaa, president of the Pzlcstinian Students” Lnion. He was
tortured and charged with parucipating in the sabotage of an Usrack
airliner. During his trial he stated, “The day will come when yoa will be
judged for your actions, and not only by the Palestinian people. | can
assurc you the judges won't be Christian or Moslem. They will be Jews
like yourselves, but honest, progressive fews, enemices of Zionism.™

NOTES ON THE CULTURAL LIFE OF THE
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM
Peter Weiss

“When, after the air attacks, | saw the peasants of Vict Nam reconr
structing their highways and dams with rocks and mud . , . with thei
clothes muddy and great hunks of mud in their hands, I had no doubt
as 0 whether the man deep in the mud was more de<veloped, more
dignified, and supcrior, or whether it was that other one up there i his
million-dollar machine.”




Unity Without Boundaries

Fidel Castro

‘This is I speech with which the Prime Minister of the Revolutionary Government and
First Secrelary of the Communist Party of Cuba, Camandante Fidel Castro. closed the
mecting held on the tenth anniversity of the Victory of Giron. Tricontinsots! magazine
publishes it in its ontirety for its clear definition of Cuba’s political position and its historic

content
DISTINGUISHED CUESTS;

Relatives of those who fell at Giron;

Comrades:
Comrade Volodia Teitelboim, a vet-
eran revolutionary fighter from

Chile who has participated in many
acts of solidarity with our country,
spoke of his wish to participate in a
modest way in this event. No such
thing could be possible. To us, the
prescnce after ten years of a repre-
sentative of a revolutionary people
that has embarked on the road of
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revolution and whose present lead-
ers are inspired by the same prin-
ciples and the same doctrine that
inspire us — in each case, naturally,
applied in keeping with the con-
crete condition existing in each
country — is highly symbolic and
carries with it a message ‘of pro-
found significance.

His presence here has great
meaning for us. And his words have
not only struck an emotive chord
deep in our hearts but have also
filled us with satisfaction and made
this 10th anniversary even more
dramatic.




‘With this simple, yet militant
ceremony we commemorate those
events, The battles of Playa Giron
were an episode whose histor:c sig-
nificance even we failed to under-
stand fully at that time.

Cur figgters simply marched on,
full of ardor, to meet the enemy,
and they did what they had to do.
They did not go there to write a
page in history, and yet, although
it had never entered their minds
to do so, they did write such a page.

The event has been spoken of
everywhere in the world and even
today the date is remembered in
practically all the riewspapers the

warld over.
e defeat of the mercenary

invasion at Playa Giron had a trau-
matic effect on the United States
itself. We were reading a dispatch
from a US news agency with refer-
ence to that date, which speaks of
the impact made on imperialism
by that defeat.

In this analysis made by the
news agency, datelined Washington.
April 17 — it's from the Associated
Press — it says:

One of the darkest hours in

the history of United States for-

eign policy occurred shortly be-
fore dawn on a day like today,

10 years ago, on the swampy

beaches in the southern part of

Las Villas Province, Cuba.

The southern coast of Cuba was

the scene of the landing of some

1500 Cuban exiles, trained and

equipped by the Central Intel-

ligence Agency, whose purpose
was to put an end to Fidel Cas-
tro's leftist regime.

That was the frustrated inva-

sion of the Bay of P:gs, whose

10th anniversary went practically
unnoticed by the majority of the

American public,

In retrospect, the Bay of Pigs

invasion was one of the most self-

defeating actions in all the 195

years of the history of the United
States.

The Bay of Pigs invasion had
nrofound repercussions, the most
immediate one being the worsen-
ing of relations between the
United States and the rest of
Latin America. In the days that
followed, anti-US demonstrations
were held in Buenos Aires, Bogo-
ta, Mexico, Caracas, Montevideo
and Santiago.

One month after the invasion,”
and evidently concerned over the
United States’ loss of prestige,
Kennedy urged' Congress to ap-
propriate 25 000 million dollars
over a period of ten years to take
more US astronauts to the moon.
Congress gave the program its
approval with alacrity, with very
few votes against.

Another theory which prevaiis
in Washington is that the Bay of
Pigs fiasco moved the President
to send more US troops into Indo-
china,

According to this theory, after
the Cuban disaster Kennedy
thought that it was essential for
the United States to make a show
of force somewhere else in the
worid to uphold its prestige as
a great power and avoid being
accused of following an “appease-
ment policy toward Communists,”
as charged by the Republican
Party.

When the Government of South
Viet Nam was threatened by an
internal insurrection supported
by the Communists in the North,
Kennedy began to send a num-
ber oi military advisers to help
avoid communist expansion
However. more than a year and
a half after the Bay of Pigs affair,
at the time of Kennedy's death,
the military personnel in South
Viet Nam had reached a total of

16 000 soldiers — the beginning
of a participation that would
bring the total figure to 525 000
at the end of four years.

The question of whether there

is a direct connection between

the Bay of Pigs fiasco and the

United States’ participation in the

Viet Nam contlict will be a sub-

ject of discussion for historians,

We really don't think that the
imperialist aggression in Viet Nam
has anything to do with the Bay of
Pigs defeat. The United States' par-
ticipation and aggression in Indo-
china is part of its well-known role
as international gendarme and re-
pressor of the revolutionary move-
ment all over the world. But still,
that shows the effect, the deep
impact made on the United States
itself — that is, on the imperialist
government of the United States —
by the Giron defeat.

Needless to say, the struggles of
the people of Viet Nam, both in
merit and heroism, far surpass
anything known %o date. The theory
mentioned in the dispatch is a false
theory. It would be ridiculous to
imagine that they went into Viet
Nam to get even for what happened
to them at Giron, considering that
the beating they are getting there
is even worse than the one they
got at Giron.

The latest trouncing, the one on
Route 9, in Laos, was worth one
Giron and a half — it was another
Dien Bien Phu., Without a shadow
of a doubt, the puppets and
their Yankee advisers were handed
a crushing, overwhelming defeat
there.

There's an issue of the Mexican
magazine Siempre! that has a cover
dealing with the fighting in Laos.
It shows a photograph of a Yankee
helicopter flying about 300 feet
above the ground, with a whole

chain of puppet soldfers hanging
from its sides while hundreds of
hands are extended toward the heli-
copter. That was really a desperate,
shameful rout. 1

Imperialism, in its role of gen-
darme, has lately been handed
defeat after defeat and these defeats
are slowly weakening it and dulling
the sharpness of its claws.

The significance of the defeat at
Playa Giron is that it took place
in Latin America, that it resulted
in what is currently described as
the first victory against imperialism
or the first defeat of imperialism
in America,

This has to do with the innumer-
able occasions on which the impe-
rialists intervened in Latin Amer-
ica, robbed [atin-American nations
of vast extensions of land, interfered
in their internal affairs — as they
did many times in our country and
in Ssnto Domingo, Mexico, Nicara-
gua and several other countries —
and, always, strutted like conquer-
ors over all our countries and suc-
ceeded in imposing their policy and
getting away with it.

It wasn't too long before the inva-
sion of Playa Giron that the CIA
had participated in a similar pro-
cedure in Guatemala. through which
it defeated that country’'s popular,
progressive government.

Of course, the significance grew
to the extent that the Cuban Rev-
olution took on a much more radical,
more defined character,

Today we recalled how the social-
ist character of the Revolution was
proclaimed on that April 16. That
character, od course, was not given
by proclamation. It was given by
the revolutionary measures, by the
revolutionary laws adopted in every
field, beginning, naturally, with the
Agrarian Reform Law and all the
other measures that brought about
a radical change in our country’s
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economic and social structure.

There were same — not in Cuba,
though — who wondered why the
socialist character of our revolution
was announced at that moment. And
there were others who admired the
deed.

This can be explained very
easily. We were in the midst of a
battle; we had been treacherously
attacked in the simultaneous bomb-
ing of our airfields, by which the
enemy sought the destruction of the
few, o!d planes we had. The ag-
gression had begun and the fight
was on. And when aggression comes,
when the time to fight comes, it
is then that the banners must be
raised higher than ever. It was
imperative that the banner of the
revolution be raised higher than
ever in the face of the treacherous,
cowardly enemy who attacked us,
in the face of the powerful imperial-
ist government that prepared the
invasion.

That is why our fighters went to
Giron, to defend not only the sacred
soil of the homeland, to defend not
only their interests, the interests of
our workers and farmers, but also
to defend the:r ideas and their rev-
olutionary process, clearly defined
as a socialist process.

It was the imperialists who had
been saying that the Cuban Rev-
olutlon had been betrayed. That
view, naturally, was based on the
imperialists’ idea of what a revolu-
tion should be; in other words, a
revo:ution of the bourgeoisie, a rev-
olution of exploiters, a revolution
of the defenders of the imperialists’
interests — which therefore, was
nothing but a pseudorevolution.

The Cuban Revolution had begun
more than a hundred years ago. And
at every epoch, at every moment,
it followed a Yne and pursued a
goal, an objective, which in that
initial phase was independence. But
even then, our revolution was an

8

anti-imperialist revolution.

And our revolution was becoming
more and more radicalized. A vast
change had taken place from the
first ideas of the rebels themselves
in 1868 to the ideas of Marti. In

fact, in the initial stages of that.

struggle, the revolutionaries still
viewed the United States in the
role which, without a doubt, that
country had played for a long pe-
riod of world history; that of the
land of the Pilgrims, the scene of
one of the first contemporary liberal
revolutions. It was a country which,
doubtless, served as an example for
other countries for quite some time.

Therefore, at that time, back in
1868, there were still a few Cuban
rebels who spoke of annexation.

However, that revolution became
more and more radicalized and
those ideas were gradually swept
away and finally discarded com-
pletely. And by 1885 the process,
radicalized by the participation of
the people, by the participation of
the humblest elements of our people,
of the freed slaves, and with a
leadership born precisely of the
humblest strata of our people, con-
tinued its process of radicalization.
Nobody w:ll ever forget Maceo’s
words, “Whoever dares grab Cuba
will only gather the dust of its
bloodstained soil — if he doesn't
die in the attempt."

And Marti, when he spoke more
freely than ever before, when he
candidly wrote everything he felt
deep down in his heart in a letter
to his friend Manuel ‘Mercado, ex-
pressed with unquestionable clarity
the joy he felt in his readiness to
devote every day of his life to his
homeland and to fulfill the elemen-
tary duty of keeping the United
States — through the independence
of Cuba — from expanding into the
Antilles and pouncing, with added

force, on the peoples of America.

And Marti added that everything
he had done until then and would
continue to do was aimed at the
same objective.

Marti also said he wanted to cast
his lot with the poor of the earth.
And it was that same Marti who
admired Karl Marx because he had
taken the side of the poor.

That was already a revolutionary
thought in full evolution and devel-
opment.

The Cubans couldn’t even reach
their goal of full independence.
Everyone is more than familiar with
the sad story of how the mambises:
fighters were even prevented from
entering Santiago de Cuba, of how
they were even deprived of having
the government of their homeland
in their own hands. And there's the
Platt Amendment, the Guantanamo
Base, the governments imposed on
the people, the humiliating conces-
sions that served to ravage our
economy, the corrupt regimes, the
endless direct and indirect inter-
ventions in our country and the
falsification of our own history.
And the indoctrination that began
in childhood, which pictured the
Yankess as the liberators of our
homeland, as the generous libera-
tors of our homeland, attempt-
ed to belittle our historic values;
it was an indoctrination similar to
that put into effect in Puerto Rico
to crush the independence current,
to crush the national values of that
country, which together with ours
formed what someone described as
“the wings of a bird.”

And let no one forget that Marti
began his fight for Puerto Rico's
independence and that the proclama:
tion written by Marti, Maceo and
the other liberators was a proclama-
tion for thé independence of Cuba
and Puerto Rico.

The United States tried to do
practically the same things in our
country. However, by the time the
Cuban Revolution had reached that
stage, our people’s aspirations and
goais had to be, by all means, in-
comparably higher than those they
might still have had in 1888, and
even in 1895, and higher than the
aspirations of 1933. Such aspirations,
logically, were in keeping with the
needs of a country in the conditions
in which we were living.

But still, the imperialists con-
tinued to promote their false
theories, the vesult of their frus-
tration.

Now, then, what could they say
when, following the bombing and
when the invading hordes under
their protection were already close
to our shores. the socialist character
of our Revolution was proclaimed
loud and clear for all to hear?

And who were the. men who
deferated them? What were the ban-
ners which these men held aloft?
And, among those banners, which
banner but that of socialism?

When battles were being waged
in the Sierra Maestra, the Revolu-
tion waged them for specific objec-
tives appropriate to the moment.
And there were many who fought
with great ardor. tlowever, when
our fighters went to Giron they
went there to fight, and to die, to
pay whatever price was necessary,
for the cause of socialism!

That is why. as Raull said two
days ago at San Antonio Base, the
battles of Giron consolidated the
presence of socialism in Latin Amer-
ica.

And, from then on, the imperial-
ists didn't have a single argument
lef1.

3 Mambi was the name used (disparagingly)
by the Spaniards in referxing to the rebels
who fougnt for Cuba’s freedom. and In
time, it became a 1entn of honor for
those so-named. ({Ed. Note )




Volodia wondered how or ex-
pressed his desire to know how that
heroic deed of Giron was possible.
And, to tell the truth, it is very
easy to understand.

When the people live through a
process of revolution throughout
their history they make heroic deeds
the most natural thing in the world,
a daily affair. Heroic deeds become
an everyday affair.

In revolutions, even in liberal
revolutions, when the bourgeoisie
identifies itself with the interests
of the entire people — as, for exem-
ple, in the case of the French Rev-
olution — the revolutionaries faced
their foreign enemies victoriously.
At the time of the Bolshevik Rev-
olution, the country was invaded
by a bloc of foreign powers — 14
countries — which launched attacks
from every direction, but the Soviet
people put up a heroic resistance
amidst the most difficult conditions
and performed countless feats of
heroism. The Vietnamese record
heroic deeds day after day. And
we are sure that the people of our
sister nations in Latin America, in
a similar situation, would also per-
form sunilar and even greater deeds
than those we have inscribed.

We are absolutely sure that the
Chileans, acting in defense of their
revolution and their homeland, can
repeat the deeds of Giron — and
many more Girous — fighting
against the aggressors, against the
reactionaries, against the imperial-
ists.

Our people went to Giron simply
to do their duty.

How did our people react in the
face of the enemy? They reacted
with ardor, determination and cour-
age. What characterized our fighters,
our militiamen, our pilots, our tank
crews, our sailors; in a word every
one of our fighters. the entire peo-

ple? The same spirit that Cubans
have had all through their history;
the same spirit of the fighters of 1868
who, waging their struggle under
very difficult conditions, faced a
powerful, well-armed foe; the
daring and the aggressiveness of our
fighters for independence, which
gradually created a revolutionary,
patriotic tradition — one could say
a culture — and certain habits
among our people, habits of cour-
age, dignity and fighting spirit.

Our fighters were characterized
by the same spirit as the rebel
fighters who, with very. limited
means, also had to face a large,

werml well-armed army. And
our rebel fighters, in a display of
courage and fighting spirit, liqui-
dated an enemy force of more than
50 000 well-armed men in 25 months.
Our Rebel Army was created and
developed and crushed the enemy
within a period of 25 months,

Let’s not forget that, on that De-
cember 31, 1958, the island was
divided in two. Our troops, under
Che's leadership, were attacking
Santa Clara, supported by the troops
of another invasion leader, Comrade
Camilo Cienfuegos.

The island cut in half by the
formidable action of these two
leaders; Camaguey surrounded; and
no less than 17000 enemy soldiers
trapped in Oriente. One day, the
comrades who engage in historic
research wili be able to give the
exact figures with respect to the
number of soldiers we had already
surrounded in Guantanamo, Santia-
go de Cuba. Holguin, Mayan and
Manzanillo. To say nothing of the
fact that, out of the three frigates
of the Navy, we had two cornered
in Santiago de Cuba Bay, which
simply couldn’t get out.

All this happened in a 25-month-
long process, beginning with the

insignificant figure of seven armed
men who had become reunited at
the end of December 1957, following
the setbacks suffered at the begin.
ning of the month.

All that was but the continuation
of the traditions of struggle of our
people, traditions of struggle which
were evident throughout the fight
against Batista’s tyranny, traditions
which were gallantly lived up to
by the revolutionary fighters in the
mountains and in the cities. Such
a display of courage and heroism
can never be forgotten.

The same gallantry was displayed
by our fighters in their battles
against the bandits in the Escam-
bray Mountains. They pursued them
tenaciously, surrounded them and
did not stop attacking until they
had wiped them all out.

In the same way, when the hour
of battle arrived, our fighters
showed a tremendous fighting spirit.
And, everywhere, they acted the
same way.

Wherever the enemy planes made
their appearance on April 15, despite
the factor of surprise, despite the
unexpectedness of the attack, the
crews of our antiaircraft batteries
teacted immediately. They reacted
immediately!

We recall that we were at Point
One, the command post. We had
established contact with Oriente
Province, from where Raul informed
us about some operation the enemy
was engaged in around Baracoa,
something that looked like a landing.
We were waiting to see what hap-
pened, when daylight came. We
saw a number of B-26s fly overhead,
and no sooner did they show up
when... there was something
strange about them, We had no
planes in the air at the time. We
realized that they could very well

be enemy planes, aespite the fact
that they had Cuban marking. and,
immediately, they began to attack
the Ciudad Libertad base. And, in a ,
matter of seconds, our amtiaircraft
guns opened up and we could see
the tracers that came from the four-

barreled %uns. :
It was the ssme everywhere else.

Nobody was afraid. Nobody pan-
icked The answer — energetic,
courageous and forceful even amidst
an a‘mosphere of surprise — came
immediately. And it should be taken
into account that many of those
artillerymen were 15., 16- and 17-
year-old youngsters who had never
been under an air attack, who were
not veterans, who were completely
new at this sort of thing. This was
the first time they had fired their
weapons, and yet, they were vying
for a crack at the planes. It was
a veritable emulation contest to see
who got hold of the guns, who fired
faster and more accurately. Theirs
was a tremendous ardor. And wir-
tually every one of them was facing
an enemy plane for the first time.
And it took them only seconds to
answer the enemy fire.

And when the mercenaries finally
landed, from the v&y moment
they set foot on land, they found
the same reactfon everywhere. The
militiamen of Battalion 339 of Playa
Larga and the Giron militiamen
who were taken by surprise there
— that is, who suddenly found
themselves face to face with the
bulk of the enemy forces as they
landed — did not surrender when
urged to do so. Instead, they shouted
“Patria o Muerte!"” and opened fire
with their weapons. They never
stopped to think about the size of
the enemy force or the land of
weapons it had. They were only
four or five, and yet they '‘never
thought of covering for a retreat.
No! What they did was to open fire
immediately!




; Victoria o Muerte !

la Victoire ou la Mort!
Victory or Death!
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The same thing happened every-
where where there was a man with
a weapon in his hands. And the
most amazing thing about it is that
there were many who had no
weapons and still wanted to get into
the fight. There were a number of
literacy campaign teachers who
helped load machine guns, who
participated in the battle, That was
the prevailing attitude. We even
had the problem of a large number
of people near Giron asking for
weapons. It was impagssible to pro-
vide evetryone with weapons, but
that was the kind of spirit that
prevailed everywhere,

Our fighters never hesitated for
a single moment to carry out their
mission. Not a single one of them,
anywhere! Neither the soldiers nor
the militiamen. Well, after all, it
was one and the same thing, of
course. There is no room for dis-
tinction; unless we are to make dis-
tinctions according to the different
weapons every sailor, every flier,
every tank driver, every one of
them used!

What did our fliers do?

There are the reports of the mer-
cenaries themselves, saying that our
planes lacked repair parts, that our
fliers had no means of communica-
tion or radar and that, in fact, they
lacked practically the most elemen-
tary equipment for aerial combat,

The enemy tried to destroy the
few old planes we had and, in fact,
they succeeded in destroying some.
On the morning of April 17 we had
nine planes — if I remember cor-
rectly -— which might possibly fly,
and some seven pilots, most of the
rookies. Nobody would have
dreamed that those planes would
really play a decisive role in the

battles,
ince we suspected that the

enemy might try to bomb us at
dawn, and having all the reports and
with our troops moving toward Gi-

ron, our planes were in the air and
headed for G:ron at dawn on the

17th.

What did those fliers co? Those
seven rookie fliers piloting seven
old planes with no spare parts, or
patched up with adapted parts,
who still had not had the oppor-
tunity to receive adequate training:
what did they do?

Well, what they did was amply
this: they sank or dispersed all the
enemy ships, which was a small
fleet including a number of armed
vessels. The result; every enemy
ship sunk or sent scurrying for
safety! And our fliers cooperated
with the artillery. The result: every
enemy plane or practically all of
them shot down by the time the
invasion was over. 1 believe there
only was one left and we still won-
der how that one didn't crash, too,
because there was no ship or plane
left, nothing in the air or on the
water. Moreover, our fliers took part
in many actions in support of the
infantry. These ranged {rom protect-
ing the transfer of. the Militia Of-
ficers Battalion, of Matanzas, to the
bombing of enemy positions and
groups up to the last day at 5:00 pm,
as they were trying to get back
aboard their vessels.

In addition, on April 19 our planes
encountered the Yankee pianes from
the aircraft carrier stationed off our
coast. Our fliers did not show the
slightest sign of fear, never felt the
slightest fright. They went joyrid-
ing among 1t1he Yankee planes,
defiant and ready to pit their old
crates, if necessary, aga:nst the Yan-
kee planes.

The same can be said for the at-
titude of our artillerymen and of
the infantry battalions who were
seeing action for the first time,
about their determination and gpirit
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as they moved steadily forward.
The same can be said about the
tank drivers who roared along the
highway to Playa Larga — a 6-mile
stretch of road that was more like
a narrow canyon flanked by woods
— into the face of enemy tanks and
antitank guns and advanced to the
very entrance to Playa Larga.

And when the comrade in charge
of the lead tank had his vehicle
put out of commission, partly de-
stroyed and completely immobilized,
he jumped out of that tank, got
hold of another, and rescued the
rest of his crew.

On April 19, when our comrades
advancing toward Giron along an-
other highway heard from our fliers
that the mercenaries might try to
board their ships for a getaway, it
was decided to launch a lightning
attack... We remembered that some
prisoners had told us that a number
of antitank guns had been set up
at the entrance to Giron. But Giron
had to be taken by all means. The
order went out to the lead tank:
“Full speed ahead and run over the
guns!” And another tank was sent
out after the first, and then anoth-
er and still another. And that tank
took off at full speed in the middle
of the night, ran over the antitank
guns and got to Giron. One tank
alone! Well, after all, they had been
given orders to reach Giron and
they went on, beyond Giron! At
that moment, they had no infantry
support or any other support. Then
came another tank, and that was
followed by another and the rest.
They had to get through, and they
did get through and made contact
with the other forces.

The coiumn proceeding from Pla-
ya Larga was bombed heavily. They
were engaged in a series of fierce
battles, under difficult conditions,
because they had to make their way
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along a highway and maneuver-
ability was impossible in such sur-
roundings.

And when the tanks got to Giron
they took up positions right by the
water's edge, facing the Yankee
warships stationed a couple of miles
off our coast.

Our fliers and our tank drivers
fulfilled their duty calmly. They
never got discouraged, they never
lost their fighting spirit and were
never in the least impressed by the
enemy. And if the Yankees had got-
ten. into the fight, well, they’d have
fought the Yankees, too.

at was the way our fighters
behaved everywhere. Their attitude
was the same everywhere.

Now, there is another very crit-
ical moment in the revolutionary
process and that is October 27, 1962,
when our antiaircraft units all over
the country opened fire on the Yan-
kee warplanes that were approach-
ing our country flying at a very
low level. Not one artilleryman
hesitated. Everyone can remember
those memorable days, how the
fighters opened fire with their
weapons and chased away the Yan-
kee planes and at that moment the
Yankee nuclear missiles were aimed
at our country.

No longer was it a battle against
mercenaries, with warplanes and
warships more or less close by, with
more or less likelihood of their in-
tervening. When it was a case of
Yankee planes on October 27, when
all our units all over the country
received the order to open fire, they
opened fire! At a time when Yankee
nuclear missiles were aimed at our
country, when- a large part of the
Yankees' atomic artillery was aimed
at us. And those men did not hesi-
tate in firing!

We understand that our people
demonstrated, that they gave a
supreme demonstration of courage

and cool nerves. Those are the tra-
ditions that have been forming
our nation in more than 100 years
of struggle. Those are the traditions
in which our fighters have been
educated, and those are the .tradi-
tions in which they will continue to
be educated; and those are the tradi-
tions in which the new generations
of our people will undoubtedly be
educated, because they will be
passed from generation to genera-
tion.

There are moral values which
have been developing throughout
our history, and which are constant-
ly reaching a higher level: cool
nerves in the face of the enemy, a
complete lack of fear or panic, cour-
age, determination, firm response
and constant struggle.

Immediate and firm reply, tena-
cious and untiring struggle and
constant striving are the character-
istics of our fighters, the best and
most heroic traditions of our people.
This is what we can count on. Of
course, today we can also count on
more and more modern weap-
ons, much better combat training,
many more command cadres who
have received better overall training
and more modern weaponry.

In the Sierra Maestra we fought
with rifles we had taken from the
Batista soldiers. But in Giron every-
thing in the hands of the fighters
was used; there were more modern
weapons that had been furnished
by the socialist countries; there you
saw the T-24 tanks, 122 mm guns
and the SAU-100, an array of weap-
ons ranging from FAL rifles to
120 mm mortars and other arms
since weaponry from the socialist
countries was used for the first time,
especially arms from the Soviet
Union which had arrived at a very
timely moment a few weeks before.

Our artillerymen would learn
something in the morning and teach
others at night, and what they

learned at night, they would teach
in the morning, because we had very
few instructors, and we didn’t have
much time, We viewed the prepara-
tions of the enemy and had to speed
things up, and we had hundreds of
batteries, field guns and antiaircraft
artillery by the time of the invasion

There were more modern weap-
ons, and we can say with pride that
our fighters made magnificent use
of them. And under any circums-
tances they will always make mag-
nificent use of them.

It is also a historic tradition,
dating from the time of our inde-
pendence fighters and the guerrilla
Rebel Army of the mountains, that
nobody could take our weapons
from us. Nobody cculd take our
weapons! Our fighters did not let
their weapons be taken from them;
they had to be killed before their
weapons could be taken from them!
And our fighters have always had
more weapors after every battle
than they had before. And we have
a large amount of weapons in our
country now. I don't think it is a
secret that there are more than
500 000 weapons in our country now!

And a people with that tradition of
struggle and battle, which fights
down to the last man as long as he
has a rifle — with that tradition —
without panic or fear of the enemy,
is undoubtedly a people with enough
morale and better trained and tech-
nically prepared for battle than ever
before.

This has been the most important
guarantee, basic for the survival of
our revolutionary process, because
the imperialists realized that we
were no pushover, that the invasion
was going to be no easy matter
and that they would have to pay
a high price,

That explains the crushing defeat
handed the invaders. They were
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defeated quickly. We had to crush
them quickly to keep the Yankees
from carrying out their plans to
install a provisional government
and legalize their intervention. But
even if it hadn’t been necessary to
crush them immediately for that
reason, they wouldn't have lasted
a minute longer, anyway. Because
just knowing the mercenaries were
there was all the combat motivation
our people needed. They didn't need
motivation of any other kind. All
the people wanted to participate and
do their duty, and so they did,
everywhere!

This was how our people recorded
this feat, this memorable page of
history of ever-increasing signifi-
cance, which jis better understood
with the passing of time.

Engaged as we are in day-to-day
revolutionary work, we still haven'’t
built a monument to those who died
at Giron. There was a contest and
an award was given. But then, many
were not happy with the design.
We believe that the best idea would
be another national contest with the
participation of the people, archi-
tects and everybody — we have to
give this a Cuban touch — so that
we can build a monument honoring
those who fought at Giron. It doesn't
matter that time has passed. Perhaps
fraternal hands will help build the
monument. Perhaps revolutionaries
from the other nations of Latin
America will come, so that blood
which was shed for our continent
will receive the tribute of the sweat
of revolutionaries from Latin Amer-
ica. We are sure that when we have
a design ready, young people from
the rest of Latin America will come
to work on the monument.

And it is really an act of justice
to build the monument that those
fighters deserve, the tribute of all
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our people to those who gave their
lives and to those who were wound-
ed in battle, to those who shed their
blood and, in short, as a tribute to
all those who, in the vanguard or
in the rear guard — everyone in
the post to which he had been as-
signed — participated in those
memorable events.

We feel that our people simply
did their duty, as is done and witl
always be done by all revolutionary
nations.

This continent has changed a great
deal in these ten years. We believe
that the days of imperialist domina-
tion in Latin America are numbered,
that in these years there is increas-
ing awareness all over the continent
and that the contradictions with
imperialism have increased greatly.
Imperialist rule in Latin America
is in trouble.

Today we have had the great
pleasure of hearing the voice of
another sister nation, marching
down the road of revolution, arm
in arm with our country, a people
that is starting this long, hard
struggle. And we know how long
and hard it is.

We know that the Chileans will,
logically enough, have problems.
For the time being the imperialists,
the CIA, utilizing the oligarchs and
reactionaries — as Volodia explained
— do everything possible to block
and create difficulties for the Gov-
ernment of People’s Unity and,
among other things, to sabotage
agricultural and industrial produc-
tion.

The perfidious and shameful man-
ner in which they murdered the
chief of the Chilean Army is well
known.

The ceaseless plotting of the CIA
against the Government of People's
Unity is well known; the ceaseless
campaigns against the Chilean rev-
olutionary process and the cam-

paigns abroad are all well known.
The imperialists have already start-
ed to withdraw their technicians
from Chile to block the production
of copper.

The fact that an agrarian reform
is being implemented in Chile is
also well known. As a result of the
agrarian reform processes, the ex-
ploited rural masses become con-
sumers, in the first place; they start
consuming many of the products
which they were previously forced
to sell in the market in order to pay
their rent or which they could not
purchase because of their low wages.

We are familiar with these prob-
lems of increased rural consump-
tion, the sabotage by the landowners,
We are very familiar with the
sabotage of the landowners: how
they immediately start slaughtering
cattle, stop planting and do every-
thing possible to affect the crops
adversely.

During a certain period, the oli-
garchs are strong enough to do a
great deal of damage.

We are familiar with 3all those
problems, and the Government of
People’s Unity has denounced all
these problems.

Logically enough, we — it is
almost unnecessary to say this —
fully support the people of Chile,
and we will do whatever is neces-
sary ‘to help them; we are willing
to demonstrate our solidarity in any
field.

For one thing, we have now
established trade relations with
Chile: we send them sugar, which
is an important product of Chilean
popular consumption, and they send
us beans, onions, garlic.. ..

We are sending our products to
Chile and bringing back other food-
stuffs, lumber — the first few mil-
lion feet of lumber have already
arrived, for furniture for schools
and homes — and barley, for the
production of beer. In short there's

a broad trade relationsthup.

While the Chileans are able to
ay for our sugar by sending us
oodstuffs and lumber, they can pay
us with those commodit.es. But if,
a8s a result of the imperialist cam-
paigns arnd the counterrevolution-
ary maneuvers of imperialism and
the local counterrevolution, the pro-
duction of food in Chile i1s sabotaged
and they are unable to send us
garlic, or onions or beans, it doesn’t
matter! We will still send our sugar
to the people of Chile!

We say to our Chilean brothers,
to the Government of People’s
Unity and to President Allende: if
the counterrevolution sabotages
agricultural production, it doesn't
matiler! The people of Chile will
not lack sugar! We will do whatever
Is necessary, increasing production
or supplying it out of our own stock.

At the time of the Peruvian earth-
quake, our people made 100000
blood donations in ten days to save
Peruvian lives. In just ten days!
We feel this expresses the profound
internationalist spirit of our pecople.
This revolutionary gesture, this fra-
lernal gesture. this disinterested
gesture reflects the extent of con-
scientiousness of our people.

Ard there is the same willingness
to help... not help, rather, fuifill
the elementary duty of brotherly
solidarity, the elementary duty of
cooperation with the revolutionary
peoples of Latin America. Blood,
sugar, whatever may be necessary!
But this isn’t much, Comrade Volo-
dia! Sugar, blood donations and
everything else are all inadequate.
In the heart of all Cubans there is
an even deeper, more determined
and more fraternal feel:ng: if at the
time of K Giron, if at the time of
the mercenary invasion thousands
of Chileans wanted to come to Cuba
to fight. the Chileans can be sure




that i1n the case of a foreign attack
sponsored by imperialism, millions
of Cubans would be ready to fight
in Chile.

In case of a foreign attack, ail
Cuban revolutionaries can be con-
sidered as having already volunteer-
ed to fight.

It can be said that we are revolu-
tionary soldiers of America. This is
also a part of our tradition. Chileans,
Venezuelans, Peruvians, Colombians
and Central Americans; all fought
in our war of independence along
with that great soldier, Maximo
Gomez, a legendary hero of our
history. And in our more recent
guerrilla struggle another legendary

ero took part, the unforgettable
Comrade Emmesto Guevara,

Cuban revolutionary fighters have
also shed their blood helping peoples
of other continents, aiding peoples
of Africa and of Latin America.
That also is a part of the best of
the tradition of our country and of
our revolution. That'’s the reason we
can be counted on.

The people of Algeria are at a
greater distance from us, but at
a difficult moment for them, our
men crossed the ocean and arrived
in time to assist the Algerians. That
is a part of our history and our
tradition.

This means that the revolutionary
peoples of Latin America can count
on us; the revolutionary govern-
ments of Latin America can count
on us. We say this publioly for all
to hear. They can count on the
fighters of Giron and they can
count, furthermore, on the spirit of
Giron.

We consider ourselves to be a part
of the Latin-American family, a
part of this continent, citizens of
this continent, revolutionaries of this
continent. These aren't empty
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words; this springs from history
itself and from the very reality of
history.

Those who first fought for the
independence of our peoples did not
conceive what we have today. Noth-
ing could be farther from their
aspirations and objectives. Bolivar,
San Martin and Sucre fought for
another kind of America — for a
united and strong America, not for
a balkanized, impotent and weak
America.

No one propounded these Latin-
American sentiments with more
conviction than did Marti. But if
at that time those aspirations could
have been the product of an ideal
and a process of thought, today they
are a vital question for the survival
of each and every one of our coun-
tries.

What are we? What are we going
to be? What are we in the face of
powerful imperialism? What are we
in the face of that impressive tech-
nological development? What is our
destiny today? What kind of destiny
would be in store for us in a future
that isn't even distant? What would
be the destiny of our small, weak
and divided nations? In this conti-
nent, the Yankees not only took
away or limited our sovereignty,
imposed trade and economic condi-
tions on us, took over our mineral
and other natural resources, exploit-
ed many millions of our workers,
extracting millions of dollars from
the sweat of our peorles, not only
promoted underdevelopment and
steadily robbed us of our trained
technological backwardness, and
technicians; it can be said that the
Yankees even stole the name
“America,” calling themselves
“Americans.”

That group of states located in
the northern part of America has
taken over even America's name. It
seems that we aren't Americans.
Strictly speaking, we don't even

have a name yet. We are yet to be
christened, and various names:
Latin American, Ibero-American,
Indo-Amecrican, are bandied about.
As far as the imperialists are con-
cerned, we are nothing but despised
and despicable peoples. At least, we
were. Since Playa Giron, they have
revised their opinion.

This is national, racial contempt.
To be a criollo. an Indian, a mestizo,
a Negro — simply to be a Latin
American — is cause for contempt.
With their extreme big-power chau-
vinism, their habits of colonialism
and -domination — their imperial
habits — the Yankees — we are
referring to Yankee imperialists —
feel only contempt for our peoples.

RHistorically, their strategy has
been to divide us. For almost 200
years, European imperialists and
Yankees have done what was neces-
sary to keep the peoples of Latin
America divided and impotent, going
so far as to promote fierce wars.

We all remember such wars as
that of El Chaco, between Bolivia
and Paraguay; the lamentable war
between Peru and Chile, which left
such a legacy of resentment; and,
only recently the war between two
Central American nations, El Sal-
vador and Honduras. We can all
see how the imperialists and their
agencies are inciting the peoples of
Colombia and Venezuela and bring-
ing their nationalism — a false
nationalism — and their passion to
fever pitch. Monopolies have always
promoted wars and strife in defense
of their own interests.

It is only logical that out-and-out
lackey governments, completely
reactionary and puppet govern-
ments, are needed for that policy
to prosper. Among revolutionary
peoples, among revolutionary gov-
ernments, the only sentiments that
can be aroused are such as are being
aroused between Chile and Cuba,
sentiments of true brotherhood, be-

cause there is nothing that could
divide us, there are no interests in
contradiction with the interests of
our own peoples.

We have to learn 1o think along
these lines,. We have to learn to
educate ourselves and cur new gen-
eration along these lines. And this
education isn't only political; we
must educate ourselves culturally
along these lines to prevent cultural
colonialization from survivmg eco-
nomic colonialization. We mustn’t
forget that the imperialists didn't
base their domination on economic
and pol.tical weapons alone but very
much also on spiritual weapons, the
weapons of thought and of culture.

We have mentioned their indoc-
trination of distorted history and all
those lies. Imperialist domination is
tending to disappear in the countries
of the Third World, but there still
are some who aspire to intellectual
tutelage and cultural colonialism.
These are gentiemen who want to
teach our peoples from such places
as New York, Paris, Rome, London
and West Berlin.

That is why our people must give
a resounding cry against that at-
tempt at spiritual and cultural
colonialism, against that inadmis-
sible attempt to introduce and main-
tain, at all cost, all the manifesta-
tions of a decadent culture, the
fruits of a society or societies that
are rent by contradictions ard rotten
to the core.

That is why our culture — the
culture of the Latin-American peo-
ples which, as a whole, is an inex-
haustible and rich source of spir-
itual creations in every aspect —
is a superior one.

That is why we ask our Latin-
American friends to help us and
cooperate in cultivating the broadest
knowledge and development within
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our people of the cultural and artis-
tic values of Latin America, of our
America, of which we feel ourselves
to- be a part.

Hence our attitude and the degree
of our solidarity, which is full,
absolute, total.

Other Latin.American countries
are in turmoil. We know of and look
with great sympathy upon the de-
velopment of Peru's revolutionary
process. We in this country have
observed that process with interest
ever since the first statements were
made by the government that over-
threw the oligarchic, sell-out Be-
laiinde. Our country immediately
saw that completely different events
were taking place in the Peruvian
process. When we saw that the con-
cessions to oil companies were being
cancelled and that the resources
that were controlled by the oil
monopolies were taken over and
recovered; when we' saw the fero-
cious campaign against Peru
launched in the United States; the
Apgrarian Reform Law; the exchange
control; in sum, when we saw a
series of measures that were taken,
we understood that a true struc-
tural change was taking place and s
revolutionary process was under
way in that country.

We had no doubts, when it was
still early in the process, that the
process was revolutionary. This is
because what determines whether
or not a process is revolutionary is
not the schemata, is not fiction,
is not abstraction, but the facts.
And the facts were confirming ob-
jectively that there was a revolu-
tionary process in Peru.

Of course, every process has its
own characteristics.

In the Peruvian process the mo-
tives of struggle against underde-
velopment, against foreign economic
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domination, strongly patriotic and
nationalist sentiments prevail. One
cannot speak of a Marxist-Leninist
revolution in Peru. However, from
the point of view of revolutionary
theory, one may objectively consider
that a revolutionary process is tak-
ing place in Peru.

The very reaction and hostility
that it evoked in the United
States... though, naturally, after
their experience with Cuba, the im-
perialists have become much more
cautious, careful and shrewd, using
various and much more subtle
weapons,

The imperialists are waging wide-
ranging reactionary campaigns in
Peru with the support of the oli-
garchy and the press at the service
of imperialist thought — that is, the
press of the right.

An example of this can be found
in the fact that in the last few days,
in one week, those newspapers of
the right published 32 artioles
attacking Cuba, 32 articles against
Cuba! It is logical that those arti-
cles against Cuba aren’t really
aimed against Cuba; they are aimed
against the Peruvian Government.
Their objective is to confuse, deceive
and frighten the masses, telling
them fthat structvral changes, that
revolutionary changes can lead to
problems and difficulties; their pur-
pose is to discourage the masses’
revolutionary spirit and fight the
structural changes ideologically.
They know from their Jong historical
experience that, logically, the struc-
tural changes do not come alone
but are accompanied by the fierce
resistance of the exploiting classes,
which causes the revolutionary pro-
cesses all kinds of problems. No
true revolutionary process has ever
succeeded in avoiding them.

Only the Yankee Embassy could
organize the publication of those 23
articles. We are familiar with that
kind of campaign. Now, why that




amazing thing 2t this moment, the
publication of 32 articles against
Cuba within a week? It is due to
the imperialists' fear, their fear of
the revolutionary wave that is shak-
ing the continent, the wave of rad-
icalization ‘that is under way in Latin
America, They are desperately look-
ing for a way to avoid the unavoid-
able, to arrest this process in the
face of which they are clearly and
increasingly more impotent.

Farther on is Bolivia, the place
where Che and his guerrilla com-
rades wrote their saga.

Che died, but his sentiments, ideas
and example remain in the heart
of the people of Bolivia. The deep
radicalization which is seen in the
workers, farmers and students of
Bolivia is the result of Che’s strug-
gle and herocic sacrifice.

In Bolivia we have a revolution-
ary and radicalized people in tur-
moil, who refuse to allow any farce
and demand a radical and far-reach-
ing revolution, a rea! revolution.
And it is the pecple who are taking
to the streets to fight a possible
fascist coup. The people are also
demanding the elimination of all
fascist elements from the Army. The
people are demanding punishment
for all henchmen implicated in the
murders of miners, workers, farmers
and students. The people are de-
manding punishment for those who
served the CIA in the repression,
in the murder of the guerrillas and
of Che.

This is why we feel that there
is also a revolutionary process under
way in Bolivia, because of the rad-
icalization and great awareness of
the masses.

We have not expressed our opin-
ion on the leadership of that proc-
ess. ' We have seen that the impe-
rialists are worried, and when they
worry about or are against some-
one, even though it may be because
of contradictions that aren’t of a
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completely revolutionary nature, we
won't do them any favors.

Here we can express our confi-
dence in the Peruvian revolutionary
process, in the Peruvian Govern-
ment and the people of that country;
in the Chilean revolutionatry proc-
ess, in the People’s Unity movement,
the people and Government of Chile,
and in the workers, students and
farmers — the people of Bolivia!

There is also great unrest in Uru-
guay, Argentina and Brazil. Every
day the news agencies report on
revolutionary fighters, fighters who
risk their lives in the underground
struggle and shed their blood in the
battle against oppression, evoking
in our memories the heroic days of
our people from 1953 to 1959. Vir-
tually every day news of armed
attacks or mass actions reach us,
every day we read of young people
killed in battle against the repres-
sive forces. And those governments
are clearly in crisis as a result of
the increasing revolutionary strug-
gles of their peoples.

The Government of Uruguay is
in crisis, the Government of Argen-
tina is faced by a very serious cri-
sis, and we have seen the gorilla
Lanusse, who after having been the
power behind the throne installing
and removing governments, from
crisis to crisis, had to decide to take
direct control of the government,
to try to save the Army from the
great problem it faces, the critical
situation in which it finds itself.
and try to organize an electora!
farce to keep the people from adopt-
ing a revolutionary solution to
their problems.

QOur opinion ig that his efforts
are useless, and that Argentina and
Brazil, where the ruling oligarchs
and exploiters have used the most
barbarous methods to maintain their
system, have reached the point

which Marx considered the “pre-
revolutionary stage’; the point at
which they have exhausted the last
measures, the last procedures, the
last arms with which to maintain
the system.

W¢ clearly note the development
of the crisis in Uruguay, Argentina

ang Brazil
very day we read of barbarous

tortures of the Batista and Ventura?
type taking place in Brazil. And
we all know that when the systems
of exploiters reach that situation
there is no way out.

A wave of radicalization and of
revolution js shaking the continent
and seriously threatening imperial-
ist domination.

What has been and what is the
position of Cuoa in this connection?
Cuba maintains its line, the same
as always: the line of the Sierra
Maestra, Giron and of the First and
Second Declarations of Havana!
Cuba maintains its line of support
for all the revolutionary govern-
ments and movements of Latin
America.

The imperialists, of course, want
Cuba to calm down and behave her-
self, theyv want to neutralize us.
They shouldn't even dream about
this! If at any time they. have
dreamed abou: it, they shouldn’
have; they should never dream
about such a thing, because f.rm
principles and revolutionary intran.
sigence are also a part of the tra-
ditions of our people.

What if we are still struggling ten
years after Giron? The Cubans of
another cra had to fight ten years,
from 1868 to 1378. The unfortunate
experience of the Zanjén Agreement
is well known: defeatism and pes-
simism resulted in the laying down
of weapons. Our people have learned
from these experiences, these iong

expertences. That is why the Amer-
icans — it js wrong to say the
“Americans,” as we have already
explained that the name doesn’t
belong to them alone — the Yankees
(when we speak of the Yankees we
mean the imperialists) have no right
or reason to dream of any normal-
szation or conciliation in their rela-
tions with Cuba.

We explain this because in the
last few days the demagogy of Mis-
ter Nixon has surpassed all limits.
In a desperate situation as a result
of his great defeats in [ndochina,
where he started his administration
with one war on his hands and now
he has three — all three lost, in-
creasingly wmore so — he is desper-
ately maneuvering on the interna-
tional scene and grabbing at straws.
We know him well — too well.
Among other things, we remember
that he was one of the sponsors of
the Giron invasion, and one of those
responsible for the deaths of the
149 comrades who died at Giron.
We haven't forgotten that.

In a recent interview during
which he talked about international
policy as part of his latest diplomat-
ic maneuvers, he said the following
about Cuba:

[f Cuban policy toward us
should change, then we would
consider changing ours toward
Castro. That is, we would take a
step forward. As long as the Ha-
vana Government doesn't change
its policy towards us we won't
in any way change our policy
towards it. Havana hasn't taken
any steps, so relations with Cuba
remain frozen.

Of course, this is no longer the
insolent, arrogant language of those

2 Esteban Ventura was a soldier in Batista’s
police who operated in Havana. repres-
sing the antityrannical struggle, and
known for his cruclty toward the revo-
I]quﬁon)aries who fell into his hands. (Ed

ole,
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who one day sought to bring us to
our knees; today they are almost
longing for a gesture from Cuba.
But, Mister .Nixon — and we say
this with the frankness typical of
this Revolution — there will be no
such gesture!

The imperialists have a long
string of responsibilities and debts
to our country and people. Even if
we don’t count what they did to us
from the time of the ‘War of Inde-

endence, with their opportunistic
intervention, their Platt Amend-
ment, their seizure of part of our
territory and wealth, the pillage to
which they subjected us for almost
60 years, what they have done to us
in recent years, after they deformed
the economy of our country, aYter
they made us completely dependent
on one crop with one market, then
deprived us of that sugar market
and, with that sugar quota as bait,
they went from country to country
bribing reacticnary and oligarchic
governments to vote against Cuba,

Behind all the OAS plots, behind
all.the agreements, besides the crim-
inality of Yankee policy, there is
the shameful corruption and incred-
ible bribery of the oligarchic gavern-
ments to which they gave the Cuban
sugar quota.

The Yankee imperialists. deprived
us of the raw materials we needed
for our industry, in many cases
where the technological process was
adapted exclusively to specific raw
materials; they deprived us of the
chance to obtain replacement parts
for our factories and transportation
equipment, most of which came
from the United States.

The imperialists forced us to pur-
chase products at a distance of 10 000
or 15000 kilometers so that even
with 52 cargo ships we can only
carry eight percent of the goods
which enter or leave our country.

The imperialists have persecuted
us everywhere, blocking our trade

24

operations and keeping us from sell-
ing our products, exerting their
influence in all countries where they
have interests — interests as buyers,
owners of factories, or political in-
fluence — blocking the sale of Cuban
products, nickel among them.

With their measures, the imperial-
ists have boycotted ships and made
it more expensive and difficult for
us to bring goods to our country.
The imperialists have forced us to
pay higl\:er prices, because a coun-
try in Cuba’s position had to go and
buy, often paying 20 to 30 percent
more for a given product.

During all these years the impe-
rialists and their agents have made
great efforts to bribe, seduce and
buy over the diplomatic and com-
mercial agents of Cuba.

During these years the imperial-
ists have engaged in a great deal
of espionage aclivily against us.

This without mentioning those
activities which they carried out
directly against us, the scores of
airdrops of weapons in the Escam-
bray Mountains, fomenting the ban-
dit struggle, which cost us hundreds
of lives and hundreds of millions;
the infiitrations; acts of sabotage;
incendiary fires such as that of El
Encanto Department Store, dyna-
mitings such as that of La Coubre;
dozens of piratical attacks; and all
kinds of crimes committed against
our country. And today we are com-
memorating the 10th anniversary of
the piratical and criminal attack at
Playa Giron.

Later the imperialists made us
live through the difficult days of
October. They mwoved their puppets
and their resources and promoted all
kinds of agreements against our
country.

We won’t forget that. Neither will
we forget the crimes perpetrated

against other sister nations; the ris-
torical crimes perpetrated against
Cuba and the historical crimes per-
petrated against other Latin-Amer-
ican countries; the historical crimes
perpetrated against Mexico, Central
America and the Dominican Re-
public!

We have not forgotten the murder
of Sandino — a historic crime — nor
the many murders, political murders
perpetrated on revolutionary lead-
ers,

Nor have we forgotten the con-
temporary crimes perpetrated by
the imperialists: the murder of Lu-
mumba; the massacres of Commu-
nists in Indonesia — the result of
CIA intrigue and conspiracy — the
murder of revolutionaries in Afri-
can countries.

We haven’t forgotten the recent
criminal intervention in the Domin-
ican Republic, where the imperial-
ists landed their troops, armed to
the teeth, to thwart the free deter-
mination of the Dominican people.

We haven't forgotten their crimes
against Korea. We haven't forgotten
their crimes against the Arab coun-
tries. We haven’t forgotten their
horrible cr.mes against the heroic
people of Viet Nam and the other
peoples of Indochina.

We baven’t forgotten the reac-
tionary coups in Argentina, Brazil
and other countries, with their af-
termath of bloody repression of
workers_ farmers and students, all
promoted by imperialism.

And that is the imperialism that
Mr. Nixon represents.

What kind of arrangement, what
kind of normal relations could there
be between a revolutionary country
such as Cuba, under the conditions
in which Cuba is developing, and
that Yankee imperialism and that
government of genocidal murderers,
that gendarme government, that

aggressive government?

To Mr. Nixon conciliation with
imperialism, or normal relations,
would mean that Cuba shouki
renounce its solidarity with the rev-
olutionary movements, the revolu-
tiorary peoples and the revolution-
ary governments. But Cuba will
never renounce — and we say this
once more — will never renounce
solidarity with the revolutionary
governments, revolutionary peoples
and revolutionary movements!

We have survived for ten years,
and we will survive as long as neces-
sary! We have resisted for ten years
— ever since Giron — and we will
resist as long as necessary!

We can afford the luxury of
scomning — and ] mean that exact-
ly, scorming, because, fortunately
for us, the imperialists themselves
prepared us for that — any type
of xelation with the imperialist gov-
ernmenrit of the United States; to
scorn relations with a government
of aggressors, with a government of
gerocidal murderers, with the im-
perialist government of an.empize
on ihe decline and defeated on every
international front.

This Revolution could only have
good relations with the imperialists
at the expense of surrender. And
this Revolution will never surren-
der!

There was a time when we were
in the Sierra Maestra, isolated and
fighting under difficult circum-
stances, and we kept up the strug-
gle, we held on and we emerged
viclorious.

Once our pecple attained power
and a new stage of the Revolution
was begun, the imperialists isolated
us, placed us in the same position
Batista had placed us in the Sierra
Maestra. We resisted in the past
and we will go on resisting. But
we are not alone ncw! Other peo-
ples are now embarked on the road
of revolution.
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Normal relations witk the impe-
rialists wculd mean renouancing our
elementary duties of solidarity with
the revolutionary peoples and move-
ments of Latin America.

Normal yelations with the impe-
rialists, who threaten our sister na.
tions, who threaten other revolu-
tions?

How could anybody think of
conciliation or normal rela:ions
with imperialism when we are
ready to fight shouider to shoulder
with our sister nations against thcse
imperialists and the mercenaries of
that imperialism? That is incon-
ceivable!

We would like o state our posi-
tion once more.

Some Latin-American govern-
ments have expressed in the OAS
their condemnation of the aggres-
sions perpetrated and the measures
adopted aga:nst Cuba. Chile's posi-
tion is clearly defined. Others have
called for an end to sanctions.
Sanctions against whom? Wha's
really the guilty party? Who should
be punished but the Yankee impe-
rialists and the puppet governments
who were their accomplices in the
aggressions against Cuba? We may
have been punished by that horde
of bandits but, morally, we have
never felt as if we have been
punished! Morally and historically,
they are the omly guilty pasties!
And, necdless to say, we are not
considering lifting — nor can anyone
else lift — the moral and historical
sanctions imposed on imperialism
and its henchmen. That is our posi-
tion.

The imperialists and their puppets
have been sentenced by history.

We believe that when the Gov-
ernment of Chile adopts the line of
waging a battle there it is acting
correctly. Within Chile's situation,
Chile is waging its battle in the
OAS, The Government of Chile has
not been ousted from the OAS, as

we were. We are cut of the OAS,
and we feel fine, really fine cut
of the OAS. We don’t have to ac-
count to either imperialism or the
OAS. We feel betier outside the
OAS than inside the OAS. We
feel more honored, less hampered,
happier and freer cutside the OAS
than inside the OAS!

Besides, how can we be admitted
to the OAS when we say that we
are on the side of the revolutionary
governments; when we say that the
OAS is nothing but a dsgusting,
discredited cesspool; when, in addi-
tion to saying that the nzme OAS
makes our people vomit, we say
that we have supported, now sup-
port and will continue to support
the revolutionary movements in La-
tin America? We do not belong, ror
wil]l we ever belong to the OAS!

One day we said, "All right, if
they want us in the OAS let them
kick out the imperialists and their
puppets first.” But the fact is that,
historically, the OAS must disap-
pear, because the OAS in itself is
a historical expression of the degree
of balkanization ard division that
the imperialists have introduced in
Latin America; the fact is that no
such thing as an Organization of
American — or Latin-American —
States should exist, but rather a
Union of Americar States. Union,
nct Organization! And for unity to
exist there must first be a revolu-
tion in every country in Lalin
America

Unity will not come about by
agreement, at a predetermined date
or hour, It will be a historical proc-
ess to the extent that awareness of
this phenomenon is acquired, to the
extent that the peoples liberate
themselves and to the extent to
which they realize that only one
truth exists for our peoples: that




the only future there is lies in unity,
and that salvation can only be found
through unity.

It will be a long historical proc-
ess, one of partial economic integra-
tions, until one day — and this is
a law of history — we will belong
to the Union of the Peoples of La.
tin America, an economic and polit-
ical union of the Latin-American
peoples.

Today, distances no longer exist.
It takes considerably less time to
go from Havana to Buenos Aires
— three, four times less time —
than it took to go from Santiago de
Cuba to Havana at the beginning
of the century. Distance is a thing
of the past. The present means of
communication are simply fabulous.
Moreover, tradition and a commu-
nity of culture, language and inter-
ests inexorably promote unity
among our peoples.

The Bolshevik Revolution was an
extraordinary historic event, the
most extraordinary event of this
century and perhaps of this millen-
nium. Now, then, the Revolution
took place in an immense couniry
of 170 million inhabitants and of
vast, incalculable resources.

Had the Bolshevik Revolution
taken place in Byelorussia, in one
of the many nationalities, of the
many small nationalities that today
make up the Soviet Union, that
revolutionary process, that historic
event would not have had the
enonmous transcendence it had, and
still has today, which makes pos-
sible the development of vast cco:
nomic resources, which makes pos-
sible the development of vast mili-
tary resources to face the impertalist
menace, which makes possible
a gigantic technological development
that, in turn, has made it possible
to conquer space, struggle against
imperialism and defeat it in the
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struggle for the conquest of space.

Yankee imperialism is, of all
things, our next.door neighbur, prac-
tically side by side with us. It has
exerted its influence on our future
for 200 years and continues to exert
a decisive, crushing influence in the
future of our peoples to the extent
that we are incapable of uniting.

Therefore, by a law of history,
our peoples are bound to become
united, and that will be the task
of the Latin-American revolutiona-
ries, the task of the future genera-
tions. 1t would be nothing out of
the ordinary if even our children
were to get to know that event, to
experience that reality, a reality
inexorably indicated by history.

That is why we must inculcate
future generations with that aware-
ness; we must develop, as broadly
as possible, that kind of irterna-
tionalist as well as Latin-American-
ist feeling, a feeling that was ex-
pressed by the blood donations to
the people of Peru; a feeling that
is expressed by our willingness to
struggle side by side with the people
of Chile, simply because such feel-
ings are imbedded in our minds, our
hearts and our blood.

Qur country has had the privilege
of being the first, the privilege of
being able to delve deep into its
political cdnscience, into its revolu-
tionary conscience. Our country is
invested with a great responsibility;
it is the responsibility of our future
generations to follow the trail
blazed in our struggles for inde-
pendence, the frail blazed by Marti
in Dos Rios, to follow the trail
blazed by the fighters and heroes of
Giron, to follow the road laid down
by the realities in which we live, to
follow the road laid down by the
laws of history.

That is why we believe that this
10th anniversary of Giron already
marks a qualitative change in the

Latin-American situation. And it
should alsc mark a qualitative
change :r. the development cf our
internationalist awazeness. in the
develogment of our Latir-Amer.can
awareness. We should point our
education in that direction, wre
should also oriert our cultaral
movement in that direction and we
must begin by orienting 3ll our
training and the training of !uiure
generations as well as that o our
present generation of childrer in
that direction.

Thereicre, we commemorate this
J0th anniversary of Giron within
the context ef growth in the revo-
lutionary movement and »f a wave
of revolutionary radicalization in
Latin America; this commemorstion
takes place ata time when Cuba is no
longer alone; at a time when cther
peoples are following the same road;
at a time when the struggle for the
Jiberation of the peoples is on the
rise and when the tasks that await
our people are clearly perce:ved.
We commemorate the victory of
Giron w:ith the enormous satisfac-
tion of having with us the repve-
sentative of a sister nation, a symbol
to which is added the representative
of other revclutionary peoples, such
as that of our sister nation the
German Democratic Republic, in
the persan of its Minister of Deferse,
and the representative of the heroic
Vietnamese fighters.

Our Armed Forces arnd all our
fighters, all our peonple, must con-.
tinue to make their greatest effort,
as they have always dore, constant-
ly improving themselves in both
the technological and the political
fields. Let us keep in mind that it
is now our duty to prepare our-
selves not only for our own sake,
not only to defend our homeland
— let's say our first homeland,
Cuba — tut, also to express our
solidarity, wherever it becomes nec-
essary, with respect to the peoples

of Latin America.

Our Armed Forces have acquired
a broad mas‘ery in the use of their
weapons and have developed ex-
cellent educational institutions. We
have had the opportunity to make
progress in that field. And, doubt-
less, in that field, we will have to
give technical assistance to other
revolutionaries in Latin Amenca,
to give them our support, and to
provide therr with our technolog!cal
support, also.

It is quite possible that, in the
future, there will be students from
other revolutionary countries in
Latin America studying in these
institukons. \We're sure of that!
That is why when we see how the
Military Technological Institute and
other schools go-on developing we
think that they should develop not
only for the Cubans but also for
the Latin Americans.

And as fsr as Latin America is
concerned, any time that other rev-
olutionary sister nations ask for aid,
they will have it: whether it's tech-
nical aid, as technicians or as sol-
diers, even as soldiers! And we wil
do this as the most sacred of all
duties, as fighters.

Therefore, Comrade Volodia Tei-
telboim, please tell the Chilean peo-
ple, People’s Unity and the Govern-
ment headed by Salvador Allende
that — selflessly, fraternally, with
the spirit of Giron — any time it
becomes necessary they can count
on our sugar and any time it be-
comes necessary they can count on
our blood and any time it becames
necessary they can count on our
lives

Viva the heroes of Giron!

Viva proletarian internationalism!

Viva the solidarity with the peo-
ples of Latin America!

Patria o Muerte!

Venceremos!




30

R e
s Viet Nam, 197133
N Nauyen Minh Phuong

‘“Nothing fs more precious than independence and liberty.” ‘Make any sacrifice
rather than lose the country and live as slaves.” These words are a Rood sum-
mary of President Ho Chi Minh's legacy to the Vietnimese pocple. Written ¢n
their battle flage, they are the irrenouncible motto of their herolc struggle. No
people have had to face so many aggressiona. have !ought s0 much nor pald
30 dearly for the right to live in dignity. From 1865 to ‘he present alone, Yankee
genocide has cost more than 1100000 victims — 328000 dead — out of the
South Vietnamese civillan population. But far from breaking their resistance
it has only szucceeded in further rekindling their fighilzg will and thelr deciston
to expel the last aggressor from Vietnamese territory.

On the occasion of the pubdblication, in the United States, of the so-called secret
Pentagon documents, and the Seven-Point Peace Proposal of the delegation of
the Provisional Revolutionary Government of Soutk Viet Nam, we presented
a questionnalre t0 the Ambsssador of the Provisional Revolutionary Govern-
ment of South Viet Nam i{n Cuba, Comrade Nguyen Minh Phuong, whose
answers give us a summary picture of the preseat situation of the confitct,
in both ita civiian and military aspects, as well as the political plahe on the
international scale.

It {s worthwhile reiterating the firm and fighting adherence of OSPAAAL and
all the peoples and organizations belonging to it, to tke patriotic and dignified
struggle which the Vietnamese people have carried out from the first barricade
against North American imperfalism end its reactionary accoroplices. Viet Nam
wlill be free, will have its independence, won through the courage and sacrifice
of its +vns. The legacy of Ho Chi Minh wlll be fulfillad, Viet Nam is wiaaing.
And will win!

Liberatec Zonee

AT pRERENT OUR liberated zones stretch from the mountains to
the plains, from the countryside to the citles, including four fifths
of the territory and more than three fourths of the population
of South Viet Nam, The US news agency UP], in a dispatch dated

April 4, 1965, complained that a "“red strip [i.e. the liberated zones]
appears as a bloody wound on the South Viemamese military
map.” That bloody wound spread so quickly that nime months
later, in January 1966, General Wheeler, head of the Joint Chiefs
of Staif of the United States Armed Forces, was forced to admit
that "}hree fourths of South Viet Nam is already under Vietccng
control.”

Revolutionery power has been set up in six large cities; Saigon,
Hue, D2 Nang, Can Thio, My Tho, Dalat, and in #4 provinces, 182
regions and over 1500 willages of South Viet Nam. {n addition to
the central governmeunt, there are four committees representing
the Provisional Revolutionary Government in four zones of South
Viet Nam; central, southern and western Trung Bo, and central
Nam Bo. The piestige of revolutionary power increases from day
to day.in both the cities and the rural areas. The people have
growing confidence in the correct line and policies of the PRG;
in defending revolutionary powes, they are determined to fight
to defeat the puppet regime a1 1he service of US aggression.

Fducation has been developed even in regions where the fight-
Ing is bloodiest. For exiample, in Cua Chi, Trang Bang, 1cng An,
treated by the enemy as ‘‘target areas,” more than 6000 children
attend school Despite the constant enemy destructiom, in total
we have more than 6900 prunary schools with over half a mi)-
lion pupils. The numbter of secondary and preuniversity schools
grows by ihe day. The new educaton and culture has given
17 ethnic minorities wrritten alphabets. [n public health, there
are 2 numbder of highly efficient services from the central
level 10 the villages and hamlets. Most regions have a pharma-
ceutical laborasory, infumaries and a clinic of 20 to 30 beds.
There are six medical assistanis’ schools and a higher level med-
ical school in the lidbe:rated zones. In addition 10 a growing
number of physicians and medical assistants trained in these
schocls, each village has 10 to 30 public health activists. Some
provinces have three polyclinic-iype hospitals, The production of
medical supplies has been stepped up from the central level to the
base to supply the population and the combatants with many
necessary kinds of iraditional and Western medicines.

The new life, healthy and replete with revolutionary energy,
is a reality In 8ll parts of the liberated countryside of Scuth
Viet Nam.

The struggle for survival in the face of bloody warfare is not
sufficient; a solid rear guard must be bulit up, with sufficient
firmness in all aspzcts 10 be able to carry on the prolonged war
of resistance until final victory. Hence, one of the basic policies
of the National Liberation Front and the Provisional Revolution-
ary Governmen: of the Republic of South Viet Nam is the distri-
bution of lJand to the pessants. Seven years ago the British weekly
Trlbune wrete (March 6, 196t): "The Vietcong are winning be-
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cause they have offered the peasants what they most wanted: the
land.” Thus far about two million out of the 35CG0000 hectares
of arable land in Scuth Viet Nam have been distributec to the
peasants. Visal manufacturing, such as textiles. sugar, salt and
domestic utensils, is being carried out all over. Happy at having
land and sure of the correct revolutionary line of the NLF¥ an

the PRG, the peasants are joining the Association of Peasants
for the Liberation of South Viet Nam, and together with other
sectcrs of the population, are building up the liberated zone,
striving to supply in a more efficient way the human and material
resources needed so the combatants can deieat the Yankee ag-
gressors.

To conduct people’'s war, there myst be a soli¢, strong and
organized rear guard. The rear guard is an imgortant factor in
obtaining victory, since it is tlfe supply source of people and
material for the war, and of political encouragement for the front.
Without a sohd and strong rear guard, the front cannot win.

This is a law for all wars. Therefore, our people of South Viet
Nam, who began the struggle emptyhanded, without even a piece
of liberated land, under the conditions of a small. underpoputated
and economically backward country, have now established the
bas2s for a solid rear guard so as to defeat the enemy.

Since the years prior to the general offensive and simultaneous
uprisings in the spring of 1968, in addition to the vas! liberated
areas where not even a shadow of the enemy was to be found,
there have been others that still contained enemy pockets. Of
course, these pockets did not control the population but on the
contrary were isolated by the PLAF's ‘“Yankee annihilation
strips.” Since the spring 1968 actions, the liberated zones have
spread to the interior of the cities and drawn clos2 to the military
bases and other places the enemy considered most secure.

The watchwords:.'cadres rooted in the people, the people rooted
to the land,” and "“combatants in pursuit of the enemy to strike
down and annihilate him"; the movements: ‘“Women of Five
Achievements,” “Pioneers with Four Interests” and "Youth of
Five Pledges”; all are with the frent lines'and for victory over the
Yankee aggressors. Numerous heroic men and women have arisen
in the course of combat: they are self-sacrificing in work and lead
exemplary lives, with all the virtues of the Vietnamese, and filled
with complete confidence in the final victory of the revolution.
That iz .he solid, indestructible political base of the population in
the South Vietnamese liberated zones.

Yankee Crimes

'The liberated zones arc the support base of the South Vietnamese
revolution, but th2y are also the target of bombings, shellings and
the spread of toxic chemical substances by the Yankees and their
puppets, with the express purpose of exterminating our populaiion.
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The Yankees and their puppets do not dare send their infantry
forces into the liberated zones; rather they use all kinds of aircraft,
including the B-52s, to carry out saturation bambing, and at times
they send 1500 to 2000 missions a day over densely populated areas.
In the Cu Chi district, for example, every hectare of land has been
struck by an average of 24224 enemy bombs and mortar shells.
Every square kilometer of territory has received 15 tons of Yankee
bombs. In many regions life has been complstely wiped ocut. The
slaughters and levelings of entire villages are countless: examples
are Son My with 500 victims, Chau Doc with 820, Ba Lang with
1509, Ben Tre w.th 3000 and Reach Gia with 367, all of them at the
hands of Yankee and puppet troops. According to statistics of
the United States Senate refugee committee published March 16,
1971, between 1965 and the present, US troops have taken a toll
of more than 1 100 000 victims among the South Vietnamese civilian
population, including 325000 dead. The Yankee planes, including
the B-52s, have bomied the cities themselves, even as close as 15
or 20 kilometers from Saigon, shaking the headquarters of the
Yankee governor general in South Viet Nam. According to figures
from the US Senate Foreign Affairs Committee, which are incom-
plete, US planes have dropped over Indochina a total of over five
and a half million tons of bombs — that is, twice that of the Second
World War. In the first half of 1971, the US Government allotted
$ 400 000 for the construction of 250 “tiger cages” in the Paulo
Condor prison. At present more than 400000 people are interned io
the jails and prisons built by the Yankees in South Viet Nam.

However, neither the huge amounts of bombs, the terror and
repression, the prisons of the Yankees and their puppets have been
able to shake the iron will of the South Vietnamese people or intim-
idate the pcpulation of the liberated zones. Combat villages appear
all over like needles in the enemy’s eyes. In the villages close to
the eneny military posts and bases, the local population organizes
sniper networks to keep the enemy soldiers from making sorties,
and to defend its production. ’lyhus, 1t is prepared to repel
enemy cleanup operations.

Military Situation

In the first months of the year, with the aim of applying the
strategy of “Vietnamization'' of the war, the US imperialists and
their lackeys conducted several local offensives aimed at attaining
a position of strength on the battlefield. With 2 maximum of effort,
they have put into practice various large-scale military plans
during this decisive period for their ““Vietnamization™ strategy.
‘Ewo big operations were carried cut simultancously with the aim
of obtaining a decisive victory and thus showing the capacity of
the Sa'gon puppet army as the backbone of the “Vietnamized" war.

On Route 9 and the south of Laos — the main direction — the
US used puppet strategic mobile forces, with heavy equipment,

and maxTaum ccoperation with US air and land forces; in north-
western Cambeodia all the puppet forces beloaging o the Third
Arxy Ccrps ard othe: main puppet units, with active US air and
artillery suppoct. However, cantrary to the ambitious objec‘ives
set forth by the US, both operations culmirated in disastrous
failures.

They were great dbaitles of anmihilation; not only did the adven-
fucons US plans Fall apaxt but they were also defeated in many
kinds of weapons and tactics that were the object of frequent
boasts on the pazt o the Yankees. The units of the puppet army
that wzze considered the best prepared were surrounded, split and
wiped out. The few who managed to escape became effective
propagandists of the frightful beating they received it the hands
of {he liberation armed [onces, a defeat which shook all of South
Viet Nam._

Thus, these kig operations werze aborted and their strategic
aims defeated; maximum US military efforts met with serious
defeat.

N2anwhbile in all of South Viet Nam, from the northern prdvince
of Quang Tri, Thua Thien, E{ue to the Mekong Delta and the west-
ern highlands, the people’s war took on greater strength, dealing
thz enemy “rural pacification” program new failuces.

The great victiries obteined by the army ard pecple of South
Viet Namr: so fax this year have an important stratzgic meaning,
both fromm the military and political standpoints. Thoese victories
crea‘e the new conditions allowing the anti-Yarkee resistance war
for national salvation to reach a new level in order to totally
defzat the US strategy of “Vietnamization’’ of the war.

After the Route § debacle, the Saigon pupp:t army went into
a tailspin. None of the efforts of the Yankee aggressors to pull
it up again will succeed. Thal armny is evidently exhaustad, plunged
into passivity; although it must fight on many fronts at the
same time, it Is unable to conduct large-scale operations. The
annilulaiion of entire batialions and even regiments and tactical
groupings of the puppet army, the chaotic flight, leaving behind
tanks, armored cars and artillery, are to be seen in the three
battlefields of South VYiet Nam, Laosand Cambodia. That decadence
of the puppet army is mnost clearly manifested in the following:

1) the mobile troops of the puppet army are filled with defeat-

s, 3

2) desertion, self.inflicted irjuries, at times with the aid of fel-

low soldiers, violen! internal fights, are frequent among the pup-

pet troops;

3) many units and garrisons of the puppet army refuse to carry

out orders to go into operations;

4) the antiwar wave grows constantly, and riots are increas-

ingly frequent.

The grow.ng moral decay of the Saigon puppet army, especially




after its strategic reverse, has seriously limited its combat capacity.
It is still numerous but its disintegraticn ras already begun<t>
Le felt in the elite sector, and most :mportant, in the gensrel
s.rategic resceve [oxces.

And :he US troops?

Up to the start cf 1471, according to the famous Nixon plaa
fos troop withdrawzl — mcre advertised than applied — the U3
expeditionars army in Scuth Viet Nam consisted <f over 330 00)
troops and a vast amount of materials, Accozding to reports from
Western sourcess, ezxly in 19:1 the US still had in South V:et Nam
57 artillery battalions, 12 armored battalions and ciovse o 350)
planes of difterent Rinds, vithout including these stationed in the
Seventh Fleet and the B-32; that take an aciive part in the war
However, their coxrbat effcacy had visibly fallen off. The US
forces showed they aere :mpotent in their role of support for the
pa t army.

Many of the imgcriant US military bases have deen hit hard,
with ‘“‘very serious Losses” and with a “greater number of casual-
tiess” (to quote the US military command in Saigon). For example,
the bases o1 Sa Dec, Con Thien, Da Nang, Qui NXon, Ca Ranh,
declared “‘inviolable” by the Yankees, have been attacked with
frequency. The Dong Tri base, “top secret'’ and equipped with
electronic dev:ces advle to detect the slightest enemy movement
also fell into the hands of tae PLAF.

Moreover, exhausiion. hatred for the war, defeatism angd the
desire to go home aze enuvelcping the Yankee expeditionary army
like a dense fog. But that is not all. The marihuana ep:demic i
spreading 2t an alarming rate in the US army. Seventy percent
of the US suldiers use drugs, and 100 000 of them 8re heading for
a slow death due to thatl vice (The New York Times, May 16
1971).

The morale of the US army is worse than that of its puEIPetx
and its discipiine is even locser. It is unable to defend itself. Thus
it cannot carry out its rale of mcral and practical support {or the
puppel army, as its superiors pretend. The ogerations on Route S
in the western highlands and i1n Snoul, Cambodia. have showi
that both the puppet and US troops are hard it and always ready
to flee chaotically without Jending support to eath other

Fortheir part, during the first half of 197), the army and people
of South Viet Nam, developing even fucther their victoricus posi-
tion, have maintained a constant offensive against the enemy
and obtained many victories, the majorily after the spring 1968
general offenswve and simultaneous risings. By inflicting a hard
blow against the US ‘“Vietnamization” policy, these victories
assume great military and pclitical meaning, They have given
the South Vietnam:se pcople’s anti-Yankee resistance war [or
natlional salvation a new impetus toward achieving the total defeat
of Yankee impzrialien’s Vietnamization strategy.
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international Support and Solidarity with Viet Nam

While the Yankee imperialists and their lackeys find themsalves
Increasingly isolated, the pres‘ige of the people, the NLF and
the PRG of South Viet Nam is greater than ever in the interna-
tfonal arena. A broad international front has been created on all
tontinents, even in the US itself, to offer moral, pslitical and
materlal support to the heroic struggle of the Vietnamese people
and ogpose the aggressive policy of Yankee imperialism. So far
the PRG of the Republic of South Viet Nam has been officially
recognized by 27 countries, and it maintains diverse degrees of
relations with 50 others. More than 200 delegations of our govern-
ment have gone abroad to make friendship visits or take part in
international, regional and national events, in both socialist and
capitalist countries, including the UK, Italy, West Ge:rmany
and Canada. The correct position maintained by the NLF and the
PRG for the peaceful solution of the Viet Nam problem expressed
in their Five-Point Declaration, their Ten-Point Global Solution,
their proposals of eight, three and recently seven points, have
met with warm approval on the part of the peoples and govern-
ments of many countries, including a large part of the people and
some political circles of the US, which consider them important
peace initiatives opening the way for the solution of the Viet
Nam war.

The Seven-Point Proposal formulated July 1, 1971, by the PRG
shows once again the South Vietnamese people’s desire for peace,
their readiness to open the way for the US to free itself in a
decorous manner from this war, so costly in human lives and
materials, and to respond to the desire of the US people for the
rapid return cf their sons, the end of the burden of the war and
the use of the war budget to improve their own lives.

The neyative attitude te the Scven-Point Peace Initiative, the
White Hcuse and Pentagon statements and &ctions, reflect the stub-
born position and the warlike, aggressive nature of the US Govern-
ment in the Viet Nam problem. The Yankee imperialists have
suffered their worst blows in Viet Nam over the past decade and
more. The different strategies applied by Eisenhower, Kennedy
and Johnson were buried in Viet Nam. Nixon's “Vietnamization"
of the war is being defeated. The US position of strength is weaken-
ing, the so-called “prestige” of the %S has fallen apart. For the
first time in its 200-year history, that empire has been placed in
a tough spot in all ways by a small country.

The “secret” Pentagon documents recently published by the US
{)Jress have revealed the polis‘)/ and activities carried out by the

S in its aggression against Viet Nam, starting with World War
II and during the terms of five presidents: Truman, Eisenhower,
Kennedy, Johnson and now Nixon. The disclosure of the unsavory
acts of the US Government in South Viet Nam rtefutes all the
false arguments that this imperialist government has used, such

as tnat the “US is defending peace and freedom.” that it 1s in
South Viet Nam tv “a:d the pcople to fight aggression,” that
“North Vie1 Narn is warlike ard rigid” wh.le the US Government
is "sensible and peage-loving!’ The official US Government doc-
uments reveal 1t as it is: an imperialist, colonialist government,
the most cnminal and daagerous in history. Although the ‘“sécret
documents” contayn two and a half million words, they reflect
only a part of the savage crimes of the Yankee imperialists in the
aggvsession against Viet INam, the longest and most repulsive in US
histcry. The Yankee aggressoss, with their businessman’s mentality,
have estirmated: “Of the total effort in V.et Nam, 70% is due to
the needs of US giobsl strategy and 30% 1o the desire to keep
South Viet Nam out of cornmunist hairds.” This shows the impor-
tant place of the Viet Nam war in the US plan of aggression in
Asia and to take over the world. {t also explains why the Yankee
impenialists, despite iheir serteus failures, stubbornly cling to
South Viet Nam and oppose the independence, sovereignty and
terrttonal integrity of Viet Nam.

If the Nixon war cligue does not reach the necessacy conclusions
from the strength and determimation of the South Vietnamese
people, and contimues its policy of aggression, thz people of South
Viet Nam will continue struggling to casry out to the fullest the
teachings of Presideni Ho Chy Minh: “Sc long as a single aggressor
remains in our countiy, we must continue the fight until he is
threwn out’”” ‘“Nothing s more precious than independence and
f;-ccdom." “Sacrifice all befoce losing our country and living as
slaves.”

The people of South Viet Nam have been {fighting for more
than a quarter of a certury for their fundamental national rights
and their right tn self-deterinination. They, more than anyone,
need peace, but 1t must be a peace with genuine independence
and liberiy. In order 1o obtain a lasting peace in Viet Nam, the
US must put an end to its aggression and intervention — thot is,
it must solve twc impcrtant questions:

1) set a time limit for the fuil withdrawal from South Viet
Nam of all its troops and those of its allies, with no strings
attached;
2) renounce all support for the present warlike pcwer group
In Saigon headed by Nguven Van Thicu, and all the deceitful
maneuvers, including ‘the present electoral ones, aimed at keep-
ing that group in power, so that the South Vietnamese people
can solve their domestic 2ffairs themselves without for2ign
interference, such as is stated in the Seven-Point Initiative of
the PRG of the Republic of South Viet Nam.

The people of Sou:h Viet Nam, determined to fight and win,
will tenaciously struggle to attain {inal victory, unti] the. Yankee
aggressors admit defea: and accept a solution based on respect
for their basic national rights and their right to self-determination.




Unique Ireland

O~ SerreMeEr 1, 1913, Lenin wrote:

In Dublin, the capital of Ireland
— a city of not a highly industrial
type, with a population of , half
a million — the class struggle,
which permeates the whole life
of capitalist society everywhere,
was becoming accentuated to the
point of class war. The police
have positively gone wild; drun-
ken policemen assault peaceful
workers, break into houses, tor-
ment the aged, women and chil-
dren. Hundreds of workers (over
400) have been injured and two
killed — such are the casualties
of this war. All prominent leaders
of the workers have been arrest-
ed. People are thrown into prison
for making the most aceful
speeches. The city is like an
armed'camg.

This remarkable description ap-
plies today almost verbatim — with
only a couple of exceptions — to
Belfast, Ireland’s second city and
the scene of sporadic urban warfare
for the past two years.

In recent years, among Western
capitalist countries, only the black
liberation movement in the United
States and the May-June 1968 events
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in France have received the world-
wide attention accorded the rev-
olutionary movement in Ireland. But
the Irish struggle bears few re-
semblances to those of black Amer-
ica or the French workers and stu-
dents; the former is a culmination of
eight centuries of anticolonia] strug-
gle, including armed. struggle. As
Britain's first colony, Ireland was
the first country to develop a na-
tional liberation movement. Ireland
was studied in detail by Marx and
Engels, and the latter began a
never-to-be-completed history of
that country. Lenin watched Ire-
land clocely and gathered from its
struggle many lessons for his teach-
ings on the national question and
the right of nations to self-deter-
mination. Ireland’s strategic posi-
tion moved Lenin to write of the
1916 Irish rebellion:
The struggle of the oppressed
nations in Rurope, a struzggle ca-
pable of going to the length of
insurrection and street {ighting,
of breaking down the iron disci-
pline in the army and martial law,
will sharpen 1the revolutlionary
crisis in Europe infinitely more
than a much more developed re-
bellion in a remote colony. A
blow delivered against British
imperialist bourgeois rule by a
rebellion in [reland is of a hun-

dred times greater political mg-

nificance than a blow ol egual

weight in Asia or in Africa.

Whether leain’s estimite still
holds to the same extemt is, of
course, subject to debate, but what
cannot be disputed is that Ireland,
unique today in Burope, remains in
struggle for its national liberation.

An historical overview is neeces-
sary to place that struggle in per-
spectlive.

Dating from 1155, when Pope
Adrian 1V, an Englishman, granted
Ireland “as an inheritance’’ to Eng-
land’s Xing Henry [I, tke spirit of
revolusion has gripped the Irish
nation. [t was an Inshman, James
Joyce, who szid that history was
a nightmare he was lrying to wake
from, and the past 800 years have
seen much of Ireland, fully awake,
try to drive that nightmare from its
shores.

Eight centuries ago, in {169, the
English first began their empire by
invading Ireland. It may prove one
of history’s ixonies should Ireland
bring the final sunset to Pax Bini-
tanie. By the time James [ took the
throne in 1603, a dozen Iwish upris-
ings had already been suppressed,
especially in Ulster, the northeast
quarter of Ireland. Ulstermen were
fierce in fighting the lish. but
after defeat they were forced to
move south and their land was
given awey for as little as a few
cents an acre to Scotsmnen crossing
over the St. George’s Channel.
These Scotsmen pacifying the North,
were kin 10 those colonizing Noxth
Americs, particularly in the South,
with guns and bibles. They sided,
of course, with Protestant William
of Orange in his war for the British
crown with Catholic James [1. Cath-

olics forced {rom tkeir !and rose up
10 slaughter the settlers, as tkeir
North American [ndian counter-
parts were doing, and with much
the seme results. In 1689, the ap-
prentice boys of Derry (still refer-
1ed to today by the British as Lon-
donderry) clased the gates of the
city to the Catholics, to insare
Billy's defea1 of James at the Boyne
River. By ‘hen, less than 5% of
Ireland’s 20 million acres were still
in Catholic hands. The Irish were
tenants of English and Protestant
landlords. When William won, eco-
nomic explo:tation of the South of
Ireland began in earnest.
Economic motives replaced reli-
gion, as England, by exporting its
industrial revolution to Ulster oxly,
made the rest of lreland poorer and
accentuated the differences with the
North. Peculiarly, it was in the
North that the first conscious Irish
Tepublican movement began, QCut-
side Belfast, Wolfe Tone, a Protes-
tant, formed the United Irishmen,
which was ¢losely associated with
the Freemasons — in fact, many
Masonic lodges served as revolution-
ary committees. Under the influ-
ence of the North American and
French Revolutions, the United
Irishmen rose against the crown in
1798, as Wolfe Tone announced: “We
must replace the names of Cathclic,
Protestant and dissenter with the
common name of Irishman,” Not
since then, until” recently, has the
ossibility arisen for Catholics and
testants to fight in common
against British domination.
English imperialist control of
ireland had its predictable resuits.
With an absentee landlord class in




ownership, the country was reduced
to a one-crop economy. Disaster hit
in 1845-50 with the great potato
famine. Not until six million Jews
and 20 million Soviet citizens per-
ished under-Nazi onslaughts did a
European nation suffer as did Ire-
land in that period. Ireland had a
population of eight million when the
famine began; when it was over
only half that number remained.
One million had perished and three
million had emigrated.

Repression in the homeland forced
the Fenian (Irish republican) move-
ment to organize in secret. In the
campaign against the brutal treat-
ment of Fenian political prisoners,
the International Workingmen'’s As.
sociation played a leading part.
Marx's daughter, Eleanor Aveling,
publicized to the world the condi-
tions under which the prisoners
were forced to live. At the end of
the 19th century, the Irish Repub-
lican Brotherhood was formed. Its
object: independence through “phys-
ical force” — the term used in Ire-
land for armed struggle. Simulta-
neously, cultural organizations like
the Gaelic League, built to maintain
[rish traditions against British “cul-
tural impecialism,” gave rise to Sinn
Fein, originally a parliamentary or-
ganization for Home Rule.

When, in 1912, Britain's Liberals
got Home Rule passed by the House
of Commons. the House of Lords,
under Conservative influence, cor-
rectly understood that to lose Ire-
land meant the beginning of dis-
solution of the empire. Morzaover,
Irish Home Rule spelled defeat for
conservative  Ulster Protestants,
whose industries were financed
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from lLondon. The Orange Orxder,
named {or William of Orange, had
long been (and remains today) the
dominani political organization
among reactionary Protestant Ul-
stecrmnen With the threat of Home
Rule, Randolph Churchill, tather of
Sir Winston, announced that ‘“the
Orange card is the one to play.”
Heeding the call, some 200000
Ulstermen pledged to use “all
means” to defeat Home Rule, which
to them meant “Rome Rule.” Llord
Randolph, minor poet as well as
politician of similar dimensions,
cried: “Ulster will fight, Ulster will
be ri%ht." Armed gangs of Union-
ists (the political party run by the
Orange Order) formed the Ulster
Volunteers to resist Home Rule by
force. Using smuggled German
arms, the Volunteers attempted to
set up a provisional government in
the nine counties of Ulster. British
Tories offered their full support.

In 1910, James Connolly returned
to Ireland from New York, where
he had organized the Irish Socialist
¥ederation. He soon became the
genera} secretary of the Irish Trans-
port and General Workers' Union
which he had helped to organize.
Connoliy's trade union movement
formned the Irish Citizens Army to
defend striking workers from police
attacks, like that described above by
Lenin and to fight for an indepen-
dent socialist Irish Workers’ Repub-
tic. This was the first Workers' Ar-
my in Western Europe in the 20th
century. Meanwhile, the Irish Re
publican Brotherhood, in response
to the Ulster Volunteers, was orga-
nizing its own [rish Volunteers, with
help from the Irish in the United
States. When the First World War
broke cut. Unionists in the North




rushed to support the British Crown.
Some Sinn Feiners argued that the
Irish Volunteers should join British
forces. Rebuffed, they attempted to
form the National Volunteers, which
lasted only a bit longer than the
CIA ‘‘volunteers” at Playa Giron a
half-century later. The whole of
Connolly's Citizens’ Army and the
12000 Irish Volunteers refused to
join Britain, on the premise that,
“We serve neither King nor Kaiser,
but Ireland.” British conscription of
the Irish was never attempted, Con-
nolly’s attitude toward the imperial-
ist war, like Lenin's, was unambig-
uous. Just a few days after Britain’s
entrance he wrote:

Should the working class of
Europe, rather than slaughter
each other for the benefit of kings
and financiers, proceed tomorrow
to erect barricades all over Eu-
rope, to break up bridges and
destroy the transport service that
war might be abolished, we
should be perfectly justified in
following such a glorious ex-
ample and contributing our aid
to the final dethronement of the
vulture classes that rob and rule
the world.

In 1916, the Irish Republican
Brotherhood and her military or.
ganizations, the Irish Volunteers
and the Citizens Army, proclaimed
the founding of the Provisional Gov-
ernment of the Irish Republic. As
bells tolited, bringing the faithful
to mass that Easter, thunderous ex-
plosions shook the streets of Dublin
The Union Jack was lowered at the
post office, the tricolor Republican
flag raised in its place. The Easter
Rising was on, under the military
leadership of James Connolly. A
week later. the flower of Republican
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youth lzy dead in the streets, its
leadership executed by the colonial
troops. After holding superior Brit-
ish forces at bay for a week Con-
noliy was wounded. Propped up in
bed for court-martial, he was shot
sitting in a chair on May 12, 1916.
He remains today Ireland’s most
important revolutionary martyr.
The Easter Rising was the {irst
armed struggle in Europe since the
Moscow Uprising 1) years earlier. [t
is not without significance that Con.
nolly's first military writing was an
examination of the Moscow battle.
Nor is it unimportant that both
uprisings were condemned by Euro-
pean socialists as “putsches” and
defended against that charge by
Lenin. Unfortunately Connolly did
not have access to Lenin's article on
“The Lessons of the Moscow Upris-
ing,” in which he writes:
Military tactics depend on the
level of military technique. This
plain truth was ‘dinned into the
ears of Marxists by Engels. Mil-
itary technique now is not the
same as it was in the middle of
the 19th century. It would be
follr for crowds to contend
against artillery and defend bar-
ricades with revolvers.
New tacties were evolved from the
Moscow Uprising: “These tactics
were the tactics of guerrilla war-
fare. The organization which such
tactics demanded is that of mobile
and exceedingly small detachments:

ten-, three-, or even two-man de-,

tachments.” Lenin warned against
“ignoring the new question of tactics
and organization called forth by
street fighting under the conditions
imposed by modern military tech-

nique.” In any case, Connolly, Ire-
land’s greatest Marxist who alurays
saw the need to conterd for power,
subscribed in his writings and his
life’s work to Engels’ dicturn that
“fighting 18 to war what cash pay-
ment is to trade.”

Lerin devoted much attention fo
the Irish rising of 1916 and the les-
sons he drew apply equally today,
a half-century later. He argued
against Trotsky’s contention that
“the basis for a natioma) revolution
has disappeared even in backward
Ireland.” Especially instructive for
today’'s struggles are Lenin's ob-
servations on the link between the
struggle in the colony and that of
the working class in the metropol-
itan country. He writes:

Britain largely based her “bril-

liant” economic development, the

“prosperity” oi her industry and

commerce ont [the destitution]

among the Irish peasantry. {...]

While Britain "flounished,” Ire-

land moved towards extinction

and remained an undeveloped,
half-wild, pucrely agrarian coun-

try, a land of poverty-stricken,

tenant facmers.
Lenin quotes Marx"s letter to
Engels of November 2, 1887, in
which Marx writes, ‘1l have done
my best to brin%about this demon-
stration of the English workers in
favor of Fenianism[.. ]}. I used to
think the separation of Ireland from
England impossible. [ now think it
inevitable...” Lenin was particu-
larly ccncerned with the question of
opportunism among the metropol-
itan working class movements. He
contrasts the “unskilled workers"
who are “so often cat off from the

advanced workers by that cursed
petty-bourgeois, liberal, arstocratic
spirit of the British skilled workers.”
Lenin writes:
Marx questions a Socialist belong-
ing to an oppressing nation about
his attitude to an oppressed nation
and at once reveals a d:fect
common to the Socialists of the
dominant nations (British and
Russian): failure to understand
their socialist duties towards the
downtrodden mnations, their echo-
ing of the prejudices acquired
from the “dominant-nation” bour-
geoisie.
And Lenir subscribes to Marx's
thoughts when the latter writes:
For a long time 1 believed that
it would be possible to overthrow
the Irish regime by English work-
ing-class ascendancy|...]. Deeper
study has now convinced me of
the opposite. The English work-
ing class will never accomplish
anything until it has got rid of
ireland(...]. English reactioa in

England had its roots{ ...] in the

subjugation of Ireland,

One of Lenin’s polemics on the
question concludes, “Should the
Irish and British proletariat not ac-
cept Marx's policy and make the
secession of [reland their slogan,
that would be the worst sort of op-
portunism. neglect of their duties as
democrats and socialists, and yield-
ing to British reaction and the Brit-
ish bourgeoisie.”

The crushing of the Easter Ris-
ing of 1916 far {rom ended the Irish
Republic. As the Moncada assault
on July 26. 1953, on first appear-
ance a defeat, in fact launched the
victorious Cuban Revolution, so the
Easter Rising gave birth to the po-
litical independence of most of Ire-
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land. By 1918, the Sinn Fein elected
70 of Ireland’s 105 members of the
British Parliament on a platform of
immediate independence. Refusing
to take their seats at Westminster,
the Sinn Feiners remained in Dublin
as the national assembly of an in-
dependent Irish Republic. They set
up the Dail Eireann (Irish Parlia-
ment) with its own courts and its
own army, the Irlsh Republican
Army (IRA).

For the next three years the IRA
waged full-scale guerrilla war
against the British. Because of the
large Irish immigration to the
United States, the Republic fostered
hopes, quickly dashed, of recognition
from Washington. The new revolu-
tionary Soviet Government, itself
only recently in power, became the
first government to recognize the
Irish Republic. In turn, the Repub-
lican Parliament in Dublin was the
first to recognize the Soviet. For
years the Romanoff’s imperial crown
jewels lay in government vaults in
Dublin, security for a loan given the
Soviet Republic by the Irish,

British Prime Minister David
Lloyd-George finally imposed a set-
tlement in 1920 which recognized
the “Irish Free State,’ but separat-
ed from the rest of Ireland six of
the nine counties of Ulster, grant-
ing them a pseudoparliament ¢t
their own in Stormont, and rep-
resentation at Westminster. Ulster
Protestants did not like the scheme,
because it was Home Rule, but it
was better, they figured, than being
ruled from Dublin. Had all nine
Ulster counties been included, Cath-
olics would have been in the ma-
jority. The Republic did not accept
the arrangement (as Refublicans
today do not), and the IRA and
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Ulsset- Volunteers remained at war
for years. In 1921, the Anglo-Irish
Treaty partitioned the nation into
two states, a colonial Northern Ire-
land, and a neocolonial ireland.

It has been said that the Irish are
to England what the Indians are to
the United States. Their land plun.
dered and their economy destroyed
by the invader, they were forced
into servility of exile. Ia Ulster
however, the Protestant workers
more c¢losely resembled southern
US whites. Their wages, lower
than anywhere else in the United
Kingdom, still remain a peg above
those of Catholic workers. Union-
ist and British policy has long used
religious prejudice t4 keep the poor
divided.

Suf!ering economic depression and
political repression, a hatf-million
Catholics have fled in the last 20
years. Had they stayed, they would
have become the majority. Eco-
nomic discrimination in Ulster is es-
sential to preserve a Protestant ma-
jority. By forcing Catholic emigra-
tion, it offsets the higher Catholic
birthrate. Only a third of the total
population, Catholics are 52% of
those under 21. (The South fares
no better. The historic economic
stagnation cast the Republic of Ire-
land 150 000 emigrants two years
ago. I[n the 20th century, it is the
only country in the world to suffer
an ahsolute loss of population.)

The Ulster Catholic population
has been decimated for the simple
reason that there are no jobs: Cath-
olic male unemployment in Derry
is 28%; in Dungannon 23%; in Bel-
fast 17%. (These are the most con-
servative estimates; most people in

the street estimate as much as three
times these figures.) The dole and
other welfare measures of the Brit-
ish Government are the major in-
centives to Ulslexmen to remain
loyal to Westmirster. For those em-
ployed, weekly xages in the North
average $15 for men, 528 for women.
(Again, these are the most chari-
table estimates.}) In tke South :hings
are a bit worse, wages are in the
neighborhood of $38 for men, $2!
for women, a very poor neighbcr.
hood indeed. Ulster's two main in-
dustries, shipbuilding and linen, are
decaying, no longer able to compete
in the world market even relying on
cheap labor. Only 8000 ship workers
remain o! the 40000 employed 25
years ago, and there are coastant
rumors the shipyards will close
down altogether. Figures in the
linen industry are similar: from
60000 workers in 193] to the pres-
ent 30 000.

As embarrassed as London might
be by the reactionary Unionist re.
gime in Stormont, she continues to
subsidize Ulster’s ersatz parliament
by $240 million a year. England
knows that releasing the six coun-
ties to reunite with the 26 counties
of the South would mean paying
Ireland for all 'mports that now
come duty-free from Northemn Ire-
land. Ulster’s relationship to Eng-
land then is much like Puerto
Rico’s to the States. The Noxth pro-
duces a third of Britain's bacon, a
fifth of Britain’s shirts, a tenth of
her eggs. It maintains Britain’s
largest synthetic fiber center. the
largest polyester yarn factory in
Europe, the largest rope industry in
the world. [f Ulster’s relationship

to England is colonial, the Scuth’s
is neocolonial. About 75% cf all
of Ireland’s exports go to Britain,
62% if Vlster is excluded. No otter
country in Europe is so heavily de-
pendent oa one market. Jrisk Re-
publicans argue that, on smmple
economics 2lone, reuniting the six
northern counties and the 26 cf the
South is :mperative. The two could
live as cheaply as one; administra-
tive costs of one governmen: are
obviously less than those of two.
One market of 4.4 million people is
better than two of 1.5 in the North
and 29 in the South. And reurifica-
tion would mean income from taxes
of British industry in Ulster.

The six counties of the North re-
main one of the few places ia the
world thai retains a property re-
quirement for voting. A quarter-
million people, 25% of fhe adult
population, are thereby disfran-
chised. In Belfast, 23% of the citi-
zenty has been on the waiting-list
for homes for 20 years. In Derry,
only 500 new homes have been built
in the last half-century, almost all
reserved for Unionist voters, Cath-
olic families, generally larger than
Protestant, have another cross to
bear: no matter the size of family,
only the one in whose name the
property is registered is allowed to
vote. In Derry, Unionists, represent-
ing only a third of the population,
occupy 60% of the council seats. In
Lurgan, no Catholic has ever been
elected to the city council, although
they constitute 40% of the popula-
tion. Job discrimination is equally
glaring: Fermanagh’s County Coun-
cil employs but 32 Catholics out of
a total of 338 although Catholics are
52% of the county population.
{These figures are from 1969: as
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coricessions 10 pressures brought by
the Civil Rigkts Movernent — more
about tkis later — a oxe-rman, one-
vote policy, disbardment of the vi-
gilante B-Specials and cther reforms
have been aanounced Most of the
reforms have not yet been enforced
and new repressive laws have re-
placed the o!d disc<arded ones, leav-
ing the figures here wvirtually ir-
taci.)

Such a regime mus! be maintained
by force, and fo3 this purpose the
government uses its Special Powers
Act. A remarkable piece of legisla-
tion, whase virtues have led South
African Prime Minister Vorster to
remark that he'd prafer it to all
of his own repressive laws, it was
originally enacted in 1922 against
the IRA. Under the act, authorities
are empowered to: arrest wisthout
warrant; imprison without trial;
deny the right of habeas corpus;
enter homes at any hour wiihout
warrant; prohibit meetings and pro-
cessions; permit flogging, deny trial
by jury; jail people -for refusing to
answer incri minating guestion; hold
prisoners incognito; prohibit an in-
quest after a prisoner’s death; pro-
hibit circulation of any newspaper
and possession of any film or re-
cording (the sale of United Ixish-
man, the Sinn Fein newspaper,
brings six months imprisonmens;
sale of an Easter Lily flower, the
symbol of the 1915 Baster Rusing,
is punishable by tao years' arrest);
arrest anyone who does anything
“calculated 1o be prejudicial to the
preservation of peace or mainte-
nance of order.”

If the Catholic working class cf
Ulster didn’t have enough problems,
it now faces a virtual army of hos-
tile law officers. The 3500-man Roy-

al Ulster Constabulary (RUC) = the
Jargest armed police force ir the
United Kingdom, and it is de facto
directed by the Orange Order. A
supplementary  government-spen-
sored militia, the Crange-controlled
B-Specials. numbering 100)0, was
“disbanded” in a “reform’ messure,
Open to membership to any adult
Protestant without a crimina? rec-
ord, the B-Specials were fittei for
uniform, rifle or Sten gun, and sent
home, to be called upon wher the
need arose. The "need” arose when-
ever the Orange Order or its Union-
ist Party wished to terrorize the
Cathol:c pcor with pogroms and
other “law-enforcing” maneuvers.
Now most former B-Specials are
incorporated into the British-con-
trolled Ulster Defense Regiment
which, whie it limits their prerog-
atives for vigilante activities, pro-
vides them with more advanced
weaponty when they do decide to
move. Still remaining intact 15 the
10000-strong vig:lante group, thc
Ulster Protestant Volunteers, a
param:litary unit under the neco-
fascist leadership of the "Reverend™
lan Paisley.

When the Nortbern Ireland civil
rights movement begen. composed
of radical Belfast studen:s. liberals,
Communists and Republicans its
demands were mniodest: an erd to
discrimination, and one man-one
vote in elections. The movement's
first demonstraticn, in Auzust 1968,
was peaceful. But two months
later, marching to Derry, the Royal
Ulster Constabulary broke every
head within reach, in full view of
television ard the press. The move-
men: has rarely been out of the
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headlines since then. Later demands
included an end to gerrymander:ng,
repeal of the Special Powers Act,
disarming the RUC and disbanding
the B-Specials. The ascendancy to
leadership of the movement by Re-
publicans and their Communist
allies with a growing consciousness
of the need for socialism and an
expulsion of imperialism in its many
forms from Ireland, has alarmed the
British more than a little. Through
Major Chichester-Clark, the light-
weight “Prime Minister” of North-
ern Ireland. they have named a new
inspector general to take charge of
the Royal Ulster Constabulary.
They hope that Sir Arthur Edwin
Young will prove to be stronger
than the growing revolutionary
movement. Sir Arthur, since 1350
police commissioner in the city of
London, took leave of his post twice
before. In 1952, he directed police
operations against revolutionary
guerrillas in Mzlaya, and in 1954,
repeated the operation against the
Mau Mau in Kenya. That he is now
in Belfast speaks chapters, if not
volumes, about the importance
Britain places on the six counties
of Northern Ireland. Troop re-
inforcements from a Royal Marines
commando unit bring the total Brit.
ish troop commitment in the six
counties to 12500. Many recent ad-
ditions in Belfast to keep the peace
are men of the First Battalion of
the Parachute Regiment, veterans of
the British campaigns in Cyprus and
Aden.

England uses military force now
beceuse it cannot solve the social-
economic crisis of Northern Ireland.
The crisis of the North is in fact
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an exacerbated outgrowth of the
crisis of British capitalism, itself
heavily tn hock to the Un:ted States.
The Stormont Ministry of Com-
merce, in an offical pamphlet cal-
led Northern Iretand: The Most
Profitable Arza for [ndustrial Ex-
pansion, claims:

Northern Ireland is especially at-

tractive to companies seeking fast

profitable investment, for it has

a large surplus of labor with a

high reputation for reliability.

The country is stiill faced with

a higher degree of unemployment

than elsewhere in the United

Kingdom. But this is a situation

whith you can turnm to your ad-

vantage. [The Ministry’s italics.]

With a birth rate nearly a third

higher than elsewhere in the

United Kingdom, Ulster offers an

assured supply of young workers

for the future.

Forty-five US companies have
taken the bait to the combined ex-
tent of a S200 million investment in
the six counfies since the Second
World War. These include Amer-
ican Tobacco, Ford, Goodyear, and
IT&T; Aristotle Onassis (and, pre-
sumably, his wife) owns a quarter
of Harlan and \Volfe shipbutlders,
the largest single employer in Uls-
ter. Standing watch are three
friendly US military bases (the
largest one, in Derry, was reportedly
offered to the British for use as an
internment camp for Irish revolu-
tionaries in June 1970) while junior
officers from the 26 counties receive
counterinsurgency training in the
United States.

When Britain carved up Ireland
originally, it brought to power in
the six counties the Unionist Party,
a coalition of big businessmen and

landlords, in control ever since.
Prior to ke civil rights moverment,
the main public opposition 10 the
Unionists w=ere the INationalists,
whose goal wes solely the elimina-
tiorn of paztition and union with
Catholic (reland The sectarian na-
ture of the N atisnalists 2llowed the
rise to promineace of Jan Paisley,
a “Reverend” with an honorary
degree {rom Bcob Jones Dniversity
in South Carolina, USA, who leads
the Ulsterx Volunteers. Represent-
ing sectiors of Protestant workers,
small busmess and the traditional
Protestant petite bourgeoisie, Pais-
Jey’'s particular brand of right-wing
fanaticism has both dzshied with the
Unianis1 leade:ship ard served to
bolster- the position of British mil.
itary occupation, perfcrming much
the same 1cle as the Ku Xlux Klan
in the US South.

In response to the civil rights
movement and fl anked. by the Pais-
leyite pressure from the right, the
RUC and other police agencies fre-
quently aitack the E€atholic work-
ing cless without restraint. There
have been twc-day Ser{ods of sus-
tained firing dy the HUC of CS gas
into the Catholic ghettos. On one
evening 1n 1369 a combined force
of the RUC, B-Specials and Paisley’s
Ulster Volunteers attacked the Bel-
fast barricsdes with armored cars,
machine guns and automatic rifies.
Where they broke through the ghet-
to barricades, they systematically
burned down 400 Catholic homes
and promiscuously machine-gunned
those remaining. The reign o! ter-
ror continves, and bombings and
counterbombings are virtually a
daily occurrence. Only a right-wing
split-off from the IRA, which re-
fused to iccept the socialist goals

of theIRA, seems anxious for axmed
clashes wita the superior-armed op-
pos:ition ai this point. (This grup-
ing, known as the “Praovisionals,” is
supplied with morey and arms {rom
the neccolcnialist Fianna Fail party
in Dublin; last year, the regular IRA
was offered £ deal by Fianna Fail
to drop its socialist programs and
certain of its leaders ir» exchange
for money and arms; the split-off
of the Provisionils from IRA oc-
curred shortly after IRA turned
down the deal.) The danger at this
point, say JRA spokesmen who con-
tinue the:x policy of armed self-
defense and building up armscaches,
is that Pasley or the Provisionals
will provcke a clash which will
strengthen sectarian division ard
encourage massive British pres:ncs,
before the Republican movement is
sufficiently prepared to do batile.
British control is now shaky. To
surrender io Paisliey means ta ort
for outright fascism, which wouid
bring certain civil war. Westminster
has chosen rather to exert drect
control of the RUC and B-Specials.
This decison has not fostered an
endear:ing relationship in those
quarters. The closest parallel in
modern colonial history might be
the struggle between de Gaulle ¢nd
the OAS generals over Algerian
licy. People’'s Democracy® leader
fichael Farrell says: ‘Northern

1 People’s Dentocracy (PD) began as & 80-
clalist student group in Belfast and was
a catalyst In stirting the civil rights
mcvement {1 1368 No longer aftillatad to
the Civil Rights Association. PD ‘oday
has about (00 members throughou! the
BiX countier. Bernadeite Devlin rose to
prominence as 3 PD member, alttough
she no longer belongs.
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Ireland cannot see the triumph of
modernizing capitalism. The Pais-
leyite backlash of Protestant work-
ers and farmers is so powerful it
looks as though the reformers can-
not win without destroying the
Unionist Party, and if they destroy
the Unionist Party, they cannot win
at ail.” Unionist leaders display an
astonishing provincialism, perhaps
because the Stormont government
has no part to play in the world;
foreign affairs, defense and the like
are handled for the colonial regime
by England. Irish Republican writer
Brendan Behan once described Stor-
mont as “a kind of superior muni-
cipal corporation. The result is that
political discussion there is like par-
ish pump politics and, having no
power even in social welfare legisla-
tion, where they have to tag along
after England, they can’t look for-
ward but only backwards.” Now the
British have eliminated proxies and
surrogates and are exerting direct
military control — the first time
British troops have been used
against the Irish since relief riots in
Belfast in 1932.

Reverend Patrick Murphy, whose
St. Peter's parish includes most of
the beleaguered section of Belfast,
complains: “Not a night goes by that
Catholic families are not threatened
with being burned out or terroriz-
ed ... since the British army moved
in." During the five days of sustain-
ed fighting in Belfast in July 1970,
1500 in the Falls Road ghetto were
rounded up and interned, and some
of their houses destroyed in a house-
to-house ‘“search for arms.” A cur-
few was imposed which prevented
residents from leaving the ghetto,
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and even from leaving their homes
except from the hours of five to
seven p.m. One day, defying cur-
few regulations which called for the
British soldiers to shoot to kill, 3000
women took to the streets in a pro-
test march.

Prime Minister Chichester-Clark
appears little more than a public
relations man at this stage. The
reins of government seem to be di-
rectly in the hands of the British
Home Secretary. The direct involve-
ment of the British could work to
incresse and consolidate the already
growing Republican sentiment in
both the North and the 26 counties
of the South. Westminster's strat-
egy seems to be to bring about a
crisis which “forces” it to dissolve
Stormont altogether. Thus England
could itself abolish the partition and
bring the six colonial counties into
the “Free State” of the South, creat-
ing thus a more manageable 32-
county neocolonial Ireland, which
could in turn be brought into the
European Common arket with
En%land. This could perhaps set
back by a generation the revolution-
ary movement in Ireland. The Pais-
leyites and the right-wing Provi-
sional split-off from the IRA are
both useful to England, therefore,
since both could provide the crisis
England needs to fulfill that strat-
egy.

In any case, England is not say-
ing when its troops will withdraw
from the six counties. In 1969, Brit-
ish Defense Secretary Denis I'fealey,
echoing his Pentagon counterparta,
said troops may be required “for
years” to prevent trovble. The com-
mander of the British troops in the
six counties keeps his men on contin-
uing orders to “shoot to kill." and

warms e [rsh of Eazland’s “supe-
rior firepower!” Answers Gerald
Fi:t, a Belfast member of the West-
minstex Psrlaraent: ‘“Has he rever
heard of Viet Nam where the Amer-
icsns have superior firepower and
they have used it with very little
success™

Republicars 2nd Communists
agree that the Civil Rights Associa-
tion (CRA) shoald contimue 10 limit
its demanrcs to those for civil rights
whichwill modilize masses (People’s
Democracy left the CRA in dis-
agreement whren it did not become
outspokenly revolutiomary). But the
civil rights movemernt ha: reawal-
ened in lretand the spirit of the 1916
Uprising for an Irish Workers’ and
Small Farmers’ Republic. The civil
rights movewent plays a potentially
revolutionsry role in a prerevola-
tionary situation — where the mss-
ses are no loager able to accept the
old way o!f [Iving and the bourgeoisie
is no longer able to rule in the old
way — because of its integration
with the working class This has
been vided ready-rmade by the
Republican organization, makin
unnecessary the usual building o
such alliances. The difficulty has
been to sustain Catholic worb‘;:F-
class support while simultaneously
winning or & least neutralizing the
Protestant workers. To this end, the
movement kas achieved only limited
results. One leader explains:

When you say to the people in
the Bogside arec [Derry's Cath-
olic ghetto] that they are being
exploited because they are work.
ers, ao! because they are Catho-
lics, they are not very inclined
to believe you. All their lives
they have been fold by the Union-

ist Party that this is a Protestany
state Sor Prosestant people, and
that “pope-heads” will be heeten
into the ground.if they daxe to
open their mouths.

Nevertheless, the Irish Leit has
again ratsed the need for a united
socjalist Treland. Just as Cuba de-
fied those who held she could not
achieve revolution until one oc-
curred in the United States, Irish
revalutionaries — 50 years after
Lenin did the same — reject the
idea of holdmg off revglutionary
Jdemands and actions until Mother
England’s working class is suf-
ficiently ready. One young leader
argues:

The unification of Ireland into a
socialist republic it pot only nec-
essary for the creation of a
viable economy, it must also be
an immediate demand, because
only the concept of a socialist
republic can ever reconcile Prot-
esiant workers, who rijghtly have
a very deep-seated fear of @
Roman Catholic Republic, 1o the
ending of the border.

Irish MNarxists are buoyed by a
history of armed insurrection and
the revolutionary tradition o! Re-
publicanism. The idea ¢f revolution
is 1ngrained in the Irish mind, sur-
rounded by the glory and the mar-
tyrs of 1916. Says one young civil
rights activist: “What we have to
do is to complete the national rev-
olution by making the theoretical
and practical link between what we
are doing now and what was fought
for in 1916."

CHichester-Clark holds that the
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recent violence was encouraged by
the IRA (which has of course been
outlawed since the guerrilla war
that ended in 1922), seeking to dis-
credit and destroy his regime. “In.
ternational political itinerants” who
“poison the minds of young people
with hate and venom,” “political and
intellectual bankrupts,” “antisocial
drop-outs,” he calls the Republican
Army in language reminiscent of
Spiro Agnew or George Wallace. In
fact, the IRA has been a leading
participant in the civil rights move-
ment, lending to it its organization-
al skills and knowledge of urban
warfare. In Belfast during the vio-
lence of the summer 1989, an 1RA
unit seized a cinema and turned it
into a center for Catholics burned
out of their homes. After the pog-
roms, Republican clubs raised funds
to provide for new housing for the
homeless. The communities behind
the barricades in Bogside and Falls
Road renamed their areas Free Der-
ry and Free Belfast. Each street
elected a representative to a district
governing committee. They clean
their own streets, set up their own
medical facilities, produce their own
newspapers, have their own radio
stations, and set up their own de-
fense system. The defense systems,
called Citizens Defense Committees,
are led and trained by IRA mil-
itants.

The closest allies of the Republi-
can movement, and the only left
force with ties to the Protestant
working class, is the Communist
Party. Like the Republicans, the
communists are based in the work-
ing class, many holding leadership
positions from shop to national level
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in the trade union movement. While
a single party of the left is prema-
ture, a single program is today pos-
sible and that program is civil rights.
The Communists hold that the only
way to win or at least neutralize
the Protestant working class or a
section of it is in the day-to-day is-
sues which bring that class into con-
flict with British imperialism. Dur-
ing the times of violence the CP mil-
itants at the shop level work to
prevent the sectarian pogroms from
speading over to the point of pro-
duction. But trade union leadership
is not in this case political leader-
ship, so that Protestant workers who
will work alongside Catholic work-
ers witl at night go hunting with
guns for those same workers. Where
Protestant CP militants live in areas
bordering or surrounding Catholic
areas, many have served a3 pro-
tection units — even with arms —
for the Catholic ghettos. Where the
Party members live in overwhelm-
ingly Protestant areas, they seek to
politically neutralize their neigh-
bors. The Party sees armed self-de-
fense as a necessity and armed
struggle as an eventuality, but pres-
ently relies on its Republican allies
to supply the means and manpower
for such struggle.

The civil rights movement may
well be transfonmed into a national
rising of the working class, cer-
tainly of its Catholic component.
Time and again, its spokesmen re-
buke suggestions that it is a -re-
ligious struggle: “This is a class
struggle: many Protestants cre as
badly off as we are. This is a fight
against the Orange junta in power.”
Resistance seems to be holding firm.
Industrial cooperatives have been
sporadically established in Bogside




to provide subsistence in case of
extended siege. Small [RA defense
units stand by prepared to protect
the communities from government
and vigilante attack. At the height
of the Belfast battle in 1969, IRA
men returned the fire of the v:gli-
lante Paisleyite mob, forcing the
government to call for British help.
thereby preventing a bdlood-bath.

But the Republican movement is
far more than its armed wing, the
IRA, as its leadership of the Civil
Rights Association well testifies. It
seces the British equivocation as
lending strength to Paisley, which
in turn provokes a more explosive
situation demanding f:rmer British
control. In partial response to this
possibility the Civil Rights Associa-
tion has begun a massive cam-
paign for a Northern Ireland Bill of
Rights, which includes the right of
self-determination. Without such a
campaign, the fear is that British
plans could succeed. because moder-
ate Catholic and Protestant public
opinion would welcome any alterna-
tive to prevent civil war.

Meanwhile Repablicans, many
operating openly despite a five-
to-fourteen-year prison term for
membership in the movement, are
conducting a campaign for decent
housing. They are determining
people’s desires and agitating for
their demands, while simultaneously
showing the people that the pres-
ent system cannot meet their needs;
that short of “physical force,” de-
cisive change is not going to come.
The Republican movement is pic-
tured by the British and Stormont
as “trenchcoat and bullets-and-bomb
men,” but most emphasis at this
time is being placed on social agita-
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tion. Unemployed marches in Derty,
a town of 60 000 for example, have
rallied as many as 10000. The big
effort now is to avoid a confronta-
tion between Protestant and Catho-
lic workers which would harden into
sectarian lines, and also to avoid a
remature armed clash with the

ritish., Through the violence and
the mass movements of the last
three years, the British have been
forced to yield certain reforms:
abolition of the Special Powers Act,
disarmament of the B-Specials, al-
location of equal housing, and one-
man-one vote. Republicans believe
that Britain has to begin to insti-
tute the reforms to gain the peace
it needs if it wishes to move Ire-
lJand into the Common Market.
While Britain is forced to imple-
ment the reforms over the heads
of the Protestant working class, di-
vision will grow between the Prot-
estant workers and the British, al-
lowing for the possibility of work-
ing-class unity against the British.
This, at any rate, is the Republican
hope. There is of course a great
chance that the Protestant workers
will instead continue to follow Pais-
ley in topes of a “Rhodesian solu-
tion.” The IRA leader in Belfast
says, “We have to win at least a
section of the Protestant workers,
and drag the rest by the scruff of
their necks into a socialist republic
and show them that Republicanism
is not ‘Green Tocyism.’”

The Republican clubs are organiz-
ed in each parish, the lines along
which the towns of six counties are
divided. Significantly, in Belfast in
1969, an IRA unit of shop stewards
has been recruited out of the trade

un:on  Theze zre now some 150D
persvns was have undergone armed
traininy tixs lest year in Beifast
alone. For ke fizst time in its his-
tory, the IRA kas begun to recruit
wonicn il tants, Aho now namber
about 10 of ke Army. The great.
est single need at present is arms
in suilicien! nunbers l@ arm those
pregxared 1o use them. Every few
mounths cacih IRA unit goes on 1wec-
wee X-loaz maneuvers and there are
once-a-week training sessions to
kects in stope  The sessions inciude
lessors 1n everything from battle-
croft and leld mzneuvers to auto-
thett =nd polt!ical education The
supply of automstic ritles, autcma-
tic pistols, revol vers, hand- grenades,
schimeisprs, Thempson submachine
cuss, urxl explosive devices is woe-
fiilly short. This remains the JRA’s
chie! werry: being forced into com-
Lzt without adeyguate weaporcy.

‘The 26 couaties ¢f the Soutk,
while l:ving urder different con-
ditions. are zbsolutely integral t«
the strategies of both the bour.
gedisie and the revolulionary move-
ment. The Governmenrt of Ireland,
itsell, subservient to the British,
shovwes no inclination to help the
Irisk urder atisck in the six coun-
ties of the Norta. although Foreign
Minster Patnclc Hillazy says, “We
repard Ulster as our territory. We
regard them as our people.” Indeed
tl:e Northern Irish aze Irish, not
Brit:sh, and Republicznism is the
one polit:cal torce than can possibly
unite Cathclic and Protestant. Tho-
mis MacGclla, president of Sinn
Fein. srgues

Be'tast and Dublin belong ‘o all

the people of [reland and not just

to those living in themm. No mi-:
nority group has a right to opt out
of the nation even though it may
have aclaim to some special priv-
lleges or ccncessions within the
nation. The unit fro seif-detexmi-
nation is the nation as a whole,
not the area which the minority
group tan control. If it wers to
be accepted that people of the six
counties, by a majority vote, had
the right to opt out of the Irish
naiion and unite wita Britain,
then it must be accepted that the
people of Tyrone. Fermanagh,
Derry city and many other a:eas
had a right to opt out of British
rule and unite with the remairder
of the country. The minoritx in
the six counties, which is being
coerced into union with Britair,
is one third on a population kasis
and about one half on a geogrzph.
ic bezsis, This is a far greater
minority group than the Unton-
ists constitute in the nation as
a whole
To assuage Ulster Protestant
working-class fears of merger with
the present 26 counties of the Soath,
MacGiolla says:
We would not wish that fate on
anyone . We ask the people of the
six counties to join with the
people of the 26 counties in abol-
ishing both states which serve
oniy British imperialism, and in
establishing a democratic socialist
republic for the whole island in
which the workers who create
the wealth will decide how and
where it is used
Such language — and actions to
back 1t up — has moved the Dublin
government to push for a Criminal
Justice Bill, the Free State equiva-
lent of the Special Powers Ac: in
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the North, cqually arbitrary, re-
actionary and brutal.

For since 1964, the Rcpublican
program has been outspokenly so-
cialist and anti-impenrialist. Itself
containing aspects of a national lib-
eration movement, the IRA feels
deep solidarity with the Cuban and
Vietnamesce revolutions. Recent is-
sues of the United EKrishiman, its
public organ, include articles on
ZAPU and on Al Fatzsh. Composed
in the main of young workers, the
IRA is prepared to carry through
what was started in Easter week
1916 and full-scale guerrilla war
cannot be excluded as a future pos-
sibility. Certainly it would not be
the first time, After the siX-vear
war that ended in 1922, the 1RA was
declared illegal: but it has continued
to operate both as an adjunct to
the Sinn Fein and, sporadically, 3s
a regular army, In the internation-
alist spirit of Connolly, the best IRA
militants of the left went to Spain
in 1937 in the fight to save the
Spanish Republic from fascism. (In-
cluded in these numbers was Mi-
chael Riordan. then an IRA comba-
tant, today the gener:l secretary of
the Communist Party in Ireland.)
Unfortunately, in the absence of the
left cadres, IRA lecadership fell into
the hands of a right wing, which
abandoned Connolly's socialist per-
spective and limited its goal to the
climination of the border with the
North. A puerrilla campaign from
1956 to 1962 to this end. failed badly.
With the release from prison in 19
of Cathal Goulding, IRA policies
began to resume their revolutionary
character. Goulding, who has spent
17 of his 48 years 1n various prisons
for IRA activities, -soon became
Chicf of Staff and he remains today
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the commanding figure of the Ir:sh
Republicarr movement. It is in large
part due !¢ Goulding's leadersh:p
and cxample that the movement has
once again become the leading rev-
olutionary force in Ircland

Goulding, in opposition to this
right-wing opponents, holds that
politics 1s primary; but that, with-
out a military wing, the struggle
for power isfutile; that armed strug-
gle will be necessary 1o take power,
and that armed actions in the pres-
ent phasc help the movement to go
forward. Tr fact. becuause of the
tinder-box atmosphere in the north-
ern six courties, there is today much
more social action’ in the South,
although rews of this rarely reaches
outsitde Ircland. Hardly a week goes
by without a half-dozen important
actions. A cement strike in the 26
counties forces the British to try to
bring cement in from the North by
lorry; several lorries are destroved
by explosicns, in Drogheda in the
East. In Oughterard. County Gal-
way in the West, a US corporation
buys up seme of Ireland’s best farm-
land to build a golf course for tour-
ists. at a time when the farmers in
the West are starving; the IRA is-
sues a warning to the corporation
tu halt its plans or take. the con-
sequences; the golf course plan is
now in abeyance. The British rail
office in Cork, 1n the South, is taken
over, as 1s 2 BEA plane at Shannon
airport, to demand the release of
Irish political prisoners i1 England.
A mass movement led by Republi-
cans, the Nitional Waterways Resto-
ration League, organizes thousands
of fishecrmen to “fish-in,” to poach
on the landed estates of US and

British impenzlists, dern anding the
return of the inland fisheries (o
the Irish peopte. The pudlic % -
ecutor from England speaks at Txin-
ity College, Dubdlin, until IRA mil-
itants break up the meeting and
inform the gemileman that he best
take the riext plame out of Ireland.
Homeless squafters are settled in
unoccupied spartment buildings
until the goverament will care for
them. With massive unemployment
in this, the poorest oonrntry in
Europe except for Portagal (over
20% of the popalation is foxced to
work in Englaad. 1o Eeed their jam-
ilies at home), unemgloyment coun-
cils are bdemng osganized. In one
wesiern town of 30 000 population,
one third marched in a demonsira-
tion of the Land League.

On and on tne list continues. Now
the IRA has announced its goal to
form a m2tieral liberation front in
the 268 counties, together with the
Communist Party, the National
Waterways Restoration League, the
Land League, Unemployment and
Housing Councils, etc. With an ef-
fective natiora) liberation front in
the South complementing the civit
rights tmovements in the North, the
IRA believes that the 32 counties
could rise together eveniually to win
the stated goal of an Irish workers'
and small farrmers’ republic. Only
a simulwaneous rising, they axgue,
can bring a Republican victory. The
national liberation front is siill im
the planning stage bat when it
comes it will of course include an
armed wmg, a new lrish Citzens
Army. Thus, with the IRA today
and national liberation front in the
futuze, Ireland has the only revo-

lutionary movement in Europe w .th
a military component and a strategy
of armed struggle.

The varicus components of the
Irish movement seem to be coming
together on strategic consideratioas.
The Communist Party in the Noxth
says, “It is British imperialism ..
which oppresses and divides the
Irish people. Religion and higotry
are used to cloak the class natire
of their exploitation. In this situa-
tion there is the need for the max.-
imum class unity and solidarity of
all working people.” The Free B:]-
fast Barricades Bulletin editorial-
ized:

A campaign (o wipe out unem-

ployment, slums and poverty

linked with a similar movementin
the South, would be bitterly op-
posed by the Unionist right wing
who would finally expose them-
selves as anti.workinf class fas-
cist thugs. This would open the
way to the alliance of Protestant
and Catholic workers which can
alone achieve Connolly’s Socialist

Republic.

Bernadette Devlin, the civil rights
spokesman best known outside [re-
land, argues along similar lines:

We must not do as they do in

Southern Ireland — that is, to

replace British exploitation of the

pocr with Irish exploitation of the
poor. The only long-term solution
is the creation of a culturally,
socially and economically sound
society, because religious discrimi-
nation in Northern Ireland doesn’t
come from a desire, but from the
fact that there aren't enough jobs

cr houses. What we need is a

society guaranteeing civil and re-

ligious liberty... in three good
words, Irish Socialist Republic,
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Parenthesis

Eskor Toyc

President Sékou Tourd recently denounced new plans of aggression agsinst the People's
Republic of Guinea, Portugucse colonialism. supported by NATO, tries to dctour the
Afzican nston rom the road chosen by its peonle.

DNigerian cconomist Eskor Toyo., authoe of documented essays on the reality of his
country, one of which— "Nigeria, Causes of a Crisit”” — was published in number 12 of
this magazine. prcvides this enlightening analysis that presents interesting ccoaomic and
historic data usclv] {or an understanding of Guinea. and points out the threads in thit
sinister irsperiolist plet supported by the Guinean burcaucrats and businessmen who are

anxjoius to switch back (0 capitalism

At 2 AM oy NovimBer 22, 1970,
mercenary trocps landed in Guinea
by sea with the mission of over-
throwing the government of Sékou
Touré. On November 27th fresh
invaZers arrived. The armed people
of Guinea hurled themselves against
the invaders with the determination
worthy of a people intent on
freedom.

[t has now been confirmed by the
United Nations investigating team
that the invasion was, in actual fact,
an act of aggression by Portugal.
Associated with Portugal, of course,
are the Ojukwus of Guinea. Never-
theless the invasion is clearly an
imperizlist act by the powers of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO), of which Portugal s
a member.

Only an imbecile can entertain
the notion that the invasion of
Guinea is an act by Portugal alone,
as a consequence of the support
which Guineans have given to their
kinsmen of Guinea-Bissau (see
map 1) who are fighting for their
own likeration from Portuguese co-
Icnialism. Yet this is the impression
with which the NATO press and
politicians want to stamp the event.
Even if this were thz whole story,
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however, Guinea’s crime under
Sékou Touré would be no worse
than that of Nigeria, whose only
crime in the eyes of Portuguese
colontalism was her liberal contri-
bution to the liberation fund of the
Crganization of African Unity
(OAU), which was intended to aid
ifreedom fighters in Guinea-Bissau,
Angola, Mozambique, Rhodesia and
eventually South Africa.

But the truth is that Portugal is
not acting alone nor only in the
company of disgruntled Guineans.
Here, as elsewhere, Portugal is only
playing her assigned role in Africa
as the hangman of NATO imperial-
ism. As the Secretary of the OAU,
M. Diallo Tell:, pointed out, the
invasion of Guinea is the handi-
work of NATO. Sékou Touré him-
self has asserted this. He affirmed
that ““the participation of the United
States in this affair is substantial”
(I Monde, Paris, December 10,
1970), adding that France, Great
Britain, West Germany, Israel and
South Africa provided “important
military aid to Portugal to enable
her to pursue her colonial war.”
(Ibid.)

There can be no doubt that the
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MAP OF CONAKRY 2
1 Slacghterhouse
2 Motor vehicle assermbly
3 Fruit canning
4 Roofing sheets and ulensils
5 Tite retreading
6 Modara bakery
7 Port cold storage

8 Patrice Lumumba Printing Warks

9 Plastic factory

10 Army garment factory
Il Army shae facicry

12 Prefabricated buildings factory
13 Brick.making factory

|4 Furnitere factory

15 Oxygen and acetylene factory
16 Army tannery

17 Granite grinding and cutting

MAP OF CONAKRY “3
{Showing pointy attected!
Road and rail
Attacks —

i Airport

2 Harbor

3 Military headquarters

4 National Guaid

8 Prasidency

6 Radio

7 Military Camp

8 Railway

9 Trensformator (e'actric)

10 Prasident's Villa

Governmerit of tha¢ aulrepid Afri-
can revolitionary statesman, Ahmed
Sekou Toare, has been a source of
chagrin to imperialism for a long
time. They have long been bent on
disposing of kim, just as they got
rid of Patrice Lumumba. The record
of sermicclonial imperialism since
the 191k century and 1ts more recent
necocolon:al menifestation in the
Congo. Guatemala, the Dominican
Reputlic, Indoresia ani elsewhere
demonrstrates that imperialism can-
not be expected 10 rest as long as
a goverrment rules in Guinea that
is not prcpared to bow to thz dic-
tates of NATO investors and policy-
makers.

We are on the threshold cf critical
events in Cuinea Africa and the
world are critilled to know the
facts abcut the tussle between im-
perialism and the Guincan peogle.

Whzt then are the crimes of
Sekou Toare and Guinca? The
crime of Sekon Tharé is that he is

2 patriot. The crime of Cuinea s
that, like Kaianga, she is rich in
vital minerals: she is as rich in iton
ore and bauxite as eastern Nigeria
is in mineral oil.

Guinea gained independence :n
1958. In a refcrendum organized by
the Qe Gzaulle regime in Seatember
of that year, Guinea was the only
former French colony to vote fox
total independence and exclusion
from the ‘hen-proposed French
Communily — counterpart of the
British Commonwealth but with
closer association with France. [t
was a vote that echoed throughout
the world ard proioundly affected
the subsequent development of
French-speaking Africa. On Octo-
ber 2, 1958, Guinea was formally
declared indegendent.

Gu:nea is a small country whose
size and level of development can
be seen in the [ollowing cOmparative
incicators of posit:onsin 196> — that
is, tefore the Nigerian coup.

Annnal
Annual Energy
Income Consumption

Popula. Area Per Per

tinn (thousomd Capita Capita

Country (millions) sq. km) (%) (kw)
United States 1741 7704 3530 8722
France 450 551 1920 2933
Nigeria 56.7 924 80 38
Guinea 39 246 80 -

Guinca’s principal products are
rice, palm otl, pelm kernels, baran-
as, coffee, pineapples. groundsuts,
millet, iron ore and bausite. She
exporis all these products except
rice and mille:. In 1955, just before
independence, she exported 50000
metric tons of iron orc per month
snd 39000 metric tons of bauxite.

By 1968, however, she was export-
ing 176000 metric tons per month
of bauxite,

Iron ore, copper and bauxite are the
most important indusirial metals.
The industrial uses of iron are mani-
fold. Copper Is chiefly used in the
electrical industry. Even in this use,
however, it is being challenged by
aluminum, which is found in baux-
ite. The advantage of aluminum is
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that it has many other industrial
uses, such as in aircraft manufactur-
ing. in the manufacture of building
materials and prefabricated build-
ings, in the making of light metal
alloys or in the manufacture of a
wide range of consumer durables.
Consequently, there is an aluninum
craze.

Guinea is potentially the richest
of the French-spezking countries in
West Africa. Formerly her iron ore
exports were from a deposit near
Conakry, the capital (see map),
worked by British and French in-
terests. Now it has been found that
Mount Nimba (sce map) contains
one of the largest and richest iron
ore deposits in the world. It con-
tains known deposits of 25 million
tons.

Now. what are the interests of the
United States and the NATQ powers
in Guinea?

First although the United States
has a very large reserve of iron ore,
this 1s becoming more and more
costly to work as easier deposits are
being exhausted, Second. the price
of crude iron has been so artificially
inflated by the monopolies in the
United States that that courtry is
now a net importer. For many vears

US iron ore interests have dug into
the Labrador deposits in Canada
and the Brazilian and Venezuela de-
posits in Latin America. They are
now bent on snatching the Nimba
deposits at all costs.

Engaged in keen competition far
these depcsits are an American

roup, the US Sieel Corporation, a

apenese group, the Kinoshita
Shoten, a Euro-American group em-
bracing the Geological Research
Bureau of France, CECA, British
Iron and Stcel and Bethlehem Steel,
and a European group, the Centra-
frique Bank Consortium, created in
July 1956, which comprises the
Bank of Indochina, the German
Bank, the Bank of Brussels, the
Hambro Bank of London and Neth-
erlands Handelsmatshppij Bank.
About ten years ago the Centra-
frique Consortium won a concession
for the exploitation jor 75 years of
the Mount Nimba deposits but the
other monopoly groups are still
claiming their share of the Guinean
booty.

As for bauxite, the following table
shows Guinea's position among
world bauxite producers in recent
vears (In thousands of metric tons
per month).

1966
Australia 152
Guayana 279
France 234
Guinea 134
Hungary 119
Greece 115
Dominican Rep 68
Brazil 21
Ghana 29
Haiii 34

1967 1968
354
390 oal
234 2%6
137 176
137 163
140 147
71 84
25 2
29 24
31 L

The following table shows world percentages

production of aluminum (or world
consumption of bauxite) in 1955 in
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usA 14
Canada 19
USSR 12
West Ge:many 5
France 4

Nozway
Itsly
Japan
Austria
Others

RN

It will be cbserved that although
the VUnited States and her NATO
allies aze by iax the largest import-
ers ol bauxiie (apzrt from the
Soviet Union with only 12) they are
not themselives producers of bauxite,
with the exception of France which
produces an insignificant quantity
of aluminum.

There are two bauxite depcsits in
Guinea: one at Kinda and a larger
one at Boké (see map). A Western
source 1€pcrts:

The Americans, despite discour-

agement, have hung on in Guinea,

partly for the sake of the alum-
iInum project at Bok2. in which
they are extremely interested,
and have provided a2 £22 wmillion
lcan [...] to complement the $64
miilion World Bank loan. The

Peace Corps 2re back at half

their previoas strength.

One source of annoyance to the
NATO powers is Sékou Touré's
open door poiicy toward socialist
couninies. O November 24, 1969,
Guinea signed an agreement with
the Soviet Union which will permit
Guinea, with Soviet help, to develop
the Kinda bauxite deposits on her
own, thus enabling her 10 repay her
external debts and gain relative
independence from foreign coercion.
In that way not only is the Kinda
deposit lost to the aluminum sharks
of world imperialism, but also, in a
few years Guinea will be in a posi-
tion o challenge other interests of
world finance capital in the country.

Nor is that all. The Soviet Union

is belping Guinea build @ dam cver
the Konkoure river. Such projects
as dams and railways, as all de-
vel oping countries know, are major
projects-invcl ving millions of psunds
of revenue for capitalist construc-
tion firms The “lcss” of such pro-
jects to the Soviet Union or China
is scrmething the construction mo-
nopolies of the capitalist world can.
not tolerate. In their own minds
they have a natural right to such
projects in Africa, Asia and Lztin
America, as innumerable reports in
thelr industrial and technical jcur-
nals clearly indicate. The Russians
are also renovating the railway. at
Kinda, and the Chinese are doing so
from Kinda to Karkan (see map).

What is more, since her indepen-
dence, Guinea has been at swords'
point with France. One of the flie:
in the ointment is that France is in
debt to Guinea. The bulk of the
debt, 9 billion francs, is for war
veterans' pensions.

The imperialist conspiracy against
Guinea has not been much of a
secret. In 1965 the present wr:ter
read a Canadian report in French
revezling that the US Central Intel-
ligence Agency (CIA) had com-
pleted plans to overthrow Kwzme
Nkrumah in 1965, and that after
him would come Sékou Toure, for
which French imperialism was also
working overtime. Nkrumah fell in
February 1966. Whatever the errors
of the Nkrumah regime, its fall was
certainly not unconnected with the
vast bauxite deposits near the Volta
in which certain Ameriean mtllion-
aires were vitally interested. The
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bauxite scheme, which was the
diamond in the crown of the then
current Ghanaian development plan
and a focus of attention of world
finance capitalism, was financed in
part by private US companies. In
a similar way the enormous iron
ore and bauxite wealth of Guinea
is now both the @rest hope of the
Guineans themselves and the focal
point of industrial and financial in-
terests in NATO countries.

The sum total of the Guinean
situation is that the NATO powers
find their interests greatly threat-
ened by the progressive and patriotic
policies of the Sékou Toure regime
and they will go to all lengths to
replace him with some other Guin-
ean leader more subservient to their
schemes.

Policy of Independance

Armed intervention in Guinea has
elicited comments from several
African leaders. Among these one
of the most important is that of
Siaka Stevens, Prime Minister of
Sierra Leone. He said:

We have a different way of doing

things in Sierra l.eone; but we

never have the same trouble with
you Brilish as Sékou Touré had
with the French. We dun’t think

Sékou Toure is very sensible with

his economic policies — he is tak-

ing things too far, nationalizing
everything. [(...] On the other
hand he has done things that nene
of us have really done — given
his people a real identification
and pride in their country, a na-
tional awareness and commitment
which is absolutely necessary if
we are to be successful. [fFuar-

dian, Britain, December 7, 1970.)

This statement is studded with
interesting points relevant to the
situation in Guinea.

First. Guinea pursues a policy of
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independence.

Second, this policy meets with the
determined and often open antagon-
ism of French imperialism.

Third, the policy of indepen-
dence has implied the courageous
nationalization of French monopoly
enterprises.

Fourth, this policy of indepen-
dence is at variancg with that of
many other African leaders and re-
gimes which actually practice noth-
ing more than neocolonialism.

Last, no regime in West Africa
has had the same trouble with the
British as Guinea has hai with the
French. But this is not because
British imperialism is better be-
‘haved, as Siaka Stevens may sup-
pose. It is simply because no West
African leader, not even Nkrumabh,
has so far stood up to British monop-
oly enterprise as Sékou Touré has
to French monopoly investments.

As to the last point, it must be
said that we cannot eat our cake
and have it in these matters. If we
want indegendence and “real identi-

fication and pride” in our country,

on the part of our people, this in-
escapatly involves the nationali-
zation of capitalist moncpoly invest-
ments, because they compromise our
independence and identity. If we
are not prepared to do this then we
must stop dreaming of indepen-
dence and of wanting our people to
feel identification and pride in &
regime that sacrifices their dignity
for mere convenience or even seli-
interest. Whether Sékou Touré has
taken things “too far” in this respect
the rceder himself ran judge.

As we have seen, Guinea was the
only country to vote for complete
independence from France in the
de Gaulle referendum of 1958. This
vote and the Algerian and Viet Nam

wars of inderendence eventually
defeated Frerch imperialism's cf-
forts to preserve the French empire
behird a new facade. Other African
countries opted for incependence in
one form or cther, and the proposed
“Frenck Cormrnunity’?  witrered
away.

The Freach colonialists were so
angered by ihe Guinean vote that
they withdrew their personnel and
whatever else they could take with
them frcm the couniry. Even pen-
sions oxed to Cuinean veterans of
the Second World War who fcught
for de Gaulle xere not paid. 1t will
be recailed that French colcnialists
and settlers 1xeated Algeria simi.
larly. The Freach farcied that the

new regimes in Guinea and Algeria
would collapse and the patriots
would come cn their knees, begging
them to return. But nothing of the
sort happened. Rather in bcth
Gu:mea and Algeria the abandoned
enterprises were nationalized, and
both countr:es started on the arcu-
ous baut sure and honorable road of
seli-reliance.

It is not that the Guineans are
rich snd can afford self-reliarce
better than other African countries.
Far from i:. The following table
showing average arnual per capita
national income in dollars in varicus
regions of the world and in West
Alrica in 1633-65 indicates Guinea's

posi tion

West Africa

World Areas

Western Europe 1605 Ghana 230 Gambia 90
Sccialist Europe 1075 Ivory Coast 220 Dahomey 80
Latin America 345 Liberia 21¢  Guinea 80
Africa 165 Senegal 210 Niger 80
Asia 140 Sa. Leone 150 Nigeria 80

Mauritania 130 Mali 60

Togo 10¢ Upger Volia 50

It can be seen clearly that even
among West African countries, one
of the least _ceveloped regions of
the world, Guinea is onme cf the
poorest. Unpa'riotic lesders and re
gimes are inchned to blame threir
servility and cowardice on the pov-
erty and smallness of their <oun-
tries. Cuba and Viet Nam have ex-
ploded the lie; so has Guinea

To be sure the known miacral
depos:ts of Guinea include lime-
stone, bauxite, gold, diamonds, iron
manganese, litanium, cobalt, nickej,
chrome, zinc, copper, graphite, as-
bestos, radioaciive minerals and
high-quaiity granite. Even in (abu-
lous Africa one has to go to Katanga

to find another area as rich in min-
erzls as the Futa Djallon system
which forms the backbone of
Guinea, Besides, the country is rich
in sources of hydroelectric power.
Sma!l as she is, therefore, Guirea
has the potentiality for industriali-
zation. Yet 807/ of the pcople live
on the land The policy of the
Guinean regime has aimed at chang-
iny 1his situation fundamentally.
wing partly to her patriotic dis-
socciation from France, Guinea had
to iearn early the lesson of self-
reliance. She led West Africa in the
proportion of her national income
devoted to productive investment
as distinct from conspicuous con.
scmpton, luxury products, dispro-
portiunate admin:strative expendi-
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ture and the like. She Jed this region
also in tke creation of an irdepen-
Jent maticnzl currency.

Soon after indeperdence, Gulnea
put im operation the Three-Year
Plan (1960-63). The object was a
decisive ard rapid switchover from
an economy based on colorial de-

to an independeat and
Planned national developmen:. The
strategy at this stage was to bring
aid to the peasantry. The Flan,
therefore, concentrated on tuilding
dispensaries, schools and an admin-
istrative infrastructure. Some light
indastries were also established at
this s1sge.

The next stage, the presert one,
was launched with tke Seven-Year
Plan (June 136¢.June 1971). T'2e aim
is 10 ensble the economy to “take
off.’’ This is the most crucial stage
in all econamic development; it is
also the most difficult, as all econo-
mic planners know. If the economy
is rot 10 stagger along at the laissex-
faire pace characteristic of client
capitalism in, say, Latin America,
then there will have to be heavy
investments in raw materigls and
infrastructural bases such as mines,
dams, factory buildings, por:s, and
railways, which take a long time to
yield their benefits. At the same
time, even if factories are es-
tablished — and many have been
in Guinea — they may save forei
exchange but cannot as yet make
much in the way of profits. Guirea
is at thic stage and all sorts of
people are exploiting the diff.culties
of country.

And i{ ‘“take off’ i8 not going to
be take off into capitalism, ¢orrup-
tion and dependence on the imperial-
lat powers, then it rust teke off
{nto sodalism and real indepen-
dence, as is belng attempted in
Cubs, Congo-Brazzaville, Egypt, Al-

geria and, more recently, Chile.

The policy of independence and
“noncapitalist development” has
been put into effect in Guinea
parily by the nationalization of large
commercial enterprises, state mo-
nopoly of foreign trade, creaticn of
a state bank, creation of a nat:onal
currency, creation of a national in-
surance company, nationalization ol
latge transport establishments, and
creation of other financial, adminis-
trative and commercial institutions.

I1 one is looking for a rel.able
indicator of independence and soO-
cialist development, however, one
should ask who owns the new minee
and the growing manufacturing
industries,

The accompanying map of Cona-
kry shows 17 new factories. Of
these, the vehicle assembly plant
ard the fummiture factory are owned
jointly by the state and certain
foreign interests (Yugoslavia in the
case of the furniture works). The
rest are state-owned. Apart from
these a granite quarry, a textile
complex, a tobacco and match fac.
tory, a bicycle factory and plants for
fruit juice, aluminum and quinine
— to name only a few — have been
established outside Conakry. The
alumminum and fruit juice enterprises
are jointly owned with foreign in-
terests, while the others are state-
owned.

Industry such as the above has
also been established in other Afri-
can countries since 1958, of course,
but in the case of Nigeria, for in-
stance, it belongs almost exclusively
to foreign monopoly capitalist in-
terests,

The policy cf real irdependence
being pursued by Guinea is perhaps
best grasped — as Siaka Stevens
rightly understands — by comgparing
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it with the policy of collaboration
and subservience pursued so far by
many African countries. It is suf-
ficient to examine French-speaking
Africa.

By January 1970 the FED (Fonds
Européen de Développement crea-
ted by the six European Common
Market countries had invested in
347 projects and programs in the 18

African ana Malagasy states as-
sociated with the Market and the
13 other associated countries — 12
former French colonies and one
former Italian. Two funds were
created, the first for the period
1958-63 and the second for 1964-69.
The distribution of the funds
among development projects was as
follows:

Ist Fund 2nd Fund
$'000 % $'000 %

Rural
development 143 797 24.8 316 688 45.2
In frast;ucture 255 986 44.0 247 191 35.4
Education 155 253 199 62 263 9.7
Health 51241 8.8 28 540 4.0
E"ne'rgy 4140 0.7 24 457 3.5
Various 10833 1.8 15282 2.2
Total 621250 100.0 695 021 100.0

Manufacturing is included under
the heading *Various.” The little
attention paid to it and to energy
development as against agricuitural
raw material exports — so-called
“rural development” — is self-
evident. It is a typically neocolo-
rial policy.

Of the investments, the associated
territories-in Africa received by far

the lion’s share, retlecting the fact
that, with the United States dom-
inating the Latin-American coun.
tries and with Asia consumed in rev-
olutionary flames, Africa remains
e last stand of West European im.
perialism The share of Africa in
the First Fund was $474 550 000 and
in the Second Fund $634 714 000.

1t is 1nteresting to note the largest
recipients:

1st Fund 2nd Fund
Cameroon 52 798 53166
Congo-

Kinshasa 19'593 74 389
Ivory Coast 36 644 57173
Madagascar 56 265 70 226
Senegal 43 831 60 400

It will be seer: that Congo-Kin-
shasa received substantial invest
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ments only after Patrice Lumumba
and his supporters had been re-
moved frum the scene. Furthermore.
till recently, as the press widely
reported, Ivory Coast and Senegal

were the naven of thxse intert on
remeving Sekou ‘Touré Furthec still,
the .nvestmerts of FED in each of
16 recipunt territories increased

sebstantially in the second period.
Only for Congo-Brazzaville and
Mali cid the investmenis declme,
and substantially too, as follows:

ts¢ Fand 2ad Fand
C Brazzavill 25036 20 686
Moar'i;;o o 12 023 33 089

Cuinea, ol eoutse, 5 corsspicuously
ubseat. Apart {1iom (Guinea, as every-
crie knows tae «aly former cclonies
of Baropean Ccmmon Market ¢oun-
tries in Africa pursuing a policy of
economic indeperidence and inclina-
tion towards sccialism are Congo
BrsZzavilie and pre-coup Mali It
may be added 1hat, of the five coun-
tries that received heavy invest-
ments, Madagascar is a rich source
of uranium for NATO bombs. and
the funds actuajly weet lo develop
the ursrium deposits; and Felix
PIoumié had t> be inurdered ts pave
the way for ‘‘saie™ investments in
Cameroon

Of iate the imperialists have been
making a lot of noise about the
Guinean economy “showing signs of
stagnation.” They wrote similarly
during the last year of Nkrumah's
repime when the heavy invesiments
in slow-.yielding nationally-owned
projects, necessary to independence,
created an inevitable hardship. The
mpenalist press now reports that
Ghana is Jeading West Africa in the
:xport of manufactured goods What
they will not do 1 credit this
achievement to the policy cf rev-
olutionary courage snd sscrifice
which made :t possible.

Pollitcs and Invasion

Since independence :he Parti Deé-
mocralique Guinden |PDG). the
psrty which Sekou Toure leads, has

been pursuing politics baseds visibly
on a five-pronged prograin;

a) establishing and cosnsolidating

a pOﬁular one-party state;

b) the firm repudiation of any in-

terference in the internal afiairs

of the country by any state;

©) anopen and practical renurcia-

uon of the capitalist road for

Guinea and a cautious leading of

the country toward the path of

socialist development;

d) unwavering and forthright

backing of the cause of Afrncan

liberation, armed or unarmed;

<) broad, enthusiastic support for

world revolution agamnst imperial-

istm in Africa, Asia and Latin

America.

Naturally, in many circles, such
a policy cannot be pleasing.

Her one-party policy, however
popular it may be with the people,
is anathema to reactionaries and
decadent liberal iniellectuals who
pretend that the two-party or mul-
tiparly form of rule is necessarily
the very hallmark of democracs, no
matter what depravities and frivol-
ities it makes possible.

The Western powers are op2n'y
antagonistic to the patriotic in-
dependent policy of the country,
while some of the leaders of her
French-speaking neighbors have, in
the past, shown signs of uneasiness
about the contagious effect of

71




such a policy ia their own masses.

Compared with Nigeria, Guinea
hardly has a class that can be called
capitalist, but the fact that capital-
ists are nitially absent from a coun-
try does not mean that there is also
an absence of traders and state
bureaucrats who wouid like to be-
come capitalists at all costs and by
any means. Theories of African
classlessness often make a profound
mistake on this score. The desire to
become capitalists on the part of
thase who stand a chance of so be-
coming is often no less powerful a
political force than the desire of
those who are already capitalists to
remain so. Guinea is in a position
where this ambition for evolution
into capitalists is very strong amonﬁ
a host of Guinean businessmen an
bureaucrats. The more firmly PDG
policy has slammed the door of cap-
italist development in their face
the more bitter has been their an-
tagonism to the regime.

What is more, some traditional
chiefs of Guinea, former instru-
ments of French colonial rule, en-
joyed traditional and colonial priv-
ileges over the local peasantry which
now they are most reluctant to see
pass away. That these privileges be
swept away to free the wheels of
Bro ress is the determination of the

, which has been translating 1its
policy into action. Again it does not
matter that these privileges of a
dead past are not of the same order
of magnitude as those of the Pashas
and Beys of the Arab world or the
_ Maharajas of India.

Traditional privileges, however
small by international comparisons,
are not considered unworthy of de-
fense by the local orders that enjoy
them, :

Consequently, Guinea's road of
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socialist development has many en-.
emies: mainly the tribalists, pre-
tenders to a capitalist road, and the
Uncle Toms of Guinean origin on the
one hand, and world monopoly cap-
italism on the other.

Similarly Guinea's policy of sup-
port for rebellion against colonial-
ism in Africa must mark the regime
for certain destruction by those who
want to remove all centers of even
mildly radical resistance to imperial-
ism on the contirent. Whether the
Guinean leaders are aware of it
themselves or not, support for con-
tinental or world revolution always
means that one must be ready one-
self for the inevitable armed assault
of imperialism and its associates
against the partisans or supporters
of such a policy.

Any country that wants to es-
tablish socialism must create a mil-
itary force ready to defend the
people and the country's policy
against the conspiracies of capital-
ists at home and abroad. To do this
and at the same time avoid the heavy
cost of expanding the regular army,
patriotic regimes have adopted the
formula of creating a2 militia educa-
ted for patriotism and against im-
perialism. Without such a militia
it would have been unpossible for
the patriotic regime in Cuba to resist
US pressures and defeat armed
interventions. Guinea, therefore,
created such a militia.

This step has also enabled some
sections of the regular army to be
released from armed service and, 1o
quote a Western source, “deﬁloyed
in worthy nation-building tasks like
running a shoe factory, farming and
building schools.” In October 1869,
all soldiers became civil servants
and could move or be transferred
to any section of the public service.

There can be no doubt that such
a policy enables a small country like

Guine: — beset by powerfu] en-
emies and much poarer in irained
persxxel tham, for instance, Nige-
ria — to cut down the cost cf main-
taining & large army mobilzed. At
the same time the country has a
working reserve whick can be mo-
bilized in an emergency. Ia the
meantime the sounder and moze dis-
ciplined training of sane of ‘he mil-
itary perscrreel can be turaed to
8ood eccount in the immense con-
struction work facing the country
This can be especially helpful in
countr.es where the public service
is not free {rom corruption cr red

a situation character:stic of
all underdeveloped countries.

Reflect foxr 2a moment on the work
Col. Adekunle did recently on the
Nigerian docks: culting his way in
mhilitaxy fashion throu%(h red tape,
relieving the Lagos docks in a mat-
ter of weeks of scandalous and di-
sagirous overxcrowding, and saving
millions of pounds, to the surprise
of Nigeria and the world.

But this patriotic pclicy in Guinea
is grist to the malicious mill of im-
perialist propaganda. In their eyes,
this practice leads to ‘‘emasculation
of the army.” They have sought by
such characterization to stir up dis-
affection in the Guinean army.

In Narch 1969 there was a plot
organized by a group of officers and
involving a Colonel Xaman Diaby.
Prior 1o this, there had been other
plots.

The imperialist press has sought
to attribute the invasion of Guirea
to so-called Guinean “exiles.” A
Westein source, however, reports:
“The vast majority of expatriate
Guineans (possibly over a million
are spread through Ivory Coast,

Liberia, Sierra Leone and Senegal)
are economic refugees who still say
they admire Sékou Touré.” This was
confirmed by Prime Minister Siaka

Stevens himself in a conversation
with a British journalist:

Oh, yes, Sékou Touré has opposi-

tion — particularly from the Fula

and the Sousa. They have always
been traders and they didn”t like

Sékou Toure’s nationalization of

all the trad ing — that’s why many

of them hsve come to live in

Sierra Leone. But they still like

him. D:c¢ you hear about the dem-

onstration here in Freetown?

— 6000 Guineaas demonstrated in

support cf Sékou Touré.

In all prcbability the vast ma-
Jor'ty of Guireans living abroad are
RO more xefufees than the Nigzrian
“econom:c refugees” who were liv-
ing in Ghana and who recently
made the headlines. It is certain that
they admire and are loyal to the
regme of Sékou Toure and the
PDG.

That cannot be said of all ex-
patriate Guineans, however. There
exists a mieroscop:c minority of dis-
gruntled elite elements — the Ojuk-
wus and Tshombés of Guinea. A
few elements of this fraternity have
been meniioned by name by the
‘Western press. Among Guinean pol-
iticans who have gone into exile,
for instance, the most notable is
the former Guinean ambassadqr to
France, Nabi Youla. [t is reported
that “he was last heard of in Abid-
jan, capital of the I[vory Coasi Re-
public, and a broadcas:t on Radio
Conakry names him as one of the
three dissidents involved in organiz-
ing the invasion.”

The so-called National Liberation
Front is the opposition movement to
President Sékou Touré. Before the
invasion, Conakry Radio announeced
that one Thierno-Habib Diallo, com-
mander of the army of the National
Liberation Front, was recruiting
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Guineans living abroad 10 estzblish
an azmay for the Frort Servicemen
were being recruited for 10009
{rancs. One group of 20 had been
‘nstalled on Guinea’s border with
Guinea-Bissau and Senegal arnd
another of ihe same numder on
Guinea's frontier with Liberia ard
the Ivory Coast.

The imperialist press preterded
not to believe the Conakry Radio
report. Even after the invesion hac
been lauanched, only e¥e witness ac-
counts, the death of two German
diplomzie in the fighting and the
verdict of the United Nations team
compelled them to admit grudgng:y
that tkexe had been an attack. How.
ever, they now say that the invasion
was merely a “raid,” and the'r view
of the aims of this “raid” is stated ir
the London Economist (November
28, 1970):

The pattern of the raid indicates

that it hac a limited objeckive

and was probably not an attempt
to overthrow President Sékou

Toure's government. The raid-

ers [...] concen:rated on the

prison in Conakry and it seems
they succeeded :n freeing =
number of Guinean political pris-
oners and severzl Portuguese
soldiers captured in raids on Por-
tuguese Guinea. The secord ob-
jective was the headquarters of
the African Party for Indepen-
dence. of Guinea and Cape Verde

(PAIGC). [ ...] Trere are encugh

disgruntied and exiled Guineans

in Portuguese Guinea and in other
neighboring states to launch such
an attack.

But even The Economist had to
add: “But it is doubtful whether
they could have raised the money
without outside backing’’

As for the aims of the attack,

map 3 of Conakry shows paints
on which attacks were actmlly
lannched. This leaves no deoubt
as to what the purpose was it
was clearly to capture the <ap-
ital in a surprise blow and over-
throxw the government of Sé&kou
Toure. The imperialists are no £ools
and have leirned their lessons from
the Congo and Nigerian wars. Their
conciusion would be something like
this: to lauch an attack from a re-
mole province cn a government you
wish to overthrow gives that gov-
ernment the advantage of time to
mob'lize. 2 main port, internal com-
rmunications, economic and political
cobes:on and other military and po-
litical advartzcges, chief of whica is
morale; a quick and successful blow
on the capital would deny the gov-
emment all these advantages, elim-
inate any center of organized re-
sistance and effect the immediate
collepse of the regime, without a
cos:ly and protracted patriotic war.

The present writer visited Co-
nakrv in 1935. Unlike Lagos, for
insiance, Conakry is highly vulaer-
able to attack from the sea. These
facis explain why the invasion was
launched first and foremost on Co-
nekry. The attack on Conakry could
glso have been diversionary — to
permit easier penetration elsewhere,
and this was actually attempted

[t is noteworthy that the imperial-
ists have dropped several remarks
which seek to shift responsibility
for the attack frorn themselves not
only to “Guinean exiles” but to the
African states neighboring Guinea
The Economist, for instance, writes:
“But last year the Guinean pres-
ident saw the hands of France, Mali,
Senegal and [vory Coast in plots
against his regime. The field for
speculation is wide open.” It turns
out well for the African states ad.
jacent to Guinea and for the African
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people that those on whose heads
imperialismn souglt to wipe its
blocody hands, quickly and un-
equivocally destroyed any grounds
for speculation by themselves con-
demning the invasion and naming
its actual perpetrators.

Take, for instance, Liberia, The
correspondent, Jonathan Power,
writes:

President Tubman deeply shocked

the large American diploma-

tic community in his country
when, in a speech marking his
seventy-fifth birthday, a week
after the Guinea invasion, he
said of the Americans: “What-
ever they do or write they can-
not change the desires or opinions
of the Liberian people. They can
do so only by using the bullet.”

He then went on to explain that

that was just what the Americans

were doing in Indochina.

As soon as Guinea was attacked,
General Gowon of Nigeria and the
Egyptian Government offered im-
mediate military help, and African
states rallied in an unprecedented
way. The comments of the Western
press show that they do no! like
General Gowon's offer and wonder
when he will dissolve his mobilized
army of 200000 battle-ready sol-
diers. The reason why well-known
circles sought the disintegration of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria is
now obvious.

As for the African support, this
has taken imperialism by surprise
and in order to mislead the world,
as usual, they attribute it to the
respect Sékou Touré has earned per-
sonally for what they call his “in.
dividuality,” his ability to “mend
his fences,” etc. No doubt the non-
cheuvinistic African policy of Sékou
Touré has earned much respect .and
positively helps to expose imperial-
ism and effect the unity of the
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African people against it. But the
real cause of the African response
lies in Viet Nam, Rhodesia, South-
ern Africa, the Congo, Nigeria, and
latest of all Sierra Leone, October
1970, where the American neo-
colonialists were caught red-handed
with documents in a nefarious plot
to overthrow the government of
Siaka Stevens.

Cur experience so far has a les-
son to teach. Among the enemies
of Africa, not the least are politi-
cians and intellectuals to whom any
talk of imperialism or neocolonial-
ism is nothing but communist
shibboleth. Such persons see all
developments as tribalistic or false
individualistic = spectacles, which
makes them conscious or uncon-
scious collaborators with imperial-
ism when they happen to be in
charge of public affairs in their
respeclive countries. In order to
free themselves, the African people
must understand the working of
imperialism, and in order to under-
stand imperialism, African leaders
and intellectuals must undertake a
scientific study of it. Mere patriotic
emotions are not enough, and the
type of education one gels from
universities' in Western Europz or
the United States tends to offer one
blinkers rather than a telescope,

The invasion of Guinea to over-
throw the regime of Sékou Touré,
like armed secession in eastern Ni-
geria, is but a variation of the pol-
itics of colonialism, no matter what
mask it may choose to wear. The
African people must so prepare
themselves intellectually and phy-
sically that no matter when, where
or in what guise imperialism may
choose to opercte, they see it for
what it is, mobilize themselves, and
smash it.

BRAZIL
the 30-hour plan

THE foscist galpe in Bolivio is relted not only fo inieests of an inteincticna
orde: b sill more ic Brozikos nlervewion. lotin-Awzricen relotions with the
United Stotos ore movire ropidly toword o skowdown ond cgionol ollionces ore
being readjusted to the rew situct on.

The formeticn of a Pecfic blec abich crose from notionolist and sociolist trends
os well as irom the recert changes among the Argentine military who ore secking
o nonafignment policy, poried to sy o conplete iolalion cf the Brazilian dictater-
ship thot even s Parcguayen stooges ioiled to give it her customary supporl.

It socn bacorne evideat thot Erczil wos d2'ermined ko dsnupt what 10 her wos
on wrforcrable tolonce of power. And reeert everts n Boiivio — os the inter-
natcrol press hos resecled — pont to Brazils presence dehind the recchionory
offensive. Ths was the frst time Biozilion sbimperialissm nac reofly intervened in
ity mosl oggrestive foim— militory pressure, Aiter whot went en in Bolivio nothing
Siczil cces i te futue should srorise anYone.

1e 1967 the documert ‘Genercl Orentarioa cf National Secunity Planting  of
Broz/l's Higher School of War [ESG hod olicody been pvbiished. N wos clcor tha)
the purpose of this schocl wos 1o iadoctincte the Brazilion gordlas in geopolitical
theo'y, following o thess clabareted ky General Golbeiy Couto Silva. bosed on
who! he caolicd “a loyct eccdonge” betweer Bozil ond the United States. According
g s eachonge Brozil was %o ossodote with Woshington in o scheme to guorontee
the defense of the Sowh Atlontic, nn exchange the United S:ates would reword
8rozil with “on oclmost to'd monogoly of gpcwer in that orea.” Out of this associo-
tion sprong the thcory of iceological frontiers: Brazil os o privileged sotellite hod to
assume “responsibilities” in contirertal polikcs
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THE SECURITY OF THE DICTATORSHIP

The tevelaitan noce v 1967 oy Morcrs o Monterides cencerring the ‘noticno
iecwriy porming”’ of o de .iorei:c’s ESG, (cused 0 hemendous impoct in public
opnon This iop-secsct documet seveoled arong ofter tnings the prime objecrive

end democracy;
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Ar fist glcnce one (on see ot the socofled “securty of the diciotorshp is
disadvontogeows all rownd — ‘o the ecoromy, the socicl structure, the domestic
policy, the interests of other Sosh Ame:iton couvntries ond even to the “poltcal
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Population: 85 millon (43% per year); 10 inhahitants per 3q. km.

Copital: Brasitia, 250,00M.

Annual growth rate 1968-106G: 4.6%

Pes capits CONsUmption in 1964: Encegy: 364 kg.; steel. 13 kg

Major products; Colfee; 1.6 million tons (first in the vwerid); rice: € million tons; cotton:
600,000 tons: groundmuts: 600,000 toni: cocos: 150.000 tom; maize: 10 mition (ons, [Ee=——=mmmme———————ms e s e s s e e i e S
sugar: 3.4 million tons; catile: B0 million hoad; pigs: 55 miltion heas; sheen: 21 million [ i
head; it0n ore: 10 million tons: manganese ore: 600,000 tons: steel: 3 midion 100y | t

exiles” themselves. To vie “hisioncal pressure” o8 on crgement s nonscrse, whea it {I
is clear thet the US-3:0zd ossocction is timply otempting lo disguise ils feor of 1
anti-imperiolist oction in lotin Averica,

textile mdustnes {cotton] and others. g

Foreign trade 1965

IMPORTS CIF

£ XPORTS FOB

Food, animols

Crude materisis

Coal, coke, petroleum and
products

Chemiceis

Manufaciured goods

Machinery, transponation
equipment

Miscell anecus manufectured

_PRINCIPAL SUPPLIERS

US.A.
Argentina
West Germany
Venezusrle

Japan
USS.A.
France

Coflee

Iron ore sred concentrates
Raw cotton

Wood

Row suger

leon and steed

Cocod

Vegetable oits
Non.ferrous mincrals

PRINCIPALBUVERS |

U.S.A.

West Gesmany
Argenting

Italy
Netherlands
United Kingdom
Fronce

RI0 DE JANEIRO, September 19 — THE EX-CAPTAIll OF THE
BRAZILIAN ARNY, CARLOS LAMARCA, CONSIDERED THE MOST
OQUTSTANDING REVOLUTIONARY FIGURE [NBRAZIL AFTER THE
DEATH OF CARLOS MARIGHELLA IN 1969 AIlID JOAQUIM CAMARA
FERREIRA IN 1970, WAS ASSASSINATED BY THE POLICE LAST
FRIDAY AFTER BAVING BEEN WOUNDED IN A GUNFIRE BATTLE.

TRAINING INSTRUCTOR AND CHANPION MARKSMAN OF THE
ARMED FORCES, LAMARCA REJECTED PROSPECTS FOR A SUC-
ESSRPUL MILITARY CAREER IN ORDER TO ENTER THE CLAN-
DESTINE MOVEMENT IN 1969. HE ORIGINATED AND CARRIED
OUT AN AUDACIOUS ACTION AGAINST THE ARMS DEPOSITORY
OF THE IV REGINENT WHERE KE WAS STATIONED. LATER HE
WAS IN CHARGE OF GUERRILLA OPERATIONS IN THE RIBEIRA
YALLEY. IN THE SPRING OF 1970 HE SUCCEEDED IN EVADING
AN ARMY ENCIRCLEMENT OF MORE THAN 20 000 MEN.

POLICE AGENTS FROM THE FINGERPRINT DEPARTMENT CON-
FIRNED THAT LAMARCA AND THE WORKERS' LEADER OSASCO
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General Golbery himself gives the show owoy in his booklet “Geopotiticol
Aspecis of Brezil” when he writes: “"When opposition to the United Stotes becomes
usamistokobly evident ameng our Lolin-Americon neighbors it 1s up to Brazil, portly
oecause of her long-standing friendship with the United Stoles but most of oll
oecause of the decisive resaurces ot her disposol, 1o male e ‘loyal exchange'...".

finaily, the militory government eloboroted o detailed war plon which foresees
overy kind of threat ogoinst the security, of so-colled “westein demacrotic ond
Christian civilization in this hemisphere.” The plon states: “if cny govemment should
adopt communistic positions especiolly in Chile or Urvguay, Ihis is lo be regorded
a5 o threot ogoinst the United Siotes and Brazil.”

Commenting on the lotier paint, the ESG’s document soys:

Should communism win power in some Lotin-Americon c¢ountries, or should
the situation become serious in others throuch on intensficotion of the
“revolutionary war,” these countries will constilule sirotegic oreos which
could become lioble to Brozilion militory iervention. Such danger-spols
ore; the frontier with Uruguoy, ond this includes the Rio Gronde do Sul
region; the frontier with Bolivio, in porticulor the Corumba-Caceres xone;
the frontier with Venezuelo ond Guyono; ond the territones of Uruguay
ond Guoyono.

Consequently, if is 1o be noted that o Populor Unity government in Chile is
considered o frontier menace to the notionol security of the Brazilion dictatorship.
This explains the greot importonce given to the Bolivion frontier. Bt is no mere
coincidence that the reqion around Santo Cruz of the Sierro wos the mainspring
cf the foscist coup lost August. Note should be token too of the speciol mention
made of Uruguay. Not only is her frontier with Brozil considered lo be a “strolegic
zone” of "Brozilion defense™ but her territory is as well.

e —————— ]

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

(SAO PAULO) JOSE SANTOS BARRETO WERE THE TWO REVOLU-
TIONARIES WHO DIED IN AN EXCHANGE OF GUNFIRE WITH
GOVERNMENT FORCES IN IPUPIARA, BAHIA. THE OFFICIAL
VERSION OF THE REGIME INDICATES THAT LAMARCA WAS
SURROUNDED BY A GREAT NUMBER OF AGENTS WHO, TOGETH-~
ER WITH ARMY TROOPS, PERSECUTED HIN FOR 40 DAYS AS
A RESULT OF A BETRAYAL. IT ADDS THAT, WHEN LAMARCA
AND BARRETO RESISTED THE ARREST ORDER, THEY WERE
MORTALLY WOUNDED AND THAT, BEFORE HE DIED, LAMARCA
WAS INTERROGATED BY THE POLICE. HOWEVER, THE FACT
THAT THE AUTOPSIES REVEALED THAT LAMARCA HAD THREE
SHOTS IN HIS HEART AND THREE MORE IN OTHER PARTS OF
HIS BODY, AND BARRETO HAD EIGHT WOUNDS, REPRESENTS
CERTAIN EVIDENCE THAT THE TWO REVOLUTIONARIES WERE
ASSASSINATED AND THE PROBABILITY THAT THIS TOOK
PLACE AFTER THEY HAD BEEN WOUNDED AND WERE OUT OF
AMMUNITION.
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The reve'™ on of the shates “30-w1r plar’ 57 the inerraticnal press lespeciolly
the Urugiayon and Argertine) proves withow! 4s9bt $ot he deoctrine of the ESG
is to We applied in ploas which cis piccticce ond snnrert

ke Argentnie milecry aore cecely cwore of the daager. This con be seen o
ther diploras: shifting of grouxs teword e Andean bloe, which “...0ims ¢
reveriing Phe regionol clionces crd ks ils nervecdiote goal to ord the understone
iag with 31z

THE URUGUAYAN-CRISIS

The Nertenideon weeily Marcya bos pillskect nfomaton wakh shows the
the docrne of Brazilon securty oducles c costirgency pler to cover the Une
Quarar cuts. i ts edtion ol Argst 23rd it comments on the report presented b
the exArgentre Foregn Mins'er. Referiing to this, the weetly says:

Tke plon is full of such mnuUc detals 21 to mate cre suspect thot during
fae 101t yeors, Iamaraty Beczi™s Forergn Ministr v} awst hove comnmissioned
on orcinance vep o be made of the ertre Uroguoran tory: In additios
1o hee doto'is he evclawad of the pal tal, miicery ond socicl conditiors
enumera'ed in the plar, o folows:

¢) he Uruguoyen Ameed ferces bt ams ond men 1o neutialize or te
deloy « Brorilien militery cfensive; ord dthcuzh its populction is ex
vremely politkized it it snemosoral end technically Leprepored for 0 mos
sive resistance;

b) guerdlo 00 con provole somne iclated dsurbarces but it is na
N o position to citemp!l aay cauntercifersive oga rs! an ormy like Brozil's
) Unuguay's futire politcal scene presarts two poss:ibilities: if the electiom
1oke place, eitrer the triraph of the Broad Froat or the wiumph of the

e A = L e |

SAO0 PAVLC, September 21 — A TREMENDOUS FIR:Z OC-
CURRED TODAY IN THE PAVILLION OF THZ UNITED STATES
INFORNATION SERVICE (USIS) LOCATED IN IBIRAQUERA
PARK IN THIS CLTY.

SAO PAULO HAS BIEN THE OBJECTIVE IN RECENT HOURS OF
NUMEROUS ACTION ON THB PART OF ARMED ORGANIZATIONS
THAT ARE FIGHTING AGAINST THE MILITARY REGIME, IN
APPARENT RESPONSE TO LAST FRIDAY'S ASSASSINATION OF
THE REVOLUTIONARY LEADER CARLOS LAMARCA. ON THE
OTHER RAND THE POLICB TODAY INVESTICATED ANONYMOUS
TELEPHONE CALLS WARNING VARIOUS NEWSPAPERS THAT
EXPLOSIVE NATERIALS WOULD BX PLACED IN THEIR PLANTS
1F¥ THEY CONTIKNUED THEIR CANPAIGN OX DISCREDITING
LAMARCA.
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teoditionol party. But os the lalter alternative wouvld couse on upsurge of
guerrillo war either alteinolive wouid be 1egoroed a5 o donger ond, in
the opinion of the Brczilian outhoritics, woukd suffice 1o jushiy the invosion:
d) because of Brozil's urgent nced for exponsion, and beoring in mind the
‘oct thot the occupotoi of Uruguoy would sotisly not on!y these needs
bu! olso constitute on cconomic boon to the eastern ccuntry, it would be
passible to consolidotc the domeslic sociol peace ol Erozil by increasing
the number of businesses under Rio de Jorero control;

¢} moreover, the plan goes cn to point out an aspect that couwid be to
B:0zil's odvontoge, which is the generolized cnti-Argentine ord anti-Buenos
Aires feetings omong Uruguoyons. This cou'd psycholagicolly benefit both
the short and leng-term strotegy of the Itomaroty.

The 30 hour opciation, soys /Moicho, does not ¢ heie. A fon peit of the teat
onglyzes the repercussion of tine invosion at continen‘c! and internotioncl levels. The
sPcrotion myst be occomplished in two days o rathes within the period of 30 hours,
n oider to picvent on intcinctionol diplomotic offensive from porolyzing the plon
by obliging concilictory mcosures ond permitting the trier vention of third porties

tight UH-10 helicopters, the same kind es olready used by the United Siotes i
Viet Nom, hove been recently tcken to the Sonto #orio Base, tegether with T.14
combol plones ond L-42 obscivotion crofr, The tronsfcr of these hos been mode so
cs to give support to the joirt moneuvers of the Army, At ond Navy Foices which
are being rored 0w hom Aggiust ot this year 10 aen Deceirber n the sovthern
province, ‘o coincide with the clcetient in Uiuguay

THE GUARDIAN OF THE CONTINENT

Wiih the toking of power in 1944, the gorillos of the Atlantic storted 1o develop
theis military polential. This is whot they now refer to os the new ‘respcasibilitics
ond interests” of the guordion of the continent

in the fiities militory expenciiure wos between 14 ond 17 o 'ittle ofter the
colpe, military cxpenditure haa alicady risen to 40°  of the notionol revenve.
in 1945 Brozil took the step of purchasing orms fiom tne Umited Stoies at o value
ci 2.5 miltion dollars. In 1966 Biozns purchoses weat up 12 12 millien, which
included o squed of 100 A-21 tonks. In August 19646 e nilitaiy governmen' bougit

THUS THE CAMPAIGN HAS REACHED A PEAK SINCE HIS ASSAS-
SINATION AND IT IS ADMITTED THAT ALTHOUGH THE DEATH
OF THE REVOLUTIONARY IS A HARD BLOW, THE ARMED OPPO-
SITION TO THE REGIME REMAINS ACTIVE.

SAO PAULO, September 23 — THREE YOUNG REVOLUTION-
ARIES AND TWO SOLDIERS WERE KILLED WHEN A DIRECT
ACTION COMMANDO ATTACKED A MILITARY TRUCK IN THIS
CITY,

THE ATTACK, DESCRIBED BY WESTERN NEWS AGENCIES AS
ONE OF THE MOST VIOLENT IN RECENT TIMES, TOOX PLACE
IN A POPULATED SECTOR OF THIS CITY WHEN A REVOLU-
TIONARY COMMANDO AMBUSHED THE MILITARY VEHICLE.

the Bacior powent to menufaciire swtematic FAL cens = Beadil The chemial
indasires epor'cble for purpotes > A0 viere aiso stepped-up. Among trese were
Dcv Clheviccl, drecdec by Meira Voios, ecgenerol of the Intes-Amenton Pecce
Foce 118 in Sovo Donnga, whoy expoih napalm 1o the US foices in Viet Nern,
od a'so vaulccires gos and ecrlotires At the scrme time the ‘ndustry of
porebe cutoric wicpons we: developed by severtd finms, ore of whith,
fodsa JNAL row sgecdlizes n be roacfacture of mecerr niles ond modhine guss

h 1S& c 'vited onpony waos realed the Erpresc Brosulexo ce Aeronoutko
{EMITALFR) awnose okjective wes ¢ plas erd create the Brczthon Air Force. The
EVERAR sicrec agreererts with ke Govemmest ictollg 100 million dollors, os
vell g3 A Nternotow! compones ch cs th: holion Mozeni, which guaront>+d
to nche n 3zl an escel ooy ol itt owa 2t Aenrcech. The Broziliens will neme
it Xaverve. Jevward 1972, there witl be some 112 of these wodemn plores along e
ArgeptreUrsgsayon borders. Wik this in view the cit bese of Sonto Moric wos
crectec, which i3 the largest in Scuth Amera cid poitesses e most importont of
Braxls oss2rals.

h cdciton, cbout 40 Regert panes ~- B O — which ‘orm a speciol series maic
by Neva Aetoroutico, have becr occed to the 80 gloses alicody in e by te
Bromen Ait Force.

“ . hotecd for the exploiting class exists through love of the
explo.ted.”

3«azl, Moy 1971
Decr Filder:

| Fore 1o cuscize myself f21 rot hoving given grocler importonce 19 the
correspancence with you. Until now, two yeors ond four months of separation,
1 have received only one leter anc | krow thot ol these | sent did nof
orrive. This s cery bord, but chidien, you con be suwe thot you cre o
strength for 1e.

In Fe ‘ettor | wrok bt yeor, | meatoned the note 'hot Césor sent me ond
Closdia's loms; they were in my wolflet wih e, but in the lost bahie in
Rideirc the aclet lell out of my packet and the cnemy got ii. At the same
tirve | lost ycur phologrophs, and these | was waiting fer never reoched me.

It motes me very bapoy 1o imocine thal Césor is ten ycars ofd, ocnd that you
15, Ccudic, oro gong to be nine — you rrust be very Eig and ! wont fo seo
your. | wart very much to tolk lo you, to hear many things ond osk you lots
of quesiors, | think | could help you more now ond it mokes me sod to know
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These pades are slationed either in the urbon oreds or along the strotegiz
lrantiers. cnd ore fo1 antiguersillo troining ond use. The ncwspoper Estodo de Sio
Poulo goes sc for cs 1o compore the efficiency of he Air Fosce with thot of the US
Green Beres

The Ainster o Aercnoutics, Brigadier Morcio de Souza Acio, Gave his opproval
to the “Nctonol Airways Plon  lor 1971-80 with on i vestszat ol 600 million dollors.
Eighteen rAroges Il E-l were purchased ond ore alreody being ossembled neer
Riosilio, in additicn lo this two new nolional models, the T-25 Unwversol, on ont
gueriillo wcnoplare, ond the T1-25, lor reinforcement, os well os the EM SO0 Ame-
Zorys with icur turbmes for the tronsport of froops ate row being consiructed

The liolaa factory, Costruziom Aeronoutiche Giavorni Agusta, will instoll the
lits! Braziken foctory of heficopters for militory vse in the volley of the Poraiba
river. It is proboble thot helicopters lor civilian usc will also be monuioctured lor
cxport to the Lolin-Americon morkel. Negotiotions hove dso begun lor the purchose
of on uskroan runiber of French Breguet plones. especially equipped lor onhi-
submorine worfore and copoble of flying o sietch of 18 hours.

At the Expoo “Epeicito-71" (Army-71) in Sio Poulo somne of the lotest medels of
omored cors, ossoull cors ond tronspoit equipment were presented olong with
connons of 4090 orxl 115 mm, sodo:, mortars, ontiaircraft guns and ol! the other
types ol mndern militory occoutrement. The Brozilion press proudly boosts thot
“they ore ol! nolional oand hove been mode this ycor by the most prestigious
Brozdian ndustsics® Behind this boast lies on indusirial militory plon conceived
ofier the militory vprising of 1964, By the lollowing yeor. “through the outhorizotion
of the President of the Republic ond of the Minster of Planning, the <o.colled
Permonent Graup of Industrial Mobilizotion [GPMI) wes arected. This group includes
the most irdusticlized companies of the region $aa Poulo, Guonaboro ond
Minos Geiois — ond has the direct cooperotion of members of the Armed Forces.”

On retwring from o trip to the United States in 1968 the president of Ihe
GPMI, Vitério Ferroz, declared in o press conference that Brozilion industty would

thol you need me vory much. Bul you must uncerstand tho! the humon being
<annol be reduced 1o o simple reproducer, life doos nol <onsist anly in roising
children 50 thot they con olso ioise children. As 'ong os exploitotion of mon
exists wrnhin humaonity, ievolulionaries nwst use up ard move the sociolist
tevolution forward.

Yo funchon, os 8rozilions auiside your covnuy, is 1o prepare yourselves
ter 1the siruggle here in Brozd. The Cubons are preporing themselves to
construc? socklism in Cubo. | don't wont to dwide people by notionality;
everyone i a citizen of the world ond hos the same rght fo fight anywhere
ond rivst mote his conlrbution lo the revolution wherever he con best moke
it tloieover, the revoluliori n Brozil is decuive for the erodicotion of
impericdism in ol lolin Americo ond requires o greo! efiori fiom oll Brazilians,
You hove the right to struggle onywhere, but the lrsl ploce o rovoluhonory
hos 1o consier 15 the place where he wos born

Your 1ask now i (o study o iot, understond Mar xiun profoundly, vndersiond
the entre closs struggle throughout history ond the preseni reévolutionary move-
menls th:oughout the world. :

I don’t know how youv ore, who! your problems ond preoccupolions ore
ond so i is difficult for me 10 write so tho! | panticipote in your lives. | think

- T————y
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moke arms of various fypes besides munitions and wor vehicles to collcberate with
the United States in the war in Viet Nom. When he exploined thet for this purpose
B-ozil covld count an heving many plants for telecommunicotions and munitions in
the country, Ferroz stote: "By colioboroting in the exterminotion of the Vielcong
[Brozil] will be able to sowve the problems of having foctaries thot ore weorking
below par ond create 130000 new iobs. Thus we will be simultoneously comboaling
communism and our owa unemployment problems.”

Brazilion war-cries heve olso been heord on the a'omic terrain, The director of
the In‘errotionol Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) soid when specking before the
Notiorol Commission on Necleor Enercy that he considered it a good ond feosible
plan to form )

muhinotionol campanies in Brazil for the instollotion of o generoting plant
of enriched uianivm, which would open up a new line in the production
of this pracessed minecatl, foday limited to the Uniled Siotes ond the Soviel
Union

The IAEA Director’s chief worry was how lo conve:l the installotion vsed for
pacfic puiposes inlo producers o alomic orms which would have as i's moin
purpose taat of translerricg orms o atomic technology to countries which . not
possess them. The Direztor of 1AEA supported Brozil's refusal to sign the Ticoty of
Gereve cn Denuclearizetion.

THE ANTECEDENTS
Biozil's oecision to participoie in the Inter-American Peace lorce when Sonto

Domingo wos invoded, wos the ficst time Brozil broke with her old theory of self-
determsnotica which wos very much insisted upon in her foreign policy of previous
yeors

Altlough the US Geaerol, Bruce Palmer, wos the mon reolly in control of the
situalion, the nominal comniond of the troops wos given 1o Generol Meito Matos,
The press. commenting cn 4us meosure, said that the command hod been handed
io Brozil in order to reicve secmewho! the feelings of the excited Brozilicns who

of yov o greo! ceol os you wet e, ond how beautful # must be now to live
with you — | imogine {ais but it is difficolt te tmagine whet il's realfy fiko.

The ievolution is Farc to mchke, and Che soid tho! we lend to be tough
but thot we con't Jose cur teaderncss. The sirvggle thus goes on within ecch
one ¢! us, occorcing to revoiutionory prociice. Mony foll deod, many ore
orrested, some become cowoids in the micst ¢f violence, the copifolist
garbage thet exists in exch one ol us is continvous'y expelled and we go on
<honging, icughcring, oble ‘0 bear mony sufferings. And we do not lose
fenderness becouse loired lor the exploiting closs carsts through lave of the
cxploited. This love s born cf tho consciousness of explotiotion and injustice

we havo nothing 1o fear sinze whoever loses tendermness, wheever does
not love, locks the condilion: for being o revolutionory.

Moma's life must be hard becouse, octuolly, you don't live with her much
of the time, { beg you to deepen your underslondirg os time goes on. But
! have no doubt ihot jus! to be o porl of your developmont is o great joy.

From ihis letter you reohze how diflicult # is to writc ofter so much time
<o for owoy but | oa ulwoys thinking of you. And when things ave oif-
ficult 1 dream obou! you, i is o defense mechonism of aur minds that functions
lo sustoin greot tersions. But the dreom is olwoys something delicious, some-

were chomp ng at the bit to invade Bclvia and Lruguoy. The then Presidert Cos.
elo Braaco voce sicierents o the *¥ect hot he was rcady ‘o send troops to
3olivic ia order © prevert on ‘ecyerist govemrent there ia response to copulor
demo:#rxidvs in the nnrg dishics anhich cter ended in he massacte on the
aignl of Sart J>1a by the goverrreat of Bor ca'os.

Ab £ save ame | w3 onnodnced thel crmy naneuvers weuld be corred out
plong ke Urug.sovon ‘roaters by tie Second Ammy. This waos followed by o
deruncictizs N the Uriguoyen picss poifiee te he pcseace of one thousond
sgtnts of te Notonal Setvice ol ormaion (NI, a repressive organ which
conticls poitizel lfe m Brozill, eroccexl n espioncge cctivities in Montevideo
Airh the precc hat hoe were 3iczlians i1 caerrllo wronnig on Uruguoyon
eritery, e Bazilian fcrces mode several ncursions ialo ¥-¢ coslern town of
Pivere o ‘tetch” the revsutionaries who tock refuge thete

The (o neec hreas made by Brozi! agonst Bolivia 9w Uwiguay with the
pictest cf bevine to "paciy” such reqions were pot of 3 picn to convert he IPF
nto ¢ prmcrent cnd adive force. Dinieg ke aesing ef the foecign minigers ot
the OAS oss:mdy n 1956, Brozil wes vranimcu:ily outvored on ks motion.

AND WHAT AB0UT OLD FRIENDS?

“The Agevire reveleton of 1906 joncd the Brazdian revcluhon of 1964 in
reinfoang the articommueist campoige in Souty Americo.” This is whal the ESG
storec i ity * General Orientolion of Notonal Security Porring” cddressed to its
snter courrv. But the Argentine mitosy of the socciled nchonolist gravp hos
sterted colieg Brazil s ‘histornic erery.” A furciionory of the Notional Counci
of Securty (CONASE), lizotenonl Caddnel Lus Peringer, speaking of this “nistoric
2nemy’ said:

Tocoy theic ore $D million welobitants in 8021l ond 24 milxcn 1n Arcenting

thing about those momeitss we lived toge'her. Then | woke up still dreoming
of all the enchontment our life hed, ord I okso think cbod you o greot deal,
ord i1 is o mixlure ol joy ond rcsioigio, €y because you exist ond such
ncsiclgia for the slightest gestuces, the words you spoke that remoin recorded
within ne: the good day tobito, the conversations with Clovdio ond our
specia’ diolert, do cotongo das bsuzos-donga do pozorga delo, ninho de
quico, onc of so mony things. | vsed your nomes os Figkting nomes — César
ond Cloucio; when ! seli the carrodes thet you colled me Jodo, when we
worsked in the orgorizolion, they aie very pleosed. V/herever | con, | [isten
to Rodio Harana o Pcking, ond whenever somebody comes | om ful of
questiors, especiolly obout Cuba | don't any longer know whot you wont
to stvdy: Cloudio wonied to be v docter ond Césor o toldier, How do you
ieel about il now?

Gire mommy o greol big hug ord mony kisses. | s:ilf hope to see you
sove Jay ono forget cll this nogiolgo. Mcny hisses to ofl Ihree of you ond,
with nuch love,

Papa
[Catlos Lomarco]

Ousor iutar. Ousor veacer,
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This mcans thet within 10 ycars it is quile conceivable thot the difference
will be 108 mildor io 28 million, which implics o percentage of 4,5 Brazilions
1o cvery Argentine. Ancther cause for worry comes fram the industiioal
groduction figures of cach country. While Src:iiton cconomic development
hurtles ohead, our cconomic process hos slowed down to such on exient
that some sectors are monifestly unproductive

.

The Argentine publicotior Ponoromo. which is wortied aboui the wend of
Brozil's farcign policy, wen: so for as to coll it “armored diplomocy.  in its Aygust
197t number it publithed an olltours onolysis of Argentine-Buozilion retanans
“Today Argentno s prochaing the foreign policy which suils its notional interests
ond the :egme it hos, But seer from the Brazilian viewpoint it appears o0s ¢
reoclion to Brozil's ccoromic growtn.’

Ponotomo summoriies on editariol in the officol Bozilion newspaper o Estode
e $i70 Paulo ocno soys

o) Biazils economic giowth has modified 10 its advantage the relatien ot
forces on the continent

bl its ncighbos reocticn # inteipicted os ¢ diabelicol tefi-wing ploy oimed
at blockoding Biazd which is o “wesiern and Christion county in outlook,
¢) thus isolaied and blockaded, 3r0zil's only course of aclich would be 1o
€301l 10 orms

d) hence the tiist step 10 10ke 15 10 1everse the situotior 1n Uruguoy. which
18 a buffersicre between the two big ones.

When lhe shotks goancl 0 s otways the litlle sordines thor oie the victims ol
the woter s commotion. We heve seen such cold-wor hoppemings in the recent
tussle for hegemany over the River Plote basin, Brozil hos 50 profects for fhat
region; ol which 18 hove been completed. Five are in ¢conslruction, six ore subiect
to liigonon ond 21 cre unaer revitv:. CONASE crilicizes Argentino s hesitation and
occuses 1) ol using meons that are scarcely diplomotic, insteod of rying lo prevent
“Ihe Brozilians from moving wesiword in seorch of an empire thet does not speak
Poituguese

The Plota question wont heyond the borders of the neighboring couvntrics. Ghile
qo! mvolved in the groblem when <'ose Morio Poblo Patdo, the Acgentine Forcign
Ninister, visited thot country, He monaged to get Aliende to moke a stotement
concerning the use ol the frontier rivers, which belped 1o bring the nwo counlries
into o more amencble telationship,

Generol Morio Oriclini of CONASE con sce that behind di! this the Unsted
Siotes hos o hand in B ozilion palicy ond colls for "o closer oltiunce with Chile,
Bolivio and Pcru os Ihe first step n the defensive ‘rons, ond goes on lo 50y thet
this does not toke ploce Brazil will be given the heary indusiry while we {the Ar-
aentines] will cgain be rclegated to the sidelines.

Another importent foctor in the relotions between Biozil and Argenting is the
prospect of the loner's dependency on the former. It 15 in this contexi thot the
‘iode of Argentine comn far Brozilion monufociuted stecl goods should be viewed.
In the past five yeors the producton ol Brozilian com increosed from 225 €00 tons
in 1965 10 2.2 million tons projected for this ycor. This wilt dimmish Aigentina s
cxports by 54~ The foct that the Eximbonk hos oblained o lcan of $500 CO0 000
for Bruzil's slect ndustiy ciysichizes the sacial division ol the work in which Argen-
tina will not be permitiec] ta supply its own steel.

FUNDAMENTALS

The cggressiveness of Brazilion poiicy 15 the resull of the closh between the
upsurge and the depression of the domestic morkel. The exportation of moaufactured
aoods in porticulor is today one of the chief abjeclives of the technociats. lotin

Amenco s st perfec for this kind of po'icy, 13 the some woy as arc other oreos,
suwch o5 Jouth Africo, thodesa ord Pertuey!, with which Brozil mointors “ideco-
cicel ¥ontery under fae moto o “oggisene node ' The Ticasury Minister rery
«colly steted ot “3iczl is wocig o wor o lorexgn hiode, that is 1o say o s
ca~deororing 'o el cce sher costkirs, by icdicing there prospects’

For Acse plans 15 naericlize 1 % necessory to heve o “quiet and damocrosc
thet is. cootaiist) o n Amerca. la the words of Hugo Betlehem, ox-omoassader in
talwio, whe acs expeted for cosgaracy 1 tha? counry:

I cxe fiankly in fevor of O ioxm o intervention whicn the Brazilioa imagiio-
31 — so rventive of new fornslas of politicei, socicl ond econonic
coessstence amorg men — will be oble to find fer cstablishing relotions
bemeen the rctions, espeaelly & te case of ¢ family of notions like he
Lotn-Americar continert

WHO CAN OFFER MOST?

The fall of Juan Jose Tories aas ceused ¢ lissure in §e nolonolst bloc of he
Andean (cunttie: ond has opencd possbi §tes For the Biozihon offengive Argentiag,
which urxtz 1 the guiderce of Lonwsse hos adbered to the! bioc, now sces the means
of res¥anng subimperalst oxpariior diniashiag, Mcreove: these 1s now a dan jer
of jeccodi:ing the agreements on ron, ges, ol, pipelees ond hn os well cs of
he stepoit wihich hod oreviously <ome rom Bolivio agoinst Brozils cleims in the
Cuenco. Barzer now oiks the quetton: 'Nhc ton offer mosi?2 ond onswers: the one
who nceds 1ws! ond con oiier mcs. It will 5e no surpnse § Bolivic cionges oarvets
ond Eroal oace ogam bdecomes 1S monoger.

fn thei firet press conferenie the Bclivan dictoter and his Foiegn Alfci:
Miristes past ferword e long-stording prooier of cn cxd to the Paafic vie Chle,
which they eterred 0 0s o “seatinental and prociicol ore. dn ithe glans of the
pew regme e closh wath Chile is not cndy an immediore desice bst also on
anticipoted picvocatixn. Smce Chile hos o socolist govemment, withast physcol
ot ideclogicol frontiers with Brozi, o sleppng-up of lacnt conflicts is discermble
The resdt of this mught be ther Brazil wovld bock diplomalically o~d perhaps
wiltadiy 8alivia's maditime cloims. Acc no! thc words spoten in June by tre Brozilon
Ministor of Elucation, Calonel Jeroas Pessorrho, somewhar sgnificant:  The Andes
are no’ impassoble. t
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COLOMBIAN

GUERRILLA

by Ricardo Andino

IDE s the mop of the Colombion
guertillo and long is the rcod of
its struggles, struggles of years.

Al ecach bend of this rood, ot raried
ond dision! points on this mop of guerrito
geography, the ndelible ond slill recent
marks of heroic scerifices, brillion) iriomphs
bul olso some sad defeots remoin

The history of the Colombion guerrilio
regisiers lives of ineslimoble valor lost.

illustrious men have fallen in cembol,
men of greal intellecivol renown such as
Comilo Torres Res:repo, first guerritla priest
of South Americo

Unknoan, humbie, valiant heroes have
also fallon, mon and womaen of the people,
consecro:cd lo the revdlulionory siruggle,
who offered their dives for the cavse of
ralionn! libcrolioa in order lo threw oft
the yoke of in:poriolista and ol 1he sepoy
oligarchy.

The Guerrillos Resurge!

For scme time, olmost two years ofter
1969, guerrillo guns were silenl in certoin
Colombion regions. From ofor it was nol
cesy lo verify the couses of Ihis silence

The Colombian Governmenl ond the
high mifitary commond song of viclory.
They thought the silence in the former
zones of struggle was the result of their
ooporotus and their costly compaign of
supposed pacificalion.

The Colombion army, with weopons
supplied by the Goveinment of the Uniled
Stotes ond wilth the odvice of the US mili-
tary mission and some Isroeli experls,
applied the' sa-colled civic-militory action
to the pecsant regions considered 1o be
the rear guord of the guerrilla movements.
Millions of dollars were speal oa infra-
sirec’ure works, on various services and
in ¢ :pious Propagando.

Su.prisingly, o) the end of ‘csi Septem.
ber, the cbsenl guerrillos reopened fire
between the volley ol Upper Magdoleno
ond the liers of the ceniral ronge of Ihe
Andes in the hilly zone ol the deparimenis
of Huile and Tolimao  lhe scuth-control
port of Colombia.

On other guercillo fronts very for aparl,
in lhe northeost ond notthwest, guerrilla
octiors hod ncver ceosed olthough a cer-
tain timitotioa in their oclivities wos 1o be
obscived. The belief on the part of the
Colombian high militory command tha! i
conlralled the guerrillo focuses and hod
them enclosed and subjecled to the inevi.
table process of exlinclion wos folse. A
miroge.

The grodwoles of the Ponama Conol
zone or of Fort Tolemaida in the north.
cos) of Talimo (internodionol Antiguerrillo
School], the veleran experis in counter-
insurgency, hod forgolten thal the guer-
rilla, armed with sevolutionoty ideology
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COLOMBIA j

Population: 18.8 milion (+32% per year); 16.3 inhabitants per sq. km
Capital: Bogota, 1,750,000

Nationsl currency: Peso = S.111 (official rate)

Gross domestic product in 1965: approximately $280 per inhabitant
Annual growth rate 1958-1965: 4 6%

Per capita corsumptionin 1864: Energy: 494 kg.; steel: 31 kg.

VMajor products: Coffee: 480,000 tons (second i the world);
maize: 1.1 milkon tons; tcbacco: 43,000 tons; bananas, cotton;
oude oil: 85 million tons; gold: 11,000 kg.; steel: 200.000 tons;

tons.
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IMPORTS CI f

Food, beverages, 1obaxcco

Crude materials

Chemicels

Manutactured goods

Machinery, transportation
equipmant

Miscellaneous manutacty red

__PRINCIPAL SUPPLIERS

US A.

Wost Gormany
United Kingdom
Canada

Japan

Seveden

___EXPORTS FOB

Coffee

Crude oil

Bananas

Retined petroleum prod.cts
Raw cotton

Total

PRINCIPAL BUYERS

USA

West Geemany
Netherfands
Trinidad and Tobago
Spain

United Kingdom

ond swpporled by o politc.ized peasont
rcor guord, is unbeotable.

Moreover, it appears thot the Generol
Commoand of the Armed Forces of Colom-
bio wes very unprepored or ot leost very
confident of its opposent domination of
the silvaticn, when it aogoin heord ‘he
voice of ifles and the stoccoto ol machine
guns it the woods ond mounscins of Co-
lombio

Marching Toward Unity

Succossive cables from Bogota rionsmit
ted by Prense loting provided rews of the
resurgent quernlla over sevevol wecks

Ccrober 9. The lourth onniver-
sory of the osscssination of Coman.
dente Emesto Che Guevoro in Boli-
via coincided in Colombxa with the
cxpansion of the guernlla struggle
in scven of the 22 deportments [pro-
vinzes] of the country, and in tho
district of Coquecto on the slope of
‘he Amozon valley.

A communiqué distributed clandestinely
in Bogota on the some day, October 8,
announced the foimotion of the movement
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known os the United Front of Guerritlo
Action {FUAG], whase objechive it is to
caardinote the solidority of the urbon
centers with the difécrent guetrillo move-
ments operoting in the counlry: Revolu-
tionery Armed Forces of Colombia [FARC),
Notional Liberotion Army (ELN), Populor
Army of Liberction [EPL); ond the uprising
of the Guohibo Indians.

Scme days catliet the bulletin Rosisten-
cio, organ of FARC whose lcoder is Co-
mondante Monvel Marulondo Vélez, wos
also circulated clondestinely. In this ed:-
tion there wos o lote report on o genesol
guerrilla conference held in April of this
year ond 1n which o coll fer unily wos
issued. Resislencio said:

The fourth guernito conference de-
cided 10 troce the first lines of
shiotegic order on ‘he bosis of a
mi'itary plan thot calls for ottocks
on the fundamental suppors of the
segime, such os the ccanomy, frons-
potiotion, communications ond the
Armed Forces

We are port of the peosle who
struggle for chonge, and therclare
we hove cecided to increcse armed
guertilla oction, in which we qre




nvincible b‘eccusc we hove the sup-
port of the messes exdloited by the
pro-Yonkee government.

We do not wish to fight with the
demosrotic ond progressive scclors
of the Armed Fcices, ond on the
cordrory, coll on them to join the
rebel clergy, the struggling students,
the fighting workers, the progressive
intellectuals, the peosonts, and oll
of us who suf‘er, who wont o rich,
preud, gensious horeland ond o
just peoace. Thus united, we will
fight one ond another bottle uniil
we win power!

Colombia in o State of War

Anclher eable from Prenso Laling, on
October 10, sioted: “Colombia today s
under o virtual siate of war, with the
opplication of sitingent measures of mili-
tary conirol dictcted by the government
of Misoel Posirona Borrero in order to
confront the new peak of guerrillo actions
ond student ond popular protests.”

Al the end of October, the FARC guer-
rillos, spreed over the south in four
detachments, those of ELN in Sontander
ond Césor, ond onoiher FARC force cbove
the Mogdolena Volley in the center, car-
ried ou! three ombushes, five ossoults, the
cccupation of foar towns, the destruciion
of o helicopter, seizure of on oil camp,
cnd engoged in several baitles.

The ormy and tke police suffered nu-
merous losses {14 dcoths omong {unior
officers and soldiers, 18 wounded, 12 pris-
oners and 10 méssing), while the officiol
communiqués only mentioned the losses
on the port of the guerrillos. without ony
confirmation.

The present mililory mobilizotion is the
best equipped and the most extensive in
the post 20 yeors. Of the 10 brigodes of
the army, seven hove troops on maneuver
or ora maintoining special vigilance over
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vost mountoinous and wooded xones ot
enormous cos! and with very few resulls,
in o ferritory whose oreo is approximately
40000 km™,

The Guerrillo Map

Scporoted by enormous dstances, in
very different regians, in distinct ranges
of the Andeon orography, three different
peosont guerrilla movemenis remoin in
arms, ond in the Orinoco woods there is
one Indion ‘ribe.

The ELN, in-whose ranks the priest Co-
milo Torres Restrepo fought, now hos the
Spanish priest Domingo Loin, lts common-
der is Fobio Vdzquez Costoino, who works
in the vast southern zone of Sontonder
between the eostein ronge ond the valley
of the Mogdoleno, os well os the oil zone
of Barroncobermejo

The EPL includes various guerrilios dis-
placed from the Upper Sinu, the Upper
Son Jerge, the Ayapel stopes ond zones
of the Lower Couca. to the south of Cor-
dobo and the north of Antioquia.

FARC is the oldest pcosont movement,
Its eormmonder is Manuel Marvlondo Vé-
lez, who ot different stages hos fought for
olmost 20 yecars continuously ogoinsi the
army. He now hos four fronts: the northeost
of Coqueto, the southwest of Huila, south-
cast of Tolimo and the northwest of Cun-
dinomorco.

To appreciate the distances, it is enough
to nole that from Bogota, the FARC is
some 500 kilometers to the south ond
300 kilometers to the northwesi. The ELN
is some 500 kilometers from Bogolo. The
EPL is more thon 700 kilometers from the
copitol. The distonce between FARC ond
EPt alonc is more thon 1000 kilomelers,
ond between ELN ond FARC, more thon
800 kilometers. Between ELN ond EPL the
distance is 300 kilometers

(JAt dawn on November 19, 1969,
a horrible explosion at the US
Air Force Base, Kadena, shook
the entire area around HNaha,
Okinawa. A strategic B-52 bomb-
er taking off for the Viet Nam
war zon2 crashed and its deadly
cargo immediately exploded
Ovectoming their natural fear,
the curious who approached the
base viewed a scene which was
at first incomprehensible 1o them:
the emergency teams were mov-
ing precipitously, not toward

tae flaming remains of the g»
gantic bomber but rather towari
an area in tae exact oppssite di-

rection, although close to thze

site of the disaster.
Incomprehensicn quickly gave
way to the truth: the s:rategic
bomber had crashed a short dis.
tance from one of the most care-
fully guarded spots in Ckinawa,
the Chibana munitions depot,
where, as is publicly known, the
North Americzn occupation for-
ces store their nuclear arms.
Had the course of the B-52 va-
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ried slightly, possibly the entire
population — close to a million
inhabitants — of the largest is-
land in the Ryukyu group would
have been wiped out

It is difficult to speak of the
postwar period in Okinawa with-
out recalling conditions in the
islands when Japan surrendered
to the United States.

On September 2, 1945, aboard
the US warship Misdouri, an-
chored in the bay of Tokyo, when
the representatives of the Japan-
ese Government signed the terms
of unconditional Japanese sur-
render, under the Potsdam agree-
ment, the drama of Okinawa had
reached its zenith.

In March of 1944, a little more
than a year before with some
100 000 soldiers stationed in the
islands, the military commander,
faced with the imminence or in-
evitability of US invasion, exhort-
ed his troops “to die in an hon-
orable defeat.” In July of that

same year, the evacuation of the
elderly, the women and the chil-
dren was ordered and on August
22, when the Tsushima Maru sail-
ed toward the main islands with
its cargo of evacuees, a US sub-
marine torpedoed it and 1700 chil-
dren were drcwned.

On March 26, 1945, the US
armed forces disembarked on Ke-
rama, one of the islands near
Okinawa, and on April 1, they
landed on the principal island.
A new weapon of the epoch — the
flame thrower — went into ac-
tion.

On June 23, the Battle of Oki-
nawa ended with the suicide of
Genera! Ujishima and his Chief
of Staff, General Cho, and the
rest is a sinister revelation. In
the battle, 12500 US soldiers,
110000 Japanese soldiers — a
reat number of them Okinawan
orced conscripts — and 160 009
civilians living on the islands
died.

If this was Okinawa’s wartirne
quota, bow much worse 10 have
to provide a supporting sacrijice
in the postwar period. While on
the mai » Japanese islands the US
occupaticn assumed other charac-
teristics, in Okinawa the will of
the conqueror and Ris aims, the
imperialist domination of Asa,
were uLnequivocably manifested.

Ckinawa constituted and con-
stitutes the ideal base from which
US bormbers can reach objectives
in China, USSR, North Korea and
all of Indochina. And if this
characteristic is also applicable
to other US bases :n the area,
there is an element that is special
to Okinawa, and that is that the
group vof islands has the only US
military installations in the Far
Esst situated where Washingtlon
holds absolute contrel — that is
to say, where it does not depend,
as in Viet Nam or Kores, on the
stghility or instability of the

puppet zegime in office,

Because, since the end of the
war, Okinawa has been ruled by
a completely military government
— the Military Administration of
the Ryukyu lIslands up to 1950 —
end from then on, the Civil Ad-
rainistration whose supreme chief
has always been the US High
Commissioner designated by the
US Secretary of Defense. And the
General in command of the US
armed forces stationed on the is-
laad has always remained under
his jurisdiction.

A “Government of the Ryukyun
Islands™ has been set up, with a
chied executive and a Diet; but
the real power resides in the
North American chief under Ex-
ecutive’ Order Number 10713, is-
szed by the United States Gov-
erncent, which in section 11 (a)
s:ates:

Trhe High Commissioner may,

if such actions are considered

necessary to the fulfillment of
his mission, promulgate laws,




orders and regulations.
Tbe High Commissioner may,
if such action is corsidered im-
portant in its direct or indirect
effects on the security of the
Ryukyu Islands, or on relations
with foreign countries and in-
ternational organizations con-
cerning the Ryukyu Islands, or
US foreign relations or on the
security, the property or inter-
ests of the United States or its
nationals, in relation to the
laws, decrees and functions,
depending on the case:
1) veto whatever decree or
whatever part or pcrtion there-
of;
2) annul whatever law or
whatever part or portion of it
within 45 days fcllowing its
promulgation; and
3) remove any public official
from his post.
The High Commissioner could
assume totally or partially, the
exercise of complete authority

over the islands if such assump-
tion of authority is considered es-
sential for reasons of security.
It was with these powers that,
on October 1, 1949, the day on
which the People's Republic of
China was born, Major General
Sheets became High Commission-
er of the Ryukyus and started
the construction of permanent
military installations on the is-
lands, for the financing of which
the Government of the United
States would have to approve an
initial budget of $50 000 000.

The San Francisco Peace Treaty

April 28 is “Okinawa Day.” On
this day, in 1952, the San Fran-
cisco Peace Treaty went into ef-
fect, signed by 49 .countries on
September first of the preceding
year in that US city.

For the Okinawans, April 28
is really the day of humiliation.
Japan recovered its independence

in exchange for the martyred is-
lands, fixst in war, then in peace.
John Yoster Dulles the ineffable
creator of the “‘policy of contain-
ment” of the People’s Republic
of Chins, put his seal on clause
3 of the Treaty. Under this clause
the United States ceserved the
right to request coatrol over the
islands tharough 2 United Nat'ors
trusteeship, In any case, Wash-
ington would exercise complete
and unlimited rule over the
Ryukyus

IJn addition to this grotesgue
figure of international “law,”
Dulles added that Japan would
retain a “residual sovereigmty”
over the dismembered tercidory.
Never has anyone been able to
explain the significance of the
terrn ‘‘residual sovereignty’” to
which Dulles gave birth.

Moreover, the true monstrosity
was the contradictory position in.
which the Okinawz inhabitants
remained. From the point of
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view of the US Government of
the Ryukyus, the Japanese — ex-
cept for those on Okinawa it.
self — are fcreigners and require
permission of the authorities to
visit the islands. From the point
of view of Japan, the Okinawans
are Japanese who need fulfill no
reguisites at ail to visit the othet
Japanese islands. Nevertheless,
the US military authorities can
— and have done so against op-
ponents of the occupation — deny
Okinswans permission to leave
Okinawa.

A well-known case is that of
Kamejiro Senaga, President ol
the People's Party and recently
elected representative to the Jap-
anese Diet who on 16 occasions
was refused permission {o leave
Okinawa.

Ncrth American civilians, for
their part, can enter and leave
the Ryukyu Islands {freely ak-
though they need permission to
prolong their stay more than

m
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30 days. Moreover, they can be
arrested anly by the military
police, while the Okinawans can
be arrested.by the IS military
police and by the Ryukyu island
police as well.

This is the situation for tke
Japapese citizens who live in
Ckinawa, under the stipulations
of the San Francisco Peace Trea-
ts. This is why Aprl 28 is the
day of humiliation fcr Olkuna-
wans.

Bases an Stolen Land

Accurding to data zvailable, up
to 1969 there were 117 North
American military bzses on Oki-
nawa occupying 311 km?, or $i%
of the arable land of the island
territory.

On these lands, the US militar-
ists have constructed not only
airfields, military depots and in-
s:allaticns of wvarious kinds. but
also football fields, golf courses,
swimming poois and other areas
of recreation, and housing zones.
Forty thousand small, middle and
large landowners have been dis-
possessed in order to lodge this
gigantic North American suburb.

Here is an anecdote that illus-
trates how these lands passed
into North American hands

On December 5, 1963, in the
morning, the peasants of the vil-
lage of Gushikawa had a dis-
agreeable surprise when they
reached their plots of land for
their habitual daily work. Their
sweet potatoes and cabbage, ready
to be harvested, were uprooted
and mixed with the tossed earth
on both sides of a new road
opened through the fields. Some
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300 meters away the motors of
a bulldozer roared, while the
operator, engrossed in his labor,
scarcely noted the presence of the
astonished witnesses When the
operator of the machine ignored
the peasants’ pleas urging him to
stop the destruction, they went
back to the village and rang the
bells of the Government House
and called together all the in-
habitants of the village to tell
them what had happened. A little
later, several hundred men, wo-
men and children, interrupted
the work in the fields and the
bulldozer operator, intimidated
by the presence cf so many peo-
ple, stopped the machine around
which the protesters had gathered
to prevent it from working, and
to demand the presence of the
zonal military commander, one
Ogden.

But Ogden didn't come. Instead,
300 soldiers armed with rifles
appeared in several truchs. one
of which carried a machine gun
which was promptly set in place
on a nearby hill. The soldiers im-
mediately fired on the peasant
group, the women and children,
and beat them with the butts of
their rifles until they drove them
off the land after a fierce but
useless resistance.

There was no compensation
for the loss of their crops, since
the land requisitioned was des-
tined for the construction of an
installation wvital to the “free
world." It was there that the air-
port of Naha was built, the same
one over which a B-52 blew up
at dawn on November 19, 1963,
the day on which a million in-
habitants of Okinawa were on
the brink of extinction,
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SESENS Boomerang for Israel::

Taisir Kutmi, 36 Fears ol and presideat of the Palestairm Students' Uridn. was arrested
on Decenxber M2 1967, five days afler particpaiag iz the sabotage of an lsradi civilian
alnticer fron Lidea, detweer Ramallabh and Tel Aviv, 2lerg wifth an infiltrated rommando

group.

Frequeatlly seirrd by starxech cramps contrated $wring his confirermnent, Hubaa sxxe-
times pacet tact »n4 ‘ath while relivng 3¢ s soxe of the things that hagpened to
kim during ke dxee Years a3d 16 Jdavs tkal he vas heM in cidferen: Isreedi poisons

BErorE raT Juae 5 war 1 was asked
by the Front to work in internaticn-
al studert circles 1 participated in
many irternational student meeeting
to deferd the rights »f the Palestm-
ian people. Stortly zfter the oan-
flict it was cdecided thai it would be
a good idez if 1 started working in
occupied territory to awaken the
political coasciousness of our peas-
ants and refugees, and to organize
the students in resistance against the
occupatior:. In other words, it was
necessary to crgamzie  strikes,
meetings, protests, demonstrations.
Though petit bourgeors we had a
revolutiorary ideclogy but it was
necessary 1o test ourselves and the
ideclogy by putting them into ac-
tion.

After receiving brief military
tra‘ning a groap of us crossed over
to the West Benk of the Jordan Riv-
er at Kerameh, on August 3, 1967.

Our mission: to establish direct
contact with our pedple n the ce-
ctpied terriiory. We were Liiilining
our eciandestine work; during our
penstretion we hzd rumerous en-
:ounters with the Israsli watch-dag
patrcls.

How were you taken prisoner? Dii
sexienne give you away?

[ don’t believe so. One of the les-
soxs that I've learned through my
arrest is that nobody should know
the identity of somecne.who’s carry-
ing out an infiltration, not even
those who want to help. I atiribute
my capture to some indiscretion,
some exces; cf confidence on the
part of scrm e who felt secure tecause.
we were right next to them in Jeru-
salern, the very heart of the occupa-
tion, yet in spite of this we could
siil! operate against the enemy.

When they knocked at the door 1
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was lying down. They spoke in Ara-
bic. I thought perhaps some of my
comrades were returning but they
didn't give me a chance to get up.
They broke into the room violently.
They were Israeli soldiers and
without saying anything they start-
ed beating me up while they
searched the room.

“Where are the weapons and the
men under your command?*
“You are misteéken. I don’t know
what you're talking about. I'm
just a peasant. I’m just in Jeru-
salem for a few days of fun.”
“It's useless, don't lie. You're an
officer and we know it.”

“Here's my identity card,” I said

handing them a false Israeli iden-

tity card.

After they hit and handcuffed me
they pulled me out of the room and
took me in a jeep to Maskobeia pris-
on, formerly a Russian Orthodox
church whose cells of prayer have
been turned into torture chambers,
since the time of the June War.

They stripped me of my clothes
and handcuffed and naked, I was
whipped by eight Israeli agents in a
circle around me. When 1 lost my
balance and fell on one of them
they would push me on another.
They tried constantly to get me to
confess. They beat me for more than
six hours, until 1 fainted. Then they
placed me on my back, with m
raised legs thrust through the baci
of a chair and started hitting the
soles of my feet with a stick. When
this brought no results. they
changed methods: en officer showed
up but he was apparently opposed
to applying electric shocks on dif-
ferent parts of my body to force me
to confess. He argueo with them
and finally ordered them to leave
the rcom and leave me alone with
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him. He then approached me in a
friendly way and offered me cigar-
ettes; he said he was sure that I
was a good boy; that he swore by
the honor of the Israeli Army that if
I helped him he would keep the se-
cret, that he was only interested in
knowing where the weapons were
hidden and where the men under
my command could be found. [ re-
peated what I had said when I was
captured: that I had never seen a
pistol in my life except in the
movies. He took down my statement
and asked me to sign it. I told him
I didn't know how to write. Then
he said that I should place my
thumbprint at the end of the state-
ment.

“Do you want to work with me?”

he insisted until the end.

“I'm afraid they will kill me,” 1

answered playing along.

“The worf? you must do is not

dangerous. We will release you

and you will be in charge of
denouncing the guerrillas. %.ook,
here's & pack of cigarettes for you

[the best brand] to help you in

thinking it over.”

1 thought to myself that they

place a cheap price on treason.

When he left he ordered that I be
put in a cell until the following
morning.

During the time [ was in that
cell a multitude of feverish thoughts
assaulted my imagination. I imag-
ined how, if I pretended to agree to
his demands, he would free me; then
I would manage to escape his guards
and join my comrades; we would
laugh and make fun of the captors.
At the most intense moment of delir-
ium 1 heard footsteps: it was the
military police, They stopped in
front of the cell bars, aiming their
UZZI submachine guns at me.
Some of them came in; they hand-
cuffed me once again, blindfolded

-
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me and pushed me out of the cell
and through the prison corridoxs
with sharp curt words of “leR,”
“right,” “forward.” They put me in
a jeep and moved me to another
building within Jerusalem. When
they took the bendage from my eyes
1 was in a luxurious rcom. 1 was
alone for a while and then some 20
Israeli officers appeared, among
them a colonel whose accent was
obviously German and who led the
interrogation.

“How are you, Taisir Kubaa?"

His calling me by my name dis-
concerted rme. They had discovered
my identity.

“You've been to Munich, haven't

you?”’ :

I remained stlent.

“I'm from Munich,” he said.

My steady silence irritated one of
the officers, who struck me in the
face and ordered me to answer.

“How can ] answer when I don't
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%Peak Hebrew?" 1 said.

hey exchanged glances. Actually
the colonel had spoken to me in
English from the beginning, but I
jnsisted on playing the game though
1 knew 1 was lost.

The Colonel repeated very slowly
three times the same greeting: "“How
are you, Taisir Kubaa. President of
the ~Palestinian Student Union?”
Through a subtle psychological
game he was tryin¢ to convince me
that it was useless for me to contin-
ue to lie and that 1 should put all
my carde on the table. While he
awaited my reaction he opened up
the file he was carrying and started
0 read it next to me so that I would
see the newspaper clippings with my
pictures and statements during the
period of internatienal meetings and
congresses

“OK I'm Taisir Kubaa. What do
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you want from me?”*

“We don't want anything,” replied

the Colonel, “at any rate, what do

you want frem us?”

“Me? I want to resist the invad-

er.”

“You are really a man; my friend.

But what use is it for you to con-

tinue to deny the weapons and the

men under your command? Con-
fess, once and for all; where are
they?"

“I don’'t know what you are talk-

ing about. I've just arrived in Je-

rusalem. I haven’t even been able
to establish contact with the stu-
dents."

“Taisir, how is it possible that

being an educated young man,

you've resigned your post zbroad
and have come here to risk your
. life?”

“I don’t belong to the traditional

Palestinian leadership. I have an

ideology that forces me to return

here and fight against the invad-
er.”

“I'm not here to discuss politics,”

he grumbled, the muscles of his

face stiffening, and then demand-
ed once again, to no avail, that

I reveal the information.

“If you don't confess I'll send you

to a place you won't return from

alive.”

The situation was very tense. The
officers remained silent and atten-
tive during the interrogation.

“Before crossing the Jordan 1!

knew I was risking my life and |

crossed it.”

“You are obsessed.”

“That’s right — with defending

my rights.”

They transferred me to the Sara-
fand concentration camp, in Ramal-
lah. They locked me up in a cell of
1.80 square meters, where I couldn't

even stretch my legs. I had to re-
main with my legs bent whenever
I lay down to rest. The floor was
my bed, and I had a dirty blanket
for cover. There was a ghastly stink
from the sewer coming from the
other cells. My cell also served as
my bathroom. Since no light en-
tered, I lost track of time, They tor-
tured me sporadically. They would
stand me on a stool and hang me,
handcuffed. from a ceiling hook;
they would then pull the stool away
and I would hang like a piece of
meat in a butchershop. Then they
would whip me to force me to con-
fess. Many Palestinian prisoners
have remained partially or totally
paralyzed as a result of these sav-
age tortures that lacerate the joints
and muscles. They applied electric
shock to various parts of my body,
including my genitals. They used my
hands as ashtrays for their cigar-
ettes. They even resorted to police
dogs. The guards would egg them
on, and their eyes blazed with fury.
They would whip them and their
drooling mouths and enormous teeth
almost touched me. Since they were
not allowed to bite in my case, they
would paw the air tearing my
clothes and scratching my skin. With
what remained of my notion of
time, I think it was night when they
used to shoot their dying victims or
those ‘“obsessed”" prisoners whose
unwillingness to collaborate made
them lose their patience. Screams of
pain and desperation, sobs of ‘mpo-
tence would make those hours seem
interminable. One of tho:e nights I
listened, horrified, to them torturing
a child. His voice was unmistzkable;
he begged for mercy in the name of
Mohammed, of Allah and even of
Issa (Christ); that night I couldn’t
contain myself any longer and cried
as I had never cried during those
endless hours of torture. After 17

long days of this useless effort to
break me physically and morally,
they changed methods once again,

“We've been ordered to leave you

alone tut you must sign this docu-

ment sdaowledging that you
have not been tortured.”

“Have [ been tortured or rot?”’

“Yes, somewhat.”

I would have expected the tor-
turing of prisoners from anybody,
but never from Jews who once sui-
fered the same identical tribulaticns
from the fascists, How is it possible
for victims to iurn into torturers,
not of those who were responsible
for the suffering but of others who
are completely innocent of the
cruelties they suffered?

Of course, 1 refused to sign. From
Sarafand, they took me back to the
former church of Maskobeia, in Je-
rusalem, and placed me in a cell —
scarcely large enough for three peo-
ple — togetrer with four other pris-
oners, who had been captured

three or four days before. When I
told them who I was they told me
there was an intense campaign of
sofidarity :n the Arab nations and
throughout the worla by progres-
sive student 2nd youth organtza-
ticns demand.ng my freedorn. 'I'hen
I understood why they had ceased
to torture me, and why they were
so anxious for me to sign the docu-
ment absolving them from any ze-
sponsibility for the tortures they
had inflicted on me. From Masko-
beia they transferred me to Ramal-
lah. On April 20, 1968, four mornths
afier my capture, they tried me be-
fore a military court. They asked me
to choose an Israelj lawyer to defend
me. I refused. The Union cf Demo-
cratic Lawyers and the Internation-
al Union of Students had offered
the names of varjious lawyers to as-
sume my defense.

“If you don't allow those lawyers
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to defend me, | will defend myself,"”

They did not yield. They charged
me with infiltration end aifillation
w.th an illegal organization. The
international and Arab press cam-
paign, and the mobilization of stu-
dent and youth movements prevent-
ed them from carrying out their
trial behind closed dvors as they had
wanted in the beginning. Foreign
journallsts and consular represen-
tatives from Jerusalem attended the
trial a8 well as a good number of
Palestinians, men and women from
the West Bank who sympathize with
our cause. Israel wanted to condemn
the resistance through me, and I
wanted to condemn the occupation
through the judges. I rejected both
charges when I had to defend
myself.

“I did not infiltrate into any

foreign territory. I returned to my

country via Amman-Jerusalem,
exactly as an Egyptian would go

from Alexandria to Cairo, or a

Chinese from Peking to Shanghai.

There are various means of trans-

rtation: trains, airplanes, buses,
ut T like to walk. I'm poor and I

can't afford such means of trans-
portetion so I decided to walk at
night which allowed me to enjoy
the scenery, the moon and the
stars, aside from saving money.
You, gentlemen of the jury, are
the real infiltrators. You |{nfil-
trated my country and murdered
my people. You are really the
ones who should be sitting in the
dock and I should be judging
you."

They moved uneasily in their
chairg and began shouting for me
to shut up.

“I'm my own lawyer and I have

every right’to develop this thesis

in my defense. I also reject the

second charge.
“I'm not a member of an illegal
organization; I'm a member of a
progressive group which is recog-
nized by revolutionary forces all
over the world as a national
liberation movement and which
struggles against imperialism and
its servants. You, gentlemen of
the jury, are the ones who belong
to an illegal organization. Zionism
is a fascist, racist organization at
the service of US imperialism;
for those reasons the charges
made against me are actually
against yourselves. Third, I don’t
accept the legal authority of this
court. It has been named and ap-
pointed by a state that I don’t
recognize. [ am here under duress
in a military rather than a civil
court.”

“If you want your sentence to be

less severe, it is advisable that

you stop your political agitation.”

“I don't care if you sentence me

to life imprisonment. It would

be a reward for my inflexible
attitude toward the occupying
forces. The day will come when
you will be judged for your ac-
tions, and not only by the Pales-
tinian people. I can assure you
the judges won't be Christian or

Moslem. They will be Jews like

yourselves, but honest, progres-

sive Jews, enemies of Zionism.”

They threatened to order me from
the courtroom and to continue the
trial in absentia if I continued the
same type of defense.

“This is Ramallah. This i8 my

city, my country. You are the

ones who must leave. Ask those
present which one of us should
leave.”

The public broke into applause.
Some oF the women cried and others
began to boo the prosecution. The
court then threatened to empty the

room.

“Gentiemen, you must calm your-

selves. Misst, you ‘hrow them out

o1 their country and now you are

going to> throw 1thern out of this

room”

The authorities, having lost all
conirol, called in the m:litary police
and ordered them to take me out.
I refused €0 move. Ttey had to
carry me out. The trial comtinued
in my adsemce. A group of officers
and the mmajor communicated my
sentence to me in my cell: three
years. Wten they gave me my
sentence for me to sign. I refused.

“I don’t accept this sentence or

any oiker given by such a court.

You cam cut off my hand and

sign with it if you like, but as

long as | live 1 will rever sign of
my own will."”

“Sign and within a few months

you c¢an sppeal and we will

release you”

“The only thing I will do is to

ask my people 1o incresse the

struggle’’

I was in solitary confinement in
the Ramallzh prison for more than
six montibs. They then moved me to
the Nablus Centrel Prison with
more than 600 political prisoners.
More than 30% of them were peas-
ants and workers and the rest were
students amd professicnals. There
I started te work in the clandestine
organization. ! leatned there that
a revolutionary can be useful not
only in freedom but in prison. Po-
litical, cultuzal and ideological edu-
cationial groups were created 2mong
that vast mass of prisoners, who had
magnificent human qualities: they
organized movemens to improve
prison conditions, they began to
participate in the ceiebration of
patriotic Arab and international
dates, suchh as the hundredth an-
niverssry of Lenin's bérth: political

study circles d:scussed subjects suth
as the Cubzn and Vietnamese revo-
lutions. An urderground network to
detect and bring to justice the
“stool pigeons’ was effectively
established.

In August 1970 I was returnsd
to the Ramallah prison together
with 400 other prisoners, and I was
marked as one of the main political
agitators in the Nablus Cenriral
Prison. In Ramaliah, 1 was tolally
isolated from the rest of the prisan-
ers. They pleced me in a cell with
Bruno Broget. 19 years old, tae
Swiss patriot of the Popular Libeza-
tion Front who was arrested during
a {rustrated assault .n Tel Aviv and
sentenced to 15 years in priscn.
Once in a while they would approach
me offering my relezse if 1 “volun-
tarily” abandoned the West Bank,
but they always obtained the same
negative response,

On January B of this year they

unexpected]y took me from my cell,
bi:ndfolded me and put me in a
jeep, and drove for quite a while

on an upaved bumpy road,
which had us bouncing on our seats;
the wheels of the jecp raised such
heavy clouds of dust that it pene-
trated our throats and Jlungs and
caused a continuous, dry cough.
When the jeep stopped and they
removed the bandage from my eyes,
[ saw that we were in an arid
region. There were other prisoners
in other jeeps, and by the com-
ments we gathere:d that we were in
the Negev desert! They took our
belongings from us and pushed us
in the direction we were to walk.
We obeyed. After two hours of
walking in the desert a Jordanian
atrol saw us and took us prisoner.
hey kept us ten days in prison and
afterwards released us.




Notes on the Cultural Life
of the Democratic

Republic of Viet Nam

RPeter Weiss

Much has been wrltten about Viet Nam. Seldom a day goes by without some news in
the papers. on radio, televislon and film reporting the napalm burning of some Viet-
namese village, a B.52 bombing attack against the South or the North. the repression
of some group of students or morks in Salgon. of women raped, prisoners tortured, ete...
decds which, with the force of repetition, make daily and almost normal that which
undoubtediy constitutes the most monstrous and merciless crime in the annais of con-
temporary history: the Yankee imperiallst war against the people of Viet Nam. Then
this book on Viet Nam by Peter Weiss reaches us (once more Viet Nam), notable precisely
for its quality of going beyond the monotonous compilation of names, figurcs, dates
locations, quotations. etc., varlations on the theme, to penetrate deeply into the history,
poetry. the whole culture of the Vietnamese people. And when we finish reading it we
fcel greater admiration for these men and women and righteous indignation agalnst their
BEEX C80rS.

From the book by the German dramatist — well-known for his documentary theater
works — ammong them Marat-Sade and The Investigation (this last on the trials of Nazi
war criminals) — we have sclected two chapters: ‘Tradition, Ceremonials, Poetics” and
“Raw Material for a Poem by To Huu.” One need add only this commcntary by Peter
Weiss on his return {rom the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam: “When, after the air
attacka, I saw the peasanis of Viet Nam reconstructing thegir highwavs and dams with
rocks and mud, when I 8aw them up to their knees in the mud with their clothes muddy
and great hunks of mud in their hands, I had no doubt as to whether the man decp in
the mud was more devcloped, more dignified, and superlor, or whether it was that other
onic up there in his million-dollar machine.”

Nceuven Dinw Tui, writer, commissar in the people’s army, wearing a
green uniform, tells us about his daily work, which takes him on exten-
sive travels through the country. He offers some instances illustrative
offthe patience, understanding, and watchfulness needed in.carrying out
reforms.

108

Hexe and there he will run into the spokesman of a village committee
or a ctooperstive.who cannot break away from the role of village elder.
Sometimes these people are little tyrants. It is hard for them to give
up their patriarchal :hirking. Omce Ho Chi Minh visited a certain village.
Right away he noticed the attitude of the Jocal party secretary. He said
to the assernbled villagers: “When the party secretary has a birthday,
do you slaughter a pig?’ The answer was yes. Then he asked, “And you
get some of it?" Again he got a Ses. “And what is it exactly that you
get?” Then most cfther began to get the crift of his questioning. When
he said, “You get the miestines while the party secretary eats the head
and Lhe kams,” it was confirmed armid laughter and led to an important
insight

Often ambitious engineers come to the villages. They have studied at
the technical high school. They set up their insiruments and survey the
land. Then they mark out canals and dikes straight as a string, with
catastrophic results. The terrain is uneven, the fields form a mosaic ap-
parently without rule or system. Yet the way they are irrigated and
diked conforms closely to the varying eievations of the landscape. Thanks
to ancient tradition the peasants have succeeded, by means of ingenioas
devices, in keeping each piece of land under the same depth of water
whether i1 is high or low, here by using an inlet ditch, there one that
drains away.

Then along comes the young engineer, full of enthusiasm, thinking on
a big sczle, in terms of the collective economy, of uniform means of
transport, Yet when he puts his well grounded ideas 1o work it turns
out that the old system is still better, at least for the time being, Before
rationalization suitable for a2 modern industrial s¢ite can be applied,
basic transformations of patchwork surfaces must be carried out. Similariy
it turns out that water buffalo, before new methods can be introduced
in times of peace, is still the best source of power in working the rice
fields. Like 1the peasants, he is used to flooded ground, while tractors and
combineés sink in the muck.

Cultist practices in the villages are slow to change and adapt to modern
times. [n eaxlier days ancestral graves were located all over fam:ly land.
The Vietnamese peasant wants to be buried in the ground that he has
lived on and built up all his life. Now cemeteries are being set up on the
edge of ‘he hamlets This practice began with burying dead soldiers in
these places, often with merely putting up symbolic markers for those
whose bodies could not be brought to the cemetery for burial

When a wedding was being planned the families of the couple were
called into conference. The oldest members had to make the decision
and all the pertinent agrcements. Today most young people are far
away (rom their familits. if they are not in military service they are
working in the factories and workshops. In that case the factory party
secretary sometimes substitutes for the family head. #Wearing his best
clothes, with a white shirt- and tie, in the name of the young man he




looks up the foreman cf the section where the girl works, who has been
forewarned about tais ceremon:a] visit. To him he deiivers the suitor’s
request. The marriaze offer is then passed on to the girl by the foreman.

e paiterns of socisl relationships, to be sure, are changing, starting
with the younger gereration; young men and women wors and serve
side by side in the economiz and military units, they study together,
in the consiruction batialions boys and girls work together on the roads,
dams, and bridges; they have come a long way along the road from an
agrarian society to am industrial state, yet the mew situation is carefully
weighed against the demards of tradition and ceremony. EBven this
ever-incressingly urhanized culture retains certain of the characteristics
and paiterms that have kept the foundations of the rural society intact.

[n a comntry exposed to comstant anmthilatory atiack, where productmon
is carried an with great difficulty and is makeshift, it is important to
hold on to every institution from the past bearing witness to the life
force oi the people. Sacial intercourse, for example, is marked by mutual
politeness, by an appreciation of older people, by friendliness toward
children This behavior determines the social tone and makes for security,
pride, and calm. It leaves its mark on facial expressions, on gestures.
[t makes for the smiles and laughter accompanying every conversation.

The¢ city, the center exposed to comprehensive destruction, its out-
skirts geoaing out of Tuins and rubbdle, smashed bridges and roads, also
has its special tcne, which reverberates in waves through the streets.
This sound is composed of the many wvoices, of the whispering passage
of many bicyclés, the dingling of many bicycle bells, the shrilling of the
cicadas and bits of song sung or whisiled, fragments always leading on
to bits of another melody. The young girls, riding two to a bike or walk-
ing arm in arm down the street, wear their long hair hanging down
their backs or braided under wide, pointed straw hats. The yoing men
in militery uniforms, tropical helmets camouflaged with leaves, also
often walk hand in hand or one with his hand on the other’s shoulder.
Their rubber-soled sandals make their steps soundless. Conversation
anong the men s intimate, almost delicate, and they embrace on meet-
ing and give each other a brotherly kiss on parting, and among the
women, too, there is a similar phystcal intimacy, yet men and women
keep their distance when tbey meet or converse. Only in the parks,
by the lake, do couples sit holding hands, he with his military gear at
his side, she in her working-girl's blouse.

There 1s no visit, no conversation, that does not begin with the tea-
drinking ceremony and questions about health and family, about the
age of the children, about their interests and what they want to do when
they grow up. The general imag® of the person one is talking with is
first established before one comes to questions of politics, sociology, art,
and literature. As these preliminaries proceed a sense of relaxation
arises, a social relationship is projected, one feels oneself to be in the
home of a host who is concerned about his guest’s well-being, whether




the meeting occurs in an official institution or in a jungle hut. involved
in this willingness to come halfway, in this openness toward each other,
is a practical awareness. Extreme punctuality is expected of the visitor,
the visit is limited to a definite span of time, and there is no opportunity
for improvisation.

These modes of behavior, at once polite and strict, intimate but disci-
plined, are reflected in speech, prose, and poetry.

The word “I” has 15 different variations, depending on whom you
are talking to. With a superior, an older person, the way of expressing
“I” is different from that with a friend, a younger person. With his
students the teacher refers to himself not as “I" but as “the teacher.”
“I” = Toe also means “servant” and in earlier times was used as a sign
of submission.

There is no “you” and “thou.” When addressing someone else the third
person is used — e.g.: “I say to the honorable sir'" = Cu or “I say to the
comrade” = Dong Chi. The husband addresses his wife as “younger
sister” = Em, the wife her husband as “older brother” = Anh.

Even today in the villages children are not addressed by their own
names. Out of respect for the spirits, which may do a child harm or kid-
nap him, a cover name is used. A girl whose name means “pearl” is
addressed as '‘cow.” The child is aware that he has another given name
but responds to the nickname. Thus, the spirits are outwitted. Avoidance
of the given name can lead to the following ceremonial exchange:

The wife calls out to the rice field: Who calls for whom

The husband answers: Who is who

The wife shouts back: Who calls and to whom does someone answer

The husband calls: Who answers

The women responds: He who calls for his wife.

In the monosyllabic Vietnamese language most words have six mean-
ings.Only by tonal variation can these differences within the word be
brought out:

Ma, with a falling sound: But
Ma, with a rising sound: Cheek
Ma, drawn out: Horse

Ma, interrogatively: Coffin

Ma, short: Bush

Ma, tonelessly: To play

The words of the Vietnamese language, stmple in their basic from, rich
in intonations, arising out of pictorial symbols, still preserving their ideo-
sraphic character, are used poetically in a way that makes translation
ifficult. Because of the lack of verbs the meanings of words are estab-
lished through context. The rich possibilities of rhyme and word play
come out both in $ongs and in conversation. In the so-called frog poem
one sentence hops to the next: the first speaker sets the theme, the sec-
ond has to cap it in rhyme, the third must continue it, and so on, until
the last one in the round brings it to a conclusion.
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In the villages during the harvesting, while the rice is uring threshed
or during other activities, choruses and single voices can otten be heard,
singiog 10 one another and being answered in verse. Here it happens the
rhymes are often comstrucied in a iocux-syllable measure.

The classic poetic focm consists p! successive six- and eight-syllable
lines. Within each lire there is a precisely measured rhythm of soft and
hard intonations. The thyme jump; frcm the last syllable of the six-
syllable lirie to the sixth syllable of the eight-syllable line, and from the
last syllable at the end of the line, where a new rhyme is established,
to the end of the {ollowing six-syllable line

————— +
————— + — +
————— +

_____ gL

e —

Nguyen Dinh Thi calls this rhy:hkm, this melody, which is found all
through the Vienamese language, the lyric wind.

The greatest of the classical poems. Kieu, is knowr. everywhere :hrough
oral transmission. This work, by Nguyen Du, was written at the begin-
ning of the 19th century, when the feudal masters were reestablishing
their power with France's heip. It describes the way a woman leaves
her lover and sells herself into a brotkel to pay off her family's debts.
Behind the succession of woes that carry her to the brink of death and
finally to miraculous sslvation stands Vietnamese society itself at the
beginning of the capitalist stage, although here moved back into Middle
Kingdom times. The people recognized themselves in the sufferings cf
Kieu. [n difficult times people have turned to the poem as to some book
of miracles and would have their future told by a soothsayer from words
picked out at random.

French, English, and German translations offer renderings of varying
value but bring across nothing, unfortunately, of the poem's peculiar
melodic quality.

An example should clarify the word structure of a few lines of the
Kieu poem:
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Sadness
Sadly

Thuyen
Boat
Boats

Huon

Sadness
Sadly

Hoa
Flower

Flowers

Buon

Sadness
Sadly

Chen
Foot

Buon

Sadness
Sadly

make
noise
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trong.
look

I look
see her

ail
which

to which
belong

trong
loak

I look
see her

troi
put
forth

trong

look
I look
see her

may
cloud
sky
horizon

trong

look
I look
see her

am

make
noise

roar

thap

appears

ngon
peak
peaks

man
without

ngon

peak
peaks

mat
face

”

wind

tieng
voice

cua/bien chieu
door
harbor
sea

evening

thoing
vanishes

nuoc

water
waves

mac
end

aimless

€0

grass
grasses
stalks

nuoc

water
water
surface

cuon

tear
fall

song
river

hom

late

canh buom xa

wing sail far

moi sa

new sink

again foam

again and

again

biet la

know be

unknown

rao rao

withered wither
dried up

mot mau

a color

flowing

together

mat nhanh

face quick
heavily

Ien quanh

rise about

rises all

up about
circle
about

ve

xa

far
wide

dau

where where

whither

xanh xanh

blue blue

ghe ngoi

chair sit

place sitting
place




Nguyen Dinh Thi says, “Whenever I hear this verse, shivers run
through me."”

The politician or soldier who also writes has always been a familiar
figure in Viet Nam. A deep relaticnship to poetry is a characteristic of
the people. Evelybody can repeat excerpts from the Kieu epic in recita-
tive. Contemplating this country’s powers of resistance, again and again
we are struck by its cultural continuity.

Raw Material for a Poem by To Huu

To Huu was born in 1920 in Hue. At the age of 16 he entered the under-
ground struggle. At 25 he successfully led the uprising at Hue. Since
1960 he has been on¢ of the party secretarics. Many see in him the coun-
try’s leading poct. His voice has developed with the revolution. Schooled
in politicat struggte trom early years, he is aiways seeking a synthesis:
to translate the intensity of his own experience and vision into concrete,
everyday language.

After the victory over French colonialism he belonged, as a party
member, to the faction of the dissatisfied and much criticized. At that
time most of the writers and artists who had taken part in the resistance
struggle had changed their calling and way of lite. They had become
government officials, functionaries, army cadre leaders. They were, more-
over, subject to strict military discipline, which permitted scarcely any
activity. When they demanded conditions necessary for their work they
ran into bureaucratic lack of understanding.

In 1955 there was a fundamental discussion in the writers union of
authors’ working conditions and beyond this of the question of freedom
to publish, cvoked by ncgative reaction to the poems of To Huu. His
collection of poems entitled Viet Bac. it was said, lacked class character,
represented a petit-bourgeois kind of poetry, did not reflect reality, and
rather lost its2lf in dark pessimistic images.

This discussion, in the course of which the party leadership admitted
to having made mistakes in matters of literature and art, was addition-
ally colored by an aware.ess of blunders in land reform. The attitude
that lcd {o the reversal of error with respect to art and literature is
expressed in a proclamation of Ho Chi Minh's in August 1956 criticizing
false measures in land reform: “Mistakes must be made good energetical-
ly and systematically. Mistakes that can be corrected at once must be
corrected at once. Mistakes which cannot be made good at once must
be made good after appropriate investigation. We must consolidate our
success and eliminate defects.”

To Huu's opposition to intellectual narrowness, to bureaucracy, and
also his eterpally watchful self-criticism all carry weight when the rela-
tionship between policy and art and the socialist thesis of party direction
of artists come up for discussion. The argument about basis 4nd super-
structure, about the need for an unequivocal political system and the
creation of realistic art formis to protect it, is still undecided. In this
dispute the party leadership is receptive to argument. but the function-
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ariegs are often unylelding. Conflicts like this are unavoidable in a coun-
try in which art is losing its private, subjective, speculative character
and taking on & social, pedagogic, and ethical meaning.

To Huu:

Art cannot be regulated by one single decision.

During the last twenty years we have tried in our writings to brin
to light the thought and poetry of the people, for in the people is foung
our democratic tradition, beneath the overlay of the culture of the priv-
tleged classes.

n our political effort we havessucceeded in assimilating this democratic
idiom. In literary wo:k we have only partially succeeded. Art and liter-
ature progress more slowly than politics. Our political and military
weaponsg are superior to our poems in swiftness and striking power.

The fighter planes in the sky drown out our words.

On this account our tradition of resistance still {inds strongest expres-
sion in the salvos of our cannon and in our fighting men.

There is trust in the rifle, the cannon, the hand grenade. Our words
carry elements cf uncertainty. Our military operations are prec’sely
synchronized, one after the other. Our writing is a slow cireling about,
a listening, an answering, as on the Hat Cheo stage.

We speak the language of the peasants. A language rich in invention
but quite limited

We live far from the advanced world. There are many things we un-
derstand only imperfactly. We do not know how life is in the developed
countries. We do not kncw what the conditions are there for the struggle.

Being situated far from the advanced world there is only one possibility
for us. The possibility of using force.

For us there is no path through legalism. We began the struggle in
extreme degradation. From degradation we have progressed to poverty.
From poverty we are working out for ourselves the basic values of
existence. There is much we do not understand.

We do not understand those who measure everything in terms of
money.

We ask ourselves, what else do they have besides money when they
come parachuting down on our country.

Our struggle is different from the one in the Soviet Union, different
from the one in China, in Cuba. Before us lies the Pacific Ocean, and its
name is betrayal. From it comes everything that threatens us, all our

ain.

; Behind us, the mountains. Here we must live, between sea and moun-
tains. Here we must hold fast, for us there.is no long march; we must
cling to our own soil

We have not laid siege to the cities from the countryside. We have
used the strength of the cities. The peasants’ struggle has been united
with the workers’ armed resistance in the cities.

In Cuba the suffering of the people was the same as our suffering.
Yet there the historical process preceding the revolution was much short-
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er, smaler. We love Cuba very much in her hour of danger.

We alk 3 lot gbout patriotiam. But what we are fighting for is ‘he
sn;xll man's patridtism, local patiotism. We don’t ever forget that in
this war for unity tde workers’ parties of the world are at stake.

While we are fight:ng we always keep in mind this great latent strength.
We think of the warkers, peasants, students, intellectuals of Burope and
America We had lo wait for five years before the people of South Viet
Nam had grasped the situation and started to counterattack. In the other
lands of East Asia the condit:ons for revolutionary struggle have now
beea created.

Lacs, Thailand, Cambodia will go the same way as Viet Nam. The
Indones:an pecple xill also make a start toward freedcm.

When the fighting is over we will get on with the work of corstruction
that we started a decade and a half ago.

[n our preparations we think of the South. [n the South the poisoning
of souls is worse than the physical dying.

Women in the South axe forced to trample in the dirt the rights they
have fought foz.

Young people are again being forced to do slavish things.

Yet we know {rom experience that when the revolution comes, the old
and the corrupi quickly disappear, often without a sign or sound.

We see it every day: many who had just been living in terror become
fighters.

Their faces change.

_ The faces of the women in the North are likewise marked by depriva-
tion. They work haxd, sleep liitle. And marked, too, are the faces of the
young soldiers, the pioneesrs. Aod yet they mirror strength and confidence.
They are masters of their own lives.

Their sisters and brothers in the South: someday they, too, will be
entitled to rule their own land

Someda_s the present struggle shall grow into peaceful activity. Needs
for material goods will arise. Yet these wishes must never get the upper
hand over the thinking, the :declogical life.

If we do ot preserve the values of this gepuine freedom, then the
hard-won achievements of the revolution will have been in vain.

When there are cities again, electric light, a tablecloth on the table,
our resistance must be continued; we have to keep on growing, we must
not sink back jnto quiescence.

Every day ef repose is dangercus.

The rebuilding of our unspeakably ravaged land will require the ef-
forts of all living generations,

A pause.

A moment of relaxatlon.

A legitimate wish

But the enemy is not yet besten.

It will be a long time before he is beaten.

We say to them who rise up against the reactionary regimes in their
countries: “You are the majority.”

When you are in possession of the truth, then you are the majority.
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The Provisional Revolutionary Government of South
Vietnam has offered a 7 Point Proposal for peace in
Vietnam. In it there are two points which the PRG
says hold the kev to the end of the war: -

1) THE U.S. GOVERNMENT MUST SET A DATE |
FOR THE TOTAL AND UNCONDITIONAL WITH-
DRAWAL OF ALL ITS TROOPS, ADVISORS AND
WEAPONS AND THOSE OF ITS ALLIES.

2) THE U.S. GOVERNMENT MUST STOP ALL IN-
TERFERENCE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF
SOUTH VIETNAM, AND CEASE SUPPORT OF
THE CORRUPT RULING GROUP HEADED B (.
NGUYEN VAN THIEU,
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