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ƒ̬ٖ́ Įİİ̢ˬ͒Ểɒٖ ̂]ٖ ֳٖ�س �£M��ٖ
��8�ٖ �Ô��ٖA�)*ٖΧٖ �J;�:Õˤٖ ĥÊ̳̓Ĳƛòٖ
ƒ̩ٖ̃˭ƙ̺̣Į͓ƚ̊ɓٖ ͟�ٖ Ìs͵¾�ٖŔ�ǙPٖ
(�ٖ iٖ .��C¾
ٖ ā�»Ó�<ٖ (¬ٖ �¦�ٖ ђŘ��ū�Ԟّ
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˦�̇Œ�ŚÜց ŁÑÕց �̵�ց �
����û�Ƣ»ց#�χ�Јʿց
�˧ճց ĖÁ˙ց ƶHѩͳ)@�²ց ч�ɬ.�Љӏǝց ψ�ʻ
ť�ց
ʝ��_.ց )ωшũą՞���²ց $)�ʖ̶�ѪҐց �Њ#ց 	Ӊ̷ļƖց
��ĳb:Ĉ}!ց �Łց �̸�ց ԺЩrʹ"}̉ց 1)ЪщS�Ǻց

ǎÃx;2ց Ի�_ց �ց fÅ̊ց !2Ėǧʄ�ʗţց $�ց �̹"ґց
Ɨ�O͗§ïց Լɭԛ�ց 	*ց ϊ�.�ց ɂȰ^ӫk̋��ց Խ̺�Ïց
L�ϋQʼց æHþ*���`!ց ʅѫ�͵)ց �ӬƢց f�$Կ˚�Ïց
ȨGʾ�¡ց �Ŷʽց Ȼ�Ͷ�.�ɮ5ց (Íց Ƀ�ƉӍό7êѬծ
ġʞ$�ä
�ց ǿȌȈȅvց ĦD�ց �ƭΙ+\̌ց ș]Ћ̍q�Ғғց
´�rJ՟Ûց ��Wʘ������°ց ы���ŝ��ց ��ţ�ց JD�ց��



ʁ�/�բ ��0 8բ �ß�բ �Ӥ�1բ ��!�բ ѕ�	*Շ��բ
��¶�բ 
��բ ʚʬʛբ �Й�բ �ʭʜբ ˦� �/բӸÔΗіe
DM/ բ sQբ 0˕���1�Əբ ®Ո�Ӂ��6Û�Ϫբ �¸Չբ
�%��ȋ��Đ��
�+բ ÕÇ���Aγ�ñբ ʸI�բ 	�ĲΘe
���#��
�բ �6բ ϡ�%
բ ©��)բ �)��]բ V��¹��բ
��բ 
�
բ Ҽ�[iբ �!բ ���բ ʮ�¹�Ȍň#̛��#բ Ĵ�]բ
Nlբ ȭɇɀȿǹբ ¨���բ ӹ�
�բ E)�բ Ǖ�B��ŀբ9Պ"�t���#�	��Rբ ��բ Ӻ��Dբ İƹˏբ $xLӂ¨ϫȮ3Ƒȗբ
ɽ�բ T��բ �բ 
,ķNa�բ ����բ ̓Ģ9բ ���բ fĞϬԺ
ƒ'0���բʝ�&ҢÇ«բ ɾ�բĵ��բ*ͱ
բ�Кː�ԛբїՋ]Ä�բ
ǖ)�$)բ &�`Ӄ�
Wբ 
�բ 4�բ �,ՌǑ�Ėբ ȯɌ-bբ
���'ĳ´0��
�˳բ D����Ú�1�ïբ 9�ϑ���բ IƋ͏Iբ
.)�բ ULa+�	բ �!բ D��®�̹sJբ ��
�Ϣ�·
Ơ-բ
ǖ�
�բ ʞ�ϊ��ң^0բ �/�բ .�ʂWȘբ���բ ƺ�ՍѼĤ��բ
.��
բ �l�ªբ ˂�բ ��D>Л�Ͳ��բ Y�ϭ
¯բ
ÎԜբ 
���բ :��GP�:èǺբ ���բ ј��ÁϒՎբ �Տբ 4d��բ
���1�ѽ���բ �Æ!j�]��òբ É�2բ ��Ƅ�բ Ł
բ Ǘ��բ
Ï�#��a:�Ïբ úǞբ ��ϣբ ğ���]�բ "�Xբ Ĥ�2t
��:'��&PÇբ �Ź�բ ]����´�1Ý�
�բ ļբ4'Րբ .Ô�բ
Ë�	��Ǥ�բ ���l�բ ӻ��բ ��ģlբ �δ{�Ι˴�.��բ
Ĵ��6բ �)�բ Ê�ӥ�	Мē�1�բ ��Ya�Xբ �Ô�բ
ʹ���Đ�m�բɧ�:�L	�
��ºբǘ�
�բ
x�բɯ�Ĳt
�K#�̮%�բ �Gբ Ë�Đ����º«բ
ɷ0բ 
H��բ ĥ�9���բ ���բ Ë�A-ԝբ ÎƲ�Ց��բ

hˤ�ĥ�� 0�;բ !�¤բ �բ 3��EJ�\��
բ Ӽǣ-yբ
+��բ �%�Çբ ʟ�đƊ�
�1բ ú��բ ��3�բ ǙƅFͳբ
ɚ��#�Ľբ Ō�&�բ �/Wբ Ƒ�,�բ D��љ��բ
˧� �1բ q���MԹ�6 բ ��Òբ 3�,��'�բ ՒՓ¸t
��ѷ'�#$��բ �`բ $�/��+s
Vբ �¼3�εJζ��բ
T�
�բ f)�6"բ ˥�բ U�Ű�+բ �Ʋբ ���բ -y�բ
ë�����բ �/Vբ $�B	�$�#���բ �!բ -��բ
��'	��բ �ӄ  �ǅ-��բ �
� ��
բ ��,Eªșբ
ʺ���բT��բ
8�բ4N ����բ p@����7^�բ�����	
�'!`�	
Wբ UԞբ �ċ�բ f�1 	��3բ ʠ�,��òբ
ö��բ ņ+��Œ1բ 9'��?±բ _������ǥբ �!k�,�Rբ


�բ��¨�	�բ �-.�#è��/բ GqĞƓբ[���բ �
Kıćî
 ���բ ��Wբ à�
բ ��$$��ţբ Gğ2բ ��?±ðբ .IՔǟբ
U� �%բ ��բ 4A��ϋբ �'�բ ˖ű�´+բ �%բ �բ UΚ բ
Ķ��Țբ óբ ľբ !բö8�բ 4� ����բ �%�բ ��R
բ �Ȱ���Н$բ �բ
�����բ \���բ ��	§ ű���բ �/բ �HÚ�բ ƺ�&�¼wբ
ĵ�	�բ ���բ ��	Ǐ����բ �Ĉ��/��բ 
	�ϮԻ
!�	�բ �0$	����բ �%բ f��vǌ��˗բ �l�բ *H�բ
 	���բ G���բ ��	'  ��բ �jբ ˇțբ ɔ�0Օ�ϓբ
�Ėբ Ō�	$�ȍɑD	��բ ȱɈɁɂբ �lբ �ʹ�բ 7�Ӆ,�̝բ
�!բ T��˵�բ ���	�բ T�	�բ �T�բ .���Jբ
~
�
�Ȏì���բ ����	 ǫ �ơ
q��բ ��,�ό�բ
�!բ ���բ Ķ�	đ�9�բ �7$�ϯQ�%���բ ĴΛ�Hբ
R
	�¶��բ �0բ �!Ó�$��բ �a�բ ��
�ú�Û�xԼ
[�/��բ �/Vբ $���'	�բ �!բ �PÞբ ���ÁRբ"�̃բ��

4ıR�+>��Ǳբ �#wբ �)
բ ʊ�9�P�բ Ֆ̚Αբ Ġ!բ
ʃ�0��Ѿķբ ȲɉɃɄբ �%բ ��
բ Ѹs����ġ1բ �!բ
!��Wբ �'QQ�ԟբ -�բ
�5բ �
"-�óբ
ʻ)�բ ˈ�R
բ ɕ�?±^�բ ��2'²²�
բ ӽ�3բ

#н�բ c+Əªբ ѹ'�Ƣ��
���Ӧ��Ԡբ U�Y͐�ˑ,բ ���
��B�բǕ����DB���ǻբ �-բë��բѺ§�՗Ł.�rȳĳ
e
�ķբ ���)�9բ ���/բ �¨�	բ 4�̈́�2�բ ϰբ ãb��e
�#;�ĥ�a��ƣ$�բ ɸ?W��ľբ Ǫ�բ ˒ä�ġњ՘ՙբ���Ӿ
Wբ �A�"��2բ ¯


	�Ƅà����¹բ η{բ
!�:�%Ųբ Ҥ��բ ,�Q9����ӧ
բ [���ӆKC�բ �Ŭբ
���բ QcJ�:�բ �ßşբ 
I
բ �K\ªբ �Ⱦ̄բ �y�íբG�Ӈ�³�բ Lբ D�����7��բ Î��-�
բ �Y�Ƌ#��բ �՚�բ
f�� ,���բ Ê�ĳ�	�Ɣ�6.բ �#�բ `�Ah�Šբ ȴ�բ
��բ æ��	�"�Ȝբ ʘ�
բ ġ/��բ ӿ��բ �͵�բ ɳ�Өe
�&?Ĕ�#�բ jģ&$�Vբ �cբ [�đ�բ ��՛�բ
$�?v��3��#�բ A�͑�2Ð� Yբ E�̲ �_�z�ϱΜ$բ
w�Ƙ^Ƥ��բ �`բ 
��բ £��£��բȝբ �ąբ ˉĄ�rբ
ł�+ų��Èբ D����������Èբ ���Ǽբ ȵ�բ Ö"þբ r�բ
7�#v�Ð�բ �H�բ V�\�º�բĆ�Kբ�)�բA��
��
բ
�`բ ���բ ;
E��1���óբ

ő��բ 	�P����բ Ŭ�¤ü�¯բ �ėբ ˓́���բ
ł��ų��բ �J�zYբ ©N
yբ �)�բ ŸB�Ԁθ1Ųբ
���ȏɹ6ÐM�բ ϲ���·�/éբ G�	բ 2�P��~�3ǽբ
©��Õ�&^ë��բ �!բ ɩϳ�2ć�0:ԡĹբ ��hñðբ
!�	7�Wբ �ƹ�àբ ���բ π��Ϥբ  �-
Rբ�¸բ ˘ϥ�բ ÄI�բ
õ
�.��բ �1�բ �8�բ £��QJ�բ 4	�ı͒)�բ ҥ՜�բ
¬�\Ĕ'����բ P�LX
2�բ 4�h¶բ �+F�բ �y�ΝAբ
\�w��Ŀբ
ö��բ �
&s  J�բ ���բ @¨�,բ ���բ $¼՝z�]�բ

$�n
�+���բ Ǘ��ċբ 2�+�T��բ ǑΞ͓�Ǎ¤բ
�%�բ �͔^�#��բ 
���բ 4�:¶Y	c'ƣ�բ c!բ
�ӈĈ�բ ƕ���բ �
	İ͕͖�
�Ǿբ �H�բ ʡ"B
�բ
˰� ^#բ �
�բ Q	�ä�2�-��#բ !�&բ �yÒբ
É�s9�Hբô
��¤��բɪ������0�բ��բ4�բZ��šբ
�?բ ɬ�4	Ӊ�	ԢȐʑ�A7Hբ ȶɊɅɆȞբ ȟբ
ʼ��բ ���h���/3բ ǚ�	�բ 7�ϴϵ բ ϶բ

�x
բ \�V��բ �Óբ Lբ w��ћ
àÛ%ćբ �˶�0¼Ɩ�˷բ
7,��ƍ�բ �¹�բ .��բ D�	M��'�բ 3´�§�*�b%բ
Ǧ_q�����բ 4Ǣբ  	�T�º�բ ��ã�6̅C¸_�բ bƥբ
˃�բ �\Q�¤�����\Ŀբ ɴ��¨ªբ Uså;�+�բ
)�wբ ^J	����բ U��?բ �ƚќ���;բ �¡բ Fy̞բ
D�оQ��բ �%šբ ��բ 
H���բ Ķ��բ �XX�¯բ F��բ
\@ƥ��,�s�բ ÿ�!��$�բ �Ԙp�/;��ӟ]
բ ¼Gբ
�բ .��'��О�բ �����	 �!բ ,'ƻ����� U�t
7�§��բ �!բ �H�բ ô��>	Ė��%�ǧ�բ ѝ��O��բ
�Gբ ®�1
�/'�Xբ �Ġ�
����ªբ T�-�բ ­��+�բ
�mXբ ��¶��
�%«բ ʽ��բ Ma��q#�ϔբ �Ơÿբ
ͅ�	�Ο aբ D�������բ �Óբ �x�բ ô���	�[�0�բ
T�	�բ '?��Kբ $��
Mmǌ�'�բ ä	���ӊ	�բ
5@ �@ 6�':3�$�@ �/(0�@ *�@ 1;+��3@ �4@ �.<�=�!�%7@

8)@ �,-2'> #�6�"?@ ��@��@ 
	�@��
@ ����@ ��@
&*9��@

!ҕ@·բ Ҧ��բ �ĕã
	Ü���R*ĪȠբ ɺ+բ ҧΒΠ�բ ��
Ӌ�t
���%ǿբ �ź
բ ʢ÷æ��բ ;�ýƌĀ�Ñբ �Ҩ�բ [˙�ęբ
�οբ M%բ .85բ �ϕ�v��@%Īբ �8bӌ�Ţբ Î�բ �½բ
U	��Ǝբ �8Cբ ɛ�%�&���բ Ϸ¾ ƳÁ�ƐǠբ |̺բ
p¿Ǜ�ǁբ Lßţբ ͆ƴ9բ *H��բ Ē"ÜĀբ ̆oԁ{բ ��~բ
�Þ̟:.@å��բ ўпÞιŝǟբ �!բ §ĘO.�Āբ j}�áFբ œ{°բ
ȩ�Ðρǎ��Ɣ���Sբ ԂĎE)բ �rͶ
2բ �Ck*բ œ{°բ
X�ϸģ̂K�-NŞբ џŕ	*���«բ ɒh˸d	̇�Ęĉբ �½բ
��M�Ȁբ Ď/բ ʯE�F��բ ĵ�(՞�բ �Ē�CÂư��ςǒ(բ
Ê@Ĳ�ǁ+·�+�բԃ��բȁѶ��3ƅûJ̳ĺբ �I̠բŏ�ƽ�ԣբ
TbÆ��բ G�2͗<բ 5��hF�9˚�բ u�ȼĎÌ6ý̵բ ǙƆ�ȫբ
��ğ��բ £�,�O��բ 	��;Ԥբ �oբ RČ�Ťբ � 
µԽ
­��Ϲǎ0��ĕբ �6;բ `�͘×Åբ �ͷ(բf¿»²	CS~բ
σ�µm-�íբ ìOF͸բ ���բ ʣL¥Åԥբ "¢̈բ (ǔ�ȷǒ�բ
�բ :�ĕИ�¢բ Ϻ���ƓӍϻբ Ѡ]єĉ,�[Ɨ̷
�!բ ±Úө�?Yբ ԄxŔ�
Ǔ�&բ ħ̡ϩ�jբ ǜ��բ ѡр�e
��4�iբ �cբ ǆ͹5բ ã
�Ѣ��բ©µ�ͺբ -I<բ �O��r�°բ
p�Ǜ�9�բ Äͻ�բ õE�.��բ �ПτĞǡբ ǍzW�¥բ ҩͼ(բ
ņ6�NL¸բ ɜ�{����ǏǆM�ºբĻ k�Ţ�	�ϖբ �ęբ
?���Ȃբ ӎ1Nè�KԦբ �%բpB�˹��˺�ñբˁΐ�բʤ�ѿ�ԧբ
̉�7���ťբ �Ҫբ ǚ�ӏ�Šբ �"ϼ£÷�͙ բ Ƴlբ ��~բ
�ԅƤբ ѣ	� ¥"ϽƘ�բ �̻բ Ѥ
�ѥϗ�ǨSբ ̊<t
[b$B�hǢբ �ǃբ �ͽ�բ �Ʀ�Ԩբ u�ҽ�q0���Ӫ�բ �âբ
���բ ˻Ն�?YA���ȃբ !�Ű)Fբ �I
բ ­@»ĈA
��բ ��բ
���բ [�N1բ �¢�ƙԩբ ԆΖƐiբ ��բ �×
բ ��Ɨ̸
���iբ 5ԙp�R�%͚բ ]��ü*͇|1ŔħԸբ Ĥŕ	Ǉ�<�բ
��ϐ�բ �x�բʄ�Ě�բ ʰ�0 �բ "+Ïբ�ǜ����
2Ìբ
TÕ�$�բ I"ÿբ �x
բ ��ƕ�բ hJÌ��բ U^���բ �ėāբ
p¿Pƍv���բ �Sբ �³�բ ɝ�ėŴ&̶Sբ ʥ�K.ǠĽբ
ő��բ É�Ӑ&��բ Ê�#�Ҁ�Ϙբ ɫ�����@»3բ

ź��Xբ ���§���Р��ӑ�ϙԪբ �сբ *y
բ ʐ�ԇ̢2բ
ɵ����բ �`բ ʦ�Ƽ����5С�բ �+þբ �)5բ ʍC͛Ծ
��J�����բ ɓ���Ĕ4���˔�բ �Ěբ �Iiբ ʱ��r��ïբ
2�V'v
Vբ .Ö
բ ­�lYB���բ Ŏ"q�ԫբ �0�dբ Ìբ
ƙ���K��ǞբΡ+բ �OŵH�բõ���i�բ�#Ťբ3�"ǂI�āբ
��Sբ ƒ�υ�&Ɔ�Ԭբ ΢6բ �"	���·�1
ȡբ
ɻ¡բ ʋ�	���ïբ �Ż�բ ɞ�+²K���բ ʧ�Ƽ�íբ

7�Æ�Vբ ��_Ӡǀ�բ ѻ�Þ�բ ǃ�ӫ
zբ ƻ�9բ $�?Eբ
�!բ �8�բ��".�Ȣբ ʾ��բ¬�Ňբ Ǭʒǲբ 5ƚ5	͜�Ñբ
��բ ��̣բ �Σa Ϛ�բ т�͝ ���բ Ѧ�ҁ*ԭբ �á̋բ .H�բ
˄%����բ É&½0Fբ �`բ �)�բ fËňբ ĸʓǳբ �/Ñբ
��ċi&բ ѧ�&èÚ
�բëŻ�7)բÖ��բ _oТ̼&c#��Ñբ
���բ ¬�%ŵ҂5��բ ��_�B�āբ +��BPǡȖ ɋȬբ ä
2բ
$�ơ�բ �jբ ���բ ՟
���ȣբ
˅#��Ǝ�բ �{բ ʌ�҃"��Ȅբì×�K�բ �բ ��6²��բ

'¹���ťբ ą	�6�բ k�:
�բ ��
բ ­�/Ŷ,
RҘբ �ęբ
-��բ ���$
M�%�ȅբ κ�բ ˋ���բ ɖCz͞�ϛբ ˨�e
7�s��բ cGբ ;��&ÆQ
´�#բ ˩Ԯբ ���բ ,�ǔΤ���?Կ
����Ȇբ Ƣ�բ �İ:8բ k9�m�բ 7oӒϜ;բ 4
բ k�&Ͼ�°բ
�0şբ 
©�բ jҖ�#ҫ�բ Ć���Xբ é8�բ f¿¡Ŷ	���բ
ȑ ���բ �`բ ���բ ¬�ŉբ ǭʔǴբ �¡�բ o
Õ
æ
��̽-բ Q�K-�
�բ �6;բ -85բ cҬ8�2բ �ąբ Ĭ��

95ӬNīNуƯďҠǇҙĹբ ÄΓ(բ ɍ�Уĉ�ʅբ ɟĢФ҄͟>ǂҚȇբ
�բ ˪}�øύȒgԈ"ԯբŷçƴӓĦբ ͈å¾Ͽբ �Øăբ ɠ@ХՀ
҅͠��ÃȈբ gЦ̌բ ǈԉƵբ ф¦8Cƽբ ѨŖ҆ƈM �ǄȤբ ɨ̤Ձ
�ѩƉĭ=բ ǈż��բ̍�қÂӔѪ�ΥɏƦȉբF;
բѫ>|Ѭȸ̥բ˼˛Ҝҭբ
*śūӣբ ӭo��Ãբ �¾բ ¥=̎'�
բ 
Ɏăբ ŃхnȪ	Ą3�բ
�ЧǉÀբ gբ ЀďƧцÂΦҮ԰բ Å�bӕ͡Ϳբ ɶբ ˱ՠ˜ƛ
բ
*ϧξ�բ ÃλĜ͢�(բŜΧͣͤ(SүբD"]�Çբ ďmբ ĮΔ>բʎĄ�Ղ
�ҝP˝įҿĨ�«բ ˀƂ(բ ɡʨɼբ Ǯʕǵբ ̦Ё<	ͥ�Wբ Íҡբ
¦ś=բ ÃƌƱͦϝ(բ ŜƇͧŴ(S�բ�̾բ ĭ΀�բ ʙѭѮƶǄµêÝĠƨբ
pŗ҇ҰΨ
3ȥբ
ǩZӖSբ ΩШբ �Ԋ�բ ɐ̿բ .�Ūբ ˫�̜¦Oчm��բ

��çÀěͨżdϞŦ�բ ш̀բ r)
բ 'мұăŧբ ɢ�ЂՃ
Ѓӡкμ��բ ʩg}éԱȓˌ
3éբ ɗ>áŸ��բ Řȁբ
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b ᎔ࠑ ຕ Շྵݟ Ոв᎔ ნೌ ᎔
ྶቑ̋૯ आო᎔ ሢ᎔ პࠒµ˅ г್૰ इƧ ǋჟई೎஗᎔ ೏܁᎔ რĎ¶˅

੉ǌƨ дࠓඩ ગе৯ౣހ᎔ Ǎ஘ ж᎔ ቒຖ ̌ ǎ ங ᎔ ೐ ઘ সށ+ ທcďĭՉ qྷ᎔
ď ܂ ᎔ ͭ ೑ቓ༯ ္ Պ ; ᎔ྸ ሮ ᎔ࠔͮ उ ச Ʃ܃ Ȋ૱ Ǐ ᎔ᇻ হ೒ƪ<᎔ ྐྵऊނ ஛Įû፲

ऋ ͯ ǐஜ ს᎔ ᇼ ࢜೓ቔރ ᎔ࠕ ऌɧ˅ ዱ Ǒྺ᎔ ᎔ຘݜ ǒ᎔ ำ ඪ෩ቕ ŭ, ፴
ტऍ೔஝᎔ ऎஞͰນՋ -ȴए ட ᎔੊ጸބ ʜྻ ̍ ţۈ ɨ

·з᎔ უǘ˅
ͱ ȋį ȵՌȶ˅

Ǔ஠и᎔ ࠖೕ෪ Սੋ Վྉ ȷƫՏ ྼ ྽ ᎔ ǔ ྾ ᎔ ფ ೖ ᎔ ქ ບǕwİɩıǙƬ.ੌ᎔Ͳ ǖࠗ ஡஢ ڠ ઙȸ˅ ೗ ᎔܄ ෫೘ ચ ঺ ღ ऐ͋ /੍᎔ Ǘd ყ ऑኤ Ĳშ ጹ&᎔ ዲ0ȹ˅

ண೙ჩ᎔ ۣ Րத᎔ ྿છ঻࠘ޅɪŮጺ᎔ ቖ࿀ Ց܅቗੎᎔ ც ೚ ᎔ ძ ¸࠙˅

෬ ೛ ੏়ϝ Ւ=᎔ ǘ ੐ຌ ӈǅ йጻ᎔ Ǚ ʱ ǚȌ Փ᎔ ೜܆᎔ წ Քࠚ ऒ๎᎔ओ౥˞̎ঽજऔჭጲ᎔ ხ಄᎔ ͳ ไ ǅ eŤ˅ ჯ Үࠛ᎔ ³Ċø Č �࿁᎔ ೝ ປ1ކ ፷
஥ क ፨Ǜჰखೞ஦ j᎔ùՕ܇ჱĳ ࿂ ɫ˅ ࿃Ֆʹ ჲಊ ຜȺ˅ ჳ೟ кǜ ጼ᎔ ͵ǚग ƭͶ Ĵx¹˅ ෭ ຝĵ፴૲ ǝ༰াੑʸ˅ घ ஧ ᎔ ჴࠜ ՗᎔ ͷ˜ݎ ჵ᎔ ჶࠝ Ǟɬ˅ ჷ ՘ࠞ᎔ ʪ̔

՚ந ჸཱ᎔
ೠ ܈ ᎔ Ñ ڡ Ϟ ՛ ૳̏ ՜ ພ ᎔ �¨��᎔ ͸ ೡ ቘ ੒л᎔ ࠟ 2 እ º˅ ̐՝ »Ʈ ˅

ǟ᎔ �เ ቙Ǡ ઝিᇽ ʿ ჹङኦ�˅ ੓¼ ǡ ෮ ᎔ ܉ Ǜ ཊጞ 3 ຟм �᎔ ݁ ණ๣᎔
ჺࠠ՞᎔ ĦቚǱǢ ૴ ǣ ຠ ೢ rཱ᎔ ò᎔ Ǥ܊ f ჻>᎔ चன᎔ ኧ छ ՟ ዳ ᎔ ዴ᎔܋ೣ ǥࠡ Ⴔ᎔ Ǧ෯ǲ Ԧ ǧມۑ᎔ ჼǜ˅ Ү̑᎔ ෰ Ǩ ຢჽĶ4 ੔᎔ �����
ቛ ຣ ڢ ် ᎔ �ჾࠢ½˅ нķ

	͹೤ ከ ՠ ຤ ጽ ᎔ ೥ ܌ ᎔ ࿄ ೦Ƅ
�˅ ೧܍᎔ჿࠣաजႲ᎔ झоբ೨ࠤ ቜ ᄀ࿅ ?᎔ ᄁࠥգ᎔ пդ ǩᄂࠦ᎔ ೩ü˅ ᄃ ድ಄᎔ ೪۷᎔ᄄࠧ եञລ᎔ ͺ Ǫ р ຦ ӈ Ȼ � @ ᎔ ᄅࠨ ೫ ȼ ¾˅ ट �ϸсզƯɭ࿆᎔ ዶ է ວը᎔

෱བྷ೬܎᎔ ᄆࠩ5 ႀ᎔ ᄇࠪթ᎔ ೭ȍއ 6
ư ĸ፩ ǫɮĹ೮ୁ᎔ ዷ Ǭི᎔ǭ੕ ຨ � Ǯтʹ˅ ठ ப ᎔ ͻ೯஫уडɯীǬୁ᎔ ሣ᎔ ೰ኩժຩgǝ૵Ү᎔ᄈ ढࠫȽ˅ ᄉສǯވणh˅ ̒ǰෲ ᄊत࿇૶᎔ ̓ ጾ ᎔ સ৵ Ȏ ի᎔ ዸथᄋࠬ ೱቝႀ᎔լ ஬ фǱ஭ąխ ຫदமĆ˅ धᄌ࿈᎔ ೲ ʲƱ˅ ծ ጠĺ ࿉ɰ¿ � ͼÀ s᎔ ¿ ᄔ᎔ᄍ࠭կ᎔ ཱི ǲƅ Á ᄎ˅ Ļ ૷հA᎔ ᄏ࠮ Â˅ ຬ Ãෳອ ձȾ ࿊नೳୁ᎔ ૸ǳyԁ᎔ϻղǴຮ᎔ ᄐ೴᎔ ǵ ૊ ᎔ ੖ ճ܏ᄑऩȿ ᄒ᎔ ϟ ু ຓ ͽ੗۞᎔ ᄓ ࠯ Ƕ ᄔ᎔ ᄕ࠰մ᎔Ƿ ෴ǳǸ ๟ յ ய ᄖ੘ʺ˅ ෵նǹ ;շ ᎔቞ਖ਼ܐ Ķ ຯ቟މ ʝǺ ጿ7ர᎔ ෶ಕ ፸ઞূᄗप Ϳ ǻ ਗ਼ ᎔ ࿋΀ ո ற չ᎔ ೵ ᎔ܑ Ǽ᎔ ܒ ڣ ጜ᎔ х պ ΁ ǽzø˅ Ǿć೶᎔ዹǿ ɀ˅ ல ೷ ዺ᎔ Ȁ ၻ᎔ ᄘ ˅Ä࠱ ๣ ȁ ፪Ǟ ະ�࿌᎔ ջ ц ފ ռj᎔À ள ч ᎔ ࿍೸B᎔ ᄙັ࠲ ೹ʞ࠳ދ೺ በᄚ᎔ �©� £᎔ ᄛ ԡ᎔෷೻ટৃᄜफ΂ˀ࠴ ઠ᎔ ૹ Ȃ ᄝ ኏ȣ बᄞፀ᎔ ȃ Ϳ Đभ ڤ ዎڥ �˅ ፁ̔᎔ ᄟ࠵ ս᎔

ħቡ෸Ȅ ૺ ȅ າ ඬ ျ᎔ ΃ǟमழ΄यшվ щ᎔ ዻৄʎ࠶᎔ ᄠ ᎔տ࠵ ъୂݓۦ ļ ɱĽ ኪ Ӊ᎔ ы Ү ɲҮ ๣ ľǠ๣ ǅ ʑ಄ ୟ᎔ ೼ ܓ ᎔ᄡ ࠷ ր᎔ ࿎ ʻɁɳÅૻ &᎔
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ᄢ ᎔ց࠸ ਜ਼ ˁɐɴ ˅ Ȇ΅ ɵ˅ a ዼ ࠹ ೽ ࿏ ւ ᎔ ຳ ȇ ᄣ փ ᎔ ೾ܔ᎔ ތ ິ ೿ ዽ ᄤ ࠺ ᎔
Άഀʟ᎐ь᎔ ഁొŶፂ᎔ Ȉ ෹෺Æ8ȏ˅ ȉ· Έ քੜ օ ີȊ ᄥ ֆ ҥ᎔ ᄦം᎔

ᄧ ഃ࠻ ࿐Ç˅ ዾ ᎔ഄ࠼ ࠽ ȋ э ᎔ வ അ ᄨ ᎔ ༱ Ήڦ ആ ˅}ƲĿ˂Èލ ᄩ ᎔և࠾
ഇ ଱ Ƴ ഈ ቢɂ˅ ࿑፣ର ෻ᄪ ഉ ૼ ࿒ ᎔ ᇾ ࢝ Ȍ ᄫ ᎔ ȍ࠿ ѓ᎔ ෼ຶۧ
Ί ï�É|˅ र ᄬ ᎔ ݂ ත ື᎔ ࿓ഊ ૽ ֈ ᎔ ᄭऱ ૾ ։ ᎔ b ल ஶ ᎔ ᄮࡀ֊᎔
᎔Ȏ෽෾ፃࡁ ķ ཛގʠ9 ፄ:ƴ˅ Áຸ ΋ ळx ȏt᎔ Ĩࡀ֋᎔
ā�č᎔ ю ֌ яऴΌ 
 ɶô�˅ ल ሤ֍ ੝ܕ C᎔ Ȑ΍Ͻູѐ व౤ޏ᎔ ᄯഋ᎔
ȑ ાિ᎔ व ஷё৅Ϡ Ȓɷŀഌஸ ࿔D᎔ ᄰ഍᎔ എ ካ֎຺ Ύഏ૿ ल ஹ ސ ᎔ ᄱࡀ֏᎔

pڧýܖ֐ ɸɃ˅ ഐܗ᎔ शđÊ ˅ ኬष഑ਫ਼֑஺ ᄲ᎔ ෿ ༲֒ ြ Ëi ባ ᄳळ ഒ ஻ ᎔
ዿĒ Ł j ē ˅ ᎔ȓђࡂ ֓̕ ֔஼᎔ ົ֕ȔΏ ᄴस ክȕ ᄵڨҝ᎔ ̖֖ हޑ ஽፹

ாऺிޒ᎔ ऻƵ˅ Òڸϱ֗Ɔ TÌȐ˅ �ª��E᎔ ˒౗ ѓ᎔ ᄶഓ᎔
฀Íཆ ৷ðq ɹ़ீ ᎔ޓ ल �࿕᎔ ऽ ு ᄷ֘དྷȖ੟᎔ ࿖ɺȨ ʧΐᄸቤຼ֙᎔ ȗூє᎔
ȘΑʒʫÎ˅ යݏ ຽΒ ᎔۟ �ș࿗᎔ Γഔ ብ੠ѕ᎔ ̗ ᎔֚ ࿘֛ڿ౞᎔ ፅ̘᎔

੡Țᄹ ຾֜᎔ ֝ ኮ֞௃ ሥ� u᎔ �~ ࡃ݃ ᎔֟ ੢֠ܘᄺा࿙ᄻ᎔ กț຿ ᄼि֡࿚F᎔Ȝᄽ᎔ ᄾĔÏ˅ ࿛ȝ଀ ᎔֢ ᄿीଁ 2֣᎔ ᎔੣ᅀ֤ܙ ᅁ֥ࡄ᎔ ुଂขȞΔᅂ᎔
കþ˅ ᅃ ᎔֦ࡅ ฃʡUůłΕ᎔ ȟ௄ ௅ഖቦெΖ֧ ଃ֨ ேᅄ᎔ ഗܚ᎔ ᅅࡆ ᎔֩

ĩቧค;ƇȠȥ ǭɄ˅ ȡ࿜᎔ Ȣ᎔ ເ֪ ኯഘ੤ቨሔ ৻ങைȣແፆ᎔ ചໂ፹
˃ƶŃ>ޔ = ɻńഛ Ʒ˅ ജ௉᎔ ᅆھࡇ৤ໃ᎔ ̙Ȥွک᎔ ഝ ໄޕ> ƸŅ፫ȥ፸ᅇš ƹɅ˅ Ȧ ொ}˅ ˨ഞோޖ᎔ ू ௌᅈ֫໅ ଄ے�˚༿ ¹ ᎔ Ηȧ፺і ໆ ֬࿝v᎔ Ī ĕņɆ˅ ጀȨ࿞᎔ȩ᎔ ੥ടޗ ŇΘȪ੦᎔ ໇֭࿟ቩ੧ᅉ᎔ ഠܛ᎔ ᅊࡈ ᎔֮
ޘ ȑǡቪฅ 	࿠᎔ ȒǢޙ ʳɼĖ˅ ȫ ї்᎔ ഡܜ᎔ ृᅋ࿡᎔ ່֯Ͼޚ ௎ ň፻

ᇿ৆ഢ ௏᎔ ፇ̚᎔ ᅌְࡉ᎔ ֱ້ ଅȬॄௐ ॅ ௑ޛ᎔ ࿢ֲΙ�ണ໊࿣t᎔ĽėśŷÐ˅ ᅍĜŠ࿤᎔ ጁȭ࿥᎔ ᎔ޝǣ�௒ޜ ത౨᎔ ᅎࡊ ᎔ֳ ִኰഥ ੨ቫ፻ᅏॆദ௓᎔ ധÿ˅ ᅐࡋ ᎔ֵ âֶ࿦ ᅑेјന᎔ ãഩ኱ַན ଆָ ௔ᅒ᎔
ᅓǤʴȮ ȓ~˅ ȯ᎔ љෂ ै ੩ֹ᎔ Ȱᅔ ᅕ ॉᅖቬњ ᎔ֺ ֻ໋ ?ޞ Ȕ��௕ޟ᎔
ᅗּࡌ᎔ éƺɽÑ པ@ᅘ ॊǥƻAŰ˅ Ăപ ௖ֽ ᅙȱ ʼ໌˅ ßௗћ᎔

ȲƼќ᎔ ोଇ ฆÒ ȕŉȳ űŊ ɇɾ˅ ौ ௘ ᅚ־ ໍֿ࿧ᅛ࿨ G᎔ Ͽ ௙ᅜ ໎ ् ፼̛ቭ ᅝ׀ѝ᎔ ᅞǦ˅ ᅟׁࡍ᎔ ўׂ࿩ᅠ Ȗʢkɿŋǧƽ˅ ഫܚ᎔ ᅡ׃ࡎ᎔ ॎ௚ ॏ ᅢ ॐȴ੪᎔
w Κബ ௛ ݄ েџׄ ௜Λ ᎔ׅ ௝॑᎔ ᅣ׆ࡏ᎔ ഭኲׇޠ ໏ ౦ଭ׈௞ᅤ᎔ ᎔੫ᅥ׉ܝ

̜ፈ᎔ ࿪മ ƈ׊᎔ ࿫׋ΜʀǨ ȗɈ˅ യܞ᎔ ᅦ׌ࡐ᎔ ิ ථǴʣ੬ȵᅧ ॒ര ௟ q᎔Ú ॓ƾB ડ ઢፉ H᎔ ॔ ௠ ᎔ ÓۉÓƉVÔ໐᎔ �« ¤I᎔ ȶ ௡റᅨ׍ࡑ໑᎔Νലॕ௢ϹѠ׎௣l׏᎔ ੭אѡ᎔ ᅩבࡒ᎔ ѢגΞॖ࿬Ōኳ׆᎔ Οള௤ ኴד Ș፼
Õޡ ௥ mÖ˅ ഴܟ᎔ ᅪࡓ ᎔ה۠ ȷงǵCș×ƿʏ ણፊ᎔ จȸ ໒ȹ ત થו੮᎔
ฉDᅫཱࡔ᎔ ᅬവ᎔ ଈശ ໓ז᎔ ጡǶח ȚØɉɊō ʬÙ˅ ˓ౘѣ᎔ Ѥ ໔ Ⱥ፽
ଉȻʁŎ�˅ ጢט ᅭ ໕ÚƊÛ ࿭q᎔Ç ో ᎔ ȼ Π Ρ ॗ� ÜǀʂE ੌ᎔ י ʭÝ ௦ᅮ᎔ �ᅯךࡕ᎔ क़௧ ኴכɋ፾

ᅰख़ޢFʃŏഷ௨᎔ സܠ᎔ Ƚ ௩ ᎔ ഹ ໖ѥ ग़௪Ⱦ ༳ ፡᎔ ໗ഺ ל̞̝ ໘ʽ˅ ਁ᎔
ȿ᎔ ɀם̟ ΢Ę˅ ໙഻ှڪ ໚ ᅱ ᎔ ௫מɁ໛᎔ ă഼ ௬ ᅲ ן ኵज़Ѧנഽ�᎔̠ ໜാቮ ࡖޣ

ʄ˅
ၕ ශ ଊÞ˅ īቯช ɂ ଋ Ƀ ໝി࿮᎔ ݅ ˂ Σס᎔ �ീ᎔

݆ ˃ ΤӉ᎔ ጂŐʅę˅ ีදŸৈ ΥҮ᎔ Ʉޤ ע ௭ ᅳི᎔ ു௮Φף᎔Ņ ɅޥGő௯ x᎔Ĭࡗ ड़࿯᎔ ᅴढ़ଌ�˅ ᅵפࡘ᎔ ໞ ซໟץ צ ဿ ၀ फ़ ኶�˅ Χൂ ໠ǹɑ˅ ࿰קᅶ᎔ተฌ᎔ Ɇ᎔ ࿱ญß nʆH Ψʤ�I ໐᎔ � Ω ൃ ໡ѧ ൄ ௰ �᎔ ɇ ໢൅ቱ௱Ѩ᎔
ᅷ࡙�˅ Ɉ ໣ ᎔ɉר Ɋ௲ѩ᎔ ࡚ ɋ ࿲ᅸש௳ ᎔Ѫת ᅹെ᎔ ˄ ၁ ࿳ቲ ໤׫᎔
ᅺ ࡛ à˅ ΪɌฎ ʇʥ ༗Ҭ᎔ േ ܡ ᎔ ଍׬଎̳᎔ ൈ܋᎔ ᅻ׭࡜᎔
Ąú� j᎔ İ ׮ ᎔ ໥ñɒʦŲ ʈ ®᎔ ᅼ࡝ ᎔ׯ Ĳ ฏ ɍ ଏ Ɏ ໦൉࿴᎔װJɌŜ દፋ᎔ ױ ኷K �á�˅ ᅽ࡞â˅ ϡ ධ ໧ѫ඾౧᎔ Ѭײ࿵ฐ ৉ ሀ׳᎔
ᅾ࡟ ã˅ ݇˅ Ϋ ᅿ᎔ ᆀĚ L ႀ᎔ c ɏ ά Ϣ න ໨ѭय़ ௴᎔ަ ᆁಊ᎔ ᆂ״ࡠ᎔

ฑǩŹŝoӥ᎔ ኸ ׵ ཉ ၒŒǪ௵᎔ c ൊ ௶ӈ᎔ ോ ܢ ᎔ᆃ ᎔ଐ׶ࡡ ᎔ɐѮࡢ
̡ ׷ ᎔௷׸ ጃ ൌ ታ௸�ò � j᎔ Â᎔ ܣ ᎔ۥ ѯɑ ፌ ཯᎔ ੯ ɒᆄ׹ ໩ &᎔ॠ௹᎔ ɓ௺᎔ ്ฒ׺ ௻᎔ ੰ ʉʊä׻ ț˅ ࿶ ׼ ௼ ᆅ᎔ ᆆ ൎ ᎔ ᆃ ࡣ ᎔׽ ௽ ጄɍ׾ ፶
ณɔ ด ׿ ໪᎔ Ô ต ൏έ ˠ J᎔ ᆇࡤ ؀᎔ ήৱགྷί ቴ ଑ ࿷ሁ ˆ ௾ ΰ ؁ ࿸᎔ ࿹ት Ȝ ፲໫ ൐ ቶ ௿ �œ ఀާ᎔ ᆈ ࡥ ؂᎔ αੱɕɎě˅ ጅ ؃ȝ å˅ ؄ ጣǷųMŞǅõ˅

̢ʾ˅ ᆉ ᎔ӥࡦ ൑໬ިɖఁş፯ NʋŔǫஏ᎔ ϼɗ ໭৊ ݈ ፍॡంީ᎔ োሂ࿺᎔൒ ਈ̣ ؅rŕʮó ɓ˅ ɘǁѰ᎔ ᆊ ࡧ ؆᎔ ਂᆋ؇ ఃᆌॢ൓ ǂ˅ ൔ ᎔ܤ ఄ ൕ Ⴘ᎔ϣ�ə࿻ ࡨ ॣ ఀ Ĉ˅ ጆ।ᆍ ᎔ࡩ ถ ൖ ધ ৌβ ؈ ᎔ɚ ĉæఅᆎ ࿼᎔ ॥ Ā˅ ᆏ ࡣ ؉ፎ᎔ѱಱ᎔ ఆ ൗ ႀ᎔ ท ɛ ໮ᆐ১ϲ० ธ ɜሗ᎔ १ఇ᎔ ໯؊ǸȞçɕŖʯ؋᎔

ɝ γ ᆑ २ ኹ ३ ᆒ ४ ګ ၂ y ᎔ ê ఈ ᎔ ᆓࡪ५ ࿽᎔ δ ɞ࿾ ، ᎔ ሃ࢞ ᎔ፏ؍ � ᆔ ᎑࡫ ë᎔� ቷ นɟ ৰ౩໰ ඲ ၃ � ᎔ ᎔ɠѲ࡬ ̤ ؎ ؏ఉ᎔ ൘̥ન্ ᎔ۓު ᆕ൙ ᎒᎔
̦ ቸ ᆖ᎔ ɡᆒ᎔ ሄ࢟ؐ᎔ ཇ৸࿿ਕ᎔ ൚ܥ᎔ ᆗ࡭ ६ؑ ໱ ᎔ ඳጝఊ᎔ Ŀጇڬ၄ ˄˅७ؒ�ࢠ´᎔ ࡮ ɢ ѳ᎔ ؓ ኺؔఋ᎔ ޫ८ኻ ؕఌ᎔ ଒ ᎔Ҟ২ϳɣੲڭ ɤᆘᆙؖ ఍፿

৪৫൛ఎ᎔ ᆚ൜᎔ ɥ᎔ ϭৢኼৎ઩᎔ ެቹˇ༴ҟ᎔ ገ ൝ነౌ Ѵ ۔ ᎔ ९ ఏ ᎔
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�Ѓ�E٤ ys��"&٤ ȯ�V¬٤ ͘.٤ !PҺ�£Ċ�ĝ;٤
iNϖύ�±�'4ʳ٤ ؘ«٤ȳй<Ѷ٤ ͙Ƨā$һ.٤�٤Ҽ�D ٤
Ǧğװ�Ǭ�æ4٤ �­٤ �¥rÏ�Qu٤ bM٤ �٤ ̌�ôٚ
$Œ4׌�ĞӨ٤ LP ٤ PÐÆ�A!٤ ȜԆ٤ y�ՙ±٤ق $ñðɲ٤
ņb՚٤�ȷ�Ǭ=o��٤ ÿwR٤ĕ%¤٤�٤ï�ĭ�ƏȨ֡7�èٛ
�ͪ٤ҽGױ:Ҿ�24٤ 7Ǯ٤ �֣ȕK<кʍ٤
ˌ¢٤ ҿ
Ś
N3a�z٤ Ȉ�:ȭÇÍ¥�¬كı٤ Ü�ؙȿ

՛Ƃ٤?ײ: 	Д�²٤ ,Å�đz٤׍ `��٤ þ�٤ ŎåÓ ũԯġ���Ɵ٤
»�٤ ɋ��˯�Ð��ŏ�ӀɌ٤ �£٤ �Eǘ٤ )�1Ó�ɳ٤ �t٤ �ǻ٤�
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penury and popular discontent in 
the forthcoming years. 
Such circumstances, according to 

the MLN, affect 
... the objective and subjective 
conditions for the revolution. It 
is fundamental that the greater 
part of the population, although 
not ready to rise up in insurrec­
tion, is at the same time not going 
to let itself be killed by· a regime 
that oppresses it. This, among 
other things, reduces the strategic 
calculations regarding the ene­
my's strength to practically its 
organized armed forces and facil­
itates a favorable s;tuation for 
the first measures issued by a 
revolutionary government. 
2) A second basic fact for a
strategy is the high degree of
trade union organization among
Uruguayan workers. If it is true
that not all the unions have
a high degree of combativity
- whether owing to their compo­
sition or their leaders - the mere­
fact that all fundamental State
services, the Bank, Industry, and
Commerce, are organized, con­
stitutes in itself a highly positive
fact, unparalleled in America. The
possibility of paralyzing State
services can create and has creat­
ed very interesting situations
from the point of view of insur­
rection, because - to cite an
example - it is not the same to
attack a State with its full force
intact as a State half paralyzed by
strikes. ( ... ) The trade unions,
even with their present limita­
tions, have in the past committed
and can now commit the majority
of the working population in a
frontal struggle against the gov­
ernment, which has often been
forced to use the armed forces
to win the struggle. If there
existed an armed revolutionary
group capable of carrying the
class struggle to a higher stage,
we would have a more developed
struggle: with a great part of
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the population in favor of that 
struggle and with the funda­
mental State services in depleted 
condition. 
3) Another strategic factor to
bear in mind - a negative one -
is the geographical situation. We
have no impregnable locations in
our country that can be used to
house a guerrilla foco, although
we do have sites that are not
easily accessible in the coun­
tryside. However, in compensa­
tion, we have a large city of more
than 300 square kilometers of
buildings which permits develop­
ment of the urban struggle. That
means that we cannot copy the
strategy of those countries which,
owing to their geographical con­
ditions, can initiate a guerrilla
foco in the mountains or jungles
with the possibility of stabilizing
it. On the contrary, we must
develop an indigenous strategy,
suitable to a situation that differs
from that of the majority of the
countries of America.
Is Uruguay's geography com­

pletely adverse for the rural strug­
gle? According to the MLN, 

not completely. We don't have 
impregnable natural fortresses as 
do other countries, but we do 
have natural hideouts suitable for 
the temporary refuge of an armed 
group. Throughout two thirds of 
the nation, the population index 
is as low as 0.6 inhabitants per 
square kilometer, which facil­
itates the clandestine deploy­
ment of an armed contingent; 
compare this with the average in 
Cuba of more than twenty per­
sons per square kilometer, and 
even with the small-farming 
areas of our country such as 
Canelones and the zone south of 
San Jose, which have about the 
same populatiO?) index. At the 
same time, the cattle-raising area 
solves the difficult problem of 
providing food, a problem which 
in other places requires a supply 
chain which is possible only with 
the copperation of the population. 

On the other hand the miserable 
living conditions of the rural 
wage workers, some already or­
ganized in trade unions, have 
created a spontaneously rebel­
lious sector that can be very 
useful fa the rural struggle. If 
our countryside cannot serve to 
permanently house a guerrilla 
foco, it can at least serve for 
dispersrng the repressive forces. 
But on tbe other hand, the 

Tupamaros point out, there are 
adequate conditions for the urban 
struggle: 

Montevjdeo js a suHiciently large 
city in upheaval due to social 
struggles and it can provide 
protection for a vast contingent 
of active commandos. This is a 
better situation than that which 
other revolutionary movements 
had for the urban struggle. 01 
course, all organizations that in­
tend to wage an urban struggle 
must patiently lay the material 
bases and establish the vast 
movement for support and pro­
tection that an armed contingent 
needs in order to operate or 
survive within the city. 
4) Moreover, for a strategic
study we must take the forces
of repression into account. Our
armed forces, some 12 000 poorly
prepared. and ill-equipped troops,
constitute one of the weakest
repressjve forces jn America.
From the strategic point of view,

add the Tupamaros, the repressive 
forces 

must be evaluated considering 
their degree of preparedness for 
the struggle, their means, and 
their distribution throughout the 
country. In the countryside ihere 
is one military unit - some 200 
men - approximately every_ 
10 000 square kilometers, and 
one police station approximately 
every 1000 square kilometers. 
The armed forces must cover any 
locale that may be subject to at­
tack by an insurrectional move­
ment with 12 000 troops from 
the regular armed forces and 

22 000 policemen, of which a half 
of the regular troops and 6000 
po1icemen are concentrated in the 
capital. Within the police force 
there is only one corps armed and 
prepared for a military struggle. 
5) Another important strategic
factor is our powerful neigh­
bors and the United States, al­
ways potentially ready to inter­
vene against any revolution on
the continent.
In this context, can the possibility

of foreign intervention be a motive 
for postponing all armed struggle in 
Uruguay'? This argument, more than 
once used by pseudorevolutionaries, 
is f1atly rejected by the MLN. 

If that were the case, Cuba would 
not have carried out its revolu­
tion 90 miles from the United 
States, nor would there have been 
guerrilla forces in Bolivia, a 
country bordered by Brazil and 
Argentina, just like Uruguay. 
Foreign intervention can consti­
tute an immediate military set­
back, but a political advance that 
will, in time, be reflected in a 
military advance. [Imagine] ... 
the city of Montevideo occupied 
by foreign troops with the reac­
tion on national sentiment that 
such a thing would engender, 
with the bother it would mean 
for the population, and the pres­
ence of a revolutionary armed 
group with good bases within 
the city ... and you will have a 
thorough idea of what that feared 
foreign intervention would mean. 
Moreover, in any case, our strat­
egy falls within the continental 
strategy of "creating many Viet­
Nams," and the interventionists 
will find their hands full on 
many and diverse fronts. 
6) And finally, a prime strategic
factor is the amount of training
of the armed revolutionary group.
The opinion of the Tupamaros in

this respect has already been given 
In the previous subheadings. But 
on this point particularly, the Tu-
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pamaros maintain that actions speak 
louder than words. Based on these 
evident realioes, the MLN pro­
posed, at the end of 1967, certain 
general strategic lines. 

for all authentically revolutionary 
organizations and for all individ­
uals who really want revolution 
[in Uruguay]: to create an armed 
force as soon as possible, one able 
to take advantage of any fa­
vorable circumstance created by 
the crisis or other factors. To 
show the people, through actions 
of the armed group or other 
means, that without revolution 
there will be no change. To 
strengthen the trade unions, 
radicalize their struggles, and 
link them with the revolutionary 
movement. To create the material 
bas� for the development of 
urban and rural warfare. To 
establish contact with other revo­
lutionary movements in Latin 
America, for continental action. 

Uruguay: an Exception? 

According to the opinion of cer­
tain left-wing circles, the theses 
f)resented by Regis Debray in his 
Revolution within the Revolution? 
ostensibly coincide with the theoret­
ical and strategic formulations of 
the Tupamaros. In fact, this coin­
cidence is obvious in some of their 
documents, especially in the Thirty 
Questions to a Tupamaro. We 
shou!d, however, state up to what 
point this connection is more of 
an up-to-then unexpressed coin­
cidence rather than an acritical 
"mechanical application " such as 
that which Debray's book has 
awakened in some Latin-American 
revolutionary circles, something 
which Debray himself did not 
intend to happen. In this respect, 
it is interesting to point out the 
fact that in Revolution within the 
Revolution? Debray describes Uru­
guay as an "exception" in regard 
to some of rus conclusions. In par­
ticular Debray states in the second 
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of his "future effects": 
There can be no defined van­
guard without armed struggle. 
When there is no armed struggle, 
in a place with favorable condi­
tions for it, then the political 
vanguard still does not exist. 
(Thls is not the case of Uruguay, 
for example, where there are no 
immediate prospects of armed 
struggle and where there is a 
strong and combative mass move­
ment.) 

The contents of the above paren­
thesis have become the center of 
sharp debates within the Uruguay­
an left: on one hand, if we admit 
that there are no immediate condi­
tions for armed struggle in Uru­
guay, the distinction appears to be 
unnecessary, considering that the 
exception was established in the 
text of the conclusion itself: " ... in 
a place with favorable conditions 
for it ( ... ) "; on the other hand, 
Debray attributes Uruguay with 
"a strong and combative mass move­
ment" - a unanimously recognized 
fact - but he does not identify 
this condition with the existence of 
a political vanguard. Presumably, 
the MLN itself discarded as inef­
fectual such theoretical disquisitions. 
Without describing themselves as 
a vanguard, without resoundingly 
denying or confirming the thesis 
that Uruguay has conditions for 
armed struggle, the Tuparnaros 
basica1ly maintain the inevitability 
of an armed confrontation and 
the necessity of preparing for it. 
Therefore, we should analyze their 
platform, and, from this bo.se, the 
coincidence between the MLN and 
the two remaining conclusions in 
Revolution within the Revolution? 

acquires greater relevance: 
The decisive thing in the fu­
ture will be the opening of mil­
itary, not political "focuses." ( .. . )
Everybody knows that in Lat­
in America today the struggle 
against imperialism is decisive. If 
this is decisive, then everything 
else is secondary. 
In any case, it would be conve-

nient to ask the question: Does Uru­
guay have conditions: for armed 
struggle? During the OLAS Confer­
ence this poim becarn e a storm­
head of contro-rersy - namely, a 
paragraph of thoe Cuban delegatlon's: 
report (a document which did not 
have official weight): 

Today, to speak of guerrilla 
warfare in Chile or in Uruguay 
is as misleading and al>surd. as 
to deny this possibility in Vene­
zuela, Colombia, Bolivia, :Brazil, 
Guatemala, or Peru. 
As was quickly and aptly pointed 

out by Uruguayan and Chilean 
observers, this "exception" referred 
only to guerrilla warfare, but not 
to armed struggle in its d.lfferent 
forms. Fidel Castro himself referred 
to this observation in his speech 
closing the OLAS Conference: 

Some have presented theses tha1 
are even more radjcal than the 
Cuban position: that we Cubans 
believe that in certain coun­
tries there are no conditions fo• 
armed struggle, but this is not 
so. ( ... ) We are not going to 
get angry. We prefer to make 
a mistake in making the revolu­
tion, if there are no immediate 
conditions, than to make a mis­
take in not e-ver making a revolu­
tion. We hope that nobody makes 
a mistake! But whoever really 
wants to fight wilJ never have 
discrepancies with us; end those 
who don't want to fight will 
always have discrepancies with 
us. 

The fact is that for years \_;rugua:s· 
seemed to be the perfect example 
of the "exception" within the frame­
work of a continent that was 
leaning more and more toward 
armed struggle. The exjstence oE 
"a strong and combative mass move­
ment" appeared to be the cardinal 
concern of the traditional left-wing 
sectors. As a result, "the party of 
the masses" was the fundamental 
objective of these sectors, the only 
ideal way and sine qua non for 
carrying the revolution forward. 
But this policy, whose theses ap-

pearecl. to be 11ndebatable during a 
certam time, was see1 to be inad­
equate before a dynamic reality 
which - as pointed out by the­
Tupamaros - "changes, indepen­
dently of our will." In this context, 
man:51 revolutionar�es aware of the 
h.istory of the MLN today assert 
that their prime virtue appears to 
be their sure vision of the future: 
even before the mighty nation gave 
brutal si_gns of having buried Ken­
nedy's reformlSm (a coup d'etat in 
Brazil, intervention in the Domin­
ican Republic), even before the 
Uruguayan reg-irne removed the la!;t 
veil from its "institutionality," the 
militants of the MLN warned that 
the country would not escape the 
continent's common destiny of revo­
lutionary violence. While the other 
left-wing sectors seemed to be 
exclusively and painfully concerned 
with preserving the hard-won "vic­
todes." of the mass movement, the 
Tupamaros - without disdaining 
these efforts, without deepening 
clivisions, without proclaiming them­
selves the bearers of the revealed 
truth - began to prepare them­
selves. 

Today, when dictatorship is a 
fact in Uruguay, no matter how 
much of an appearance of "legality" 
the regime has assumed, the prob­
lem of the vanguard, above and 
beyond declarations and phrases 
(in which all can agree) also stands 
firm on the hard and cold ground 
of facts. Perhaps it would be good 
to recall once again the conclusions 
of the OLAS Conference: 

It is not enough that a political 
force proclaim itself as the van­
guard in anything. The condition 
of being vanguard is the result 
of a decision to struggle and of 
Jeadir,g and carrying forward 
revolutionary action to the final 
consequences. That is, to destroy 
the power of the oligarchy and 
the domination of imperialism 
and open the way to a socialist 
revolution. In the final analysis, 
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the vanguards will be those who 
show and develop the true roads 
to revolution. ( . . .  ) The revolu­
tion is a dynamic, complex, and 
vio1ent phenomenon. In the long 
run the struggle itself will select 
the most capable men and bring 
them to the fore . 
At this stage, it cannot be denied 

that the struggle already exists in 
Uruguay and is also taking the road 
of violence. What forms does it 
assume and to where is this strug­
gle leading? According to a gen­
eralized opinion, the MLN has 
shown that it "thinks with its own 
head" on this score: by recognizing 
that the revolutionary road in Uru­
guay will also have to pass through 
armed struggle. Neither can it be 
denied that the country's own pe­
culianties remove this struggle 
from the tactical formulations more 
appropriate to the majority of Lat­
in-American countries: rural guer­
rilla warfare. A brief analysis of 
the geographic and demogi;aphic 
characteristics of the country is 
enough to show this. In their own 
theses, the Tupamaros take some 
of these characteristics into cpn­
sideration. Perhaps it would be 
good to add on a few global figures 
which seem to place Uruguay at 
the opposite extreme of a reality 
common to almost all of the con­
tinent: 70% of the population is 
urban, 45% is concentrated in Mon­
tevideo. As we have seen in the 
beginning of this article, an inciden­
tal detail contributes to giving rel­
evance to the option chosen by the 
Tupamaros: to give maximum im­
portance to urban activities. The 
militants of the MLN certainly are 
not choosing the sphere that is 
more "comfortable" for them, or 
the only one they know; rather 
they are acting according to an 
evaluation of a national reality that 
goes beyond statistics. Indeed, if 
we keep in mind that the origin 
of the Tupamaros goes back to the 
movement of the caneworkers, and 
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that many of those who today are 
considered leaders of the orga­
nization received their training 
among the "landgrubbers" and ac­
quired direct knowledge of a rural 
environment, we can see up to what 
point "real basic facts" dominate , 
the group's theses. 

Behind this affirmation, there is 
a detail that usually immediately 
catches the attention of an alert 
observer: the urban actions of the 
Tupamaros have managed to avoid, 
at all times, a tendency towards 
indiscriminate terrorism, which in 
other countries of the continent has 
been one of the most negative 
aspects of the revolutionary move­
ment. An anecdote will clearly show-­
us this. After two bank assaults\ 
carried out last May, some writers 
asked the Montevideo chief of po­
lice if there was evidence that the 
Tupamaros had had a hand in them. 
The police chief answered, incred- ,{, ibly, that there was still no concrete JJ proof; "the perfect organization, <..,"' 
the good manners of the assailants, � 
and the human touch" led to the 
supposition that the assailants were 
from the MLN. When he spoke of 
"the human touch" the polic� chief 
was referring to the fact that the 
assailants had solicitously attended 
to an old lady who happened to be \ in one of the banks at the moment 
of the robbery and who had fainte� IMany similar details have bee .:Jnoted in other actions: when they 
blew up the transmission plant of 
Radio Ariel, members of the MLN
comm.ando group first warned the 
inhabitants of a neighboring farm 
that they could be affected by the 
explosion. Pereira Reverbel him­
self did not receive any physic_j) 
abuse during his _kidnap_pin_i. In 
acting this way, at times even at 
the risk of their own security, the 
Tupamaros are certainly showing 
no lack il.t !:!Wderation or courage 
(the militants who have been killed 
in frontal clashes with the repres­
sive forces are sufficient proof of 
this), but are fulfilling - accord­
ing to observers - a revolutionary 

principle and a practical nece;si.ty: 
their activities strike hard against 
the system and the interests it 
represents; but, at the same time, 
they avoid taking innocent Yictirns 
which wou]d earn them the rej ec­
tion of the population. Urban war­
fare requires that ih.e revolutionary 
militant, more so tban in rural war• 
fare, move among the people l.tke 
"a fish i� water," and eveJ>ytbing 
leads us to believe (beginning with 
the undisguised disda.in of the 
repressive forces) that the Tupa­
maros today are having increasing 
success in this respect. The coun­
try's own urban concentration, its 
large middle class, its p,eaceiul 
customs and traditions pose add:i­
tional difficulties :in the task o1 
raising consciousness as to tbe neea 
for armed revolutfonary warfare. 
The MLN' has been confronting 
such problems with a :singular 
lucidity: contrastmg ... with the po• 
lice repression that attacks s'tu.dents 
with fragmentation bombs, dis­
perses demonstrations with. gases, 
clubs, and bullets, jails tracle un.ion 
leaders, and persecutes any expres­
sion of independent opinion, the 
population has :fewer and fewer 
difficulties in choosing jn :favor of 
the Tupamaros. i

The Voice o-f Facts 

This point also belps us to give 
a coherent explana1ion o:f the failure 
of the repressive forces against the 
Tupamaros. On 1h.e one hand, we 
must take into account the Incapac­
ity of the police to confron1 a polit­
ically inspired organiz.atLon. Without 
any precedent of direct re\lolu­
tionary activities in Urug cay, the 
intelligence service and police forces 
(in charge of political repres:iion) 
have had only relative success 
in handling common delinquency, 
largely through the well-known 
methods of informers, police trap:s, 
blackmail, and their traditions] 
arrangements with 1he underworld. 
These methods virtually make them 
impotent against people who do 

not need to pa)' o:ff accomplices to
pnserve 'their clandestinity, who
ao not ui.e the money they steal
to orgarnze orgies in brothels, who
are not infiltrated by police inform­
ers. T'he efforts of the "advisers" 
from. the FBI and CIA have up to
now been unable to overcome this
congenital defeat of the repressive
:forces, to such an extent that, ac­
cord:ing to well-informed sources,
tbese "advisers" f.re irying to build
an organization independent from
the police and outside government
cont1ol (a kind of small-scale CIA)
wh.ich would function with the
participation of "experts" in police
matters and in:filtrate left-wing cir­
cles. A recent episode will shed
Light on this point: at the time ol
this wdting, the news cables re­
ported th.e arrest in Montevideo oi
six persons whom the police iden­
tified as Tupamaros. If we are to
b elieve tbe police version, the docu­
ments found in their possession
prove that the organization counted
on police collaboration, while the
very arrest of the presumed Tupa­
rnaros has still not brought about
a crack in the 1epressive structure
which would permit the MLN to.
infi]trate, in spi.te of the declara­
tions of the police chiefs who are
certain o[ being able to break up­
the "gang." This shows a double­
prongea reality: on the one hand, 
politics] reasons lead the system to 
id, ntify the Tupamaros with com­
mon delinquents (left-wing sectors
have observed a symptomatic de­
tail· in spite of the fact that the
police consider Raul Sendic as one 
of 1he organization's leaders - as 
shown by the questions put to 
arrested left-wing militants who
are tortured and interrogated
great care is taken not to give his
name to the press: the fact is that 
Sendic is a trade union leader of
great prestige and it would be im­
possible to paint him as a common 
criminal); on the other hand, th.e

police themselves act largely in
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icee_ping with this concept, the only sight of the reality around us. 
oae that seems to fit their mental In a country with a "European" 
:makeup. facade, whose so-called "excep-

0 bviously, an organization with tional" nature generated a no­
ibese characteristics should move in torious critical and theoretical 
"�ry different clandestine groups, hypertrophy especially in the left­
which increases police consternation. wing sectors, resulting in the atami­
..A.ccording to speculative journal- zation and overproduction of lead­
istic reports, the Military Intel- ers in relation to the masses, it is, in 
ligence Service has drawn up a list particular, a lesson in humility. 
wi1h the names of 150 Tupamaros; It is also a challenge. The facts 
bu 1 if the list is co t, the police confirm the basic theses of the 
W()u]d bav_-..-,--.:,,_,..\ .� disb�d� MLN: 1) the crisis, far from " ang." A ntelligence official being stopped, has grown worse,
rs:eemoo� o e more realistic during reaching intolerable limits; 2) in 
a recent private conversation with view of this reality, the existence of 
S()rne writers connected with the an armed group compels the re­
police department: We probably alt gime: in addition to the daily 
lcnow some Tupamaro, he said; the vioJence which upholds the system, 
tkbi.g is th ' _ the government now adds the 
lte i.s one· Inthe long run, the open violence of armed repres-

ec1stve ing is the support of sion; the mask of legality is 
'11!� population, of normal, law-abid- smashed to bits; 3) this violence 

mg people _above. suspicion. This. is J affects the revolutionary organiz�­
the water m which the ¥{JNSf1sh tions and tl)e mass movement m 

,swims. r- __ _ all stages of their development; 
Am! this is, incidentally, another only those who are technically lesson of the Tupamaros. The MLN prepared can face this violence; dcicuments state that all tasks are 4) the joint action of an armed

equally revolutionary: group and the trade union move-Some think that we are doing a ment can jeopardize the regime;
revolutionary task only when we 5) the armed group generates con­
are training for combat or when sciousness and radicalizes the vacil­we enter some action, but all Iating sectors: a few actions of the 
tasks that support a strategic Tupamaros have won more sup­
plan are equally important for port from the people than months 
the revolution. ( ... ) He who pur- of political or trade union work. 
chases the material necessary for The choice then is clear. If the a base of operations, he who col- moment of insurrection has not lects funds, he who lends his come, then armed struggle is to­automobile for a mobilization, he day the order of the day in Uru­who lends his house, is running guay. From this struggle will come 
as great a risk, and sometimes a the vanguard, the struggle will 
greater one, than the commando bring about unity and implement 
group in action. It should be kept the continental strategy of "creat­
in mind that most revolutionaries ing two, three, many Viet-Nams." 
spend most of their time in these For the left-wing organizations, 
small practical things without the actions of the Tupamaros im­
which there is no !evolution. ply an unavoidable challenge: it 
( . .. ) A strategy for revolution is no longer a question of replying 
depends partly on the conditions with large headlines, long declara­
we can create with our efforts, tions, and ardent proclamations or 
guided by a plan for the taking not so ardent but equally long 
of power, as well as not losing ones. In this small southern coun-

• 
try also, the clear force of facts 
is making itself felt. 

Sociography of Misery
Albert-Paul Lentin

An implacable law has turned lnto a m11tter of sc:a10dtl, otSJ)ec:ially sjnce the end of World 

War II: the Jaw of hunger. 

The phantom o1 hunger stalks all tile und�rde�eJ011ed <01l1Jtries, sowing death. Il is 

a silent, cold death., pr-oaf al wh1c:h is the j�rlorn IOClk o1 1be Latin-American rndians, 

the swollen be!Ues of African blacks, and the uchiti< bodies of th.e Asian people. 

It is ln th.ese three 
0

famishe<I continents-M1ic:a, A9a, and Latin America-that 

hunger, that monster 1ed and cared for l>y lrnperfali1m, )las 1<?t \.lp its insatiable rule. 

Several "remedies" have been proposed b� th4se who p.Jll the :invisible strings of 

extreme poverty; they range fro1r1 chariiy to FA.O's Jci11g-ra11ge 1>lans to contraceptive 

pills. They have all failed. beca\l!IC they ar-e nier-e d1op,s that are lost in the endless sea 

of hunger that threatens the ex islenc:e o1 th.e urdercl.eveloped. peoples. As Albert-Paul 

I:..enlin polnts out In this work, there is only one J)CS'1ble solution: �revo1utionary violence, 

especially, wherever it 1s possiblot, 01ganized armaf str1.ggl.e" 

Albert-Paul Lentin offers a panoramic view in depth <if \11<? problem of world hunger 

- which, as he very properly ?0ints 011t, :is r-ealy ,he hunger o1 the so-called Third 

World. W,th solid arguments, the French writer alld journalist rrukes a rigorous analysis 

of the causes o1 hunger and gives eloquent fi.g1ues t:D shov the terrible reality in which the 

underdeveloped people are placed as a ruult of imperialJSt C><ploiiation. The author 

e><presses the hope that these "prisoners of sta.rv,1]()11,' these ""'retched of the earth," 

will be the ones to bring about the :final eruption, the geural crisis and defeat of the 

biggest enemy of mankind. 

Lentin has actively participated in most of the t>attl!!!> for- the decolonializatlon of the 

Thi.,:d World, espedally in Africa (he has wr-illen t"o l>ooks <XI tM Algerian war of 

liberation). After attendlng the J.o'irst Tr-lcontlnental c�n.fer<?nce, he published La luUe 

trleonllnentale (The Trlcontlnertaal Stru1,1e), a oook on the rroblems of imperialism 

and revolution in contemporar y  times. 
TH� PROBLEM of "the world's
hunger" is complex, and it cannot be
dealt wjth correctly except by dis­
tinguish.ing between the different
degrees of the same scourge: malnu­
trition, under-nourishment, and
acute -under-nourishment.

Ma:tn-utrition js caused by poor
food co11.sumption, the almost com­
ple1e ex:clusion of those items which
are rich in food value: milk, meat,
eggs, fruit, and good quality vegeta­
bles. The "poorly nourished" are
those who have a daily intake below
the 250� calories and 80 grams of
proteins considered by doctors as
necessary for the activity yield of a
human being. 90% of the 1600 mil­
non inhabitants of the Third World
are i.n this situation, as well as the
poor people of "poor America" or
"poor &urope." A man of the Third
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World consumes a daily average of

55 grams of proteb1, whjle a

European has an inta"'ke of 87 grams

and over 3000 calories. Unde-r­
nourish.ment is the acute form of

malnutrition. 450 to 500 milli<>n in­

habitants of fhe Third World are

more than under-nourished.: they

simply do not get enough to eat.

Acute under-no11,riskme11.t (below 20

grams of proteins and 1000 calorfos

a day) causes, literal1y, deaith by

starvation. O:f the 60 million people

who disappear from the face ()f the

earth each year, 20 rni1lion (three

million of them children) die of

hunger, either as the result of a

total famine or, i:f they don't perish

at once of inani tion, as the victims,

after a few months, of the conse­

quences of that inanition. 20 mil­

lion more are struck down after a

somewhat longer period of time by

serious illnesses that inevitably de­

stroy their organisms already pro­

foundly undermined by undec--nour­

ishment. In a11, hunger strikes down

40 million people each year, the

same amount that died during the 

five years of World War II.
The Continents of Want

The "world's hunger" is in fact the

Third World's hunger, that of the

three underdeveloped continents.
According t o  the statistics of the
first Latin-American Conference on

Food (Caracas, September 1968) 

Latin Americans consume three

quarters of the calories, two thirds

of the proteins, and two fifths of the
fats consumed by North Americans
and Europeans. The average daily

caloric intake of a-Latin American 
dropped :from 2500 in 1956 to 2380

in 1968. the European average today
being 3000 calories - and for certain

countries the figure is considerably

less (for examole, 1780 in Haiti).
In fact, Cuba, 'the "first free ter­

ritory of Latin America," is the only

Latin-American country 1<> have

defeated l'\unge r. 
Central Ameri<a, the Andean

highlands, the Brazilian Northeast,

and the marginal outlying districts

oj the large \ll'ban centers are among

the most tragic of the world's "hun­

g-er areas." .At present, :for example,

210 00) people in an area of 3000 km2 

in no:itbwestern Haiti suffer priva­

tions as file resu]t o1 an 18-month

droughi. While this is  an excep­

tional situation, malnutrition in

Latin America is not. Even in a
rela1i vel:y rich couniry, such as
Mexi<o, 1? million of a total pop­
ulaticn oj 43 mJllion - most of
them peasants whose income is less
than one th I rd that of the average
Mexican - never eat meat, eggs,
or fish, acd consume little milk.

In Afd<a, the "hunger areas" are
found mainly in the two extremes
o:f the continent. In the south,
drought-caused famine decimates
from time to time those groups
whose only source o:f livelihood is
cattle 1aising. In the north, under­
nourishment is above all the result

of an increase in population, which
in certain areas (ihe Moroccan Atlas
rang,e, eastern and southern Algeria,
southern Tunisia, the Nile valley in
Egypt) surpasses by far economic
growth. Hunger, however, does not
spare central Africa. Famine caused
Z50 000 deaths in Ethiopia in 1959,
while this year, the famine which is
decimating the [bos is one of the
most unfortunate consequences of
the war i.n Nigerja, Off the African
continen1 malnutrition is also gen­
eral. 1n Madagascar, a country pos­
sessmg 9 800 000 hPDd of cattle,
there 1s an ave1age of one and a
haJf animals for every "average
Madagascan"- who consumes, how­
ever, only 12 kilos of meat a year.

]n Asia, endemic famine rages in
certain regions of Burma, Laos, and
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even in cent1al J"a.va, io the :heart 
of vvea]th:y Jndo11esia. Bu.t ii is Jn­
dia wh.ich is universally- kMwn as 
the "country of bunger." The av­
erage [ndian consumes as rnany 
calories as his Latin-Arn.e1ican 
<=0u11terpart; liowe?er, ill the ll.;gbly 
poJ>ulated ca.miry- (accordiJJg io 
the Last censu;;, '1bere were 5Z6 mil­
l ioJ1 inhabitants), t:he force of "'pop­
ulation explcsicn� and the poor 
dist1ibution o! resources meant that 
at least 75 million Indians ljve 
und.er the constu11 threat of total 
famine. In "West Bengal an d Ke­
ral.a, scarcity 1ea::hed a diamatic 
po:int in August 1967, wll.ile in. April 
1968 a "state of famine" was pro­
claimed in 1be state of Jliliar 
(1'75 000 kmll i11 northeast J:n.dia; 
52 million i11habitants), ·with 30 
million people "affected" l>y- the 
scourge, accordi11g to official. c!oc11-
rnC?flts. EYer, day, BOO Indians quite 
bterall:s• starve tc d.eath on the side­
walks of Calcutta. 

The "worlcl's hunger' steadily 
grows more ac:111e United )Iatfons 
Secretary-Gener�l U Thant dec]ared 
during a press c:onferer.ce in Rome 
after the FAO1 J9S8 general sessfon 
that from 1934 to 1938, the 'Third 
World exported an annual average 
of 1-i million ton:1 of gram - that is, 
almost the total production of
France. The situation, which. im­
pw•:ed gradually during the follow­
ing twenty years (1he :rate of ''agri­
cultural progr cs:s" was higher than 
2% a ycu), tool an alarming turn 
in 1959, due to boih the "population 
e><J>losion" which multiplied the 
rnouths 1o be fed. {Africa's foocl pro­
duction, for e�ample, has been 
increas:ing at an annual 1ate of 1.7%, 
while iis rate oi p!>pulation increase 
is 2.6%) and the increased con.sump-
' lJ�lted Natlors J'ood ani Ag:ricultw-e 

Organir.alion, created ln 1S4T. 
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tion by certain parts ()f the popula­
ti01, especially the most )lrivilege<l 
(ac<:ording to U Thaot, when a 
coun1ry's income grows by 3%, 
tht demand for fo�d products 
in«reases by- 1'%). At presen1, only 
10 11nderdeYeloped countries pro­
duce more food. than the:y consume, 
wbile 40 are food importers. Africa 
imports today 30% mare food than 
lt clid JO years ago, Latin America 
36 �. and the ru East 60%. While 
thE annual rate of population growth 
for these three continents is 2.6%, 
thEir :food pr()cluction is increasing 
on.ly by J.6% (tlie UN experts who 
sp�ke of the "decade of develop­
ment" beginnillg jn 19EO expected a

yrearly growth of 5%). In 1966 the 
Thil'd World's grain deficit amount­
ed 1o 36 million tens (20 for [ndfa 
alone) and at the end of that "black 
yrear" Bina:y Ranjan Sen, the lndian 
wbo was then. d1rec1Dr of FAO, 
wrote in hfa report to the UN Eco­
oomic and Social Council: 

'World food production dUl'ing the

1965-66 Cl'Op :year was n.o greater 
than tha1 of the preceding year 
because of a generalized dxought, 
while the n1.Unber of mouths to 
feed increased. by- appxmrirnately 
70 million. [11 1966 tlt e per capita 
food produciion in t:he dEYelop­
irl.g cotmtries was more than 4% 
less than the 1964 record year, 
and fell t o  its lowest level since 
1957. The d1op was most felt in 
.Africa and Latin America. 
ltesults were better on a world-

'Ni<ie scale, includjng ihe Third 
World, in 1967 (world cereal har­
'Test of l02 million tons) a11d 1968 
(world total of 273 million 1ons of 
cereal and 300 million ions oi rice), 
bu l there must bE:: no illusions. Even 
though food production in the un­
deJdeveloped countries increased 
6% in 1967 compared to the previous 
year, it nevertlieless remained 2% 
behw the highest leveJs CJf ihe pre-

vious years. The general t1end is 
towards the stagnation of real p1-o­
duction levels and a drop in per 
capita production. The system of 
land tenure (latifundia jn Lat5n 
America and the exploitation with

archaic methods of "collecbve lands" 
in Asia), the primitive farm jm. 
plements (the hoe, the wooden plow) 
and techniques (letting fields I ie 
fallow, "slash and burn"), the lack of 
fertilizers and insecticides, and the 
rural exodus which often causes a 
lack of manpower in the countryside 
are many of the reasons explaining 
the tragic insufficiency of agricul­
tural yields in the underdeveloped 
countries. 

Capitalism Starves the 
Third World 

The developed world, on the con­
trary, is improvfog its agricultural 
techniques, and in this sphere, as 
in all others, the gap between the 
two universes continues to widen. 
At present, the average yield ob­
tained by the developed world rep­
resents twice that of Asia and AfricH 
in rice, wheat, and maize. The US 
alone produces 14% of tbe wheat 
and 45% of the maize - as well as 
20% of the meat delivered to wor]d 
markets. Thirty developed countries 
produce 60.6% of the cereals and 
79.3% of the proteins of the entire 
planet. Developed countries aid - in 
a very relative manner - the agri­
cultural efforts of underdeveloped 
countries only in the items which 
are of direct interest to them, elther 
for consumption (tea, coffee, cacao) 
or for industrial transformation, and 
of which they are the exclusive or 
almost-exclusive buyers. Cereals and 
food crops do not fall into this cat­
egory, and their production tends 
to drop, while the production of 
"export crops for the rich countries" 
tends to increase. 

Thus, the growth of one and the 
decline of the other are dialectically 

relatec. Tocay i:n all o:l the Third 
World. to be rnore exact in its 
couniryside, the arcbaic structures 
upon. which caJ>Ualism bases its 
policy of domination and exploita­
tion aJe preV'enting most measures 
of ec:o:D.omii: aihan:ement - reval­
uating and. 1eco�e1ing soils, irriga, 
tion, r�forestaifo:n, fighting erosion, 
mecr..a.'lization. building fertilizer 
factori:!S, silos, storage facilities, 
highv tys, rajlrca& and port facil­
ities, etc. - without which there is 
no genuine agria.Lltural develop­
ment It ;:an evcm be said that 
capihlism has a greater harmful 
irnpa�1 on agricul1ure 'than on the 
other economic splieres of underde­
veloi:;ei countries 

The main world wheat producers 
are, in order, tlle USSR, the USA, 
China, Canada, aJ1d France, but the 
princiEJal exporters are capitalist• 
.:ountr es �the CSA, Canada, and 
Aust1al.ia, and, wit:h far lower totals, 
Argen1ina and J'1ance). Obeying 
the !av of profit, 1h.e be-all of cap­
italism, these ccuntries evidently 
prefer to earn st..bstantia l  .Profits 
hy sEUng - especially to under­
-ievelo'))ed countries - an increas­
ingly Ji.igh tonnage of cereals (60 
million tons sold in the world in 
1967 as again.st 5 million in 1938) 
rather than to aid. the countries of 
the Third World to develop their 
production. They have set up, 
therefore, a veritable monopolist 
Mafia in order to raise the prices 
on the "'world ma1ket" (an agree­
ment signed on Jllly 1, 1968, among 
the :fi,e rnonopoli.;t countries in­
creased the minirn11m price average 
for w:ieat expo1ti by 13%) and 
since the five largest exporters are 
considerably increasing their profits 
by selJ.ng grain tc, starving coun­
tries, they are qui1e content to see 
the ag1icultural IJI"Oduction of those 
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co-untl'ies remain. at � very low 
leve], as this stagoa tion guarantees 
the permaneme of profitableoutlets. 

'The US is natuJ"a]ly �rt ille head 
of this movement. Thw a JLew uea 
of control - ilie "food hegemony" 
- is addecl. to all th.e other Eor:-rns
of Yankee dorn.in.a lion, allowing the
US to increase its in:1h1ence i.n J1u­
merous unc! erdeveloped. countries -
India. Morocco, Congo-Kinshasa -
wliich eJCist jn a state of "hunger­
dependence.11 The huJ1gry co11ntri.es
find it inc1easingl::y difficult to pay
for their purchases of foods and
are more tllan ever, vis-a-'\.is Wash­
ington, in the position of a heavy
debtul' before his credjtor. Such
a situation e,,identl:-,· affords 1he
Americans the O()port.1U1.1ty 10 exert
alJ ki.nds of econ()mic and political
pressure. For- ex::am ple, t:hey use
wlieat deliveries as b]acklllail in
their diplomatic maneu.,,ers in the
UAR. 'The:r al'e speeded up when
th.e Cairo �ovunmeni is docile and
are stoppecl wlien it becomes stub­
born. The suspension o:I �hut de­
liveries in 1967 pnc:ed.ecl ibe Sinai
crisis, just as the cancellation of the
aic! promised fo1 th.e building of
th.e Aswan high dam. preceded the
Suez crisis in 1956 .

A11hough Maltllusinis as far as 
th.e orocluction of cereals ill the un­
derdeveloped coun.tries Ls concerned, 
the USA and t:h.e West-European 
countrie;; do not restrain the produc­
tion of "tropical p1od11cts" in the 
Third World, as we have aJready 
noted. Howe,.,-er, since the)' control 
the world markets of these "basic 
items," they impose very low export 
prices, at the same time th.ey sell 
their indus:rial products at higher 
and higher prices, a.nd the iron law 
of ihe "deterioration o:i terms of 
trade" .ilrnost completely wipes out 
the profits even of most of those un-
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derdev eloped coull. tries 11Iat produce 
a.nd sell the- most hithly prized
agricult11ral p:rcxlucts. BEsjdes, the 
Joss of f()reigll e,-chanie caused by 
t:he "detei-iora.tio� o1 terms C>:i trade" 
reduces th.e purc:hasing :power of 
lllldercl.evelopEd cotmtr1es, and this 
st1ikes directly ai those who suffer 
fr<>m bunter. In e1fecr, ihese gov­
ernments ue distributing less food 
products ll.mong tlieir population; 
and, on tli.� otlterlalld, the shrinking 
pu:rchases of �quipmenl (3% on the 
average fo1 fhe Third World be­
tween 1965 aJld 1!!6'7) brakes even 
more the industrialization process 
upC>n whicli clepenc!s the develop­
ment o:1 a�jcu lture. J"or exam­
ple, underdev-eloped cou11tries have 
found jt e :c tremely difflc11lt to build 
chemical fe rti lfaeJ" f�ctories and they 
use only l 7% of the nitrate, 10% 
of the phosp,hate, and 7% of the 
potassic fertil i::i:er s used an over the 
world. 

Ct.arity and FAO 

Th.e ca])ita]jst world, which be­
cause o:f its own expaILSion inex­
orably agg:ra\/ate� hunger in under­
developed. countries, proposes only 
two solutions: clla:rity o:r FAO. 

Private charity - from national 
or international religious or Jay 
organizatiDns -ai present is devel­
oping in tfl.e West, at the same time 
that guilty consc1ences begin to ap­
pear here an.Ii there among Chris­
tians Fro:intime1o1imepublic opin­
ion is shalcen by unbearable images 
of phoiog:raphed or filmed scenes ot 
famine s-0mewhere i11 the Thfrd 
World: gaunt-eyed men and wo­
men, children with swollen bel­
lies, people streiched out on the 
dusty soil of an Indian village 
surrounded by others who are 
slightl:y s:ronger who witness the 
agony of the dytng with an air 
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of tragic impotence. Then. the 
"crusades .against hunger" col]eet a 
certain amount of fWlds in the West 
and send them to India or Laos. 
Such campaigns have their ?lace 
- everything is usefo] in th.e �rug­
gle againsi murder by hungel', the
slaughter of the innocent, cold­
blooded genocide deadlier t:han the
most fearful war - but it is also
necessary to break up any concep­
tion that might give false assurance.
Such enterprises can only be encour­
aged if there is also at tile same
time a demystification of all illusions
about their real value. The uneasy
consciences of the most generous
Westerners are easily soothed by ihe
annual or semi-annual spending of
a Jittle to provide a sman Lao
with a little bowl of rice or a little
jar of milk for a small Biafran. The
compassion of the well-off for the
needy never surpasses a very low
threshold. The supplies that the
volunteers of the "c:rusades against
hunger" can collect in North Ameri­
ca and Europe represent, quantita­
tively, just a cl.rop in the immense
ocean of need.

The "public assistance" that some 
rich states offer some poor ones is 
hardly a lit tie more serious. At 'times 
the Americans distribute, with an 
eye-cl.rapper, some of the .. farm 
surpluses" which they have a hard 
time placing on the world market, 
but these "surpluses" fell from 38 
million tons of grain in 196] to 17 
million in 1967, and the "gifts" from 
the -US A, alway_s vecy limited, have 
been increasingly cut (three m:illion 
tons of wheat sent to India in I 967-
68, while India's annual production 
- l6.5 million tons of wheat and 38
million tons of rice - is insufficient,
and the New Delhi government js
asking for 33 million tons of wheat
a year).

The international assistance or­
ganized under the aegis of FAO 

(144 natfons art now members)' is a 
somewha1 less ludicrous palliative, 
because i1 is aimed, at least in 
principle, not D1ly- at taking care of 
a ,.-e1y sma)] pmi of the annual 
food JLeeds of u.nderde-veloped coun­
tries, but also at attempting to devel­
op the agricul :ure of these coun­
tries thro11gh productive invest­
me11ts. FAQ's �orld Food Program, 
in pr:incip]e

1 
aims at "relieving the 

misery" oE 11nderdeveloped countries 
by shipments e>f food surpluses and 
helpi11g their Economic, and espe­
ciaUy agricultual, growth by send­
ing certa:iJJ funds. The services of the 
WFP, at present directed by Fran­
cisco Aqujno, an Ecuadoran, have 
taken part in 218 "projects" in 59 
Thi!d W<>rld countries since the 
creation ()f the agency. However, 
these projeets are discreetly "selec­
tive," since 8Cl$, of FAO is con­
troi]ed by the USA. (i.n the October 
1967 session, wb.icb appointed a new 
director to repace Mr. Sen, the 
Americans had a Dutchman, Ad­
delic:e Boerma, former World Food 
Program director, elected in prefer­
ence to the ChiJean Berman Santa 
Cru:2 and the Senegalese Gabriel 
d'Arboussier) and it reserves the 
bulk o:i its support for the most 
"pro-Weste:rn" '1hird World coun­
tries For instance, the 12 most 
recent "projects• approved by the 
FAO in i1s session of Oc tober 5th 
- 141h in Rome will benefit seven
countries especially cJose to Wash­
ington (Formosa, Sou th Korea, Ecua­
dor, Colombia, Ghana, Tunisia, and
Turl<ey). l\loreo'\·er, these "projects"
are cf modest dirnensfons, because
only 200 million dollars will be in­
vested in all of tJiem in the next ten
years.

The bu dget of FAO :itself is only 
59.8 million dollars for the 19fl8-69 
fiscal oeriod (49.9 million dollars 
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for 19!�--67 ) ; mos1 oE it js 11sed to 
pay sUCfl " hllge bureaucracy that 
even hi§tt lfrf offidals have Cl'iti­
ci:zed ii ocia a general reform of tile 
organbatio11 has be�!l dedded on.By 
way of ccrn.�uiso11, ,vorld arrn il!Tlent 
eic:penditures come to 21c� 000 million 
dollars a reu. arx:I the Pentag<m':; 
computers lu.ve C<lncluded flta.t the 
Viet-Narr, war cost tbe Americans 
3() 000 million dollars i□ 1007 and 
t:h.at ":l:20000 doUars must be spent 
to kjll ju1 one Yietcong soldier." 
The ig1lcmiJi.ioL:ls cluracter o:f the 
"world's hullger" sb<l�.S up in full 
ligh1 -v;Ji.en such figures are consid­
ered. The "focd efjort" that 
manl:d.J1..d could Jllake wo11.ld C ()St, in 
fact, ver:r ]it1le compared._ wi1h the 
"military dfort" t:Ji.at i s  going on all 
over t:h.e ,miverse bec::rn:;e of impe­
rialist a�gressiveness. Th.e rnltiva­
tion cl uing the coming deca des of
7000 rnillicm bec1ares (0111 of JS 000 
million) :ht still lie falJow on this 
planet and whkh are arable with 
the means a.railabie ; t  this time (at
present <lll])' 1300 million hectares 
are culthr:L.ted) woood not require 
astrom:m:c e>ependLtures In th.e near 
foture it would C ()St only- 6500 mil­
lion dollars to produce the 30 rnil]ion 
tons of chemical Eertiliz:ers needed 
b:y the ThLrd World to increase its 
farm proc!uc1ion so that its per capita 
consumpiion of iood products does 
not dnp an:y f11rther-. 

A False Optimism 

Capitalism's crime r>f starving 
underdeveloped countries becomes 
more rnon s1ro 11s each year. FAO 
predicis 1hat the rhird World's 
food aefieit, in terms. oE money, will 
reach 80�0 million dollars i□ 1975. 
Basing 1hemselves Oll a C()nserva1ive 
estimate o1 the .. po:p-ul ation explo­
sion" (1heir predii:t1Cln i s  50�0 mil-
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lion hurn an beings in 21JOCJ, wh.He 
de111ographers daim a figure closer 
to 7000 mrnion), Bernard Rosier and 
Rene Du mont anna.mced in 1966' 
that in 19BD thE Thi Jd Worltl wou ld 
lack 151) million tons of  gr a in, and 
fht thLs would bring abollt gen­
eJ alized famirlEs. 

Today a number o:1 writ ers who 
do 11.'t see ihe fllture a.s da rJc say that 
HiO will not be as apoealy-ptic as 
these Cassandrns predict. This is 
true of Gabriel .Ard ant' ancl Gilbert 
Blardone' - they l<Jok t<lw ards the 
foiure in an a]most .1erene way - it  
is  true of  OCDE aIJd FA.O's" we]l­
paid and. well-ied e:xJ1erts who repeat 
aJmost vErbatLm 1he US Govern­
ment's thesis accordiJJg to which 
"Between now and HBO th.e world 
is not threatened with a gra in 
slortage" (US Department of Agri­
culture Repor1, ,vasliingtl>n, August 
21, 1967) . 'I'h e Di1ector <J:f FAO 
himself h.as added Jii:; v<Jice to the 
reassuring ch.oru.s. ln a June 20, 1968, 
press conference .in Rome, Mr. 
Boerma, play-in.g the role of a fakir, 
prophesied wjth perfect assurance 

.lTous 11 ILons a La. f11mire (We Are Going 
f'owa1ds Fami-n.e ) ,  Du Seuil :E:ditions, Es­
J>Jit Collection, 1966. 

• .Plan dt ltLtte centre b faim (Plan jor
S' truggle Agaiou-i fftt11.1.i1), l'resses Unt­
vtrsitaires de Fra1tce, 196{i. 

• "La famine peut Etre i<aincu.e" ('Famine
Can Be Conquered"! . arlicle p 11bllshed 
by Crduance cle� Jn;nes Natio11s mag­
atine, May 1968. 

• CJ., for example, amor.,g the OCDE pub­
lications, the orH 111,Tilten 1>1 Yoran 
Ohlin, Reg1Lla1in cleinographiq11� et e:r­
-puision econorn.iqtte (l>emograpllic. Reg­
u.!atfon and Eco11omic Ez:pansion),
Paris, 11>68, and among 1he F'AO publica-
1i ons, tltat writ1en by Walter K. Pawley, 
.Possibilites d'accroltre [a prodtLciion ali­
nentai7e mondiaLe (/>u1-ibiiitie1 for 111.­
neasinf World Eood Producti.on), R()me, 
1003. CL also Ille FAD Rep-0rt on the 
State of Food. and .A�7iCtLlttLre ht 1967, 
J> edone Editions. Paris, 1967.

that "By 1980 :famine may have 
disappeared from the face of the 
earth." AIJ of these persor.aUtie.s do 
not share th� same point oi v i ew, 
but they all count on a coJlective 
awakening of consciousness that will 
lead the gove rnments of developed 
countries to mobilize, in the comLng 
years, a part o:f their resources in 
favor of underdeveloped countrLes. 
Moreover, they all insist, with vary­
ing degrees of success, on hopeiul 
factors which they feel are dedsive. 

The most impor1ant of fllese 
factors is technLcal progress in agri­
culture (new seeds, no1ably for 
rice and wheat, new machinery, 
fertilizers, and insecticides). Expe­
rience has already shown that such 
advances can already provide yields 
twice or three times as greai as 
those obtained with the use of 1ra­
ditional methods. Many experts 
trust, in a more general way, that 
science will make, if they are to be 
believed, the improved conservation 
of food products possible by treat­
ing them with radioactive cobalt 60 
and will also be ab]e to produce 
synthesized amino acids and new 
protein-rich foods: chemically-pro­
duced artificial meat made from 
unusable remnants (skins, guts, 
hoofs, horns, hair) of slaughtered 
animals and above all petroleum 
yeast - which could replace, in the 
long run, the two items which are 
considered today the most useful in 
allayin g  hunger: powdered milk and 
fish meal Other experts assert that 
the· rapid development at the same 
time of birth control and the 
"mastering of fertility" could red:llce 
in the most feasible way the number 
of mouths to be fed. The example 
most readily offered is the spread 
of contraceptive methods among 
lndian women (518 000 intrauterine 
devices inserted in 1965, 1 250 000 jn 
1966, 2 485 000 1n 1967; 4 500 000 peo­
ple sterilized jn 1967). Also all these 

spec:mlists are rJC)W making a big 
fuss over a Vorld Bank project 
aimed at :f:inucin g a number of 
o peutions to llnit bir1hs in Third
WorJd countrie..

'Ihe perspec□ves which are thus 
opened are nl>I denied by anyone, 
but their pl>ssible scope is minimized 
by ,...,hai we (CJnsidu as conclusive 
argu ments amcng ibe ranks of the 
pessimist:; (Rei::e Dllmont and Ber­
nard Rosier are far from being 
isolated; tliey ba"Ve now been joined 
b y  Gunnar M:>r<lal, author of The 

Dram.a of Asic; Josue de Castro;. 
Alfred Sauvy, to a certain extent; 
and even by sane quite conformist 
No:rtb America.'ls soch as the Pad­
dock brothers") .  They claim that 
the actua] appli(ation of technical 
progJ'ess to agr culture is advancing 
slowJy, b()th because 1he promoters 
of such d1angEs usu.aJ1y do not work 
for tbe "commcn good" but in func­
tion of :financial yield criterias and 
beca11Se the rural populations of the 
Third World, c�nditioned by centu­
ries �f traditiona]ism, are very slow 
in m odifying 11-:eir traditional meth­
ods, even wltE11 1hey have the pos­
sibility to do S>. It will be just as 
dlfficult, the)' add, to generalize 
the use of "snithetic foods," since 
con.sumen' ha bits are as deeply root­
ed as those of agricultural produc­
ers, plus the hct ihat it seems 
tha t  mass distribution of "synthetic 
foods" will 1101 be feasible within 
the JJext 30 yeus. The same resis­
tan.ce created br cultural backward­
ness - and in particular the myth 
of the "curse o1 sterility" among 
the people of the Thirci World -
will limit 1he scope of the dif­
ferent birth c�ntrol measures. In 
this sphere thE restrictive attitude 
• Famine 1975, VT 2nd P. Paddock, Little 

B:rown a11d Co, E:clition, Boston and To­
ron1o, 1963.

•



r" 

I 
I 

I 
11 

I 

ll 

of religious authorities - be it Pope 
Paul VI, who condemned the con­
traceptive pill in August 19fi8, or the 
majority of the ulemas, the "doc­
tors of Islam" - plays a lasting 
negative role among the Catholics 
of Latin America and the Moslems 
of Asia and Africa. Contemporary 
neo-Malthusianism seems to exag­
gerate the concrete possibilities of 
a movement that will spread more 
rapidly among the small privileged 
classes than among the poor multi­
tudes of the Third World. Even in 
Tunisia, the most modern Moslem 
country in this sphere, "family 
planning" has become much more a 
part of the mores of the bourgeois 
women of La Marsa than of the 
Sahel peasants or of the southern 
Bedouins. In Ceylon birth control 
campaigns have· met with some 
success only in the cities and tea 
plantations. The praiseworthy efforts 
undertaken in India have not been 
able to prevent a population growth 
rate of 2.5% a year. 
The "Well-Fed-" and Selfish and 

the "Prisoners of Starvation" 

All of these arguments seem per­
tinent to us. We will add - stres­
sing what seems to us the most 
sadly conclusive fact - that the 
governments of the industrial world 
will not declare even a partial 
"mobilization against hunger" in the 
coming years. 

The European socialist countries 
cannot be of any great help to the 
underdeveloped countries, at least 
at the "food aid" level, although 
the philosophy of all revolutionary 
Third World countries should be 
"Help yourself and others will help 
you." On the other hand, eyen 
the most dramatic problems of 
the underdeveloped countries are 
- there is no reason to hide this
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fact - looked upon with certain 
indifference by the public opinion 
of the developed socialist coun­
tries. The new gener-ations have 
forgotten the enormous back­
wardness, 20 years ago, of their own 
countries in comparison to the West­
ern European countries, as well as 
the sacrifices and successes of the 
"period of construction." The cul­
tural upsurge from which they 
themselves benefit seems to them 
completely natural. They are now 
mainly concerned with what seems 
incomplete to them - this is a 
natural law of human societies -
and their present obsessions - the 
fulfillment of national personality 
and individual freedoms, a living 
standard as high as that of the 
West - are far-removed from the 
concerns of an Egyptian fe!l�h or 
a Latin-American peon. As for the 
capitalist world, it has never been 
said that it is moved by philan­
thropy. Stimulated by the "imper­
atives o1 consumption," drugged or 
conditioned by the mass media in 
the hands of capitalist power, the 
inhabitants of North America and 
Wes tern Europe have for the most 
part rather negative reactions to 
the seemingly exotic peoples of a 
Third World: a more or less latent 
racism, "superiority complex:," or 
at best, the vague impulses of a 
paternalistic charity. 

Rene Dumont sums up quite well 
the most common attitude found in 
Western Europe when he writes, 
"the hunger of others is the neigh­
bor's toothache." He then turns 
toward the governments and leaders 
of the "rich countries" to tell them 
the consequences of the famines 
which are announced for ''horizon 
80" - the social upheavals, popular 
explosions, peasant rebellions, riots, 
wars - are not without threats to 
the "affluent societies" and that 
"generosity has never been of more 
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interest to the selfish." Jfoweve:r, he 
seems to forget that the i1temal 
logic of capitalism a]ways pushes it 
in the direction of immediat� prof­
its, even at the expense, at times, 
of its own best interests. 

The coexistence of ihe law of 
profit and the law of h,mger is the 
great scandal of our century. T'he 
Ministers of Agriculture �f the 
"European Six" have mtt on co11J1t­
less occasions to try to harmon:ize 
their divergent viewpoints on the 
"crises of surplus farm prod11ction" 
(milk, butter, fruit, etc.) within 
the Common Market, but the iclea 
of sending at ]east part cif t:his 
"surplus" to thE hunge:r zones was 
not even considered for a moooent 
by the soothsayers of Brussels. T'he 
63 million tons of oil-bearin8 seeds 
(soya, sunflower, sesame, peanuts, 
etc.) produced on the plane1 cciuld 
provide the starving Third Wo:rld 
with 35 to 40 million tons of protein 
foods, but the USA and Western 
Europe find it more profitable to 
use them as fertilizer fo:r their mod­
ern growing methods or as cattle 
feed. Moreover, part of this cattle 
is fed on the meal made out of the 
nine million tons of fish caught 
along the Peruvian cC>ast just a 
1ew kilometers from Indians who 
are starving to death in the Ancles, 
and who could be saved by this 
fish meal. Of the six million tons 
of foodstuffs made from skim milk 
that are produced in the world, 
four million are used to fatten 
calves in the capitalist world and 
not the children who perish frC>m 
starvation in Guatemala, Brazil, or 
Colombia. 

"Every day 100 infants less than 
a year old die from hunger in 
Co'.ombia," Camilo Torres recalled 
in the last statement lie made in 
Bogota before joining the guerrilla. 
Another 100 babies perish every 
day in Guatemala, and 1350 more 

in Brazil. The suffering oi the 
small children who fall prey to 
ht.1nger is so terrible that according 
to the testimony given in June 1967 
by Mgr. Julio Gonzalez, bishop of 
Puno in Peru, on the famine caused 
by drought in llis diocese, some 
mothers killed their own child1en to 
cut short their agony. The mortality 
ra1e in children between one and 
fo11r years of age due to hunger 
or sickness is 9.7o/o for Latin Amer­
ica as a whole (11.2% in Brazil, 
where, in the Northeast, only one 
child out of two survives the first 
year; 10.!i3% in Chile, 9.9% in 
Bolivia, 8.�0 in Guatemala, 8.43% in 
ColC>mbia, 8.20% in Peru, 4.5o/o 
in Venezuela, while it is only 
3.81 % in Cuba, already the best 
medically equipped country in Latin 
America). This mortality rate is 
still higher, according to the United 
Nations Children's Organi2ation 
(UNlCEF) , in Asia and Africa, 
where -40% of the children do not 
reach adulthood. In the Third World 
as whole, children have from five 
to six times less chance for su:rvival 
than those of the developed coun­
tries, where the infant mortality 
rate varies between 2 and 2.5%. As 
far as adults are concerned, the 
rate of d.eath due to under-nourish­
ment, which is just 0.3/1000 in 
Canada and 0.9/1000 in the USA, is 
45, 40, 27, and 24/1000 in Bolivia, 
Guatemala, Colombia, and Peru 
respectively. 

Another statistical comparison 
between the underdeveloped and 
the developed worlds reveals the 
inequality between rid: and poor in 
the face of life and death. The "av­
erage life span" in Europe - that 
is , the life expectancy at birth, 
which was 25 years in the Middle 
Ages, 35 years early in the 19th 
century, and 50 years in 1900, 
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re ached 71) m 1960 .and 74 i11 1967 
( the Eitme for tlte USA is pretty 

much the 5arne). Tbe 1'hird Wedd 
is a wh.olE cen"tury oebind, since 
life �cpern:111cy todar in "'II.Dder­
de\elo1)ed <C1untries is 37 years (38 
in Me><i<o� 36 on the ave1age in 
Brazil - but 33 in rural aHas and 
2'1 in ihE tf1>rtheast - 35 ill lndia, 
32 1n Haiti and Baliv-ia, 30 in Pakis­
tan) . 1�n mbabHa nt 1>f 1he Third 
World Jives :half a.s long as cine of 
thedeYe]oped world, and 1hi, is due 
ma n I), to hungeL�. 

At t:he pre,ent s1age in the r.istory 
o:f m:irldrnl, imperialism, headed by 
US imper:ial.1sm, rnunhrs in silence, 
by h.unger:, <:10 million human beings 
living ()fl the con1inerits that i1 dom­
ina1es, p]ur,ders and exploits. This 
"cold viC1Jence" is J>erhaps wor-se 
than the '"hot viC1len.ce" em}lJoyed 
by imper-1alism -when it tTies to 
wipe out br means of murder, tor­
ture, and irnpris(ln.ment the people 
who aJE r-ising ui> against its injus­
tices fa eYe! growi11g numbers. In 
the Third World the only correct 
answer to imperia]ist violence� "hot" 
or �cold," is revol11tionaqr violence, 
and prindpally, -vhe1ever it is pos­
sible, organized anned strugg]e. 
AbC1ve all it is this revolutfonary 
vio]ence ad this armed st:ruggle 
that wilJ ddeat imperia]ism, that 
will wipe out tbe Jocal oligarchies 
and bourgeoisies 1>f tlte under­
develoj>ed countries that are tlte 
accompJic:es of the exploitative and 
profit-seekin.g rapaciousness of a 
neocolcmial:isrn whid1 leaves them 
but a fev,,, crumbs of booty in 
exchange :far their aid in guarantee­
ing the coritinua11c:e o:f its domina­
tion. Not. uDttil the po]itico-rnilita1y 
apparatus of these oligarchies and 
bourgeoisies fa annihllated will the 
peoples of Asia, .Africa, and Latin 
America be .able to truly transform, 
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i11 a socialist dit"ecL ion, th.e- present 
archa.ic and oppressive social struc­
hLres "'lhich. g ener:ite -u.Bdernourish­
nr. ent and famfoe ill :Ill the countries 
or ·these continents. 

rbe "pris()ne:rs of starvation" 
e v-oked iri the "[nt em a tional," the 
sc,ng lcnown to aJl rE-v olu1ionaries 
of the universe, �i.re essentia)]y, at 
present, those of the Third World. 
They are the "1,,uetc:bed of the 
e.arth" spoken of by Pxantz Fanon, 
wl!o will bring a"bout the ''begin­
n illg of tl1e end'' - fh.a.t is to say, 
the generaliz;ed cr:isis and the final 
defeat of imperialism No matter 
h1>w ,.,.eakened tht�· may be from 
lack of calories, tne "pri s011 ers of 
starvation'' posse$, ll eve rtl1eless,
Sllificient strength to bold a rifle 
OJ a sub-machine-gun i11 their hands. 
T'be hard rnad, the e:xalting road 
traced by Ch.e G11evar a in Ji is mes­
saie to OSPAAAL is the only one 
that ca:n lead them t() victory When 
thEy all realize 1ha1 ii j;; better to 
fight and perhaps diE wjth a weapon 
in their h.anc!s ra.th er tb.an. to die 
of hunger in passi--lity a !ld resigna­
ti oo, and ihat jn ibis stmggle, "they 
have nothing to lose but their 
chains," the twilight oj imperialism 
w-i 11 be very near.

No one denies '1ha1 this coming to
ccllsciousness of all the 51arving 
pEClple of the Thi1d Wor-111 will 
tal-<e time and will be difficult, 
b11 I it is inevitab]e, The "h.unger 
r�•olts" w.hicb have staited to ap­
pear in underdevdoped cC111ntries 
W'iJl spread duxing the coming years 
and some of 1hem will pass from 
the stage of spontaneous eicplosion, 
of peasant uprisings, to that of revo­
lutionary action. Ntw anii-imperial­
is t armed struggle, will be added 
to those all-eady 11nderw a.y ill Asia, 
A.fiica, and Latin America, and 
there will be an inc1easing number 
of full bellies pierced by bullets 
shat by empty bEllies. 
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A mer1d1an 
� l1bmratmn 

South Yemen: Towards a 
Definitive Liberation 

LATE IN November 1967 the last 
of British colonial rule disa'J)peared 
from South Yemen. NLF ,guerrilJa 
forces already occupied the interior 
part of the country. The NLF com­
mandos in Aden, the capital, be­
came the only recognfaed authority. 
Finally, on November 30, the new 
republic was founded - the Peo­
ple's Republic oi South Yemen. 

Thus ended four years of armed 
struggle. What in the beginning the 
sultans and the British thouiht was 
only a skirmish against a few tribes 
soon became, to the surprise oi 
many, a dynamic armed movement 
which paralyzed and neutralized 
militarily British troops stationed 
in the area and the co]oniahst­
created army and security forces, 
The "skirmish" with the Radian 
tribe turned into guerrilla war. The 
urban commandos not only at­
tacked military installations but car-
1·ied the war to the individual c o­
lonialist, hunting him down in the 
street or in his home, preventing 
him from living peacefulty. Their 
target was not only the foreil{n op­
pressor, but 9pecial emphasis was 
given to the struggle against the 
traditional oppressors, the ones who 

had become the loyal collaborators 
of colonfalism: the sheikhs, sultans, 
and emirs. 

The s lruggle for independence 
gained a profou.nd ideological and 
political content, during the fi.rst 
two years, wnich broke the tradi­
tionaJ limits of the purely national­
ist movements in the Arab world 
and in o1her regions, The NLF 
Chnter- of 1965 was the most elo­
quent e:xpression of a movement 
whole sights were trained on ob­
jectives of revolutionary impor­
tanc�, 

The victory of November 30

broL1ght about two exceptionally 
imporiant events: the total.and un­
conditional e:xpulsion of British co­
lonialists and the destruction of 
the existing feudal and semifeudal 
struc:tures, with their sultans, 
emirs, and sheikhs. 

However, the revolution in South 
Yemen was not - and still isn't -
free from conibcts and obstacles. 
As it grew into a powerful move­
meni and a real danger to British 
colonialism, as its objectives became 
more and more revolutionary, as 
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it began to i.llfl11e1ue other are.u 
and me>V':?1r1er,ts 1n. the .Al'abia]l PeJl, 
i11sllla, tlu 1e�ciJuti1>ll, a-ccor-ili11g tCJ 
tile N LF le�.! H �, bad 1o overcome 
all the maneu"·er:1 and intrigu�, 
cooked 1..p b:5, the c:onfuc:iit1g inter­
est:J in t!l� Arab wac·::d. 

011 e of these ma.n.e u ,e1> �a:s wh t 1 
can b� �a1Le:l. toda:, H .. e "F'LOSx' 
Pl'ocess" J"LOSY- (Fro11 t far tbe 
Lil::eraticn ci1 O:cupied Sooth. Ye­
me1111 liai l>e !.ll c:c:ea.te:i i11 Cairo :ir1 
19!» aric intr<>il.Jced to the worJd 
as tile b:rly \Tbi.cl'J o,tei.sil>l:y re:p­
rese11.ted tle :-iLF. 'lhe organiza­
tiom, acc:>rdrrig to tie Nl..F, realJ:51 
rei:rese11..;ed the i.nteres1s oj .Aclen':, 

rehrrnist l>1>iU"geoi1:ie l.lld of the 
fe�dal s�cti>r.5 in 1avoJ of a J1Eocci­
l1midis I ;c,]uticinAlilioog!. s1>�e elt­
mt:n. ls cd t:IJe NLF a�reed !CJ join 
FLOSY, :ltE:reb:5 in�;si11g the coo­
fusm. ii:e prooc:jpal leaders refuse() 
to cl.o so 'J'lj)ie wltc, -wue abrolltl 
fou :1.!l 11:ern.St]VES c:1>111.J>letel� iso­
latEd. vh]e the ]eadeis inside the 
COll.lltry vere Jrtve11te:i from being 
hearil. Clltsicf the c:0untr:y whell 
tlH•:ir onlr e :cit was i>Jodced - the 
e11tnr tCl Jfor11i 'i{eme11. The situa­
tion - \Tl! publicly ci?11ouncEd � 
No,,err.ber- l!HS. Hovever, the de­
nunciatiol dii 1:1ot go beyo!ld the 
cou 11:ry and :it I.fas c,rJ;y Jato that 
the Je<lple fCl11.11.d out that the NL:F' 
existed ill an iJtilepende11t Mcly- an.LI. 
was leading tile: ;tr11tsle. Overcom­
ing thes� at1ci ot:hr difficultie:S,. 

facing 1tie hostility a11d the pres­
su1es �j the reactionary Arab re­
glrTleS ii.�lded "by Saucl Arabia, the
NLJ' azlLE\.'ed ,•ic:tory by rea:ffirrn­
ing 1ts i:o!itrcal personality as the 
va11�srtl of thE South Yeooenite­
peo1>le. 

After viciacy,. t:he NLF l>egar1 
a!lotller batile, perlups more dii­
ficult, wrl lage.1: ttle sClcial libera­
tion o:i 1he cou11tr.,, 1he overcom-

G) 

ing of centuries <,f backwardness 
and ltS years of co]on:i.ll ll.lle. 

Ccl011ial Heritage and Present 
?r-aclems 

To cl escri.be the colonial teri tage 
Olle only llas ta point out tbat there 
a.1e barely a dozen doctors to take 
care oE one and a half mi Ilion in­
h, bit ants oi South Yemen; bllt this 
11 lierit21e" extends even further. 
The COllDtry's natural wealt:h was 
never exploited, and the c,ll.!y in­
vestments that were ever- made 
werE within the limit of the capital 
city. Petroleum was never e:xploit­
ed ill spite of the fact that Yemen 
h.11s the richest oil depo�it:s of the 
Arall world. Altliough a f e"" new 
cro?s l'Yec:e in t:rod11ceci, sucl, as cot­
ton, agriculture !lid not eTen go 
thro 11gb the stage of an e x::tensi ve 
single-crop system. The peasant 
continues to till the soil mth a 
wood e:1 plow. as he did centuries 
ago. 

'l'he country is surrounded. by a 
sea rich. in marine 1esources, but 
the c:olonia]ists did not invtst one 
shillin� in iisherie:s; fishing tech­
niques and vessels are as primitive 
a11d backward as they wec-e 200 
years tgo. Fish a11d mollus!Q. rot on 
the shores and docks to the detri­
rnen t of the 10000 famiJjes who 
depend on fishing fo,r their- live­
lihood. 

Yemen has no economic: infra­
structure. Any development oroject 
wou]d Ila ve to start from zero. If 
it were decided to build a small 
cement plant near the sources of 
raw material, the first pro 't>!em to 
be solved would be the road or 
high way to reccn the- plant The 
quickest way to get to Abiyan, an 
important agricultural regioc, is to 
wait fol' th e tide to go ou1 arxl then 
to walk along the seashore. Statis­
tics, data, references, and scientific, 
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technical, or economLc document:s 
are very rare and the Jittle that di.d 
exist was carried off by the Bc:i.tish. 
A few portfolios :forgotten duc:ing 
the British evacuation have been 
used to make the geologic prospec�­
ing plans of the country. 

As colonialists t:he British acted 
primarily on their military needs. 
The occupation oi South Yemen 
c entered around the conve r-sion oi 
the port of Aden into a first-c]as:! 
military base, the s-eat of the BrJtisb 
High Command in the Middle East 
Thus, for many years British mili­
tary operations in the East and in 
East Africa were based on the po11 
of Aden. All aspects oi the city be­
came hypertrophied and deformed 
Aden's economy was made second 
to the needs of the port, and ir1 
time the British bases represented 
80% of the country's economy. 
Aden's status as a free port and re­
fueling station for 600 ships month• 
ly, contr ibuted to the economy's de­
formation. The capital's broad ave­
nues and modern port installatiom 
contrasted with the absolute pover­
ty and primitivism oi the rest oi 
the country. Even within the port 
city, only a few yards away from 
the modern buildings of Malla, one 
can see hundreds of miserable huts 
incrusted in the volcanic hills sur­
rounding the city. These huts are 
the heritage oi colonialism in all 
its magnitude, the true South Ye­
men, and not the well-stocked 
stores and buildings of Malla and 
Tawahi. 

The interior of the country was 
subdued and exploited indirectly 
through the sultans and emirs. Sup­
ported and encouraged by British. 
colonialism, the sultans and sheiks 
- whose titles date back to the prim­
itive patriarchal communities -
transformed their authority, for-­
merly limited by community rep­
resentatives, into absolute power.
They became the "masters of lives

and rro[:Ert:y ." On the other hand,
tribe diEierenc es- due to different 
reascins - wert a]so fanned by the 
colo:n.i.alists. Ta� army and security 
forces had beeo created with native 
!?ers:n:mel, chie:1:y, men from certain 
regi�ns an!l trbes, such as Aulaqui 
and Nedura. 'l'ltis shows how the 
colo:nial 1uthonties tried to play up 
the u:ident tribal conflicts and dis­
f)utes. 

Wn�t 'l,JE co11ld cal] the "institu­
tio11�lrzaiion" tf tribal di fferences 
was carried out through teiritorial 
fragmentation. Each fragment was 
macl.e in10 a "&ate," wrth its sepa­
:rat� orgrnizations. structures, bud­
iet, eco11�JJ1Y, army, and police. As 
a>art oi this policy a campaign was 
carried on to l:ilock an� attempt at 
c:ult1u:al d.evelo pment, to annul Arab 
cult11re, il□d keep the country tied 
educatio:n ally and culturally to the 
c:olon:ial JJ1etrap0Lis. Imported En­
g]isl!-lan.guage textbooks were used 
in tile sdlools,:md E nglish was used 
1or all ""orking purpose s. 

In th.e Aden area alone, Britain's 
wi tharaval and the evacuation of 
troops led to the unemployment of 
25 0()0 workers who directly or in­
direc1ly worked on or for the bases. 
Of t.11e 600 ships which monthly 
stopped to ref1El and unload mer­
chaJJ.ciise in the free port of Aden, 
on!::>· LOO ships - that is, one sixth 
of the total - were stopping at the 
port afte1 Israel's aggression in 
1961. 

Yeme1:1 needs teachers and Arab 
textbooks to begin its school year. 
The boob must be purchased abroad 
at ;u:1 exorbitant price. Teachers, 
like doctors, rnust be contracted in 
other A1ab countr ies. In this field 
too there is a contradiction in the 
fact that the iew doctors and teach­
ers a�aiJable frequently go to work 
elsewhere :for better pay. Of course, 
Kuw�it, Saucti Arabia, and Libya

e 



c. n o /fer--, 05 ldg:Jt Sllaci es in con­
\Jc:i S1 to 11\e made�L orie .1 irr Soutli
'iemeo 'Jbis is. • seri c>us problem i11
S::uth 'i en n 's s e arc l f i>r tee h nical
ud µ-i>feSS1<1:m 1 I pe.1so1111.eL

The agra.r .a, 1e-fonn JS j11st be­
f .nllii:g. Y.:cre tJim 3,..-;, �f tl:ie la11d
ud t-n.,v1:,ts l.a.d. l::ee1 ii. the h.an.is 
�= th I sleKrE an:l. ;ult lr.s; tod.i:y 
11ds l.:t.d Li l:a�g diltri.b...t ed or. tJie 
!>1Si s of a ::ir..a,-.inn:111 <>f 5-0 nonini­
g ate d .ici:es ua 25 i ·rig lteci acres. 
Howen r _ tbo? ciEimi ·j1;e r.onns of 
ugan..zat.oo, prcxh<tion., .in.i con­
irol bvt s: .. LI n� t be�n clearl:y 
�stabl.siec, 1 ltho11gl they ha-ve 
l>een disc used widelS'- SirJlilarly, 
solu1i-011s b> c>1bo: pl'cbJe:ms �illiter-­
.icy, 11J1empl�yooent, etc.) a:i-e still 
be rn g 1hraslu ii. out 

1n ger:era I, s<1]11 ii o ns to rnat1:y 
p1oblcrns ;ue t1<1-w being dis cussed. 
'rile I cgic a fJjlllr� i11 the talk; with 
Ge-eat Br11ai 'l (cat1cel l.1.1:icm of aid 
:rnd a;�is'at1ce, ll'.larle1 r�stnctions, 
etc.) aggrain..!ed a b.1.!I si1uabon 
:fer tre 1 ev Re])ubli::, \.,·Juel. soon 
fcuncl isclf facing aiotl.er maJ or 
p1oblcrn. it }acl. vir:ua□5 no other 
mad1ct Ila 1be Bri1lsb. 

So, :le ce:2t proble:n �as 1hat oi 
:iid, assisunce, OOlCl in :eraabo:ial eo­
OJerati.on flcr::i the sodalist coun­
tries aid 1he p•og1esi1ve Arab n.a­
ti1>ns. L'p t) :m<1w, ,1,;ith a je,v ex:ce p­
tions, ihe d e�))Hatelr needed aid 
alld assis1a11c:e s}dne ior their ab­
sence. 

On the ctr1er llanc:l, when i1 wifh­
d1cv, Gre It :Britain left a chroni­
cally unfav-i>r� �le ba.lance of pay­
ments. [t .h a-1 also ioade the army 
at1d �cuity- forces :reated by i1 
the be.t ,:ad. in all � A.�ab worlcl, 
e:,;cep- in Kuvai1. A ]a1ie i;:art o1 
the f:,esct1t .Reput>li:'s bucl�et is 
st.ll a.helled 10 rnilitar). eicpendi­
tures, chifil,r s.i.ades_ 

Tlus 1s �OL.t� Yeme,. [t is essen­
ti1Hy t:Jie sane today - e><cEpt for 
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Ad�n - .is th.e Yenl�n of� or 200 
:years ago. From this faci siem a11 
its p.1cse□i eeo!lomic and social 
problems� all egual]y seri1>us in 
nature aJld number-. The !ask is 
i mrnet1se ancl is f11rther agg:ravated 
by ve•y <:i>mpJe:x poLtical p:oblems. 

Political Problems 

Thel'e are -v er-y de ii cate �oblems 
vvh:ich go beyond 1he concrete ques­
tiors in the economic an<l social 
fields. These problems have led to 
the cr:isis ,vhich confronts 1be coun­
trv an.d tlie NLJ' sin::e March 1968. 
In l>rid, these problems are as fol­
l<>ws: 

S 1m.:i \"a.I vriihin the new Rcpu b­
li c of t:lt c o]d Briti sh-cre.i1ed ar­
my, sccurHy forces, and adminis­
tration. 
P arallcl existence <1i guenilla de­
tuchments .end commrndt> units 
grou.ped rn the "Popular Guards." 
These coristitute a military force 
outside the a1my and die secu-
11 :y forces without any defined 
iasks or role 
Org.1.ni2a1fon oi revolutionary 
power on the basis of tte NLF 

Par:y. Crca1io11 oi new- orga­
nizations alld rnec hanisms by the 
Revolution ta guaran1ee coJ1trol of 
revolutionary power_ 

Clear, concrete, ancl detailed for­
mu.latio11 of a plan or pro_giam of 
revolutionar, act:iD!l and 11s sub­
scqu en t applica lion. 
Tllese follr problems collstitute 

tl,e centc r of the l)Olilin.1 crisis 
which began in Mar-ch, aoo they 
characieri2e virtually the e:i.tire de­
veloprrent of the process oi revolu­
tion a.ry co nstruc tian. 

Tli.c de bates and contr aiictions 
which these problems brou/i!Jtt forth 
led to the Conference of Zlnj!uibar, 
which affirmed a line of revolution­
ary action lo solv� these matters. 
However, the events of Much 20 
in which sectors oi the NLJ' and of 

the army iook a series o[ repressive 
measures agajnsi other se<tor:s cl 
the NLF destroyed the possibility cl 
really carrying out tbe stipulatior.s 
of the Zinguibar Confere11ce. 01 
the contrary, the events of Mar<, 
20 and the iricidents and confrontE­
tions whkh took place ]atec in ME­
dinat Al Shab and Jaar m.1.de anr 
step forward jmpossible. The polP­
ical and ideological cont rad.ictio::s 
even resulted in bloody enc:ou-:1tecs 
between different sectors of t 
NLF, and seriously endangered the 
South-Yemenite revolutiot1. 

These even ts jeopar-diz:ed the 
s tabibty of the new republic aid 
the integrity of the NLF. 'J'he mc­
ment was favorab]e for cour­
terrevolutionary forces taa1 had, 
meanwhile, been constantly prepa1-
ing themselves in Saudi Arabia to 
launch an open aggresslon against 
the Sou.th-Yemenite revolutjon with 
the aLd oE the CIA and the US Go"­
ernment. The region:s afiected I>;, 
the counterrevolutionary aggression 
were Aulaqui, :.vledhira, and Beihan. 

The seJection of these 1hr(!e pro"­
inces was not accidental. British co­
loniaiists had filled tbe loca] army 
and security forces with per so r.s 
from these regions, chiefly i10m AL­
laqui and Medhira. Armed antico­
lonialist strnggle scarcely existed i.n 
these provinces so that they were 
quite removed from the revolutior,­
ary process. When the revolution 
took over it could not, because d 
material conditions and other prob­
lems, bring any benefits to these 
regions. On the contrary, when ce1-
tain negative elements were re­
moved from the army and security 
forces, the communities in these 
provinces jnterpreted these dism:�­
sals as reprisals and acts of di:s­
crimination against the tribes d 
Aulaqui and Medhira and reacted 
accordingly. 

The enemy was perfectly aware 
of this situation, and this explair.s 

why th.ese three :provinc�s were 
en o:sen for lJJ. e deve]opment o( its 
a,ggressi"e p]aJ1.s Moreover, the rc­
ac!ionary sectors which predomi­
nated. in Nor,h Yemen permLtted 
an<l SUJl])Orted the activities of the 
cou11tecrevo1ut:onary bands which 
participated b. the �grcssion of 
Jul;· and .Augus1 against the Repub­
lic �E South �emen. 

Tile touQter :ev olu �ion ary aggres­
sion. al!:O gne rise to another 
phe:nomenon: a large number of of­
fice1s from the army, a?>.d especially 
from th.e secu-1ty forces, as well 
as soJdiers a 'ld nonrommission·ed 
oificers, deser1ed o.'er to the 
cou11.tecrevo]ut.onaries. Many of the 
olficers 1vho committed treason and 
passed over to the counterrevolu­
tiorL p]a;yed outstanding roles in the 
e-vents of March 20. Some, a minor­
ity, were motivated exclusively by 
tribal sentime::i.ts and ties. 

In this difficult situation the 
sectors of tre NLF which had 
taken 11.p arrn� aiter the events of 
J aar came out :sgainst the counter­
revoluticnary aggression and de­
fended the so"'ereignty of the new 
Republic, although they continued 
to main1ain tr.e1r positions against 
the Government. But the aggres­
sion.. the imminent danger, and the 
attitude of the rebelJious sector of 
the NLF against the aRgression led, 
in pracbce, to a truce between the 
diffor-en1 sectors of the NLF and 
the Government Thus there began 
an interregnum which was favor­
able for the reopening of discus­
sion, the evah.ation of events, the 
internal situation of the NLF, and 
the future prospects for the South­
Yemenite revolution. 

TJie security forces were then 
reorganiied ,chiefly around the 
polittcally tru;tworthy combatants 
of the NLF, an increasing number 
of whom joined the army as of-
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jic:ei-s. Many- �Dl ba..tm t� and o ther 
elements of the NLF, sorne of whorn 
Ji.a.ii rise11 in lrn:tS a�aiin st t lte 
Ga\/ernme-nt in t,.fay-, als1> j oined. t ile 
]) r ci< ess o:f reocgan:iz:a. iio11 , 1etur11iJ1 g 
io the cities ;ill.I, j□ sorn.e cases, to 
ibe Gene1al C�lrlmanil cd tlte NLF. 
"\Vjt:bin the l ttia: body iltere beg n1 
.i J>rocess oE clis<l.lSSion of ;ill 
J> ro�lems as ,el as 1>f the im­
J11ediate a.no l<1:11g-.-a11g,e J>rosp,ects
<Jj the Soutb-'iemeniie r e\/olllti-0n.

'J' lie count«JJE.._o lutio llatJ .iggres-
900, sponsorecl t>y- the Ullit eel 
S t;i"(es and react:o 11 uy Arabs, w-a. s 
cru:!!hed 1hamh to t:he formid;ibl,e 
p-0J> 11lar mo-ve ooent 1Vbich llelptcl 
;iJl sectors of file pop1i lalion amd 
1he NLF' to ni1e i11 tlte :figll.t 
:itainst tile comrn1>n e:n.emy. 'This 
:!!bo,vs the u: lraordin:irr  basic 
�trength of 11« SC1utb-Yeme nite 
l'e�·o]u tion_ 

Ar. a result of ihese conversa.­
ti1>B.s:1 consultati�lls, ud dis:ussi ons, 
ve have Eor1rrufated ancl approved 
vhat we can c::iJl a pl an or prog1am 
of revolu1iona� a c1im diiectecl il.1 
l!eimning a□d � eve loping the fir:s 1 
stage of the re\/o]utim., vii.at tile 
leaders of tle NLP call the "na­
ti o n.al democrab< re'\/ol11 ticm." Tile 
p]an in ques1i()n a.ims at a series of
ecooomic obj ec tives wbic1t would 
mark the beginniJ1g o1 the co\lntry's
re\/olutionar,i tr.usfo:nmiiion_ A se­
rLe s of politic:al obj ectives comple­
ment the plam (); economic action.
ll 1> th the po liticaJ and econo rnic
aspects are fondalllentall;y impor­
tant and the aJ>prov-al and. imple­
mentation of one aspect cannot Ile
conceived of "i.ihout tha1 of the
other. The politjcal and economic
objectives of the plan are clear and
concrete. They reie r  to the situation
of the port; the b anki og system ;
im]>1>rts and ex:p:>rts; the agrarian
ref()rm; the rol � of 1he Sia1e and 
sta.tie econOinS' il l  a fuide for the
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cou11try-'s development; tile re­
org miz:itioll of the political and 
po�er agencies of the St ate and the 
NLJ' Party. incl uding the army and 
the se c11rit:y jorce s ;  a.s .ve]l as the 
orientation of Sooth Yemen's 
foreign polic� to the development 
of rel.ition:i and cooperation with 
the soci.alis 1 couotries ,  the Jlrogres­
si ve Arab natio11s, and t:he Jlational 
l iberation rno Y"ements of the Third
Woild, particllln]y of the Arab
world.

This program is a solid. irrefut­
ablE b ase on whic:ll to definf' 
the goals clearly an!l it is precisely 
in this stage of definition and 
dira:tio11 tl:iat th e South-Yemenite 
revolu1i on is in. 'I'his does not mean 
that everyt:hing tod ay is going well; 
the approval Clf the program wil1 
pose problems of implementation 
and fat11re development. The com­
ing siages of the revolution wilJ 
bring new ideas and trends both 
on 1he domestic le,•e] and in the 
s tru.ggle ag ai□st imperialist aggres­
sors and Aral react.ionarjes who 
surround the- r1ew Republic and 
conspire against it constanily. 

N evertheless, the program is 
feasible, a good alternative which 
if accomplisned could eventually 
m ake the ge-nuir,e p1>litical reorien­
tation and reo:rgani:i:ation of the 
coulltry possil>le and which would 
pennit the revolution to emerge 
fron its year-lo11g state of conflict. 

TJte a_pprovaJ and implementation 
of the program will create the 
conditions for the union of all 
sectors of the NLF aJld its reorga­
nization. on solid bases. 

Importa nce of the South­
Yemenit• Revolution 

T'Ae iriumph of the South­
Yeaieni1e re-voliltion has shaken 
the Arab world. especially the 
Arabiiltl Peninsula The Saudi 
moriarchy, the feudal elements of 
North Yemen, and the emirs, 
sultms, and sbeikhs who serve as 

lackes-s for BrLti.sh coloni illism iJl 
the Arabian Gulf siates see tb e 
revolution as a death challenge. US 
imperialism, wJiich js disp]aeio � 
the British and is carrying 01 
strate gies and tactics aimed at the 
absolute control of ilie region•; 
petroleum wealth, sees the revoJ·.a­
tion as the chief obstacle to i.� 
objectives. All of these elemen� 
have merged to crush the revol11-
tio11 as shown by their attempts iJl. 
Ju]y and August 19613 and by th_e 
fact t:hat they support the c:ountec­
revolutionary b-md.s being trained 
on the borders of Saudi Arabia aod 
in certain regions of North Yemen_ 

The South-Yemenite revolutioJl 
has already begun to exert gre11t 
influence on the liberation move­
ments in the Arabian Peninsula 
and even outside of t:h.is area. It 
has reaffirmed the ro]e ()f armed
struggle as the- way to reac:h.
genuine liberation; it has contr-ibut­

ed important experiences in th.e 
field of guerrilla warfare under th.e 
peculiar social and geographical 
chancteristic s and conditions of 
this part of the world ; and it has:

shown the importance and pos­
sibilities of armed struggle in the 
cities. 

In this key region of the Middle 
East, the imperialist powers are 
struggling over spheres of influence. 
conce:isions, anq control ;  Sout:h. 
Yemen is their chief obstacle. The 
policical, revolutionary, and .p:ro­
gressi v-e forces (whLc;h are small 
a11d in many cases splintered), 
have in South Yemen a source of 
inspiration and legitimate experi­
ence. 

The guerrilla moveme-nt in 
Dhofar, the politica l  forces which 
are undertaking armed struggle  in 
Oman, Muskat, Qatar, Bahrein, ancl
other regions, and the revolutionary 
nuclei being developed in Sau.di 
ArabLa have an ex:ample to folJow 
in S011th Yemen. The development 

:ind triwnph �f the :revolution in 
Se>u lll Yemen. has led to a re­
organ iz:a tion ()i the political forces 
aim�d at creabng a ba sic union for 
the victorioui ou tco:ne of the 
antieolonialist and anti-imperialist 
strugglie in llii strategically im­
portant area in the Arab world. 

Tl.e influe11ee of the South is 
gaining ground in North Yemen, in 
the direct stnggle against feudal 
and tribal forces whicli at present 
predominate Lll that country. The 
NLF h;as repe::t-ed many times that 
if b-ot.h Yernem are redly brothers 
in their llistory. geography, com­
munity; and idiosyncrasies, it is no 
less true ihat the P.Olitical process­
es 11.ow iakiDt place in both re­
pubJics are ver� different and are 
an ol>stacle to real unity. The NLF 
bases its policies on this fact. It 
maiJ1tains that uni.ty with the 
North cannot be a constitutional 
unity, that th.e Arab world has seen 
too many fail ues of this type of 

union and integiation, that integra­
tion m11st han a genuine political 
and revolutionlry basis. In keeping 
with this analy �is the NLF main­
tains 1hat llnit:y must begin with the 
masses, the inttgration and coopera­
tion of social forces that can par­
ticipaie in a1:1d develop a revo­
lutionary proctss in North Yemen. 
Thu�, tilt NLF' has a policy of close 
unity and collaboration with the 
students. workers, peasants, and 
progressive political forces of North 
Yemen. 

Therefore, as 1he combatants and 
leaders of the NLF and many other 
Arab revo]utionaries say, the South­
Yemenite revolution should by no 
means be frustrated; it must be 
cons:ilidated and broadened and 
play the role of a political revolu­
tion ary vanguard which it has 
legi1imately won during the hard 
years of strugBle. 
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Black Panthers: 
the Afro-Americans' 

Challenge 
George Murray and .Jou<lon Major Ford 

t'b t tn • .1in pl of 1he CLban Eevo:u tion ten ;)'e an ago, cnl::r ninet:y rri!es from 
tl:e C.i:st npen.tl.tH piv.:er cle:ncru.t"ated that tl:e elose prese11<e of. the 
ll:1C>1.i'1e!' d>«s no! nah! �a.Lt.on 1npo5Sible. A.bout 1l'E sarw:e t:irne, the 
clal�nJ figures of L11m1:m.l>1, Toirl!, a.nd Nkrurnal r->se J.P crd made 
nld1:i1 th.? arde1u ..iesre fa- ltert)' at a cont111cnt e-cpbted for c1nturie.:s. 
!lh.cx:in ;!;� •t 'that trn�. Jreadad that 1he struggle a,;ains! ra.::ism was 
tr.er tuly :.r.Jted lll'it1 the s1uggle .iga1rut <0lo3ial1.1rn and in.?irialism. 
A.lru o.'t in t..nisoc, Fra.1tz F 1ro□ vro IC abou I 'the wretcl:ed d 1.te ear1h," 
uid Cle <i-1cvara, su:nrring up bis expenences 1s 1 fll.El'riU;a, :nacle the 
ne'!l-a:l; f�r 11:leir ll>e-a1ion avJilablt to the explo1l1d. 

'D2u pbencmena, apparert]y discon,ectcd, had l'l!l]CL'C\JS1ons on the most 
d<l!:lonea elm:erits oj t:he blacl J>Op.1latlon of the Vll.iltd States, a.r1d gave 
va:, 'O an e:i,lraord.nay q1ialitative c:bange in thair .:stn..;ggle .£1tl' since 
1hcn, t'\fro-..\rner1cars have l1arned 1hat to demand "ci"'11 rig;ht;' (which 
uiu11J11113 tC1 agreeing t� t.be ln,el ol c:xploiiation lo v,l\id:, the po•r whites 
are �Ltrnittcdl Ls nCJt rn�ugll. ad th:a1 it is a matter oj fighting hr their 
h!nu ngll.ts, of resn1ing; 1he r stol u1 dignlt::r. Yesitrd ay's detrands for 
•i11ei::r1t10A• h,rve been jc!Jo-.:ed by today's rcv0Jutio1ary wacl!word:
'lllul Fovtr" 

GE?<x Je :u:.uray ard Joudcn �.ajar E'ord talk about lhi1 in an e:i:clusive 
interview !cr Tr·,cor.tirentlll 

Geor 1e Nu-ray- 22 rne of a :1am ly �! 11 children, !ollov--ed tb.e sune road 
d ira--y ticr:-.h hln?r:ic:ait t:hck: peo]'le: !10111. lus nrn,e M1$!Ss:ppi lo a 
llCNQJJ gil et-.o; Iron ·.enor i, t..'le SCDtb t.o po1ice rcpres.on h 1:1? North. 

fie )cgar lis llnde,gmund a:ti-,itJes at l6 In 1007 he -was jailed jcr leading 
a r,-,<I: at 1 1t.11e L.nirerslt::,. ,r,d JS 1: present aut o� l:::al. He lS lllinister 
�t l:<l i ·otioc ,1 'the llhcl Pa'l ·ter P uly 

1n◄•n N:aj<r Ford, JB, born in.Harl ,m :,.ew 'Y�cl, grt"' c:1p b Ne.,, York·s 
:Btc:ir> c-Stu.n.esant ;ect101, 1h! brges• black gbetlJ Ill the Umied States. 

A. !orre1 stident. he undtrtcck mt.i.tary ttaill.in,: m Uc Cl\.il ,\iy Patrol
Scrv ca Ua:i:ej Sunes .l.u.xiLa:;1 A..r Eorce. A.t lllc end ol Tune 1003 he was 
JJCO:n:::t d to Ue 1anl cf CaptJi-1 o! tl:ic 81a.ck Pan1het Paty Oeadu of the 
]f t\.Y �,rk chtp!Er). 

What clrcams.tances lr1ta1"bC a.b♦ut Ille 1,�a. � tile 81adr. Fant.her Part:,-r 
MURRAY: The- contradi.ctions oi the blaclc peo:ple's s1ruggle for 
civil rights, which-to be more- s_pecific, we rnitht sa:y the rig1i.t 
to vote, the right to eat at lun.ch counteJ'$ \7hae previous!y 
black people had been refused servi:e, the right to wt the same 
toilets that white people h.ad been Wiing, cH· the :right to drink 
out of water faucets that were preo.;iously laid :for whites were 
some of the specWe rigbts fhat black people vere agitating for 
in the civil rights movement. 

Another right was the right to sit up front 011 the bus. This 
was a movement that originated. 3- Little Roci:. Arkansas- in 
Montgomery, Alabama, rat:her-uth a rnoverneot headed l,y 
Dr. Martin Luther King ancl. Mrs. B.osa Parks around segregaticn 
on public tnnsportation. The res:ults an<I contradictions were 
these: many black people were $ laughter� merely trying to 
find a seat on a bus or trying toge; the ris}lt tc vote, and every 
time black people would appeal t() the capitalist Govunment of 
the United States for protection :frc,m the racist crackers of t.1,.e 
South, the only thing the Federal Ge>vernment would do would 
be to say that it shouldn't happen ai.ain or send down FEI agents 
to observe the activitjes oi civil rights strugglen. The result was 
the FBI agents would :stand by and watch while blac� women 
who were pregnant would have bab ,� beat out cf theiJ stomachs. 
So these contradictions led to the awareness on tle part of 
black people that they could not possibly even achieve ci"il 
rights out of the present structul'e of the US Govemment. For 
instance, every time a black man agitated for civil rights he 
was shot down or murdered. Mississippi's Medgar Evers was 
merely organizing black people around the concEpt of the 
NAACP (the National Associatioo for the Aclvancement of 
Colored People), which is a reformist or gani2ati<>n, and 011r 
comrade Medgar Evers was assassinated one 11ight on his way 
home by some members of the Ku Klux Klan. The s;ime person 
who assassinated Medgar Evers ram for Governor of Mississippi 
and received a large percentage of ihe votes, thus making us 
realize that there: was no possible positive 01Jtcome from a strug­
gle in the United States with.in the previcusly established 
political agreements, within the Democratic or Republican 
Parties. Again we had experiences in 1964 with the Mississippi 
Freedom Democratic Party, headed by our comrade Fanny Lou 
Hamer. These were a group of our grass-roots blsck people, 
primarily sharecroppers and cottOll pickers and illiterate black 
people, who challenged the right of the Democratic delegation 
from Mississippi to  be seated in the Democratic: Convention for 
President. What happened was that there was an all-white 
delegation from Mississippi, when Mississippi is 48% black, and 
there was no representation oi black people. The Constitution a 
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s;iys - the 14th Amendmeni of the United States Cotlstitution 
lll>'9 - that no state can den.y the righis o::f a citizen witb.out due 
!>'rocess of Law, and it also staies that if there are members in 
\lie House of Representatives or the Senaie who cornE :from a 
sta t-e wllere people do not have the right to voie, tlien those 
S.e11.Ltor:. or assemblymen or membe1s of the House of Repre­
SElltabves ought to be expelled from the House, but this law 
lus never beEn enforced in the favor of blade peop]e. So in the 
Jfo1th we realized. that civil rights was a foolishness, 1hat civil 
1ights was a dead end, so there rose a brother by the name of 
Jl.lakoJm X, who preached the necessity for armed guerrilla 
�tru"le-, and we ere the historical progeny of Malcolm X. 

O1U' foUJ1der, the foUllder o1 the Black Panther ?arty, was 
Jlu.ey P. Newton, -who 1ecognized that black people were power­
� bec�use we did not have guns. We practice the belief that 
Je>l11ical power -comes through the barrel of a gun, that if you 
vlsh to nave freedom, i1 you aie a slave, if sou wish to become 
±e-e it is 11seless io talJc about becoming :free unless y-ou talk 
allou1 engaging :in armed struggle against racism an.cl capitalism 
a11a imperialism i:n Norih America. So the way we began was 
1ha.t we began to jorm armed guards that would go tbrnughout 
1he black commimities, particu]arly in the &tate of California, 
till the We�t Coast of the United States, and.. observe 11ie police 
a11d their treatme11t of black people; and every time there was 
a prC>v-e>cation on the part of the police, every time- the1e was an 
assa:1si11ation of a black man, every time there was police 
limtality, we wou.ld stop it with guns and force. Thus, black 
)lEOple began to recognize the positiveness oi guns and force-so 
the Party began out of realization that we could not strive for 
civil rigllts but that we were striving for human rights. Because 
MaJcolm preached the historical necessity of armed guerrilla 
•esistance to capitalism in the United States. he was assassinated,
6hot 13 times. Every time a leader demanded human rights for
lllu:k people, he -was destroyed by the racist powu structure
of the United States Gcvernment. So again we recognized quite
clearly that, although imperialism thought th.at theJ had a
monopoly on the use of violence, we recognized the fact that
"'iolence belongs t� any person who decides to use it, and we
began to use it; we began to oppose racist imperfa]ist violence
vith revolutionary violence.
Y1aL. HI' the olljectlves pursued 11)1 rour e1r11.nlzatlo11 T 

MURRAY: Tile Black Panther Party was organized to achieve 
-to accomplish- revolutionary black power for the black
JlEOple of North America. When we say "to achieve re-volution­
uy ·black power 1or Afro-Americans in North America or for
lilack people," we use the term "black people'' to mean power
for all persons o f  African, Asian, or Latin-American descent in
the United States, as well as progressive whites. What we
meant by that was the total eradication of racism and ca.pitalism,
of the forming of EmpiJ'es by imperialists throughout the world.
We understood. b;iy saying that, we wanted to establish revolu­
ticmary black powe; we knew that when you talk about a revo­
:btion you talk about bloodshed; and, as our brother Malcolm X
11sed to say, it was the ballot or the bullet. That is, it was the
l>al-lot or the bullEt in 1965, but the contradictions within the

capitali.st domain of North Ame-rica have bec<ine sc sJJarpene!d 
that now it is not the ballot- it iz only tbe bllllei. 'J'be reas�n 
that it is only the b11llet is that the same impuialisrn that we are 
fighting in North America mt.Lt'ctered more than 0J1e milli�n 
Africaru in the Co11go between 19.il) and L96" and ha; burne!d 
up and cremated mo1e than a miJlion cbildt:en i11 Viet-Nam 
besides the men and women that imperialism rnurdered. So the 
Black Panther Party 'Was formed to organize the bl.ack people 
of the United States with guns a□cl force to Jead to the djsap­
pearance of racism and capitaljsm jn Nor th America. 

Our objective is the eradication C>f racisll'l, capitalim1, neoco­
lonialism, and imperiaJism in the world. Ou1 objecth,e is tlie 
achievement of human rights of all the pe-opJes of AJdca, Asia, 
and Latin. America. 
\Vllat can y�u tell "" wl1h rererence 1o ilu, r�11-Pol■t Prcgra.m ud the qae­
tloc of Ille 01011 lal 1111alysb artcl. t.lle J rcablem. of 1ruo plell..clle_r 

MURRAY: The Bl.1ck Panther :Pacty is a grass-roots organiza­
tion. An organization designed to help black people achieve 
their basic political aims and desires. We Ii.ave .1 Ten-Po:iJ1t 
Program, where we demand the rii:ht to determine the destiny 
of our communities; where we demand the 1ight for black people 
to receive a trial by Jllry, and appeal; where we demand tlte 
right of the black people to enjoy the highest possible standa1d 
of livillg in the world; where we demand an educaiion thilt 
teaches black people the true nature of the racist, decade11 t 
society of North America, that edll.�tes us about our historical 
development in the worJd, and tha� guides us t� understand our 
correct, historical posi1ion in the world today. Also we demand 
that aJl persons of Abican, Asia□, or Latin-American descent 
who are now in prisons, in jails ill North America, be released 
unconditionally. Also we demand that a United :Nations plebiscite 
be conducted in all the communities in Norih America; we 
demancl that representiltives from ihe UN be sent into those 
communities, so that Afro-AmericaJIS, Mexicans, Ch.inese, Japil­
nese, [ndians, Puerto Ricans ca□ decide whetll.er they want to 
remain a part of ihe United Sta1es or recognfa:e iheir belonging 
to the peoples of Africa, Asia, and Latin America and thus are 
usurping the righi to determine their own destiny. So these are 
some o1 the poinis within the Ten-Point :Program platform e>f 
the Black Panther Party. Also we recogniz:e 1he fact that we 
are a colony within the United States - in fact, we form several 
colonies. For instance, the colony in New York contains 3 mjl­
lion people; the colony in Chicago contains about 2½ million 
people. The colony in the southern part of the United States is 
so Large that it contains at least 22! million Afro-Americans. The 
colonies on the West Coast range from 140 ()00 Afro-A.mericans 
to southern California, which has about 7 million Mexicans. 
So when we say that we have a colonial status within the country 
we mean that each separate community is a cole>ny that is 
exploited just as South Viet-Nam or Algeria or Cuba were 
exploited by the imperialists. That is, just like Cuba.ns were 
forced to engage in slave labor, chopping sugarcane all day for 
tile sugar companies of the United States, black people were 
forced in the North, were forced to pick cotton -that is, the 
North Americans were forced to pick cotton or work in shipyards, a 
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-:We,i:brns vEr e forced to picli grape:s for 25 cents a bucket, 
CJuuie- 1vu-e for<Ed to v,;o:rl< in ]aundries irooing clothes for 
vbilt pec>Jle, b]adc w1>men -were forced t<i lie dc,rnestic maids 
u1cl. lEl""I mt.5 to whiie people. [n gene1a], we w·ere t1otliing but 
� dleap Lalor n1pE)ly foe- the ca_pitalists ancl imperi.il:ists of North 
A.m.er:x::a_S:J the treatment oj any comn11nit>1 or colotiy of North
Anu�i' JCa i:1 th..e same as the tHa1men t of a.ny persons of color
viili.1t1 tJte el>lonies of Boli'l'1a, South. VJet-Nam, Mozambique,
S�\11.IL A:1r:ic.i, or anywh.ere Els� in the wor]d wbue persons are
o1 .tl./Jkan, A5ian, or Latin-Anlerican desce11t ()r sl He!I to neo­
colcriiali:sm and imperialism_ So th.it is part c,f our colonial
Ines� We majnt;iin th.at we are colCJnial slaves a1:1d that we
h�ire the right to self-determil'lation, Just as the Algerfan people
h�ire the right tc, seU�eterlI1ination, and that we must also
ell� in an arrned struggle EIS the C-uba11s engaged m armed
stru�le. -We 11re colonial s11 bJects in the same se11:se.
Scnu >r•artiSIH sedon, asloe rron lhe c1njNlps c.u-rlced c,uL by the 
eaplnlkt Jr1s:o, t.ellere Lh•re Is so.,.• sc,st cl racl!•n 1"1 tho, Black Power 
ecnc:e1t 1\,lut ea.rp. ro, tell as I■ t"ela.Uoll to thil l>eliet?' 

F"OJtC: "l'l:e 11enrou.sness a'bo11.l the 'terrn ":Blaclc Power'' and 
its i11:]>l:ic.at ioll.s a, the pact of certain progressive sectors is 
rne:1ely a reaction on tlieir pa.rt, pri11c.ipally of fea1 _ Now most 
b lacl re"oluti 1>na:ric:s do not g«1 in vo h.:ed i11 bl a c le roe ism. How­
e'"/ e i, whell o:11e has been exploi1ed, C!ppres,ed, murdered, and 
stamped on for hundreds of rears, o!le na.turally develops an 
tt11b:Jund..ed ha'te for bis enemy and clr.aws a clear line of 
dellllnca1i<1n 'between himself and the enemy_ Many progres­
sive e!e--ooenis actualJy 11Ya11t the black libera 1ion struggle to take 
on l chill'ac1e:r of Love and "hippie-fam," but we are serious; we 
a1e cloling with the lives or people, and we make our position 
e]e;a:1. W'e are for Black J>owe:r, whicli is t.h.e J>Dwer embodied 
by- Lle des:eniian1s of Asia, Africa, a11d Latin America. We have 
n.1> interest in reactionary comments that draw energy from 
ll::te- :rev�llltioo. We- have made Clur pos1'tion dear. We are totally 
iD �1pos1t10ll to all imperialists, and we will move in all revo­
l\J'ti:nar:s d1rEctians to clesl ro:y our en.em�, regardless of the 
�r.onal haJJg-up:s of some people. 
M�I.OtA Y· What the comr11d.e said is truE. St>rne progressive 
�e [Eel that l.ll'hen v,e say "Black Power" we mean that we 
me:idy vant lo J)Ut- sa:y, to create black RockeEellers rather 
tlla� w'll.1h Rockefellec-s. That is not th� goal of the Black 
Pan1het Party, nor of revol11tionary b]ack J>eople. lf Rockefeller 
wa:s black we'd kill himjus1 a, quick as we'd kill him if he was 
wlute. 11 JohJLson was blaclt lie'd be the enemy of the peoples 
or -the w"Oild just as he is the enemy or the peoples of the world 
n,01.r But, at the same t ime, we recogn 12:e that it happens in 
NoJth America tliat most of the imperialists are white; we do 
oot 11.ttack ihem beca'llse tbey are wli1tc. \V'h.en we attack the 
pol cc ve all.ack th�m because they a:re radst dogs and brutes 
al tit sen-ice of the imperial:ists and the 1>nly was we can get 
te> lle imperiaJis'.s is to fjrst wipe out the police and then 
thei-�11 be-no one ;o act as a stopgap between.us and the imperial­
ists So that 1s oJr positiol'l. We do J1.ot want b]ac'k capitalists 
or t>l.ick racists, nor do we want white capitalists. When we say 
that "e wall.l rev-1>lutic,11a1y black power we mean that we want 
t lte neces:sa ry- al".1lount oj gWJs and force to des troy racism, 

capitalism, and neocolonfaJism in the w<>rld. We believe -th.at, 
so far a:s our cullwe is co:n.ceme-d, the anl::,- culture that's worth 
keeping is revolu1:ionary i:ul lure. 
What crlterla l:nspln� tlH ,..,,.. ladles aod sl•al.egl�s l■ tJae wa:,a and muns 
or the r1ru1,1e orlen1ed Ip >Cl:11:lliier et Ode■se U:11e:, •· N1ewt.o, 

MURRAY: Our leader, 'the Minister of Defense, Huey P. New­
ton, recognized that we V\'ere s:La-v-es to neocolonfalism becaus e 
we were powerle ss and that if we wished to become free men 
we had to unaerst and one Jtjstorical fact: po]jtical power would 
make us free. Pditical po,'Ner would .iJlow us to determine the 
destiny of our community. :Political power moved us from the 
realm of slavery 10 the realm of freedorn, and, since political 
power comes through the 1>arrel oi a gun, then we must pick up 
the gun to liberate ourselves. At th.e same time, the members 
of the Black Panther Pa.rty recogni:zed that resistance was 
already developing wj'tbin the UJJited Sta1e-s, and not only was 
it developing aJoag reformist Lines - that we might cal] the 
Civil Rights Movement-but black !)eople were beginning t o  
resist with weapo11s of Eo:rce. Primaril�, tbese weapons of force 
consisted of rocks, bottJes, and sti,c!,;s and :M:olotov cocktails. For 
instance, the historic revol1 that took place in the Watts ghetto 
of California, whe:ie black people burned more than 100 million 
dollars' worth. oi factories owned by imperialists, bu1 the restill 
of this tactic, which was called riotjng, was that it led to the 
slaughtering of hundreds of black people. After Watts, in 1965, 
there were reYolts in varic,us parts of the United States in 1966; 
in 1967 there was a large-scale uprising in Newark, New Jersey 
- in fact, it was the largest upri:sing that had occurred to that
date in the Unite� Sta1es. :But the danger that we recognized
in this pattern of resistance was that there were at least 500 black
people murdered in Newa.rk. For instance, while black people
would be in the streels Jc,o1ing ilI1d taking goods out of stores
that were manufactured at Hong Kong by Chinese slaves to
imperialism, ihe :iacist Army oi the United States would be
flying over the crowds ill he]Jcopters, machine-gunning black
people. So, while the strategy of the use of revolutionary vio­
lence was absolutely correct and necessary, our Minister of
Defense recognized -the fact that we had to change our tactics;
so he wrote a very historical declaration, e-ntiiled "The Correct
Handling of ihe Revolution," which was written fo July 1967.
And we noticed an immediate change in the pattern of the 
reyo]t that took place in Detroit in August. For :instance, in
August in Detroi.t there was more sniping and less looting,
there was more sniping and burning than rampaging, running
up and down the streets in large hordes. The result was that
the imperiaJists admit th11t 16 snipers were able to drive the
police and the National Guard out of 40 square blocks of Detroit.
In other words, black people and progressive white people wh o
were rioting were able "10 control for about 10 days half of
Detroit, by merel:1• chang:in g the tactics from one of riot to  one
of insurrection and revo lt, based on ambushes and sniping.
FORD: Thls is the sense c,i the slogan "Ne, more riots; twos and
threes."
B■L essentlaJJy this Cacllc of •tvC>S an4 u..rees• ls c♦acelwecl o■ the basis of 
sclf-ddense. ls 1�r 

.I\IURRAY: No, the tactic of "twos and threes" is not based a 
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lJp<lll t il.e mai ntenanc� oi the statw quo. Fer i nstance, we 
,�iz:e 1he fact t ha t  w-hen. )"OU ta]k abo11t sel f-deiense you're· 
e>llly tal cr1g abo u.t ma.in tai!liJL.g a situation as it ex:ists in its 
present fcrm, For instanCE , if tcday we a.re oot t:eing attacked by 
t :h.e lll1JJULa.Usts but tornorrmll' we ar-e, and ..,.e arive them back 
to ll e- J) oint oE yesterday� ther, 1here's been 110 progress; in fact, 
�e u e rE!lrE:ssinJl, bec:au.se a new c:<>ritradic:1icr11 Ji.as arisen and 
�·e Ju. V'e :!lot ilealt with it properly, 1-Vbea our M m  ist er of De­
f e�e sud that tlier-e !llU $\ be t10 more riots l> tt.t th.at we must 
r e s  :st iJl l:IK os and 01rees he m�ant th� t we rn 11 s1 orgat1ize guer­
r illa. bands w liose goa l w-ould be the destruct101 o f  racism and 
c3.pi.1� 1isrn in No1th America :ind the irlsti t 11ti :ng of a socialist 
peo[lle' � governmen t. 
Scv t.lla I Y •• �•In L• a socbll st gc,v-e r anitnt. lo.., do, J'CH. concel\le this r11hre 
s1&, - u • state wilJilll tll,e Jlre,ed. sLate, ,u a stl)alraL, st.a.Jc h1s14e North 
�ri 1 1i ,.a ,•llll t!Je f11 l part! elpLtlon ct t.Jaose prC>g-,.,..t,c "'Ute s! 
FOBD: D.Jr goa] i s 1o bring a bo-u. t c omplete, tot al, and u n ­
C!Ondjti o n ;  I clestruc I io□ o f  tb� imperi alist d<1majn of North 
Axuica. In other words, when we finish vith North America, 
no more lillperfallsts. 
M LX.R.�lc: Further, \.\"e'd liliE to acid. to this pofoi that we do 
riot ad"l•e>cate separati. sm OJ i lltegr-at 1011. VV ho1 one advocates 
i1t l ��-ra.t ion i nto the S)'Stem - thaL is, il:ltegrat ia, to the capital­
i�i s:,.istem - it is based. u pon iwo tenets: toe :fi rst is based upon 
n.cbm. i1:1 th.e sense that in order- for- bl.ad, people to make
progress, thet1 th.ey 'd have to participate i11 the same electoral
po11 1ics tht white :;>e<>ple part i<:i pated in. A nci �ccepi the same
C:lll� u-e .u::ci p ractice the same culture th at �liite people practice.
Th � :sEc:cmd point was that jE l'l'e were integrait k:Jn fats, then that
lll'oul il. mean that we vrere Vl'Or king to main1aiJ1 the enslavement
of the J)E<>ple:s of Africa, AsLa, and Latin Ainerica to North
ATlll nican Van.kee imperi alism .md neocolo1da lisrn . So, as far as
c:ult11.re g�es, we maintain that the 0111� culture worth keeping
is r evol utionary cu.lture. T.lier efore, thE cultuie VIC>uld change
from da.y io day as the s trugg]e deve]ops. C()nceming the point
oE capit ali sm and integration into that systern� we are organiz­
i Jlg to ae,tr<>y capitalism.. ancl its basta1d chiJdren , imperialism
ancl neocolonialism. Ab<>ut :he point oi o 11.r separatism or
gecpaphi:al mte �ati<>n int() the United States, our communities
are elre-ad y sepa:rated accordi. og 10 race. We a:we not organizing
to  fom separate states for blaicl< and white people in the United
States. ,ve are organi.:dng to uase iacisrn and. <api talism, as we
sail �ar-lier.
l-lev •• :,o • <cmcelV't, cl11r l11f the J•ese11t sLase tf ihe l!lt1u11glt and Its future 
de\>Cl<Jpn ent., of the 1a rlld path� • I whiles - llbal I,. th..t re>le 1hal studenh, 
latcl leelu1l'1 a11d ::rowag- pfflpl• mus;t pla)' In tlu sllN(flt � 
�llfliRA � :  The 1ole cd progressive whites in the struggle is to 
create a revollltion in the mother countrJ. In a position paper 
vrniten by Minister oi Information :E]dridge CJeaver, our thesis 
ha:s been stated clearly. It is based 11pon the rta !ization that in 
the colo111y we a 1.e strivi ng fol' self-det erm.J11atio11 and freedom 
frcl7l sla\.ery, and in the mother- country - t:h at is, the part of 
tbe country that js inhabi ted by white people primarily ­
tbe:re must be a revolution based upon the his tor ical necessity 
to bring: a violent end to capi.t'- !ism and neocolo 1Lialism. Concern­
ing progressive whi1e people, students, intellectuals - those 

who agree wi.tli aimed stniggle - v.e wel(oroe them ..vi.th open 
arms; we welcome any resistance to the imperialist domain of 
Nort:h America, b e cause- it wcakeJlS it At the same time, we 
recogni.ze that iliere aTe i:ertaLn racist element s m the Uniied 
States who ieel tli at the UJ1ited States s:Jiould be a bastion of 
white suprema cy; fo r those pe:rso:as there's .no hope, so we m llst 
defeat them to t:be death. For instance, jn Aprj] of 1003, in ihe 
same month iha t M artin L11ther :Kmg wa:s assassinated, in ihe 
same mont h th.at 127 rebelli«ms took plac e in cities in the UnHed 
States, the H<>llse Un-Amedca11 A.ctivities Committee, a policy­
makfo g body of the 1Jnjted .:,tates Covernment, stated that the 
only solu lion to ihe p:roiJ !em of rebellions and revolts in the 
United States was t:h.e garr:isonin g: off o:f all black communities 
and requiring all black people in the United States to carry a 
pass, and ihat anyoae w:J»'s caught without a pass would be 
punished by death. Ther-e are already citie:s in t:be United States 
such as Oakland, CaUfomia, tb.e headquarters chapter of the 
Black Pan1her Part:'.)' , where a]] black students are required to 
carry a pass, and 1f ihey•re caught i.n school without a pass they 
are taken to jail. This m�sure was created by the imperialists 
to prohibit the blaek students from revoliing in the cities. 

Also, this same gove-rn.menta] body c:a]led HUAC (the House 
Un-American Activ:itie:s Cc,mmittee) stated jn the same news 
article that there were mo1e than 36 concentrati.on camps, and it 
reiterated the policy of the McCarran Act o:f the United States 
Government. The McCanan Act SclSS that any person who 
advocates guerrilla warfare, er who advocates the stopping of 
the sending <>1 troops to Viet-Nam, or who any governmental 
official thinks will advoeate any such action in the future, action 
of a civil disob�ience nature or action that will include the 
use <>f armed force, wouJd be taken to  these concentration camps. 
With the situation as it is in Chieago today, that could happen 
tonight. 
What are ,our c onen,le e><perluices 111 1�e state or Calliornla l11 rela1J•ll to 
cooperation wlL:h wbll• prc1r e uhu� 
MURRA.Y: \'ve have had most of our exi;,erience with white 
progressives around the irnpriso□ing and tria] of our Minister 
of Defense, Huey P. Newton. la December of 1967 we formed 
a coalition with the Peace and Freedom Party, where on 
problems of mutual concern we would cooperate to ijnd mutual 
solutions. For in:stance, one of these problems was the Viet-Nam 
war. We bot:h demand an immedfate end to the Viet-Nam war, 
based upon :i tota.l withdrnwal of all American troops and the 
right o1 the Vietnamese people to determine their own destiny. 
Through organizing within the Peace and Fr-eedom Party by 
representatives o[ the Black Panther Party and white radicals, 
we were able to get them to deroand an immediate release of 
our leader and Min ister of  Deie11se Huey P. Newton. For in­
stance, the racist police of Oak]and, California, will not let us 
into jail to visit the Minis1er of Defense, t1or wiU they let us into 
the courtroom, so we've been for-ced to depend on some progres­
sive whites for communication with our leader. Also, these 
same progressiv e whites have created disturbances in the 
surrounding cities, particularly in Berkeley, California, around 
the University of C alifornia. a 
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la year c &Jaoll)" LI Mlnls.-ei- �r Educ,aUcn •� ttle )Pr<..,,. l'.Dlll1e■I, .. h■t Is the 
or:lec-.•aln o-l tle c41callo,nal c,llara.J. ulKI ileolo,cie2I ., tn wa:lln the AJ�o­
Anuleu CC)t:lD:■.■llles ha the States? 
l'\[lJltRA-:f: W !thin t:h.e :Pa rty the pe>l:tical Ni ucab<>n con-sis ts of 
all oEih�nera.bers being able to fClr!ll a con�c:tai.al:y-sis oi capi­
taliS!ll, o•ccoloi:dal ism, and impErLalis:m iJl the 'l,;l(Jrlc t<>day, and 
bein� able to tJn.derstand the Ji.i.�"torkal rcio4 of lite racism that 
i s  p1�ciki!� l'l'Jthin the United St.ates CCJncemooi our political 
ehai::1000] 'IVOI'k, in the black. community ve've OJ>e11ed what 
is c�Jl etl U l)eration Schools for yciung black pEOple and adults; 
fo1 tl e >'°ant children w-e laal.'e cl.uses in ele1111entary school 
s11.bja:ts, s 11c:h as science and m3thematics; 1l:ier11 'l'/e h.ave what 
is c � Jled blacla: histo1y and tb� teaching oi .AJri can languages, 
but t!»ese ie:.<hings are not bas«! upon a hi�1or:i:al ret:reat into 
A:frica J"o r 1utance, sc>me peaJ1]e i11 the Ccllgo speak Swahili 
but Swabi:i has n<Jt freed them. African� in S<Jll1h-West Africa 
or iJL M i>tamlJ ique wea., Afrkam 1obes cllld hav-e- not lost their 
A:fric:m cult oral patierns but at the sar.ne t:iooe th e-y 're s laves 
to c4lbnial :ism and ne oc()lo11ialism, s<J 1hat oUJ ttachings for both 
adult; a.r:xl. yoll n.g black people IS the ne<e»1ty te> have a revo­
l u tfoi:ary- <Uli1JTe. Our educati�!l aniJ cwtixe is the culture of 
tlle �;m an::l the culture of resisiarice lo rac:srn and imperialism. 
The JEal4lt7 "'11,/C say that the onb• c\Jlture �c>1th.. lcee))ing is the 
reV'ol11tic>n.:ar:r culture ()f r�c>llliio11ary agitat1ori js that in 
re,,oLJtio n theJt is change -th.ere is coroplete, ra.d.ica.l, absolute, 
and total cha 11ge. That is, if we mere! y :rel1«.:ate d.. back into our 
.A1rDn J)ast, we woulcl not be engagin.g im c:amp]ete change. 
For :in...«tan.i=e, i:h.e cu]tur-e of the peopl e nay be llefi n ed as the 
hlal ...,-a,.:s <Jj the peoplE. And the,efore, in aroer for us to defeat 
racism, tieJCOlonialisrn, and imperialism, our lc>ial ways must 
be :revo]aittollary; that is the meani11g o:f the 11h1ase '"Jhe only 
cultxe 1,1\'orth l<eeping is revolutionary c11ltu.re. • In other words, 
our ca.nces, e>ur songs. and the way we eoi.bJace one another 
must be �«ued. towards resistal"'ce. Our lang;u_ge structure must 
bave w11o! n. it words that it1c1ease the poJitic�] consciousness 
of the peoplE. For instance, in. L965 ou:r pas3vo,d was "Bum, 
bab y-, bu.r11," and our passwonJ Ln. 1968 is "Pan.tl:ier Power,'' and 
wbat we- rne811 by that is the p�wer of the gu11. 
Sp,ea.i.lng «t �lea. -...bat, ln �oar •1ln!C)II, 11 1he rclat.onshf1 tlul exists 
bel-ve •• Clx sh•11les of the black JC1J11lal10Cl la lbe IJdled Sta.les and the>se 
of the .i.t"rie:om ()COples? 
1'CUJCRi\'1": We are Africans m the Unite::3 Sb.tes. Historians 
admit tJu1 betwl'en 75 million and LOO rn.iJLio□ Africans were 
rn1udered in tile slave trade earricd out by Europeans and 
Amuica.is What we ask from e>ur brofuers lil Africa is that 
they dri,.e every imperialist and E!\.'ery U:ncle- Tom (such as 
'1sh1>1t1be ad Mobutu in the Corigo) into 11:!e grave; that the 
raci1is i 11 SCluth Africa, Mo2ambi<p1e, ''P1>rttJgUe�e" Guinea, 
Angola, :and S1>uth Rhodesia be sent to hell; ana that a socialist 
forrn c>i gove•11ment be established i11 the pJace Cl1 capitalism. 
"1bt peri«rulltles ancl hlslulcnt eye!Jis ba-.c ha., a. <llrtct. lnllaence on the 
r•4lOLlu,ln, or Ille blaelc novement. Im lhe. United SUtel!!'?' 
FO�O: 'There h.� been resistam,e on the pa.rt of bJack. people 
to 1ooper.al1sm smce the Portuiu.ese iirst 1;deil Africa. There 
were revol"ts on the slave ships. One African p-ince succeeded 
ill. ta..'ci.llg 0V'er a slave ship and ]anding it .; M.in tauk Point on 
Long l slntd. in New York. AJl du.ring thE lOOOs there were 

revolts by slaves. Many were baage::I bec:.ause of the.r participat­
ing in revolutfonacy action. Nat Turner, whe> was a minister, 
organized a bancl. of guecrilla3 th.a.t movetl on slave master com­
munities and sowed destruction ui:on t:h.e s]ave masters. In the 
early part oi the 1000s M.arcos Ga..rvey organized a revolution­
ary movement to take peopl<? b�ck to Africa, and he had 
thausanc3s of armed men in 1h.e stJeets ready to battle all im­
perialists. [n the Arm«! Services ve've a l·,•;ays had black men 
who have been rebellious again..� racism. In. �enns of contem­
porary developments b]aek people lave always been aware and 
have s 1Jpported libcrotion struggles around 1he wor]d. Many 
black people wbo tbe power structure the>ught were relatively 
quiet had very strong re-actions to lhe death <Jf Patrice Lumumba 
and the invasion of the Congo ar.d tne mua:lers by the apartheid 
dogs of South Africa. The black 1eop,Le 1□ the United States 
foTiow very closely the struggle� .i, BolrYia and in Cuba and 
support the Vietnamese struggle. S:J blacl< people have always 
had a more or Less basic revo]utionary urg� ta be free. The cmly 
thing that remaine d  was to transform tbe movement into an 
organi:z.ation and that's where tJJe vangu.ard party, the Black 
Pant her Party, serves its funetfon. 
MURRAY: To mention some :.pe:ific na.rne� who have en­
couraged us in our strugg]e, in Latin America we were most 
inspired by the Cuban people's Revolution. and the siruggle led 
by Comandante Fidel Castro and Ernesto Guevara. The person 
that meant prob�bly the most to us in Ab-Jca, in terms of creat­
ing a revolutionary conscience amaig blac:( people, was Patrice 
Lurnumba. In thl' Unit«! States it �as Malco]m X. Our Minister 
of Defens e was mostly inspired by Che G1Jevara and Malcolrn X, 
because Malcolm internationalized the st1ugg]e in the United 
States. Ke traveled to Africa and m�de us .:aware of the relation­
ship between lhe Bandung Confe1en.ce t hat was held in Indonesia· 
for persons of African. Asian, ancl. 1.atin-Amencan descent, and 
Afro-Americans in the United Sta:es. Just as the Lmperialist 
dogs in America assassinated Malcolm, he was p]anning t o  
come to Cuba the next month t o  bECome rn<>re- acquainted with 
the struggle of our Latin-American bro1hers. Afld the imperial­
ist dogs. Jealizing that the black peo1le's re'\'olutionary conscious­
ness w<>uld receive a gr�at ups'.lrfe by becoming acquainted 
with our brothers in Latin America -ihe impenalist dogs 
assassinated him. 
'\\'hat Is yc,ur oplnlen of l:he , 11errilh st.i-•rite llel 11r Vf■(ed la Lhe Latin­
American contlnien.t.?' 

MURRAY: We welcome tbe struggle carried on by our brothers 
i11 Latin America. We respect the sacrifice of E:mesto Guevara 
in Bolivia and all the other comrades in Bolivia, and we believe 
that-like Inti Peredo stated in 1he last Tncontinental sup­
plement-in Bolivia, guerrilla warfare has just begun. We 
were very happy today whe.n we re�d in the Cuban newspapers 
that the lackey of US imperialism who is the President, Barnen­
tos, stated that they knew that there were urban guerrillas in 
the cities of Bo]ivia, as that means that Comrade Che's example 
was followed. by the Bolivian peopl�. We only hope that a]l of 
Latin America will become a Vie1-Nam_ 
FORD:. We are always happy to see-you might say, overjoyed. a 
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tCJ ��E - all the- oppressed peoples following Che's valiant 
exaJ111p]e <1f cC"eating one-, two, three, many Viet-Nams, and we 
�m all "'li.'Ork together toward the destruction o1 imperialism. 
f'fl11&-I l1 &De role or· the Black Muslims In 1he States and· the slplJlcance ol 
tl:1e a:osa. ssl11Utlc,n c,f Marlin Luther IUng? 
MURJt..\Y: The assassination of Martin Luther King forced 
111any ::rejcirmist black people to understand the historical neces­
sjty for tJie use of armed force to end racism an<i imperialism. 
!j a lll�lll who advocates reform within the system o1 capitaUsm
l""BS mu1clered, and two years before, a man-three years
t>e:foJE - a man who advocated guerrilla warfare, Malcolm X,
l""as assassinated, then we understand what our position is in
i:aJ>italism, witrun the system of capitalism; any and all progres­
sive [lEOJ>le would be murdered, and the only way to properly
resist ih i:s murderous pattern, this murderous practice of assas­
sina1i1>□, is to resist with armed force, organized arms and
f<1rce. A1 the same time, the Black Muslims within the United
States ha-Ye, we regret to say, some capitalist trends. The reason
is that tJLe brothers are attempting to get some land and some
brea.il, but we feel that, through poli.tical education, we can
!Ilake 1h�n1 understand the necessity for all people gettfog land
at the sarne time and that the fact that - even if you did have
11 separate state i.n the United States - as long as imperialism
an.d (!il.pit alisrn e:xisted, you would be in danger of extermination
thl-o 11.gh any or all means.
,.b.e P'a.rt:y wa.s bc,r-11 ln California., lrut 110w It's belnr developed In other
!llla.lc11 or tlie c1>11ntl'y. Could you rive us LIi explamitlon abc,11t perspective
dn••b�01e11ls a.1111 tile success.:s tha.t :,ou have alrcally ol>tal11e4, Id's say,
ll N•v T► rk, and SI> on?.
FufiD: The Black Panther'Party's program and political direc­
tion :is based on the naUonal unity of all the oppressed peoples 
to rise UJ> and destroy imperialism. Therefore, it was a natural 
occt1rrence that the Party would spread. Because of the correct 
analysis of our Minister of Defense, Huey P. Newton, and the 
proJ;l€r cl.irection that the Party is taking, the response across 
the couniry has been vuy, very high .. Chapters have been set 
up i11. <1th.er states; they are functioning w_ell, and in states· where 
a chaptel' fa in a particular city-specifically, in New York­
I've 1la<I the experience that people in at least ten cities want 
Pantliers to come to the city and organiz:e. People in other 
stat�s communicate to chapters asking for organizets to be sent 
immediately, for this is the Year of the Heroic Guerrilla, and, 
in iJl.e imperialist domain of North America, the Panther stalks. 
'The power structure is shaking, and Panthers are being set up 
nati.o!laU:y wit]_i. one direction: Patria o Muerte! 
'IV<D•II Jt �e p<>sslble for you to mention concrete experle11ce11 111 the sense of 
urba:a res.lsb.nce, In the sense ol g1m battles with the pc,Jlce1 
FORJ►. First I'll talk about what happened in a relatively new 
chapter. For instance, specifically in New York. Panthers were 
there simply organizing to educate the community to the neces­
sity <Jj Jevolution. The police immediately started to brutalize 
Pantliers and people from the black communities; they've been 
tryiJ1.g- to incite Panthers to react by shooting pellets at them 
from high-powered rifles. The FBI has been going around 
peo))le's .houses. There's been slandering of 1he Par1y, 1rying to 
blarn.e it for the shooting of policemen, and a mobilization of all 

the John Birchers in the Poli.ce DepaJtment to try to kill alJ the 
Panthers-completely erase us. Jo t'few York Cit:,- the actions 
of the Party in the name of the community- bave caused the 
Mayor io lose control of bis police force, so that's just one 
example of Panther Power. 
MURRAY: As a res;u.lt of the ca]] b:y the Black Panther Party 
for resjsting in grnups CJf twos .a.n ii threes and due to the fact 
that IS:68 is the Year of the Heroic Guerrilla, we ha<l se"eral 
experfonces. For_ instance, wi thbii tl.e first two weeks of August, 
38 po)jce were shot, across the United States, and particularly 
in one area where a member of th.e Party had been organiting, 
in Cleveland, Ohio, there was an. amb11sh of the po1ice. The result 
was that three- poljce were killed, aJ1d '!.7 were wounded. This 
is a beautiful example of the use of guerrilla tactics. The 
Panthers were so sophisticateti. in their re:sistance, in iheir 
methods. that they used trac�r bulle.ts to reflect wJio was being 
shot and who was not t:.eil)g :vie>t so that they- could train more 
bullets on them. We are also happ:,- to report that the comrades 
who led this particu.Lar ambush. wue black G[s who were pup­
pets o:f imperiaUsm in Viet-Nam l>u.t who returned to the US 
and were politicalJy educated and bEgan to engage i.n guerrilla 
struggle. 
A whole serJes c,t stulle11t acljons 1-ook pl�ee tltls year In. Euro� a.plnst the 
conSlllller 10CletJ, Lga.l.lul tlle lmperlLlll!t system. Evea th.tufh tl1e black 
movemenl and the Panthers center Ui.ell' .. t1on Lrc,ond and coordinated their 
atrurcle with that of the )te,.ples of Uie Ou:rd WHld, a.re they eontemplatlng 
any work ,..llh I.he Eu:rc,pean sludent t•rces"! 
MURRAY: We welcome the st1ugglE of any progressive people 
in the world. We were very s llrpr ised at the resistance that 
took place in May, primarily in Pais. We were glad to see it 
happen, and any struggle anywhere in ihe world is helpilll to 
the struggle in other parts of the world. For instance, in the 
United States it has begun to be common knowl,dge that the 
power structure of the US was goi.ng to move American soldiers 
either out of Germany or the Unjted Sta1es into France to assist 
the Government of France, and articles appeared in the news­
papers to that effect. The United States does not recognize the 
right of any people to self-determination. To the American 
Government, it was a riot or revolt, and on the front pages of 
magazines such as New.sweek -there were pictures of police 
automobiles and stores burning up in Paris, and there was a 
question, "Is this Paris, or is this Detroii?" So this shows you 
the American mentality toward rEsistance anywhere in the 
world. 
Flaally, what b 1be llest a.nl mod el1ee tlv t 1orm of solidarity •hleh other 
peoples cLn offer the black 11e<0ple'fi s11'11n:le? 

MURRAY: The most effective sCJlidarjty that the peoples of 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America c�uld offer to the guerri.Uas in 
North America would be to create a whole continent of Viet­
Nams so that we cou.ld Jay wast€ to the imperialist domai.ns of 
North Amerka. If the North Ame:rjca.ns use an atomic bomb on 
our comrades of Viet-Nam, then we must make all the imperial­
ist dogs disappear from the world. Jt would be up to us to shoot 
down American tourists, the reason being that they would only 
be capitalists i:f they had money enough to travel around the 
world, and it would be up to us to destroy every imperialist. m 
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USA: the Alienation of 
Culture 

Destructive and Revolutionary Ar-t 

Irwin Silber 

I:n 1be hear1 o:r imperiailism, eflceouxaged by the songs o1 victory from the ThJrd World, 
Ill< fns:t stlt1elard.,1learers of tb.e epic th.a1 will put an end internally to the irnperialiS1 
IJ Jte ll'l of -0�pre.s 10n baive beg llll to emexge. 

SJmi>l<>rrs of Ill< prog:re;15ive decomposition are the black rebellions, the st\ldents' proteS1 
11:1ci,eo:en.t, ih.e atlEntic;lll ..,hkl!. ls paid to the problems that affect the underdeveloped 
..,odd. mnd. '1ll.e ["e-jection of the sysiem by an increasingly larger !lumber of intdlectuals 
111.l ;i:at:ists. 

Jro� ..A:neri<an a.rti.!1s have been. the first ones to perceive the alienation implicit In 
Ill• ""� of ltje IDJ)4lsed by imperialism. Hence the refusal by many of them to become 
it:l11epllttd int4l a soc ietr tl!at, by definltiDn, handles man as all object liable to be changed 
it:lto a comirodit::,o. Het1ce, the new destr'1ctive art which also characterizes North Amer­
lc:a"l nlture tcda r. But destrncti'l'e art, although vaUd, is not enough - states Irwin Silber 
ill 1hi1 arti<i< spedal]y written for TrieanllnentaL In order to avoid turning lnto an 
irlsr&lr!.tnl cf selil-clestr11c1ion, it must ofJer a revolutionar:r alternative. 

Jc-,.,i, Sill>ea, Nerti! A.1nerican :folklorist and writer, editor of Sine Out magazine, points 
o 11.I tJu road ic, l>e tolLD..,ed so as tD turn destructive art Into revolutionary art anr;i give 

., <aislxucti...-e meaning to the rejection of capitalist society. 

a 

IMPERIALISM IS DYING. Like 
other powerful systems o1 the past, 
it is dying at the very peak of 
its development. Surrow1d.ed by, 
and based upon, the most complex 
and incredible technology ever de­
veloped by man, guarded by a vast 
military establishment, propped up 
by the most carefully calculated 
techniques of thought control and 
mind manipulation ever devised, 
United States imperialism is, never­
theless, dying. 

The dialectics of history teaches 
us that social systems produce their 
own negations. Capitalism brings in­
to being a working class whose ulti­
mate historical interest rests in the 
destruction of capitalism. Imperial­
ism brought into being a colonial 
and neocolonial world whose urgent 
and beautiful historical task is the 
destructi"On of imperialism. But at 
this stage of its development, the 
domestic monopoly capitalism of the 

US and Western Europe are inexo­
rablv fotertwined wifo the economic 
and· political realities of oversea:; 
investment and colonialist exploi­
tation. And it is fur this reason that 
the developing national Jibe-ration 
movements throughout Africa, Asia 
and Latin Am erica carry on. their 
banners and on their rifle sights 'the 
hopes and dreams oi all humanity. 

The revolutionary Third World, 
the world of the expJojted and 
the hungry, the world ,of color, 
the world of the "wretched of the 
earth," has now emerged on the
stage oi h.istory as the bearers, not 
only of their own liberation, but 

of the revolutionary destiny of alJ 
mankind. 

In the heart of the United States, 
in the very eye and gut of the 
monster, the revolutionary con­
sciousness which is sweeping the 
world today is beginning to take seed 
and flower. This new consciousnegi 
takes many forms; some will be fa­
miliar t"O other peoples, some will be 
strange and perhaps frightening. Do 
not be afraid. The monster is dying 
and the weapons for his destruction 
are sometimes ugly to behold and 
painful to use. We y.,ho are working 
to develop revolutionary conseious­
ness and a revolutionary movement 
in the United States are ourselves 
products of the entrails of the beast. 
Our minds are not pure. Neither 
are our hands clean. But we have 
learned to recognize the taste and 
smell of death. We have learned. 
that death comes in many disguises 
- some of them sweet and soothing.
We have learned that death may
hibernate in the freezing compart­
ment oi a refrigerator. We have
learned that death drives a Cadillac.
We have learned that the life oi 
the slave-owner, the exploiter, the
racist, is a living death. And we
have rejected this death and the

system which has produced it. 
We? Who " this "we"? 
WE are a beginning. WE are 

several thousan.d students and other 
alienated young people. (At first 
sight you might thinl. some of us 
were what have come to be called 
"hippies," but do not be misled by 
such supedic:ia.J signs as long hair 
and an individualistic Life style. We 
have lefl behind the "hippie" syn­
drome which is only one of the sys­
tem's many subtle traps for divert­
ing our revolutionary energies into 
meaningless alienation.) WE are 
gU&trrilla artjsts and 1adical intel­
lectuals. WE are a growing number 
of revolutiomuy black 1J1ilitants. WE 
marched on the Penta,on in Wash­
ington. WE took over the buildings 
at Columbia University. WE have 
begun to prepare black communities 
for self defense. WE have exposed 
the hypocrisies of the .American rul­
ing class on the streets of Chicago. 
WE have beg\ln the construction of 
alternate systems of expression and 
communication outside the estab­
lished .and c1mtrollecf media and 
art forms of the system.

WE are a movement - still dis­
organi2ed and occasionally chaotic, 
frequently at odds with each other, 
making and compounding many 
mistakes - and slowly, painfully, 
desperately growing. Somehow, out 
of the innermost recesses of hu­
man necessity, we have found the 
energy and the understanding which 
has enabled us to emancipate­
ourselves ideologically from impe­
rialism. Someday we will grow into 
a movement capable of destroy­
ing mankind's common oppressor, 
United Statli!s irnoerialis.m. 

The learning has been a painful 
process. From the mo1al decay of 
life in our coun1ry, from the artful 
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psychological mampulations wh.ieh 
have turned our people into a giani 
mass whose social function is ibe 
consumption of products from 'the 
intellectual bankruptcy �f O'IU eclli­
cational systems, from the unceas­
ing, accelerating exploitatlon o:1 
blaclt people, Mexicans, Puerto Ri­
cans, from the poor and sta rv lng 
who live surrounded by an u,gly 
culture of plenty, from the pollutie>n 
of our natural ecology, from ihe 
ugliness of hate and fear and inse­
curity which has been etched into 
the minds and face:s of. our once 
beautiful people - from all th.is we 
have learned. We have learned, first 
of all, despair. And alienation_ .And 
hatred. And we have le,irned faat 
these feelings are necessary purga­
tives which will enable u.s Ix> clean 
out our minds and consciousness. 

But while imperialism has been 
dying and the stench of its rot has 
filled our nostrils and our bodi.e:s 
with a sense of futflity - our e;m; 
have heard a new sound on a dis­
tant horizon. We have heard ihe 
sounds of waking on the "darJt" 
continents of the world. We have 
heard Algeria and the Congo and 
Angola and the agony of ·south 
Africa which will one day turn into 
a torrential shout oi assauli. We 
have heard Guatemala and Santo 
Domingo and Puerto Rico. We ha-ve 
heard and been electrlfied by Cuba. 
We have heard the sound of distant 
rifles in Bolivia and Venezuela and 
Colombia. We have heard China and 
felt the mighty surge of power un­
leashed by the liberation of 800 mil­
lion people on the continent of 
Asia. We have heard the stirrings o1 
our black brothers and sisters in 
the streets of North America and 
sensed the new energies at work for 
liberation. 

And we have heard Viet-Nam. In 
Southeast Asia, we heard the dying 

and the pain and the cruel agonies 
of -war. At first we were dismayed, 
then horrified. We protested, we 
m.uched, we demonstrated against
the cruel and vindictive aggressions
of irnperLalism. But we learned and 
went be:;•ond that. We heard the 
sou.nds of victory in far-off Viet­
Nam. We saw the mighty military
ma<hine of imperialism sto:i,_ped and
then reversed by a poor, "under­
developed" people - and we came
to understand. the power of the
forces of liberation.

Frcm this Third World - from 
the world oi struggle in the cause 
of national liberation, from the 
wol'ld of China and Algeria, Cuba 
and Viet-Nam, from the world of 
the Heroic Guerrilla Fighter - we 
leuned hope. And that is why we 
thimk that we are perhaps closer to 
being revolutionaries than ever be­
fore. For what is a revolutionary 
who dares not dream? The defeated 
retreat into the empty caverns of 
moJ'al and intellectual decay when 
faced by the seemingly impregnable 
strength of the oppressor. But those 
who will one day be victorious can 
ri:sk all. Their hope is not an illusion. 
It is based on understanding the 
force.s of historical necessity, of 
seeing how one's own personal liber­
ation is indelibly connected with the 
liberation of all humanity, of com­
mitting oneseH to a liie of purpose 
in the cause of mankind's ultimate 
fl_owering. 

These, then, are the two forces 
which have been most important in 
shaping us: death and life. The 
death is closest to hand - ever­
present in the air we breathe, 
on our 1elevision and radio sets, in 
our schools and super-markets, in 
our theater.s and movie houses, in 
our mad accumulation of material 
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,i,,i.-.b �t::d th.e guwing dehumaniza­
t:ioo of �u• dajl), work. The life is 
.11 tile v..i.nd - in the sound of 1he 
u.::x:i□al. nberation movements from 
tll rrer the world, in the baby's cry 
ol !lei'\" s:x:ial systems corning to 
b,.dh, Hd i11 our own growing de­
ienn.Ln a1i.on to tal:e ch.arge of our 

,o �'I: U'1ES by joining in the struggle 
1o cles'.10y imperialism. 

I 1 tbe cou:-se o1 one brief decade 
11'1"• hav<? produced a whole new 
�,ion "-ilh a vision of them­
s;e l""e:s .ma their world wh.ich is 
� 10 A.11:1e::jca Sometimes the po­
ljtical activists of this generation are 
i:�Jed "Ilie New Left." (In the 
bluk c<lmm111uties they are some­
times: c:alleil. Panthers and they have 
iJtsiilJecl a. 11ew dignity among a 
pecple vho are coming to believe 
!Jl�Je .m.:l rnOl'e that "black js beauti­
fal. '} The music and poetry and 
ilit is al..!o new - and in some ways, 
� tile mosi accurate reflection 
rx. th.e ide-i]ogies and currents that 
bcl·1,1e sh.tped this new generation. 

There is a new art in ihe United 
States bda�. (There is, also, an old 
!lit 'Jhe t>ld. art comprises 90% o:f. 
t:ie a.r1 carefully and methodically 
si;,ooo-ia:I to tile American people in 
t:x::x::ks, an :elevision, on the motion 
pc,u::re screen, through fashions and 
iJ1. 7h�t 71.lt:imate symbol o:f. capitalist 
aec=aaeace - commercial advertis­
illt,) Tlte new art, for the most 
part, is a bitter reflection of the 
klreritsn reality. It is an alienated 
art, a d.est1w:tive art, sometl;Jlles an 
11.,1:r art. It is an art produced by a 
re:ura1ion grown conscious oi the 
llrr::ocr.sy of the "American dream." 
11 t:1 u art which has penetrated. the 
p,r 1> :ecti�e <:urtain of other eras and 
J»rira�e:l th.e ugly nakedness ,oj a 
r o t1ing s,ciety. It is an art which has 
su:ied tle exposed nerve endings of 
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a corrupt system. It is an art in 
which destruction is truth and truth 
is destruction. 

What is trus art? It is the theater 
of Albee and the music of Bob Dy­
lan. It is the poetry of Alan Gins­
berg and the painting of Andy 
Warhol. It is the art of the under­
ground - the art of obscenity and 
a drug cultu:re. It is an art created 
by a generation which has been 
betrayed by the hypocritical words 
in the mouths of its teachers and 
leaders, its philosophers and elders. 
And so it becomes an art which 
rejects words and distorts meaning. 
lt creates a music of the body where 
the only truth is animal truth of the 
gut and of the loins. lt is an art 
created by a generation which has 
been forced to :reject the out-moded 
moral and ethical code which has 
been used to justify a system of 
racism and murder and profit• 
starved exploitation. Sensing the 
need to destroy, it destroys every­
tmng- God, time, work, intellect. It 
creates antimusic, antipoetry, anti­
theater, antiart. 

ls there a surer sign of imperial­
ism's dying than this flourishing of 
America's destructive culture? And 
]et there be no misunderstanding 
about this. The only creative art in 
the United States today is destruc­
tive art. Anything less is a lie, a dis­
tortion of truth which the uncom­
promising artist cannot accept. His 
very artistic instinct tells him that 
destruction - the tearing away of 
the mask, the exposure o:f. the social 
reality - is the only artistic truth 
permissible. ThJs is the agony - and 
the beauty - of our time. 

And if we destroy, what shall we 
build? 

Now we must understand that 
imperialism is nothing if not re­
sourceful. In the "democratic re­
public" of the United States of 

America, direct repression of dissen.t 
fa a last, desperate measur� fo 
which the ruling dasis resorts only 
when all other methods have failed 
In America today, alienation and 
despair are prevalent moods of the 
young. Capitalism cannot destrof 
those moods. They are the natural 
reflection of :f.undamental social 
contradictions which the soda! sys­
tem cannot resolve. So it m u:st at­
tempt to contam these moods, con­
trol them, direct them.. rt must make 
sure that the alienation and lo.ss of 
faith are not trans]ated into a weap­
onry that can threaten the source of 
power. They must be neutralized. 

How does it contain and then 
control and direct? In the recent 
political campaign, Senator McCar­
thy made no secret of the reasons 
for entering the presidential race. 
His purpose was "to take protest off 
the streets'' and bring it back: into 
the framework of the political sy:1-
tem. This is the mockery -of election 
politics in the United States - for 
no matter what your point of view, 
so long as you are playing by the 
system's rules of the game, the sys­
tem is in control. 

America's mass media contain, 
control and direct this destructive 
art, this art of dissent - while 
giving the illusion that they are 
permitting its full and free develop­
ment. 

How does it do this? The system 
constructs limits to protest and de­
struction. It will never permit the 
dissemination of revolutionary a rt 
in a revolutionary situation. It en­
courages the dissidents to "let off 
steam" with songs of protest, anar­
chist plays, a newly permissible 
"freedom" concerning sex in an

forms of expression. (Can you make 
the revolution standing naked on 
the stage of a theater?) The system 
contains the destructive culture l>y 

keeping th.is culture within tile eco­
nomic a.nd politics] framework of 
the structure By merchandising the 
very culture whlch destroys the old 
Lllus1cns, 1t heps crea1e new illu­
sions of a 11e1.v �freedom'' in the arts 
- and by pa,. in.g its destructive art­
ist:s huge s :Jms of mone�· in royalties
and tees it provides a material incen­
tive for th.ese artists to confine their
work to the outer limits of the sys­
tem. The system uses its power to
"buy" as its most important weapon
of control - provid,ng material in­
centives for the artist to conform.
(Actu.ally, the zystem's area of "per­
mLssible d:i:ssen1" is much larger than
it admits. 1n this way it gives the
artist the illusion that he is being
"antiestablishment" by going be­
yond certain narrow limits - and
he does not realize that even anti­
establishment art can be absorbed
and used by the system as both
containment ancl necessary self-cor­
rection.)

J3ut the artist is not a mindless 
destroyer. He cannot tear down 
withoui having some vision of what 
will replace the old. And it is here 
that the profoundly healtlly and 
vital dest:ructive act engt:ndered by 
the alienation of life under capi­
talism is turned into its opposite. 
Destructive art without a genuinely 
revolutionary alternative becomes, 
sooner or later, a distortion of re­
ality and an instrument of self. 
destruction. 

Out of the decay of capitalist 
society has cClne the projection of 
alternatives. When these alterna­
tives are the product only of aliena­
tion they become mockeries of 
themselves. Does capitalism offer 
hate'? The answer is love. Does capi­
talism offer war? The answer is 
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:JOm,io le:o ce. Do es capital ism offer 
p.:u-i1ani.sm? The answer- is selCUal 
f1Eedotn Does capitalism offer con­
i o:rmLts• and ordu? The answel' is 
eb..t os. �s cap it a Usm offer "lead­
e::s'' and rnarupu latots? The answer 
!5 "no ]Eader-s . ., Does capita !ism 
()fjer mindless bureaucracy? The 
a.1uwer IS anarchism. Does capi1al­
:sll oife, the dehumanization of the 
iEChnob�cal socJety? The answer is 
ihweis i od the primitive comm1111e. 

'J'he ''"altemati ves" are a part of 
il!E p hih i::oplly of alienation. Capi-
1al.1st p,0"'1,.'Er encourages these "alter­
ll.l tives ' ' [n movies. in songs, in 1he 
ft.cater 4:Jld poet1y, in all the ways 
vhicl'l a s>7stern has for spreading its 
i::Jeol()gy, cap1tali sm posits "flower 
I over." "'love," "the revolution of 
the mind," "tlie new pop culture" as 
the acc�:ptable alternatives to its 
cvn delllIDaiizing system - be­
cause nc:nE of these "alternatives" 
threateri the root of capitalist 
l?Cl"W'er-. 

Bu1 w« do 11ot have to play their 
ga:1e. BeYolutionary artists are de­
VEbpi ng revolutionary altematiV"es. 
We will ::iot "!I!lprove" your cultural 
product. We will not make your 
l'Jl()V'ies be1ter. We will oot give a 
oe..r sen� of reality to your songs or 
your art_ We wil] develop our own 
CL)V'Je5, >Ur own newspapers, our
<J,u so□!ls (aod recordings of these
>l.>11gs) ().Jr ovn art and our own 
tlieato. We 11.re not out to make 
)10Llr 5YStem last a little bil longer 
biy leadlllg it the validation of our 
0>1'1'11 rev>luticmary vision We are 
d to destro).' it - and we offer a 
cl«ar "aliel'nat1ve." Power. Revolu-
1i:nacy p>wer. Economic and polit­
jcal ancl state power. For- the pur­
:p,ose of CDmp:etely liquidating this 
.a 11a.chr-OJ1. ISIIl c:alled capita I ism. For 
ill. e pl.ll"!):>Se of creating a socialist 
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society resting firmly on the basis of 
the fullest pa1ticipation of all the 
people of this planet in the economic, 
political, cultural and emotional life 
of their neighborhood. their city, 
their country. We mus1 settle for 
nothing less. 

This is where "we" are - we, the 
seedlings of a movement whose his­
torical moment has arrived. To you, 
our brothers and sisters of the Third 
W or Id, we say ihis: 

Never be misled by the superfi­
cial lures of the imperialist sys­
tem. Its technology is strong and 
its propaganda is clever. But 
its structure is rotten at the core 
and at the very moment that it 
seems strongest it is in its very 
death throes. We know what we 
are talking about. We live in the 
bowels of the monster. 
Understand our struggle - and 
demand more of us at all times. 
You are the life force on this 
planet. We need your approval 
and your inspiration and your 
comradely help. 
Do net imitate us in our agonies. 
Our struggle is fierce and we 
have developed many new weap­
ons with wnich 1o destroy our 
common enemy. Our destructive 
weapons are not necessarily your 
tools of construction. 
We - young people, black peo­
ple, artists - we who have ap­
pointed ourselves revolutionaries 
for our time and place, have just 
begun a long and perilous jour­
ney. Some of us will die. Some of 
us will be forced to test our revo­
l u tionary commitments - and 
some will be found wanting. 
Some of us will discover hidden 
strengths in ourselves and be 
reborn in the cauldron of histor­
ical necessity. 
Rut we have begun. There is no 
turning back. 

tr1mtman tat 
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--- OtlPa.t.llL. 

ON JAJ-,'U.ARY 3, 1966, after long 
and inte11sive- preparatlon, the First 
Solidari.ty Conference of the Peoples 
of Africa, ASla, and Latin America
began its a.ctiv:ties in the city of
Havana, vnth the participation of
representatwes from 82 countries
and a large number o:f observers
and guests. Th:is event was to
place befOi'e the peoples of the
three eootinents new perspectives
Ln theu- struggle for liberation and
na1ional independence-. Moreover,
the very holdi.:1t of the Conference,
apart from the l'esults that might
be achieved, was positive for the
revoluticnary rrovemeot. It meant
the attainment of an objective
which not only was necessary, but
had been sought for years. 

Since the Early decades of the
century, when the ideals o:f inde­
pendence .m.d freedom were still
more of a hcpe than a real pos­
sibility :for the African, Asian, and
Latin-American peoples, the firmest
and most farsiri:hted revolutionary
leaders had pointed to the need for
establishing and developing rela­
tions among tr.e liberation move­
ments which were then beginning
to arise upon the three continents.
At that time the colonial powers
- mainly European - were the
"owners" of the greater part of Asia
and all of Afri!:a, while Latin Amer­
ica, which had broken the colonial
yoke during the preceding century,
was a]ready in the clutches of a
new kind of e,<ploitation - which
would later become the preferred
instrument of the European colo­
nialists and of tbe US ruling class in
Africa and Asja as well, in carrying
out their aim of violating the
demands of the peoples for inde­
pendence and thus prolonging their
domination: neocolonialism. But, al-
1hough they were subJected to dif­
ferent forms of exploitation - to
suit the convenience and interests
of the imperialists - the African,
Asian, and Lat:n-American peoples
faced the same situation of exploita­
tion and misery and shared the
same aspirations.
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'['� J1:ruggle, at first spontaneous 
a irl Lso]:rted, p1C>vided the pe()ples 
1..ith. tbe necessary ex-perience 
aim. l\/Lili col'lfidence in their victory 
tli.1()11.gl.out the long sears of com­
h-•t. [JL 1 hie face of this struggle 
ti. e col. mial Etnl)ires, s tr uc tu res that 
ste nned "eterna�.

, 
collapsed, and. the 

J>�p,lies beg.an to settle accounts
v..i�h.. tlke eJ>..emy-. The triumph of
tile Clunese Revo1lltion in 1949, the
vi<tocy ()f the Korean people, the
h..�o:c epk of the peoples of Indo­
cJu1;a .md tlle other independence
JOCJ"'\'te:me11 ts that arose in Asi.-, in
b-1 a�l Africa. anc3 in the Arab world 
Jl:1 tll.ie years foUowing the end of 
W"�rJd War II began to turn the 
�nsp�ct5 that the October Revolu­
tion CJ(le□ed before humanity into
rte a lLt:y for the peoples of these c:on­
tir:ents. These p1'ospects opened. out
fu 1he Latin-American peoples
with.. 11:ie Cuban Revolution, took on
g :-e aier meaning in Africa with the
tl'iLJrn!)ll of the Algerian people, and
u e 1aday defended by the peoples
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C>f the three continen1s who are 
iighting for the final destruction 
C>f colonialLsm, neocolonialism, and 
imperialism and for the attainment 
C>f genuine independence. This 
:s1ruggle finds its highes.t expression 
itt the heroic people of Vjet-Nam. 

ln the face of each of these vic­
tories, the imperialists and the old­
s1yle colonialists - formerly in 
conflict over their expansionist aims 
- multiplied and polished their
methods of aggression, joinjng to­
g ether in their maneuve!s and at­
tacks against the peoples, at times
l>ecause of coinciding interests, but
more frequently because of the in­
creasing predominance among them
oj US imperi.1.lism, which has ap­
pojnted itself an international gen­
darme. In response to these al­
liances of the reactionary forces
under the imperialist aegis, and as
a result of the victories attained
by the peoples in their struggle for

a.itional independence, genuine ties
of friendship and solidarity grew
up among the peoples of the three
continents, ties which manifested
themselves in new relations of sup­
port and cooperation.

In April 1961, coinciding with 
the defeat of the mercenary attack 
launched by the US Government 
against Cuba, a session of the 
Executive Committee of the Or­
ganization of Solidarity of the Afro­
.Asian Peoples was held in the city 
oi Bandung, Indonesia. It was there 
that the organization of a triconti­
nental conference was proposed. 
This initiative, made by a Cuban 
observer delegate, received the sup­
port of all the participants. Never­
theless, more than a few obstacles 
and expressions of indifference 
were to arise later on. 

More meetings: in Gaza, in De­
cember 1961; in Moshi, fa February 
1!163; in Algiers, in March 1964; in 
Winneba, in May 1965. At ea�h, 
fresh steps were taken in the direc­
tion o:i concrete preparatory work. 
Finally, in September 1965 the In­
ternational Preparatory Committee 
of the First Tricontinental Con­
ference met under the chairmanship 
of El Mehdi Ben Barka, represen-

tative of the National Union oi the 
People's Forces of Morocco. Doubt­
less, it was a momen.t «>f a notable 
upsurge in the revolutionary move­
ment, but it was a]so a moment of 
important polemics and divergencies 
and o1 needed de-fi.nmons in the 
face of the increasing aggrei;sLveness 
of imperialism. 

The reactionary forces beaded by 
Yankee imperialism had shown 
then- concern since the beginning of 
the project of holding a tricont i­
nental conference, although they 
evidelltly placed great hopes upon 
the obstacles that t:he meeting 
would come up against - mainlj 
the divergencies in the sociallst 
camp - without ceasing for one­
moment their anticon:fere11ce ma­
neuvering. From the very begin­
ning, the imperialist press un­
leashed an intensive propaganda 
campaign against the projected 
"subversive conference," and pomp­
ous illternational organizations met 
to consider "with serious concern" 
the "threat" emanating from the 
slated conference. In. ihe midst of 
such an atmosphere, the Organi:ia­
tion of American StateS- (OAS► 
hurrie d to be the first. Faithful to 
its well-known traditions, the junta 
of representatives of the American 
"governments" (ratber, the junta 
of the Yankee colonial adm:inistra­
tion in Latin America) met and 
created committees and work 
groups to make reports, studies, 
and"recommendations"on this point. 

The Latin-American oligarchies 
manifested their fear in many cases 
in thoroughly ric:bculous ways, al­
though no less ridiculous was the 
reaction of the African and Asian 
lackeys. 

Showing through the whole pre­
posterous story, the intensive press 
campaign, and all the other im­
perialist maneuvers was the great 
concern awakened by the Trfoonti­
nental Conference. 

The hate aroused in our enemies 
made it plain that the Conference 
touched them precisely in their 
sorest spot. The old and new colo­
nialists dropped their variegated 
disguises and made common cause 

in the :iace oE the efforts of the 
African, Asian, and La1in-American 
peoples to build a united force. It 
became inerea�□gly clear that this 
was not a conference to express 
revolutionacy wishful thinking or 
to "phj]osophii:e," nor would it be 
a gathering of the peace-loving 
forces whkh would once again 
condemn tbe imperialist aggressor 
and call for th.e stilling of the 
aggressive hand which endangers 
world pe:ace. Rather, it was to be 
a meeting of the most genuine and 
representatiV"e forces of the peoples 
who have suf:fered from the cruel­
est manifestations of the capitalist 
system, of th.e peop]es who were 
turned into slaves, who languished 
for long years under the- worst 
conditions of exploitation, despoiled 
of their wealth, and whose blood 
and :sweat have made possible the 
degree of development and living 
standards attained by the countries 
that today enjoy consumer societies. 
A gathering oi the peoples sub­
jected to the oldest and cruelest 
forms of colonialism, of those who 
suffe:r from the new forms of colo­
nialism, and of those who, having 
seized t:heir independence from 
their oppressors, struggle under the 
difficult conditions oi backw·ardness 
and misery to become developed 
and to build a new society. 

At a time when the preparatory 
work for the conference had 
reached its most complex and dif­
ficult :stage, on Octa ber 29, 1965, 
El Mehdi Ben Barka was kid­
napped. Worldwide condemnation 
of this repulsive deed was not long 
in coming, but jt did not prevent 
the consummation oi the crime. 
Litt1e b:,- little, the "Ben Barka 
affair" was unraveled, and its ma­
terial and intellectual authors were 
revealed. The reactionary forces 
of Morocco had more tha11 enough 
reasons to "wish for" the death 
of Ben Sarka. In addition, they 
were concerned about the Tricon­
tinental Conference and feared the 
role that Ben Barka was to play 
jn it - which would, in fact, 
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� the s11pport of the progres­
ai,e A±ica11 governments and all 
1hE other revrolutionary forces for 
1he p1irlcipal opposition leader of 
1he c:01mt ry. Ii appears that the 
(! LA. ,q u.ickly- "recommended" the 
vars .aJ1d "offered" the means 1hat 
mig :h. t be necessary, ])lotting to 
c:arry oui the kidnapping and 
mut:der oi Ben Barka: the CJA, 
tbe Mo::roccan secret service, French 
11olice 2gents, gangsters, and mer­
cenarie:s an ])lay-ed their part. 

'.Jlle cleatb of Ben :Barka meant 
a cleeply- ielt loss for ihe revolu­
tic,ll ar, movemen.t and a hard 1:>Jow 
agaLnsi the preparatmy work for 
tile Conference. Notwithstanding, 
rieitl.er the death of :Ben Barka 
nor the �ther- underhanded activ­
Uies ancl maneuvers and the wo1ld­
\K:ide• Jness campaign of the im­
�ali:sts could prevent. the hold­
in, of the Solidarity- Conference 
of tile Feoples of Africa, .Asia, and 
Latill Am.ericil. 

Ole Conference began its work 
011 January- 3, 1966. For the first 
t.Jme, 1he :revolutionary parties
illld mo,,-emen1s of the three con-
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ti.hents - both those struggling 
for their independence and th ose 
already in power - exchanged 
eJ<periences, discussed their point s 
of view, and arrived at agreements. 
T:he confrontation of situations 
with essentially similar character­
istics, a majority position in defense 
of the interests of their J?eoples, 
and, above all, the clash with the 
common enemy served as the com­
r.n.e>n denominators which held sway 
over the differences existing be­
t ween some of these organizations 
and over sterile quarrels and dis­
crepancies, making it evident that, 
even if there were no other factors 
uniting them, the existence of im­
perialism and the arrogant and 
c rimina 1 behavior of its principa L 
force, the United States, would 
suffice to bring about the unity 
e>f its victims. 

With its emergence as the most 
powerful force of the caJ?ltalist 
ca.mp, US imperiaHsm tries to place 
all the peoples of the world under 
its domination, considering them 
ollly sources of raw materials and 
m�rkets for its goods. Ne>t onJy 
th� peoples of Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America (the last of which 
the United States considers jts 
[>i-ivate property), the traditional 
victims of capitalist exploitation, 
b11t also the European capitalist 
countries themselves, which are in­
creasingly bound to the Yankee 
financial and economic juggernaut, 
suffer frotn this situation. 

Jf we analyze the growing 
Yankee economic penetration in 
Africa and Asia and the consequent 
extension of US political influence 
on these continents, it is not dif­
fic:ult to see how the European 
capitalist countries - the former 
big colonial powers - are rapidly 
being displaced from their old areas 
of influence not only by the nation­
al liberation movements but also by 
US penetration. 

These are the elements which 
have characterized the internation­
al situation in recent years, and, 
as a consequence, we are witnessing 
a swift-moving process of alliances 
on a worldwide scale, under US 

auspices, of all tne imperialist and 
r::eactionacy forces. Even tJie cap­
italist io� in s,ome Europe-an 
countries ihat are striving to mam­
tain tbeir own personalities in the 
face of US :imperiaJism eome up 
against increasingly difficult and 
dependent situations. 

Of course, this does not me-an 
that the old colonial power-s have 
ceased to behave with the same 
cruelty manifested by them in theil' 
heyday. The illegaJ and cr:imlna.l 
war oi aggression against the Viet­
namese people; the maneuvers and 
coups d'etat against the progressive 
African governmentc:1; the acta of 
aggression against the Arab p,eoples 
and independent countries.�and the 
repression of the national libera­
tion movement are· dramatic ev­
idence that the US-headed :imperial­
ist forces try to impose oi:: to main­
tain by force their d<Jmination and 
act as an international force, eith.er 
in conjunction or iJJdividually, as 
their interests in each case dictate. 

In the face of this intemational 
.. holy alliance" of the imperialists, 
the most effective answer of the 
peoples is to take the road of ever­
increasing unity and coordinate 
tbeir struggles. 

This is why the meeting of the 
revolutionary forces of the three 
continents to seek eommon roads 
constituted, without any doubt, a 
decisive- -step for the revoluti.ona:ry 
movement. Moreover, the presence 
of liberatfon movements alongside 
organizations that have already 
achieved power created the rig:Jit 
conditions for the solidarity and 
support for the peoples engaged in 
struggle to take on more concre t.e 
and e1fective forms. Certainly, the 
Conference debates were not smooth 
and easy, nor were they always 
harmonious. Border problems, o]d 
claims, and conflicts between some 
of the participant countries - to 
a large extent "legacies" of colo­
nialism - differences within the 
socialist camp, and the wealm.esses 
seen in the positions of some in­
dependent governments that "flirt" 
with imperialism arose at one time 
or another in the committee de bates. 

But, prevailing over the sterile 
quarrels, pre< eel ence was given to 
the interests of the revolutionary 
rnovemen t aad in particular to 
those of the peoples engaged in 
armed struggle for th.eir liberation, 
those 1bat form the front line, 
representing fue dignity and honor 
of all m.ankirid in their confronta­
tion with. Lmperialism and all the 
forms oi domination and exploita­
tfon. The .agreements and resolu­
tions we1e generally passed by an 
impressively unanimo11s vote, thus 
giving the Lie to p1e-Conference 
pred:ictLons to the contrary. 

The Con:ierence obviously had a 
very broad composition, not only 
in terms of numbers and represen­
tation but a]s() because of the very 
nature of tbe participant organiza­
tions. Mandst parties took part 
alongside parties and organizations 
which do not define themselves as 
MarMist. Nevertheless, the Confer­
ence's pronouncements were - to 
the su:rprise of many and the 
subsequent sllame of some - in­
comparably more militant than 
those that have emerged irom re­
cent international meetings and 
conclaves. The Conference did not 
limit itseli to condemning the 
actions oj the imperialist forces by 
name and to analyzing their causes1 
but it proclaimed in its General 
Declaration, "the right of the peo­
ples to have recourse t o  all forms 
of struggle that may be necessary, 
including armed struggle, in order 
to take power" and "the right and 
th.e duty of the progressive gov­
ernments and states of the world to 
provide ma1ertal and moral support 
to the peoples that are fighting 
for their liberation or are directly 
or indirectly .attacked by imperial­
ist powe1s." Determined and un­
restricted solidarity with the heroic 
Vietname�e people and with all 
0th.er peoples that are fighting for 
their independence - not only 
those in conditions of colonial 
dependency, but also those under 
neocolonial oppression - was de­
clared, and concrete and effective 
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aLil. Ul.J. Sllpp�rt W.JS <letnanced ioJ 
iliai� J>Eoples 

[ll. oJder ID c:cnsdid◄t� ,he Iela­
ticr.s and the ties est◄ blished, the 
Ccderellce cltcided upon ibe cr:ea­
t !Gr. oi a p �rm.men t oc:ganiza lion, 
t 1.� Or-� 1 niz:ation ior t:h e, Sobd81'jt;, 
of :l:E People, of Afrie:a .Asia, and 
Lati.]. A.merir:1; :t :named Ln E"'ec­
utrH Se,:retariatani cr:eaied spe.:iaJ 
�'l'lriiues. 'With the Julnding 1>vel' 
cf its Eu.llctions ts) tl:e 1Jew organj2a­
t.cr.� among its nost importani 
Eli:rs l'l.:ere c:early esta�bsl-.ed tr1ose 
of •1l.ll1ting, coo1diJJatiJlg, 11nd p10-
r:uting the �1rugglc of the peoples 
cf. A:kica, Asia, ar.d La1L11 Alr.er­
i(a agai11st impe1ial.sm, colonialism, 
arx:I 1:1e0!0Joniali sm, heade4. by US 
iJtlJ;ELialisrn ... ; 01ganiz inEC the sol­
ldtd-)" .if the pt<iples of the t�ee 
c»nt11:1ents; and ser'"ling as II pe•ma­
rJl:!7t Hai.son amotl.� the di:1feren1 
ri1>•reir.ents telongi11g to 1he Organi­
zat.lOtl." 

(Alce the Conier�nce Jt.-d ended., 
til.eere :cemair.Ed 1he im plernet1tation 
oE tile agieein.e 11ts. a1Jd t11e gc:ea1 
p:s..1bi.ities th.at Ind bee1:1 opened 
up. 'Jhis wa.Jld be affocte-tl by the 
gerJer"ill sitt1ation of tht revolution­
ary, ooo'-lemeot, vruch l'l'ol.lld eithel" 
pror11de OI' Jinit fuese possibilities. 
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Some oE the CDllfei:e11. t:e participants
w � llkl ign are ;is d e;:i sioll s aud as­
s 1&7\e p,osib<>ns \;,I lJi..:h differed in 
es s e nee ho 1t1 ill p:s1ula1es. More­
O \>'et.', for i1s p,�r:t. 1:inJ>er;alism has 
�at let up for a s1JLgle instant in 
its acts elf ag§'"E$�o□ against the 
revolutionary mo'\'e:ooe11t, and it has 
rn a.de �airlz wbl!:re wea]me sses or 
ce>ngeru1al defects bacl.. le:h the way 
OJ:)2n. The COlltlS d..'l!iat m lndone­
sfa, Gltana, ar,id. mcs1 recently in 
Milli a:i..cl tJi.e iouea.1eil willingness 
on the Fat"t oj �EJ ll African gol'­
er□meots t1> ailopt �olicies in line 
w:ith lleO«:olonL!ll1st ::i..orrns are just 
a few ex:amp-lez i>f thi�. The rev­
o hit io n.,1r:, rnol.'l!JtlEA� has also :mf­
fe1 e d :iailures ;.Jtcl iever:ses, while 
th.e dif lerences: wilbm its ranks 
h.a\'e sba1peneil <inmatic:ally. 

Refe1ence to tli.is 111uation and a 
tl1.or:-o11gh analysi s l)f it are to be 
fo .ind m :Maje>C' :Ernesto Guevara's 
rntssage se11t to ,h� 'J'rkontinental 
O1gani..Lalio11 a fel"I' short months· 
betore llis here>1e death. His mes­
sa�e 1dlec1S U1e "oice of the Tri­
continental Organi2a1ion, which is 
the voice oj t.hl)s.e, wno have under­
tal:en the 1oad oj , truggle against 
imp eria]ism l I) its. final conse­
q1.JEnces, 'J'llis "-·a:s ihe spirit of 
the Tricontine11 laJ Co11ie1ence, and 
lh.J� is tbe lin.e e>f O SP AAAL. It is 
th.e liJ1e vh.idt ilnswers to the 
in itres ts of fh.e ])€0Fles, the in­
ten sts of the Ubua11on movements, 
the interes1s of t:h.e fighters of the 
three contfa1en1s and. of aU parts of 
the world. The maintenance of this 
i>osi tio11 - when m:my are recon­
ciled with irnperiu1sm or in the 
se ri,ice- of the selfish. interests of 
J>arties or tendencies - cannot be 
lcept up withe> 11t ja c ing obstacles 
u1d reverses; bu1 todav - just 
as the Triconti11enial Conference 
J>I"DClaimed yeste1day - we pro, 
c]ajm our confidence in the road
ilnd the conduct outlined of re­
sponding to the ,r10Jen.ce of the im­
perialist enem� �ith revolutionary
'.'io[e11ce, 11nd we reoeat 1he watch­
YV�rd which Clle i;all'e to all rnan­
lciJJd: "Create two� three, many
Viet-Nams."

Meaning of the 
Tricontinental 

Conference 

In .ranuary 1966 the %evoJ11tionary r-ep1�­
sent;ath·es of three coritinents met i1J1 Ha­
vana to exchange experie□ccs, join the cr 
efforts. and form a commo::i tront o1 stn,g. 

gle against imperialJs:m, «�loniaU:sm. aind 
neocolonialism. Three years ;ajter th� hold­
iog oj the First Solidailty Con!ere11 ce of 
the Peoples of A!rica, Asm. and Latin J'\m,u. 
ica, TrlcontlnentlLL asked the deJega� of 
the revolutionary orga,nizatio11s whicb ;in 

represented on th.e Executr•e Secretar.at of 
OSPAAAL to giye their i,pinions 011 fut 
me�ni□g of this event. 

The delegates of the Con�□ (Ll, the Por• 

tuguese colonies. the Repu'l>Jjc of G11in.� 
Korea. Syria, South Viet-J.am, V-ene,uela, 
and Chile answered our re(lucst, as did 1h• 
Ambassador of the Delnoc%atic: Republic of 
Viet-Nam II'\ Cuba. 

EDCUARC NARCEL SUMBU, 
de-legeie from ihe National 

Co11ncil for Liberation of the 
Congo (L). 

TKE SlGJlITIC.ANCE of the First 
TrLcont:inetttal Conferen.ce was dem­
onstra.ted in p:1actice, since it con­
stituted a ver-y hard blow for impe­
rja!Jsm and ecmplete support for 
1he revohitiooJ..ries, especially the 
Cong()lese r�vo]lltionades. We are 
indeed sa tisfje(I with the institu­
tions created by the Conference 
- the Exec lltive Se-cretaria t, for
ins tan.ce, vhieb implements all the 
res.olution:s; tht- Commjttee of Aid
to the c�ngo; the T1icontinental
Commit1ee of Support to Viet-Nam;
the committeEs of aid and asshtance
to oiJie:r ]JbexaUcm movements; e_tc.
The Secreta1iat, for instance, is
working Jrecisely aJong the lines
preseribecl by the First Tricontinen­
tal Conference.

Regardi11g 1be seat of the Orga­
nization of the Solidarity of the Peo­
ples of .Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America, the Nationa] Council for 
the Liberation of the Congo (L) has 
demonstrated and explained its 
s1and to tile whole world: the seat 
should remain jn Cuba because we 
can verify t:ha1 1he work is carried 
out weU and the Organization is 
kept away fiom any control of reac­
tionary and imperialist elements. It 
is a very consistent, mHitant organi­
zation tha1 measures up to the strug­
gles of the peoples, which are sub­
clivided in vaiiolls parts. Let us take, 
for instance, 'the struggle against 
coloniaJisrn. In Africa, all the move­
ments that fight colonialism receive 
aid. Our delegation to the Secretariat 
has proofs demonstrating that the 
Organfaation is up to its task of aid­
ing these movements for liberation 
from colo11ialism. 

We have the case of various move­
ments which are fighting against 
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neoc�ICJnial ism. \l\'ith weapons, etc. 
uid we have tangible proof of the 
essis1ance given to them. And we. 
the C<Jngolese, are very proud to 
have- an allied organization such as 
OSPAAAL. 

TJlet:'e at"e also t:hose who are fight• 
ing -.gainst imperialism and colo­
nial:ism, sueh as tbe Vje1namese-, and 
we t.lunk OSP AAAL conmoutes 
greatly toward. the !levelopmen t of 
the an.ti-imperjaJist struggle in the 
world, to increase tl1e peoples' ha­
tred, thus contributing to the victory 
of the peoples oi Vjet-Nam, Laos, 
ThaiJand, and others. 

As to the struggle against radsm, 
we ltave the case CJf the black people 
of the United States. On various 
occasions they haye been invited by 
the leading members of the Execu­
tive Secretariat of our Organiza­
ti<Jn. Their statements prove that 
OSP.AAAL is a.iding them e1fective­
ly. We think that this organization 
will continue to develop its work 
until the people defe-at imperfal­
ism, our common enemy. 

PAULO JORGE, delegate from 
the Conference of Nationalist 

Organizations ofthe 
Polluguese Colonies (CONCP). 

WHEN THE FIRST Tricontinen.tal 
Conierence convened in Havana in 
1966, I had the pleasure of belong­
ing to the de]ega ti.on 1epresenting 
the Angolan PeopJe's Liberation 
Movement in this international 
event, which all1l ed to gather all 
progressive and revo1utionary forces 
of the three contineJlts. During the 
course- of this Conference, after se­
rious debates encl a deep analysis o1 
the problems afiecting the so-called 
Third World, the Organization o1 
Solidarity of the- Pe-oples of Africa, 
Asia, and Latin America was con­
stituted. 

During this same Conference it 
was decided to create an Exec:ubve 
Secretariat, composed of a certain 
number of members for each conti­
nent. Three years have already 
elapsed since tnen. During this 
Conference, in addmon to a series 
of resolutions it adopted tendjng to 
solve some common problems, it 
was decided to talce militant solid.ar­
jty to the liberation movements or 
to the underdeveloped countries, 
and in this respect. a seri� o1 cri­
teria were adopted. Critel'ia which. 
unfortunately, some member 01gani-
2ations of our Organi.:ation have 
not fulfilled. They have not assumed 
their responsibility towards them. 
and naturally, this did not ease the 

carrying out of the noble tasks our 
Organization h;id assigned itseU. 

A!'. I ba'f/e jusi mentioned, three 
years have- alnady passed. It would 
be very ilifficu]t, and al.sCJ it would 
take loo loo�. to make a balance of 
all 1he aetivitits of this Organiza­
tion ; however, VI' e must point out 
some of the po:sjtive elements among 
the acti.,,itie:s of OSPAAAL. 

If we- examine t:he many state­
ments issu-ed b� Lhe Ex.ecutive Sec­
retari ait, which. dearly reflect the 
posiifon of t:he Organizatfon in rela­
tion 14> international and national 
problems; if we ga-uge t:he quality 
of the OSPAAAL publicaiions; such 
.as Tricontinentel magazine and 
T'Tic011.t�r.e11.t:a l BuJLetiri., in which 
our Organ:ization makes known 
the foremost pr-oh lems of our world, 
so convulsed and in which violence 
tends to jncrease daily in order 
to coun,teract the also 'f/iolent of­
fensive of 'the eountenevolution­
ary forces of the three continents; 
if we consider the vanguard posi­
tion:s adopted by our Organization 
through out the wol'k which has been 
carried out durm� these three years, 
in spi.te of all ihese difficulties, we 
believe we can congral-ulate our­
selves o□ the results obtpined. 

As ai partidpllD t in the First Tri­
eontinenial Confer-ence, and now as 
member or integral part of the 
Executive Secreiariat, I look for-. 
ward to th.e celebration oi the third 
anniversary. foreseeing additional 
succ:e:sses in the work of our Organi­
z;ation. Successes which are reflected 
in the development of the struggle 
for n.ational liberation in the nations 
of Africa, Asia, 1Jnd La1in America. 
Successes which OSPAAAL can 
obtain in the international context, 
even though ii has already secured 
a posjtion of prestige 011 the inter­
national plane. 

DABO BENGAL Y, delegate 
from the Democratic Party of 

Guinea. 
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THI!: D,,[FC)B'J.ANCJ: af tbe Tricon­
tine11 tal Ol' ta i2 a iion ,vjthin the 
fnmework: d ihe struggle of the 
peoples of tlu TJi.i1cl. World is the 
c1llm:inc1tion of all Jdul, of a de­
sire of the 1e::iples C>i Africa, Asia, 
a:n.d Laiin ..A.:merjca of uniting in 
oJ'de-r tc> fight ei:fectively for the 
welfare oi Ut:ir respeciive peoples, 
an.d in our Joint o:i Tkw we shall 
n e-rec uas e tC> Ie nder :;pecial hom­
ai e to the a(1ivitit:$ that, to this 
e111I, we-re carried. l)Ut bJ the great 
MC>rc>ccan i:igtitec, El Mehdi Ben 
Barka. 

Jn the opill:ion o:i 1he :Republic of 
Guinea, ih.e actrvit5· c>f ihe peoples 
o:i Africa, Asiil, and Latin. America 
sli<>llld he :iu1da.ml!!r.ltal!J' aimed at 
fighting vritll all ihe means avail­
able to them against ally form of 
do111ination iE Ol'dtr 1o unite all 
al'C>Ulld a com 1110n 1d.eal A common 
ideal w h.ic b is notbmg- but happi­
n tJS� well-bei11g, a11d. piogress. 

KIM KIL JEM, cteilegate from 
lhe Work••s· Part, of Korea. 

THE FIRST Conference o1 Solidar­
ity of t:he PeC>p]es I)[ tdrica, Asia, 
a11d Latin .AJI1el'ica was really a 
hjstoric one >"'hich foolc effective 
measures to suppe>rt, help, and ins­
pxe 1he peoples of' the ihree con­
tiaents, by pi>oling: t:lteir energies 
in 111 eir stru§gle atai llSI imperial­
ism �nd col011ialism, hea.ded by US 

imperialism, and for freedom and 
independence, :peace and social 
progress. 

Three years have already el-'psed 
since the historic First Conference. 
During this !)E!riod, the Executil.;e 
Secretariat of OSPAAAL estab­
lished in the first Tricontinental 
Conference has carried out a lot e>f 
work on the basi:s of the resolutions 
of the Conference representing the 
unanimous ideas of the peoples of 
the three coniinents fighting against 
imperialism and c:o]onialism, headed 
by US imperialism. 

It has most energetica]ly sup­
ported and encouraged the Vietnam­
ese people in theLr heroic s1rug­
g]e againsf th.e 11S jmperialist ag­
gressors and expressed firm solidar­
ity with the Xorean people in their 
just and valiant struggle against 
the US imperialist aggressor:. and 
for the country's :independent uni­
fication. 

Especially, it has supported ac­
tively all the people& of the Asfan 
continent in their struggle against 
the revival of Japi.11.ese mrntarism, 
which constltut€$ the danger of 
aggression in A:.ia, and against im­
perialism. 

It has energetically inspired and 
encouraged the African peoples in 
their vigorous struggle against the 
imperialists and racists, headed 
by US imperialism, and for their 
national independence and the peo­
ples of the Arab countries in their 
struggle agafast the Israeli expan-

sionj:sb. 
[t ba:; als� eifectjvely supported 

and encoo.raged all the guerrillas 
and the peoples of Latin America 
in th�Lr C"e"l'Olutionary struggle, 
weaJXJII.S in liand, inheriting the 
revol1.Jtiol!.aJJ' thoughts. of Che Gue­
vara, a gen'ILD:e internationalist and 
an indomLtal� revolutionary fight­
er, and ioll> ... ing the example of 
th.e heroic struggle waged by the 
Cuban peopJe .. 

ThllS. ii has made a great contri­
b 1.Jt i oo to OOTe Africa, Asia, and 
Latin .America turned into 1he most 
fierce an1i-nperfalist front today. 

rm perialisJI1 bas met with the 
stl'ong resLs'. an ce of the African, 
Asim, and Latin-American peoples 
and sufferNI.. the h.ea.viest blows 
from them. 

AJl these bets have proved the 
conectness o-f ihe measures taken 
b-y fhe Fjrs� 'Jriconticental Confer­
ence.

The cause of liberation of the 
Afri.C!all, .Asian,. and Latin-American 
peopJes has not been completed. 

So Jcmg as imperialism exists on 
th.e g]obe a11<'l oppresses and plun­
der; the poople, the people cannot 
leave <>ff ihE 11nti-imperialist strug­
gle even a moment. 

The peoplts of Afdca, Asia, and 
Latin Amer:c11 should unite more 
furnly with the common objective 
of opposing US imperialism. 

A:. Comrade Kim Il Sung, the 
respec1ed nd beloved leader of 
forty million Korean people, point­
ed otJt in his article published in 
T7iCO?l-tinen.td No. 8, the magazine 
of OSPAAAL, 

The pee>pJES of the countries mak­
ing revolu:ion should join efforts 
to tear left and right arms from 
US imper:ialism, tear off its left 
and right legs and behead it 
eventuaJly-everywhere it stretches 
oui its c1ook� f:iands of ag­
gression. 
We, the Ko1ean people, who con­

sistently supp:irt the peoples of all 
the- eountries in their struggle 
agains1 US imperialism, are fight­
ing to accomplish their cause of 
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national bbei-lJJC)11.. ar:c!, at ihe- same 
time-, are odr1i11l ��1:y-thing in our 
p:>wer 1o ae<-eluate 1he advance­
C1.ent of thed.r.at ernatioriat reyolu t ion­
my mC>veme-ii.t as II wboJe. 

We r-egiud it 11s: u important 
ftc t()r i.Jl briaging vx:tor:, to the 
Koreari R.e-vc>]u1ion. 

WILLJA Ill KHOU AY-, delegate 
from th• Bae:S Part, of Syria. 

(Jtf THE OCCASC0N 1>f t:he third 
&Jllliversary cf the Trj<ontinental 
Conier-enc-e .. J s:bollld. Jike to express 
11:1y idEa s � fedi.□gs on such an 
Import.mt c:oIDll'.lell1c>J.a tjon_ The cre­
aiion ()f thi:s OrlJ.a.ai.z:atiC>n is an out­
atanding hi�tori< �vem.1 becaus e the 
'10rld .is n1>w going thr1>ugh a very 
hport:mt stat• i IL its hjst<>ry. Jm. 
�erjalism, wll..rdi. occupies vast re­
J:bns ()f the- vodc3, wh.ich jnterferes 
In the inter-nail affair:s <Jf oiher na­
ti.1>11s, an.! �hicl1 lu Ill. ilitary bases 
s1L oYer tlle vorld, wan.ts to per­
p•tuate t lie otc11 pati l)n Sllld exploita­
ti 1>11 of 1he- 1.JI1cl.er-d�e-loped coun­
tries. Today <Cl]o.ll.i�l:SI1l md neo­
colonfaJisn a.re coJnm5tting all sorts 
of fajusti�s in Yiet-Nam, Korea, 
Laos, Palestine, the C1>ago, Mozam­
bique, so-c.;.lle� PClr111goese Guinea, 
tbe Latin-.Arner1ca.n. countries ... and 
tbese inJw1k�� <lemanc! 1hat the 
pecipl e hel!) each othe:J to set up 
an org!lrii2atior:1 ill.at vill enable 
tlJern to hce c�l�ni.alism and im­
perialisrn in. a cCJ:mmon straggle. 

The fa ct tit.;.; t il.e Tt-icon.tinental 
O:rganizatian tias its sea.i :in Havana 
is of special sJgrdfii:ance, since Cuba 
represents a revCl]IL tio11 that has 
given to Jts people a socitlist regime 
tJ.at has libentecJ thel'JI from im­
perialisi ex J> ]cit, tfon, and that strug­
gles with all i� strerigth and co­
operates with the vrotid struggle 
fen liberatic>m and the establishment 
of a new se>cia.li st i-egim.e. 

Because o1 tliese pr:n<iples Cuba 
participated in ih.e preparation of 
tit e First 1':ricoJLtinentaI Conieren<e, 
aro Syria, my COUJl.lry, :participated 
a� jn this CCJnfei-ence together 
with the Clrgan 12ations o1 more than 

80 countries that attended it. lt is 
a great honor for Sy:ria to partici­
pate in the world revoh1tiooacy 
struggle. 

We are going through a "ery im­
portant stage and it is necessary to 
increase the cooperation among the 
tricontinental couatrie-s and. carry 
forward the struggle through()ut 
the world. The role of OSPAAAL 
bas been very important for the 
strengthening of this :struggle; state­
ments an d arUcles have been is­
sued which have served to light the 
road of the struggle of the peoples. 
OSPAAAL has begun on tl11s ro!ld 
of common struggle and we hope 
that it shall be able to fulfill iis 

liberating mission 1111 over the 
wor]cJ.. The peoples of the world 
must cooperate closely with each 
other jn order to face imperfalism, 
which is committing injusiices all 
over. 

On the occasion of the third an­
niversary of the Fkst TricontLnental 
Conference and considering that 
OSPAAAL has carried out many 
outstanding missions, Syria is coop­
era1fag with all Hs strength in the 
same struggle and wishes great suc­
cess to the Orgamzatjon in the lib­
eration of the peoples from the 
inj ustic�s of imperialism, for the 
achievement of freedom and world 
peace based on justice and a social­
ist regime. 

HOANG BCH SON, delegate 
frcm NFL oi South Viet-Nam. 

IN' '.J'HESE 'JIMES, it is in Africa, 
Asia, and L ltin America that the 
biggest con.tra:iictions are concen­
traierl. In ilese areas the pe-ople 
ha.ve l'"isen t., fight against the 
policy of ._�gression, domination, 
an.a exploit�tion of imperialism, 
co]oaia.lism, and heocolonialism. 

The First Solidarity Conference of 
the Peoples of Africa, Asia, and 
Latin .America, held in Havana early 
in ,h.m.1ary J966, was an 011tstand­
ing- ,event in the political life of the 
peoples of thtse continents. The Tri­
continental Organi:z:ation has out­
lined the roa4. to be foDowed. by the 
peoples of 1hese areas, which is 
that oj unjting and carrying out 
revolutionacy struggle in order to 
win 1he:ir independence and free­
do m. 

The First Solidarity Conference 
of th� Peoplts of A1rica, Asia, and 
Latin America as weU as the ac­
hvities carried out by the bodies 
crea1ed durlrig that event-such 
as the Ex�utive Secretariat of 
OSPAAAL and the Tricontinental 
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Ccimmittee .if Support to Viet-N.im 
-have macle- positive contribu.tion.s
t(), the .struggle against the US for
tile national! liberation o:f the Viet­
namese peo]>le. The approval, s11p­
port, and assistance of the p�ples
of tbe world, especially of the peo­
ples of Afdc:a, Asia, and Latin
America, c-onstitute a :source of
energy and a permanent stimulus
ti> my people and to the fighters of
mr country to fight on with eritbu­
sia:.m and completely defeat the war
of aggression <rf US imperialism,
the common eoemy of the pe-,ples
of Africl'i, Asia, Latin America, and
the whole ""odd.

ROBERTO RODRIGUEZ, 
delegata from Venezuela. 

I WAS HIDING from the police 
w :hen I learned that the Conference 
wu to be held. To me it was indeed 
encouraging news, because the Tri­
eontinental Co11-ference, in my c,pin­
i<0n, means 1he development of the 
anti-imperialist struggle in the three 
eootinents, and its importance lies 
i:n. how - after all the work in­
volved in these conferences - one 
ar-rives at such unity that it comes 
to mean the political line of anti­
imperiab:st struggle for the three 
continents. 

You just have to see the resolu­
tions, especially the politfoal resolu­
tion, in order to realize its magni­
tL1de. To me it i:s so important that 
iis results wiJl mark the road to  be 
fol]owed and will radicalize people 
even more in this final struggle 
against imperialism. 

Afterwards, ihe Conference �eat­
erl OSPAAAL, with its Executive 
Secretariat as a leading body in 
charge of implementing the agree­
ments contained in the resolutions. 
We can affirm that the Tric:onti­
nental Orga:niz:ation has fulfilled its 
nle - not to the extent to which all 
of us would have liked it to, because 
tile difficulties to be overcome are 
enormous, because we have a power­
fal enemy, bat it has fuliilled, in 
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general, the line set down in the

resolutions. The h<0]ding of ihe Sec­
ond Con1erence wm consolidate 
what was created in the first one, 
which has outlined slight changes 
in the course of the an ti-impe­
rialist struggle, for time marches on. 
dynamically - as l>efits history, the 
history of man. 

WALTERIO FIERRO, delegate 
from the Front for Popular 

Action of Chile (FRAP). 

UNDOUBTEDLY, the First Solidar­
ity Conference of the Peoples of 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America 
answered the need oi spurring the 
revolutionary struggle of those who 
are trying to shake off the domina­
tion and exploitation of world im­
perialism, with the US at its head. 
This gathering of the national liber­
ation movements and revolution­
ary forces of the three continents 
brought about an awareness of the 
fact that the main contradiction in 
today's world is that played by 
these forces in iheir revolutionary 
confrontation with US imperialism, 
the self-appointed universal gen-

darme. in 01der to end all forms of 
colonial and neocolon:ial exploita­
tion. 

A baJance of ihe experiences ob­
tained from 1he struggle of the 
Afro-.Asia11.-La.tin-Arnedcan peoples, 
and esriec1ally faqm the heroic war 
of liberation carried on by the peo­
ple of Viet-N"un, :shows that the 
First Tricon1intmtal Conference out­
lined the base s -,f a stra tegy in the 
fight against imperialism in ·which 
revolu1fonary armed struggle - as 
the supreme form of liberating bat­
tle- will be the means for a defi­
nite victory. 

During lhis great hls1orical meet­
ing it was ahio confirmed that 
stra1egic and tactical coordination 
is a decisiye factor in order to 
defeat the world policy of aggres­
sion against the peoples launched 
by US imperiaJism, · as was very 
clearly expressed by Major Er­
nesto Che Guevara's Message to 
OSP AAAL under the watchword, 
"to crea1e two, three, many Viet­
N ams." 

Three years after ihis historic 
Conference we are able to witness 
with satisfacii<0n the projections of 
its conclusions in the victorious 
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a«i.irar.c� of t ltose vllo have deddel 
to �e.11 imcl•:a.s:ingl:, b�a�er blows 
to 'US irn]>eri:a.lhrm, its lackeys, B1111 
p11ppet 1. The OrgaiutioJ1 of Soli­
cLa.rify of 11. e Feopl«s of Abie a. 
J.sl a, ind La1in �el'ica., its l'llah 
ll� ily-, bas had ibe respcm.t!bilitJ �f 
01 eou.ragi:n.g tlle pecrpl� of tleee 
aJ1Ltinen ts· 11r.1d oj intnasing B1111 
e:x t�11c!:nt revcluti>na ry .aware-.:n.eu 
11t a tncootin.enta), w i>r-1.cl. lEVel b 
this suse, � pE<>J>IE, in particular., 

CJ'l',;le tt.eir ml>St i1J1portan1 achitve­
meaits lo tbh Conferen.ce and O.r-
10.i2at!on as well as to the First
S�tidar-ity- C i>nfere:ice of the J>eo­
Jles e>f Lati II A.1rl edca. 

ftl GO N lU, Amb 1s seclor from 
tne O•mccr.atic Republic 

al Viet-I'! am i" Cuba. 
r r.-;-

A F R  I C A ,  A..S I .A. ,  A:ND LA'J'IN 
A::MERICA, vhich l>COlJ>Y 71% of 
tlJe tc>t.;;il .area.  of ti.e tarth, with. a 
p:ip11Jat:on of over 23OCI :D'ljllion, are 
tlJe scenE of ill.ter.s:e 1evolu tioaar:y 
te-rJt peJts. 

Witlt vitorHlS L!Jlpetus of revcilu­
ti0J1.trJ offe11:sive, the peoples of 
Ai::ric:&., A�ia, !llld Lati n Ame1ica 
ba"le dealt demoljsJi:ing ble>ws to the 
i:m]>ern!ists and. colo>nialisis, break­
mg up bloclc:1 �j t:hjr C o]�nfal :sys­
te-rJt . llie- battle of the peoples of 
tile three cootinen Is urdolds i.mder 
al1 ioms; tile mo�t geoeralized is 
III"l'Jled. strugilE, a irning its spEar­
bead at VS irnpetia.1ism-

T11rEe yeass 2gc,
1 

the First 5:>li­
dality Cor,fe•ence �j tlte People:s of 
A::f1ica, Asia., a11d Lati n Ame1ica 
- 1:telc! in the Republic of Cuba, the
revoliat3>na.ry st:mdard-b ea.rer of the
Weste:n:i Her::n.isplla-e - mark� a
1Je\T step fon.iud iI the :solida:rits 
nu,1JeIJ1ffit of the- opprtssed peo})les 
against impe•ial!sm. Aiter the Con­
fer e11c e the :Jevo]utjonary forces of 
tile thl'ee cooiiner,t:s ha'Ve illtensiiied 
tll.eir rn.11tua] assistar,ce and support 
and tbe m0veroeB.t for national 
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emancipathri Jiu achieved many 
n-ew vieiories. It i:s 0bvious that the 
Conference a11cl the executive bodies 
eLec:ted by- it :tiave made an active 
ccntrib1Ltioo to this general advance 
of the revo}uti.o,nary movement in 
the three c rn1inen1s and throughout 
the wodd. 

The struggle o::f th.e Vietnamese 
p�ple agains1 the US imperia]ist 
aggiess:c,r jar natio,nal liberation is 
aoo part of '!liE national liberation 
rn.ovem ents :in A:fric:a, Asia, and Lat­
ini America. Ollt pEople always 
fol low !Incl s11p]>0rt the struggle of 
the people:! of tliese continents. and 
cooside1 iheir vii:tories as our own. 
We sincere]y appreciate the valuable 
sllpport of th.e peoples of the three 
continents and the world to the 
ccl\Jse of tee ,1ruggle of our people 
against 11S ag�on and for na­
tion al liberatIDn_ 

Answering tile sacred. call of Pres­
id ent Ho Chi Mfali.

1 
our people are 

determinecl to CBrJ'! that cause on­
w �rd to co:npletE victory, thus con­
tr:buting �ith <lignity to the com­
mon revol1.,tio11a1y endeavor of the 
pe:>ples 01 ...Urica, Asia, Latin Amer­
ica, and 1h.e pro ,ressive peoples of 
the world. 

·r;.;;J =•::dag
,Mak1ng:an Army 

· • Wi l fred Burchett
The pec,ple ot Viet-Naill l!ave been m�ll:ing he.a.tlliBes :1or ove1 tive )'eal's. The success 
gained le :fol"'Cing the VS impe:rial:isU to ceue unrnllitloo■Jlr the bombings against the 
DRV 81:ld accept ihe J)Je�eoce oj the NFJ. .at tlJe Peti.s d �'"lSSECS is ihe news highlight 
of the day. Th� hllnl:iliatlng ddeat s1d:lerec! b:, 1l1e imperialiJ15 says more than any 
treatlse on th.e al>mt:,, ct e poor an(I �=LI Jieople to f�bt an.i hj11mr;,h ovu the mightiest 
lmperialis1 power 01t'e 1rtti anti iis puJ>pd; armies, 

The People's Llberatlon Armed Fon:es- coau1hon or lht 'li/u.kee disaster - were. at 
the beginning; Srllall scattered iJ'ClUps, mned with onl)' a te'lf ci1cl �□d rust! weapons. The 
courage and patriotism of the Vieirla,IJl.eR have llllr;ecl. ti� embryos of. resis1ance into 
an lndestr-uc tible :lorce. 

An exceptiooal wit:nesi to this viiroru1s metamorpho,is :is Wilfred llurchttt. Well­
acquairilecl wJth Souil!east Asia and e1J)ecia1Jy witl! Viet-Nan., the Au$'1ralian journalist 
end writei otters the readers of: Trlc•atlaental =e in'terestini aspects of the origin of 
the PLAF. 

' 

The present wwk is tbe 1hird cha�ie r l)f W!l)' 111,e Vl euoa,,i l'fln!I, a book by Burchett 
to be issued shortly by- the Triconii11en.taJ Publisltins :House. Tile undeniable importance 
and positive upects ()( tbJs boolc more tran Justify its in<)11si<>1:1 in Beells of Teda.y, 

HOW DO YOU start building 11.p a n\od.ern .um::r f1om scratch when you have 
neither sta1E powe1, arms nor money and only a handfttl of dedicated 
men witn faith enougb to form the jirst nucleus.? Fidel Castro did it by 
secretly training a '.iew devoted followers in the j 11.□gles of I:.atin America, 
disembarking S2-s;trong from the d.ilap idated boat G7an?M.a on Cuban shores 
December :i ,  1956 in a seemingly hopeless veIJture - losing almost all their 
equipment in gettit1g a:1hore - rEil1Jced to twe]ve men within a few days of 
murderous combat. But wHhin two _years and one month Castro's ban.d had 
expanded into a poverful force wh:ich smashed the 50 000-man US-equipped 
army of dictator Ba1ista and took o rer state J)Ower in Kavana on January 2, 
1959. Ben Bella did it by staiting in Novembu J9�1, with half a dozen con­
spirators inspired by- th.e French defeat at Dien Bien Phu, meeting secretly in 

the Aures region of A.lgeria with ha1dly a weapon between them but deciding 
to take on the Fremch colonial arm:, arid in fact ii,ghting through to victory 
nearly eight years La ter_ Viet;-Nam's Vo Nguyen. Gi.ap .started oU on December 
22� 1944 with the famous Tran Hung Dao p]atoon oi 34 men armed with 17  bolt­
rifles, 14 flill.Uo>cks a.nd two 1e'10Jyen to build up the military machine which 
was to climax its victories over tht French colonial army by the historic 
victory at DiEn Bien Pb:u nearly JO :11ears later. 

In each of the thre e cases menboned the armed Eorces were founded 
around ij,e personification of the military and political leadership of the 
liberation moyernent. Castro chose as his origjnill. in�trument of armed struggle 
the autonomous milihry column undu llis persorial Judership and after it had 
been built up to full st1engtll. and developed into a hardened, experienced 
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JdJil&y urut, te.ltlpei-ed .ill. the cna:iblE oE ◄�ze,s of f:Erc:e battles, ll'l'hell. Ca.stro's 
d:ef l�\Lle11u.t:s Ch.e Gue"-ara, Ra.ill CasTO an,d �1hers,. ha• coJX1pleteJy ab­
:sa::bed tb!Lr Le�der's 1a,:ties mid ndl.itacy tecllnique-, a.. seco111d m\lmll was 
cl•tad.a Er,0J11 tile '"mother' Wli111nder 'Ch..e� li ",o a1:1d cl:> Uk:e'Nise," open 
Et:CJti.e I l:m1111. T!Len a t:hl.rcl. llllCelr l!.a 11.l acd so cm, ccor!lima lxm t>! ;action being 
achier.a l1t ib,e b etinn.illg �nly I,,)' tbe CO-:rt])lete :id,e111ti1)1 of ains, rnelhClds and 
tai::\i(:I_ 0111ce the snuggle ir, Cobai ,.n � vie !()l'iC1t1i Cine can sar the sa.mE '"growth 
u;cl spli1" prL11c:iple of dev-eloJ>mElllt va.s Lppli.eil o:m a 1Iernis1>h.ere scale, when 
Cle v mt ofj to BCllivia.. tc,, head a n e-v a:ilu.mn 1o Clpen up a. 11ev IJClll1 with 
tbetn.tic res..al.t that waB rruur11ed 1,:y progres:si.ire ln1ma.n lle:ioJs the \ll",or)d over. 

l:n So..tth VJet-Nani the "grow-tlt ;and s])llt" pr111CipJe '¥315 ills� 1tle Law of 
d�-eltJllll<!JLl, °bll.t in a v-ery difieren1 'l\'ay, Jartl:y IJt�use of the gnist ei::perience 
aa;iuhed �Y- Ille Sou..tb VIe1nameS! ])eople dur1111r:: tl.e .ui1i-�u1ch. �ar, partly 
liecall.le �I 1ile Jong ye-u·s ,if pol:iti.ca1 st:n1'g1e ilWlp,>sed by ill� DiemJSt fascist 
re�. After tl� first sparks o:i s])�11'ta11:e,ous resis lance in widely s,ep:mrted 
aceu d the «>t1nt1}' .lad led to a dec:isi•m t� l:ru.nch genu.al:iz:ed lt<rmed re­
si:!lalll.ce, a:rmed groups of difiEri:Jlg si;;;:e encl quality- s()•ant inJCl 1,eillg simul­
taL-.eo-u:!l:y aJL ()\rer the i:oumtry. J'rorn tl:ese i:i.itial g roups tie "gr,owtll and 
split" pnte�:s start� right 1roJl1 the begi.:mir:1,: ,on a nation--vile seil.Je_ There 
""1J r»i ju"t one pla10011 as  Giap had to aa.lte d,o vti.th ill. l!N4, but sc<>res and 
buici.e.l:s or platO<DS althClugh 111a11:r o1 tbem �er« ;amied ooly vi th hoes, 
1:miY"e s 1:ric! otber ru.dim«nta ry \l'\'eap o 11; inc:lu dillg du =:r ri!le:s vhi.eh ibey used 
tl)oi«>Cd effect to wrest real ones iroll1 tlte enemy. 

During ar:ie of rxiy visits to ih.e libeJaietl areas, l aslie-'1 Le Va11 Hue>ng, 
c:IJid oj staff cd a regir:n.ent of the Li btra1ion .Arm)! to relate bow it llaci been 
bui.ll UJ t� jt, ]):resent �- An.t he e::xplai.med : 

'l"'v1> pl�1oons bad been 1armecl in our district s:JClll :ifte• the F•ont issued 
,ts olJ E()r al"l arned upnsi11g and the Eom».iion. of regular, full-time 
face. J wa.s in ch.arge oi ooe and 'Jh.u,ong Clien.1 was ill. cb.arge of the 
dh.e:r. W"e me1 anc! a�eed t,o ex:!)ancl eadt c,j �11r p,l:itoe>:nii (ar()l.llld thirty 
:nen I mto a. compilny (a 1l1.1J1c!Jed nuni) . It tod quite a. 'l'l'hiJe t,o dCI this, 
J1t0t :tor lad ol re<1'11.ih bout f.i:r lack or a.rms. !!:veil. wlle11 we :started to 
�:::i:pand� Y'{E h.ad c:nly about te.n :firetrrns (()r each ])laiC1oll.. Soooetime5 a 
J1a1cxm member wol.J!d !Clan his weapcn to bis comrade atid 1be latter 
vould a:,rne oa.:k a fe,11'{ htows later ivith two l"ea.pons, re\ur al11g the one 
le lud borrovrEd. WI-Len ve ma.de a1tacks ilu:iiJlg "the j:irst. rn.011.ths there 
Vis al.l"ay5 a1 least o:ne untrrnecl man for e,;e1J 011 e wjtll a weapon, 
::iead:r 1o snatch a 1ifle frClm 1he el"le:rny 01 fr-om ouJ" own. tlE!cld or wounded. 
�eJl -,,.-e bad l w<> under-!ltrmgth conpanies, v� fused them as a 11t1cleus 
::1or a batt.llion. With 1his bigger uni1, we cou:H increase the sc:al,e of our 
�ttacks which in the beginJ1i1tg were a.lmosi e:,;clusll"el)" to get arms. 
Vh.eJl l'l'E had .a.p11rec:iabl:, increase<I our s1oclc: o1 Weil[;l<JllS we armed a 
1bird mc:t>rnplete (om11an� and ll'l'ithi a fourth cooopally C11 :reserves, for 
v llom �e bad llD arms at all, ve 1orned our fil"St "b.i. ttaJi ori. 
l.ate:r 0111, t,o fClrm a secoi.d l>atta1io,-, we tool: our fi1si <ompuy a-way

1 C:lie:i had bee-11. introcluc•d as the weil111eo.t's pJlit:ical ott'icer. 
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from No. 1 battalion and �e5 -this as a nuc�,u f()r No. 2 battalion. But 
growth this till1e W8$ very !!LO'-"", so we aetac1ec: �me cadres from No. 1 
battalion and incorporated �01111e regionaJ troo�s ar-i I called th.is No. 2 bat­
talion. In fact it was only a1 company stce�g1b b-ut as it was partly 
formed from •egional troops, "IVe gave it a Ea:ir]::,- i1ee hand and it started 
its own recrujting campaign among the youcg pe;i,g]e of tile region and 
fairly soon it was expanded aod we •eally hld � second b,ttalion. Then 
we poole d the two battalions and call,d. ounelve� i. regiment. We took 
10 cadres :from ba1ta!iClns l an.a :! and inc orporatEd the re:se1ve companies 
for whom we !tad gradually been se=ring aJ:iru to :form No. 3 battalion 
which grew much quic:ker than the first two. 
When we first started operat:i11g as a regimeJLt, w--e had plenty oi prob­
lems. Enemy regiments, e11en battalions, had far greater fire power. 
Although by "the time we caJled ourse].,,�; .a regiment, every man had a 
weapon, these we:re mainly an odd asso•irneJLt of rifles and a few light 
machine-guns. The NFL sent a few hea...-ier weap1>ns and other supplies, 
but we were supposed to be as seLE-suppt>rfa.g u [>OSsible. We decided to 
try and add a medium weapons supp<ll'1 platOC111 to each (Ompany with 
medium machiJle-guns and. --1:0 or 60 mm mcctclr.; and a heavy weapons 
company to each battalion '1'"Llh heavy machire gu 'IS, 81 mm mortars and 
bazookas. This meant conceo..tri.ting at'.ention en tapluring these sort of 
weapons. Each company was supposed to try arx:3 (apture weapons for its 
support platoo11, each battaljCln -what i1 nee-dtd 1or i.ts support company. 
And uni"\;; we.-e supposed to tcy alld get siaridard rifles - American 
carbines at that time - otherwfae we would hil.llE problems with stand­
ardised munitiClns. By and Jarge we have now achieved standardisation 
oi equipment �nd have bu:ilt \JP our mednun anti heavy support units. 
Our firepower up to company level is now at least equal 1o th,t of the 
Saigon troops (our discussion took place bef41re US troops were directly 
commLtted in South Viet-NaJ11 ], Clnly at battalion level do they have 
advantage o:f artillery and ca11 call in a:ir support. 

Thuong Chien added: 
We have the advantage thill every- man in a.ir U11i1 is a comba1ant. The 
local populatioJl bring llS food, right up io the battle lines; they evacuate 
our wounded and help us cnry booty baek fr-om the battlefje]d. 

Le Van Ruong (ontinued: 
Without the help of the local population we would be in difficulties all 
the time. On October 10, 196--l we attacked an 1m;,ortant enemy post at 
Go Dau.• We were operating far from our base and in what we consider 
a "weak" area, politically speaking. But we knew there wa.s a big stock 
of weapons there needed for our heavy weapo11s s11.pport companies. At 
first it was impossible to have in:forma lion about Enemy dispositions. But 
one magnificent woman c:ontacted us and asked 111'1'..a1 we wanted to know. 
She was the wife of a well-known form.er resista11c:e cadre whom we all 
knew had been killed by the Diemist�. Within Z4 hours of our meeting 

2 Tay Ninh. Province. 
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1be :had. gi-v-e□ us exact infe>rma1ion on enemy ellll) Jace111et1is, h()W many 
e1fecti\/l!S and. thejr disposition. where the machin�&m nests anil artillery 
p•s1ti011 s wae Jocated. She 'brottght her two da 11glltcrs wi11l llex and eac:b 
g,iided �:ne vn..,e of our assault 1roops right to tlie s1arting point. There 
11:-e ques1ic:n of tending ow- wouJlded and bur)'fog- 1>11r de:ac! - it wa.s a 
b� ba11le - was solved b::, the local population. e>rga:niSE<I by t�is on.e 
'1.10:ma n. In III niBht attack we- wiped out 400 enemy \I()()I)� a1ld. seized every­
tbi.ig "tl.'e 11eeded and far more besides. Local people (U:r:ied off our 
lithtly '\V011nded on Lambretta scooters, the more serioosly- wotlDded on 
stretchers. Practically everyone turned out to lle]p but tile ..,..omen were
p.articiilul::, active. We had to withdraw quicklr after lJi.e er1ga15emellt to 
noid eneniy planes early next morning. There vu llO ti111e 1o p1epare 
Dythi111 to ea1 tllat night But people brought foi,d roc the whole uru1, 
,,-e11 5 to 4 lolometers awa::,, better food than we aormall::, ea1. MaJ\y of 
tliein e'l'en risked breaking ottt of their "strategic: hamlets" to bring us 
sometllillg lo e.1I and drink. 
'['le pol iti�a I officer explained: 
Normal I:, 'IJe would have refused 1his, but as it w-u III new- area :ior us, 
it gave us a ch.an(e to get to know the people anod ex:ebange views. They 
11\0ll.ld llave been o1fended :had we refused. People aro\l:nil our own base 
a.reas blov that we have strict ru]es not to acceJ>I an;yfuing :from the 
lccal population. We are self-supporting and wbat we Jack 1he Front 
i,�ovide; w from its reserv-es. 
\lfhen we are not on operntions, we cultivate 1he lan<I for oorselves and 
a..'.so to help the populat101. We are all fonner �uaJLts so it come$ 
na1urall:,-. During attacks around enemy po:.ts 1o Liberate "st1a1egic 
l'llmlets," 1,1e dig t:re11ches for ourselves but also :ior lhe population to 
i,rotect them agaiJlst the eneny's counter actio11. Vfaell it st.art,, 1he troops 
crde tlleir shelte:rs to the civilians and if tile e!lemy s1arls an action 
against :a lri.llage, our troops iight back but even un<ler fire they msb. 
1-, the res(ue of the inhabJlants putting out :tires anil rescuing private 
bel<>ngi.ngs .... 

l inspected the arms oi se""eral of the support c�rn:pa.nies an d platoons
- medium and heavy machine Euns, mortars and baz.ookas, all o1 US manu­
(:acLL11re. It was fascinating in tailking to the team meoobers th.a.t they eould
r ec:ount the' 'biography" of each of the weapons, when an41 how i.t �as captured,

in l"llat engagements it had talen part and in some <ases "wounds" were
cl:isi>l.iyecl - stoc:ks or barrels scarred 1'jr bullets t!ld shrapnel an.cl the 
c:ir(11m.stances duly related. At that lime, late 1964, ll]>art fr�111 a few old
rilles and light machine guns of Fren.ch make, everyt:h111g ooe sav alo1:1g the 
Jungle trails as at the base camps was exclusively "Made in USA," down to 
wet>� belts and water canteens and eyen the flow- ba, knapsacls. 

r.e Van lluong said: 
Many or 011r first battles we waged exclusively to get ar111s, but wha1 we 
ciis(overed, especially once ve started large ttnit operations was that after 
ner-y oi:,eration we got lots of new recruits. Some of 1hem 1olil us quite 
f:Jankly that if they stayed on iJl the area there v�.1ld be a reprisal raid 
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and all tbe you.th we>:ilc! be press-g11111ged. :inl:o 1he Saigon army. They 
preferred to joill u;. Th.ey eonsi\lered tb.eu- c:hance fo1 swvival was better 
with us. Eut llle majo:rity said 1hey wwted to lbro.,,,,- in their lot with us, 
deiend their o,vn hom�s Stld fa inibes. ]Jt man.y ca:es we t()()k them with 
us for a while and lhei sent them bra.:Jc: to cirganise seli-defence units 
in. 1heir owr, villages. But Jt was due to JX)p11.li1r support that we had a 
continuous stream of rec1w1:s w1tll ver)' high. cnor�le. 
Ai our regimo.t ,gatbers st:rengih, we ba\.'e to c!.e,.•elop tactics which 
corn::spon.d to 011.r capacities and. the e.11Emy's strellgtb The NTL leadership 
sent us veteran cadres, but tbe:r kn.01Tledge is based on the anti-French 
wa1. Things hne deVEloped sirx::e the:;i - the LB:! oE helicopters, etc. -
and we have all sorts C1i c:ompll<ated anns Iha� W"e never had before. The 
old cadre:. eann.ot c:cpe. 

1 asked about material s11ppc>rt f:rom tb.e Nonh and whether it was not 
practical to send cadres experienced in modem arms a.□d tactic$ down to help 
them. Thuong Chien, the pe>lit ic:a] ofEicer, repli e-d: 

It would take slmost a yea1 tCI get any ()ne from the North down this 
area. And in fact it is nol necessary. They have other ways of helping
us. Radio HanoJ for instance xecently gave .a. C()lllmentary by a military 
expert of how its army is preparing to counter a b..elicopter-borne invasion 
of the North, describinE what sort of tac:1ics woulii be effective . There was
not a word about the South, of course, but t:his ad 1..ice was very precious 
for us. It seems it was based 011 the ex�rien.ce cf the Algerian FLN in 
countering Frerich hel.icopter tactics whkh 011.r 1nends in the Algerian
FLN leadership passed on to the North with the idea that it would be
useful for us. 0:1 cow·se all cur 11ni1s have tr.a.nsisto1s and listen regularly
to Radio Hanoi. 
Apart from heli copten 1he othe:r major US innovation is the M-113 tank. 
We sa]vaged one abandonecl. aiter it hit one of oir mines and we studied
it very carefully to !Jlld its weak pom ts How best to destroy it with the
sort of weapons at our disposal Where to concentrate our fire. We had
difficulty with our first batooka because we clidll t know how to aim it.
The first one we used was against an enemy river craft We lashed a 
rifle to j1 so that the tarrels were exactly pa:ralle). We sighted with the
riile and fired Ille baz1>oka. The shell hit just below the water line as we
wanted and we sank an enemy boat -w 1th. our very iirst shot. Then we
understood that the· buook:a sights sltould be used like ordinary rifle 
sights. The mortars had scru.es JD metres but we had no instruments to 
judge the distance of �llemy positio11s. [n preparing our first attack we 
had to send scouts with balls of string, unrolling the st.·bg as they 
crawled in as straight a line as possible to the targets. When they came 
back we counted off tbe metres, adding five, ten. twenty or fifty metres 
according to how dose the scou.t got te> the targe1_ adjusting the scales 
accordingly. lt worked very well 

Huong Chien continued: 
There would be enormous dtificulties m. mo'lll'lg stuff down from the 
North; but it would also be suicidal jor us at 1his s1age to depend on 
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we.apon s and munitions frorn so 1ar away, or to have weapons 1or which 
n1pplies of sh�lls and cartridges were not easily available. That is why we 
p1efer captured American weapons :for which there are ample supplies 
oj local munitions. Our great dHiiculties were in the early stages when we 
lud literally lo wrest guns from the hands of th.e enemy. Once we had 
b1li!t up rnfticient strength to attack enemy posts and depots, and ambush 
bJg con \l'l)ys, weapons supply was no longer a real problem. When we 
reached a point at which every one had a weapon of some sort, then we 
1ta:rted to standardise and there was a curio1.1s phase during which we 
g:ial>bed Americao weapons during a battle, using them st:raight away, 
d.JSc:arding O\.lr outmoded ones. We sometimes Jaughed at enemy com­
�1U.niques saying they had "captured" so many fire-arms from us during 
a t>attle. These were weapons we had "exchanged" on the battlefield. Now 
we have reached the point where rifles, sidearms, and light automatic 
we;apons captured during a battle or an attack, are distributed to the 
locaJ guerrillas. We have everything we need, everything we can carry and 
these are s1.1pplemented by what we make in our own workshops, mainly 
mioes artd lund and rifle grenades. 
We can.'t e>cpeod masses of ammunition like the enemy and we have to 
ma Ice e-very shot count and one can �y that our lads have become very 
e.::xpen in th.e weapons they use, especially the mortars and bazookas. The 
e11emy lias very great respect for the way we h.andle these weapons. 

[n fact, vhen ] spoke to the bazooka crews, they were able to tell me the 
1esu.J1 cf eve•y single shot that bad been fired by each of their weapons. Other 
soldjer� spo:te of the number o:f engagements they had taken part in but the 
b.i20Clk.a crews of the res�lt of every shell fired. At first they only used them 
at s1uh dose range that they were endangered by the explosion of the shells, 
bit b:r bit they were able to increase the distance between themselves and the 
target IV'ithout any loss of accuracy. Apart from an occasional shell that failed 
to expJode, they claimed 100 percent hits. ( And this was so at a much later 
stage "1'hen NJ'L units started receiving the B-40, a hght Chinese-made small 
calib1e bazooka-type weapon, the shell of which released a temperature of 
:1500° C. suriicient to melt the steel on the most heavily armored US tanks. 
Accu1ate up to 120 metres, the NFL troops fired them from 30 1o 50 metres 
with whai they claimed was 100 percent efficiency. "One shell, one tank," as 
a B-40 e,cpert expressed it.) 

I asked about instruction in using heavy machine guns and mortars and 
such techniques as the most economic disposition of men and weapons in 
amb1..5Jies, ihe use of demolition charges in battles and other complicated, 
s_pecitlised techniques. Le Van Huong said: 
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[ can tell you that in the anti-French war we knew little about such 
matters. If we captured even mortars, we usually greased them and 
buried them somewhere in the hope that someone would tum up one day 
who knew how to use them. That's why the old resistance cadres sent 
from the Centre are not much help in weapons technique. But we've 
sclYed this in different ways. When the decision to wage armed struggle 
was ta.ken, the NFL sent some young cadres into the ranks oi the enemy 

to learn weapons' techniques. When the),{ had learned all tbey could, they 
returned to Ollr ranks and became instructors. A iew were discovered by 
the enemy, <me or two turned traitor for material reasons but the great 
majority carne back to us. A. certain number of specialists deserted from 
the enemy :ra11ks to u1 and begged to be sent straight in1o the front line. 
But we used them to train ou1 own speeialists. (}radualJy our techniques 
Jmproved. In one of the first battles, arter we had taken an important post 
but suffered rather heavy lo,ses ourselves, v,e found a scrawled note 
written on blood-stained pape• and th•u.st in between some briclcs. It was 
written by some anonymous patriot. ••You used your heavy machine-guns 
badly," he -wrote, "the bulle1s 11ll fell short. You should use trajectory fire 
:instead of sh0e>ting as with rii1es." We immediately took steps to improve 
1he technique of our heavy machine gun crews. It was their lack of 
proiiciency on tllat occasion which caused us heavy casualties. There were 
:several similar instances of this sort of advice. On another occasion we 
found a note saying: "Com•ades - you hit all the helicopters and could 
haYe brought them all down. But you should aim at ... " and he told us 
the wealc points - complete with sketches - of various types of helicop­
ters. This, together with the Hanoi radio commentary made us much more 
efficient in du.ling with helicopters. 
Another of ou.r difficulties js \hat almost all our troops are illiterate and 
even wllen we have captured enemy weapons' manuals we have only been 
able to make l imited use of 1hem, especially as 1hey are mostly in English. 
But - and this is not limi1ed cmly to weapons' tedmiques but to all other 
branches of our struggle, medicine, education and so forth - we 
organise exchange-of-expe:rience oJasses, between specialists of different 
regiments and regions. In this way th.e most advanced techniques learned 
or developed in one unit or by even some individual, quickly become 
generalised by word of mouth and some simple diagrams which even 
the illiterate can understand. We nave found this the most effective way 
of raising tecllnical levels,Lbut we can usuall),I organise such inter-regional 
classes only in the :rainy season when there is not much combat activity. 
There a:re classes for questions of general tactics and technique but also 
for the specialities, weapons, demolitfons, communications, assault tech­
niques. Our aim is to make each of our men expert in handling various 
types of we;apons. We can already say that, as distinct from the anti-French 
war, even at company level our men are already competent to handle any 
type of weapon that we can capture and carry oif the battle-field. Of 
course, we can't handle artillery pieces. When we captu:re thern we spike 
1heir barrels or blow them up. Our weapons are limited to those that can 
J,e carried on human shoulders - eYen if it requires several pairs of 
shoulders for some of the heavy mor1ars. 

By the time I made my fourth visit to the NFL areas in the second half 
of 1966, the regiment had become a division, its battalions having been 
transformed into regiments, companies into battalions, platoons into companies 
by the same almost biological growth-and-split process by which the regiment 
itself had been formed. In most cases platoons had been formed around the 
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mucl tus of I o,e ti seJl-defence gue:iritlas, the men ha"ing been repJaced in the:21:11-defence W1it5 b:y young wooien who then cons1ituted an important parta 1he yjj]age gt1errilla u.ni15. 
.As far as I k:Mw this was one of the first NFL ,cilvisions formed, buta �i.Jrilar process w-is going on all over th.e country from 19&5 onwards wheni1 �m decid.e!I th.r1 long-range preparatioos must be made 10 deal with US�>Jl'lcat divjsio11s. Like other regular NFL unjts lhis division was largelyl'l'itlicira�n from <:1>rnbat fo1 consolidation and trainin,: and "s1ock-piling"�Iii tile tilr..e came for the NFL counter-offensive. Regional troops in ther.n<anti.me had acq11ired the sort of armaments, including medium weaponssanort unit5 plen1i!ully eq11ipped with. B-40s, to enable them to deal with USc,,lfer1.sives in tile area, in coordination with the local gaerrillas w:hose equip-11:ent had bee 11 in::proYed by early 1965 to about the standards of regionalIJCX>pS. 
The fact that US force� hardly ever met the regular NFL forces duringt.h t 1965-S6 u.d 1966-67 dr:, season offensives was something I drew attentiont.o at the time, especially in a "Fost Scriptum" dated December 1966 to myb>olc, Hanoi sous le� bombe.s3 in which J wrote in re]ation to 1he 1965-66e>1>e.i2tiona I sea.son.: 
Nolle of the three staied Amedcan strategjc aims h.ad been achieved,that is, tci opt:n up communications, regain teuitory, and return it toSaigon c.>ntrol, destroy NFL main forces. The various offensives hadbeen repellEd. aJmost exclusively- by local guerrilla and regi.onal forces wlli)e tilt NFL main force units continued th�r steady build-up formore efficient use later. I fciund the NFL leaders more cord1dent thantver precisely because what 1hey had been expettillg for years had comeabout - the direct c]ash witli elite US combat divisions - and the NTLforces h,lll come off best in every major encounter ....

'Ihe light NTL divisions formed along the lines of the regiment I have4 t� Jbed are about as perfeet a military instrument as could be conceived forlhe 1lpe of condi1ions in whjch the NFL have to fight and the type of warfare1hey- Ii.ave to 1\/a,:e. Ii US units are highly mobile wllen it comes to being
.ir -JUted from their bases to a battlefield, once they get on the ground, they.Ie iaicomparably Jess rnobiJe thaJI equivalent NFL units. The latter, withequi 1>rne11t th.ill Ume and again has silenced the adversary's artillery andvrEa�ed havoc a mollg his helicopt�rs and every scrap of which can be carriedCit1 human baclcs and shoulders, move infinitely faster.

The lighter equipped NFL units can run rings around US 1mits in mobilit�·.l:rillt shatteri 11g firepower to bear on selected targets and due to their intimatellrow]edge of terrain and their relations with the loeal population. they canmuc>otuvre aro1rnd to launch surprise attacks agail'lSt the slow-moving UStroops at times and places of their own choosing.
.�th<>ugh n.urnerically an NFL division is perhaps less than half the sizecf .a f .111 US dlvision, the fact that every man is a combatant and they do nothave io leave romething lil,;e a t:hird of their e!1ectives to guard bases and

• I11:101 IClUI lu llomllu IRanol uader t.b Boml>a), published b.r Francc,is Maspero, Paris, 19$". I -
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storage areas, in actual combat a11.d unjt for ut1Jl,. l>;.r fhe end of 196 7, they were 
meeting US forces on something like egu.al 1ums .;n numbers and fire power, 
if one excepts the US monopoly o:f US heav;· a.rtiller:r and air power. But this 
advaniage was often neutralized b�ause of � cJa,t-in tactics, "grabbing 
the enemy by the belt,." as the! express it. Sinee t!i.e direct commitment of 
US combat forces, new types of .arms from J.orth V'iet-�ilIT1 and elsevhere in 
the socialist world started f1ltcrirg dc:wn imo tile NFL r•gular forces, including 
an ultra-rapid firing automatic r.lle, tlle Sov et-made AX-47 ano AK-50 which 
the NFL troops prefer to the facnoLl3 Am�ricall M-16 Long before doubts 
started appearing in the US pres;s a.bout 1he efficie:i.e� of the M-16 because 
of its habit of jamming at critic;;] moments, Lhe NFL forces had discarded this 
weapon, of which they had captured considotable qLantities due to its "lack 
or reliabiJity," as it was eJCplained to rne in L91S. 

One of the irn:redib]e aspects of the build-up of il!e NFL's regular forces, 
their training and even their mo-vements, i.s that tile US-Saigon Command is 
constantly being surprised by the existence of such 1m1ts and their deployments 
in any given area; despite "spy in the sky'1 Jputniks, inEra-red devices said
to be able to detect troops coneen t rations I>)' 1he hea.t given off by human 
bodies; despite round-the-clock air reconnaissance ineluding night photo­
graphy and everything science has provided the Pe11tagc>n with in the way 
ol superdetection gadgetry; deipite the illf1]tntion of cloak and dagger 
"special forces" teams into N1''L areais, even the existence of Liberation Army 
regiments was neither detected nor suspected right 11.J> to the moment when, 
a1ter years of training, the first battle-read:, un1ti vere set to strike at lull 
strength. I personally attended manoeuvres of a whole regiment m the forests 
less than 70 kms :from Saigon. These induded mo<k assauhs on life-size 
models of the targets to be attacked, carried O.lt in brocd dayllght for several 
days on end. I encountered another regtment at thot entreat Binb Gia battle at 
the end of December 1964, in a.n area where the Americans up till weeks 
previously, had never suspected the presence of e�en a guerrilla unit. 

That the Americans were taken by surprise in 1he early days of their 
intervention is perhaps understmdable. But this continued to be the case 
throughout their operations. In late October 1 !J67, General Westmoreland• 
briefed some selected Saigon correi.pondenb to the ef1e<:t that the NFL had 
been !breed back to small-scale guenilla tacti.cs and from then on would never 
be able to launch attacks at grea1er t.ban battalion strength and it was doubtful 
even at battalion strength. 

Within days of this prediction, the NFL launehECl. an attack of at least 
regimental strength at Loe Ninh - We stmoreland clumed that a full division 
had been employed - and within a few days another attack at Dak To nearly 
400 kms to the North which was certainly at divi,ioaal strength. 

At the end of November 1917, aiter the two top-ranking US colonels in 
lhe Dalat area were killed when they went to investigate a "Vietcong" attack 
on a nearby village, the whole CIA staff in Dalat were rep]aced because they 
had informed General We stmorelancl. that there were at most GO to 80 guer-

• General William C. Westmoreland 11.1cceedf'd General Paul Rukins as Commander-ln­
Chle! of the US "Military Assistarxe Command .. in. Sc,i..th Viet-Nam in .June 19M. 
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rJlias: ope:r.ati.ns in the Dalai area. rn fact, as was di1�vered when what was
leEl cf lite Dala1 Co.nmand 1rjed to se11d a relief fore« to recover the bodies of
Ille c:�l()!lels al\.d tlle two helicopters shot down in th.e flight, there was at least
l I\. JfFL r«gi.r.ient, enough 1o "eaf' aJl the farces at Westmorelaoo's disposal
1t1 tle Oa!at region, as indeed happened two months l.a.ter when the NFL took
nu D.-Jat co111pletely. 

�he m<N farrt..stic e�ample or being taken b>' su.rprise was the simul•
lilrea.Js attack on the night of January 30, 19H .itai_ost the maJor cities in
11,l:id1. ai miniJum of one battalio11 was 11sed agai!lst eacb of abDUt 140 ob­
JEdj\.es, each ba11alion supported by several hund:red local inhabitants of
t.ach oj the towns concerned. The US-Saigon Command was taken by such
complete surprise tliat President Nguyen Van Thieu was away from Saigon
celi?l>rating the Lullar New Year with his family. Oal;y rout-i.ne guards were
p I� lllround the µ,residential palace a11d the US Embassy in Saigon and NFL
colll\.Jlll.ii.,lo:s succeeded in penetr.ating the "holy o! holies" in every city
a lb cl:ed, the beads of almost all pro...,incial headquarters. ln an operation
1Vhid1 illvolved at least two hundred thousand people, including the local
innabi.Lants ()E th� towns attacked, and extending oyer the whole of South
lfi•t• N.am, th.e fact that com))lete secrecy was maintained despjte th.e electronic
d e�bs whlcb American commanders in Saigon assured journalists and visiting
1eraL�rs, were so efncie11t that no Vietcong could even boil a pot oi rice with•
nt1 �in.g det:reted., is eloquent tribute to the relations of mutual trust between
t-lF1.. and the 11eop]e and a hush comment.uy on American detection technique,
to u:r t:he le�I. To cap it all, the US-Saigon command had to admit that its
t(a.JSt1c devices had failed to detect the tanks which the Vietnamese used to
n•r:t:!Xlle the "Special Forces" outpost at Lang Ve., protectillg the big US
MariJle base at Kbe Sanh. 

As fol' � Van Huong's yegimerit, it took just six months from the merging
d lhE two ph1Loons until the third battalion was formed and the regiment was
1 l!OiAg conce111, a :month or two less than the time taken to build up other
regiJr1C11ts 'that [ vis.rted. From tbe time it started to operate as regiment until
1t MlS ..,,,ithdrll!wn from operations during the big bu1ld-up period, thls unit
1ar::r 1ed out an avel'�ge of 011e opeiation a month, except 1or a period starting
�t tli" end of October 1963, when the whole regiment took time off from
jigll1i.ng to tal:e part in a three months' "summing-up course," as Thuong Chien
�:xJlresserl it, �so tll at we could sum \Ip our good and bad experiences, have
� clearer idea of our task, heighten morale and acquire a iirmer pohtical
:ta�1i." 

rt was typical ()f the ex1ent to wh.ich the NFL held the initiative, even in
these dll!ys. tllat a vhole r�girnent could decide to tlllke three months off
- j1111 at the beg:ill11ing of 1he dry season - and this was typical also oi the
-ril�l impo.-tance th� NFL leadership attached to the political aspect of the
rtn,1le. Once the course was over the regiment went back to its one-a-month
�p«ratio:ns w ,ih "heightened success because of a shup uplift in morale," as

�:h..en expressed it. What is clear is that such units could J1ever have been built
11.p iu such speed had it not been for the fact that at the time of their formation,
1he �e>untr,- WlllS ripe for transforming political struggle. into armed struggle.
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O ()11 Octd:Jer-- 11th of last year, a 
Jdibta.rp J :mt� S!ized power in 
Panama, ollsiint tbe recently-in• 
:wg 11u..Led Pre!side11t Arnulfo Arias. 

le ,iew of lhis new military 
t:0u-i,. g:roups oJ Panamanian cit­
i:iens, �eary of the domination 
-e,)(e rted :for :rears on end by el-
-ements o1 tlie National Guard 
[trained, financ�d, and led by the 
Unlled States Se>u1h C<>rnmand), 
rose up i.c ami.s in Chidqui Prov• 
mce. boroerinE Cl)Sta Rica. 

S.ubsequent ill:fo-rmation demon­
straitu that tl1ese groups. far from 
bems wiped out, have been 
stl"B'\gtbecerl, u:;d several national 
guardsmen ]u.�e been reported 
wo11nd.ed m =picious "accide nts," 
ana a Military funta plane was 
doVl"red :in undisclosed circumstances. 

As a. result of tlte tense situation, 
the puppet Ccsta Jtican Government 
dee1oed. to el<>se its borders with 
Panama. 

As the rebel ,ri,ups continued to 
intensif>' tile ir actfons, the Costa 
B.ica11. adrrrinishalion showed in­
cre.asecl unrest It feared that the
exaimple of the P.a.naman1ans might
encourage I ts O\Vll nationals.

A close collat:or,1tion was set up 
belweEn P.ananu.'s gorillas and the 
Cost.a Rican deno-representatives 
from the veey beginning. Visits 
weTe e:xcllangEd. and measures 
adopted to Elirni.nate the insur• 
reetionjsts. 

Under cover of these agreements, 
the kidc:iapping a.nd])OSsible murder 
of oce oj the insurgent leaders in 
Costa :Rka's territory was carried 
out. Tile Government of Costa 
Rica .has dispatched Ci.vii Guard 
troops to thE border zone to co­
operate in the liquidation of the 
arrned focus, a11d asked the lnter­
American Peace Commission to 
jntervene in 1he problem. The 
object is qui1e clear: the interven­
tion oj this Commission ( composed, 
among others. of Nicaragua, Drazil, 
and the United States) is nothing 
bul a pretext to "legali.ze" 1he co­
ordinated action of the governments 
of Panama and Costa Rica against 

Ithose who oppose the new gorillas 
in power in Panama City. 
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O The Ye!a;SC» Ibarra Admin.istra­
t1e>ll. b.as just gene through its first 
p:iJi tic:al eris is thl'ee months a.f ter 
it!l const:imw>11. 'l'he resignatian of 
tile en1ire Cabinei 11.Jl.d the substitu­
tioa. of Y.linister cf the Interior 
EJascc, Pe-ill-Herrera Padilla, .a lib­
eral, was comn ected with CIA 

machinations. The latter, in con­
nivance wim the gorillas, is bring­
ing pressul'e to bear or:i Vela�co's 
go'Vernment, leading it e'Ver cl1>ser 
to compromise with the oligarchy 
and imperialism. 

Peiia-Herrua, the :Minister in
charge of t lH! repressive appar atus, 
had insist.e11tly complained in rais 
inner circleJ about the CIA control, 
wraich e:xerted pressure on him 10 
come int o i1� service. On several 
occasions be told his c los-est friends 
about the CJA's proposals to enlist 
him. 

It was \IS eless for tlle Minister to 
order the bloody repression of Ma­
chala and Milagros in an effort to 
get the CI P!'s pardon and save his 
post. The p,ressures of the US Cen- · 
tral IntellJgence Agency forced 
him to resign. 

D In reply' to the atta.clcs �f General 
Mobutu io a speech. he deli"'l'el'eil 
in Kinshasa on the tr-e� on of the 
third anni"e rsary of t be c IJllP a•eta t, 
the Congo Br azz.aville Govermnent 
has issued a stateme11t clenouncim.g 
- among other things - the dip­
lomatic of:fensi'Ve Launched by 
Kinshasa's Foreign 'M:ini.sle r, Justin
Marie Bomboko, to discredit Br.az:­
zaville's government as l"'ell as the
provoc ations carried out agains1 the
fisherm en along· the River Congo,
the natural frontier between the
two countdes, and tb� a ttempis at
corrupUng the officers �d other
members of the arm:, an.d political
officials.

As evidence of tllas denuncia­
tion, last December I the Kins:ha!:11 
regime captured a ship in Br.az:­
zaville en l'OUte to the nortllern par t 

ol the COUJl�. Later, the authori­
ties retum.ed lhe boat and its ci­
viliaJJ staff, ht vithh.e),d the mili­
tar::r who were i board. 

'lbe latter wue taken to Kin­
shasa. and giv� accommodations 
at the bes1 hotel. They were also 
received br Mol:>lltu himself, with 
whi,m the.r talk.ed for about an 
h1>ur. Later, the:y were gi.ven a din­
ner- a11.d taken on a tour o1 the 
nigh, spots . 

Befoi:e the re1urn of ihe mili tary 
to their �untry, the Kinshasa press 
repol'ted 1hat tlle m1lttary had 
expressed th.e1r gratitude for all 
the conslieratforu that had been 
extended t:llem. With this, the Mo­
butl1 regime was trying to deny 
the accusations that had been made 
against it for ttte kidnapping of the 
shiJ> a11.d the military. 
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O "Jl e vacillat ng !!'land d Ki� 
� of .Judan in th• !.lee d. 
the Middle East <nSlS is we-II 
k.uvn. Ht1 ssti,., gambli□i: wit'L
the blood sh� l>y the Pales1miam
WDD have lal'.e11 in 1he n�tjonal
libnation strug:�le, is seeking L
closEr apJ)re>a.ch IVith the US im1>e­
r ia Ii s1s.

CCJinciding \Vi tla, insisten I ru­
rne>rs i11. UN diplomatic ciycles 
of poosi bole find .llegot.iati-0m be­
l'WEEn .Tordan u:d !srael, arul just 
as romt Arab natiCDalist nevi;. 
papers, par1icul I rl::r thost d th.t 
llortlit m l\fria.n .st�t�. are expres.­
sint the fear "'dia I se>mtt1iing is 
bei:n: ple>tted l>a.ck stairs lCI lea<II 
Hu�= n to b il�tua l ne cot.iatioru 
VJUl �r�el, the :1onner goY"enaor ol 
Per111S)'hania. V'Hlliam Scranton. '\-is• 
1ted Jorc�n. Tllc tEip was c,ffldal. 
Jy c;alled a "sl11C!y lrii>" to inforrm 
N'i>coni 011 the Mi4dlt East situation. 

.a!ccording le> Lebanon's 11oll tic.-.1 
�ircles. Willia.mi Senn ton net witl 

Er 11.SSeill :h C1rou tc, realEirm the 
bi!ateya] ll.egC11ittio11.s belveen Jor­
dan and Ina�. ba:!ed M lhe plan 
pt.t f-Orwud or tle US Govern­
ment which is notliing but an 
eHtemsion oE the e>lle ad"laJ1cecl by 
lc:hns-0n at tli e md e> I the six-day 
IN H. /\s a res Ill t oj these rnee1irig.s 
betwee11 Scl'Br1ton and Jfussein, 
direct n egotiatici11s vith. Israel ,,:ere 
se�retly agretd upon. and viii 
probabl,- be c!.=lc>Hd .u1tl Nuce>n's 
mtug11nt1on as PreJ deJl1 of the 
Uaited Siata 

A.fter the �m:ompli shed Eact, the
lordan rr.onarel:iy assumes public 

,1ancls aimed at denying 1h ese agree-
111tnts, as in tb• caje <>j "'die recent 
ilemagogi< s�1cments rmade by 
Jon:lall 's Fore:igrl Mini s1u at the 
Ulf to th.e effect that Tordan will 
ee>11tin11.e to sufport ancl gi...-e aid to 
the Pale!5trniu, commandos, and 
lhlt tie jan!$ff5 oo 'WaJ out for 
the Mjdcll• East crisis e::xcept a 
iii 1ect confroll t;ati e>n with [ srael, 

O In the past few months the 
forces of imperialism and intenaa­
tional reaction h.ave intensified their 
attac"ks againsf the People's Re]:lub­
lic of South Yemen. 

Ever since the younges1 of the 
Arab republics attabied Lts inde­
pendence, the aggressions. consp,ir­
acies, sabotages, etc. - aimed at 
over1hrowing the, revolutionary 
government of that country and 
restoring the feudalists to power -
have been continuous. These ag­
gresStons are fundaroenta Uy car­
ried out by the US and British 
imµerialists, who use the u]trareac­
tionary and feudalis1 regime o� 
Saudi Arabia as instrum�nt and 

�se oj their cperatie>ns in this 
area 

� a11 example of how far the 
impe:ri.alists hBve gone in their 
eagerness te> ,.,,ipe out tbe liberty 
congue•e<I by a people ,�1th their 
own. blood, and :in their aggressive 
p]ans against So11th Yemen, we
may p()int out 1hat at present there
are fave tbousa11d mercenary troops
trairong in Saudi Arabfa who get
techipc:il ancl material aid from the
!JS a-i::d G:reat Britain. This con­
sider ab :e force of aggression, equip­
ped with. t.he me>st. modem weapons
and wiih abundant resources, may
be launched blto an attack at any
moroen1.
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E 11cl�ed please ii 11d c�sclc io r ____________ ' 

I 
cov�r1ng a y�ar'!!I subscliption t�Tric0ntin•11tal(six is:sues) 

I
Narne�----------------------

1 Addrus ''•· .I 
I 

Cit}' __________ Country · fl '' 

IMail to: Apa.r1a.d � 42'2..1,, Havana, Cuba. 

I 
Subscription ratf.ls: $3.60; Frel'lch F 20; L 8000 or it11 equi\la- 1· Ile11t i� Swi�111 frMcs, �01.mds si•rling, or Canadian dollars. •: 

�
Clleclcs or 111oney ordars to be drawn on any bank, excepi✓ 
hose whose ma.in offi<:H ar� located in ihe United States. ·· 
-----------

fRI CO N'"'T I NE Nl' AL, thEaretic.il crgan of ihe E:xecutiva Secretariat of 
OS PAML 1niorma.ti<>n - ihearebcal ar1cles- conbril>1JtiontS by outsiand ng lea­
tier-. from !Ile three cantnen1s • activities and de\lelopment ofihe OSPAAAL 
m�Tiber otgani2ations. books1rom the Third World and on the Third World­
tile national liberation rnovemeris presented througti ie:xts and previou'l'>I)' un­
published �hotographs - docLJlllentsan<d speeches - In 10sections alternaiive-
1,- p u bl is hed: 
Bl111or1thly. fltul:llll,tiecl Ir, four la1111u■g•c Spa11lsll, Er,9llsh, Fre11ch, an� llllllan, 
Clatrlbwtltd by: OSPUAL. Llnu y D, \ltldado, Havana. Cu)la; Ma1per0 Eclltlo11a, 
I Place Fl■'-11 l"alralelri. P'arls 5, Fruc� Peltrln1lli B�-■hop, Mlla11, Italy. 
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