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The picture of (ke Thizd World iatellectuel disengaged
from his emoironmest, alienated from his very manaer of
expression by a symbiosis ¢f colonlalization, and who,
through the loss of contact vtk Aie reality, decomes an
initrument — conscions or ot — of the oppressor of his
own people: this is the therre of our cover. v At the root,”
publication of the Genercl Resolution of the First Congress
of Education and Cultuze c§ Cuda, in our section

' New Expressio) {3 the Cubon Revolution’s answer to those

who try to decome spokesmezr and ideologists for our people,
without {dextifying completely with them; aad it estoblishes
the notional dases of ¢ society thar has erased all forms

of oprTession and feces the historfc responsibility of creating
new men. The solidity of ¢ pcople in revointion, the rood
ahead toward the constTuction Of ¢ new culture nourished
by the most genuinely nationel traditionsg, is the vleto
offcred by toriter Peter Weiss, a guest in our pages on
other occsions, in his book Notes on the Cultural life

of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, jrom which we
excerpt a selecton for Books of Today,

Among the African solutlons to problems of culture

— wohlch is viewed as g product of man and a part of him
in all its manifestations, solztione and problems, most of
them genezal to all Third Worid pecples — is this article
“People and Technigque” in Starting Points. taken from the
presentation given (ast August by the Guinean leader of
the PDG, Luls Behaazin, during the Seminer for Political
and Jdeological Ponmation at the Pariy's Schoot for
Cadres.
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AsiolovniLotrorary Oenerat of OSPAAAL, on the
Iasiversdryyef (Ae comatitution of the Execvtive
lartatl Purthey cvldence of the profound
badevnarionsliam end mllitant brotherhood of the Cuban
FAvsiniton g (he apeech “Unity withouy Boundaries™ by
Fidel Cdotre, Prime Minister 0f the Revolutionary
Govdrament and Firsg Secretary of the Communist Party
¥ Cxba, on the occasion of the tenth anniversery of the
“uban victory at Pleys Giron, in Land of Ideas. °
Foliowing (he smashing of the counterrevolutionary
wivasion aud i1s fifeh column, there is @ respite in Guinea,
The orlging of the seditton, the thinly veiled international
»let againse thig oounlry and 1its struggle ave
well.documented in Experiences and Facts, in the article
‘Parenthenile,” vwritten by the Nigerian commentator
Eskoy Toyo.
The determination which has crystaliized in the [rish
people over eight centurdes of struggle, its genesis, its
suecessive menifestations, the Jociat, Ristoric and economic
context in which it has developed, make the information
= Michgel Meyerson's article “Unique lIreland,” in
Meridian Liberation, o Worthy addition to the
raderstanding of (he reality of that country which, despite
¥: geographic and culturol location, suffers many 0f the
oppressions comiror b the peoples of Africa, Asio and
Letin Americe.
In its decadence, the bourgeoisie betrays itself, epen
tn it3 own most elermeente! principles, Thus the US press,
30 vocal in its defense of freedom of opinion — one of the
reesons given for the dourgeoisie’s accession to political
PRver — prectices stlence and 9ags informiation in the
t€rice 0f the fnterests of the 8ystem of which it is
@ part. In Man and XMis Word. “Imperigl Self-Censureship®
@ the product of gn expayition by the US fournalist
Jafwes Rigging reflecting thiz attitude on the payt of the
great Yankee press, which i5 so outstandingly corrupt and
therefwg, the ariithesis o] the cultural aspirations o the
PeoFles in their broadest sense — our theme from the
R
ly, we present as the main topic in Newz Behin

News, ar-article on the panorama of the present mﬂv&:
g’oble’r:s lhyc{:ge bc;sfed OR an interview with Jacques

ionchol, ter A lture in the Pe
Sriiic Ry oricu he People’s Unity
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Unity Without Boundaries

Fidel Castro

This is the speech with which the Prime Minfster of the Revolutionary Government and
First Secretary of the Comrounist Party of Cuba, Comandante Fidel Castro, closed the
meeting held on the tenth anniversity of the Victory of Gicon. Tricontinental msgazine
publishes it in its entirety for its clear definition of Cuba's politica) position and its histaric

ocontent.
DISTINCUISHED GUESTS;

Relatives of those who fell at Giron;
Comrades:

Comrade Volodia Teitelboim, a vet-
eran revolutionary fighter from
Chile who has participated in many
acts of solidarity with our country,
spoke of his wish to psrticipate in a
modest way in this event. No such
thing could be possible. To us, the
presence after ten years of a repre-
sentative of a revolutionary people
that has embarked on the road of

revolution and whose present lead-
ers are inspired by the same prin-
ciples and the same doctrine that
inspire us — in each case, naturally,
applied in keeping with the con-
crete condition existing in each
country — is highly symbalic and
carries with it a message "of pro-
found significance.

tlis presence here has great
meaning for us. And his words have
not only struck an emotive chord
deep in our hearts but have also
filled us with satisfaction and made
this 10th anniversary even more
dramatic.

‘With this simple, yet militant
ceremony we commemorate those
events. The battles of Playa Giron
were an episode whose historic sig-
nificance even we failed to under-
stand fully at that time,

Our fighters simply marched on,
full of ardor, to meet the ememy,
and they did whst they had to do.
They did not go there to write a
page in history, and yet, although
it had never entered their minds
to do s0, they did write such a page.

The event has been spoken of
everywhere in the world and cven
today the date is remembered in
practically ali the newspapers the

1d over.
e defeat of the mercenary

invasion at Playa Giron had a trau-
matic effect on the United States
itself. We were reading a dispatch
from a US news agency with refer-
ence to that date, which speaks of
the impact made on imperialism
by that defeat.

In this arsalysis made by the
news agency, datelined Washington.
April 17 — it's from the Associated
Press — it says:

One of the darkest ' hours in

the history of United States for-

eign policy occurred shortly be-
fore dawn on a day like today,

J0 years ago, on the swampy

beaches in the southern part of

Las Villas Province, Cuba.

The southem coast of Cuba was

the scene of the landing of some

1500 Cuban ex:les, trained and

equipped by the Central Intel-

ligence Agency, whose purpose
was to put an end to Fidel Cas-
tro’s leftist regime.

That was the frustrated inva-

sion of the Bay of Pigs, whose

10th anniversary went practically
unnoticed by the majority uf the

American public.

In retrospect, the Bay of Pigs

invasion was one of the most self-

defeating actions in all the 195

years of the history of the United
States.
The Bay of Pigs invasion had
profound repercussions, the most
immediate one being the worsen-
ing of relations between the
United States and the rest of
Latin America. In the days that
followed, anti-US demonstrations
were held in Buenos Aires, Bogo-
ta, Nexico, Caracas, Montevideo
and Santiago.
One month after the invasion,
and evidenily concerned over the
United States’ loss of prestige,
Kenredy urged Congress to ap-
propriate 25000 million dollars
over a period of ten years to take
more US astronauts to the moon.
Congress gave the program its
approval with alacrity, with very
few votes against.
Another theory which prevails
in. Washington is that the Bay of
Pigs fiasco moved the President
to sead more US troops into Indo-
china.
According to this theory, after
the Cuban disaster Kennedy
thought that it was essential for
the United States to make a show
of force somewhere else in the
worid to uphold its prestige as
a great power and. avoid being
accused of f{ollowing an “appease-
ment policy toward Communists,*
as charged by the Republican
Party.
Whea the Government of South
Viet Nam was threatened by an
internal insurrection supported
lgcy the Communists in the North,
ennedy began to send a num-
ber of mil:tary advisers to help
avoid communist expansion.
However, more than a year and
a half aiter the Bay of Pigs affair,
at the time of Kennedy's death,
the miiitary personnel in South
Viet Nam had reached a total of
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16000 soldiers — tbe beginning
of a participation that would
bring the total figure to 525 000
at the end of four years.

The question of whether there
is a direct connection between
the Bay of Pigs fiasco 2nd the
United States’ participation in the
Viet Nam conflict will be a sub-
ject of discussion for historians.

We really don’t think that the:

imperialist aggression in Viet Nam
has anything to do with the Bay of
Pigs defeat. The United States’ par-
ticipation and aggression in Indo-
china is part of its well-known role
as international gendarme &and re-
pcessor of the revolutionary move-
ment all over the world. But still,
that shows the effect, the deep
impact made on the United States
itsel{ — that is," on the imperialist

vernment of the United States —

the Giron defeat.

Needless to say, the struggles of
the - people of Viet Nam, both in
merit and heroism, far surpass
anything known to date. The theory
mentioned in the dispatch is a false
theory. It would be ridiculous to
imagine that they went into Viet
Nam to get even for what happened
to them at Giron, considering that
the beating they are getting there
is even worse than the one they
got at Giron.

The latest trouncing, the one on
Route 9 in Laos, was worth one
Giron and a half — it was another
Dien Bien Phu. Without a shadow
of a doubt, the puppets and
their Yankee advisers were handed
a crushing, overwhelming defeat
there.

There’s an issue of the Mexican
magazine Siempre! that has a cover
dealing with the fighting in Laos.
It shows a photograph of a Yankee
| helicopter flying about 300 feet
above the ground, with a whole

chain of puppet soldiers hanging
from its sides while hundreds of
hands are extended toward the heli-
copter. That was really a desperate,
shameful rout.

Imperialism, in its role of gen-
darme, has lately been handed
defeat after defeat and these defeats
are slowly weakening it and dulling
the sharpness of its claws.

The significance of the defeat at
Playa Giron is that it took place
in Latin America, that it resulted
in what is currently described as
the first victory against imperialism
or the first defeat of imperialism
in America.

This has to do with the innumer-
able ocrastons on which the impe-
rialists iniervened in Latin Amer-
ica, robbed Latin-American nations
of vast extensions of land, interfered
in their internal affairs — as they
did many times in our country and
in Santo Domingo, Mexico, Nicara-
gua and several other countries —
and, always, strutted like conquer-
ors over all our countries and suc-
ceeded in imposing their policy and
getting away with it.

It wasn’t too long before the fnva-
sion of Playa Giron that the CIA
had participated in a similar pro-
cedure in Guatemala. through which
it defeated that country’'s popular,
progressive government

Of course, the significance grew
to the extent that the Cuban Rev-
olution took on a much more radical,
more defined character.

Today we recalled how the social-
ist character of the Revolution was
proclaimed on that April 16, That
character, of course, was not given
by proclamation. It was given by
the revolutionary measures, by the
revolutionary laws adopted in every
{ield, beginning, naturally, with the
Agrarian Reform Law and all the
other measures that brought about
a radical change in our country’s

¢eonomic and social structure.

There were some — not in Cuba,
though — who wondered why the
soclalist character of our revolution
whs announced at that moment. And
there were others who admired the
deed.

This can be explained very
ecamly. We were in the midst of a
battle; we had been treacherously
attacked in the simultaneous bomb-
ing of our airdields, by which the
enemy sought the destruction of the
few, old planes we had. The ag-
gression had begun and the fight
was on. And when aggression comes,
when the time to fight comes, it
is then that the banners must be
raised higher than ever. It was
imperative that the banner of the
revolution be raised higher than
ever in the face of the treacherous
cowardly enemy who attacked us,
in the face of the powerful imperial-
ist government that prepared the
invasion.

That is why our fighters went to
Giron, to defend not only the sacred
soil of the homeland, to defend not
only their interests, 1he interests of
our workers and farmers, but also
to defend the:r ideas and their rev-
olutionary process, clearly defined
as a Socialist process.

It was the imperialists who had
been saying that the Cuban Rev-
olution had been betrayed. That
view, naturally, was based on the
imperislists' idea of what a revolu-
tion should be; in other words, a
revo ution of the bourgeoisie, a rev-
olution of exploiters, a revolution
of the defenders of the imperialists’
interests — which therefore, was
nothing but a pseudorevolution.

The Cuban Revolution had begun
more than a hundred years ago. And
at every epoch, at every moment,
it followed a Hne and pursued a
Poul an objective, which in that

1al phase was independence. But
even then. our revolution was an

anti-imperialist revoluuon.

Ard our revolution was becoming
more and more radicalized. A vast
change had taken place from the
first ideas of the retels themselves
in 1868 to the ideas of Marti. In
fact, in the initial stages of that
struggle, the revolutionaries still
viewed the United States in the
role wh:ch, without a doubt, that
country had played for a long pe-
riod of world history; that of the
land of the Pilgrims the scene of
one of the first contemporary liberal
revoiuticns. It was a country which,
douttless, served as an example for
other countries for quite some time.

Therefore, at that time, back in
1868, there were still a few Cuban
rebels who spoke of annexation.

However, that revolution became
more and more radicalized and
thase ideas were gradually swept
away and finally discarded com-
pletely. And by 1895 the process,
radicalized by the participation of
the people, by the participation of
the humblest elements of our people,
of the freed slaves, and with a
leadersh:p born precisely of the
humbles: strata of our- people, con-
tinued its process of radicalization.
Nobody will ever forget Maceo'’s
words, ‘“Whoever dares grab Cuba
will only gather the dust of its
bloodstained soil — if he doesn’t
die in the attemnpt.”

And Marti, when he spoke more
freely than ever before, when he
cand:dly wrote everything he felt
deep down in his heart in a letter
to his friend Manuel Mercado, ex-
pressed with unquestionable clarity
the Joy he felt in his readiness to
devote every day of his life to his
homeland and to fulfill the elemen-
tary duty of keeping the United
States — through the independence
of Cuba — from expanding-into the
Antilles and pouncing, with added




force, on the peoples of America.

And Marti added that everything
he had done until then and would
cortinue to do was aimed at the
same objective,

Yarti also said he wanied to cast
his lot with the poor of the earth.
And it was that same Marti who
admired Karl Marx because he had
taken the side of the poor.

That was already a revolutionary
thought in full evolution and devel-
opment.

The Cubans couldn't even reach
their goal of {ull independence.
Everyone is more than familiar with
the sad story of how the mambises !
fighters were even prevented from
enterlng Santiago de Cuba, of how
they were even deprived of having
the government of their homeland
in their own hands. Angd there’s the
Plait Amendment, the Guantanamo
Base, the governments imposed on

the people, the humiliating conces-

sions that served to ravage our
economy, the corrupt regimes, the
endless direct and indirect inter-
ventions in our country and the
falsification of our own history.
And the indoctrination that began
in childhood, which pictured the
Yankess as the liberators of our
homeland, as the 'generous libera-
tors of our homeland, attempt-
ed to belittle our historic values;
it was an indoctrination similar to
that put into effect in Puerto Rico
to crush the independence current,
to crush the national values of that
country, which together with ours
formed what someone described as
“the wings of a bird.”

And let no one forget that Marti
began his fight for Puerto Rico’s
independence and that the proclama-
tion written by Marti, Maceo and
the other liberators was a proclama-
tion for thé independence of Cuba
and Puerto Rico.

The United States tried to do
pract'cally the same things in our
country. However, by the time the
Cubsn Revolution had reached that
stage, our pedple’s aspirations and
goals had to be, by all means, in-
comparably higher than those they
might still have had in 1868, and
even in 1895, and higher than the
aspirations of 1933. Such aspirations,
logically, were in keeping with the
needs of a country in the conditions
in which we were living.

But still, the imperialists con-
tinued to promote their false
theories, the result of their {rus-
tration.

Now, then, what could they say
when, following. the bombing and
when the invading hordes under
their protection were already close
to our shores. the socialist character

of our Revolution was proclaimed.

joud and clear for all to hear?

And who were the, men who
defeated them? What were the ban-
ners which these men held aloft?
And, among those banners, which
banner but that of socialism?

When battles were being waged
in the Sierra Maestra, the Revolu-
tion waged them for specific objec-
tives appropriate to the moment.
And there were many who fought
with great ardor. llowever, when
our fighters went to Giron they
went there to fight, and to die, to
pay whatever price was necessary,
for the cause of socialism!

That is why, as Raual said two
days ago at San Antonio Base, the
battles of Giron consolidated the
presence of socialism in Latin Amer-
ica.

And, from then on, the imperial-
ists didn’t have a single argument
left.

1 Mambl was the name used (disparagingly)
by the Spaniards in referting to the rebels
who fought for Cuba's freedom, and in
time, it became a term of honor for
those so-named. (Ed. Note.)

Volodia wcndered bhow or ex-

ressed his desire to know how that
eroic deed of Giron was possible.
And, to tell the truth, it is very
oasy to understand.

When the people live through a
process of revolution throughout
thelr history they make heroic deeds
the most naturai thing in the worid,
a daily affair. Heroic deeds become
an everyday affaic.

In revolutions, even in liberal
revolutions, when the bourgeoisie
identifies itself with the interests
of the entire people — as, for exam-
ple, in the case of the French Rev-
olution — the revolutionaries faced
their foreign ememies victoriously.
At the time of the Bolshevik Rev-
olution, the country was invaded
by a bloc of foreign powers — 1%
countries — which launched attaeks
from every direction, but the Soviet
people put up a heroic resistance
amidst the most difficult conditions
and performed countless feats of
heroism. The Vietnamese record
heroic deeds day after day. Amnd
we are sure that the people of our
sister nations in Lstin America, in
a similar sitvation, would also per-
form similar and even greater deeds
than those we have inscribed.

We are absolutely sure that the
Chileans, acting in defense of their
rcvolution and their homeland, can
repeat the deeds of Giron — and
many more Gitons — fighting
against the aggressors, against the
reactionaries, against the imperial-
ists.

Our people went to Giron simply
to do their duty.

How did our people react in the
face of the enemy? They reacted
with ardor, determination and cour-
age. What characterized our fighters,
our militiamen, our pilots, our tank
crews, our sailors; in a word every
one of our fighters. the entire peo-

le? The same spirit that Cubans

ave had all through their history;
the same spirit of the fighters of 1868
who, waging their struggle undexr
very dfficult conditions, faced a
powerful, well-armed foe; the
daring and the aggressiveness of our
figkters for independence, which
gradually created a revolutionary,
patriotic tradition — one could say
a culture — and certain habits
among our people, habits of cour-
age. dignity and fighting spirit,

Our fighters were characterized
by the same spirit as the rebel
fighters who. with very. limited
means, also had to face a large,
powerful, well-armed army. And
our rekel fighters, in a display of
courage and fighting spirit, liqui-
dated an enemmy force of more than
50 000 wrell-armed men in 25 months.
Our Rebel Army was created and
developed and crushed the enemy
within a period of 25 months.

Let's not forget that, on that De-
cember 31, 1958, the island was
divided in two. Our troops, under
Che’s leadership, were attacking
Santa Clara, supported by the troops
of another invasion leader, Comrade
Camilo Cienfuegos.

The island cut in half by the
formidable action of these two
leaders; Camagiiey surrounded; and
no less than 17000 enemy soldiers
trapped in Oriente. One day, the
comrades who engage in historic
research will be able to give the
exact figures with respect to the
number of soldiers we had already
surrounded in. Guantanamo, Santia-
go de Cuba, folguin, Mayari, and
Manzanille. To say nothing of ‘the
fact that, out of the three frigates
of the Navy, we had two cornered
in Santiago de Cuba Bay, which
simply couldn’t get out.

All this happened in a 25-month-
long process, beginning with the




insigmificant figure of seven armed
men who had become reunited at
the end of December 1957, following
the setbacks suffered at the begin-
»ing of the month.

All that was but the continustion
of the traditions of stxuggle of our
people, traditions of struggle which
were evident throughout the fight
against Baysta's tyranny, traditions
which were gallantly lived up to
by the revolutionary fighters in the
mountains and in the cities. Such
a display of courage and heroism
<an mever be jorgotten.

The same gallantry was displayed
by our fighters in their battles
against the bandits in_ the Escam-
bray Mountains. They pursued them
fenaciously, surrounded them and
did not stop attacking until they
had wiped them all out.

In the same way, when the hour
of battle arrived, our {ighters
showed a tremendous fighting spirit.
And, everywhere, they acted the
same way.

Wherever the enemy planes made
their appearance on April 15, despite
the factor of surprise, desp:be the
unexpectedness of the attack, the
crews of our antiaiccraft batteries
teacted immediately. They reacted
immediately!

‘We recall that we were at Point
One, the command pos!. We had
established contact with Oriente
Province, from where Raul informed
us about some operation the enemy
was engaged in around Baracoa,
something that looked like a landing.
We were waiting to see what hap-
pened, when daylight came. We
saw a number of B-26s fly overhead,
and no sooner did they show up
when... there was something
strange about them. We had no
planes in the air at the time. We
realized that they could very well

be enemy planes, despite the fact
that they had Cuban marking, ard,
immediately, they began to attack
the Civdad liibertad base. And, in a
matter of seconds, ‘our antiaireraft
guns opened up and we could see
the tracers that came from the four-
barreled guns.

-~ who got hold of the guns, who fired

landed, from the very moment

It was the same everywhere else.
Nobody was afraid. Nobody pan-
icked The answer — energetic,
courageous and forceful even amidst
an atmosphere of surprise — came
immediately. And it should be taken
into account that many of those
artillerymen were 15-, 16- and 17- |
year-o0ld youngsters who had never
been under an air attack, who were
not veterans, who were completely
new at this sort of thing. This was
the first time they had fired their
weapons, and yet, they were vying
for a crack at the planes. 1t was
a veritable emulation contest to see

faster and more accurately. Theirs
was a tremendous ardor. And vir
tually every ore of them was facing
an enemy plane for the first time.
And it took them only seconds to
answer the cnemy fire.

And when the mercenaries finally

they set foot on land, they found
the same reaction everywhere. The
militiamen of Battalion 339 of Playa
Larga and the Giron militiamen
who were taken by surprise there
~— that is, who suddenly found
themselves face to face with the
bulk of the enemy forces as they
landed —- did not surrender when
urged to do so. Instead, they shouted
“Patria o Muerte!” and opened fire
with their weapons. They never
stopped to think about the size of
the enemy force or the kind of
weapons it had. They were only
four or five, and yet they never
thought of covering for a retreat.
No! What they did was to open fire
immediately!

The same thing happened every-
where where there was a man with
a8 weapon in his hands. And the
most amazing thing about it is that
there were many who had no
weapons and still wanted to get into
the fight. There were a number of
lteracy campaign teachers who
helped load machine guns, who
participated in the battle. That was
the prevailing attitude. We even
had the problem of a large number
of people near Giron asking for
weapons. It was impossible to pro-
vide everyone with weapons, but
that was the k:nd of spirit that
prevailed everywhere.

Our .fighters never hesitated for
a single moment to carry out their
mission. Not a single one of them,
anywhere! Neither the soldiers mnor
the militiamen. Well, after all, it
was one and the same thing, of
course. There is no roam for dis-
tinction; unless we are to make dis-
tinctions according to the different
weapons every sailor, every flier,
cvery tank driver, every one of
them wused!

What did our fliers do?

There are the reports of the mer-
cenaries themselves, saying that our

lanes lacked repair pares, that our

iers had no means of communica:
tion or radar and that, in fact, they
lacked practically the most elemen-
tary equipment for aerial combat.

The enemy tried to destroy the
few old planes we had and, in fact,
they succeeded in destroying some.
On the moming of April 17 we had
nine planes — if 1 remember cor-
rectly — which might possibly fly,
and some seven pilots, most of them
rookies. Nobody would have
dreamed that thase planes would
really play a decisive role in the

les.
bﬁ nce we suspected that the
encmy might try to bomb us at
dawn, and having all the reports and
with our troops moving toward Gi-

ron, our planes were in the air and
}1164};18(5 for Giron at dawn on the
7th.

Wha: did thase {fliers do? Those

seven rookie fliers piloting seven
old glanes with no spare parts, or
patched up with adapted parts,
who still had not had the oppor-
tunity to receive acequate training:
what cid they do?

Well, what they did was simply
this: they sank or dispersed all the
enemy ships, which was a small
fleet including a number of armed
vessels The result: every enemy
ship sunk or sent scurrying for
safety! And our fliers cooperated
with the artiltery. The result: every
enemy plane or practically all of
them shot down by the time the
invas:on was over. [ believe there
only was one left an® we stil] won-
der how that one didn't crash, too,
because there was no ship or plane
left, nothing in the air or on theé
water. Moreover, our fliers took part
in mary actiong in support of the
infantry. These ranged from protect-
ing the transfer of, the Militia Of-
ficers Battalion, of Matanzas, to the
bombing of enemy positions and
groups up to the last day at 5:00 pm,
as they were trying to get back
aboard their vessels.

In addition, on April 19 our planes
encountered the Yankee planes from
the aircrait carrier stationed off our
coast. Our fliers did not show the
slightest sign of fear, never felt the
slightest iright. They went joyrid-
ing among the Yankee Dplanes,
defiant and ready to pit their old
crates, if necessary, against the Yan-
kee planes.

The same can be said for the at-
titude of our artillerymen and of
the infantry battalions who were
seeing action for the first time,
about their determination and spirit




as they moved steadily forwaxd.
The serme can be said about the
tank drivers who yuared along the
highway to Playa Lerga — a G-mi:le
stretch. of road that was more like
a narrow canyon flanked by woods
— into the face of enemy tanks and
antitank guns and advanced to the
sery entrance to Playa Larga

And when the comrade in charge
ol the lead tank had his vehicle
put out of commission, partly de-
stroyed and completely immoabilized,
de jumped out of that tank, got
hold of another, and rescued the
rest of his crew.

On April 19, when our comrsdes
advancing toward Giron along an-
other highway heard from our iliers
that the mercenaries might try ‘o
board their ships for a getaway, it
was decided to launch a lightning
attack,.. We remembered that some
prisonerxs had told us that a number
of antitank guns had been set up
at the entrance to Giron. But Giron
had to be 1akén by all means. The
order went out to the lead tank:
“Full speed ahead and run over the
guns!” And amother ssnk was sent
out afier the first, and then anoth-
er and still another. And that tank
took off at full speed in the middle
of the night, ran over the antitank
gune and got to Giron. One tank
alone! Wel), after all, they had been
given orders to reech Giron and
they went on, beyond Giron! At
that moment, they had no infantry
support or any other support. Then
came snother tank, and that was
followed by another and the rest.
They had io get through, arnd they
did get through and made contact
with the other forces.

The column proceeding from Pla-
ya Larga was bombed heavily. They
were engaged in a series of fierce
battles, under difficult conditions,
because they had to make their way

along a highway and maneuver-
ability was impossible in such sur-
roundings.

And when the tanks got to Giron
they took up positions right by the
water's edge, facing the Yankee
warships stationed a couple of miles
off our coast.

Our {liers and our tank drivers
fulfilled their duty calmly. They
never got discouraged, they never
lost their fighting spirit and were
never in the least iinpressed by the
enemy, And if the Yankees had got-
ten. into the {ight, well, they’d have
fought the Yankees, too.

That was the way our fighters
behaved everywhere. Their attitude
was the same everywhere.

Now, there is another very crit-
ica] moment in the revolutionary
process and that is October 27, 1962,
when our antiaiccraft units all over
the country opened fire on the Yan-

warplaries that were approach-
ing our country flying at a very
low level. Not one artilleryman
hesitated. Everyone can remember
those memorable days, how the
fighters opened fire with their
weapons and chased away the Yan-
kee planes and at that moment the
Yankee nuclear missiles were aimed
at our country.

INo longer was it a battle against
mercenaries, with warplanes and
warships more or less close by, with
more or less likelihood of their in-
tervening. When it was a case of
Yankee planes on October 27, when
all our units all over the country
received the order to open fire, they
opened fire! At a time when Yankee
nuclear missidles were aimed at our
country, when- a large part of the
Yankees® atomic artillery was aimed
at us, And those men did not hesi-
tate in firing! :

We understand that our people
demonstrated, that they gave a
supreme demonstration of courage

and cool nerves. Those are the tra-
ditions that have been forming
Sur nation in more than 100 years
of struggle. Those are tke traditions
in which our fighters have been
educsted, and those are the tradi-
tions in which they will continue to
be educated; ard those are the tradi-
tiong in which the new generations
of our people will undoubtedly be
educated, because they will be
passed from generation to genera-
tion.

There are moral wvalues whic¢h
have been developing throughout
our history, and which are constar:t-
ly reaching a higher level: cocl
nerves in the face of the enemy, a
complete lack of fear or panic, cour-
#ge, determination, firm response
and constant struggle.

Immediate and firm reply, tena-
cious and untiring struggle and
constant striving are the character-
fitics of our fighters, the best and
fnost heroic traditions of our peopie.
This is what we can count on. Of
course, today we can also count on
more and more modern weap-
ons, much better combat tramning,
many more command cadres who
have received better overall training
s5ad more mocern weaponry.

In the Sierra Naestra we fought
with rifles we had taken from the
Botista soldiers. But in Giron every-
‘hing in the hands of the fighters
was used; there were more modern
weapons that had been furnished
by the socialist countries; there you
saw the T-z4 tanks, 122 mm guns
and the SAU-100, an array of weap-
oni ranging from FAL rifles to
120 mm mortars and other arms
since weaponry from the socialist
countries was used for the Zirst time,
espixcially arms from the Soviet
Union which had arrived at a very
timely moment a few weeks before.

Our artillerymen would learn
something in the morning and teach
others at night, and what they

learmed at nizht, they would teach
irn the morninz because we had vers
few instructors, and we didn’t have
nuch ttme. We viewed the prepara-
tiors of the enemy and had to speed
things up, and we had hundreds of
batieries, field guns and antiaircraf:
artillery by tte time of the invasion

Trere were more modern weap-
ons, ani we can say with pride that
our fighters made magnificent use
of them. And under any circums-
tances they will always make mag:
nificent use of them.

It is also a historic tradition,
dat:mg from the time of our inde-
pendence fighters and the guerrilla
Rebel Army of the mountains, that
nobody could take our weapons
from us. Nobody ecould take our
weapors! Qur fighters did not let
their weapons be taien from them;
they had to te killed before their
weapors could be taken from them!
And our Jighters have always had
moze wespors after every battle
than ikey hac before. And we have
a large amourt of weapons in our
country now. I don't think it is a
secret that there are more than
900 000 weapons in our country now!

And a people with that tradition of
struggle and battle, which fights
down to the last man as long as he
has a rifle — with that tradition —
withou: panic or fear of the enemy,
is uncoubtedly 2 people w:th enough
morale and better trained and tech-
nically prepared for battle than ever
before. -

This has been the most important
guarantee, basic for the survival of
our revo:utionary process, because
the imperialists realized that we
were no pushover, that the invasion
was going to be no easy matter
and that they would have to pay
a high price.

That exclains the crushing defeat
harded the invaders. They were




defeated quickly. We had te crush
themn quickly to keep the Yarkees
from carrying out their plans ‘o
install a provisional government
and legalize their interventior. But
even if it hadn’t been necesszry 1o
crush them immediately for 1that
reason, taey wouldn't have lasted
a minute longer, anyway Because
just knowing the mercenaries were
there was-all the combai motivation
our people needed. They didn't need
motivation of any other kind. All
the people wanted to psrticipate and
do their duty, and so they did
everywhexe!

This was how our people recorded
this feat, this memorabdle page of
history oif ever-increasing signifi-
cance, which is better undersiocod
with the passing of time.

Engaged as we are in day-tocay
revolutionary work, we still haven’t
built a monument to thase who died
at Giron. There was a contest and
an award was given. But then, many
were not happy with the design.
We believe that the best idea would
be another national contest with she
participation of the people, archi-
tects and everybody — we have to
give this # Cuban touch — so that
we can build a monument honoring
those who fought at Giron. It doesn’t
matter that time has passed. Perhaps
fraternal hands will heip build the
monument. Perhaps revolutionaries
from the other nations of latin
America wil] come, so that blood
which was shed for our continent
will receive the tribute of the sweat
of revolutioraries from Latin Amer-
ica. We are sure that when we have
2 design ready, young people from
the rest of Latin America will come
to work on the monument.

And it is really an act of justice
to build the monumeni that those
fighters deserve, the tribute of all

our people to those who gave their
lives and to those who were wound-
ed in battie, to those who shed their
blood and, in short, as a tribute to
all those who, in the vanguard or
in the rear guard — everyone in
the post 10 which he had been as-
signed — participated in those
memorable events.

We feel that our people simply
did their duty, as is done and will
always be done by all revolutionary
nations. .

This continent has changed a great
deal in tl:ese ten vears. We believe
that the days of imperialist domina-
tionin Latin America are numbered,
that in these years there is increas-
ing awareness all over the continent
and that the contradictions with
imperialism have increased greatly.
Imperialist rule in Latin America
is in trouble.

Today we have had the great
pleasure of hearing the voice of
another sister nation, marching
down the road of revolution, arm
in arm with our country, a people
that is starting this long, hard
struggle. And we know how long
and hard it is.

We know that the Chileans will,
logically enough, have problems.
For the time being the imperialists,
the CIA, utilizing the oligarchs and
reactionaries —— as Volodia explained
— do everything possible to block
and create difficulties for the Gov-
ernment of People's Unity ard,
among other things, to sabotage
agricultural and industrial produc-
tion.

The perfidious and shameful man-
ner in which they murdered the
chief of the Chilean Army is well
known,

The ceaseless plotting of the CIA
against the Government of People'’s
Unity is well known; the ceaseless
campaigns against the Chilean rev-
olutionsry process and the cam-

aigns abroad are all well &nowrm.

% imperialists have already start-
#l 10 withdraw their technicians
from Chile to block the producticn
0f copper.

The fact that an agrarian reform
& being implemented in Chile is
also well known. As a result of the

farian reform processes, the ex-
ploited rural masses become con-
sumers, in the first place; they start
fonsuming many of the products
which they were previousiy forced
to sell in the market in order 1o pay
their rent or which they could not
jiurchase because of their low wages.

We are familiar with these prob
leins of increased rural consump-
tion, the sabotage by the landow ners.
We are very familiar with tke
sabotage of the landowrers: how
they immediately start slaughtering
cattle, stop planting and do every-
thing possible to affect the crops
adversely.

During a certain period, the oli-
girchs are strong enough to do a
great deal of damage.

We are familiar with all those
problems, and the Goverrment of
People’s Unity has denounced all
these problems.

Logically enough, we — it is
almost unnecessary to say this —
fully support the people of Chile,
ahd we will do whatever is neces-
sary to help them; we are willing
to demonstrate our solidarity in any
ficld.

For one thing, we have now
@iiteblished trade relations with
Chile: we send them sugar, which
in an important product of. Chilean
popular consumption, and they send
us beans, onions, garlic....

We are sending our products to
Chile and bringing back other food-
stuffs, lumber — the {first few mil-
lion feet of lumber have already
Arrived, for furniture for schools
#ind homes — and barley, for the
production of beer. In short there’s

a oroad trade relationship.

Whilke the Chileanns are able to
pay fcr our sugar by sending us
foodstuffs and lumber, they can pay
us with those commodities. But if
as a result of the imperialist cam-
paigns and the counterrevolution-
ars maneuvers of imperialism and
the local courterrevolution, the prec-
duction of food in Ctile is sabotaged
and tkey are unatle to send us
gaslic, or onions or beans, it doesn't
mstter! We w1l still send our sugar
to the people of- Ctile!

We say to our Chilean brothers,
to the Government of People’s
Unily and to President Allende: if
the counterrevolution sabotages
agricukural production, it doesn’t
matter: The People of Chile will
not lecg sugay! We will do whatever
is mecessary, increasing production
or supplying :t cut of our own stock.

A* tte time of the Peruvian earth-
quake, cur people made 100009
blood domations in ten days to save
Peruvian lives. In just ten days!
We {eel this expresses the profound
internaticnalist spirit of our people.
This revclutionary gesture, this fra-
teraa] gesture, this disinterested
gesture reflects the extent of con-
scienticusness of our people.

And :here i3 the same w:llingness
to help... not help, rather, fulfill
the elementary duty of brotherly
solidarity, the elementary duty of
cooperation with the revolutionary
peoples of Latin America. Blood,
sugar, vhatever may be necessary'
But thi isn't much, Comrade Volo-
dia! Sagar, blood donations and
everything else are all inadequate.
In the heart of all Cubans there is
an even deeper, more determined
and more fraternal feeling: if at the
time o! Giron, if at the time of
the mercenary invasion thousands
of Ch:leans wanted to come to Cuba
to figh:. the Chileans can be sure




that in the case of a foreign attack
spoasored by imperialise, millions
of Cubans would be ready to fight
in Chile.

In case of a foreign atiack, akhl
Cuban revolationaries can be con-
sidered as having already voluateer-
ed to fight.

It can be said that we are revolu-
tionary soldiers of America. This is
also a part of our tradition. Chileans,
Vene¢zuelans, Peruvians, Colombians
and Central Americars; all fought
in our war of independence along
with that great soldier, Maximo
GOmez, a legendary hero of our
history. And in our more recent
ﬁuerrilla struggle another legendary

ero took part, the unforgettable
Comrade Ecmesto Guevara.

Cuban revolutionary fighters have
also shed their blood helping peogrles
of other continents, aiding peogles
of Africa and of Latin Amerxca.
That also is a part of the best cf
the tradition of our country and of
our revo.ution. That’s the reason we
can be counted on.

The people of Algeria are at a
greater distance from us, but at
a difficult moment for them, our
men crossed the ocean and arrived
in time to assist the Algerians. That
is a part of our history and our
tradition.

This means that the revolutionary
peoples of Latin America can count
on us; the revolutionary govern-
ments of Latin America can count
on us We say this pubiicly for all
to hear, They can count on the
fighters of Giron and they cen
count, furthermore, on the spirit of
Giron.

We consider ourselves to be a part
of the Latin-American family, a
part of this continent, citizens of
this continent, revolutionaries of this
cortinent. These aren't empty

words; this springs from history
itself and from the very reality of
history.

Those who first fought for the
independence of our peoples did not
conceive what we have today. Noth-
ing could be farther from their

aspirat.ons and objectives. Bolivar,

San Mesartin and Sucre fought for
another kind of America — for a
united and strong America, not for

a balkanized, impotent and weak °

America.

No one propounded these Latin- |

American sentiments with more
conviction than did Marti. But if
at that time those aspirations conld
have been the product of an ideal
and a process of thought, today they
are a vital question for the survival
of each and every one of our coun-
tries.

What are we? What are we going
to be? What are we in the face of
powerful imperialism? What are we
in the face of that impressive tech-
nological development? What is our
destiny today? What kind of destiny

would be in store for us in a future

that isn’t even distant? What would
be the destiny of our small, weak
and divided nations? In this conti-
nent, the Yankees not only took
away or limited our sovercignty,
imposed trade and economic condi-
tions on us, took over our mineral
and other natural resources, exploit-
ed many millions of our workers,
extracting millions of dollars from
the sweat of our peoples, not only
promoted underdevelopment and
steadily robbed us of our trained
technological backwardness, anéd
technicians; it can be said that the
Yankees even stole the name
“America,” caliing themselves
“Americans.”

That group of states located in
the northern pert of America ha

taken over even America's name. It

seermns that we aren’t Americans.
Strictly speaking, we don't even

hive 3 name yel We are yet to be
ehristened, and various names:
Lailn Americar, [bero-American.
Intdo-American, are bandied. akout
As (ar as the imperialists are con-
#erried, we are nothing but despised
ahd despicable peoples. At least, we
ware, Since Fays Ciron, they have
revised their opinion.

This is national, racial contempt.
‘To be 8 criollo, an Indian, a mestiz0,
& Negro — simgply to be a Latin
American — is cause for contempt
With their ex:reme big-power chau-
vinism, their habits of colonialism
and ‘dominaticn — their imperial
hibits — the Yankees — we are
teforving to Yarkee imperialists —
fevl only contempt for our peopies

Historicaliy, their strategy has
en to divide us. For almost 200

cars, European impertalists and
"ankees have done what was neces-
pary to keep the peoples of Latin
America divided and impotent, going
s0 fur as to promote fierce wars.

We all remember such wars as
thet of E] Chaco, between Bolivia
and Paraguay; the lamentable war
between Peru and Chile, which left
sich a legacy of resentment; and,
inly recently, the war between two
Central American nations, El Sal-
vador and Fonduras. We can all
e how the imperialists and their
agencies are inciting the peoples of
Colombia and Venezuela and bring-
ing their natfonalism — a false
nationalism — and their passion to
fover pitch. Monopolies have always
promoted wars and strife in defense
of their own interests.

It is only logical that out-and-out
lackey governments, completely
reactionary and puppet govern-
ments, are needed for that pclicy
to prosper. Among revolutionary
peoples, among revolutionary gov-
trnments, the only sentiments that
can be aroused are such as are being
aroused between Chile and Cuba,
s¢ntiments of true brotherhood, be-

caxse ‘tere ¥ nothing that could
divide us, theze are no interests in
contraciction with the interests of
our own peofles.

We kave tc learn to think along
these lines. We have to learn to
edicate ourseives and our new gen-
erat:on along these lines. And this
educatidon isr’t only political; we
mus: educate ourselves culturally
along these lines to prevent cultural
colonialization from surviving eco-
nomic colonialization. We mustn’t
{forzet that the imgerialists didnt
base tkeir domination on economiec
and poltical weapons alone but very
moch alse on spiritual weapons, the
weapors of thought and of culture.

We lave mentioned their indoc-
trinaticn of dstorted history and all
thase lies. Imperialist domination is
tending to disappear in the countries
of the Third World, but there still
are some who aspire to intellectual
tutelage and cultural colonialism.
These are gentlemen who want to
teach our peoples from such placés
as New York, Paris, Rome, London
and West Berlin.

That is why our people must give
a resounding cry against that at-
tempt at spiritual and cultural
colonialism, against that inadmis-
sible attempt to introduce and main-
tain, at all cost, all the manifests-
tions of a decadent culture, the
feutts of a society or societies that
are rert by contradictions and rotten
to the ccre.

That is why our culture — the
culture of the Latin-American peo-
ples which, as 8 whole, is an inex-
haustible and rich source of spir-
itual creations in every aspect —
is a superior one.

That is why we ask our Latin-
American friends to help us and
cooperate in cultivating the broadest
knowledge and devetopment within




tic vaiues of Latin America, of ourr
A merica, o which we Jeel oucrselves

to be a'part.

Hence our attitude ani the de
of our sclidarity, which is 1i,
absolute, total

Other Latin-American countries
are in turmeil. We know cf and look
with great sympathy uagon the de-
velopment of Peru's revolutionary
process, We n this country have
observed that process with interest
ever since the first statements were
made by the government that over-
threw the oligarchic, sell-out Be-
laande Our country immed:ately
saw that completely different etvents
were taking place in the Peruvian
process. Wken we saw that the con.
cessions to oil companies were being
cancelled and that the resocurces
that were controlled by the oil
monopolies were taken over ard
recovered; when we szw the fero-
cious campaign against Peru
launched i1 the United States; the
Agrarian Reform Law; the exchange
control; ia sum, when we saw a
series of measures that were taken,
we understood that a true struc-
tural charge was taking place and s
revolutiomary process was under
way in that country.

We had no doubts, when it was
still early in the process, that the
process was revolutionary. This is
because what determines whether
or not a process is revolutionary is
not the schemata, is not fiction,
is not abstraction, but the facts.
And the facts were confirming ob-
jectively that there was a revolu-
tionary pyocess in Peru.

Of course, every process has its
own characteristics.

In the Peruvian process the mo-
tives of struggle against underde-
velopmen1, against foreign economic

our people of the cultural and artis-

domination, strongly patriotic and
nationalist sentiments prevail. One
cannot speak of a Marxist-Leninis1
revolution in Peru. However, from
the point of view of revolutionary
theory, one may objectively cons.der

that a revolutionary process is tak- "

ing place in Peru

The very reaction and hostility
that it evoked in the United
States... though, naturally, after
their experience with Cuba, the im-
perialists have become much more
cautious, czreful and shrewd, using
varfjous and much more subtle
weapons.® .

The imperialists are waging wide-
ranging reactionary campaigns in
Peru with the support of the oli-
garchy and the press at the service
of imperialist thought — that is, the
press of the right.

An example of this can be found
in the fact that in the last few days,
in one week, those newspapers of
the right published 32 artioles
attacking Cuba, 32 articles against
Cuba! It is logical that those arti-
cles against Cuba aren’t really
aimed against Quba; they are aimed
against the Peruvian Governmeni.
Their objective 35 to confuse, deceive
and frighten the masses, telling
them that structural changes, that
revolutionary changes can lead to
problems and duficulties; their pur-
pose is to discourage the masses'
revolutionary spirit and {fight the
structural changes ideologically.
They know from their long historical

experience that, logically, the stcue-

tural changes do not come alone
but are accompanied by the fierce
resistance of the exploiting classes,
which causes tke revolutionary pro-
cesses all kinds of problems. No
true revolutionary process has ever
succeeded in avoiding them.

Only the Yankee Embassy could
organize the publication of those 23
articles. We are familiar with that
kind of campaign. Now, why that

smazing thing et this moment, the
Hcation of 32 articles against

Uba within a week? 1t is due to
#he tmperialists’ fear, their fear of
#he revolutionary wave that is shak-
g the continent, the wave of rad-
Malization that is under way in Latin
America They are desperately look-
llg for a way 10 avoid the unavoid-
Mbly, to arrest this process in the
face of which they are clearly and
fereasingly more impotent.

Fartller on is Bolivia, the place
where Che and his guerrilla com-
fades wrote their saga,

Che died, but his sentiments, ideas
#hd example remain in the heart
ol the people of Bolivia, The deep
radicalizetion which is seen in the
Workers, farmers and students of
Bolivia is the result of Che's strug-
gle and heroic sacrifice.

In Bolivia we have a revolution-
ury and radicalized people in tur-
moll, who refuse to allow any farce
#nd demand a radical and far-reach-
Mg revolution, a real revolution.
And it 15 the people who are taking
t0 the streets to fight a possible
faseist coup. The people are also
gdenunding the elimination of all
fascist elements from the Army. The
people are demanding punishment
for all henchmen implicated in the
murders of miners, workers, farmers
ahd students, The people are de-
manding punishment for those who
perved the CIA in the repression,
i the murder of the guerrillas and
of Che.

This 1s why we feel that there
i1 also a revolutionary process under
way in Bolivia, because of the rad-
klnmuon and great awareness of
the masses,

We have not expressed our opin-
ion on the leadership of that proc-
#38. We have seen that the impe-
rlalists are worried, and when they
WorTy about or are against some-
ane, even though it may be because
ol contradictions that aren't of a

compyletely revolutionary nature, we
won't do them any favors.

Here we can express our confi-
dence in the Peruvian revolutionary
process, in the Peruvian Govern-
ment and the people of that country;
in the Chilean revolutionary proc-
ess, in the People’s Unity movement,
the people and Government of Chile,
and in the workers, students and
larmers — the people of Bolivia!

There is also great unrest in Uru-
guay, Argentina and Brazil. Every
day the news agencies report on
revolutionary fighters, fighters who
risk their lives in the underground
struggle and shed their biood in the
battle against oppression, evoking
in our memories the heroic days of
our people from 1953 to 1959, Vir-
tually every day news of armed
attacks or mass actions reach us,
every day we read of young people
killed in battle against the repres-
sive forees. And those governments
are clearly in crisis as a result of
the increasing revolutionary strug-
gles of their peoples.

The Government of Uruguay is
in crisis, the Government of Argen-
tina is faced by a very serious cri-
sis, and we hzve seen the gorilla
Lanusse, who after having beet the
power behind the throne installing
and removing governments, from
crisis to crisis, had to decide to take
direct control of the government,
to try to save the Army from the
great problem it faces, the critical
situation in which it finds itself,
and try to organize an electoral
farce to keep the people from adopt-
ing a revolutionary solution to
their problems.

Our opinion js that his efforts

- are useless, and that Argentina and

Brazil, where the ruling oligarchs
and exploiters have used the most
barbarous methods to maintain their
system, have reached the point
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which DIarx considexed the “pre-
revolutionary stage”; the point ai
which ithey have exhausted the last
mnessures, the last pracedures, the
Jast arms with whi¢h to maintamn
the system.

W¢ ¢learly note the development
of the'crisis in Uruguay, Argentina

Brazl
mlq.ver.’;.riz:hy we read of barbarous

tortures of the Batista and Ventura®
type- taking place in Brazil And
we all xnow that whea the systems
of exploiters reach that situatlion
there is no way out.

A wave of radicalization and of
revolution is shaking the conimnent
and seriously threatening imgerial-
1st dominaiton.

What has been ano what s the
position of Cuba in this connection?
Cuba mamntains its line, the same
as always: the line of the Sierra
Maestra, Giron and ef the First and
Second . Declarations of Bavana!
Cuba mairtains its lirre of suppoert
for all the revolutionary govern-
ments and movements of [atin
America.

The imperialists, of course, want
Cuba to calm down and beheve her-
self, they want to reulrslize us.
They shculdn't even dream about
this! If at any time they. have
dreamed about it, they shouldn'
have; they should never dream
about such a thing, because firm
principles and revolutionary intran-
sigence arxe also a part of the tra-
ditions ot our people.

What ii we are still struggling ten
years after Giron? The Cubans of
another era had to fight ten years,
from 1868 to 1878. The unfor:unate
experience of the Zanjén Agreement
is well known: defeatisrmn and pes-
simism resulted in the laying down
of weapons. Our people have learned
from these experiences, these long

experiences. That is why the Amer-
icans — it is wrong to say the
“Americans” as we have already
explained that the name 'doesn't
belong to them alone — the Yankees
(when we speak of the Yankees we
mean the imperialists) have no right
or reason to dream of any normal-
ization or conciliation in their rela-
tions with Cuba )

We explain this because in the
last few days the demagogy of Mis-
ter Nixon has surpassed al] limits.
In a desperate situation as a result
of his great defeats in Indochina,
where he started his adm’nistration
with one war on his hands and now
he has three — all three lost, in-
creasingly more so — he is desper-
ately maneuvering on the interna-
tional scene and grabbing at straws.
We know him well — too well
Among other things, we remember
that he was one of the sponsors of
the Giron invasion, and one of those
resporsible for the deaths of the
149 comrades who died at Giron.
We haven't forgotten that.

In a recen!

interview during

which he talked about international
policy as part cf his latest diplomat-
ic maneuvers, he said the following °

about Cuba:
If Cuban policy toward us
should change. then we would
consider changing ours toward
Castro. That is. we would take a
step forward. As long as the Ha-
vana Government doesn’t change
its policy towards us we won't
in any way change our policy
towards it. Havana hasn’t taken
any steps, so relations with Cuba
remain frozen,
Of course, this is no longer the

insolent, arrogant language of those

3 Estcben Ventura was a soldier in Batista's
policc who operated in Havana, repres-
sing the antltyrannical struggle, and

known (or his crvelty toward the revo- ©

lutionaries who fell into his hands, (Ed.
Note.)

Who one day sought to bring us to
knees; today they sre almost
-‘Eglng for a gesture from Cuda.
i, Mister Nicon — and we say
s with the frankness typical of
s Revolution — there will be no
ek gesture!
imperialists have a long
Mring of respoasibilities and deb!s
% Our country and people. Even if
‘W don’'t count what they did to us
the time of the War of Inde-
:nlence, with their opportunistic
ervention, their Platt Amend-
ment, their seizure of part of eur
I#fritory and wealth, the pillage 10
which they sutjected us for almost
80 years, what they have done to us
I recent yeacs, aiter they deformed
e cconomy of our oountry, after
ey made us completely dependent
@ ane crop with one market, then
doprived us of that sugar market
#hd, with that sugar quota as bait,
they ‘went from country to couniry
bribing reactionmary and oligarchic
fivernments to vote against Cuba

Behind all the OAS plots, behind
Ml the tigreements, besides the crim-
ality of Yankee policy, there is
the shameful ccrruption and incred-
ible dribery of the oligarchic govern-
Mfhits to which they gave the Cuban

ar quota.

Yankee imperialists deprived
s ©f the raw materials we needed
for our indusiry, in many cases
Where the technological process was
sdapted exclusively to specific raw
aterials: they deprived us of the
ehance ta obtain replacement parts
Ior Gur factories and transportation
#quipment, most of which came
from the United States.

The imperialists forced us to pur-
#hase product s at a distance of 10 000
#F 13000 kilometers so that even
With 82 cargo ships we can only
Sarry cight percent of the goods
Which cnter or leave our country.

imperialists have persecuted
s everywhere, blocking our trade

operations and keeping us from sell-
ing cur products, exerting their
influence in all countries where they
have interests — interests as buyers,
owners of factories, or political in-
fluerce — blocking the sale of Cuban
products, nickel among them.

With their measures, the imperial-
ists have boycctted ships and made
it more expensive and difficult for
us to bring goods to our country.
The imperialists have forced us to
pay higker prices, because a coun-
try in Cuba's pasition had to go and
buy, often paying 20 to 30 percent
more for a given product.

During all these years the impe-
rialisks and their agents have made
great eflorts to bribe, seduce and
buy over the diplomatic and com-
mercial agents of Cuba,

During these years the imperial-
ists have engaged in a great deal
of espionage activity against us.

This without mentioning those
activities which they carried out
directly against us, the scores of
airdrops of weapons in the Escam-
bray Mountains, fomenting the ban-
dit s:ruggle, which cost us hundreds
of iives and hundreds of millions;
the (nfillrations; acts of sabolage;
incendiary fires such as that of El
Encanto Department Store, dyna-
mitings such as that of I.a Coubre;
dozens of piratical attacks; and all
kinds of crimes commi:tted against
our country. And today we are com-
memgcrating the 10th anniversary of
the p:ratical and criminal attack at
Playa Giron,

Later the imperialists made us
live through tke difficult days of
October. They moved their puppets
and :heir resources and promoted all
kinds of agreements ar.rst our
country.

We won’t forget that. Neither will
we forget the crimes perpetrated
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People and Techmque

uis Behanzin

Guines, the only Alrican country thal sald NO to the referendum imposed by
French colonislism on [tg possessions, mobilizes and malatains alert ita people's
mQitias to say NO to the Imperialist aggressor. and arms its technicsl, political
and edministrative cadres ideologically and culturally 1o sa¥ NO to cultural
calonialis;i and the intellectuals who make 2 show of their Africanisin, but play
the game of their foreigh bosscs.

In foreign unlversities, many Guinean shxdents are receiving technical and
scientific knowledge to collaborate in the stnucturing that will pexrmit the eco-
nomic development of their country.

Each eummer the PDG organwzes s semmicac (or returnees from foreiga uni-
versitles, In which the principal political ond adminisirative leaders of Gulnea
particlpate.

On thls occazion Tricontlhental publishes the remarks made at the 1970 se-
minar by louis Behanzin, Secretory of State for Ideology, who was in charge
of planning and Initisting the educational reform that became general middle-level
education In the Centers of Revolutionary Education (CER). wherc the basic
content of general culture is mixed with Marxist thecry and proctice in the
curziculum.
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Culture and Action

Focus of the Subject

ALL HUMAN ACTIoN — whether it traasforms or dominates nature,
or destroys certain social relations and transforms society — is a
cultural act, 8 manifestatiory of culture at the same time that it
acts as a generator of culture.

That culture is a product of the people through the work of
creating their material life and the organization of social life is an
estahlished truth on which we will not dwell Actually, only
practical application, the struggles within society to transform it,
the activities to improve life, effectively create and develop culture.
Now, it is the people who carry out this work and not those who
live from the work of others; it is therefore clear that it-is the
people who create culture, but under specific conditions ard sit-
uations. The people create culture under conditions and in situa-
tionc of respensible work.

Culture is not a biological matter but a, historic-sociological
matter. To affirm that culture is not a biological matter does not
in any way signify that any species of animal, ircluding any
primate species, in its activities to satisfy its vital needs, auto-
maticaily creates a culture, although some monkeys often display
disturoine behavior and attitudes. No, a certain division and a
certain distribution of man’s genetic material (man in general)
determines that the activities of the human species maintain and
recreate life, lead to generation and.accumulation “of the necessary
facilities and material means” — that is, of the mental and materia)
tools for better maintaining and ultimately recreating this life. Let
us start here with genetic material comman to the species as the
first data and without starting any polemic with the geneticists.

As we said before, we have no intention of debating again the
definition of culture, the genesis of knowledge and culture. Nor
will there be any debate for the moment with the specialists in
genetic epistomology.

Our intention is simpler and more direct: it is to reexamine a
cultural sector, to evaluate its components, to try to analyze the
function of culture, to see what can inhibit or stimulate this
function, given the fact that the recognized active agent of all this

m is clearly the people, under normal circumstances, or an elite

|

under abmormal circumstances. In the course of this exposition
we will touch oa problems that affect the genesis of culture only
to the extent reqered for lucid presentation, What we will stress
are the componeats of the culiural sector, particularly those
Yesponsibie for a certain type of activity, activity leading to scjen-
tific and technical progress: this s our fccus

The Cultwal Secicr

There is no activity without culture and any nonmutilated
culture bas it: activity. But the culture of a society is not some-
thing that bel: in its totality, to each individual in that society.
Lt 1s not, as the Dourgeois theorist states, ‘‘what remains when we
have forgotien everyth:ng, “The cutlture of a society is a sectos. “the
cultural sector.” which we understind 10 be the sum of the material
and nonmsterial. goods created by a specific society as it recreates
itself. It is also the sum of social behavior ard customs (and
individual behawicr and customs when typical and rot abnormal
are_social) that characterize every ‘“aeculturated” being in it.

y give tkis importance to the cultural field >

It is because. first of all, culture engenders certain forms of
action, and this action reforms culture so that, in the last analysis
it intervenes in the reformation of society. In the second place, a
culture which nevertbeless is not native to a specific society,
culture as a force which exercises its influence far from its origins,
can very well inflience the activities of this siciety and even. in
the final analysis. mold this society in its own manner,

The area of class struggle extends to the culiural field. We will
see some examples of this.

The cultural camp is characterized by its ideological nature
(this 1s its chief characgteristic) and by its dynamism, which can
vary first of aill guantitatively and then gqualitatively.

That is to say that a specific cultural sectcr can be classified
by its nature as a reac:icnary ideology (of man’s exploitation of
man, or of submission ‘o exploitat:on) or as a progressive ideology
(a libcrasion ideology), and on the other nand it can be classified
by its dyremism as contemplative or active. This gives us four
types of cultural sectors:

a) Reactionary and contemplative culture.

b) Reactionary and dynamic culture, therefore hegemonic (the

current example is what we are obliged to call imperialist

culture).

¢) Progressive but contemplative culture which, to tell the truth,

because of its degree of contemplation, is not a progressive

culture.

d) Progressive and dynamic culture. This is the culture toward

which ali the peoples actually committed to the construction of

socialism tend.

Our interest lies in analyzing this latter cultural sector and
deducing from it the means bv which it works and the coaditions
of its movement. But we are obliged to turn briefly to the question
of imperialist bourgeois culture, reactionary and dynamic, which




for many African countries constitutes a real danger. This
imperialist cultural camp (reactionary and dynamic) is funda-
mentally the cultural camp that js ideclogically the enemy of that
cuitural camp which is indispensable to the success of the
democratic revolution. We have purpasely retained only those
characteristics of the cultural camp useful within the limits of
this course.

We repeat:

The cultural camp can go beyond its genetic territory, its original
social territory, just as another cultural sector can be superimposed
on it. The debate on culiure, far from being a simple intellectual
exercise, is a basic debate, a radical expression of the class struggle.
We must ask ourselves whether ¢ertain individuals, caught in a
reactionary but dynamic cultural camp, in addition to their original
culture, do not wind up being influenced in every way by this
camp. We must ask ourselves whether certain African intellec-
tuals, who boast of their Africanism but whose concrete behavior
betrays this Africanismn, arc not already persons profoundly
influenced by the neocolonialist, imperialist culturat camp, and
taken in by it

On this level we must analyze closely the problem of relations
between the cuitural camps, the more so when tremendous devel-
opment of the mass media and of techmiques of psychological
conditioning, permit neocolonialist imperialism to extend at its
“i'hir? its cujtural hegemony, and manipulate everything manip-
ulable.

To study this problem we will have to turn first to a very simple
example, although comparisons are not always valid.

We admitted that wild animals have their “instinctual area”
engendered over the course of and through the work they perform
from generation to generation in order to survive. We know that
when we capture them, with the objective of making them our
helpers, we must place them within our cultural context; not in
order for them to become ‘“‘cultivated” like us but so that they
react in accordance with technigues of communication appropriate
to our environment; we tame them, we domesticate them — that
is, we condition them to the rules of the house, which are cultural
rules, and we know that we cannot be the real rulers of these
beasts until we have really succeeded in our training efforts.

In'the class struggle,.in the bosom of human societies, especially
in the cultural field, the method is not very different in its intention
or in its methodology. Here the only essential difference comes
from the fact that the original cultural field of those one wants to
capture and domesticate is often superior on the human scale, to
those who decide to do the domesticating. That doesn’t matter.
The fact is that this attempt at domestication through cultural
influence exists and that when it occurs with influential individuals
in the bosom of the original society, it is the responsibie and free
future of thi= society that is compromised.

And neocolonialist imperialism knows how to use this weapon.
Neocolonialist imperialisn knows how to substitute physical
violence and violation with cultural violence and violation, or

cultural drugs designed to tame the number of native agents
necessary to achieve a passive attitude on the part cf the entire

ple in the cuitural camp, and thus assure the successful ful-
fillment of the odbjectives of domination.

Whenn we speax of the culturally ex-colonized, ideologically
alienated, we mean not omly those trained and domesticated and
speci:iimliy selected {yom among the graduates of the universities
of the imperialist countries. The recruitroent is broader and more
varied Although the gradustes, when they are culturally alienated,
are more dangerous because they have a greater mastery of certain
cultural instmuments of the imperialist power, and are therefore
more eflective as imperialist agents, But all of them, graduates
and others, when they are culturally domesticated by imperialism,
act, with a tragically contemptible conviclion, as virulent agents
of neocolonialism, and serve as a brake against any national
cultural xevival, as well as against the entire culturzl revolution.
It is a tsue drama in which various Aifrican nationg today provide
sorrowful examples. An analysis of the dialectical relationship
between culture and action cannot ignore this.

The ground is pcepared to touch on wkat concerns us.

Culture and the Need for Development

Culture 1s rot simole. il is a rnultidimeasional whole with
various orgemic components dialectically related. and in certain
moments in the history o! a people, it hagpens that one of these
componerits takes precedence over the others. Culture is ideolo-
gical philosophy (which gives it the nature of its totality and
which directs it). artistic culture, scientific and technical culture,
practical culture, behavior, attitude, ebc., and we could not reduce
it to any of its components without mutilating. But the ideolcgical-
philosophical component — that is, the ore which cominates all
others — appears at all times and in every circumstance, s the
basis fcr the cther components. It is at the heart of each ‘course
presented in this seminar and is systematically dealt with by the
comrade who is the highest leader of the revoluiion. This
is not the place to deal with it, then, and if we do so it is because
we carmnoil speak, write or act in any way without evoking
ideology, which always has its place as tre guiding principle of
the leadership. Nor will we deal with the component of culture
known as “art.”

We are concerned with an extremely important chapter, We
will limit ourselves to culture as science, technigue, practicel and
transformative application. But we have stressed that all cultural
componernts are organically and dialectically related in a way that
should rever permit us to seriously consider one and ignore the
others. .

We cannot examine closely the cultural components that interest
us without concerning ourselves with another concept which governs
them and endoxs them with the intensity cf its dyramic, the
human mneed for achievement — that is, the need for fulfillment,
the need for the transformation and domination c¢f nature beyond




present needs; every necessity fel: as an obligation, as a vital
necessity of life, beyond immediate life, manifests itseli in practical
and transformative application, not orly as a necessity dictated
by material, biological and otker requirements. but also as a neces-
sity for fulfillment of our nature as man! Everything occurs as
if the genetic material responsible fcr the human species passes-
sed a potential energy for a need to achieve that goes beyvond the
biolagical, an energy respoasible for the supremacy of our species
in aur universe. Furthermore, it is with great circumspection that
we approa:h this concept in order not to permit ourselves to
move loward a metaphysical ideslism. But this fear cannot permit
us to turn our backs in cowardly fishion on the evidence that
there is this need for achievement which manifests itself here and
there in various degrees, se varied that we reach true differences
not only quantitatively but also qua:itatively.

Let us say that the result of the antagqnism between two cul-
tures is more the function of the difference between the intensities
of their need for achievement than between the guslities of the
cultural material instruments they presently possess. This problem
preoccupies all present cultures, and before going any further we
are going 10 see how the bourgeo:s theoreticians of preseri-day
imperialism handle it. The quotations we will give are taken
from a typically popularized text, since the object of the text is
to reach the masses it hopes to conquer. We quote:

Why do some nations arhieve a rapid development in the field

of economic and social expamnsion, while others remain stagnant

ox decline?

This question has always fascinated historians.

Why did the Greek city states and particularly Athers, begin

to develop in the Bih century BC, to the extent that 200 years

later, i{s culture had left an indelible stamp on all the origins of

Western civilization? Or, to move {0 more recent t‘mes, why did

one patt of North America, that colonized by the Englich, achieve

a rapid economic¢ peak while the part colonized originally by the

Spanich even thouch they actually possessed much richer terri-

taries there. developed more slowlv uniil recent times?

Why did Japan, as compared to China, achieve greater econc-

mic progress in the [9th ceatury? What is the generating force

o] economic progress and modernization? What 3s :ts nature, ils

origin?

And our professor replies: )
Psychologists have made an unexpected contribution to this
enigma. ., They work in laboratories to isolate what we might
call, for convenience, a certain tyve of “mental virus”' that is
a certain comvaratively rare vision which, when it manifests
itself in an individual. causes him to behave in a particularly
energelic fashion. .. The mental virus in question was given
the curious name of N. Ach. (abreviation for "“Need for
Aczhievement?).

And our professor studies various communities contaminated by
the “mental virus of the Need for Achievement’” and concludes:

m “The characteristic of all these communities is the intense feeling,

based on their celigion, that they are superio: tc other humangroups
that surround them and that, in one way or another, they hold
the key to salvation, not only for themselves but for the whele
of hurpanity as well...” And further on, since we can never leave
aside ideology, our professor completes kis analysis:

In the present century, the communists have been able to incul-
cate their militants very strongly with these psychological
convictions and it is therefore not suxprising to see that the
percentsge of the contamination by the N. Ach. factor has in-
creased in the literature of Russia and Continental China since
the communist revolutions in those ccuntries, It is truly para-
doxical that the communists have been able to set in motion a
rapid eccnomic growth in a country such as Rusrsia, not as is
believed because of socialism, but rather because of its fanatic
conviction. of its own superiorily. This means that here as in
other places, a people’s conviction of il's own superiority has
caused the propagation of the virus N. Ach. which is more
directly responsible for the accelerated rate of econcmic growth
than is the socialist nature of the organizational system

Frem this long quotation, we retain the idea that “the need for
achievement” takes precedence over the material instrunwent of
achievernent since it is what creates the instrument; that this “need
for achievement” is of an ideological nature and can be comupron
to an ideology of slavery and mystification and an ideology of
liberation. We atso note the comical naivete with which our doctor
in social psychology distinguishes the fanaticism respcnsible for the
socialists’ need for achievement from the nobility of conviction
responsible for the ‘normal person’s” need fcr achievemert. But
we merely ooserve this in passing, each one must carry out his
task with conviction. That the words of this author are not
accompanied by any text of scientific analysis and are not based
on any group of facts does not surprise us either. For the author
it is a guestion of succeeding in attracting the alienated intel-
lectuals fascinated by the imperialist culture of neocolonialism,
and not in locking for understanding and explanation. What is
imporiant to us is to be aware that imperialism knows the decisive
role that the need for achievement plays and is convinced that
the day when this need becomes the need of the majority of the
dominated peoples, it will be the end of imperialism.

But this need does not take possession of peopie by magic; the
process hat gives this potential its kinetic and ibs development is a
historic process that unfolds urder certain determined conditions
and c‘rcumstances.

We already know how within a given social order, subject to
the limits of the evolution of history, class consciousness is born
among the exploited in the course of their struggles against the
exploiters: first through resistance, then through offensive and
revolutionary acts. We know how after the next to last great
historic revolution, the bourgeois revolution, individuals arose,
managers of great enterprises who later would give birth to the
present gentlemen of imperialist technocracy; and we know to
what point the famous “need for achievement” pushes them. and
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at what price! We alsp know that with the help of propaganda,
thanks to that super meed for achievement, imperial’sm subjugates
the leaders of certain African countries 1a a point where, without
fear of the tragicomic, those folks gravely meet to study the
measures to be taken to create.in the bosom of the socialism they
proclaim, “heads of modern private enterprises’’ Historic progress
requires us to live throu%}m a particular siluation. The bourgeoisie
took advantage of feudalism in a relatively easy way due to the
limits of the development of productive lorces, and to the feeble
dynamism and “conternplative® character of feudal culture, although
on. the other hand it was cyaically brutal in its enslaving nature;
whereas today in their revolutionary struggle, the people face a
bourgeoisie of owrers or profiteers of a particularly enterprising
imperialist culture, which dialectically imposes on the liberating
revolution a still more enterprising dynamism.

The determination of socialism to overthrow capitalism in the
area of the ‘reed for achievernent” is classified by our professor
as fanaticism. -

It is clear then that in social practice, in practical application
in the transformation of nature, notbing is or will have been ac-
complished until we feel, within us, this need for development
and self-improvervent. The ideological content, conditions and the
organizational circumsiances im which this need must arise will
be created by the party; it is the militant will of the leadership
cadres that must propagate this need The collective study of the
means of this propsgation is one of the points that interest us.

The Beses for the Fropagation of Our Need for Achievement end
Development .

The precondition for the creation and propagation of our need
for achievement, our need for development, is our socialist
conscience. 1. 1s not wnat socualisin 1s a felvish that can transform
everything it touches; rather it is our deliberate choice of the peo-
ple's liberating revolution, of the people’s global cultural develop-
ment, for progress, againsi all exploitation of man by man or of a
people by another people, sgainst all submission, against obscu-
rantism and irrationality, it is this totality of options freely taken
that we call Socialistm; it is we who make socialism what it is and
not the other way round; to say that the precondition of socialist
conscience is the propagation of the need for development, is to
say that the precondition is the lucid and meaningful recognition
of the need for achevement to the point that we would have to
be 'sick to allow ourselves to be $Smpeded from realizing it. It is
first of sll, then, a question of arriving al the conviction that we
really have opted — that is, that we are in perfect agreement with.
the principles of :he party; and once this conviction is acquired,
everything becomes clear and we . are affected by the “virus” of
the need for achievement, the ideology of invincibility that frightens
the enemy, who, understanding nothing, calls it fanaticism, It is
fanaticism thken, the fanaticistm of the revolution, and when it
possesses us we are prepared to snatch the fire from Lucifer and

use it in exchange —however little we may utilize the metnod
that such an act requires— for revolutionary technology.

Let us presume we have achieved this preliminary condition of
our abso!ute sincerity as energetic members of the party, and the
only difficul des we face are technical.

That the pecple of Guinea, organized in the PDG, feel the profound
need for achievemeni, development and sel{-development, there is
the testimony of their vote o September 28, 1958, and all that has
taken place since. One concrete example we can offer of one of our
federations, in Yomou, demonstrates suificiently the impatient
desice of the masses to be able 10 achieve. This year the valiant

eople ‘of Yormpu proceeded to construct a bridge across the river
le, undertaking, in collaboration with an engineer, the functions
of workers, foremen, and in critical cases, in which methods had
to be rectified, that of student engineers. And in our surpdse ab
the wisdom of the people, we realized that we ourselves still have
not totally converied ourselves to sccialism, which postulates the
inexhaustible genius of the people. Their ingenuity has been proved,
but, by what technique can we mobilize the transforming and crea-
tive genius of the masses that is presently paralyzed? The genius
of an individual, however exceptional, is nothing compared to the
immeasurable genius of the people and it is that genius that is re-
vealed through inventive and practical application. It is therefore
necessary to initiate this practice everywhere.

For decades and in some cases for centuries, the exploiting powers
that dominated Africa paralyzed the genius of the African peoples,
and' although the PDG prouides us with arms and shows us the
way. we have still been unable to liberate and make completely
operative the immense genius of the people of Guinea. We
have gathered here to determine methods of itemizing our needs
in certain areas and how to meet them. It is certain that in ssience.
technology and practical application, our people are perfectly
capable of rapidly catching up with the best, then surpassing them
and finally helping them advance. In the cultural and artistic field
they have proved this adequately. How have they done this? They
have done it becanse foday in Guinea there exist some 10000
peoples’ academies of the arts (dramatic arts, choreography, music,
etc.) which are functioning well and which cover as many active
base committees devoted to a true search, and to applying the re-
sults of their search; while in the field of natural and technical
sciences there is no such investigation. We know well that we have
our 2000 Centers of Revolutionary Study (CER), first, second,
third and fourth cyecles. but their mere exisfence calls for an
academy of applied popular sciences for each Local Revolutionary
Power (PRL) which assembles all accumulated traditional expe-
rience, cultural capital that has been freed of all that is irrational,
all that is inhibiting, in order that science and technology can be
immediately translated into highly efficient practical. application.
These people’s academies will have as their responsibility, among
other things, aid to the CERs while receiving from the latter all
th:-]xt they have been able to master in science and modern tech-
nology.




We have encountered sxeptics whom -we have not always been
able to convince of the truth of the tact that the pecple are a wise
man with many heads and always solve well-formulated problems,
however difficult they may be; that the pecple even have a genius
for wisdom since they bring together elements of all individual
wisdom. Thase skeptics have not been convinced buf have felt them-
selves stropgly challenged when we called. their attention to this
Froven and zctual fact that peopte whowerethought to be coroplete-
y defeated have invented and successfully used arms that have
neutralized ihe effects of the death machines invented by famous
men (with or without reason} for the strongest forces in the
world and have severely punished the enemy's arrogance. Prob-
lems of the utmost impartance have been raised and the people,
in their search for adequate solutians, have drawn on their inge-
nuity. Thus it is our duty {o conceptualize the problems and state
them well — that is, to select them in terms of their interest to
the people and organize them methodically in terms of priorities
and available energies.

We do not pretend to exhaust here the areas in which problems
arise which up to now have an evident interest for the people,
but we will nevertheless mention some.

Speaking of domination, of transformation and of the utilization
of nature, how can we not mention first in Guinea, the West African
water tower, the problem of water as a potantial source of energy,
as an indispensable necessity for the survival of man, of animals
and of plant life, as a source of traasportation but also as a dev-
astating enemy, depending on whether the people dominate it or
whether they are dominated by it All the objective conditions exist
in Guinea for it to be mot a tountry with hydroeleciric resources
but a hydroelectrified country; ard if this is not the case, we
must consider this situation to be abnormal, and we must normalize
it, since the fundamental subjective conditions also e¢xist for the

resence of the PDC as it is and for what it is. If despite the ful-
illment of all the {undamental subjective conditions, of the deter-
mination of the people organized in one strong party forged by
the revolution, Guinea is nct a hydroelectrified couniry, it is be-
cause the problem has not been presented by us as it should be and
at the rank-and-file level where its reality is evident.

The control of the water supply is imperative and its fulfillment
dermands of us a culture that is perfecily within our possibility at
the same time that this fulfillment constitutes a fertile source of
culture for us. There is no rural village in Guinea where certain
hydraulic projects, ably organized by the people, have not improved
the material and culturat life.

A second area in which culture and action of the people can im-
mediately result in qualitative achievements and practical applica-
tion which in itseif will insure important and permanent develop-
ment, is that of applied biology and all the transformations to which
it gives rise. We know that biology at the plant level requires solar
energy, water, earth; and aaimal biology is to a laxge extent an off-
shoot of plant biology. We then recognize that our intertropical

m zone, Guinea’s entity, enjoys an exceptional privilege with respect

to biological resoucces, a privitege which, as such, is ambivalent in
its impetus to action; that is, because of the facilities that it offers,
this privilege can become 8 brake to action if the ideology of ac-
complishment does not intervene, but if the consciousness of de-
velopment which must characterize each revolytionzry intervenes,
it offers automatically the means for great achievement. We must
also abserve thal, contrary to the hydroelectric question that we
considered earliez, in various areas of biological data, we have ac-
cumulated in Africa a rich experience but one that unfortunately
bas remained unexploited and someiimes even unexplored. The im-
mense natural privilege we enjoy on the level of chlorophyllic as-
similation. of photosyn thesis, the mass of experience that cur people
have in plant knowledge, obliges us to hold in the biological field
and on a world plane, a scientifi:c penetration and a decisive pro-
ductivity, Our ambition must be at this level and it must be
achieved at wbatever cost, and if this determination js fanaticism,
we must as revolutionaries accept this fanaticism.

We know very well that the people are not transformed, that they
transform themselves, but we say that because of the concrete
role we play in the hearts of the people, because of the mass of
information we have, when we do not lay out — not for the people
but with the people — the true problems that conceyn them, then
we represent an cbstacle to their progress.

These two examples indicate how the areas of our possible activ-
ities are determined by the conjunction of our needs to be satis-
fied and the existence of raw matenals 10 transform. We then un-
derstand how unnecessary it is to present a complcte list of these
areas_given the immensity and variety of Guinea's natural resources
and the level that the PDGC gives to the need for achievement, that
the people must feel imperatively.

The immensity of the effort we must make in the area of culture
applied to action is in direct relation to the abundance of natural
resources we posess and we ignore this point at our peril. We
must not ignore the fact that the countries that are poor in natural
Jesources but rich with respect to their scientific and technological
cultural comgonent go all over the world in search of natural re-
sources which they take, real‘zing the benef:ts that the transfor-
mation of these resources will provide for them. We are even wit-
ness to that practice on the part of certain technical ard industrial
powers which, although they possess the necessary natural resources
as raw materials Jor their industry, decide to conserve them unex-
ploited and use the enormous means that their economic power
gives them to extract and exhaust those same raw materials :n other
places, thus keering their own natural resources as a necessary
future reserve. We can thus imagine the political error we would
be committing if we were not to accumulate the necessary scientific
and technical culture to transform our natural resources into de-
veloped goods that we ourselves produce, in addition to the agree-
ments that permrit us to acquire abroad certain technical equipment
necessary for such processing. But before this technical equipment,
before these capital goods, even more than this equipment and this
capital, comes thewill to achieve and once we have acquired socialist




science, we cannot fail to be motivated by the need for achievement,
which is one of the characteristic features of socialism.

One day, a spokesman from a technically and industrially advan-
ced country, intoxicated with the scientific and technical culture
that is the pride of these counmtries, affitmed with arrogance: “I
don’t care about owaing natural resoucces: 1 know that the loco-
motive engine that ¥ manufacture with raw materials taken from
other places is worth a million times more than the iron ore con-
tained in the weight of the iron of that eng'ne ' and we a~swered
him: “You are on the wrong track, because the value that you
attach to this iron ore derives from a potential scientific cultural
energy common 10 all peoples and which at any moment can be
converted into a kimetic cultural energy among some when the
society follows the elite line, among practically the entire people
when the palitical regime is revolutionary and follows a mass line.
Very wel], this phenomenon of revolutionizing society is operating
in the technically backward countries which at the same time hold
the majority of natural resources. This is precisely Guinea's case,
where the parti follows its revolutionary ideology in all its struc-
ture, within which this very culturat, scientific and technological
potential of the people must be born.

Resolutely and methodically, we must arm ourselves and the
people with the mental weapons necessary for this change.

Now is the time to make ourselves familiar, everywhere and
everyone, with certain mauterial and mental tools. We know that
certain Eeasant and artisan comrades are suffocating because they
are unable to give free xein to their ingenuity. Moreover, since the
nation’s independence, certain peasants have invented machinery
whose success and complexity indicates sufiiciently the high tech-
nical cultura) level the people of Guinea would have reached today
if they had not suffered colonial hindrances for decades. Moreover,
there is nothing surprising in the fact that the continent that ini-
tiated the world to working in iron should have given birth to thase
peasant inventors. But recalling this first historic departure is of
interest now only as a measure of our responsibility in the present
and future.

We are responsible for the fact that today in our countryside not
even the simplest machine is used: the water from our wells we
get by lowering a pail directly, although the use of a pulley or a
crane would givé us much more. We use neither winch, nor lever
nor hydraulic wheel. We hardly use carts and wagons and we fail
to replace, wherever possible, muscular human energy with that
of draft enimals, of the mule which can be perfectly adapted, at
least in Upper Guinea, Middle Guinea, and in certain parts of
Forestal and Coastal Guinea. An example with the daba: a good
industrious worker can plow only a hectare and a half per year;
with a plough yoked with a pair of oxen cr even with oae (this
is possible as the Bentis CER demonstrated in 1967-68) the same
peasant can plow 15 hectares — that is, ten times what he can do
with the daba. Even if the combined utilization of simple machiner
and draft animals does not multiply the peasant’s yield tenfcld in a{l

m cases. we will be within a totally reasonable estimate if we say

thst in overall productive activities of people in the rural zone, the
judicious utilization of these means would double or tripla their
yield and, coasequently, total production

I{ we add the improvement wbich we would, by other means,
introduce in agriculture through the better use of zpplied biology
and chemistry which could multiply by three or five times our
actual average yield per hectare of distinct agricalture pzoducts,
there is no doubt that a pational application of a culture that we
can easily have, a correct application of such 2 cultuce in our daily
activities, in the daily activities of the people, would surely in-
crease quintuple our overall production, without mentioning the
decisive contribution our modern industries make to the happiness
of the ple.

It must be esdded that such a productive policy as it becomes
more powerful, with the cultural support it receives, will introduce
into the hosom of the people a8 stul more profound and potent
culture which, in 3 Jater phase, will have the ‘effect of broadening
the action. Today we have all the weapons to initiate such a process.

In the rural zone, let us take a specific rarnk-and-file committee
in which Local Revolutionary Power, created by the party, is in
fact organized. Then let us take a govermment situated at the ter-
ritorial level of the rank-and-file committee, which, within the
framework of the PDG, has absclute powers. Let us take a govern-
ment whose level of rational structurg leaves nothing to envy any
other government and which, mcreover; has the exceptional advan-
tage of beihg organically tied up with the cverall administrative
population. Here there is no delegation of power or duties: people,
party and state are organically mixed. In fact we find ourselves
faced with the ideal biological-political-economic and cultural com-
plex for communicating to the collective conscience, the movement
that must allow it to achieve. the particular victories over nature
that the satisfaction of the people’s needs requires.

Revolutionary consciousness, progressive. consciousnees, when it
is not also oriented toward physical nature in order to analyze it,
know it, change it and make it ours instead of hostile, make it help
the people;, revolutionary consciousness ihat does not act in this
manner, then behaves like an £nergy that could not spark any
motor, or else a motor that is functioniag in a void. [n any case,
-it is through its movement that consciousness is manifested, wh:ch
leads us to affirm that the.revolution is not only conscious move-
ment but also and above all, consciousness in movement. It is in
the long tun and by means of this movement of consciousness that
it is formed and developed.

Through the party’s program, the comrade Secretary-General of
the PDG had the opportunity to show that the class struggle con-
taing, as a facet of struggle, the fighting front that we maintain
to dominate nature. If we emphasize this it is tecause the Sec-
retary-General’s reports demand of each of us that we face the
problem, that we try to understand it, that we meditate and that
we apply the solutions indicated. .

In the class struggle, which we understand better through the
PDG program, the hass uses his domination so that he produees,




Yhrough the slave who processes goods, the imstrument which
together with the slave, constitutes for'the boss his productive
forces, which produce more and more proiits as the slave trans-
forms the goods for the boss and toward this end is reified through
this activity. But it is also through this activity, as a demonstration
of 1he technical mastery of the slave over nature, which is after
all the master of the bass’s existence since apart {rom nature there
is no existence, it is tbrough this aciivity that the consciousness
is born and develops which forms and radicalizes in the slave the
antagonism which questions the existence of the boss as such. Thus
it is essentially productive activity that is fundamental to the ‘‘boss
and slave” couple; it is productive activity that cements the
antagonism which rules this couple; it is productive activity which
transforms and dominates nature that, in cach of the antagonistic
classes, throughout history, provides the bes! armns for the struggle,
and particular'y the will 10 struggle. Thus it science and technology
are universal, it is class consciousness that moves them, leads them,
guides them.

‘“The sciences can be useful in three ways. They are oriented
according to the ideology of whoever has them, of whoever tea-
ches them, o whoever applies them.” This is the theme for devel-
opment that the party proposes this year 10 the candidates for
the bachelor’s degree.

Science and technology, in their creations as well as in their
utilization are the heail of the revolution.

We could not spesk indefinitely of consciousness in motion if
we left our agricultural technology where it is, If we left our soil
to become barren and eroded by the three to five meters of rain
that fall annually, instead of forcing it to work for us. '

The effort to construct hydroelectric dams, fulfilled by the peo-

le through their state, is gigantic; but precisely this concentrated
orce must be complemented at the level of each collectivity with
a multitude of small scale actions, paossible in each place, actions
whose " cumulative effect surpasses in importance works of great
magnitude. The challenge that our abundan? vegetation offers and
the violence of our rains are additional factors that motivate our
intervention with techniques that provide the precise response: it
is in our country where this abundant vegetation exists, it is in
our country where this heavy rainfall occurs, it is in our environ-
ment and by us that the elements thus unleashed must be tamed
and made to serve us, and, in the light of logic, and above all of
revolutionary consciousness, to expect solutions {rom outside is
not justifiable. The only correct position is to make foreign solu-
tions serve as a support for the authentic and original solutions we
provide, and to turn foreign solutions into our solutions, in both
their application and their further development when we force
them to respond to our needs.

Zeus was right to have Prometheus chained by Hephaestus, since
he remains Zeus only as long as the people fail to dominate the
fire of the sky. In the same way the colonial powers were correct
throughout colonial domination to try to destroy in us every ini-
tiative for technical progress, whether by corruwtion. substituting

a few consumez products for us to finish, whether by cleverness,
intim3dation or savage repression. A conscious people, a couniry of
“engineers’ are rnot dorrmated;—and every comscious people trans-
form itseli into a people of engineers. .The PDG knows this and.
since nationel in ce, has made the Guinean schoo] the home
of science, o technology and of practical application. And this de-
termination to izmmediately convert all kr:owledge into know-how
and iato action constitutes an important chapter in the course of
ideological formaticn. There is nothing surprising in the fact that
this year our young candidates for the first part of the bachelor’s
degree had 10 prove in theix ideological dissertation, that it was
not a question of knowing everything and being incapabdle of putting
into practice wdat one knows. It is a question of being able to
carry out what one knows, however little one knows.

The party therefore takes care to methodically tortn our youth, 1n
our Centers of Revolutionary Education, in the work of consiruct.
ing the new society, which will more and more insure the capacity
to place the forces drawn #from nature a1 the service of an
increasingly integsel democracy. But the CER is not isolated, it
is organically immersed in and allied with the totality of the
naticral working population, whose every techntcal advance
instantly provides a super techmical advance within the CER; super
advance because it is taken and improved by the CER which, as
the demograpkic seec-bed and the cultural and revolutionary
sources of the pstion in change, are in the best positton to carry
out their historic rele,

-It is therefore very important that the entire population engage
with ardor in the dattle for the improvement of technology, the
invention of otber techniques, scientific experimentation, ration-
alization of produciive work. :

To stress this reed for generalized technical and scientific
activities, the party, in acddition to the many measures it has
already taken, has created two other sections, one of scientific
invesiigations and the other of ideology of tele-teaching and
literacy education. The first section is to promote, organize and
control research in pure and applied sciences at the level of each
Rroductive unit, each institute, each establishment and each service.

Imost one thousand rural base committees of the PRL together
with CERs in the second, third and fourth cycles amounting to
more than 90% of the active population, constitute. potentially,
through ail their activities, the most significant productive units
and are therefore the objects of special attention by the research
section which has broken with the academicism and elitism charac-
teristic of such institutions in other regimes. As for the second
section, it is in cherge of all continuing, theoretical and practical
popular education, and thus has to try to make of each base
committee, of each production unit committee, a center of adult
revolutionary educaiion — that is, to transform the entire nation
into “a university of the masses” within which each one of us is
both teacher and student, within which there is a permanent flow
of communication of knowladge and know-how in accord witn tne
decisions concerning the socialist cultural revolution issued by




the party on August 2, 1968, in Kankan.

Right here we recall that the party has always taught that any
divorce between our actions ang the revolutionary positions we
take is to be avoided, that one must live the revolution and not
make dissertations about it. This called to mind Lenin’s phrase
that communism is the Soviets plus electrification. Thus, in a
concrete way, it is up to us to make sure that in Guinea socialism
is, in each base committee, a PRL which, having acquired full
revolutionary consciousness, becomes increasingly a politechnical
producer and at the same time a multifaceted apprentice, a
multifaceted engineer. doctor, administrator, professor, researcher.
And if such a conviction seems fanatical to anyone, it is only the
fanaticism of the democratic revolution.

We must not forget the important report of the Secretary-
General of the Party on September 14, 1958, at the National
Conference of the PDG: *“Colonialization has always been and
certainly can not be anything but an arbitrary fact owing to the
technical and military superiority of the imperialist regime.” And
the party has determined to make not only such domination.but
even the thought of it impossible for all time.

Ten years later, with the graduation of the first class from the
Politechnic Institute of Conakry (Lenin class) the chief leader of
the revolution added:

It is because it has a strong hold on science and technology

that imperialism is what it is. Today, through science and

technology neocolonialism is trying to dominate anew the
geogles recently liberated from the colonial yoke.

echnology, that material resource, carries increasingly greater

weight over people’s destinies than does capital The imperi-
alists, the neocolonialists know this, are convinced of this.
Yesterday, the unfortunate colonized peoples, alienated by
colonial oppression, were victims, above all, of the colonizer’s
arrogant and peremptory word; today the defeatist elements
that still exist within the proletarian nations are mortal victims
of the technology utilized by imperialism. They are overwhelmed
by this scientific theory, overcome by imperialism’s technical
achievements and they conclude that they must surrender their
arms and kneel down before imperialism.
No! The conscious, revolutionary struggle of the peoples can
vanquish imperialism!
If it is true science and technology constitute the resources
that create all other means of production, there is, above science
and technology, the technique of the revolution. It arms the
people, organizes them, restores t> them their science and tech-
nology which develops beyond all limits, no longer to enslave
but rather to serve the people.

We do not know whether it is of revolutionary benefit to allude
to the skepticism of certain people concerning our ability te
achieve technical equality with the best of those who already
find our orbit too small for their scientific activities. A basic
axinm never contradicted by .historic fact. proves that men are
equally capable of technical advancement and that only the

political, economic and social comditions in which they find
themselves cletermine the importance and speed of this advance

We know of people who today explore interplanetary space and
thus surpass provisionslly the scientific and technical level, other
people who were already enjcying a quite advanted civilization at a
time when they were st:ll living in trees or caves like our animal
forebears, and i{f we recall the irrational skepticism of some people.
it is because ke authenticated existence of alienated thought
obliges us never to overlook psychiatric theocy. Here also the
party was zight to invite the young candidates for the first part
of the bachelor's degree for the 1970 session to think abcut this
truth that the comrade Secretary-General of the PDG taught us:
“Ability is not given, it is won. sinrce all knowledge ‘s accessible
to anyane, provided he has the best conditions for acguiring it"

The best conditions. A mechanistic and superficial analysis can
suggest that wanting to speed up scientific and techmcal progress
through motivations other than g‘lo}ogical 1s idealism. Ve answez
that such necessities, despide being necessary mozvations for
progress, do nol occupy a predominant position on the scale of
motivations except during a well-defined period in humanity’s
infancy, and moreover have never been sufficient. Creatures of
culture since ancient times and no longer natural creatures, man’s
evolution continues by means of culture, and we wonder whether
the hiologica) modifications that the speies has expecienced have
not hecome biocultural modifications. In every case, it is in
cultural termsg that man more freguently tends to state his vital
problems. The elemental biological necessities are the same for
all, the technical advance that can satisfy them has not been the
same everywhere — Lhat is to say, this progress in itself creates new
necessities that require additional advances for their satisfaction.
Thus culture becomes more and more dominant; in other words,
the people who create and will continue to create their culture
are at the same time a product of it. This is why we insist that
the people, with their permanent but nat constant development,
create and recreate themselves endlessly. This is why the cultural
camp is not culturally closed — that is, the problems the people
raise are not always resolved at once. But if the problems are well
presented, the peaple know how to extend and deepen their
cultural experience so that such problems can then be resolved.
One example is illustrative; the tremendous scientific and technical
progress of the imperialist powers who use it to become more
imperialist — that is, to dominate the peoples more astutely. This
tremendous progress which hypnotizes and paralyzes many gov-
ernments of neocolonial countries and increases in them the spirit
of servility in the face of domination, presenis a grave problem
for alt the peoples committed to revolution. Each day, contemporary
history shows how, by developing its culture, the people find
solutions to these problems that put imperialm on the defensive.
Is it necessary to add that one of the most brilliant demenstrations
is the action of the heroic people of Viet Nam?

The best conditions! But it is not enough to raise their tech-
nological level by providing each village with a new machine,




although this is useful snd neressary in some cases. To sirengthen
the technical-cultural bas: of the village, there must be in each
of the town's activities, & rationalized use of time, of space and
of material, {for the optimum yield of efforts The machine, a
cultural toel, must be adopted by the emtire culture to give its
maximum effect. We wonder if perhaps ‘his is not the time and
place to denounce the misuse which shortens the life of the
machines and other implements which we d¢ not yet produce, and
which we import with foreign exchange for cash, to assure our
development. And ahen we say “shorten the life” we have to
bave the courage to recognize that we are engaged in systematic
destruction. The intelligent utilization of each foreigyn machine
we acquire, beyond the use for which it das heen made, can give
us a kaowledge of its mechanism and place us in an intellectual
tion, if not of improving it. of at least repcoducing it when we
ave the material resources. We evidence good technical under-
standing when we make an automobile Tun 20 000 kilometers move
than its manufacturer envisioned, without making a new motor.
One of the tasks of PRL and the production unit committees is to
see that the peasant and worker comrades acquire the know-how
that permits them to be better operators than those who man-
ufactured the implements they are using.

Speaking of culture and action, this course must have considered
the entire cultural area in order 1o study ihe action indicated. Out
of prejudice, we have chosen to be partial and to limit ourselves
to certain components of culture, among the many responsible for
technical progress.

Thus, this whole ceport appears to be polemic. In fact it is a
polemic, a discussion among ourselves to destroy in us every
tendency to reduce the factor of technical progress to the min-
imum, 10 evaluate it and to describe the qualily of productive
practice. But this polemic does not seek to place technology
above everything else, but rather to view it as one of nature's
cormponents. Moreover, all technology is part of a theory to which
it is dialectically linked, so that it is really a guestion of “theory-
technology” and ‘“‘technology-practice’”; these cannot be isolated
from the totality of mental tools and materials, attitudes and
behavior, of options, ete., that constitute’ culture. All the ceurses
given here now and in the future, will demonstrate increasingly
that the entire cultural field must be talken infa consideration in
order {o successfully guide a social action in &l its implications,
Once more we return to the problem of the base of cultural
sustenance, which must be broad enough to insure movement
without threatening egullibrivm. Down to the hamlet level, we’ will
have to be concermed with cultural components as varied as:

. a) Philosophy-ideology, bese and %uide for all the rest

b) Art, which stimulates and develops all our sensitivity at the

“ame time that it holds face to face with other areas, the most

effective role in the communication of knowledge.

c) The written word, whose importance we will discuss further

on,

d) Mathematics as a wniversal auxiliary mental instrument,

which each ane of us without excepuon must consciously leam

e) The experimental sciences and all the techniques that emanate

from them.

Contemplated theoretically in this fashion, such a2 program ap-
pears utopian. In reality this is not so. ot to place things within
the possibility of fulfillment would be uncealistic, “all knowledge
is secessible to any one who has the best conditions to acquire it.”
We have stated this before and the best conditions created by the
PDG come {rom local Revolutionary Power.

The proper funcsiioning of PRL is a prekade to the rapid explosion
of the people into a technical civilization guided by a high level
of revolutionsry consciousness.

Despite everything, alongside the basic condition that constitutes
the proper functioning of PRL, we must point out that an
important secondary consderation is the people's jomination of
the written word And this secondary condition is at the same
time one of ‘he conditions necessary, not only for the people’s
effective conduct in the socialist cultural revolution, but also in
the true exercise of democracy by the people — that is, of power
and of ail powers. Concretely, our civilization is presently in a
preponderartly oral stage, which does not mean that our African
civilization has as a fundamental characteristlc oral communication
and disenssion, as some African authors state. The fact that this
historic situation of oral communication constitutes a serious
sbstiacle to the progress—of the revolutior, is something we must
recognize. Worse than obstacle, it is a danger for the revolution
when it reaches a certain level in which all further cevelopment
requires written thought, measurement, quantil’ication of time,
space, social relations, precision and fidelity in the transmision
of information, messages, etc. A comrade here has lamented our
tendency to be vague in our estimates; he noted that when we
speak of an cbject it seldom occurs to us to say that it is such a
size, weighs so much. but instead we say “it’s as big as this, as
thzt’ Tt seems to us that the general lack of practice in writin
is responsible for this. Actually it is not only the ordinary metho
for communirotion, it is also used for the mathematics necessary
for any quantification and for all true appraisal of relationships.
There are those who will tell us that in cur country the illiterates
are not the only ones who are imprecise, and that, therefore, cur
explanation is false. We will reply that the great majority of the
g%ople are not yet literate gnough to write down their thoughts.

e cultural environment (created by the people) in which we
all live, is that of predominantly oral commurication and therefore
our reactions, our behavior, our nteneous cultural manifesta-
tions in this area are pregonderan vy imprec'se. Thus those of us
who consider ousrselves “educated’” are generally illiterate. We
will he truly literate the dav we succeed in eradicating the
people's illiteracy. Another danger for the revolution in illiteracy,
is the distortion it causes in information. Everyone knows that in
the class struggle which opposes tevolution to counterrevolution,
the revolution has a greater necessity for disseminating truth,
circulating official commubications in a form that is true to the




orniginal. And we kndw how 2 twisted truth, a distorted report
can becarne 2 countertruth, a counterreport and can unleash actions
and behavios favorable to the counterrevolution. And rare are the
ora] transmissions (1hose not transcribed) that are free of distor-
tion. And sipce the actioa follows information, there is the danger
of initiating a distorted action. When it is mecessary that the
informatian be extensively disseminated, as in the case of mes-
sages from tae party to the propte;which must reach every sector
of the people, distortion and its consequences can reach dangerous
proportions. We insist on this, since in the class struggle, the
soldiers of the revolution are the entire pecple and it is they who
must be correctly informed 2nd the content of this information
must maintain its revoluiionary exactitude — that is, it must place
facts in the precise context that explains them as elements of a
process in which revolutiomery action must take place, to give at
the same tirme, the data and lines of revolutionary action and not
present the event as f[ortuitous, exiraordinacy, even catastrophic
and without solution. For the revolution it is no light maiter that
each militant is unable, tocay, to read and meditate on the works
of the PDG, it is no light matter thai today they cannot read and
analyze weerly the organ Boroys. This teraporary situation must
be changea rapidly. e must also stress the fact that there is a
tendency toward mystification, toward deceiving the immense
majority thzt is in exclusive possession of such an efficient and
highly impostant instrument as writing. This fact is exploited by
the counterrevoiution. To be the only one who has the privilege
of being able to translate documents is not without danger, And
to eliminate this danger it is not encugh to :mprove the transiator;
his privilege must be suppressed in yevclutionary fashion, by
extending it to all!

Comrades, starting from the necessity to intensify the struggle
in the area of scientific and technical progress as a living expres-
sion of the necessary union. of culture and action, we have gone
on to the various conditions necessary and sufficient for the fortu.
itous conduct of this battle, and we have taken as a fundamental
condition the proper functioning of Local Revolutionary Power,
and as an indispensable secondary condition, the ability of virtually
all people to write. We don’t intend to push the problem aside
since neither of the two conditions is beyond our ability
to solve. We continue to proclaim, “Ready for the revolution,”
as 8 precise commitment, a commitment that we must carry out.

And now that we are discussing culture and action, conscience
and action, and at the same time are strongly insisting on the
need to try to quantify all magnitudes, before ending, we see a
little more clearly the gap that sometimes separated our ideological

sitions from our social practice, and we Will try to quantify it.

et us try to take inventory of our purported theoretical and
ideological kmowledge and our concrete action, and consider the
differences in the two lists. This difference indicates to us what
might be called our ideological distortion. And when, through
our action, we have succeeded in closing the gap, we will know
that we are truly Rsady for the revolution.

©)

Parenthesis

Ecskor Toyo

Pressden) Sékou Tourk recertly denounced new plans +f aggressicn against tie People’s
Republic of Guinea. Poriuguese colonfalism, sujperted dby NATO, tries to detour the
Afrcan nation fzom the road ckesen by its peonle

Nigcriac eccnomigt Eskor Toyo, author of docamerted essavs on the reality of his
couniry, onc o! whigh—‘NiZera, Csuses o1 a Crikis” —was published in ntrrber 12 of
this magazine, provider this enlightening analysis trat presents Interesting ccoromic and
historic data uselul for 82 understarding of Guirea. aid points out tre threads in this
sinister fmperialisnn plet supported by the Giincan bureaucrats and businessmen who are

anxious 10 switch back 1o capitaiism,

Ar 2 s onx Novemeer 22, 1970,
mercenary trocps landed in Guinea
by sea with the mission of over-
throwing the government of Sékou
Touré. On November 27th fresh
invaders arrived. The armed people
of Guinea hurled themselves against
the invaders witl; she deterznination
worthy of a people intent on
freedom.

It has now beern cenfirmed by the
United Nations jnvestigating team
thati the invasion was, in actual fact,
an zct of aggression by Portugsl.
Asscciated with Portugal, of course,
are the Ojukwiys of Guinea. Never-
theless the invasion is clearly an
imperialist act by the powers of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza.
tion (NATO), of which Portugal is
a member,

Cnly an imhecile can entertain
the notion thal the invasion of
Guinea is an act by Portugal alone,
as a consequence of the support
which Guineang have given to their
kinsmen of (Guinea-Bisssu (see
map 1) who are fighting for their
own liberation [rom Portuguese co-
lonialism. Yet this is the impression
with which the NATO press -and
politicians want to stamp the event.
Even if this were the whole story,

however, Guinea’s crime under
Séxou Touré would be no worse
than that of Nigeria, whose only
crime in the eyes of Portuguese
colonialism was her liberal contri-
bution to the liberation fund of the
Crganizaiion of African Unity
(OAU), which was intended to aid
freedom fighters in Guinea-Bissau,
Angola, Mozambique, Rhodesia and
eventually South Africa.

But the truth is that Portugal is
noi acting alone nor only in the
company cf disgruntled Guineans.
Here, as elsewhere, Portugal is only
ptaying her assigned role in Africa
as the hangman of NATO imperial-
ism. As the Secretary of the OAU,
M. Diallo Teili, pointed out. the
invasion of Guinea is the handi-
work of NATO, Sékou Touré him-
seli has asserted this. He affirmed
that “the participation of the United
States in this affair is substantial’
(Ls Monde, Paris, December 10,
1970), adding that france, Great
Britain, West Germany, Israel and
South Africa provided “important
military aid to Portugal 10 enable
her to pursue her colonial war."
(Ibid.)

There cen be no doubt that the
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Government of that inwrepid Afri-
can revolutionary statesman, Ahmed
Sékou Toureé, bas been a source of
chagrin to imperiaiism for a Jong
time. They have loag been bent on
disposing of him, just as they got
rid of Patrice Lumuarmba. The record
of semicolonial imperialism since
the 18th century an4 its more recent
neocolonial manifestation ia the
Congo, Guatemala, the Dominican
Republic, [aconesia ani elsewhere
demonstrates that imperialisma carn-
not be expected to rest as long as
a government rules in Guinea that
is not prepared to bow to the dic-
tates of NATO investors and policy-
makers.

We are on the threshold cf critical
events in Guinea. Africa and the
world are entitled to know the
facts about the tussle betwes2n im-
perialism and the Guinean people.

What then are the ciimes of
Sékou Toure and Guinea? The
crime of Sckou Touré is that be is

a patriot. The crime of Guinea is
that, l:tke Ratanga she is rich in
vital minerals: she is as rich in iron
ore and bauxite as eastern Nigeria
is in mineral oil.

Guinea gsived independence in
1958. In a referendum organized by
the ce Gaulle regime in September
of that year, Guinea was the only
former Frecch colony to vote for
total independence and exciusion
from the then-proposed French
Community — counterpaxt of the
British Comamonwealth but with
closer asscdation with France. It
was a vote that echoed throughout
the world and profoundly affected
the subsequent development of
French-speaking Africa. On Octo-
ber 2, 1958, Guinea was formally
declared independent.

Guinea is a small country whose
size and level of development can
be seen in the following comparative
indicators of positions in 1985 — that
is, before the INigerian coup.

that it has meny oither industrial
uses, such as in aircraft manufactur-
ing, in the manufasture of building
materials and prefabricated build-
ings, in the msking of light metal
alloys or in the manufacture of a
wide range of corsumer durables.
Consacuen'ly, there is an aluminum
craze.

Guinea is potentially the richest
of the Prench-speaking countries in
West Africa. Formerly her iron ore
exports were from a deposit near
Conalay, (he capital {see map),
‘worked by British and French in-
terests. Now it bas been fopnd that
Mount Nimba (see map) sBontains
one of the largest anZ richest iron
ore deposits in the world. It con-
tains known deposits of 25 million
tons.

Now, what aze the interests of the
United States and the NATO powers
in Guinea?

First although the United States
has a very large reserve of iron ore,

US ron ore interests have dug into
the Lakrador deposits in Canada
and the Brazilian and Vene€zuela de-
posiis ir Lstin Amecica. They are
now bert on snatching the Nimba
depcsits at all wosts,

Bngag>d in keen competilion for
these depasits are an American
roup, the US Steel Corporation, a
apenese group, the Xincshita
Shoten, 1 Euro-Ameri¢an group em-
bracing the Geological Research
Bureau of France, CECA, British
Iron and Steel snd Bethlehem Steel,
and a Earopean group, the Centra-
frique Bank Censortiurm, created in
July 1956, which comprises the
Banx o? Indochina, the German
Baxnk, the Bank of Brussels, the
Hambro Bank of L.ondon and Neth-
erlands Handelsmatshppij Bank.
About ten years ago the Centra-
friqgue Consortiurmm won a concession
for the exploitation for 75 years of
the Mount Nimba deposits but the
other monopoly groups are still

Annual this is becoming more ard more claiming their share of the Guinean
Annual Energy costly to work as easier deposits are  pooty.
Income Consumption being exhausted. Second, the price As for bauxite, the following table
Popula- Arxea Per Per of crude iron has been so artificially shows Guinea’s position among
tion (thousand Capita Capita inflated by the monopalies in the world bauxite producers in recent
Country (millions) sq.km) ($) (kw) United States that that courftr’y is years (in thousards of metric tons
now a net impcrter. For many years  per mon:h).
United States 1741 7704 3550 8722 —
| France 45.0 551 1820 2933 1966 1967 1968
' Nigeria 56.7 924 80 38 Australia
2 1
Guinea 39 246 80 — Guayana 22% % gg
; — . : France 234 234 226
Guinea's principal products are By 1968, however, she was export- Guinea 134 127 176
rice, paim oil, palm kernels, banan- ing 176 000 metric tons per month Hungary 119 137 163
as, coffee, pineapples, groundauts; ©of bauxite. ey Greece 115 140 -
millet, iron ore and bauxite. She Ironore, copperand bauxite are the Domiriican Rep 68 71 84
exports all these producks except most important industrial metals. Brazil 21 25 26
rice and millet. In 1955, just before The industrial uses of iron are mani- Ghana 29 20 24
independence, she exported 50009 fold. Copper is chiefly used in the Haiti 31 31

metric tons of iron ore per month
and 39 000 metric tons of bauxiie.

electrical indus'ty. Even in this use,
however, it is being challenged by
aluminum, which is found in baux-
ite. The advantage of aluminum is

The following table shows world percentages.

production of aluminum (or world
consumption of bauxite) in 1955 in




USsa a7 Norway 2
Carada 19 Italy 2
USSR 12 Japan 2
West Germany 5 Austria 2
France 4 Others 5

It will be observed that altkou
the United Staies and her NA
allyes are by far the largest impecri-
c¢xs of bdauxite (apart from ‘the
Soviet Union with only 12) they ate
rot thernselves producers of daixite
with the exception of France W"mph
produces an insigpificant quantiy
of aluminum. )

There are two bawate deposits it
Guinea: one at Kinda and a larges
one at Boké (see map). A Western
source Yeports:

The Americans, despite discour-
' agement, have hung on in Guinea,

partly for the sake of the alum-

inum project at Bake, in which
they are extremely interestied,
and have provided a §22 million
loan [...] to complement the $6¢
million World Bank loan. The

Peace Corps aze baclk at half

their previous sirength.

One source of annoyance to the
NATO powers is Sekou Toure’s
open door policy toward socalist
countries. Ony November 24, 1969,
Guinea signed an agreement wita
the Soviet Union which will permit
Guinea, with Soviet help, to develop
the Kinda bauxite deposils on her
own, thus enabiing her to repay ker
external debts and gain relative
independence from foreign coercion.
In thet way not only is the Kinda
deposit lost (0 the aluminum sharhs
of world imperialism, but also, in a
few years Guinea will be in a posi~
tion to challenge other interests of
world finance cagiial in the country.

Nor is that all. The Soviet Unjon

O

15 he:ping Gdinea build a dam over
the Xonkouré civer. Such projects
as dams anl railways, as sl de-
veloping countries kncw, are major
projects invalving millions of pounds
of revenue for capilalist construc-

“tion firms. The “loss” of such pro-

jects 1o the Soviet Union or China
is something the construction mo-
nopolieSiof the capitalist world can-
not tolerate. In their own minds
they have a natural right to such
projects in Africa, Asia ani Latin
America, as innumerable reports in
their industrial and technical jour-
nals.clearly indicate. The Russians
are also renoveting the rgilway at
Kinda, and the Chinese are doing so
from Kinda 10 Kankan (see map).

What is more, since her indepen-
dence, Guinea has been at swords'
point with France. One of the flies
in the ointment is that France is in
debt to Guinea. The bulk of the
debt, 9 billion francs, is for war
veterans' pensions.

The imperialist conspiracy against
Guinea has not been much of a
secret. In 1965 the present writer
read a Canadian report in French
revealing thst the US Central Intel-
ligence Agency (CIA) had: com-
pleted plans {o overthrow Kwaeme
Nkrumah in 1965, and thst after
him would come Sékou Touré, for
which French imperialism was also
working overtime. Nkrumabh fell in
February 1966. Whatever the errors
of the Nkrumah regime, its fall was
certainly not unconnected with the
vast bauxite deposits near the Volta
in which certain American million-
aires were vitally nteresied. The

bauxite scheme, which was the
diarnond in the crown of-the then
current Ghanaian development plan
and a fotus of attention o1 world
{inance capitalism, was financed in
part by private US companies. In
a similaxr way the emormous iron
ore and bsauxite wealth of Guinea
is now both the grezt hope of the
Guineans themselves and the focal
point of industrial and financial in-
teresis in NATO countries-

The sum total of the Cuinean
sifuation is that tha NATO powers
find their interests greatly threat-
ened by the progressive and patriotic
policies of the Sékou Toure regime
and they will go to all lengths to
replace him with some other Guin-
ean leader more sutservient to their
schemes.

Policy of independence

Armed intervention in Gainea has
elicited comments from several
African leaders, Among these one
of the most important is that of
Siaka Stevens, Prime Minister of
Sierra Leore. Ye said:

We have a different way of doing

things in Sierra Leone; but we

never have the same trouble with
you British as Sékou Touré had
with the Frenchi. We don’t think

Sékou Touré is very sensible with

his economic policies — he is tak-

ing things too far, nationalizing
everything. [...] On the other
hand he has done things that none
of us have really done — given
his people a real identification
and pride in their country, a na-
tiona| awareness and commitment
which is absolutely necessary if
we are to be successful. [Guar-

dian, Britain, December 7, 1970.]

This statement is studded -with
interesting points relevant to the
situation in Guinea.

First, Guinea pursues a policy of

indepencence.

Second, this policy meets with the
detesmitied and often open antagon-
ism of Fzench imperialism.

Third, the policy of indepen-
dence has imglied the courageous
nat:crialization of F'rench monopoly
entexprises.

Fourth, this policy of indepen-
dence is at variance with that of
many other Aizican leaders and re-

. games which actually practice noth-

ing miore than neocolonialism,

Last, no reg:me in West Africa
has had the same trouble with the
Britishk as; Guirea has ha2d with the
French. But this is not because
British mmperialism is better be.
haved. as Siaka Stevens may sup-
pose. It B simply because no West
African Jeader, nct even Nkrumah,
has s> far stood up to British monop-
oly enterprise as Sékou Touré has
to French monopoly investments.

As 10 the last point, it must.be
said that we cannot eat our cake
and have it in these matters. If we
want independence and “real identi-
fication end pride” in our country,
on the part of our people, this in-
escapzbly involves the nationali-
zation of capitalist monopoly invest-
ments, because they compromise our
independence and identity. If we.
are not prepared to do this then we
must stop dreaming of indepen-
dence and of wanting our people to
feel :dentification and pride in &
regime that sacrif:ces their dignit
for mere convenience or even self-
interest. Whether Sékou Touré has
taken things “too far” in this respect
the reader himself can judge.

As we have seen, Guinea was the
only country to vote for complete
independence from France in the
de Gaulle referendumn of 1958. This
vote angd the Algerian and Viet Nam

O




wars of independence evealually
defeated French imperialism’'s ef-
forts o preserve the French empire
behind a new jacade. Other African
countries opted for independence in
one form or other, and the proposed
“French Community” withered
away.

The French colonialists were so
angered by the Guinean vote that
they withdrew their personnel axd
whatever else they could take with
them from the country. Even pen-
sions owed to Guinean veterams of
the Second World War who fought
for de Gaulle were not paid. It will
be recalled that French colonialists
and settlers treated Algeria simi.
larly. The French fancied that the

new regirnes in Guinea ard Algeria
would collapse and the patriots
would comne on treir knees, begging
them to re:urn. But nothing of the
sort happeed Rather in  both
Guirea and Alzeria the abandoned
enterprises were nationalized, and
both countries started on the ardu-
ous but sure ard honorable road of
self-reliance.

It is not1 thzt the Guineans are
rich and can afford self-reliance
better than other African countries.
Far {rom it. The following table
showing average annual oer capita
national income in dollars in various
regions of the world and in West
Africa m 1553-55 indicates Guinea's

position.

West Africa

World Areas
Western Europe 1605 Ghana 230 Gambia 90
Socialist Europe 1075 lvory Coast 220 Dshomey 80
Latin America 345 Liberia 210 Guinea 80
Africa 165 Senegal 210 Niger 80
Asia 140 Sz. Leone 150 Nigeria 80
Mauritania 130 Mali &0

Togo

100 Upper Voita 50

It can be seen clearly that even
among West African countries, one
of the least .developed regions of
the world, Guinea is one of the
poorest. Unpatriotic jeaders and re-
gimes are inclined to blame their
servility and cowardice on the pov-
erty and smallness of their coun-
tries. Cuba and Viet Nam have ex-
ploded the lie; so has Guinea.

To be sure, the known mineral
deposits of Guinea include lime-
stone, bauxite, gold, diamonds, iron,
mangarnese, titanium, cobalt, nickel,
chrome, zinc, copper, graphite, &s-
bestos, radioactive minerals and
high-quality granite. Even in fabu-
lous Africa one h&s to go to Katapga

to find ancther area as rich in min-
erals as the Futa Djallon system
which forms the backbone of
Guinea. Besides, the country is rich
in sources of hycroelectric power.
Small as she i therefore, Guinea
has the potentiality for industriali-
zation. Yet 807% cf the people live
on the land. The policy of the
Guinean regime has simed at chang-
in%'this situation fundamentally.
wing partly to her patriotic dis-
sociation from France, Guinea had
to learn early the lesson of self-
reliance. She led West Africa in the
proportion of her national income
devoted to productive investment
as distinct_from conspicnous con-
sumption, luxury products, dispro-
portionate administcative expendi-

ture and the like. She Jed th:s cegiom
also in the creation of an indepen-
ient natioral currercy.

Soon atter independence, Gutnea
put in operation the Tluee-Year
Plan (1960-63). The object was a
dectsive and rapid switchover from
#n econorny based on coulonial de-
pendence lo an independent and
pianned naiional development. The
strategy at this stage was 1o bring
ad to the peasanity. The plan,
therefore, concenirated on building
dispensanes, schools and an admin-
istrative inf{zastructure. Some light
industries were also esiablished at
this stage.

The next stage, the presemt one,
was launched with the Seven-Year
Plan {June 1964-June 1971). The aim
is to enable the ecoromy to “take
off.”” This is the mos! crucial stage
in all economic development; it is
also the mast diffizult, as all econo-
mic planners knuw. [f the economy
is not to stagger along at the Jaissez-
faire pzce characteristic of client
capitalissn in, say, latin America,
then there will have to be heavy
invesiments in raw materials and
infrastzuctural bases such as mines,
dams, factory buildings, ports, and,
railways, which take a long time to
vield their benefits. At the same
time, even if factories are es-
tablished — and many have been
in Guinea — they may save foreign
exchange but carnot as yet make
much in the way of profits. Guinea
is at this stage and all sorts of
people are exploiting the difficulties
of the couniry.

And if “take off" is not going to
be take off into capitalism, corru
tion and dependence on the imgeria -
ist powers, then it must take off
into socialism and real indepen-
dence, a8 is being attermnpted in
Cuba, Congo-Brazzaville, Egypt, Al-

geria and, more recently, Chile.

The policy of indcpendence and
“noncapitalist development’ has
been put into effect in Guinea
partly by the nationalization of large
commercial enbterprises, state mo-
nopoly of foreign trade, creation of
a state bank, creation of a national
currency, creation of a mnational in-
surance company, nationalization of
Jarge trarsport establishments, and
creation oi other finanmal, adminis-
trative and commercial institutions.

If ore s looking for a reliable
indicaior of independence and so-
cialist developmrent, however, one
should ask who owns the new mines
and the growing manufacturing
industries.

The accompanying map of Cona-
kry shows 17 new factories. Of
these, the vehicle assembly plant
and the furniture factory are owned
jointly by the state and certain
foreign interests (Yugoslavia in the
case of the furniture works). The
rest are state-owned. Apari from
these a granite quarry, a textile
complex, 2 1obacco and mateh fac-
tory, a bicycle factory ard plants for
fruit juice, aluminum and quinine
— to name only a few — have been
established outside Conakry. The
alumirum and fruit juice enterprises
are jointly ‘owned with foreign in-
terests, while the others are state-
owned.

Industry such as the above has
also been established in other Afri-
can countries since 1958 of course,
but in the case of Nigeria, for in-
stance, it belongs almost exclusively
to foreign monopoly capitalist in-
terests.

The policy of real independence
being pursued by Guinea is perhaps
best grasped — as Siaka Stevens
rightly uncerstands — by comparing




it with the policy of collsborat:on
and subservience pursued so far by
many African countries. It is suf-
ficient to examine French-speakirg
Africa.

By January 1970 the FED (Fonds
Européen de Développement crea-
ted by the six European Comman
Market countyies had invested in
347 projects ang programs in the 13

African ar@ Majsgasy ststes as-
sociated with the Marketl and the
13 other associated countries — 12
former French colonies and one
former Italiab. Two funds were
created, tke first for the veriod
1938-63 anc the second for 1864-69.
The dist-bulion of the funds
among development projects was as
follows:

tst Fund 2nd Fund
$'600 % $'000 %

Rural
development 143797 248 316 688 452
Infrastructure 255 986 440 247 791 35.4
Education 155 253 19.9 62 263 9.7
Health 53 243 88 28 540 40
Energy 4140 0.7 24 457 3.5
Various 10 833 1.8 15282 149,
Total 621 250 100.0 695021 100.0

Manufacturing is included under
the heading “Various.” The little
attention paid to it and 1o energy
development &s against agricultural
raw material exports — so-called
“rural development” — is seli-
evident. It i a typically neocolo.
nial policy.

Of the investments, the associated
territories-in Africa received by far

the lion’s share, reflecting the fact
that, with the United States dom-
inating the latin-American coun-
fties and with Asia consumed in rev-
olutionary flames, Africa remains
the last stend of West European im-
perialism. The share of Africa in
the First Fund was $474 550 000 and
in the Second Fund $634 714 000.

1t is interesting 10 note the largest
recipients:

1st Fund 2nd Fond
Cameroon $2 798 53 166
Congo-

Kignshasa 19693 74389
Ivory Coast 36 644 $7113
Madagascar 56 265 79226
Senegal 3831 60400

It will be seen that Congo-Xin-
shasa received substantial invest:

ments only after Patrice Lumumba
and his supporters had been re-
moved from the scene. Furthermore,
till recently, as the press widely
reported, [vory Coast and Senegal

were the haven of those imtent om
remcving Sékou Towré Further still,
the irvestments of FED in each of
16 rxecipient territdmes iacreased

substantiaily in the second period

“Only for Congo-Brazavil'ee and

Mali did the investments decline,
and substantially too, as follows:

ist Fund 2ad Fund
Congo-Brazaville 25 086 20686
42 023 33 089

Mali

Gu: nea, of course, is conspicuously
absent Apart from Guinea, as every-
one kmows, the «aly former colonies
of European Comman Narket coun-
tries in Africa pursuing a policy of
economic independence and inclina.
tion towards socialism are Congo-
Bra:%aville and pre-coup Mali. It
may be added that, cf the five coun-
tries that received heavy invest-
ments, Madagascar is a rich source
of ursnium for NATO bombs, and
the funds actually went to develop
the uranium deposits; and Félix
Moumié hadto be murdered to pave
the way for “safe” irvestments in
Camerxoon.

Of late the impenialists have been
making a lot of noise about the
Guinean economy ‘‘showing sigas of
stagnation.” They wrote similarly
during the last year of NXrumah's
regime when the he investments
in slow-yielding nationally-owned
projects, necessary to independence,
created an inevitable hardship. The

imperialist press now reports that-

Ghana is leading West Africa in the
2xport of manufactured goods. What
they will not do 1s credit this
achievement to the policy of rev-
olutionary courage and sacrifice
which made it possible.

Politics and Invasion

Since independence the Parti Dé-
mocratique Guinéen (PDG). the
party wnich Sékou Touré leads, has

been pursuing politics basec visibly
on a fiye-pronged program:

a) estadlishing and consolidating

a popular one-party s:ate;

b) the firm repudiation of any in-

terference in the internal affairs

of the country by any state;

¢) an open and practical renuncia-

tion of the capitalist road for

Guinea and a cautious leading of

the country toward the path of

sccialist development;

d) unwavering and forthright

backing of the cause of African

liberation, armed or unarmed,

€) broad, enthusiastic support for

world revolut:on against imperial-

ism in Africa, Asia and [L.atin

America.

Naturally, in many circles, such
a palicy cannot be pleasing.

Her ore-party policy, however
popular it may be with the people,
is anathema to reactionaries and
decadent liberal intellectuals who
pretend that the two-party or mul-
tiparty form of rule is necessarily
the very ballmark of democracy, no
matter what depravities and frivol-
ities it makes possible.

The Western powers are openly
antagonistic to the patriotic in-
dependent policy of the country,
while some of the leaders of her
Frencii-speaking neighbors have, in
the past, shown signs of uneasiness
about the contagious effect of
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such a policy jA their own masses.

Compared with Nigeriw, Guinea
hardly has a class that can be called
capitalist, but the fact that <apital-
istg are initially absent from a coun-
try does not mean that there iz also
an absence of traders erd stste
bureaucrats who wouid like t¢ be-
come capitalists at all costs and by
any means. Theories of African
classlessness often make a profound
mistake on this score. The desire to
become capitalists on the part of
those who stand a chance of so be-
coming is often no less powerful a
political force than the desize of
those who are already capitalists to
remain so. Guinea is in a pesition
where this ambition jor ewvolution
into capitalists is very strong amon
& host of Guinean businessmen ang
bureaucrats. The more firmly PDG
policy has slammed the door of cap-
italist development in tkeir face
the more bitter has been their am-
tagonism to the regime.

What iS5 more, some traditional
chiefs of Guinea, former instru-
ments of French colonial. rule, an-
joyed traditional and colonial priv-
ileges over the local peasantry which
now they are mast rcluctant to see
pass away. That these privileges be
swept away to free the wheels of
gs; ress is the determination of the

, Which has been franslating its
policy into action. Again it does not
matter that these privileges of a
dead past are not of the same ordex
of magnitude as those of the Pashas
and Beys of the Arab worid or the
Maharajas of India.

Traditional = privileges, however
small by international comparisons,
are not considered unworthy of de-
fense by the local orders that enjoy
them.

Consequently, Guinea’s road of

sociajist development has many en-
ernies: mainly the tribalists, pre-
tenders to a capitalist road, and the
Uncle Toms cf Guinean origin on the
one hand, and worid monopoly cap-
italism_on the other.

Similarly Guinea’s policy of sup-
port for redellion against colonial-
1sm in Africa must mark the regime
for certsin destruction by those who
want to remove all centers of even
mildly rad:cal resistance to imperial-
ism on the continent. Whether the
Guinean leaders are aware of it
themselves or riot, support for con-
tinental or world revolution always
means that one must be ready one-
self for the inevitable armed assault
of imperialissa and its associates
against the partisans or supportecs
of such a poalicy.

Any country that wants to es
tablish socialism must create a mil-
itary force ready to defend the
people and the country's policy
against the conspiracies of capital-
ists at home and abroad. To do this
and at the same time avoid the heavy
cost of expanding the regular army,
patriotic regimes have adopted the
formula of creating a militia educa-
ted for patriotism and against im-
perialism. Without such a militia
it would have been impossible for
the patriotic regime in Cuba to resist
US pressures and defeat armed
interventions. Guinea, therefore,
‘created such a militia.

This step has also enabled some
sections of the regular army to be
released fromm armed service and, to
quote a Western source, “deployed
in worthy nation-building tasﬁs like
running a shoe factory, farming and
building schools.” In October 1969,
all soldiers became civil servants
and could move or be transferred
to any section of the public service.

There can be no doubt that such
a policy erables a small country like

Guinea — beset by powerful em-
ernies and much. poorer in trained
personnel than, for instamce Nige-
ria — to cut down the cost o1 main-
taining a large army mobilized. At
the same time the country has a
working reserve which cén be mo-
bilized in an emergency. [n the
meantime the souncer and more dis-
ciplined training of some cf the mil-
itary persoonel cax be turaed to
good account in the immense con-
struction work facing the country
This can be espeailly helpful in
countries where the public service
is not free from corruption or red
tare, a situation characteristic of
all underdeveloped coumtries

-Reflect for a moment on the work
Col. Adekunle did recently on the
Ni.ferian docks: cutting his way in
mi

itary fashion thr:m:gh red tape,
relieving the Lagos docks in a mat-
ter of weeks of scandalous and di-
sastrous overcrowding, and saving
millions of pounds, to the surprise
of Nigeria and the world.

But this patriotic policy in Guinea
is grist to the malicious mill of im-
perialist propaganda. In their eyes,
this practice leads $o “emasculation
of the army.” They have sought by
such characterization to stir up dis-
affection in the Guinean army. _

In March 1969 tkere was a plot
organized by a group of officers and
involving a Colonel Kaman Diaby.
Prior to this, there had been other
plots.

The imperialist press has sought
to attribute the invasion of Guinea
to so-called Guinean ‘“exiles.”” A
Western source, however, reports:
“The vest majority of expatriate
Guineans (possibly over a million
are spread through Ivory Coast,
Liberia, Sierra Leone and Senegal)
are economic refugees who still say
they admire Sékou Toure.” This was
confirmed by Prime Minister Siaka

Stevens himself in a conversstion
with a British journalist:

Oh, yes, Sékou Toure has opposi-

tion — particularly from the Fula

and the Sousa They have always
been traders and they didn't like

Sézou Touré’s nationalization of

all the trading — that’s why many

of them have come to live in

Sierra leone, But they still like

him. Did you hear about the dem-

onstration here in Freetown?

— 6000 Guineans demonstrated in

support of Sékou Touré.

In all probability the vast ma-
jority of Guineans living abroad are
no more refugees than the Nigerian
“ecanomic refugees” who were liv-
ing in Ghana and who recently
made the headlines. It is ceriain that
they admire and are loyal to the
regime of Sékou Toure arnd the
PDG.

That cannot be said of all ex-
patriate Guineans, however. There
exists a microscopic minority of dis-
gruntled élite elements — the Ojuk-
wus and Tshombés of Gunea. A
few elements of this fraternity have
been mentioned by name by the
Western press. Among Guinean pol-
iticians who have gone info exile,
for instance, the most notable is
the former Guinean ambassadqr to
France, Nabi Youla. It is reported
that “he was last heard of in Abid-
jan, capital of the Ivory Coast Re-
public, and a broadcast on Radio
ConakXry names him as one of the
three dissidents involved in organiz-
ing the invasion.”

he socalied National Liberation
Front is the opposition movement to
President Sékou Touré. Before the
invasion, Conakry Radio annoyoeed
that one Thierno-Habib Diallo, com-
mander of the army of the National
Liberation Front, was recruiting




Guineans living abrcad 1o establish
an army for the Front Servicemen
were being tecruited for 164000
francs. One group of 20 had deen
installed on Guinea's border with
Guinea-Bissau and Senegal and
another of ihe sarme number ox
GCuinea’s frontier with Liberia ard
the Ivory Coast
The imperialist press pxetendgd
not to believe the Conakry Radio
xeport. Even aftes the inv2sion had
been launched, only eye wilness &cC-
counts, the death of two German
diplomats in the fighting and the
verdict of the United Nations tearn
competlled them to admit grudgingly
that there had been an attack. How-
ever, they now say that the invasion
was merely a “raid,” and their view
of 1he aims of this “xaid” is stated in
the London Economist (November
28, 1970): % v r
The patiern of the yaid indicates
that it had a limited odjective
and was probadbly not an attempt
to overthrow President Sé&kou
Touré's government. The raid-
ers [...] concentrated on the
prison in Conakxy and it seems
they succeeded in fceeing a
number of Guinean political pris-
oners and several Portuguese
soldiers captured in raids on Por-
tuguese Guinea. The second ob-
jective was the headquarters of
the African Party for Indepen-
dence of Guinea and Cape Verde
(PAIGC).[ ...] There are encugh
disgruntled and exiled Guineans
in Poriuguese Guinea and i other
neighboring states to launch such
an attack
But even The Ecomomist had to
add: “But it is doubtful whether
they could have raised the money
without ouiside backing.”
As for the aims of the attack,

map 3 of Conakxy shows points
on which attacks were actually
Jaunched This lezves no doubt
as to what the purpose was: it
was clearly to cagture the cap-
jtal in a surprise blow and over-
throw the goverrment cf Sékou
Tourée. The ixperialists are no fools
and bave learned their lessoms from
the Congo and Nigerian wars. Their
conclusion would be something like
this: to lauch an attack from a re-
mote province oa a government you
wish to averthrow gives that gov-
ermment the advantage ol time to
mobilize. a main port, iniernal com-
munications, econamic and political
cohesion and other military and po-
litical advantzges, chief of which is
morale; a quick and successful blow
on the capiial would deny the gov-
ernment al} these advantages, elim-
inate any _cenier of organized re-
sistance and effect the immediate
collopse of the regime, without a
costly and protracted patriotic war.

‘Che present writer visited Co-
nakty in 1933, Unlike Lagos, for
instance, Conakry is highly vulner-
able to attack from the sea. These
facls explain why the invasion was
launched first and foremost on Co-
nakry. The aitack on Conakry could
also have been diversionacy — to
permit easier penetration elsewhere,
and this was actually attempted.

[t is noteworthy that the imperial-
ists have dropped several remarks
which seek to shift responsibility
for the attack from themselves not
only to “Guinean exiles” but to the
African slaies neighboring Guinea.
The Economist, for instance, writes:
“But last year the Guinean pres-
ident saw the hands of France, ali,
Senega) and Ivory Coast in plots
against his regime. The field for
speculation is wide open.” It turns
out well for the African states ad-
jacent to Guinea and for the African

people that those on whose heads
imperialism sought to wipe its
bloody hands, quickliy ard un-
equivocally destroyed amy grounds
for speculation by thernselves con-
demning the invasion and naming
its actual perpetrators.

Take, for instance, Liberia The
correspondent, Jomathan Power,
writes:

President Tubman deeply shocked

the large American diploma-

tic community in. his country
when, in a speech marking his
seventy-fifth birthday, a week
after the Gninea invasion, he
said of the Americans: “What-
ever they do or write they can-
not change the desires or opinions
of the Liberian people. They can
do so only by using the bullet.”

He then went on to explain that

that was just what the Americans

were doing in Indochina.

As soon as Guinea was attacked,
Genexal Gowon of Nigeria and the
Egyptian Government offered im-
mediate military help, and African
states rallied in an unprecedented
way. The comments of the Western
press show that they do noi like
General Gowon’s offier and wonder
when he wil] dissolve his mobilized
army of 200000 battle-ready sol-
diers. The reason why well-known
circles sought the disintegration of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria is
now obvious.

As for the African support, this
has taken imperialism by surprise
and in order to mislead the world,
as usual, they attribute it to the
respect Sékou Touré has earned per-
sonally for what they call his “in-
dividuality,” his ability to “mend
his fences,” etc. No doubt the non-
cheuvinistic African policy of Sékou
Touré has earned much respect and
positively helps to expose imperial-
ism and effect the unity of the

_ African people against it. But the
real cause of the African response
lies in Viet Nam, Rhodesia, South-
ern Africa, the Congo, Nigeria, and
latest of all Sierra Leone, October
1970, wkere the American neo-
colonialists were caught red-handed
with documents in a nefarious plot
1o overthrow the government of
Siaka Stevens.

Our experience so far has a les-
son to teach. Among the enemies
of Africa, not the least are politi-
cians and intellectuals to whom any
talk of imperialism ot neocclonial-
ism is nothing but communist
shibboleth. Such petsons see all
developments as tribalistic or false
individualistic spectacles, which
makes tkem conscious or uncon-
scious collaborstors with imperial-
ism when they happen to in
charge ol public affsirs in their
respective countries. In order to
free themrselves, the African people
must understand the working of
imperialism, and in order to under-
stand imperialism, African leaders
and intellectuals must undertake a
scientific study of it. Mere patriotic
emotions are not enough, and the
type of education one gels from
universities in Western Europe or
the United States tends to offer one
blinkers rather than a telescope.

The invasion of Guinea to over-
throw the regime of Sékou Touré,
like armed secession in eastern Ni-
geria, is bul a variation of the pol-
1tics of colonialism, no matter what
mask it may choose to wear. The
African people must so prepare
themselves intellectually and phy-
sically thzt no matter when, where
or in what guise imperialism may
choose to opercte, they see it for
what it is, mobilize themselves, and

smash it.
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Unique Ireland
Mich rson

Ox SepTvBIR 1, 1913, Lenin wrole:

In Dublin, the capital of Ireland
— a city of not a highly industrial
type, with a population of half
a million — the class stxuggle,
which permeates the whole life
of capitalist society everywhere,
was becoming accentuated to ihe

oint of class war. The police

ave positively gone wild; drun-

ken policemen assault pezceful
workers, break into houses, tor-
ment the aged, women and chil-
dren. Rundreds of workers (over
400) have been injured and two
killed — such are the casualties
of this war. All prominent leaders
of the workers have been arrest-
ed. People are thrown into prason
for making the mos1 pgaceiul
speeches. e city is like an
armed’camp. )

This remarkable description 2p-
plies today almost verbatim — with
only a couple of exceptions — to
Belfast, Ireland’s second city and
the scene of sporadi¢ urban warfare
for the past two years.

In recent years, among Western
capitalist countries, only the bl.ack
liberation movement in the United
States and the May-June 1968 events

(68

in France have received the world-
wide atteniion accorded the rev-
olutionary rmovernent in Ireland. Bui
the Irish struggle bears few re-
semblances to those of black Amer-
ica or the French workers and stu
dents; the formeris a culmination of
eight centuries of anticolonial strug-
e, including armed struggle. As
ritain’s first colony, Ircland was
the first country to develop a na-
tional liberation movement. Ireland
was studied in detail by Marx and
Engels, and the latter .began a
pever-to-becompleted  history of
that country. Lenin watched Ire-
land closely and gathered from its
struggle many lessons for his teach-
ings on the national question and
the right of nations to self-deter-
mination. Jreland’s strategic posi-
tion moved Lenin to write of the
1916 Irish rebellion:
The struggle of the oppressed
nations in Europe, a struggle ca-
pable of going to the length of
insurrection and street fighting,
of breaking down the iron disci-
pline in the axmy and martiallaw,
will sharpen the revolutionary
crisis in Europe infinitely more
than a much more developed re-
bellion in a remote colony. A
blow delivered against British
imperialist bourgeois rule by a
yebellion in Ireland is of a hun-

dred times greater political sig-
nificance than a blow o1 equal
weight in Asia or in Africa

Whether Lenin's estimate still
holds to the same extent is, of
course, subject to debate, but what
cannct be disputed is that Ireland,
unique today in Europe, remains in
sliruggle for its national liberation.

An historical overview is neces-
sary to place that struggle in per-
spective.

Dating from 1155, when Pope
Adrian IV, an Englishman, granted
[reland “as an inheribance’” b Eng-
land’s King Henry [, the spirit of
revolution has gripped the Irish
nation. It was an Irishman, James
Joyce, who said that history was
a nightmare he was lrying to wake
from, and the past 800 years have
seen much of Irelard, fully awake,
1ry to drive that nightinare from its
shores

Eight centuries ago, in 1169, the
English first began their empire, by
invading Ireland. It may prove one
oi history's iromies should Ireland
bring the final sunset to Pax Bri-
tania. By the time James 1 took the
throne in 1603, a dozen Irish upris-
ings had already been suppressed,
especially in Ulster, the northeast
quarter of Ireland. Ulstermen were
fierce in fighting the English, but
after defeat they were forced to
move south and their land, was
given awey for as little as a few
cents an acre to Scotsmen crossing
over the St. George’s Channel.
These Scotsmen pacifying the North,
were kin 10 those colonizing Nocth
America, particularly in the South,
with guns and bibles. They sided,

of course, with Protestant William
of Orange in his war for the British
crown with Catholic James II. Cath-

olics forced from their 1and rose up
to slaughter the settlers, as their
Nortk American Ind:an counter-
parts were doing, and with much
the same results. In 1689, the ap-
prentice boys of Derry (still refer-
red to today by the British as Lon-
donderry) closed the gates of the
city to the Catholics, to insure
Billy”s defeat of James at the Boyne
River. By then, less than 5% of
Ireland’s 20 million acres were still
in Catholic hands. The Irish were
tenants of English and Protestant
landlords. When William won, eco-
nomic exploitation of the South of
Ireland began in earnest.
Ecomomic motives replaced reli-
gion, as England, by exporting its
industrial revolution to Ulster only,
made the rest of Irelard poocer and
acceniuated the differences with the
North. Peculiarly, it was in the
North that the first conscious Irish
republican movement began. Out-
side Belfast, Wolfe Tore, a Protes-
tant, formed the United Irishmen,
which was closely associated with
the Freemasons — in fact, many
Mascnic lcdges served as revolution-
ary committees. Under the influ-
ence of the North American and
French Revolutions, the United
Irishmen rose against the crown in
1798, as Wolfe Tone announced: “We
must replace the names of Catholic,
Protestant and dissenter with the
common mname of Irishman” Not
since then, until recenily, has the
ossidility arisen for Catholics and
rotestants to fight mn common
against British domination.
English imperialist control of
Ireland had its predictable results.
With an absentee landlord class in




ownership, the country was xeduced
to a onecrop econorny. Disaster hit
in 1845-50 with the great potato
famine. Not until six million Jews
and 20 million Soviet citizens per-
ished under-Nazi onslaughts &d a
European nation suffer as did ILre-
land in that period. Ireland had 3
population of eight million when the
famine began; when it was over
only half that number remained
One million bad perished and three
million had emigrated.

Repression in the homeland forced
the Fenian (Irish republican) smove-
ment to organize in secret. In the
campaign against the brutal treat-
ment of Fenian political prisoners,
the International Workingmen's As-
sociation pleyed a leading part.
Marx’s daughter, Eleanor Aveling,
publicized to the world the condi-
tions under which the prisoners
were forced to live. At the end of
the 18th century, the Irish Repub-
lican Brotherhood was formed. Its
object: independence through “phys-
ical force” — the term used in Ire-
land for armed struggle. Simulta-
neously, cultural organizations like
the Gaelic League, built to maintain
Irish traditions against British “cul-
tural imperialism,” gave rise to Sinn
Fein, originally a parliamentary or-
ganization for Home Rule.

When, in 1912, Britain’s Liberals
got Home Rule passed by the House
of Commons, the House of Lorgs,
under Conservative influence, cor-
rectly understood that to lose Ire-
land meant the beginning of dis-
solution of the empire. Morecover,
Irish Home Rule spelled defeat for
conservative Ulster = Protestants,
whose industries were financed

from Londoa. The Orange Order,
narned for Williarn of Orange, had
long been (end remains today) the
dominant political  organization
among reactionary Proiestant Ul-
stermen. With the threat of Home
Rule, Randolph Churchill, tather of
Siz Winston, announced that '‘the
Orange card is the one to play.”
Heeding the call, some 200000
Ulstermen pled to use ‘“all
means” to defeat Home Rule, which
to themm meant “‘Rome Rule.” Lord
Randolph, minor poet as well as
politician of similar dimensions,
cried: “Ulster wil] fight, Ulster will
be right.” Armed gangs of Union-
tsts ({he political party run by the
Orange Order) formed the Ulster
Volunieers to resist Home Rule by
force. Using smuggled German
arms, the Volunteers attempted to
set up a provisional government in
the nine couaties of Ulster. British
Tories offered their full support.

In 1910, James Connolly returned
to Ireland {rom New York, where
he had organized the Irish Socialist
Federation. He soon became. the
genera) secretary of the Irish Trans-
port and General Workers’ Union
which he had helped to organize.
Connolly's trade union movement
formed the lrish Citizens Army to
defend striking workers from police
attacks, like that described above by
Lenin and to {ight for an indepen-
dent socialist Irish Workers' Repub-
lic. This was the first Workers' Ar-
my in Western Europe in the 20th
century. \eanwhile, the Irish Re-
publican Brotherhood, in response
to the Ulster Volunteers, was orga-
nizing its own [rish Volunteers, with
help from the Irish in the United
States. When the First World War
broke out. Unionists in the North

fushed to support the British Crown
Some Sinn Feinery argued that the
Irish Vd anteers should joim British
forces. Rebuffed, they attempted to
form the National Volunteers, which
llsleq‘ orly a bit longer than the
CIA “uvclunteers’ at P aya Giron a
half-century later. The whrole of
Connollg‘_s Citizens’ Army and the
12 000 [rish Volunteers refused to
!‘oxn Britain, on the premise that
We serve neither Xing nor Kaiser,
but Ireland.” British conscription of
the Irich was never attemptad, Con-
nolly®s attitude toward the umperial-
ist wa;, Like Lenin’s, was wnambig-
uous Just a few days after Britain’
entrance he wx-ote:Jr el

Should the working class of
Europe, rather than slaughter
each other for the benefit of kings
and financiers, proceed tomorrow
to erect barricades all over Eu-
rope, to break up bridges and
destroy the transport service that
war might be abolished, we
should be perfectly justified in
following such a glorious ex-
ample and contrithuting our aid
to the final dethronement of the
valture classes that rob and rule
Ithe l\;;)éld.

n » the Irish Republica
Bro;herhood_ and her mili‘é’:ry orr:
ganizations, the Irish Volunteers
and the Citizens Army, proclaimed
the founding of the Provisional Gov-
ermment of the Irish Republic. As
bells tolled, bringing the faithful
to mass that Easter, thunderous ex-
plosions shook the streets of Dublin,
The Union Jack was lowered at the
post office, the tricolor Republican
flag raised in its place. The Easter
Rising Wwas on, under the military
leadership of James Connolly, A
week Jater, the flower of Republican

youth lay dead in the sireets. i
leadership executed by the colo'nirl’
troops. After holding superior Brit-
ish forces at bay for a week Con-
nolly was wounded. Propped up in
bed for court-martial, he was shot
sitting in a chair on May 12, 1916.
He remuains $oday Ireland’s most
unportant revolutionary martyr.
The Easter Rising was the first
armed siruggle in Europe since the
_Moscow. Uprising 11 years earlier. It
Is Dot without significance that Con-
nollys first military #riting was an
exarn:nation of the Moscow battle.
Nor. Is 1t unimportant that both
upnisings were condemned by Euro-
pean socialists as “putsches” and
defended against that charge by
Leriin, Unfortunately Connol y did
not have access to Lenin's article on
"’I'h'e Lessons of the Moscow Upris-
ing,” :n which he writes: >
Nilitary tactics depend on the
level of military technique. This
plain truth was dioned into the
ears of Marxists by Engels. Mil-
ary teql:m’que now is not the
same as it was in the middl
the 19th century. It woulde t?é
folly for crowds to contend
against artillery and defend bar-
ricades with revolvers,
New tacties were evolved from the
Moscow Uprising: “These tactics
were the tactics of guerrilla war-
fare. The organization which such
tactics demanded is that of mobile
and exceedingly small detachments:
ten-, three-, or even two-man de-
3(a_chmgn$." Lenin warned against
1gnonng the new question of tactics
and arganization called forth by
street fighting under the conditions
imposed by modern military tech-




nique.” In any case, Connolly, Ire-
land’s greaiest Marxist who always
saw the need io contend for power,
subscribed in his writings and his
life’s work to Engels diclum that
“fighting is to war what cash pay-
ment is to trade.”

Lenin devoted much attention ts
the Irish rising of 1916 and tbe les-
sons he drew apply equally today,
a half-century laler. He argued
against Trotsky’s contention 1hat
“the basis for s national revolution
has disappeared even in backward
Ireland.” Especially instyuctive iar
today’s struggles are Lenin's ob-
servations on the link between the
struggle in the colony and that of
the working class in the metropol-
itan country. He writes:

Britain largely based her *bril-

liant” economic development, (ke

“prosperity’” of her industry and

commerce on [the destitution]

among the Irish peasantry. [...]
While Britain “flourished,” Ire.
land moved towards extinction
and remaired an undeveloped,
half-wild, purely agrarian coun-
try, a land of poverty-stricken
tenant farmers.
Lenin quotes Marx’s letter to
Engels of November 2, 1367, in
which Marx writes, ‘I have done
my best to bring about this demon-
stration of the English workers in
favor of Fenianismn[...]. ¥ used to
think the separation of Ireland from

England impcssible. I now think it
inevitable.. .” Lenin was particu-
larly concerned with the guestion o1

opportunism among the metyopol.

itan working class movements. He
contrasts the ‘unskilled workers”
who are ‘“so often cut off from the

advanced woxkers by that cursed
petty-bourgecis, liberal, aristocratic
spirit of 1be Briish skilled workers.”
Lenin writes:

Marx questions a Socialist belong-

ing to an oppressing nation about

hisattitude to an oppressed nation
and at once reveals a defect
common to the Socialists of the
dominant nations (British and
Russian): failure to understend
their socialist duties towards the
downtrodden nations, their echo-
ing of the prejudices acquired
from tbe *“3Jominant-nation' bour-
geoisie.
And ILenin subscribes to Marx's
thoughts when the latter writes:
For a long time [ believed that
it would be possible to overthrow
the lrish regime by English work-
ing-class sscendancy|...}. Deeper
study has now convinced me of
the opposte. The English work-
ing class will never accomplish
anythiag until it has got rid of

Ireland[...]. English reaction n

England had its roots[ ...} in the

subjugation of Ireland.

One of Lenin’s polemics on the
question concludes, *“Shculd the
Irish and British proletariat not ac-
cept Marx's policy and make the
secession of Ireland their slogan,
that would be the worst sort of op-
portunism, neglect of their duties as
democrats and socialists, and yield-
ing to British reaction and the Brit-
ish bourgeoisie.”

The crusning of the Easter Ris-
ing of 1916 far from ended the Irish
Republic. As the Moncada assault
on July 26, 1953, on first appear-
ance a defeat, in fact launched the
victorious Cuban Revolution, so the
Easter Rising gave birth to the po-
lities) independence of most of Ire-

land. By 1918, the Sinn Tein elected
70 of Ireland’s 105 members of the
British Parliament on a platform of
immediate independence. Refusing
lo take their seats at Westminster,
the Sinn Feiners remained in Dublin
as 'the national assembly of an in.
dependent Jrish Repuhlic. They set
up the Dail Eireann ([rish Parka
ment) with its own courts and its
own army, the Irish Republican
Army (IRA).

For the next three years the TRA
waged dfull-scale guerrilla war
against the British. Because of the
large Irish immigzation to the
United States, the Republic fostered
hopes, quickly dashed, of recognition
from Washington. The new revolu-
tionary Soviet Govermment, itself
only recently in power, became the
first govermment to recognize* the
Irish Republic. In turn, the Repub-
lican Parliament in Dublin was the
first to recognize the Soviet. For
years the Romanoff’s imperial crown
jewels lay in government vaults in
Dublin, security for a loan given the
Sovie! Republic by the Irish.

British Prime Minister David
Lloyd-George finally imposed a set-
tlement in 1920 which recognized
the “Urish Free State,” but separat-
ed from the rest of Ireland six of
the nine counties cf Ulster, grant-
ing them a pseudoparliament of
their own in Stormont, and rep-
resentation at Wes:minster. Ulster
Protestants did not like the scheme,
because it was Home Rule, but it
was better, they figured, than being
ruled from Dublin. Had all nine
Ulster counties been included, Cath-
olics would have been in the ma-
jority, The Republic did not accept
the arrangement (as Republicans
taday do not), and the IRA and

Ulstex Volunteers remained at war
for years. [n 1921, the Anglo-lrish
Treaty pertitioned the nation into
iwo sistes, a colonial Northern Ire-
land, and a neocolonial Ireland.

It has been said that the Irish are
to England what the Indians are to
the United States. Their land plun-
dered and their economy destroyed
by the invader, they were forced
into servility of exile. In Ulster
however, the Protestant workers
more closely resembled southern
US whites. Their wages, lower
than anywhere else in the United
Kingdom, still remain a peg above
those of Catholic workers. Union-
ist and British policy has long used
religious prejudice to keep the poor
divided.

Sufiering economic depression and
political repression, a half-million
Catholies have fled in the last 20
years. Had they stayed, they would
have become the majority. Eco-
nomic discrimination in Ulster is es-
sential to preserve a Protestant ma-
jority. By forcing Catholic emigra-
tion, it offsets the higher Catholic
birthrate. Only a third of the total
population, Catholics are 52% of
those” under 21. (The South fares
no better. The historic economic
stagnation cost the Republic of Ire-
land 150 000 emigrants two years
ago. In the 20th century, it is the
only country in the world to suffer
agr:bsolute loss of population.)

e Ulster Catholic population
has been decimated for the simple
reasoi that there are no jobs: Cath-
olic male unemployment in Derry
is 28%; in Dungannon 23%; in Bel-
{fast 17%. (These are the most con-
servative estimates; most people in




the street estimate as much ag three
times these figures.) The dole ani
other welfare measuzes of ke Bri'-
ish Governmerit are the major in-
centives to Ulstetrnén to remain
Joyal to Westminster. Fo3 those emx-
ployed, weekly wages in the North
average $43 for men, $28 for vormen.
(Again, these are tke most char-
table estimates.) In tke South things
are a bit worse; wages are in the
neighborheod of $38 for men, $21
for women, a very poor neighbor-
hood indeed. Ulster's two main in-
dustries, shipbuilding and liren, are
decaying, no longer able to compete
in the world market even relying on
cheap labor. Only $€00 ship workexs
remain of the 40 000 employed 25
years ago, and there are constart
rumors the shipyards will clese
down altogether. Figures in the
linen industry are similar: from
60 000 workers in 195} to the pres-
ent 30 000.

As embarrassed as London might
be by the reactionary Unionist re-
gime in Stormont, ske continues to
subsidize Jister’s ersatz parliarment
by $240 million a year. England
knows that releasing the six coun-
ties to reunite with the 26 counties
of the South would mean paying
Ireland for all imports that now
come duty-free from Northern Ire-
land. Ulster’s relationship to Eng-
land then is much like Puerto
Rico’s to the States. The North pro-
duces a third of Britain's baco® a
fifth of Britain’s shirts, a tenth of
her eggs. It maintains Britain's
largest synthetic fiber center, the
largest polyester yarn factors 'n
Europe, the largest rope industry :n
the world 1f Ulster’s relationsh:p

to Engzland is colonial, the South's
is nececclonial, About 75% of all
of Ireland's experts go to Britain,
62% il Ulste: is excluded. No other
country in Eurcpe is so heavily de-
pendent on cne rnarket. [rish Re-
publicans argue that, on simple
economics alre, reuniting the six
northern coupties and the 26 of the
South Is imperative. The two could
live as c¢heap!y as one; administra-
tive costs’ o! one government are
obvioasly less than those of two.
One rmarket of 4 million people is
better than two of 1.5 in the North
and 29 :n the South. And reunifica.
tion would mean income irom taxes
of Briish indust:y in Ulster.

The six counties of the North re-
main one of the Jew places in the
world that retains a property re-
guirement for voting. A quarter-
million people, 25% of the adult
popalation, are thereby disfran-
chised. In Belfast, 23% of the citi-
zenry has been on the waiting-list
for homes for 20 years. In Derry,
only 500 new homnes have been built
in the last }aif-century, almost all
reserved. for Unionist voters. Cath-
olic families, generaily larger than
Protestant, have another cross to
bear: no matter the size of family,
only the orie in whose name the
property is registered is allowed to
vote. In Derry, Unionists; represent-
ing only a third of the population,
occupy 60% of the council seats. In
Lurgan, no Catholic has ever been
elected o the city council, although
they constitute 40% of the popula-
tion. Job discrimination is equally
glaring: Fermanagh’s County Coun-
cil employs but 32 Catholics out of
a total of 338 although Catholics are
52% of the county population.
(These figures are from 1969: as

concessions to pressures brcught by
the Civi! Rights Movement — more
about this later — a ore-man, one-
vote policy, dishandment cf the vi-
gilacte B-Specials and other reforms
have been announced. Most of the
reforms have not vet been enforced
and new repressive lJaws kave re-
placed the old discarded ones. leav-
ing the figures here virtually in-
tact.)

Such a regime must be maintained
by force, and for this purpese the
government uses its Special Powers
Act. A remarkable piece of legisla-
tion, whose virtues have led South
African Prime Minister Vocster to
remark that he'd prefer it to all
of his own repressive laws, it was
originally enacted in 1922 against
the JRA. Under tte act, authorities
are empowered to: arrest without
warrant; impffison without trial;
deny the right oi habeas corpus;
enter homes at any hour without
warrant; prohibit meetings and pro-
cessions; permit flogging; deny trial
by jury; jail people for refusing to
answer incriminating question; hold
priscners incognito; pcohibit an in-
quest after a prisaner’s death; pro-
hibit circutation of any mewspaper
and possession of any film or re-
cotding (the sale of United Irish-
man, the Sinn Fein newspaper,
brings six months imprisonment;
sale of an Easter Lily flower, the
symbol of the 1916 Easter Rising,
is punishable by two years' arrest);
arrest anyone who .does anything
“calculated to be prejudicial to the
preservation of peace or mainte-
nance of order.”

If the Catholic working class of
Ulster didn't have enough problems,
it now faces a virtual army of hos-
tile law officers. The 3500-man Roy-

al Ulstex Constabulary (RUC) is the
largest armed police force in the
United Xingdom, and it is de facto
directed by ths Oramge Order. A
supplementary government-spon-
sored mlitia, the Orange-controlled
B-Speciils, numbering 100)0, was
“disbanced” in a “reform’ measure
Open to memYership to ‘any adult
Protestant without a criminal rec-
ord, the B-Specials were fitted for
uniform, rifle oc Sten gun, and sent
home, to be called upon when the
need arcse. The “need’’ arose when-
ever the Orange Orde: or its Union-
ist Party wisbed to terrorize the
Catholic poor with pogroms and
other ‘‘law-enforcing” - maneuvers,
Now most former B-Specials are
incorporated into the British-con-
trolled Ulster Defense Regiment
which, while it limits their prerog-
atives for vigilante activities, pro-
vides thkem with more advanced
weaponry when they do decide to
move. Still remaining intact is the
10 €C0-strong vigilante group, the
Ulster Protestant Volunteers, a
paramilitary unit under the neo-
fascist leadership of the “Reverend”
lan Paisley.

When the Ncrthern Ireland civil
rights movement began, composed
of radicel Belfast stucents, liberals,
Commurists and Republicans, its
demands were modest: an end to
discrimination, and one man-one
vote in elections. The movement’s
first demonstration, in August 1968,
was peaceful. But ' two months
later, msrching to Derry, the Royal
Ulster Constatulary broke every
head within reach, in full view of
television and the press. The move.
men: has rarely been out of the




headlines since iben. Later demaads
included an ewmd to gerrymandering,
repeal of the Special Powers Acdt,
disarming the RUC and disbanding
the B-Specials. The ascendancy to
leadership of the moveirent by Re
publicans and their Communist
allies with a growing conscicusness
of the need jor sotialism and am
expulsion of irngerialisin in its meny
forms from Ireland, has alarmed the
British more than a little Thriough
Major Chichester-Clark, the light
weight “Prime Minister™ of North-
ern Ireland, they have named a new
inspector general to take charge of
the Royal WUlster Constabulacy.
They hope that Sir Arthur Edwin
Young will prove to be stronger
than the growing revolutionary
movement. Sir Arthur, since 1950
police commissioner in the city of
London, ook lesave of his posi twice
before. In 1952, he directed police
operations ag‘:ianst revolutionary
guerrillas in Mnlaya, and in 135%
repeated the operation against the
Mau Mau in Kenya. That he is now
in Belfast speaks chapters, {1 not
volumes, about te importance
Britain places on the six counties
of Northexn Ireland. Troocp re-
inforcements from a Royal Marines
commando unit bring the total Brit.
ish troop commitment in the six
counties to 12 500. Many recent ad-
ditions in Belfast to keep the peace
are men of the First Battalion of
the Parachute Regiment, veterans of
the British campaigns inCyprus and
Aden.

England uses military force now
because it cannot salve the social-
economic crisis of Northern Ireland.
The crisis of the Noxth is in fact

an exacerbaied oatgrowth of the
crisis of Bnmiish capitalism, itself
heavily in hotk to the United States.
The Stormont NMinistry of Com-
merce, in an official pamphlet cal-
led Northerm Irelsnd: The Most
Profitable Arca for Industrial Ex-
panmsion, claimrs;

Northern Ireland is especially at-

tractive to companies seeking fast
profitable invesiment, for it has
a large surplus of labor with a
high reputation for reliability.

The country is still faced with

a h:gher degree of unemployment

than elsewhere in the United

Kingdom. But this is a situation

which you can furn to your ad-

wvantage. [The Ministry’s italics.]

With a birth rate nearly a third

higher than elsewhere in the

United Kingdom, Ulster offers an

assured supply of young workers

for the future.

Forty-five US companies have
taken the bait to the combined ex-
tent of a §200 million investment in
the six counties since’ the Second
World War. These include Amer-
ican Tobacco, Ford, Goodyear, and
IT&T; Aristoile Onassis (and, pre-
sumably, his wife) owns a guarter
of Harlan and Wolfe shipbuilders,
the largest single employer in Uls-
ter. Standing watch are three
friendly US military bases (the
largest one, in Derry, was reportedly
offered to the British for use as an
internment camp for Irish revolu-
tionaries in June 1970) while junior
officers irom 1he 26 counties receive
counterinsurgency training in the
United States,

When Britain carved up [reland
originally, it brought to power in
the six counties the Unionist Party,
a coalition of big businessmen and

landlords, in control ever since.
Prior to the civil rights movement,
the main public opposition to the
Unionists were tbe Nationalists,
whose goal was solely the elimina-
tion" of partition and union with
Catholic Ireland. The sectarian na-
ture of the Nationalists allowed the
rise to prominence of Ian Paisley,
a '‘Reverend” with an honorary
degree from Bob Jones Uaiversity
in South Carolina, USA, who leads
the Ulster Volunteers. Represent-
ing sections of Protestant workers,
small business and the traditional
Protestant petite bourgeoisie, Pais-
ley's particular brand of right-wing
{anaticism has both cleshed with the
Unionist leadership and served to
bolster the position of British mil-
itary occupation, performing much
the same role as the Ku Klux Xlan
in the US Sou-h.

In response to the civil rights
movement and flanked by the Pais-
letlhe pressure from the right, the
RUC and other police agencies fre-
quenfily attack the €atholic work-
ing cless without restraint. There
have been two-day periods of sus-
1ained firing by the RUC of CS gas
into the Catholic ghettos. On one
evening in 1969 a combined force
of the RUC, B-Spectals and Paisley's
Uister Volunteers attacked the Bel-
fast barricades with armored cars,
machine guns and autometic rifles.
Where they broke through the ghet-
to barricades, they systematically
burned down 400 Catholic homes
and promiscuously machine-gunned
those remaining. The reign of ter-
ror continues, and bombings and
counterbombings are virtually a
daily occurrence. Only a right-wing
split-off from the IRA, which re-
fused to accept the socialist goals

of the JRA, seems anxious for armed
clashes with the superior-armed op-
position at this point. (This group-
mg, kxnown as the “Provisionals,” is
supplied with money and arms {rom
the neocolonialist Fianna Fail party
in Dublir; last year, the regular IRA
was offered a ceal by Fianna Fail
to drop its socjalist programs and
certain ¢f its leaders in® exchange
for money and arms; the split-off
of the Provisicnals from IRA oc-
curred shortly after IRA turned
down the deal.) The danger at this
point, sa7 IRA spckesmen who con-
tinue their policy of armed self-
defense and building up arms caches,
is that Paisley or the Provisionals
will provoke a clash which will
strengthen sectarian division and
encourage massive British presance,
before the Republican movement is
sufficien:ly prepared to do battle.
British control is now shaky. To
surrender to Paisley means to opt
for outright fascism, which would
bring certain civil war. Westminster .

.has chosen rather to exert direct

contro) of the RUC and B-Specials.
This decision has not fosiered an
endearing relationship in those
quarters. The closesi parallel in
modern colonia! history might be
the struggle between de Gaulle 2nd
the OAS generals over Algerian
olicy. People’s Democracy® leader
Michael Farrell says: “Northern

1 Peorle's Democracy (PD) began as a so-
ciallst student group in Belfast and was
a catalyst in starting taie civi) righets
movemern: in 1963 No lorger affiliated to
the Civil Rights Association, PD today
has abou!: 300 members throughout the
six coun'les. Beraadette Deviin rose to
prcrafnenze as 8 PD member, although

she na lauger belongs.
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Ireland cannot see the triumph of
modernizing capitalisn. The Pais-
leyite backlash. of Protestant work-
ers and farmers is =0 powerful it
looks as though the reformers can-
not win without destroying the
Unionist Party, and if they destroy
the Unionist Party, 1bey cannot win
at all.” Unionist Jeaders display an
astonishing proyincialism, perhaps
because the Stormont government
has no part to play in the world;
foreign affairs, defense and the like
are handled for the colonial regirne
by England. Irish Republican writer
Brendan Behan orice deseribed Star-
mont as “a kind of superior muni.
cipal corporation. The result is that
political discussion there js like par-
ish pump polities axd, having ne¢
power even in social welfare legisla-
tion, where they have to tag along
after England, they can't look for-
ward but only backwards.” Now the
British have eliminated proxies and
surrogates and axe exerting direct
military control — the first time
British troops have been used
against the Irish since relief riots im
Belfast in_1932.

. Reverend Patrick Mvrphy, whose
St. Peter's parish includes most of
the beleaguered section of Belfast,
complains: “Not a night goes by that
Catholic families are not threatened
with being burned out or terroriz.
ed... since the British army moved
in.” During the five days of sustain-
ed fighting in Belfast in July 1970,
1500 in the Falls Road ghetto were
rounded up and interned, and some
of their houses destroyed in a house-
to-house ‘““search for arms.” A cur-
few was imposed which prevented
residents from leavipg the ghetto,

| .

and even from leaving their homes
except from the hours of five to
seven p.m. Cne day, defying cur-
{ew regulations which called for the
British soldiers to shoot to kill, 3000
women took to the streets in a pro-
iest march.

Prime Minister Chichester-Clark
appears little more than a public
relations man at this stage. The
reins of government seem to be di-
rectly in the hands of the British
Home Secretary. The direct involve-
ment of the British could work to
increase and consolidate the already
growing Republican sentiment in
both the North and the 26 counties
of the South. Westminster’s strat-
egy seems to be to bring about a
crisis which '‘forces” it to dissolve
Stormont altogether, Thus England
could itself abolish the partition and
bring the six colonial counties into
the “Free State” of the South, creat-
ing thus a more manageable 32-
county neocolonial Ireland, which
could in turn be brought into the
European Common arket with
Engand. This could perhaps set
back by a generation the revolution.
ary movement in Ireland. The Pais-
leyites and the right-wing Provi-
sional split-off from the IRA are
both useful to England, therefore,
since both could provide the crisis
England needs to fulfill that strat-
egy.

In any case, England is not say-
ing when its troops will withdraw
from the six counties. In 1969, Brit-
ish Defense Secretary Denis Healey,
echoing his Pentagon counterparis,
said troops may be required “foz
Years” to prevent trouhle. The com-
mander of the British troops in the
six counties keeps his men on contin-
uing orders to “shoot to kill." and

warns the Irish of England’s “supe-
rior firepower.” Answers Gerald
Fitt, a Belfast member of the West-
minster Parliament: “Has he never
keard of Viet Nam where the Amer-
icans have superior firepower and
they have used it with very little
success?”

Republicans 2nd Communists
agree that the Civil Rights Associa-
tion (CRA) should continue to limit
its demands to those fozx civil rights
which will mobilize masses (People’s
Democracy left the CRA in dis-
agreement when it did not become
outspokenly revolutionary). But the
civil rights movement has reawak-
ened in Ireland the spirit of the 1916
Uprising for an Irish Workers' and
Small Farmers' Republic. The civil
rights movement plays a potentially
revolutionary role in a prerevolu-
tionary situation — where the mas-
ses are no longer able to accept the
old way of living and the bourgeaisie
is no longer able to rule in the old
way — because of its integration
with the working class. This has
been provided ready-made by the
Republican organization, making
unnecessary the usual building of
such alliances. The difficulty has
been to sustain Catholic working-
class support while simultaneously
winning or at least neutralizing the
Protestant workers. To this.end, the
movement has achieved only limited
results. One leader explains:

When you say to the people in
the Bogside ares [Derry's Cath-
olic ghetto] that they are being
exploited because they are work-
ers, not because they are Catho-
lics, they are not very inclined
to believe you. All their lives
they have been told by the Union-

ist Party that this is a Protestant
state for Protestant people, and
that “pope-heads” will be besten
into the ground if they dare to
open their mouths.

Nevertheless, the !rish Ieit has
agein raised the need for a united
socialist Ireland. Just as Cubs de-
lied those who held she could not
achieve revolution until one oc.
curred in the United States, Irish
revolutiomaries — 50 years after
lenin did the same — reject the
idea of hrolding off revolutionary
demards and actions until Mother
England’'s working class is suf-
ficiently ready. One young leader
argues:

The unification of Ireland into a
socialist republic it not only nec-
essary for the creation of a
viable economy, it must also be
an immediate demand, because
only the concept of a socialist
republic can ever reconcile Prot
esfant workers, who rightly have
a very deep-seated fear of 2
Roman Catholic Republic, to the
ending of the border.

Irish Marxists are buoyed by a
history of armed insurrection and
the revolutionary tradition of Re-
publicanism. The idea of revolution
is ingrained in the Irish mind, sur-
rounded by the glory and the mar-
tyrs of 1916, Says one young civil
rights activist: “Whaf we have to
do is to complete the national rev-
olution by making the theoretical
and practical link between what we
are doing now and what was fought
for in 1916.”

Cliichester-Clark holds fhat the




recent violence was encouraged by
the IRA (which has of course been
outllawed since the guerrilla war
that ended in 1922), seeking to dis-
credit and destroy his regime. “In-
ternational pol:tical itinerants” who
“poison the minds of young people
with hate and venom,” “political and
intellectual bankrupts,” ‘antisocial
drop-outs,” he calls the Republican
Army in language reminiscent of
Spiro Agnew or Gearge Wallace. In
fact, the IRA has been a leading
participant in the civil rights move-
ment, lending 10 it its organization-
al skills and knowiedge of urban
warfare. In Belfast during the vio-
lence of the summer 1969, an IRA
unit seized a cinema and turned it
into a center for Catholics burned
out of their homes. After the pog-
roms, Republican clubs raised funds
to provide for new housing for the
homeless. The communities behind
the barricades in Bogside and Falls
Road renamed their areas Free Der-
ry and Free Belfast. Each street
elected a representative to a district
governing committee. They clean
their own streets, set up their own
medical faciliiies, produce their own
newspapers, have their own radio
stations, and set up their own de-
fense system. The defense systems,
called Citizens Defense Committees,
are led and trained by IRA mil-
itants,

The closest atlies of the Republi-
can movement, and the only left
force with ties to the Protestant
working class, is the Communist
Party. Like the Republicans, the
communists are based in. the work-
ing class, many holding leadership
positions from shop to national level

in the trade union movement. While
a single party of the left is prerna-
ture, a single program is today pos-
sible and that program is civil r:ghts.
The Communists hold that the only
way to win or at least neutralize
the Protestant working class or a
section of it is in the day-to-day is-
sues which bring that class into con-
flict with British imperialism. Dur-
ing the times of violence the CP mil-
itants at the shop level work to
prevent the sectarian pogrcms from
speading over to the point of pro-
duction. But trade union leadership
is not in this case political leader-
ship, so that Protestant workers who
will work alongside Catholic work-
ers will at night go hunting with
guns for those same workers. Where
Protestant CP militants live in areas
bordering or surrounding Cathotic
areas, many have served a3 pro-
tection units — even with arms —
for the Catholic ghettos. Where the
Party members live in overwhelm-
ingly Protestant areas, they seek to
politicatly neutralize their neigh-
bors. The Party sees armed seli-de-
fense as a necessity and armed
struggle as an eventuality, but pres-
ently relies on its Republican allies
to supply the means and manpower
for such struggle.

The civil rights movement may
well be transformed into a national
rising of the working class, cer-
tainly of its Catholic component.
Time and again, its spokesmen re-
buke suggestions that it is a re-
ligious struggle: “This is a class
struggle; many Protestants are as
badly off as we are. This is a fight
against the Orange junta in power."”
Resistance seems to be holding firm.
Industrial cooperatives have been
sporadically established in Bogside













to provide subsistence n case of
exiended siege. Small IRA defense
units stand by prepared to protect
the communities from government
and vigilante attack. At the height
of the Belfast batile in 1969, IRA
men returned the fize of i{he V:‘.iié.
Jante Paisleyite mob, forcing
government to call for British help,
thereby preventing a2 blood-bath.

But the Republican movement is
far more than its armed wing, the
IRA, as its leadership of the Civil
Rights Association well testifies. It
sees the British eguivocation as
lending strength to Paisley, which
in turn provo a morxe explosive
situation demandirg -firmer British
control. In partial response to this
poss:hility the Civil Rights Associa-
tion has begun a massive cam-
paign for a Northern Ireland Bill of
Rights, which includes the right of
self-determination. Without such a
campaign, the fear is that British
plans could succeed. because moder-
ate Catholic and Protestant public
opinion would welcome any alterna-
tive to prevent civil war.

Meanwhile Republicans, many
operating openly despite a five-
to-fourteen-year prison term for
membership in the movement, are
conducling a campaign for decent
housing. . They are determining
people’s desires and agitating for
their demands, while simultaneously
showing the people that the pres-
ent syslem cannot meet their needs;
that short of “physical force,” de-
cisive change is not going to come.
The Republican movement is pic-
tured by the British and Stormont
as “trenchcoat and bullets-and-bomk
men,” but most emphasis at this
time is being placed on social agita-

tion. Unempioyed marches m Derry,
a town cf 6000) for ecample, have
rallied a3 many as 10000. The big
effort ncow is to avoid a ccnfronta-
tion between Protestant and Catho-
lic workers which would harden into
sectarian lires, and also to avoid a

rematuze armed clash with the

ritish. Through. the violence and
the mass movements of the last
three years, the British have been
forced to yield certain reforms:
abolition of the Special Powers Act,
disarmament oi the B-Specials, al-
location -of equal housing, and one-
man-one vote. Republicans believe
that Britaiyp has to begin to insti-
tute the reforms to gain the peace
it fleeds if it wishes to move Ire-
land ino the Common DMarket.
While Britain :s forced to imple-
ment th: reforms over tke heads
of the Protestant working class, di-
vision w:ll grow between the Prot-
estant workers and the Bnritish, al-
lowing for the possibility of work-
ing-class unity against the British.
This, at any rate, is the Republican
hope. There is of course a great
chance that the Protestant workers
will instead continue to follow Pais-
ley in hopes of a “Rtodesian solu-
tion.” The IRA leader in Belfast
says, “We have to w:n at least a
section ¢f the Protestant workers,
and drag the rest by the scruff of
their necks into a socialist republic
and show them thpat Republicanism
is nct ‘Green Toryism.’”

The Republican clubs are organiz-
ed in ezch parish, the lines along
which the towns of six counties are
divided. Significantly, in Belfast in
1969, an IRA unit of shop stewards
has been recruited out of the trade
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union. There sre now some 1500
persons who heve uadergone armed
tramin‘g this Jast year in Bellast
alone. For the E£rst time in its his-
tory, the IRA has begun to recruit
women militants, who oow numnber
about 10% of the Army. The great-
est single need at present is a:rms
in sufficient numbers to arm those
prepared to use them. Every -few
months each IRA wunit goes on two-
week-long manesavess and there are
once-a-week tr:ining sessions to
keep in shape. The sessions include
lessons in everxthing from battle-
craft and field maneuvers to auto-
theft and political education. The
supply of automatic rifles, automa-
tic pistols, revoivers, hand-grenades,
schmeisers, Thompson submachine
guas, and explosive devices is woe-
fully short. This remains the [RA”
chief worry: being forced into com-
bat without adequate weapoury.
The 26 counties of the South,
while living under different con.
ditions, are absolutely integral t«
the sirategies of Loth the bocur-
geoisie and the revolutionary move.
ment. The Government of Ireland,
itself, subservient to the 3British,
- shows no inclination to help the
Irish under aitdck ia the six coun-
ties of the North, although Foreign
Minister Patrick Hillory says, “We
regard Ulster as our territoxry. We

regard them as our people.” ‘indeed -

the Northern Irish are Irssh. not
British, and Republicanism is the
one political force than can possibly
unite Catholic and Protestant. Tho.
" mas NMacGiolla, president of Sinn
Fein, argues: :

Belfast and Dubiin belong to all

the people of Ireland and not just

to thase living in them. No mi-
nority group has a right to opt out
of the nation even though it may
have a ctain tosome special priv-
ileges or concessions wiikin the
nalon. The un1 fro seli-determi-
nation is the ration as a whole,
not the area which the minority
group tan control. If it were to
be sccepted that people of the six
ccunties, by a majority vote, had
the right to opt out of the Irish
nation and uuite with Britfain,
iken it must be accepted that the
people of Tyrone, Fermanagh,
Derry city and many other areas
had a right to opt cut of British
rule and urite with the remainder
of the couatry: The minority in
the six counties, which is being
coecced in'o union with Britain,
is one third on a population basis
and about one half on a gecgraph-
ic besis. [his is a far greater
mnority group than the Union-
isis consti‘ute in the nation as

a whole,

To assuage VUlster Protestant
working-class fears of merger with
the present 26 counties of the South,
MacGiolla says:

We would not wish‘that fate on

anyone . We ask the people of the

six counties to join with the
people of the 26 counties in abol-
ishing both sta‘es which serve
anly British imperialism, and in
establishinz a democratic socialist
republic fcr the whole island in
which the workers who create
the wealth wil! decide how and
where it is used.
Such language — and actions to
back it up — has moved the Dublin
government to push for a Criminal
Just.ce Bill, the Free State equiva-
lent of the Special Powers Act in

the North, equally arbitrary, re-
actionary and brutal

For since 1964, the Republican
program has been cutspokenly so-
cialist and anti-imperial'st. [1self
containing aspects of a national Jib-
eration movement, the [RA feels
deep solidarity with the Cuban and
Vietnamese revolutions. Recent :s-
sues of the Unmited Irxishman,. :ts
public organ, include articles on
ZAPU and on Al Fatah. Composed
in the main of young workers, the
I[RA is prepared to carry through
what was started in Easier week
1916 and {ull-scale guerrilla war
cannot be excluded as a future pcs-
sitility. Certainly it would not be
the first time. After the six-year
war that ended in 1922, <he IRA was
declared illegal; but :t has continued
to operate both as an adjunc: to
the Sinn Fein and, sporadically, as
a regular army. In the internation-
alist spirit of-Connolly, the best IRA
militants of the left went to Spain
in 1937 in the fight to save the
Spanish Republic from fascism. (In-
cluded in these numbcrs was Mi-
chael Riordan, then an IRA comba-
tant, today the general secretary of
the Communist Party in Ireland.)
Unfortunately, in the absence of the
left cadres, IRA leadership fell into
the hands of a right wing, which
abandoned Connolly's socialist per-
spective and limited its gosl to the
elimination of the border with the
North. A guerrilla campaign from
1956 to 1962 to this end, failed badly.
With the release from prison in 1964
of Cathal Goulding, IRA pol:cies
began to resume their revolutionary
character. Goulding, who has spent
17 of his 48 years in various prisons
for IRA activities, soon became
Chief of Staf{f and he remains today

the comnanding figure of the lrish
Republicin movemnent. It isin large
part due to Goulding's leadership
and examxple thzt the movement has
once agan become the leading rev-
olutionary force in Irzland

Geu!lding, in opposition to his
right-wirg opporents, holds that
politics i; primary; but that, with-
out a nxlitary wing, the struggle
for pawer is futile; that armed strug-
gle will Be necessary ts take power,
and that armed actions in the pres-
ent phase help :he movement to go
forward [ fzct. because of the
tinder-bex atmcesphere in tke north-
ern s:x ceunties. there is today much
more sorial action 12 the South,
althcugh news cf this rarely reaches
cutside I'cland. Hardly a week goes
by witheut a hralf-dozen important
actions. A cement strike in the 26
counties forces the British to try to
bring cerent in from the North by
lorry; several lorries are destroyed
by explcsions, :n Drogheda in the
East. In Oughterard, County Gal.
way in the West, a US corporation
buys up some of Ireland’s best farm-
land to kuild a golf course for tour-
ists. at 4 time when the farmers in
the West are starving; the IRA is-
sues a warning to the corporation
to halt is plans or’take. the con-
sequences; the golf course plan is
now in abeyance. The British rail
office in Cork, in the Sauth, is taken
over, as S a BEA plane at Shannon
airport, to demand the release of
Irish poltical prisoners it. England.
A mass movement led by Republi-
cans, the National Waterways Resto-
ration League, organizes thousands
of fishermen to “fish-in,” to poach
on the landed estates of US and




British imperialists, demanding the
return of the inland fisheries tO
the Irish people. The public m
ecutor from Ergland speaks at T
ity College, Dudlin, until JRA mil-
itants break up the meeting and
infébrm the geaileman that he best
take the next plane out of lreland.
Homeless squaiters sre settled in
unoccupied apartment buildings
until the government will care {or
them. With massive unemployment
in this, the poorest country in
Europe except for Portugal (over
20% of the popuylation is forced to
work in England to ieed their fam-
ilies at home), unemployment coun-
cils are being organized. In one
western town of 30 000 population,
one third marched in a demonstra-
tion of the Land League.

On and on the list continues. Now
the IRA has anmounced its gosl 1o
form a national liberation front in
the 26 counties, .together with the
Communist Psrty, the [National
Waterways Restoration League, the
Land League, Unemployment and
Housing Councils, etc. With an ef-
fective national liberation front in
the South complementing the civil
rights movements in the North, the
IRA believes that the 32 counties
could rise together eventually to win
the stated goal of an Irish workerxs’
and small farmers' republic. Only
a simultaneous rising, they argue,
can bring a Republican victory. The
national liberation front is still in
the planning stage but when it
comes it will of course include an
armed wing, a new Irish Citizens
Army. Thus, with the IRA today
and national liberation front in the
future, Ireland has the only revo-

O

lutionary movement in Burope with
a military component and a strategy
of armed struggle.

The various components of the
Irish movement seem to be coming
together on strategic considerations.
The Commurist Party in the North
says. “It is DBritish imperislism...
whick oppresses and divides the
Irish people. Religion and bigotry
are used to c¢losh the class nature
of their exploitation. In this situa-
tion there is the need for the max-
imum class unity and solidarity of
all working people.” The Free Bel-
fast Basricades Bulletin editorial-
ized:

A campaign 10 wipe out unem-

ployment, slums and poverty

linked wi th a similar movement in
the South, would be bitterly op-
posed by the Unionist right wing
who would finally expose them-
selves as anmtiworking class fas-
cist thugs. This woufd open the
way to the alliance of Protestant
and Catholic workers which can
alone achieve Connolly’s Socialist

Republic.

Bernadette Devlin, the civil rights
spokesman best known outside Ire-
land, argues along similar lines:

We must not do as they do in

Southern [reland — that is, to

replace British exploitation of the

poor with Irish exploitation of the
poor. The only long-term solution
is the creation of a culturally,
socially and economically sound
society, because religious discrimi-
nation in Northern Ireland doesn’t
come from a desire, but from the
fact that tkere aren’t enough jobs

or houses. What we need is a

society %usranteeing civil and re-

ligitus liberty ... in three good
words, Irish Socialist Republic.
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Imperial

Self-Censureship

James Higgins

Jarmes Miggins. North American., professor ‘of journalian at trhe University of
Boston, editor for 20 years. now contridbutor to YThe Natiom magazfiie and L:beration
News Service (LNS), accepted Trlcontinenial's invitatioa to talk about the press
of the United States and the role of thw rcvolutionary journalist Higgms gives
an bistoric sketch that covers from the ¥irst Amendmert to the US Constitution,
to the upsurge of the press of the young radicals —the press of the future, as
he labels it. His exposition of such &n influentia] sgment of contcmporary
societly drosdens our view of the US today and the contrete conditions :n which
the revolutionary movement there is anfolding iis struggle.
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We would like to have your Opinion on the press im geseral In the United
States, especially those newspapers that sexrve as a {orum for the radia)
grouds; and your criterin on the role of the jousnzlist witdia the revok-
tionary struggle.

Iet me begin by giving a very corrpressed history of the develop-
ment of the press in the United States. 1 think it can best be
approached from the point of view of the First Amendment to
the Ccnstitution of the United States, a Constitution which was
framed, not by the orxdinary people who foaght the revolution,
but ra:ler by the lawyers, by the businessmen who had involved
themsclves in the revolction not simply for general freedom, not
simply for general lLiberty, but for their own sgecial interest, which
was to separate their economic activity ror the comination of
the Crown ef Great Britain

Therefere, when they originally framed the Constitution, they
onitted any guarantees of rights and liberties to the people. And
when the Constitution, having been framed end presented to the
people, was studied by them, they disccvered that these rights
had nct been stipulated ar.d so they insisted that they should be.
Thus the very first amerdment to the Corstitution contains a
guarartece of 1he rights of the people to a free press and it says
it in this way: “Congress shall make no law abridging freedom
of speech or of the press: or the right of the people peacezbly o
assemble and to petition the government for a redress of griev-
ances...”

Now- what this mesnt was that given the situation of printing
and distrsbution of printed matter in those days, almost any group
or ndividual could avail himself of the m¢ans o! production.
So from the start, the press of the United States was supposed
to have the broadest range possible of reporiing of fact and ex-
pression of opinion. And it was thercfore cesigned io be a polit-
ical press in this manner: that the distribution of this broad range
of fact and opinion to the people had the purpose of permitting
the people ‘to gcvern themseives successfully. It was a political
press in intent. it was a political press in charzcter, because almost
all of the newspepers represented politiczl opinions, political
parties, political sassociations, political organizations

And this state of affairs in the press continued up to the time
of the Civil War, which took place from 186! to 1885. That war
complctely changed the nature, the tenor, of the development of
the United States. It meant that, from thex on, the dominant
econonic force in the United States was goir:i to come froin the
Eastern banks and Eastern industrialists, and that the agricultural
economy of the South was going 0 be confined to the South,
in a secondary position. It meant, for example, that the whole
development of the West of the United States was not ioing to
be centered on the development of the land znd the development
of agriculture, but was going to be an industrial development, the
exploitation” of resources by the Eastern financial authorities.
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You can see this very clearly in terms cf tie esiaklishment of
one of the great press empires of the Urited States, the Chain
of newspapess founced and controlled o2y Williazn Randolph
Hearst. Hearst’s father accymulatéd z for:une in mining. ‘When
ihis forture was bequeathed to his son, ke ciose — because of
his interests — to 2o mto the business of newispapering: and he
established a series cf newspapers and the n:ws agercy, Inter-
national News Service, wkich over the years rxerged with United

Press. and is tocay Urited Press Internatisnal

What this did was two things: 1) it establisted the press itself
as a predommnantly tusiness institution: and 2) as a business
inst:tuticn which reflected and represented, ia the kind of fact
it reporfed and the kind of editorial policy taat it adopted, the
interests cf the commercial and the :ndustria! and the financial
class of which the paper itself was a componext.

So at this point there began a completely n:w development in
the press. At the same time, it was becomirg more and more
expensive to establish newspapers and netwcrks, syndicates, chains
of newspapers. No ordinary person could do ths. It took too great
an :nvestment. Therefare, in the verv pcocess itself, this wvariety
which was the evident strain in newspagers prior 10 the Civil
War, this very variety of access 1o fact and opinion, was con-
stricted.

But the important thing to remember, I think, is that the press
at this stage of the game had become frankly a business institu-
tion: that its main interest was profit, its mair interest was mak-
ing money. Its main interest was not in serving the interests of
the people in terms of their own self-goverament. What you bad,
following the general patierns of economic cevelopment in the
United States, was an increasing coocentration of ownership and
then a consequent reduction in the number of newspapers.

Comrade Joseph North of the Daily Wosld, in his remarks at
the VIIth Congress oi the International Organization of Journal-
ists (O1J), gave the figures that, in the last 40 years, the number
of newspapers in the United States has decreased from approxi-
mately 4000 to 1750.

And there hsve been laments and investgations by liberals
studying the press, s‘udying this condition and the increasing
monopolistic concentration, the reduction in the number of news-
papers, as to how — by what means — some kind of compctition
could be reintrcduced into the dissemination cf news, into the
structure of the mass media of the United States. Nobody was
able to come up with an answer. There were a number of sugges-
tions, that institutions such as the Chamber of Commerce, the
National , Association of Manufacturers, the ATL-CIO, etc. might
publish newspapers. There were suggestions made that the- grad-
uate schools of some of the great universities should publish
competitive yardstick newspapers. There were suggestions made
that even on a government level. that certain departments of the
government — say the Depar:ment of Health, Education and
Welfare or, say, a stete government - would publish its own
newSpaper as a means of reintroducing compgetition. But all of
these were very unrealistic and were dreadfully and drastically
and fundamentally and strenuously opposed by the pcwers that
be in the press itself.

About 1947 there was a famous study — ! ‘hink it was called
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“Toward a Free ard Responsible Press™ — made by a commission
headed by Robert Hutchins, fcrmer president of the University
of Chicago and now head of the Center for tie Study of Demo-
cratic Institutions in Santa Barbars, Califomia. This commission
made ceriain recommendations to reimtrcduce compeiition into
the press, but the study itself never came t» anytbing. It was
subsidized by Rockefeller money, perhaps even by Time-Life,
Henry Luce money. But nonetheless it wes a remarkably honest
and remnackably deep analysis of thz pyroblems of communication,
the prcblems of mass media in the United Sates. But it never
Fot anywhere. It was, as they say in the United States, filed and
orgotten:

It wasn’t until about ten years age that the youth of the United
States, particularly white students in the wniversity, began to
demonstrate oppos:tion rot only to the life siyle, the cultural
style of the bourgeoisie, but also to :he instruments of communi-
cation which were controlled by the bourgeokie, by commercial
interests: That began the period oi the production and distsibution
of what we call underground newspopers in the United States,
a phenomenon that dates back perhaps ten or twelve vears. In the
very beginning, these papers were what might be called wild
uninhibited cultural-protest newspavers without much of a polit-
ical character to thern unless you're talking of polisics and political
character in the very broad sense. They us2d linguage which was
not permitted in the bourgevis press but which was very natural
and normal language to the young people. They carred grsphics,
illustrations, photographs, etc. A great deal of their tontent! con-
cerned music, concerned drugs, particularly marihuanz, etc. Jt was
largely a hippy press but at the same time it had a strcng protest
character to it.

Little by little, over a period of 1C cr 12 yesrs, more and more
of this press — perhaps now the great majority of this under-
ground press — has come to have a defirite politxal, radical
revolutionary strain. Consciously so and reftecting the revclution-
ary develcpment of the young people themselves in terms of how
they now view their task and how they now view their news-
papers. They view them as organs of propagznda for their own
revolutionary cause. ; ;

So what you have had here is a very natural development, 2
very natural introduction of the kind of competition that liderals
concerned about the reeducation .and monopciistic concentration
of the bourgeois press ard the lack of variety of access to fact
and opinion — ycu hawve this very -kind of competition w#hich
they had been calling for, spontaneously, naturally developing
from the youth. And I think it's intesesting to observe that never
once in all the recommendations of the liberals who had been
studying the conditions and state cf the press, never once had
thle\?' called for or even seen the possibility of such a development

ow when I call it. the undergrourd press. I think we must be
very clear that, in the United States. this does not mean a secret,
clandestine press. It simply means that it is 2" press that comes
from .underneath, comes from the young; that it is self-support.
ing, cooperatively produced, cooperatively edited, cocperatively
written through groups of youihs assembled in collectives ir
various cities and towns in the United States.

"At the present time, this press-probably consists of 00 to 500




papers, most of them appearing weexly. They grotably reach
an audience of between 1500060 axd 200)00¢ — i any case
a very'significant portion of the youth of the Unitad States.
think the circulation js going to comtinue 1o grow.

This Soes not mean that :t is a consistent press S)me of the
newspapers might appear very irregularly, like one I wrote for,
for same time, called The Realisi, edited by Paxl Krassner. None-
theless, this press is here to stay and, as a metterof fact represents
the press of the future. It is the vanguard press of the United
States at the present time.

Since [ have said that this press exists ia particular cities and
particuler towns and does not have any formal organzation, any
interconnected organization cf its own, it naturilly has to depend
on seme other institution for news of a aatienal ard news of
an international chara:ter. And the service on which it deperds is
itself a collective news serv.ce, called Liberaton News Service,
organized by a group of 15 or 20 young people, located in New
York.

The (unction of this colleciive is — through its correspondents
in various cities in the United States and abroad, and through
reproduction Jrocm the undergrourd papers that flow into it and
the news matter of which flows back thrug}k Liberation News
Service to its other subscribers in the underground press — to
serve both as a source of ne~s which its own corresponients covers
which iis own correspondents report, and at tke same time as a
center of communication and distribution for mater:al that ap-
pears in practically all the newspapers of the underground press.

It has correspundents abroad and il sends reporters abroad.
It has a team — a husband and wife ‘eam that has been in the
Midd!e East, in Jordan, fcx some time. It has a correspcndent
travelling through Latin America. 1 understand that Liberation
News Scrvice may ncw set up a bureau either n North Viet Nam
or one of the liberated zoces of South Viet Nam. I smply men-
tion 1this to indicate the xind of wice area thst Liberat.on News
Service is sble to cover ia the dissemination of news. And -Liber-
ation News Service of course has a very strong revolutionary
political character, and it’s doing what it's dong not simply for
fun and games, not simply for what you might call indiscriminate
protest, but in order to further the cause cf scrial understanding
and social revolution in the United States.

The trials of the New York Paather 21 snd that of Lonny
McLucas in New Haven, and of course the trial of Bobby Seale
and Ericka Huggins in New Haven are exampgles of the type of
news events that Liberation News Service s concerned with
— arid exclusively concerned with, in contrast to the commercial
press which might cover the trials of Bobby Seale and ZEricka
Huggins, but in a modest way, in an indirect way,; in a way in
which the news about it falls into such a larger pattern of news
that those who read it can’t grasp its political character.

I would like to say somethini, about the hearings held in
Washington, DC, recenily by Viet Nam Veterams against the War.
1 attended thesc hearings as a represeniative of Liberation News
Serv_ce and The Nation magazine, and it is my opinien that they
coastitute one of the most significant developments, one of the
most important develcpments in the antiwar movement in the
United States today.
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They were mainly organized and conducted by former officers
of the Army and the Marine Corps, some of them trained at the
elite military academy of the United States — West Point grad-
uates — captains and majors who have fought in Viet Nam and
who have turned against the war, against the tortures, the murders,
the massacres, the defoliations, the devastations, the destruction
which they themselves had participated in and conducted in Viet
Nam, and in Laos and Cambodia.

Already, before the Washington hearings, they had held other
hearings in* 12 cities of North America. So they had prepared
the way for the more than 50 eyewitness testimonies to war cri-
mes rendered in Washington.

Ten minutes away, on Capitol Hill, were 436 Representatives,
and 100 Senators of the United States Congress, all invited to
the hearings. Not one came. Newsmen and women, from press,
radio and television did come. (Not, however, The New York
Times, with more than 40 staff members in Washington.) However,
the appearance of reporters and what happens to their reports
are two different things.

The hearing received routine attention as news matter. The
Washington Post, the prestigious newspaper of the capital of the
United States, did not choose to place its reports on page one.
The national television networks gave the more than 15 hours
of detailed testimony a total of about fcur minutes air time.
The relatively small liberal weekly press, such as the magazines
The Nation and New Republic, did pay serious attention to the
story the veterans had to tell. But they have perhaps a reader-
ship of 70000 in a nation of about 20000000 people.

é:; it wag the underground press of the United States Which told
the story of the war crimes hearings of the veterans of Viet Nam.
Not by sending their own reporters to the hearings, by the way,
but by receiving the news from Liberaticn News Service. What
did Liberation News Service repart on the veterans? In brief,
this: That the veterans had come to the conclusion that the war
itself was a crime. That everyone involved in it was therefore a
war crim:nal. That the master criminals were the political and
military authorities of the United States. The trial of Lt. Calley
for the massacre of Vietnamese civilians at My Lai is a spectacle
staged by the authorities to mislead, cheat and deceive the people
of the-country. That part of the criminal responsibility of the
authorities lies in their orders to young Americans to go to Viet
Nam to murder, burn, poison, torture, devastate and destroy every-
body and everything that lies in their path. g

“War crimes in Viet Nam,” the veterans say, “are not incidents.
They are policy. Handed down from above.” I quote a West
Point trained Major, now a psychiatrist at Johns Hopkins Hospital
in Baltimore, Maryland: “The lives of the Vietnamese are con-
sidered insignificant, their deaths inconsequential. This is the
pervasive attitude from the highest command levels down to the
lowest enlisted men. United States war policy is antihuman and
is aimed at dehumanization and death.”

It was this same major, Dr. Gordon Livingston, former regimen-
tal surgeon of the lith Armored Cavalry Division, Black Horse
Viet Nam, who quoted a prayer delivered by the regimental
chaplain. Here it 1s: “Help us, O Lord, to fulfill the standing
orders of this regiment. Give us the wisdom to find the bastards

and the strength to pile it on!” Thus do the jmoerialicts practice
their vaunged principles of Chcistianity in Viet Nam!

Well it is possible that if the mass movement of civilians against
the war has so far failed to force the authorities to bring it to
an 1mmediate clcse, the veterans who have recovered their human-
ity may help the mass mcvement to succeed. The protlem cf the
moment is to convey the aews the veterans aire making to as
much of the United States public as possible.

I would like to include some cornments oa otner organs of the
revclutionary and protest press which ccme ‘from a political, or
I the case of the Black Muslims, what might be called a religous-
ly-oriented organization. The press of the Blatk Muslim move-
ment is, of course, Muhammed Speaks, which circalates in the tlack
community of the United States to the extent of, I believe, about
600 0¢0 copies. Then there is the press of the Black Panther Party,
the Black Panther. It appears weekly and this circulates within
the black community cf the United States to the exterxt of about
150 000. There are probabiy some others T should meation, such
as the Chicano press, which has several publcations including
Grito del Norte edited by El:zabeth Dlartinez. And there is also
the newspaper Palante, edited and published by the Ycung Lords,
its editor being Pablo (Yoruba) Guzmain. [ would say the circula-
tion of this paper in the Puerto Rican commun:ty is grobatly in
the vicinity of 20000 to 25000. So you have these developments
as well, in addition to the uaderground press.

And one other thing I would add is that the white studént
underground press has deveioped what might be called a wing
of women's liberation and that there are now many newspapers
— Rat in New York is one of them, Leviathan is also oae of them,
there is one in Washington, DC, calied Off Our Becks, perhaps
ten or a dozen underground newspapers — which represent the
women’s jiberaticn movement as a whole and are pioduced by
collectives of sisters in the women'’s liberation movement.

There is one very important thing 1 think I should mention and
it is this: there is a tradition in American journalism that the
journalist is supposed to be objective. And "what this means is
that the journalist is suppcsed to stand off from th: event or
the activity or the person thst he is describing or reporting, and
Temain separate from the event, from the activity, the person, as
he gathers the news to report about it. He is suppcsed to stay
apart from any action whatsoever. However, one of the most
important characteristics of the undercround press is that the
youth are actively involved in the campaigns, the movements and
activities they report. As we would say, they are part cf the
action. Therefore, they have not only broken tke tradition of the
commercial, monopolistic press by publishing self-sustaming news-
papers, but they've broken the tradition — and what I would call
the artificial tradition — of supposed objectivity, by becoming
themselves active in the events, the movements, the very actions
they report. For me this is a very impoctant aspect and an example
that I hope to fallow.

I should say that apart from this new type of press, there
exists — I would not call it a movement cr action, but yes a
sentiment among many reporters in the commercial press. In my
opinion, ‘many commercial press reporters are very much frus-
trated and dissatisfied at having to be outside the action and




very much dissatisfied and very much frustrated in their efforts
to get real truthful news about very important things in the
United States, into their own newspapers. I think of one reporter
in particular whom I knew very well because he worked for my
newspaper in York, Pennsylvania, and now... I don’t think I'll
mention either his name or that of his newspaper, because if
this interview is published, he might suffer reprisal and I wouldn’t
want him to. The fact that 1 cannot mention either his naine or
that of his newspaper is indicative of how the press operates in
the United States. I wouldn’t say that he would be fired, because
he is a member of the Newspa?er Guild, which is the journal-
ists’ union, and it would be difficult to fire him. But I would
say that he would suffer in his work. So I w’ll only say that
he works for one of the largest, one of the most prestigious and
one of the most influential newspapers in the United States.

He is a black man and what he told me is that he is becoming '

heartsick and weary. He is a reporter of great talent and very
much respected, but he is tired, worn out by his daily efforts
to try to persuade his editors to assign him to news that he con-
siders important, and to publish the stories in the manner in
which he writes them, and to the length that he writes them.
Sometimes he succeeds, but it is an unbearable daily struggle.
This is one of the pressures exercised against the reporters of the
commercial press.

There is an organization of black reporters in the commercial
press of which I haven’t heard much recently but which promised
a great deal at one time. It was called Black Perspective, and it
was attempting to organize black reporters on all the commercial
newspapers in the United States %o guarantee that the point of
view of blacks and information about black people be honestly,
sincerely and genuinely presented.

The response of the commercial press has been to intensify
efforts to recruit and employ black reporters, tempting them with
attractive opportunities and offering them a great deal of money.
Now why do they do this? Two reasons: first, they want to do
:t because they have discovered that they don't have access to
black communities with white reporters. It's as simple as that,
a practical matter. They can’t send white reporters into the black
communities any more because the black people won't talk to
them. The black people may do worse than that, they may toss
them out on their ear. So the press. in its own interest, is trying
to recruit young black reporters to do this work for them. The
second reason is that they wish to put a good face, you might
say, on the newspaper. They wish to make it look as if the news-
paper is truly democratic, truly integrated, and therefore they
hire so that if they get any criticism they say, “No, we aren’t
a totally white papcr, we aren’t a white supremacy paper. Look:
we have this black reporter.”

So young black people, many of them, are having a very dif-
ficult choice to make. Because having been economically deprived
for many years, and suddenly being presented with the opportu-
nity to earn money and have a prestige job, is attractive to them.
And they're also torn inside themselves and placed in a conflict,
because most of them are militant young black people and they
wish somehow to serve the interests of the black community and
the betterment of their people. So it's a very difficult situation,

an awkward situation, one of contradiction at the present trme.
And I'm sorry to repoxt that, frcm my own experience — I won't
go into it now but [ have very clos: assocdaticn with the train-
ing of young black reporters — most of thern are choosing o go
with the commercial white press at the preseat time. This may
change, I don't know.

Now when I go back to the United Staes, I have promised to
teach a course, as professcr of journalism to a group of sbout
25 graduate students at the University of Bosten They're mostly
white — 1 believe there is one woman ircm Venezuela and one
black woman in the course. The rest are whiie Americans, and
they are good kids.

The title of the course is Press and Govermpent. 1 told :hem
that when I came back from Cuba 1 would Je very hapmy to
report to them on the relationship between the government and
the press of Cuba, and [ asked them at the same time to examine
the relationship between the press and governrent in the United
States — the economic relationship particulerly, because you
know the United States Government has passed legislition which
grants newspapers special mailing privileges so they don't have
to pay as much to send out their newspapers as ile ordmary
citizen has to pay to send his mail And this comes about because
of the influence of newspapers upon Congressmen and upon
Senators to do this

But the main thing 1 am going to present to ray students during
this term is, as 1 said before, that the objective of journalism is
to serve the interests of the people by telling the truth to the
people. And 1 am going to teach thero certain things about this
as best I can, and fhope also to learn {rom the students. 1 hope
to teach them certain techniques of interviews, certain techniques
of reporting, certain techniques of writing, cextain technigues of
approach to events, certain techniques of knowing how to appre-
ciate what is news and what isn’t news, and the relative impor-
tance of this news from that. But after I teach them all this, they
are going to have to find out for themselves, number one, whether
they are going to continue to follow the cbjective of telling the
people the truth and serving their interests. And. number two,
if they choose to do that, where they are going to position them-
selves in order to do it. ] would advise, of course, every single
one of them to go into the underground press, but I wouldn’t
even attempt to compel ther to do it, because 1 know they would
do it at tremendous economic sacrifice, and some of course are
married and some intend to get married and so I would leave
this difficult decision up to them. But this is the manner in
which I will proceed with the teaching of journarlism at Boston
University.

But I would say to any of my students or to any young journal-
ist who asked me how to follow the E:escriptiln that I have just
given of telling the truth to the people and of serving the interest
of the pecple — all who want to be honest anc ethical and moral
in their conduct as journalists and in their working tasks as
journalists — I would tell them that in my op:nion there is only
one way to do this in the present era, the present period of
history; and that is by being revolutionary. What 1 am saying
is this: the only way to be ethical, the only way to be moral, the
anly way to be honest, at this period, is to b2 revolutionary.
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At the Root

Almost ten years after proclaiming Cuba Territory Free of Iliteracy — Decemnber 1961 —
the Cubar Revolutionsry Government held its First National Congress of Education and
Culture {n Hsvans. Kf, on the eariler occasion, the ermy of iReracy assenfbled in José
Martf Revolutiomary Square to review the suocesxful campaign that opened e doors of
learning to moe than 700 000 Cubans, this Congress wes the culmination of assemblies
of almost 100 000 professors and teachers throughout the island who discussed, at the base,
all the problers relating to the development of plars sketched by the Revalution in this
area. When the educators affizmed in the declaration they approyed that the soelalist
rovolutien Hsclf is Lhe gresiesi achiovemnent of Cudan seltuze, they were not weing a clichéd
phrase, It is sufficlent to enumerste ceriain achievements of ihe first twelve.years to
suppori their contention. The Revolutionary Governrdent created 10 000 classrooms, na-
tionalized education and extended (ts benetits to the entire school-age population whereas
before 1956, only 35% had access to schoola — 800000 children were excluded. Military
barracks were converted into schoala the plan for scholarship students was established
and developed. Zducation for Adults was organired through the efforts of Workers' and
Peasmants’ Factlties. Technological. iadustilal and animal husbandry education were
created and stimulsted. Students were linked i production. All educatioail programs
sought the carzpoa objectve of univermal educadon. One mspect that merited the specin)
attention of the delegates was that of culture and the artistic forrnation of the new gen-
erations, noting the declsive role of the teacher and the school in this propasal Refecring
to the remonsibility of cultural Institutions, the declaration states: "We will encourage
the legitimate and militant expressions of cultural activity by the peoples of Africa, Asia
and Latin America which imperialism tries 10 «mauh. Our cuitural iostitutions will be
toola for.the rea)l artists of those continents, the persecuted and those who are not do-
mesticatsd by cultural coloniallzm and actively participata in the anti.lmperialist strug-
gles of their pecple.™”

THE DELEGATES to tae kst Natiomal
Congress on Education and Culture,
held in Havana ducing the persod
April 23-30, 1¢G1, “Year of Pro-
ductivity,’ formulaied the follow-
in% Declaration:

his 1st National Coogress on
Education and Culture has resalt-
ed from a suggestion of Major
Fidel Castro, our Prime Minister,
which was expressed at the As-
sembly of Havana’s Workers in
Education, concerning the need to
analyze and resolve the problems.
raised during discusstons in the
Assembly.

In its convocstios, the Congress
announced the jollowing otjectives;

To take up the concrete manifes-
tations of educational problems at
all levels and in all types of edu-
cation.

To learn whst factors aifect the
work of those in education.

To afford the opporiunity to
promote — with the creative con-
tribution of the rnasses — the exam-
ination ol problems the solution
of which require eontinuous, sys:
temalic, and deep stady.

To offer reccmmendations that
can serve as the basis for (ke elab-
oration of our educational policy.

With this purpose in mind, many
grass roots meetings and' inter-
mediate congresses at the municipal,
regional and provincial levels were
organized and the people were
asked to contribute ideas and pro-
jects concerning education and
other closely related topics.

We are pleased: to announce the
participation in this Congress of
1800 delegates, representing teach-
ers, educational, scientific and cul-
turel agencies and institutions, and
delegates from cur Party, the Cen-
tral Organization of Cuban Trade
Unions (CTC), Committees for the

Defense of the Revolution (CDRs),
Young Commurist League (UJC),
Fedesatian of Cuban Women (FNMC),
Nat.cnal Associstion of Small Farm-
ers (ANAP), Uaion of Ploneers of
Cuba (UPC), s2ad ageacies dealing
with productior and services.

The Congress also debated and
anaiyzed the negative culbiral in-
fluences seeking to p2netrate our
sociely, influences which our Rev-
olution is corfrenting with decision
and enerxgy. These cultural prob-
lems, which began to come up in
gass cocts meetings, made 1t nec-
easary *for the original objectives
of the Congress to be broadened
and for i1 to becomne the 1st Nation-
al Congress on Education and Cul-
ture.

In keeping with the stated ob-
jectives, the agenda was discus-
sed in 11 commissions and in ple.
pary sessions.

The body of recommendations
approved in the general plehary
sessions has been collected with
care, These recommendations will
be instrutnental in working out
Cuba’'s educational and cultural
policy.

The principal subjecis of debates,
resolutionrs and recommendations
were the following:

Abseoteeism, dropouts and scho-
lastic retardatioa call for concrete
and energetic measures in connec-
tion with the campulsory character
of schoo! attendance and the re-
sponsibility of both parents and
pupils to the school, inasmuch as
educatior is a right and an obliga-
tion of all

The Cangress considered, among
other measures, the promotion  of
schocl aectivities, tending to moti-
vate the pupil to stay in school and,
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also, a better coordination between
the curricula at "various levels,
which will make for an eradication
of the problem of pupil dropout.
Moreover, it is necessary to step up
study at the Centers for Guidance
and Diagnosis in each of the prov-
inces so that, in close collaboration
with the teachers, backward stu-
dents can be detected and assigned
to special schools.

In a socialist society, it is neces-

to create a sense of respon-
sibility toward the care and upkeep
of collective property. This attitude
must be formed beginnin&i in early
childhood. In order for this to be
accomplished, the child must have
before him the constant example of
those who are responsible for his
training and take part in activities
Jeading to those objectives.

The introduction of a discipline
whereby the norms of socialist
morality are taught, where the
misuse of social property is con-
sidered a demerit in evaluating the
student and where there is strict
fulfillment of norms regarding the
care of the social property of the
school, are methods for developing
a favorable attitude in the pupil’s
formation.

The many-faceted training of the
student, and within this the teach-
ing of physical education, was con-
sidered, and the vital importance
of lifelong physical and sports ac-
tivities for the sake of the student’s
health was pointed out. In this
sense, it is necessary to teach chii-
dren wholesome habits in order to
propitiate their healthy develop-
ment later on.

It is of the greatest importance
that education combine love for the
socialist homeland with love for
other peoples of the world through
the strengthening of activities and
tasks aimed at solidarity among the

men and peoples struggling for
their liberation.

We believe in deepening the
concept of solidarity as an attitude
toward all peoples, especially those
struggling against Yankee imperial-
ism; a school program that increases
better knowledge of our own coun-

and the countries that constitute
the vanguard of the struggle; the
reestablishment of student plenary
assemblies;, the careful preparation
for student participation in acts of
solidarity which make for increased
awareness; the creation of histori-
cal-cultural committees in every
junior high school; the inclusion of
study materials on the peoples of
Indochina and other peoples fight-
ing Yankee aggression and impe-
rialist oppression.

It is the opinion of the Congress
that the creation of correct study
habits in the students will fit them
for a better adjustment to society
and life itself. These habits are
influenced by factors in the home,
the school and the social environ-
ment in general.

In order to improve the student'’s
attitude toward study, we have
considered the need to guide
teachers" concerning student at-
titudes, the strengthening of voca-
tional guidance work, an under-
standing of the objectives of study,
the creation of conditions for
students to learn to study, the elim-
ination of every measure promot-
ing the practice of cramming by
the students, the intensification of
self-guided activities and the func-

tiona] use of the basic tools of
learning.

Training for the defense of the
homeland has a dual purpose:
teaching the handling of weapons
and contributing to the integral for-
mation of our young people.

The fulfillment of Civil Defense
orientation in the schools; givipg a
boost to interest g¢lubs connected

with the Revolutionary Aymed
Forces (FAR); the incimsion of
combat training in teacher-t:aining
schools and in the universities are
somg¢ of the proposals amed at
stepping up the revolutionary mil-
itary training of our young people.

The Congress considered the im-
portance of art education for aes-
thetic-ideological development in-
cluding extending that twaining to
all schools and levels of education.

The role of vocationa] guidance
in the training of young people was
pointed up, and the importance of
the various professions was em-
phasized as well as the need to carry
out activities to bring about a reas-
sessment of the professions that
are vital to our country’'s economic
development, with a view fo mo-
tivating the students to choose those
professions.

The furnisbing of timely profes-
sional imformation is an irnportant
element in vocational guidance, and
the need to give a t to the
science clubs so as to favor the cul-
tivation of protessional aptitudes
was stressed.

Training through work does not
mean lopsided specialization but
rather a many-faceted d ment
within the framework of the broad-
est culture.

So that the new generations will
have the consciousness of producers
and not of consumers there must
be programmed and persiodic -
ticipation of the students at all lev-
els of study in productive ac4vi-
ties.

The participation of our students
in productive work is a great tool
of revolutionary pedaFogy and con-
tributes to their ideological forma-
tion. It is recommended that all
students of intermediate and higher
levels of education take part in
this activity.

The most advanced form of par-
ticipation on the junior high school

level, the schools in the country-
side, is tbe result of solid experience
within our sodoecomomic reality.
Young people a! these schools com-
bine prcductive work with study
during the entire academic year
and at the same time that they are
educated, they contribute their ef-
forts to the development of the
couniry. The partial experiences
which have already been obtained
must be closely studied and ana-
lyzed

A subject which was discussed
in detail was the influence of the
methods of discipline on the for-
mation of the students. Qur society
needs men who are aware of the
norms and values of the Revolution.
This is why the relations of the
adult with the child cannot be pu-
nitive or coercive. Social values only
becorne @ part of conduct when
they are understood, and when re-
lations of solidarity, mutual respect
and recifrocity are established be-
tween educator and student.

In order: fo increase discipline in
our educational centers, the Con-
gress feels it necessary to improve
the technical and ideological train-
ing of teachers and professors, to
organiae seminars to guide those
who work with students who have
behavior problems, to better school-
parent relations, to use the mass
media psycho-pedagogical guidance
of parents and teachers, and to es-
tabli eral school conduct rules.

Bducation should reflect and en-
courage the changes which result
from revolutionary transformations,
both material and moral. It should
also, and especially, guide and di-
rect the crestioz of the new man
and a new people who are capable of
creating ‘superior conditions of .so-
cial and individual existence while
shedding the hangovers of the past.
This great objective which requires
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explicit definition, will have to be
carried out to a large extent by in-
creasingly linking the students
with work, both as social practice
and for concrete production,

Education is not limited to specif-
ic places; it must also provide
for the training of skilled workers,
technicians and specialists in the
work centers, for which the work
centers should use their own edu-
cational forces plus the aid of edu-
cators, technicians and scientists
from other schools and institutions.

To effect the progressive trans-
formation of a man representative
of the future, integration measures
will be needed at all levels. This
involves the study and application
of plans and programs which, with-
out excessively frequent modifica-
tions, further this goal Some of
these things were covered in discus-
sions which included elementary
school programs, foreign language
study and several university spe-
cialties. If the formative education-
al process is to continue from
childhood to the postgraduate level
through a permanent interaction
of study and work, personality de-
velopment, integration and com-
munication with society and other
factors, it is clear, as was expressed
in the Congress, that there must be
coordination and great educational
unity.

This can only be obtained through
education on the highest possible
scientific level, which. means the
improvement of the educators as
the guide and example in every
field of social activity.

Scientifi¢ education is a basic
part of education and requires the
stimulus of research and experimen-
tation. Great emphasis was placed
on having scientific education go
hand in hand with both the practice
and enjoyment of all forms of cul-
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tural activity.

It was felt that the teacher in
our socialist society plays a very
important role and holds an im-
portant position because he is ba-
sically responsible for the ideolog-
ical formation of the new gene-
rations. As such he must possess
outstanding qualities, and we must
establish strict standards for the
selection of educational workers
and all those who seek to enter
teacher training centers.

The Congress realized that the
work of the teacher deserves a high
degree of social esteem and re-
quires the support of the péople; but
the teacher himself must gain the
esteem of society with his seifless
work, educational quality and his
links with the social, economic and
political factors which influence the
Revolution.

We must make the training of
educators a top priority matter and
take measures which guarantee the
efficiency of this training from the
scientific, pedagogical, political and
ideological points of view.

The Congress echoes the unani-
mous demand that training pro-
grams for teachers of different lev-
els and kinds of education must
be uniform and must be arrived at
on the basis of the unity of aims,
pedagogical and ideological orienta-
tion, study plais, methodology and
educational research.

It also recommends the formation
of a greater number of teachers’
training centers in the provinces,
to make possible the use of the re-
sources of the scientific, cultural
and artistic institutions of the com-
munity and bring the schools closer
to the place of origin and possible
destination of the future teachers.
Although the Congress is aware of
the temporary nature of the emer-
gency teacher training plans and is
of the opinion that regular plans
must develop to provide the defini-

tive solutivn, it recognizes the im-
poctant role played in our educa-
tional development by the non-
graduate teachers who zrepresent
the majority of all educational per-
sonael.

We must confiinue the erpergency
plans to solve the shortage which is
foreseen in different levels and
kinds of education. As a cesult of
this the following measures must
be taken: strict control in the se-
lection of all those who seek to
become teachers; longer prepara-
tory courses; instructors with the
necessary training and experience
to act as teachers; guidance, organ-
ization and contro! of the guided
studies program; training before
the start of the guided studies pro-
gram to make possible the forma-
tion of study habits and methods
adequate for independent studies;
reconsideration of the established
evaluation system; prompt distribu-
tion and improvement of study pro-
grams and materials; organization
and planning of these studies to
encourage increased punctuality and
more time for individual teacher-
student study meetings.

The great progress 10 tne fields
of science, technology and culture
and the demands which the revolu-
tionary process of national devel-
opment imposes on education make
it necessary for all the leading edu-
cational and technicai personnel tc
study constantly.

For the development:cf a real
science of education the establish-
ment of a standard university major
in education is indispensable to
meet the needs posed by the devel-
opment of our education and to
stimulate educational research.

Inasmuch as many educational
workers have limited experience
and professional training, we must
increase the technical aid which
makes it possible for them to better
handle their job.

The Cengress firmy believes that
techmical aid must reach the tea-
cher continuously and system-
atically, asing the most experienced
teachers . for tdis, without taking
them from the classrooms. The
methods used in promoting teachers
were reviewed and the infermation
which skould appear in their rec-
ords discussed. The teachers must
be evaluated oa the bas's of their
conduct and aptitude, technical-
educational and political aspects
This evaluation must be periodic
and serve as the basis for the pro-
motion of the educator. Measures
should de taken to avoid having
these changes affect the stability of
the courses.

The delegates also considered the
problem of ths educational work-
ers tims whicth is often used in
unnecessary meetings, and conclud-
ed that :t is important to rormalize
the teacher’s t:me and establish a
priority scale ior the tasks which
most benefit education and the
revclutionary process in general.

The methocs and educational
means row being used in our edu-
cational system must be subject to
a constant reevaluation by the Min-
istry of Educaiion (MIN%D , with
the participaticn of the teachers..

Experiments, pilot projects and
educational research on the educa-
tional means and methods to be
used mast be carried out before
they are adopted. s

The methods of teaching modern
math, learning reading and writ-
ing, science education on the basis
of integrated processes or with the
application of the modern tech-
niques of the inductive method,
audiolingual and visual methods for
the teaching of foreign languages
and other means and methods of
pedagogical technology which are
now being applied or tested in our







system, are considered achievements
although they are not exempt from
problems.

Experiences which involve ‘the
application. of modern methods of
educational technology, in which
lectures, seminars and independent
study by the student are combined
with programmed self-teaching ma-
terials, as well as those having to
do with remedial methods and
techniques which are being carried
out by instructors of intermediate
and higher levels of education are
considered of value and worthy of
being taken into account and ap-
plied extensively by the Ministry
of Education.

Educational television was the
subject of great discussion by the
Congress, and recommendations
were made, based on the research
carried out with a view to over-
coming the existing problems and
making better use of this accom-
plishment of Cuban education.

The Congress feels it is neces-
sary for revolutionary intellectuals
to write children's literature and
works for young Reop]e and adults
about the Cuban Revolution and its
struggle against underdevelopment.
This was a deeply felt demand of
the educators.

The single, accumulated personal
file of the student ccvering pre-
school to university education was
approved; it will show -the charac-
teristics and -changes which are
observed in the process of the stu-
dent’s overall development. The
participation of the teachers in the
plans of the Ministry of Education
ang.the establishment of bodies and
methods to guarantee the unity of
the educational system were also
discussed.

It is important that information
on the plans, resolutions and de-
cisions on higher levels of the Min-

istry of Education, gnd on inter-
national educational trends be dis-
seminated; promotion, control and
information to the teachers on the
studies and research required by
our educational movement is also
important as well as the need for
mass media and other cultural in-
stitutions of the Revolution to
strengthen the educational-cultural
work of the teacher and the school
in the formation of the new gen-
erations in our socialist country.

In view of the fact that more
than 630000 students attend mul-
tigrade schools — a school organ-
izational form resulting from the
dispersion of the rural population —
we must devote special attention to
obtaining a more efficient function-
ing of this complicated and tem-
porary type of educational institu-
tion.

The important role of school li-
braries as a decisive agent in the
formation of the student and an
integral part of the school, along
with the establishment of an inter-
mediate-level technological institute
for school librarians, was consid-
ered.

The existence of different school
calendars and the lack of coordina-
tion between different levels as
well as the need to solve this pro-
blem was pointed out.

The Congress- was of the opinion
that both the director and the school
inspector have political, technical
and administrative responsibility in
the exercise of their educational
positions. i

The Congress feels that the peo-
ple are not only the object of mas-
sive continuous and integral educa-
tion but also the protagonists, an
important fact possible only in a
revolutionary process; and that Peo-
ple’s Educational Organizations are
the ideal device to coordinate and
organize popular action aimed at
stimulating education and solving

its problems.

In view of this, the delegates
welcome the document worked out
by the Revolutjonary Leadership,
which “establishes the structure and
role of the People’s Educational
Organizations, and support their
creation and their content.

The Congress recognizes the need
for movements such as the “Exem-
plari‘l Parents,” “Brigades of Fight-
ing Mothers for Education” and the
*School Sponsorship Program,”* and
warmly salutes them.

These movements are an object-
ive example of all that mass organ:
izations can do through their ef-
fective participation. They must be
given wide publicity, and member-
ship must be encouraged; adequate
ties between schools and the work
centers, farm bases, Committees
for the Defense of the Revolution
and other agencies which represent
the workers, farmers, women and
students must be established.

The Congress especially’ points
out that the- mass organizations
represented in the People’s Educa-
tional Organizations should view
the recruitment of students for the
teacher-training courses as one of
their most important tasks; and,
through their channels, they should
establish close ties with the families
of the students, thus making pos-
sible mutual aid and cooperation in
the training of the students.

The delegates to this Congress
feel that the People's Educational
Organizations are making a great
contribution towards the solution
of the social problems of the edu-
cational worker.

The Congress feels that the Peo-
ple’s Educational Organizations, and
particularly the School Councils,
should actively participate in ideo-
logical work in the area of the
school community both in the
analysis of problems and in the
measures to be taken for their so-

lution..

To better handle this task, the
cultural and ideological improve-
ment of those doing educational
work in mass organizations and of
the members of the People’s Edu-
cational Organizations should be
systernatized with adequate meth-
ods.: So'as not to negate this im-
provement, it is recommended that
the organizations stabilize the sit-
uation of these cadres by avoiding
frequent personnel transfers.
Environmental Conditiong

The Congress analyzed in depth
the influence of the environment on
education.

The following subjects were dis-
cussed:

—Links between the home and

the schcol.

—Relations between the centers

of production and the schools in

the community.

—Fashions, habits and extrava-

gant conduct.

—Religion.

—Juvenile delinquency.

—Sex.

—Use of student’s free time 1n

extracurricular community activ-

ities.

—Mass media.

—Cultural activity.

The Congress approved the fol-

lowing in each of these fields:

Links Between the Home and the
School

1) That the School Councils must
be strengthened in order to get
them to play a more direct role in
parent education. We must set up,
where needed and where possible,
Parents’ Schools in general educa-
tion. These will be administered

1 The sponsérship of schools is g system
whereby workers in a work center tske
under their tutelsge a school of their

chofce. TEd. Note.)







by the Schoo! Ccuncils; nel as sep-
arate institutions, but rather as a
program of activities in the broad
educational sense, aimed &£t the
overall formation of the student
with full development of his mental,
physical and social health.

2) That all existing comrunity
resources should be made available
for parent education, in keeping
with the possibilities available to
the political and mass organizations.

3) That publicity should be given
to family-school, parent-child and
community-school relatiens as for-
mative elements in cur society as
a whole, poin:ing out the transcenm-
dental importance of these relations
which we must do our best to make
immediately functional

4) The family has taken on a
new significance in our society as
it links up with collective institu-
tions, making possible the integral
formation of man and the consiruc-
tion of sociaiism. The need to rap-
idly strengthen the economic base
of the country to the greatest pos-
sible degree implies the broad de-
velopment of men and women.
The family structure changes as a
result of the mobilization of social
factors, and the socialist society
makes it possible for the family
to serve as the link between chil-
dren and young people, on the one
hand, and the soci
on the other.

5) That scholastic retardation a:s
well as underachievement are the
result of absertceisn and dropouts
which in turn lead to behavioral
problems and are present in most
cases of juvenile delinquency.

6) That the Revolution, in at-
taching greater importance to the
role of the teacher, has brought
dignity to teaching and on many
occasions hgs affirmed the impor-
tance of the teacher and his work
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environment, .

in the ideclogical formation of the
new generations. The conduct of
the teacher and his revelutionary
attitude lead society to recognize
his authoriiy.

7) That tbe existence of mentally .

delicient students at different
levels, the effects of schclastic re-
tardation on the poor academic
perforrnance of the students, and
the great influence exerted by
these factors in the various aspects
ol misconduct moves the Congress
to propose:

a) That the number of institu-
tions for the admittance and care
of the most acute cases >f mental
xetardation be increased to the
extent necessary.
b) That within our possibilities,
a number of new specigl schools
be created, for the accommoda-
tion of mentally retarded chil-
dren.
c) That, with a view to improving
the academic performance of stu-
dents suffering from minor men-
tal disorders as well as those con-
sidered to be borderline cases
now attending regular schools,
the number of specialized institu-
tions be increased within the
existing possibilities.
@) That, considering the situation
at the various educational levels
with respect to those students
with behavior problems, a study
be made of the possibilities for
creating schools for'the treatment
of this type of pathology.

8) That both parents and teachers
have an inherent sccial responsibil-
ity in the education of a student,
{o which they must respond with
solidarity, since any deficiences ‘in
one area cause corresponding anc
immediate repercussions in the
other area. Hence, the bonds of
cooperation, understanding and har-
mony between parents and teacher
wust necessarily be strengthened.

9) That it is evident that parents

gshould be taught health habits, cou:-
sidering that bad health habits
learned at home can be transmit-
ted to other students, to the detr-
ment of their health.

Relations Between Centers
of Production and Community Schools

The Ministry of Education is in-
vested with the responsibility of
imparting the knowledge of tech-
nnlogy and science to the young
g:neration, utilizing to this end the

st educational resources in an
efficient useful, active and func-
tional manner. The high degree of
technology required by indusiry,
agriculture and cattle raising poses
the need for the kind of student
training that will result in an ef-
ficient development of production.

Considering the importance thst
the Centers of Technological Studies
have in the development of our
country, relations between these
centers and the production enter-
prises in each commumity are of
vital importance, not only because
of basic resources for study that
exist in the centers conmected with
the various brarches of our econ-
omy but also because of the prac-
tical experience that the workshops
and their technicians can offer to
our students. It is of vital impor-
tance that the theoretical study of
various subjects be so arranged
that it will not limit the student’s
research to one specific field.

Instruction and practical training
must ‘go hand in hand in the study
of technology; the relationship be-
tween the student and production
activities constitutes an economic
achievement which not only com-
bines work and study but also es-
tablishes the fundamental social
bond between the school and the
factory. Practite is based on exper-
imentation, developing a capacity
for criticism that makes it possible
for the students to have a vision of

tke fprocesses of production and
develeping modern, highly produc-
tive techrical thinking.

Ancther necessary link is that
between cenfers of technological
training and research institutes so
that both graduate teachers and
working teachers are closely in-
volved in daily research work.

The wvarious proposaks examined
by the commission handling this
matter alert us, through the pre-
sentation of conerete sttuations, to
the need for overcoming the pres-
ent weaknesses that exist in rela-
tions between the technological
schools ard the centers of produc-
tion, research and experimentation.
In a number of cases the practical
Inowledge of the graduate is not
used to tne fullest advantage, be-
cause he is not placed whece his
services will be employed most ef-
ficiently. However, in general, pre-
professional practice has been quite
successful.

The propcsals adopted range from
requestsfcr sponsorship programs to
the establishment of a liaison be-
tween factories and schools, between
the centers of technological and pro-
fessioral teaching and the ministries
and enterprises of kindred fields,
which wouald advantageously solve
many problems related to the im-
provement and training of technical
persoine], tutoring, technical aid,
research, placing of graduates and
the joint analysis of the syllabuses.
All of this would be of value for the
country’s economic development.

Among other points, the follow-
ing have been especially recom-
mended: that a policy be implement-
ed to strengthen school-production
bonds; that instilutions and enter-
prises should insist on the continua-
tion of the technical development of
the graduates: and that, at the same
ttme, the schools should keep tn
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touch with the graduates and show
an interest in their production ac-
tivities. [t is recommended that the
student’s praciical wark in produc-
tive cemters be oriented toward
training and learning Another re-
commendatidn is the incerporation
into producticn of the teachers of
technical subjects,. according to
specialization, and that those grad-
uates scelecied to be teachecs
should spend seme tirme in zesearch
centers of their specialization be-
fore starting the actual practice of
teaching.

Other aspects of the discussion
gave rise {o recommendations con-
cerning the help that students could
give workers with a low cultural
level and the attention and encour-
agement that should be given to
workers who are studying under
the adult education program.

It is also recommended that there
be an exchange of visits between
the young people studying in the
various workshops and production
cent%rs, and approval was giverlx to
the beneficial and necesaﬂ close
coordination between the Ministry
of Education, which is responsible
for the technical side of the school-
workshops, and the administration
of the production centers.

Finally, it is worth pointing out
the agreement concerning the vis-
its by schoolchildren tfo production
centers for the purpose of facilitat-
ing their future professional orien-
tation through the acquisition of
firsthand knowledge of production
proces:es.

Fashions,
Customs and Extravagant Behavior

The consensus was that the fun-
damental aspect to be taken into
consideration in evajuating a young
person in relation to the Revolu-
tion must be his or her social at-

titude — thst is to ssy, his or her
pariicipation in the ective effort
made toward the revdutionary
wrarsformation of society.. Fashions,
customs, efc, were thoroughly
examined from a sociological, ideo-
Jogical and political viewpoint.

he opinion was that, although
it is true that certain forras of ex-
travagant behavior, exhibitionism,
etc., should not constitute-z focus of
attention for the Rewvolution since
they are limited to minority and
generally marginal groups, yet the
necessily of maintaining the mono-
lithic ideological unity of our peo-
ple and the struggle against all
forms of deviation among young

_people make it imperative to im-

plement a series of measures for
their erradication.

Fashion was examired from its
social aspect ag a formn of attire, its
natural evolution and the need for
the development of iashion guide-
lines by specialized state agencies.
A distinction was established be-
tween the exttavagances that in
some cases spring from an indis-
criminate assimilation of fashions
displayed by foreign groups and in
others from the counterrevolution-
ary attitude of minigrcups that use
them as means of identification
among themselves and as protest
against the Revolution. In bouth ca-
ses it was decided that direct con-
fronzation and elimination was nec-
essary.

Attention was called to eccentric
groups abrosd and their role in the
rotten bourgeois society where,
although they are not necessarily an
expression of revolutionary op})osi-
tion but rather one of escspe from
the alienating effect of that society,
nevertheless, they do contain a
germ of protest. Such antagonism
toward the capitalist system cannot
in any \vay serve as either an exam-
ple or a stimulus for our youth,
who have the possibility for self-

fulfillment in building commun-
ism.

The following conclusiors were
drawn from the debate:

1) The Revolution should tske
into account the social phenamenon
of fashion within the frameworX of
our economnic, eavironmental and
ideological characteristics.

2) In studying this phencmenon
of fashion, customs and extravagant
behavior we reaffirm the reed for
maintaining the morolithic ideolog-
ical unity of our people and the
battle against any form of deviation
among the youth.

3) We find it necessary to take
direct action to eliminate extrava-
gant aberrations.

4) The Revolution must promote
a consistent policy toward fashkion
which, by positive action, will neu-
tralize or curb the influx of fashion
trends originating in highly devel-
oped capitalist countries where
their economiec, commercial and
ideological base must be taken into
account, as well as the fact that, if
we accept such trends indiscrimi-
nately, they can become a factor of
cultural dependency.

$5) In view of the influence of
certain fashions that are considered
to represent a manifestation of re-
bellion by youth, efforts should be
made to explain the origin, develop-
ment and assimilation of this phe-
nomenon and its exportation by the
decadent societies which pass it on,
deforming and commercializing it
fn a final attempt at cultural colo-
nization,

Religlon

1) It was clearly established that
the activitics of the various reli-
gions do not constitute an impor-
tant problem in the ideological de-
velopment of our pecople, nor do
they affect our sdciety, which is
firmly unite@ and active in the
building of socialism.

The religious picture in our coun-

try was thorougiily examined: its
complexity, the attitude of each
church, sect and religious group,
with the Revolution’s coriect at-
titude witk respect to each one being
clearly established. The following
major sects were given particular
attention because of their activities
‘n opposition to the Revolufion:

a) Jehowvah’s Witnesses — Its ori-

gin, ideological and political de-

pendence on its interrational
center, located in the United

States, methods of work, content

cf its literature and concrete way

of operating in our rural areas.

h) Gideon’'s Evangelical Band

(Bstiblanccs) — A declining

group, carrying on openly coun-

terzevoutionary activities

c) Seventh-day Adventists —

Most outstanding peculiarity:

they do not engage in any activ-

ities on Saturday (they do not
wosk ccr send their children to
school, etc.).

The tegions where the influence
of these sects is greatest were close-
ly analyzed, and it was definitely
established thaf their influence
over the population depends on the
following:

a) The methods used by their

membe:s, approaching the farm-

erg, offering them their help and
assistarce, sometimes working
zealously in this connection.

b)  The educational level of the

people they approach

¢) The indisputable fact that any

time that a group or sect succeeds

in penetrating and winning over

a small sector of our population

it s because, in that particular

spat, the work of the political,
administrative, mass and .educa-

{ional organizations’ has been

poor.

It was also clearly established
that there is ample evidence that
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the integral revo.utiomnary work
carrted out by our party, mass
organizations, political organizaiions
and the schools — drawing closer
to the people, listening to their
problems, showing a Jeeling for
their concerms and difficalties and
an interest in their educational im-
prcvement — has eliminated the in-
fluence of these sects in rmany areas.

The conczete situation of the
Catholic church in cur country was
analyzed in the light of the wcrld-
wide movement for its reform, the
ecclesiastical hieraxchy's attitude
toward the revolutionary process
and the role played today ca our
continent by the revolutionary
movement in ceriain Catholic sec-
torss, whose focal point is ouwr
Revclut'on. The trend of certain
Catholic groups to separzte sotio
economic from . philosophic prob-
lems — which makes possible and
even stimuletes individual ocontri-
butions in activilies connected with
the Revolutior’s social and econom-
1¢ consiruction — together with
our pol:icy of welcoming every-
body’s participation in revolution-
ar%: werk, opens the door to them.

he question was alsc raised as
to the Church's aciivities among
the ch:ldren and its organization of
sports events, festivals, etc., point-
ing out that this results from cur
deficiencies in this field, from our
izilure to use the enormous poten-
tials of the Reve¢lution, which zre
available to tne political, mass and
schoo] organizations, and from our
wesgkness in ideolcgical and prac-
tical political activities. A factor in
the def:nitive solution to these prob-
lems will be the programming of
extracurricular activiiies, attention
to organized leisure time and rxe-
creation for children and young
people as a pclicy to be followed.

2) The Revclution’s policy with

rﬁ,ﬁd tc religious activity is based

on the following principles:

a) The religious phenomenon is
not to be considered as the center
or element of priority [n our task.
Our fundamental effort must be
directed at comstructing socialist
society, with the obligation in
this specific. case, however, of
guiding and defining the steps
the Revolution must take in its
ideological battle.

b) Complete separation of state-

church, school-church in alt fields.

c) No encouragement, support

or help will be given to any re-

ligious group, nor any favors
asked oi them.

d) We reither share any religious

belief nor support any religious

group, nor participate in any reli-
glous secvice.

e) The Revolution respects reli-

gious beliefs as an individual

7ight. The Revolution does not pe-
nalize¢ nor perSecute nor repress
anyone ior religious beliefs.

f) With socialist construction
as its focus, the Revolution offers
possibilities and opportunities in
i1s work of transforination to-all,
:ndependent of whether or not
they prcfess religious beliefs.

g) The obscurantist and counter-

revolutionary sects must be un-

masked and fought.

3)..The Revolution’s fundamental
weapon of combat is definied as:

a) Scieatific teaching in the

school to combat lies, superstition,

chariatanry and counterrevolu-
tionary fraud.

b) The Revolution’s accomplish-

ment; the profound changes in

the social, economic and political
fields.

4) Finally, it was noted that as
Marxists-Leninists and materialists,
we must not follow a clumsy anti-
religious line but rather that of
scientific teaching, raising the cul-
tural level of the people ard placing
at the disposal of our teachers the

right kind of educational material
for this purpose.
Juvenile Dellnquency
Since juvenile delinquency in its
distinctive manifestations f{orms
part of the social pathology which
mus: be observed, controlled and
represscd on a national scale, not
fundamentally because of the im-
portance or magnitude it may have
reached in national life, but be-
cause of the capital importance this
social phenomenon has at the pres-
ent stage in which we are living,
the Congress considers that it must
be confionted directly; and to this
effect, and following a preliminary
study of the causes and Jfactors
which produce it, the ifollowing
points were examined:
a) The importance of mental and
scholastic refardation in the de-
velopment of this phenomenon.
b) The high proport.on of these
adolescents who, at the time of
their arrest, are not participating
in school activities.
c) The situation of those adoles-
cents who, because they have not
yet reached working age, cannot
take in productive activities.
d) Bad living conditions in the
homes irom which these young
people come.
e) The low per capita {amily in-
ecme.
f) The high proportion of these
minors that come from broken or
incomplete homes. .
g) The incidence of problems aris-
ing from some religions or sects,
especially some of African origin
(Ranigo and abacua).
h) The bearing that the violation
of the norms of social relations
established by law and the lack of
systematization in the repression
of certain criminal activities have
on this problem.
i) The lack of means or the poor
use made of them and incorrect
priorities in social assistance.

J) Tne absence of a natiomal sys-
tex of socia welfare to coordi-
nste efforts and use the existing
m#ans of various bodies and or-
ganizations in preventive activi-
ties.

All +his, vogether with the condi-
tion of the present reeducational
centers which lack the educators,
technical means, qualified person-
nel, and adequate facilities to ac-
complish the sccial readaptation of
the minors seat to these institu-
tions in addition to other short-
comings which have a bearing on
theix educatice and sociil treat-
men!, has krought s to the present
situation with respect to this minor-
ity secior of our youth.

Basing ourselves on the foregoing
observations, the following agree-
men's were reached:

—That specialized teaching should
seek 10 treai the mentally retarded
minors who commit offenses or
who have an antisocial conduct in
existing school centers and in those
being established.

—That the necessary mechanisms
should be-created to place in school
workshops, scholarship schools or
appropriate institutions those mal-
adjusted minors who are not men-
tally retarded and who do not need
to bte sent to reeducatioral insti-
tuticns, as wel as those released
from the latter

—To organize special training
courses- which would allow tech-
aical functioning of the personnel
who take part in the readaptation
of these minors either in reeduca-
tional institutes or in other appro-
priate centers.

—That until such time as MINED
is in a position to handle the reedu-
caticnal centers, this Ministry, in
collaboration with the Ministry of
the Interior (MININT), should
carry cut a study of the need for




teachers and auxiidary means of
teaching aimed at s»lving the prob-
lem as far as possible. At the same
tiine, - the Natxonal Instiiute of
Sports, Physical Education and Ree-
reation (INDER) and the Council
of Culture must carry out a simnilar
analysis with respect to their activ-
ities and for the same purpase.

—That the Off:ce of Education
discuss and ar:alyze the papers sub-
mitted to the Commission of Studies
of the Central Committee o the
Party dealing with. the following
subjects:

—1he Centers of Evaluation;

—the Commissions of Technical

and Scientific Evaluation;

—1the reeducaticrnsl centers;

—1bke sacial weifare system.
Concerring Sex

The social problem of sex and
the ideas and concepts corcerning
it were analyzed by the Commis.
sion. The Commission made a gea-
eral study of sexual relatioas, with
specfal attention being given 10 the
question of sex amcng adolescents
and young people.

A review was mace of the trans-
formation that has taken place in
the . matter of sexual relations as
they existed in the prerevolution-
ary society, when such relations
were cependeni en a system of
explo.tation, on the prcfound social
inequality and on the violeace
brought about by the evil of pros-
titution apd the various methods
of cormmercialization of sex, with
its resultant aberrations.

At present, the structural trans.
formation and development of our
society have definit.vely eradicated
these manifestations, typical of
exploitative sccieties but — as hap-
pens in every revolutionary process
— the change has brought with it
new contradictions which demszud a
constant effort at creative remova-

tion In behsvior, social Isabits and
deas.

The gemneral opinion is that co-
educational teaching should be ex-
tended, with the exception of those
courses which by their very nature
make it impossible, and that timely
and adequate information on sexuatl
relations and the process of pro-
creation should be given, in which
irue and scientific answers to the
children’s and adolescents' ques-
tions would be given both in school
and at home. To do away with ig-
norance and prejidice in this mat-
ter, the Ffacts dealing with this
subject should be taught not in
special courses which are unneces-
sary but in the course of general
teaching.

It was also noted that it.is in-
dispensable to understand correct-
iy the true importance of different
centradictions within the context
of the various fronts of revolution-
ary activity, that priorily should
conseguently be given to material
and ideologica! defense and socio-
economic develcpment which are
the fields of fundamental antagon-
ism. That the changes in the tield
of sexual relations stem from so-
ciety itself as it develops in the
social, cultural and economic fields
and continues to acguire an ideology
that is more consistently revolution-
ary.

Finally, emphasis was placed on
the respact for: the feelings and
opinions of the young, on how to
find out their points of view, on
how to make possible discussions
and profound analysis, so as to
nurture a concept of what love
means in the formation of the hu-
man couple and the moiives that
should unite 1t, not merely from the
biological viewpoint but from the
idea of human fulfillment, which
includes reciprocal admiration and
deep esteem based not only on bio-
logical and aesthetic but also — and

tandamentatiy — social, political
and moral values.

A study of prostitution was
made with respect to its socio-
economic origin within bourgeois
society, its total liquidation in the
course of these years of revoluticn-
ary work that has transformed our
society. It was agreed that its re-
sidual manifestations - fall within

the field of delinauency.
glomosexual deviations we€re de-

fined as social pathology. 1t +was
resolved that all manifestations of
homosexual deviations are to be
lirmly rejected and prevented from
spreading. It was pointed out,
however, that a study, investigation
and analysis of this complex prob-
lem should always determine the
measures 10 be adopted.

It was decided that homosexusl-
ity should ncot be considered a cen-
tral problem or a fundamental one
in our society, but that attent:on
and a solution to it are necessary.

The origin and evolution of this
phenomenon and of its present-day
scope and antisocial cHaracter were
studied. An in-depth analysis was
made of the preventive and educa-
ticnal measures that are to be im-
plemented as well as of the curative
measures to be put into effect
against existing focuses, including
the control and relocation of isolat-
ed cases, always with an education-
al and preventive purpose. It was
agreed to differentiate among the
various cases, their stages of dete-
rioration and the necessarily dif-
ferent approaches to the different
cases and degrees of deterioration.

On the basis of these consider-
ations, it was resalved that it would
be convenient to adopt the follow-
ing measures:

a) Extension of the coeducation-

al system: recognition of its im-

portance in the formation of

children and the young.

b) Adequate sexual education for

parents teachers and pupils. Thas

worxk nust not be treated as a

spec:al subject but as one falling

into the general courses such as
biology, physiology, etc.

A campaign of information on

sex matters should be carried out

among teachers and pareats to
help tkem arswer, in a proper
and scientific way, the questions
asked by children and young peo-
ple

c) Stimulation of a proper

approach to sex. A campaign of

information should be put into
effect among adolescents and
young people which would con-

tribute to the acquisition of a

scientific knowledge of sex and

the eradication of préjudices and
deubts which in some cases result

in the placing of too much im-

portance on sex. -

d) Pranction of discussions with

the ycuth in those cases® where

it becomes necessary to delve
in<o tke human aspect of sex re-

Jaticns.

It was resolved that it is not to
be tolerated for notorious homo-
sexuals to have influence in the
formstion of cur youth on the basis
of their “artistic merits."”

Consequently, a study is called
for to determine how best to tackle
the protlems of the presence of
homosexuals in the various institu-
tions of our cultural sector.

It was proposed that a study
should be made to find a way of
applying measures with a view to
transferring to other organizations
those who, as homosexuals, should
not have any direct influence on
our ycuth through artistic and cul-
tural activities -

It was resolved that those whose
morals do not correspond to the
prestige of our Revolution should
be barred from any group of per-
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formers representmg our country
abroad.

Finally, it was agreed to seek
severe penalties against those who
corrupt the morals of In:rors, de-
praved repeat offemders and ir-
redeemable artisocia! elements.
Extracurmricular Activities in the
Community

Among others o a different na-
ture, these =zctivities may be the
following:

—organizing guided tours of mu-

seums aad art galleries. For this

purpose, special art education
halls should be esteblished in the
various districts;

—organizing contests in the

schools with a view to the estab-

lishment of literayy workshops
and the development of the cre-
ative capac!ly of young writers;

—making such rnusical activities

as concerts by the National Sym-

phony Orchestra more accessible
to young people;

—arranging hiking and camping

trips;

—promoting the practice of

sports-and gymasstics as 2 means

of both muscuiar development
and entertainment:

—sponsoring a students’ cultural

festival as the ciowning point to

the year's ectivities;

—working toward the real objec-

tives behind the Pioneers' activi-

ties instead of consideriag such
activities as simple goals to be
met;

—creating Pioneers’ clubs, where

the children will engage in such

educational activities as painting
and learning how to play a mu-
sical instrument; and

—organizing programs that will

give the children an opportunity

to engage in scientific and cultur-
al activitie; during vacation time.
In the field of mor: specifi¢ activi-

ties, the fcllowing is suggested;
—interscholastic meetings of ama-
teur perjormers;
—the organization of work bri-
gades fox the care and upkeep of
lawns, buildings, parks and mon-
uments;
—tours of production centers as
part of the research being done
in connection with a subject un-
der study at school:
—cultural activities for children
and adolescents should be official-
ly guided by the Ministry of
ucation and such activities
should be considered as part of
the school’s curriculum.
Mass Media
Radio, television, the cinema and
the press — the mass media — are
powerful instruments of ideologic-
al education, molders of the collec-

tive conscience, whose utilization *

and development should not be left
to improvisation or spontaneity.

Pursuant to this principle, the
Congress considers it imperative
that there be a single politico-cul-
{ural leadership acting in close
cacrdinatior with the mass media
anrd in acordance with the need for
mass education so indispeasable to
our development; that a close liai-
son be established between the Min-
istry of Ecucation and tl'e agen-
cies in charge of the mass media,
with a view to the creation of ra-
dio, television and film programs,
newspaper and magazine articles
ard literary and artistic works
which will contribute effectively to
the education of children and
sQung people.

Among the mass media, .adio
and television have the greatest
influence on the country’s broad
masses.

Therefore, all - cultura! institu- -
tions must offer a closer, system-
atic, and sustained collaboration
that will make possible the utiliza-
ticn of radio and television as

vehicles for various ranifestations
and creatioms, in accordance with
the technical possibilities and polit-
ical character of the programming

The Congress stressed the need
to consider radio and television not
only as a means of eniertainment
and amusement but also — ard
fundamentally — as most efficient
instruments for the formation of
the conscience of the mew man.

As a mass mecium, the cinema
constitutes the art par excellence
of our century. Lenin sa:.d, “Of all
the arts, cinema is the most im-
portant.”

We live in a world in which a
battle to the death is being waged
between the imperialist interests,
headed by Yankee imperialism, and
the revolutionary interests of the
peoples whose vanguard is found in
the socialist countries and in the
revolutionary movements for na-
tional liberation. In this situation,
which characteriaes our era, the
constant strengthening of our peo-
ple’s ideology is a fundamental
task. We are the first socialist coun-
try in Latin America; we are the
target of multiple and continued
harassment, plotting and aggres-
sion on the part of Yankee impe-
rialism, which we have not only
resisted but also defeated in every
one of its attempts to desiroy us
— all this amidst a tenacious, he-
roic struggle for economic transfor-
mation atmed at eradicating the
heritage of underdevelopment.

Cuba carries forward a revolu-
tion whose foundations for the sus-
tenance and enrichment of its ideol-
ogy and culture are found in the
principles of Marxism-Leninism and
in the traditions of struggle which
make up our own history. An in-
depth study of those countries with
the same culture as ours; of our
personality as a nation, of the ele-
ments that determine our culture
of its lines of development through

more tkan 10¢ years of siruggle,
constitu‘es an indispensaole task
since it entails the possibilities for
the constant developmeni of the
ideoioZical and cultural level of
the masses.

Such a task calls for a system-
atic, corsistent effort in wkhich the
mass m:dia ard the artistic man-
ifestatioss cf culture, each accord-
ing to s specfic qualities, should
pronote among our people an in-
terest i and knowledge of cur.own
histery. To the extent to which this
join1 efiort reaches its objectives
we will be in a position to face im-
perialist cultural penetration with
added power and effectiveness, and
we will have the insight to select
from arxong the bulk of contem-
porery deas and influences those
we are to accept and those we are
to rejec:.

The tee of our culture will be
the result of this joint effort, an
effort kased, principally, on our
status bath as a nation and as Latin
Americens — the starting point for
a selective sssimilation of the
world's culture.

This s why the Congiess calls
for the production of more historic-
al Cuben films and documentaries
as a means of linking the past and
the present, and proclaims the need
for various foyrms of cinematic in-
forraatien and education to develop
amcng sur people an evergrowing
capability for analyzing the various
forras ¢f this important means of
commueication

The rising technological advance
of the mass media and its infinite
prospec's oblige our revolutionary
socisty to fight against the contam-
inatton of the air by imperialist
ideclegy through the creation of
ideclogizal antibodies to neutralize
its lettml effects. The only alter-
native reality permits is struggle,
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not asepsis- Elence the imperative
need to engsge spsiematically in a
series of public debates, analysis,
stxdies and appraisals that will pre-
pare ‘he masses 1o face critically
every form of expression of bour-
geois ideology.

Nloreover, we skould search for
revolutiorary metbheds with which
to combat the pessible ipfiltration
of imperialist cinem’: and television
through the system of satellites

I1 isn’t by averting our face, but
rather by waging 2n open battle
that we can win in this irreconcil-
able struggle against imperialist
ideology.

Considering their i nplications and
consequerxes, the preklems posed in
education by 1he¢ social environ-
mert call for solutions aimed at
eradicating the rv>'s that sustain
them

In the dield of ideclogical strug-
gle there is no rcom for palliatives
or balf measures’ The only alter-
native is a clear<cat uncompromis-
ing sfand

There is room fv1 ideological co-
existence: only with the spiritual
creation of the revolutionary gec-
ples, with socialist culture, with the
forms of expressiorn of Darxist-
Leninist deology.

Paraphrasing José Marti, we say:
“Let the world be grafted onto cur
Revolution but the trunk must be
our Revolution.”

Culltural Activity

The developxent of artistic and
literaxy movements in our coun-
try rmust be based ox the consolida-
tion and growth of the amateur
movement, aiming at the broad cul-
tural development of the masses
and opposing all elitist tendencies.

Socialism creates the objective
conditions which make possible real
freedom of creation. Thus all trends
are condemnable and imadmissible
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which are dased on apparent ideas
of Ireedom as a disguise for
the counterrevoluticnatry poison of
works that c<onspize against the
revolutionary ideology on which
the constrnuction of socialism and
communism is based, an effort to
which our people are firmly com-
mitted and in whose spir:it the new
geperations are educated.

The Congress feels that in select-
ing workers for the institutions of
the supersitucture, such as univer-
sities, mass media and literary and
artistic institutions,” political and
ideological conditions should be
taken into ac¢count, since their work
will have a disect influence on the
application of the cultural policy of
the Revolution.

The rules governing the national
and international literary contests
sponsored ‘by our cultural institu-
tions must be revised, along with
the revolutionary conditions of the
members of the juries and the ba-
sis for the awards

At the same time, it is also neces-
sary to establish a strict system for
inviting foreign writers and intel-
lectuals, to avoid the presence of
persons whose works and ideology
are opposed to the interests of the
Revolution, especially in the forma-
tion of the new generations, and
who have part.cipated in ideologi-
cal diversionist activities encourag-
ing their local flunkeys,

Cultural institutions cannot serve
as a platform for false intellectuals
who try to make snobbery, extrav-
agant conduct, homosexuality and
other social aberxations into expres-
sions of revolutionary art isolated
from the masses and the spirit of the
Revolution.

The Congress feels that both in
mus:c and in other forms of art and
literature, eiforts should be made:

1) To work on the development

of our own forms and revolution-

ary cultural values.

2) To develop an understanding

of the cultural values of the

brother nations of Latin Amer-
ica.

3) To assimilate the best of uni-

versal cuiture without having it

impused on us from abrosd.

4) To develop educational pro-

grams for teaching the nature

and origin of Cuban music.

Culture affects the reality which
creates it and takes part in the
struggle of the peoples that have
been the victims of oppression
throughout the centuries of colonial-
ism and capitalist exploitation.

Culture, . like education, is not
and cannot be apolitical ox impar-
tial, because it is a social and bis-
torical phenomenon conditioned by
the needs of social classes and their
struggles and interests throughout
history. Apoliticalism is nothing
more than a reactionary and shame-
faced attitude in the cultural field.

For the bourgeoisie, 1the elimi-
nation of the cultural elements of
its class and system represents the
elimination of culture as such,

For the working ‘class and people
in general, the culture born of the
revolut.onary struggle is the con-
quest and development of the most
valuable of humanity’s cultural
heritage which the exploiters kept
from them for centuries.

The revolutionary intellectual
must direct his work toward the
elimination of all hangovers of the
old society that still remain during
the period of transition from cap-
italism to socialism.

The full formation of man re-
quires the development of all the
capabilities that society can pro-
mote in him. There are no obstacles
to this development in a communist
society. i

Education is also carried out
through participation in all forms
of art and literature.

The socialist school, together with

other organized forces of society, is
the main factor m the multifzceted
formation of man. Artistic activily
is one of the tasic elements and
must be promoied from the first
grade on.

Scientific-technical, political-ideo-
logical aad physical, moral, aes-
thetic education const.tute our con-
cept of the integral formation of
mabd.

During the colonial era, African
elements, in spite of brutal repres-
sion, merged with Spanish elements
and laid the foundation for Cuban
culture.

In the first decades of the last
century the key characteristics of
our nationalily emerged and this
was refletted in art and literature,

The independence struggles of
our people provided cur rational
culture with its own special fea-
tures, it was at the same time,
capatle cf assimilating the best of
universal culwure.

In his life and work José Marti
is the greatest example of Cuban
cultuze and of the identification of
the intellectual with the cause of
his country and people to the point
of giving his own life for that cause.
Writers, ardists and professionals
fought ard died :n our independence
wars along with farmers, slaves
freed by the revolution, artisans
and other city workers.

The xevolutionary intellectuals
who created a national culture were
opposed by a sell-out trend that
reflecied the reactionary political
ideas of that era expressed by the
annexationists, reformists and au-
tonomists, followed by the ‘support-
ers of the Platt Amendment in 1901,
who fared so well during the period
of the pseudorepublic.

The patriotic, gnti-imperialist and
papular revolution carried out in
1895 uncer the leadership of Marti
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was cut ofi by the Yamkee inter-
vertion of 1833, From that moment
o, arrogant snd brutal Yankee im-
penalism carried ot i fFrogram
of economic, cultural and political
0eccolanizstion.

The neocoleny instailed in Cuba
handed the wealth of the country
over to the Yarkee monopolies,
supported the pclicy which was
most beneficial to 1he interests of
the new mast?1s, repressed the peo-
ple and pat into practice a plan
aimed at smashing rzatxcnal cultuze.

They degraded ard tried to de-
stroy our fcrms of culiural expres-
sion so that we would believe we
had no traditiens of cur own.

They intreduced ther ideas into
our texibocks to distort our history.
Through their contro! of the mass
media they mocked suz people and
gave Dublicity to the “American
way of life,’ launching a campaign
of collective stupefacticn by means
of the colonization of aesthetic
taste.

The colon:al hangovers were re-
inforced by imperizlist domination;
our dewelopment was blocked ard
we were left with a minimal edu-
catior:, 3 million illiterate sdults and
the commercialization of education,
which was sukject to every form of
discsimination.

The workers, farme1s, studenis
and honest intellectuals, true to our
patriotic traditions, fought against
all this in a militant nanner.

Breaking <through the imperial~
ist encirclement, the best Cuban
intellectuals were resolute heirs to
the legitimate cultural past in new
historical conditions.

Revolutionary power made it pos-
sible for writers and artists to c¢reate
as never before, withcut the pres:
sure of capitalist society.

The Literacy Carmpaign, the na-
tionalization of education and the

mass media, scholarship plans and
the establishment of cultural ins-
titutions were basic elements in
this transformation. The people be-
came avidly interested in books,
plays, filns and art in general.

From the very first moments, the
Cuban Revcdlution enjoyed the sol-
idarity of the peoples the world
over, and of the most ouistanding
intexnational intelleciuals. But to-
gether with those who honestly
understood the justice of the rev-
olutionary cause and defended it,
there were certain  petty-bourgeois
intellectuals, pseudoleitists of the
capitalist world, who used the Rev-
olution to gain prestige with the
people of the underdeveloped world.
These opportunists tried to pene-
irate here with their debiliiating
ideas, and %0 impose their styles
and 1iastes, and even to act as
judges of the Revolution.

They are the bearcrs of a new
colonization. They try to dictate
political and cultural standards
from the capitals of the Western
world.

These peogle have found a small
group of mentially cclonized people
in our country who have echoed
taeir ideas.

Those who pick up the chains
wbich our people have broken in
their 100 years of struggle, deserve
our deepest -contempt, expressed
by strengthening the mass organ-
izations and particularly the labor
movement, in the assemblies of
educational workers and in all
branches of social activity. [t is the
workers who have denounced these
undermining ideas, aimed at deni-
grating our people and deforming
our youth.

It is the people who have always
rescued and defended our culture.
Side by side with thern have been
the majority of our writers and ar-
tists, all our true values, whose
activity has been blocked to a cer-

tain extent during these last few
year by this obstructionist and co-
lonialist trend. .

We are a blockaded nstion.

We are building soc:alism only a
few steps away from the center of
world imperialism, on a3 continent
where until very recently it held
absolute power.

"The danger of military saggres-
sion by Yankee imperialisn against
Cuba is no mere speculation; it has
been present throughcut our revolu-
tionary process.

Our pecple fight against imperial-
ism and build socialissn on all
{ronts.

Art is a weapon of the Revolu-
tion.

A product of the fighting spirit
of our people.

A weapon against the penetration
of the enemy.

The socialist revolution as such
is the greatest achievement cf Cu-
ban culture and, with this great
truth in mind, we are determined
to continue the battle for its high-
est possible development.

Our art and literature will be a
valuable tool for the formation of
our young people in the spirit of
revolutionary morality, excluding
selfishness and other aberrations
typical of bourgeois culture.

Culture in a collectivist society
is a mass activity, not the monopoly
of an‘elite or the decoration of a
chosen few or the free franchise of
those with no roots in society.

True genius is to be found among
the masses and not among a few
isolated individuals. The class na-
ture of the enjoyment of culture
has until now resulted in the bril-
liance of only a few isolated individ-
uals. But this is only a sign of the
prehistory of society, not of the
nature of culture.

The masses are the protagonists
in the real history of humanity,
which starts with the reyolutionary

struggie and :he seizure of paower.
That iz woen the human, paditical
and ideolcgical eynditions of evepy
man tecome vitaly importaa:.

Free man, liberated from aliena-
ticn, master of hi; own destiry, will
not be subject to the impriscnment
of his beirg :n aay exclusive prac-
tice.

The intelligence of the masses
will develop cultare to the limit of
its creative potential and will create
the pcssibelity for full individual
development.

Teachers, technicians,. scientists,
students and all other workers can
express their rich experiences and
develop their literary and artistic
ability in literature and all other
forms of culture.

The ideological formation of
young wriers and artists is a very
important task o the Revolution.
[t is cur duty to educate them in
Marxian-Leninism, arm them with
the required tecknique and equip
them with the ideas of the Revolu-
tion.

The Revvlution frees art and lit-
erature frcm the rigid laws of sup-
ply and demand which operate in
tourgeois society. Art and literature
are no longer merchandise, and the
possibilities for all forrns of ex-
pression and aesthetic experimen-
tation based on high ideological and
technical stardards are created.

While the art of the Revolution
will be dcawn from the roots of our
nationality it will also be interna-
tionalist. We will encourage the
legitimate and militant expressions
of cultural activity by the peoples
of Africa. Asia and Latin America,
which imperialism tries to smash.
Our cultural institutions will be
tools for the rea! artists of those
continents, the persecuted and ig-
oored, those who are not domes-
ticated by cultural colonialism and




xho actively participate in the anti-

.m;)el rialist struggies of their peo
ple.

- We cocdem the islse Latin-A mer-
jcan writers who, after the fics!
successes obtaired. with works that
still expressed the drama of their

nations, broke their ties with the.

countries wheze they were born and
took refuge m the capitas of the
rotten and decadent societies o
Western Europe and the Uniled
States to become agents of the met-
topolitan imperialist culture.

In Paris, Londom, Rome, West
Berlin and New YorX, these hypo-
crites find the best terrain for their
ambiguities, vaciliation and pet-
bness generated by the cultural
colomialism which they accept and
support All they will.receive from
the revoluticnary peoples is the
contempt which the trartor and de-
serter merits.

The words of a delegate 10 the
Havana Cultural Congress sre apro-

pos:

We Westerners are alieady so
contaminated that a respcnsible
intellectual should, in the first
place, say 1o all men from coun-
tries that are less caught in the
pet: Don't trust me or my words.
Don't trust anything I have. 1 am
sick and my sickaess 3 conta-
gious. The only” kealthy thing
about me is knowing that I am
sick Those who don’t consider
themselves sick are really the
sickest.

Our illness is the colonization of
the mind. }t was imposed on us
during a long psychological war
which -capitalism waged against
the peoples it ruled.

The pecples of the colonized and
exploited -countries of the world
will not lhesitate whken the time
comes to choose their pszth. Not
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only will they have to oppose the
economic cppression of the monop-
colies, they will also have to oppose
and reject neocolonialist ideas and
models. Imperialisn has engaged in
cultural genocide against those peo-
ples; it has tried to sukwert their
national values and language.
This process of annihilstion has
been a constant factor cn our three
continents, and has been expressed
with brutal magonitude in Viet Nam,
Laos and Cambodia.

The life-or-death battle must be
waged on all fronts: economic, po-
Litical and ideological.

From the mother countries the
conscientious allies of imperialism
try to exert their influence over the
underdeveloped people and subject
them to cultural neocolonialism.
This is the reality which the ex-
ploiied countries have faced.

We fight against all colonialism
in the ficld of ideas and aesthetics.
We will pot pay tribute to false
values reflecting the structures of
societies that deprecate our peoples.

We rejeci the efforts of the mafia
of pseudoleftist bourgeois intellec-
tuals to become the critical con-
stience of society. The peownle them-
selves are the critical conscience of
society; in the first place, the work-
ing class, prepared by its historic
experience and revolutionary ideol-
ogy to understand and, judge more
clearly than any other social sector
the acts of the Revolution,

Being an intellectual does not
give a person any kind of privilege.
It is his responsibility to cooperate
with the people and within the peo-
ple in that critique. This entails
sharing in the wark, sacrificies and
dangers along with the people.
Those who, with the *“lordly ar-
rogance” of the past, to which Lenin
alluded, arrogate to themselves the
role of exclusive critics while aban-
doning the scene of the struggle
and using our Latin-American peo-

ples as themes for their literary
creations thereby becoming favor-
ites in bourgeois circles and impe-
rialist publishing houses, cannof
appoint themselves judges of rev-
olutions. Omn the contrary, their
peoples, whom they desert, will
judge them. Their pecples already
distinguish between them and the
truly revolutionary intellectuals
who have remained with the people
and within the peogle, taking part
in the hard daily task of creating
and fighting, <haring all the risks
with the peopie and, like Marti and
Che, exchanging the “trench of
ideas” for the ‘'‘trench of rocks”
when duty demanded that they do
So.

Our - cultural expressions will
contribute to the people’s struggle
for national liberation and social-
ism.

We will never accept what the
imperialists disseminate as their
best artistic expressions, outstand-
ing among which is pornography,
the most unequivocal manifestation
of imperialism's decadence.

A new scciety cannot pay homage
to the filth of capitalism. Social-
ism cannot begin where Rome end-
ed. Our artistic works will height-
en man's sensitivity and culture,
creating .in him a collectivist con-
science and leaving no reom for ene-
my diversionism in any of ifs forms.

While imperialism uses all its
media to promote snftening corrup-
tion and vice, we intensi{y our work
in radio, television, the cinema,
books and periodicals so as to con-
stantly increase their effectiveness
as tools to fight the imperialists’ at-
tempt at ideological penetration.

The fakers may be against Cuba,
but the truly honest and revolution-
ary intellectuals understand the
justness of our position. This is the
people of Giron and the October
Crisis, the people that has main-
tained, is maintaning and will con-

tinue to mainwin its viciorious
Revoluticn only 90 miles from the
shores of imperialism.

Many pseudorevolutionary writ-
ers who in Western Europe mas-
querade as leftists but in reality
uphold fgositions against socialism,
those wio play at Marxism but are
agairst tae socialist countries, those
who clain o be in solidarity with
the liberation struggles but sup-
port the Israeli aggression and con-
ques: cl territories perpetrated
aga.nst the Arab peoples w:th the
aid of US imperialism, and those
who in the final analysis turned
leftism into merchandise will be
unm asked.

The game of playing with the
destiny of the peoples must come
to a defmitive end without further
delay. We who are in this besieged
fortress proclaim that our peoples
musi give a resounding call for in-
dependesce from cultural colonial-
ism.

Because of their timeliness and
full valdity, this Congress adopts
José Marti’s stirr.ng words:

Let the troubadours of ihe mon-
archies weep over the statues of
kings that lie battered at :he feet
of the horses of revolutions; let
the republican troubadours weep
over the appointed cradles of
their infected and decaying re-
publics; let the bards of ancient
nations weep over the shattered
scepters, fallen monuments, lost
virtue and f{rightful discourage-
ment — the offense of having ac-
cepted being a slave is punish-
abdle dy conu‘nuin%vto be one for
a very long time. We have heroes
to immortalize, heroines to exalt,
admirable exploits to praise; we
have the aggrieved and glorious
legion of our martyrs who plain-
tively demand that we sing their

lamentations and hymns.
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the world and the reactionaries
were unable to prevent all the work
he had _done from s successful
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Yy all revolutiomaries throughout victory of thisyhgg:i‘cm;eegplgf atr}:g
m that the Yankee imperialists will

have no altermative other than total
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and uncanditional withdrawal fram
Viet Nam.

Another example is that of the
Korean people who, day in and day
out, face the constant aggression
and maneuvers of Yankee imperial-
ism which today occupies a part of
their country; but the entire Korean
g;ople, with their highest leader

arshal Kim Il Sung, are strength-
ening their countwy more aod
more each day and achieving un-
precedented success in economic and
political areas and in the struggle
for the country’s reunification.

In Africa, the armed struggie of
the peoples of the so-called Portu-
guese colonies against Portuguese
colonialism and its NATO allies,
serves as a stimulus to all the peo-
ples of Africa to win total and final
liberation.

The colonialists and imperialiste
are unceasing in their aggressions
and interventions everywhere, and
the most recent example of that is
the frustrated invasion ‘of the Re-
public of Guinea, where they hoped
to overthrow the progressive and
revolutionary government of Sékou
Toure; but the people, the militia
-and the army defeated the merce-
narles and traitors and maintained
the integrity and independence of
their country.

Other African countries, too, con-
tinuously have to face the aggres-
sions, maneuvers and prcvocations
of the colonialists and imperialists,
as is the case with Algeria, UAR,
Congo (B) and Libya, among others.

Moreover, in South Africa, the
racists who hold the people of that
zone in subjection, have had to face
not only world repudiation of their
brutai exploitation, but also the
revolutionary action of the peoples
of Zimbabwe, Namibia and South
Africa.

Since the war of June 5, 1967, in
the: Middle East, Israel has acted

as a lauxching pad for Nortk: Amer-
ican imperialism agamst the Arad
ecour:trie: in this 2one, and continues
its arrogant and defiant attitude,
refusing to withdraw from the oc-
cupted ‘erritores and strongly re-
pressing the Palestinian people and
the mhabitants in the occuvpied ter-
ritozies. The struggle of the people
and the Palestne resistance o:gan-
izations againgt the Israeli aggres-
sors and usurgers has been a tena-
ciows oae, and not on this front
alore: decause they have had to
sustain the brutal repression cf the
royal troops o! Jordan and the in-
diff>rexce of -he reactionary Arab
forces. This ir no way diminishes
their fizhting decision to win vic-
tory and build their couniry anew.

Jn Lztin America, in these past
five years, great events have taken
place which kave given rise to a
development of revolutionary con-
sciousness among the Latin-Amer-
ican masses. The action of the fight-
ers of Nancshuazu indicates the
course for the truly revolutionary
forces of the cnntinent; Che, with
his determination and his courage,
knew how to lay out the road to the
achievement of the second and final
independence by the Latin-Amer-
ican {fighters who are the proud
successors to Marti, Bolivar, San
Martin, O'Higgins, Sucre.

Cuba today is not alone in facing
continwous imperialist aggression,
the people o! Latin America are
firmly fighting Yankee imperialism
in 11s ¢cwp back yard, and are hit-
tinz it hard Recently, People's
Unity bas triamphed in Chile and
its sop leader, comrade Salvado:
Allende, heads a government that
regresents the aspirations of the
working masses. Now begin the se-
ditious carapsigns by the oligarchy
and North American imperialists,
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trying to smear, damage and assail
the Chilean people; but this is not
all the reactionaries seek, for they
also hope to overthrow the Peo-
ple’s Unity government. This is an
illusion difficult to convert into
reality since there is now a people
with its organizations that firmly
support Allende’s government and
its revolutionary laws, a people that
will know how to defend the vic-
tories gained over these moaths. In
another Latin-American country,
Peru, the government is evidencing
a nationalist and revolutionary
stance in issuing antioligarchic and
anti-imperialist laws that, of course,
are anathema to the imperialist
forces. Bolivia has followed the road
of revolutionary uprising begun by
Che’s guerrilla force.ngl\iday the
masses, the workers, the students
and other sectors have given a sin-
cere impetus to the prornulgation of
just Yaws for the poor and to radi-
calizing the anti-imperialist strug-

le.

In Uruguay the 1Tupamaro Natiorn-
al Liberation Movement is hitting
hard at Pacheco Areco's reaction-
ary governmenrt; not a day passes
without the world press reporting
the revolutionary activities of the
Tupamaros, who evoke the sym-
pathy and revolutionary solidarity
of the whole world by their just
struggle.

Other Latin-American peoples
continue fighting with guns in the
mountains or‘in the cities of their
oligarchies, shaking the govern-
mental str ucturesof those.countries.

As we see, during this period the
peoples of the three continents have
won numerous and important vic
tories against the colonialist and
imperialist forces. This stimulates
us to continue the work begun, to
accelerate it still more and carry
it to successful culmination.

During this tune our organization
has worked to carry out the resolu-
tions passed at the First Triconti-
nental Conference, both with re-
spect to our multiple publications
and contacts with our member or-
ganizations. We have thus had the
opportunity to meet with the leaders
and fighters of certain revolution-
ary movements in their own liberat-
ed areas, and to offer them our mil-
itant solidarity in their just strug-
gle. We have also had contact with
an infinite number of organizations
of the three continents, with which
we have exchanged our revolution-
ary experiences and which have
helped us to better understand the
struggle in which their fighters are
engaged against the colonialists and
imperialists.

Finally, we have presented our
Executive Secretariat's message at
various international events where
we have been received with respect
and affection by the participants.
In summary, we have worked with
the revolutionary spirit that is our
legacy from the historic First Tri-
continental Conference.

We wish to use this occasion to
transmit, in the name of the Gen-
eral Secretariat, our militant rev-
olutionary greetings to all of you
and through you to your leaders
and organizations.

On this fifth anniversary, we
should like to recall all. the martyrs
of the revolutionary cause, most
especially Comandante Ernesto Che
Guevara, worthy example of the
international combatant, before
whom those of Africa, Asia and
Latin America dip their banners of
struggle in a sign of.respect and
admiration.

Eternal glory to the revolutionary
martyrs of the three continents!

Congratulations on the fifth anni-
versary of the constitutign of the
Executive Secretariat!

/. hooks
Lamemmy OF LEY

Notes on the Cultural Life
of the Democratic

Republic of Viet Nam

Peter Weiss

Much has been writen about Viet Nam. Sckiom a cay goes by without some news in
the papers on radfo. tcievision and film reporting the repalm turning of some Vict-
namese village, a B-52 bambing attsck against the Scuth or the North. the repression
of some group of students or monks in Saifon. of warzen sped, prisoners fortured. ete ..
deeds which, with the forec of repetition, emake dily and almaost norrmal thst which
undoudtedly constitites the most monstrous and merciles: cnime in the innals of con-
tempozyary history: the Yankee imperlallst war agsiast toe people of Vit Nam Then
this book on Viet Nam by Peter Welss reaches us (onc? moce Viet Nam), nctable preclsely
for its quality of gcing beyond ths monotoaous corwllstion of names, ligures. dates
location®, quotations, etc, variations on the theme, 10 peretrate decply inio the history,
poetry. the wholc culture of the Vietnamese people. And when we finish rcadlzg it we
fecl gxeater admiration for tkese men and women and rigdieous indignation agajast their
BRETesRors.

From tlxe book ty the German dramatist —well-kriowa for his docunentary theater
works -— among them Maral-Sade and The Investigatien :1his last on the trlals of INazi
war criminals) —we have selected two chapters: '“Traditon. Ceremoninls Poetics’ and
“Raw Naterial for a Poerna by To Huw.” One need add only this commentary b Peter
Weiss on his retura from the Oemocratic Repubdlic of Viet Nam: “When after the air
attacks, I saw the peasants of Viet Nam reconsiructing %¢ir highwavs snd dars with
rocks and mud, when [ saw them up to their knees in the mud with their clothes muddy
and great hurks of mud In their hapds. I had 1o doubt = to whether the man deep In
the mud was more developed, more digaified, and superior, or whether it was that other
oize up there in his million-dollar machine.”

Ncuven Dinu Tui, writer, commissar in the people’s army, wearing a
green uniform, tells us about his daily wcrk, which takes him on exten-
sive travels through the country. He offers seme instances illustrative
of the patience, understanding, and watchfulress needed in.carrying out

reforms.




Here and there he will run into the spokesman of a village committee
or a cooperative.who cannot break away from the role of village elder.
Sometirnes these people are little tyrants. It is hard for them to give
up their patriarchal thinking. Once Ho Chi Minh visited a certain village.
Right away he noticed the attitude of the local party secretary. He said
to the assembled villagers: “When the party secretary has a birthday,
do you slaughter a pig?”’ The answer was yes. Then he asked, “And. you
get some of 1t?" Again he got a yes. “And what is it exactly that you
get?” Then most of Them began to get the drift of his questioning. When
he said, “You get the intestines while the party seccetary eats the head
and the hams,” it was confirmed amid laughter and led to an important
insight.

Often ambitious engineers come to the villages. They have studied at
the technical high school. They set up their instruments and survey the
land. Then they mark out canals and dikes straight as a string, with
catastrophic¢ results. The terrain is uneven, the fields form a mosaic ap-
parently without tule or system. Yet the way they are irrigated and
diked conforms closely to the varying elevations of the landscape. Thanks
to ancient tradition the peasants have succeeded, by means of ingenious
devices, in Xeeping each piece of land under the same depth of water
whether it is high or low, here by using an inlet ditch, there one that
drains away:.

Then along comes the young engineer, full of enthusiasm, thinking on
a big scale, in terms of the collective economy, of uniform means of
transport, yet when be puts his well grounded ideas to work it turns
out that the old system is still better, at least for the time being. Before
rationalization suitable for a modern industrial sfate can be applied,
basic transformations of patchwork surfaces must be carried out. Similarly
it turns out that water buffalo, before new methods can be introduced
in times of peace, is still the best source of power in working the rice
fields, Like the peasants, he is used to flooded ground, while tractors and
combines sink in the muck.

Cultist practices in the villages are slow to change and adapt to modern
times. In eaxlier days ancestral graves were located all over family land.
The Vietnammese peasant wants to be buried in the ground that he has
lived on and built up all his life. Now cemeteries are being set up on the
edge of the hamlets. This practice began with burying dead soldiers in
these places, often with merely putting up symbolic markers for those
whose bodies could not be brought to the cemetery for burial

When a wedding was being planned the families of the couple were
called into conference. The oldest members had to make the decision
and all the pertinent agreements. Today most young people are far
away from their families. If they are not in military service they are
working in the factories and workshops. In that case the factory party
secretary sometimes substitutes for the family head. Wearing his best
clothes, with a white shirt and tie, in the name of the young man he

looks up the foreman of the section where the gicl works, who has been
forewarned about this cerermonial visit. To him he delivers the smitor’s
request. The marriage offer is then passed on to the girl by the foreman.

The patterns of social relstionships, to be sure, are thanging, starting
with the younger generations; young men and womer work and serve
side by side in the economic and military unid, they study together,
in the constcuction battalions boys and girls work togesher on the rvads,
dams, and bridges; they have come a long way along the road from an
agrarian society to an industrial state, yet the rew situation is carefully
weighed apainst the demands of traditior aad ceremony. Even this
ever-increasingly urbanized. culture cetains cerisin of ithe cheracteristics
and patterns that have kept the foundations of the rural society imtact.

In a country exposed to constant annihilztary attack, where procuction
is carried on wi'h great difficulty and is makeshift, :1 is important to
hold on to every institution from the past besring witness to the life
force of the people, Social intercourse, for example, is marked by mutual
politeness, by an appreciation of older peeple, by friendliress toward
children. This behavisr detesm:nes the social tone and makes for security,
pride, and calm. It leaves its mark on facial expressions, on gestures.
It makes for the smiles and laugbter accompanying every conversation.

The city, the ctenter exposed to comprehensive desiruction, its out-
skirts growing out of ruins and rubble, smashed bridges and roads, also
has its special tone, which reverberates in waves through the streets.
This sound is composed of the many voices, of the whispering passage
of many bicycles, the dingling of many bicycle kells. the shrilling of the
cicadas and bits of song sung or whistled, fragments always leading on
to bits of another meledy. The young girls, riding two to a bike or walk-
ing arm in arm down the street, wear their long har hanging down
their backs or braided under wide, pointed straw hats The young men
in military uniforms, tropical helmets camoufilaged with leaves, also
often walk hand in hand or one with his hand on the other’s shoulder.
Their rubber-soled sandals make their steps soundless. Conversation
among the men is intimate, almost delicate, and they embrace on meet-
ing and give each other a brotherly kiss on parting and among the
women, 100, thére is a similar physical intimacy, yet men and women
keep their distance when they meet or converse. Only in the parks,
by. the lake, do couples sit holding bands, he with his military gear at
his side, she in her working-girl's blouse.

There 1s no visit, no conversation, that does not begin with the tea-
drinking ceremony and questions about health and family, about the
age of the children, about their interests and what they want to do when
they grow up. The general image of the persan one is talking with is
first established before one comes to questions of politics, socjology, art,
and literature. As these preliminaries prcceed a sease of ‘relaxation
arises, a social relationship is projected, one feels oneself to be in the
home of a host who is concerned about his guest’s well-being, whether
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the meeting occurs in an official institution or in a jungle hut. involved
in this willingness to come halfway, in this openness toward each other,
is a practical awareness. Extreme punctuality is expected of the visitor,
the visit is limited to a definite span of time, and there is no opportunity
for improvisation.

These modes of behavior, at once polite and strict, intimate but disci-
plined, arereflected in speech, prose, and poetry.

The word “I” has 15 different variations, depending on whom you
are talking $0. With a superior, an older person, the way of expressing
“I” is different from that with a friend, a younger person. With his
students the teacher refers to himself not as “I” but as “the teacher.”
“I” = Toe also means “servant” and in earlier times was used as a sign
of submission.

There is no “you” and *“thou.” When addressing someone else the third
person is used — e.g.: “I say to the honorable sir” = Cu or “I say to the
comrade” = Dong Chi. The husband addresses his wife as “younger
sister” = Em, the wife her husband as “older brother” = Anh.

Even today in the villages children are not addressed by their own
names. Cut of respect for the spirits, which may do a child harm or kid-
nap him, a cover name is used. A girl whose name means “pearl” is
addressed as “cow.” The child is aware that he has another given name
but responds to the nickname. Thus, the spirits are outwitted. Avoidance
of the given name can lead to the following ceremonial exchange:

The wife calls out to the rice field: Who calls for whom

The husband answers: Who is who

The wife shouts back: Who calls and to whom does someone answer

The husband calls: Who answers

The women responds: He who calls for his wife.

In the monosyllabic Vietnamese language most words have six mean-
ings. Only by tonal variation can’ these differences within the word be
brought out:

Ma, with a falling sound: But
Ma, with a rising sound: Cheek
Ma, drawn out: Horse

Ma, interrogatively: Coffin

Ma, short: Bush

Ma, tonelessly: To play

The words of the Vietnamese language, simple in their basic from, rich
in intonations, arising out of pictorial symbols, still preserving their ideo-
graphic character, are used poetically in a way that makes translation
difficult. Because of the lack of verbs the meanings of words are estab-
lished through context. The rich possibilities of rhyme and word play
come out both in songs and in conversation. In the so-cdlled frog poem
one sentence hops to the next: the first speaker sets the theme, the sec-
ond has to cap it in rhyme, the third must continue it, and so on, until
the last one in the round brings it to a conclusion.
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In the villages during the harvesting, while the rice s being tbreshed
or during other activities, choruses and single voxres can often be beard,
singing to one another and being answered ir: verse. Here it happens the
rhymes are often consiructed in a jour-syllable measure.

The classic poetic Jorm consists of successive six- and eight-gyllable
lines. Within each line there is a precisely messured rhythm of soft and
hard intonations. The rhyme jumps from the lIast syllable of the six-
syllable line to the sixth syllable o? the eight-syllable line, and from the
last syllable at the end of the lire, where & new rhyme is establ:shed,
to the end of.the following six-syllable line.

————— +
————— +— +
————— +

————— +— ¢+

————— +
B s L
_____ +

P e e

Nguyen Dinh Thi e¢alls this rhythm, this melody, waich is found all
through the Vienamese language, the lyric wird.

The greatest of the classical poems, Kieu, is known everywhere through
oral transmission. This work, by Nguyen Du, was writien at the begin-
ning of the 19th century, when the feudal masters were reestablishing
their power with France’s help. It describes the way a woman leaves
her lover and sells herself into a brothel to pay off her family’s debts.
Behind the succession of woes that carry her to the brink of death and
finally to miraculous salvation stands Vietnamese society itself at the
beginning of the capitalist stage, although here moved back into Middle
Kingdom times. The people recognized themselves in the sufferings of
Kieu. In difficult times people have turned to the poem as to some book
of miracles and would have their futuve told by z soothsayer from words
picked out at random.

French, English, and German translations offer renderings of varying
value but bring across nothing, unfortunately, of the poem'’s peculiar
melodic quality.

An example should clarifs the word structure of a few-lines of the

Kieu poem:




Buon trong cua/bien chicu hom Nguyen Dinh Thi says, ‘Whanever 1 hea- this verse, shivers run

Sadness look Soor evening late through me.” -
S:d{‘y > 1 look harbor g The politicisn or soldier who also writes kas always been a familiar
see her sea figuze in Viet Nara A de2p relationship to poetry is a characteristic of

the people. Everybady can repeat excerpts from the Kieu epic in recita-

Thuyen ai thap thoang cinh buom xa xa tive. Contemrsplating this eouniry’s powers of resistarce, again and again
Boat which  appears vanishes wing sail far fa;d we are struck by 1's cultural continuity.
i wide
s AL :,11‘::;:}1 Raw Material for &8 Pyam by To Huu
: nuoc moi sa To Huu was born in 1920 in Hue. At the age of 16 he entered the urder-
g:;n Ss :::,?(g ;i:: water new sink ground struggie. At 25 he successfully led the uprising at Hue. Since
Sad?e [ look peaks waves  again foam 1960 he has been oae of the party secretaries. Many see in him the coun.
2 see her again and try’s leading poet. His vo:ce has developed with the revolution. Schcoled
again in political struggte trom early years, he is always teeking a synthesis
to translate th2 intensiiy of his own experience and vision into concrete,
Hoa troi man méc biet la ve dau everyday ]anguage.
Flower put without end know be where where After the victory over French colonialism he belonged, as a party
forth member, to the fation of the dissatisfied and muck criticized. At that
Flowers aimless unknown whither time most of the writers and artists who had taken part in the resistance
struggle had chan;ed their calling and way of life They had become:
Buon trong ngon co T30 rao government officials, functionaries, army cadrg leaders. .'I‘hey were, more-
Sad look k ass withered wither over, subject to strict military discipline, which permitted scarcely any
e °1° Kk Pe:ls gr o Al activity. When they demanded conditions riecessary for their work they
el ;eeooher pe g{:lslfs s ran ‘nto bureaucratic lack of understancing.

In 1955 there wis a fundantental discussion in tke writers union of
authors® workiag conditions and beyond this of the question of freedom
Chsn may mat nuoc mot mau xanh Xanh to publisb, evoked by negative reaction to the poems of To Huu. His

- collection of peems entitled Viet Bac, it was said, lacked class character,

Foot c}l:oud face ::::: fa]:\?/li?\r blye . blue represented F petit-bourgeois kind of poetry, did not reflect reality, and
iny. s\rface. hd ethgr rather lost i:s2lf ia dark pessimistic images.

fazen g This discussion, in the course of which the party leadership admittec

; to having made mistakes in matters of literatare and art, was addition-

Buon trong go Guon mat nhanh ally colored by an awareuess of blunders in land ra2form. The attitude

Sadness look wind tear face quick that led to the reversal of eérror with respect to art and literature is

Sadly I look fall heavily expressed in a proclamation of Ho Chi Minh's in August 1956 criticizing

see her false measures ir. land refcrm: “Mistakes must be made good energet:cal-

ly and systematically. Mistakes that can be corrected at once must be

. ; corrected at once. Mistakes which cannot be made good at once must

Am am teng song len quanh  ghe  ngol be made good after appropriate investigation. We must consolidate our

make make voice river rise about chair sit success and eliminate defects.”

noise noise To Huu's opposi:ion to intellectual narrowmess, to bureaucracy, and

T also his eternally watchful self-criticism all carry weight when the rela-

roar rises all place sitting tionship between policy and art and the socialist thesis of party direction

up about place of artists ccme up for discussion. The argument about basis and super-

] structure, about the need for an unequivocal potlitical system and the

circle creation of realistic art forms to protect it, is still undecided. In this

about - dispute the party Jeadership is receptive to argumen:. but the function-
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aries are often unylelding. Conflicts like this are unavoidable in a coun-
try in which art is losing its private, subjective, speculative character
and taléng on a social, pedagogic, and ethical meaning.

To Huu:

Art cannot be regulated by one single decision.

During the last twenty years we have tried in our writings to brin
to light the thought and poetry of the people, for in the people is foun
our democratic tradition, beneath the overlay of the culture of the priv-
ileged ciasses.

n our political effort we have succeeded in assimilating this democratic
idiom. In literary work we have only partially succeeded. Art and liter-
aturd progress more slowly than politics. Our political and military
weapons are supsrior to our poems in swiftness and striking power.

The fighter planes in the sky drown out our words.

On this account our tradition of resistance still finds strongest expres-
sion in the-salvos of our cannon and in our {ighting men.

There is trust in the rifle, the cannon, the hand grenade. Our words
carry elements ¢f uncertainty. Our military operations are prec’sely
synchronized, one after the other. Our writing is a slow circling about,
a listening, an an<wering, as on the Hat Cheo stage.

We speak the language of the peasants. A language rich in invention
but quite limited.

We live far from the advanced world. There are many things we un-
derstand only imperfectly. We do not know how life is in the developed
countries. We do not knew what the conditions are there for the struggle.

Being situated far from the advanced world there is only one possibility
for us. The possibility of using force.

For us there is no path through legalism. We began the struggle in
extreme degradation. From degradation we have progressed to poverty.
From poverty we are working out for ourselves the basic values of
existence. There is much we do not understand.

We do not understand those who measure everything in terms of
money.

We ask ourselves, what else do they have besides money when they
come parachuting down on our country.

Our struggle is different from the one in the Soviet Union, different
from the one in China, in Cuba. Before us lies the Pacific Ccean, and its
name is betrayal. From it comes everything that threatens us, all our
pain.

Behind us, the mountains. Here we must live, between sea and moun-
tains. Here we must hold fast, for us there-is no long march; we must
cling to our own soil.

We have not laid siege to the cities from the.countryside. We have
used the strength of the cities. The peasants’ struggle has been united
with the workers' armed resistance in the cities.

In Cuba the suffering of the people was the same as our suffering.
Yet there the historical process preceding the revolution was much short-

er, stnaller. We love Cuba very much in her hour cf danger.

We talk a lot about patrictism. But what we are fighting for is the
small man’s patriotism, local patriotism. We don't ever forget that in
this war for unity the workers’ parties of the world are at stake. .

While we. are fighting we always keep in mind this goeat latent strength.
We think of the workers, peasants, students, iatelleqtuals of Europe and
America. We had to wait for five years before the people of South Viet
Nam had grasped the situation and stacted to counterattack. In the other
lands of East Asia the conditions for revolutionary struggle have now
been created.

Laos, Thailand, Cambodia will go the same way as Viet Nam. The
Indonesian people will also make a start toward freedcm.

When the fighting is over we will get on with the work of construction
that we started a decade and a half ago.

In our preparations we think of the South. In the South the poisoning
of souls is worse than the physical dying

Women in the South are foerced to trample in the dirt the rights they
have fought for.

Young people are again being forced to de slavish things.

Yet we know from experience that when the revolation comes, the olc
and the corrupt quickly disappear, citen without a sign or sound
" \gle see it every day: many who had just teen livisg in terror become
ighters.

sI‘heir faces change.

The faces of the women in the North are likewise marked by depriva-
tion. They work hard, sleep little. Aad marked, toco, are the faces of the
young soldiers, the pioneers. And yet they mirror strength and confidence.
They are masters of their own lives.

Their sisters and brothers in the South: someday they, too, will be
entitled to rule their own land.

Someday the present struggle shall grow into peaceful activity. Needs
for material goods will arise. Yet these wishes must never get the upper
hand over the thinking, the ideolcgical life.

1f we do not preserve the values of this genuine freedomn, then the
hard-won achievements of the revolution will have been in vain.

When there are cities again, electric light, a tablecloth on the table,
our resistance must be continued; we have to keep an growing, we must
not sink back into quiescence.

Every day of repose is dangerous.

The rebuilding of our unspeakably ravaged land will require the ef-
forts of all living generations.

A pause.

A moment of relaxation.

A legitimate wish.

But the enemy is not yet beaten.

It will be a long time before he is beaten.

We say to them who rise up against the reactionary regimes in their
countries: “You are the majority.” -

When you are in possession of the truth, then you are the majority.




news bemnd
the newe

[JAt dawn on November 19, 1968,
a horrible explosion at the US
Air Force Base, Kadena, sbook
the entire area around Nabs,
Okinawa. A strategic B-52 bomb-
er taking off for the Viet Nam
war zone crashed and its deadly
cargo immediately exploded.
Overcoming their natural fear,
the curious who approached the
base viewed a scene which was
at first incomprehensible to them:
the emergency teams were mov-
ing precipitously, not toward
the flaming remains of the gi-
gantic bomber but rather toward
an area in the exact opposite di-
rection, although close to the
site of the disaster.
Incomprehension quickly gave
way to the truth: the strategic
bomber had crashed a short dis-
tance from one of the most care-
fully guarded spots in Okinawa,
the Chibana munitions depot,
where, as is publicly known, the
North American ocdcupation for-
ces store their nuclear arms.
Had the course of the B-52 va-
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ried slightly, possibly the entire
population — close to a million
inhabitants — of the largest is-
land in the Ryukyu group would
have been wi out.

It is difficult to speak of the
postwar period in Okinawa with-
out recalling condilions in the
islands when Japan surrendered
to the United States.

On September 2, 1945, aboard
the US warship AtisSouri, an-
chored in the bay of Tokyo, when
the representatives of the Japan-
ese Government signed the terms
of unconditional Japanese sur-
render, under the Potsdam agree-
ment, the drama of Olanawa had
reached its zenith.

In March of 1944, a little more
than a year before with some
100 000 soldiers stationed in the
islands,- the military commander,
faced with the imminence or in-
evitability of US invasion, exhort-
ed his troops “t0 die in an hon-
orable defeat.” In July of that

same vear, the evacuation of the
elderly, the womer. and the chil-
dren was ocdered and on August
22, when the Tsushma Maru sail-
ed towa:rd the maia islands with
its cargo of evacuees, a US sub-
marine torpedoed it and 1700 chil-
dren were drcwned.

On Marck 26, 1945, the US
armed forces diserrbarked on Ke-
rama, cpe of the islands near
Ck:nawa, axd on April 1, they
lJanded om the pnincipal island.
A new weapen of tke epoch — the
{flame <hrower -— went into ac-
tion

On Jure 23, the Battle of Ok:-
nawa erded with the suicide of
General Ujishima and his Chief
bf Staff, General Cho, and the
rest is a sinister revelation. In
the battle, 12500 US soldiers,
110000 Japanese soldiers — a

eat number of them Okinawan
orced consripts — and 160 ¢00
cnéiéiars Lining on the islards
diec.
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If this was Okinawa's wartime
quota, how much worse to have
to provide a supporting sacrifice
in the postwar period. While on
the main Japanese islands the US
occupation assumed other charac-
teristics, in Okinawa the will of
the congueror and his aims, the
imperialist domination of Asia,
were unequivocably manifested.

Okinawa constituted and con-
stitutes the ideal base from which
US bombders can reach objectives
in China, USSR, North Korea and
all of Indochina. And if this
characteristic is also applicable
to other US bases in the area,
there is an element that is special
to Okinawa, and that is that the
group of islands has the only US
military installations in the Far
East situated where Washington
holds absolute control — that is
to say, where it does not depend,
as in Viet Nam or Korea, on the
stability or instability of the
puppet regime in office.

Because, since the end of the
war, Okinawa has been ruled by
a completely military government
— the Military Administration of
the Ryukyu Islands up to 1850.—
and from then on, the Civil Ad-
ministration whose supreme chief
has always been the US High
Commissioner designated by the
US Secretary of Defense. And the
General in command of the US
armed forces stationed on the is-
land has always remained under
his jurisdiction.

A “Government of the Ryukyu
Islands” has been set up, with a
chief executive and a Diet; but
the real power resides in the
North American chief under Ex-
ecutive Order Number 10713, is-
sued by the United States Gov-
ernment, which in section 11 (a)
states: 1

The High Commissioner may,

if such actions are considered

necessary to the fulfillment of
his mission, promulgate laws,

DKINAVWA

arders and regulaticms.

The Bigk Comnissioner may,
i such action is sonsicered in-
portant in its direct or indirect
effects on the secucity of ihe
Ryukyu Islands, or on relaticms
with foreign countries and in-
ternational crganizations con-
cerning the Ryukyu Islands, ox
US foreign relations cr on the

security, the progerty or inter-

ests of the United States or its
nationals, n relalion to the
laws, decrees =nd furctioas,
depending on. the case:

1) veto whatever decree or
whatever part or portion there-

2) annul] whatever law o1
whatever part or pertion of it
within 45 days following its
ulgation; and
) 1emove any public official
{rom his post.
The High Commissioner could
assume twtally or partiaily, the
exercise of complete suthority

aver the islands if such assump-
tion ol author:ty is considered es-
sentia} for reasoas of securiy.
It was with these powers that,
on Cctober 1, 1949, the day on
which the People’s Republic of
China was born, Major General
Sheeis became High Commission-
er of the Ryukyus and sterted
the cons#ruction of permanent
militazy iastallafions on the is-
Jands, for the financing of which
the Government of the United
States would hawve to approve an
nitial budget of $50 000 000.

The San Francisco Peace Treaty

_April 28 is “Okinawa Day.” On
this day, in 1952 the San Fran-
cisco Peace Treaty went into ef-
iect, signed by 19 countries on
Septermber first of the preceding
year in that US city.

Fcr the Okinawans, April 28
is really the day of humiliation,
Japan recovered :ts independence
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in exchange for the martyred is-
lands, first in war, then in peace.
John Foster Dulles, the ineffable
creator of the “policy of contain-
ment” of the People's Republic
of China, put his seal on clause
3 of the Treaty. Under this clause
the United States reserved the
right to request control over the
islands thyough 2 United Nations
trusteeship. In any case, Wash-
ington would exercise complete
and unlimited rule over the
Ryukyus.

In addition to this grotesque
figure of international “law,”
Dulles added that Japan would
retain a “residual sovereignty”
over the dismembered terratory.
Never has anyone been able to
explain the significance oi the
term “residual sovereignty” to
which Dulles gave birth.

Moreover, the true monstrosity
was the contradictory position in
which the Okinawa inhabitants
remained. From the point of

view of the US Government of
the Ryukyus, the Japanese — ex-
cept for those on Okinawa it-
self — are foreigners and require
permission of the authorities to
visit the islands. From the point
of view of Japan, the Okinawans
are Japanese who need fulfill no
requisites at ail to visit the other
Japanese islands. Nevertheless,
the US military authorities can
— and have done so against op-
porents of the occupation — deny
Okinawans permission to leave
Okinawa.

A well.known case is that of
Kamejiro Senaga, President of
the People®’s Party and recently
elected representative to the Jap-
anese Diet who on 16 occasions
was refused permission to leave
Okinawa.

North American civilians, for
their part, can enter and leave
the Ryukyu Islands freely al-
thcugh they need permission to
prolong their stay more than
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30 days. Morecser, they can be
arrested only by the military
police, while tke Oxina®ans can
be arrested by the US military
police and by the Ryukyu island
police &8s we;.

This 3s the situation for the
Japamese citizens who live in
Okirawa, under the stipulations
of tbe San Frarxcisco Peace Trea-
ty. This is why Apcil 23 is the
day of humilmtion for Okins-
wans.

Bases on Stolen Land

According to data available, up
to 1969 there were 117 North
American militacy bases on Ok:-
nawa occupying 311 km', oc 4%
of the arable land of the island
territory.

On these lands, the US militar-
ists have cansfructed mot only
airfields, militacy depots and in-
stallations of vazious kinds, but
also football fields, goli courses,

swimaing pools and other areas
of recreatioa, and housing zones.
Forty thousand small, middle and
large landowners have been dis-~
possessed in order to lodge this
gigantic North American suburb.
ere is ax anecdote that illus-
trates how these lands passed
into North American hands.

On December 5 1663, in the
morning, the peasants of the vil-
lage of Gushikawa had a dis-
agreeable sjurprise when they
rezched. their plois of land for
their habitval daily work. Their
sweet potaiees and cabbage, ready
to be harvested, were uprooted
and mixed with thke tossed earth
on both sides of a new rcad
opened thrcugh the fields. Some
300 meters away the motors of
a bullcozer roared, while the
operator, engrossed in his labor,
scarcely noted the presence of the
astonished witnesses. When 1he
operatoy of the machine ignored
the peasants’ pleas urging him fto
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stop the destruction, they went
back to the village and rang the
bells of the Government House
and called together all the in-
habitanis of the village to tell
them what had happened. A little
later, several hundred men, wo-
men and children, interrupted
the work in the fields and the
bulldozer operaior, intimidated
by the presence of so many peo-
ple, stopped the machine around
which the protesters had gathered
to prevent it from working, and
to demand the presence of the
zonal military commander, one
Ogden.

But Ogden didn’t come. Instead,
300 soldiers armed with rifles
appeared in several trucks, one
of which carried a machine gun
which was promptly set in place
on a nearby hill. The soldiers im-
mediately fired on the peasant
group, the women and children,
and beat them with the butts of
their rifles until they drove them
off the land after a fierce but

useless resistance.

There was no compensation
for the loss of their crops, since
the land requisitioned was des-
tined for the construction of an
installation vital to the “free
world.” It was there that the air-
port of Naha was built, the same
one over which a B-52 blew up
at dawn on November 19, 1968,
the day on which a million in-
habitants of Okinawa were on
the brink of extinction,

{JBecause of its topography,
Chile has always had a physical
imbalance between useiul land
and total area. Of more than
75000 000 hectares in the coun-
try, apart from the Antartic, only
12 000 000 hectares are useful for
farming and livestock, and of
these only $250 000 are devoted
to agriculture. Another 12000 000
hectares are classified as forest
exploitations and/or reserves, but
the figure is not reliable because
of the indiscriminate felling of
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many forests without the least
reforestation. and because of
fires, etc.

In Chile there are four agri-
cultural-livestock se¢iors: the
small proprietors and rumifund-
ists who own up to five hectares,
with 190000 farms and 367 of
the land; the 2000 peasant bold-
ings — including the thousand
farms that the goverament ex-
propriated this year — created.
by the present Agrarian Reform
Law and which comprise 22.65;
the middle-sized fammers, owners
of five to eight basic kectares of
irrigated land, witn 33500 farms
and 35.3%, and {inally tre 2830
latifundists who will aet be ex-
propriated this year, with 32.5%
of the land. These figures ewv:-
dence an imbalance in land ter-
ure.

It is proposed that the maxi-
mum potenial be produced from
the land, which is generally
badly used bacause of the low
technical level of its exploitation.

The Leritage is an extensive agri-
cultural system w:th little capital
investment, low p:oductivity and
Jow return. In recent times, the
big fcrtunes have not been made
m the countryside but in com-
merce and indust:y. The growth
of agriculture has been less, up
40 now, than popalation grovrth
This :s evicent when we see that
:n the fiveyear period 1933-39
Ch:le annually exported agricul-
:ural produce valued at $30 mil-
iion and imcported a total valned
at $15000 600. In recent years,
Chile has exporied this same
amourt bui imported $200 000 000
w~orth of goods. At present the
problem is more acute because
*he increased puichasing power
of the masses, resulting frcm
measares taken to slow down the
rate of inflation — which until
a few morths tefore Peotle's
Unity took office was very se-
rious — creates a greater demand
for food.

Mocenver, in the national bud-
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get, the amount for agriculture
has gore up to 8% of the total,
while in the previous regime it
was less than 4%. This budget is
fulfilled with internal credit.
There is a c¢redit from the
IDB (Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank) for $40000 000 and
another $30000000 for cattle
raising is bein negotiated with
the World Bank, but this is not
yet certain. Naturally, further
resources are needed. With
greater resources come greater
acceleration of agrarian reform
and technical advances.

Some 520 farms have been ex-
propriated and there is news on
this every day. The total area
expropriated up to now is more
than 1500000 hectares. This
rhythm is a rate six times greater
than that of the Frei government
in its six years in office. Any
farm remaining in private hands
that does not plant can be inter-
vened by the government in ac-

cord with the provisions of the
law in force.

It is clear that the present Law
of Agrarian Reformn has limita-
tions. The zeform must operate
by zones and not by farms, with-
out indemnnity for private own-
ers of natural forests because the
forest is a natural creation and
its sole owrer is the nation, the
people; the lapse between the
decision to expropriate a farm
and its execution must be short-
ened since, because of existing
legalities, it is now delayed three
months and sometimes more.
Agrarian reforms are like sur-
gical operations, they cannot be
carried out slowly or the patient
may die in the process. is is
the position of the People’s Unity
Government. It hopes to complete
the reform in two or three years
at most, and intends to propose,
at the appropriate time, a new
law that may be delayed in Con-

gress.
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As far as the state farms are
comncerned there is a government
deeision to cmeate one this year
with the 500 900 hectares expro-
pristed {from the Tierra del Fuego
cattle company and ancther wth
the 260000 hactares of the for-
estal ccmplex o®Panguipulli, and
twa or three fanms w:th breeding
cattie. They will surely be model
farms in all seases

The problem of the Mapuche
Indians requizes a solution paral-
lel to that cf agrarian reform,
with a special law that cannot
be the present ore. Such a law
will be sent to Congress soon,
modifying leg:slation and serving
to erase the whole history that
this governmerit has enced, ac-
celerating the process of restitu-
tion of the laads usurped over a
long period irom the Mapuche
community by its neighbors. Ir
general, the ‘“fence movings’

(changing of boundaries) and oc¢-
cupation of Jand which the Mapu-
ches have carried out and which
have been denounced by the

rightist ogposition have been on
farms tha! formerly belonged to
ithem and from wvhich they were
slegaliv removed after the paci-
fication of Araucania at the turn
o! the century when the Chilean
and foreign settiers were much
favored over th2 aborigine; of
Arauco in land cistribution.

The governmenat supports the
organization of peasants in na-
tional, provincial and community
councils democralically set up by
the peasznt organizations and
the peasants. The objective is
that these council participate,
through a dialogue with the gov-
ernment, m the development of
agracian plans znd policy, that
not only ihe technicians or bdu-
Teaucrats decide but that they
develop together the formula-
tion and fvifdlment of the plans
that are approved. Agravian re-
form is one of the fundamental
elemenis of this task undertaken
by People’s Unity, and of what
President Allende called ‘‘the
second independence of Chile.”
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