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introduction
Resistance Publications presents this Special Supplement to the Chilean

Resistance Courier as a contribution to the English-speaking peoples’ under­
standing of the real character of the Chilean people’s Resistance movement.
Revolutionary work among the masses in Chile today does not yet include
such spectacular actions as those that characterized the final stages of the
triumphant Vietnamese Revolution. It is still building the firm base for high­
er stages of struggle through an intense and complex process of strengthen­
ing the organization and unity of the Chilean working class and people. An
understanding of this reality, on the one hand, strengthens the international
movement of solidarity with the Chilean Resistance, while at the same time it
is a political contribution to revolutionaries throughout the world.

The Movement of the Revolutionary Left (MIR) understands that the Chil­
ean people’s struggle will be long and difficult and that it will develop in the
context of a continental struggle against U.S. imperialism. This struggle will
be closely tied to that of the North American working class and people, and
to the struggles for liberation throughout the world, during this period of
capitalist crisis.

The four documents in this Special Supplement concentrate on several as­
pects of how the MIR analyses the state of the mass movement today in Chile
and how it implements the legal, semi-legal and underground tasks of organ­
izing among the trade unions, workers and other exploited sectors in order to
build the united social and political force that will overthrow the dictatorship
and build socialism in Chile. They describe the forms of organization and of
struggle being developed in Chile today and the underground work methods
of the Chilean revolutionaries in the mass fronts: factories, schools, the po-
blaciones, the countryside and the mass organizations which are still able to
function. These documents also reflect the need for unity among the entire
Chilean left and the MIR’s tactics for building that unity through its grass­
roots work among the masses.

In reproducing these documents, Resistance Publications seeks to go be­
yond the news of events to convey a deeper analysis of the development of the
Chilean revolution. The advance of the Chilean people’s struggle will be de­
termined by the day-by-day steps taken to organize and lead the revolution­
ary social force which will win Chile’s final liberation.
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ORflgfflWuWDOS
FOR THE MIR'S
mass

The following text has been taken from
the document “A New Period for the De­
velopment of the Resistance and of the
Issue-Oriented Mass Struggle,” which
was issued by the MIR’s leadership in
August of 1975. Space limitations prevent
us from publishing the first and second
parts of the document, in which the cur­
rent political situation and the develop-.
merit of a mass Resistance are briefly an­
alyzed, along with the situation of the!
working class and other oppressed classes;
and sectors. That analysis emphasizes
those factors which have brought about
the present living conditions, as well as
the role these factors play in the different
parts of the working class and in other
sectors of the mass movement, including
the rank-and-file of the Armed Forces.
The last section, which contains specific
Instructions for Party militants In Chile,
has also been excluded.

the revival
OF THE MASS
MOVEMENT

A. REACTIVATION OF
THE MASS MOVEMENT

The process of activating the masses during
the current period has not taken place only
over the past few months, but actually had be­
gun by the middle of last year. But until very
recently the mass movement had been limited
to the activation of the vanguard sectors of the
proletariat, that is, core groups made up of the
grass roots of the left and of the most ad­
vanced members of the mass constituencies.
These vanguard sectors of the proletariat or­
ganized, sometimes under the direction of left
parties, which were themselves reorganizing,
and other times spontaneously, as rank-and-
file groups of their parties, as Resistance
Committees, or simply as underground groups
within each constituency, carrying out activit­
ies (discussion, mutual support, underground 
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propaganda, etc.) with diverse levels of organ­
ization and effectiveness.

What is new about the present situation is
that the activation and the development of the
mass movement is extending itself to the social
sectors which are the strongest and most ad­
vanced in their level of professional and trade
union organization, and it is being expressed
in an issue-oriented struggle which, although
limited by the repression of the dictatorship, is
growing. That is, this activation has extended
beyond just the militants of the left, and the
most advanced and politicized forces, with
broader mass sectors taking part in the econ­
omic struggle.

Within the activated advanced sectors we
need to distinguish two kinds:

1. The sectors which are advanced and
strong in their trade union organization, and
which therefore have more leverage in their
demands, but which are ideologically back­
ward. such is the case of the unions at the Pa-
pclera (Chile’s privately owned paper and cel­
lulose monopoly; many workers there were ac­
tive in opposition to the UP government.
Trans. note), of sectors of the copper workers,
of the dock workers, of petit bourgeois shop­
keepers and civil servants, many of whom, in
the previous period, provided mass support
for the reactionary bourgeoisie and the pro­
coup forces. Because of this, the dictatorship,
from the beginning, sought its base of support
among these sectors and their traitorous lead­
ers, in order to create a puppet, collaboration­
ist trade union movement. This has given
these trade union sectors a certain amount of
leverage which, although clearly limited, is a
little greater than the other trade union sec­
tors which, being more radicalized, are more
repressed. It is these ideologically backward
sectors which generally have been the first to
activate their trade unions. This phenomenon
should not, nevertheless, confuse us about the
policy which the dictatorship will have toward
these sectors; it is certain that the repression
will fall as heavily upon them as it has upon
the rest of the trade union movement. Even
now the increasing separation of the ideolog­
ically backward sectors from the dictatorship
can be noted. The grievances and pressure of
the trade union rank-and-file is so strong that
even the traitorous trade union leaders have
increased their criticisms of and brushes with
the gorila dictatorship and with the bourgeoi­
sie. The gorilas have already started to re­
spond with repression.

The other activated sectors are those which,
in addition to being advanced in the level of
trade union organization, are also ideological­

ly advanced. These are the trade union sectors
which have a tradition of radicalized struggle
and left and revolutionary positions, such as
the coal miners, and workers in textile, metal
and machine industries, construction, etc. Be­
cause of this very tradition of radicalization it
is more difficult for them to become active,
since their leeway for organizing pressure and
legal maneuvers is much more limited and
they suffer from a much more brutal repres­
sion. These sectors are important because it is
within them that the Resistance and revolu­
tionary forces find the most favorable condi­
tions to develop themselves and consolidate
their leadership. Because of their deep radi­
calization and because of the harsh repression
they suffer from, these sectors have more sym­
pathy for revolutionary politics and are more
receptive to forms of economic, political and
military organization and struggle which are
clandestine as well as legal.

It must be emphasized that in all advanced
sectors the reactivation has, until now, pre­
dominantly taken the form of issue-oriented
struggle and of pressure for the defense of
trade union freedoms, within the limited legal
boundaries permitted by the dictatorship. The
structures for underground political struggle
and organization are still the political parties
and vanguard sectors of the proletariat. The
left patties show progress in their reorganiza­
tion and activity (more newspapers, more
propaganda, and meetings, beginning ap­
proaches to mass fronts), but this has still not
been translated, except in a few core groups,
into organized political resistance activity, and
even less into armed forms of resistance.

Finally, along side the proletarian vanguard
and the advanced sectors, there are the rest of
the masses which are not activated or have just
initiated attempts at reactivation. These are
the most backward sectors which lack legal is­
sue-oriented organizations, or, if they have
them, are weak and without any leverage, suf­
fer a violent repression and are hit especially
hard by the effects of the economic disaster
and of superexploitation. But although these
broad sectors remain in flux and are still not
incorporated into the mass movement, we
should not be confused about their attitude
toward the dictatorship: discontent and anger
toward the gorilas is wide-spread among all of
them. What has happened is that, since they
lack any legal structure within which to
struggle for their demands and they lack the
strength for illegal forms of struggle (or, more
accurately, they lack adequate direction and
organization), they still have no channels
through which to become active Their reac-
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tion to the critical situation which confronts
them is on an atomized, individual level, and
it manifests itself at times in resignation, in
delinquency, or at times in forms of sponta­
neous sabotage, slow-downs, anonymous criti­
cism and silent hatred. We can conclude from
this that the mere fact that they are not activ­
ated does not mean that these sectors support
the dictatorship; on the contrary, they are
against it and make up a potentially powerful
force for the anti-dictatorial resistance.

B. REPRESSION, DIVISION
AND ATOMIZATION

We have pointed out the process of activa­
tion of the vanguard sectors of the proletariat
and of the advanced sectors, and the increas­
ing hatred felt by the unactivated oppressed
sectors toward the dictatorship. But we as rev­
olutionaries should not ignore the other side of
the coin, the effects of division and atomiza­
tion which are also produced among the work­
ing masses by the repression and the critical
economic situation.

The big shrinkage in the labor market, due
to the recession, and the tremendous increase
in the army of the unemployed have brought
about a minimal demand for labor on the one
hand and a surplus labor supply, on the other.
The result is that the competition for jobs
within the working classes is more acute than
it has ever been.

The consequences of this situation make
themselves felt within the labor movement,
creating divisions. Great masses of workers
have come to live with the nagging fear of los­
ing their jobs and having to face hunger and
misery for their families. Meanwhile, they see
how thousands of workers and hundreds in
their own industry are fired. Because of the re­
pression exercised by the dictatorship and the
bosses against the trade unions and their
struggle, the ability of these unions to defend
the worker is seen as being very limited, inef­
fective, almost impotent.

Nor is there a revolutionary political and
union leadership to present them with new
forms of struggle (illegal, armed) which might
be effective. So it happens that there are many
who, because of fear, prefer to rely on personal
effort, instead of risking themselves in inef­
fective collective struggles, courting favor with
the employer, submissively accepting superex­
ploitation, wage cuts, the loss of economic 

gains achieved in past struggles, anything in
order not to be fired.

Repression also contributes to the divisions,
by persecuting left and revolutionary trade
union leaders, by destroying the local, provin­
cial and national unions of the CUT which
made possible the united struggle of different
kinds of workers. Only rank-and-file unions
and federations remain (their leadership
mostly under the dictatorship’s control), cas­
trated of their legal right to make demands.
Any attempt by the trade union movement to
go beyond the narrow boundary of activity le­
gally permitted by the dictatorship is heavily
repressed.

This situation of repression and division
within the labor movement and within the
petit bourgeoisie (salaried and propertied)
make the task of developing a mass movement
enormously more difficult. When the trade
union movement most needs leadership and
organs of local, regional and national unity to
unite its forces, it lacks them, and their recon­
struction, under the repression and with the
absence of a coordinated resistance by the left,
will be painful and difficult.

As revolutionaries and conscious workers
we know that it is necessary, and we have
committed ourselves to going beyond the lim­
its of legal activity permitted by the dictator­
ship, developing new forms of underground
organization, new forms of issue-oriented,
political and armed struggle. The working
class shares this understanding and is aware
of the limitations of legal action, but, at the
same time, conservative tendencies, the lack of
experience in underground struggle, disunity
and the fear of government repression make
the development within the working class of
new forms of organization and struggle very 
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difficult. This makes the work of revolutionar­
ies doubly difficult, since it will mean a long
period of education and experience for the
masses before they can become part of the new
forms of organization and struggle. The revo­
lutionary resistance should make sure that the
forms of struggle which it promotes are ap­
propriate to the ideological and organizational
strength of each mass constituency, in order to
avoid a repressive response which would pro­
duce a set-back in the reactivation. But, at the
same time, we should fight, without compro­
mise, against conservative tendencies and ag­
ainst the illusions of those who believe that it
is possible to continue to develop a greater re­
activation within the present legal limits and
within the traditional forms of issue-oriented
struggle. The dictatorship is already harden­
ing its repression against the labor movement
and will strike even harder in order to stop the
process of reactivation. If the labor movement
does not develop new forms of organization
and struggle, it will not be able to successfully
confront the repression and the reactivation
will run the risk of bogging down or of back­
sliding.

The trade union movement which istoday
reactivating itself is still weak. We as revolu­
tionaries must be ready to carry out a harsh
and difficult struggle to transform this begin­
ning activation of the masses into a powerful
and effective resistance movement. We should
be aware that the issue-oriented and resis­
tance struggle of the masses will not have the
rapid and explosive success which it had in the
pre-revolutionary period of the expansion of
democratic liberties, which we passed through
under the previous government. Now, under
the dictatorship and the repression, progress
will be difficult, slow and will suffer defeats
and set-backs, before the mass movement is
able to strengthen itself and achieve higher
levels of struggle.

The same symptoms of disunity, weakness
and fear within the trade union movement ex­
ist with even greater intensity within those op­
pressed sectors and strata which lack any form
of legal organization fortheir struggle. Such is
the case of the homeless pobladores, the un­
employed, the peasants, the subproletariat,
etc. Many of these sectors, together with those
other worker sectors which have been fired,
not only show great disunity, but even, what is
more serious, of atomization. There are thou­
sands of industrial and rural workers con­
signed to unemployment, who lack political
and issue-oriented leadership which could re­
organize them into semi-legal or illegal groups
(Committees of Unemployed), promoting ef­

fective forms of struggle. There are thousands
of peasants, semi-proletarians, craftsmen,
self-employed service workers, etc., who have
been dragged into the worst misery and are
without any protection. These are probably
the most “explosive” sectors, those who are
living in anguish, the most desperate. These
sectors, with effective leadership, with guid­
ance in developing forms of organization and
struggle, can be transformed into a powerful
and violent force of resistance. But, without
such leadership, the symptoms of atomization
and aimlessness may become more profound
and widespread.

In the previous period, from 1967 on, and
especially during the first stage of the Popular
Unity government, these social sectors, which
were the most backward in theic organization
and had seen their demands go unanswered,
were known for their explosiveness and their
radicalization, and because of this they mobil­
ized even before the most advanced worker
sectors (siezures of land by the homeless, sie-
zures of farms, recovery of Mapuche Indian
land, etc.). But in the present period the ten­
dency is in the opposite direction. The-sectors
which are becoming activated first are those
which have the strongest issue-oriented organ­
izations with the greatest leverage. The harsh
repression against the masses will probably
cause this tendency to maintain itself, and
only the consolidation of the process of activa­
tion within the worker and petit bourgeois
sectors which are strongest in their issue-
oriented organization can provide the example
and leadership which can activate the more 
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backward worker sectors and other poor stra­
ta in the country side and in the cities. The
task of revolutionaries is to concentrate our
efforts in developing revolutionary leadership
among the vanguard proletariat and advanced
workers, in order that, through them, we can
later win the leadership of more backward
sectors and advance their activation.

Finally, there is a sector that is particularly
important for revolutionary and resistance
struggle, where the problem of passivity and
atomization is especially severe: the soldiers,
the troops and non-commissioned officers of
the Armed Forces. We have already indicated
that here it is other factors which block their
activation. Experience in proletarian struggle
shows that, except for those politicized and re­
volutionary core groups (which are very few
and quite isolated in our situation), the mass
of soldiers is far behind the labor movement in
activation and radicalization. In addition, it is
generally necessary for the labor movement to
break through the idolation in which the
bourgeoisie maintains this sector in order for it
to be attracted to and won over by the working
masses and the people. This task must be con­
stant, and must be carried out even in these
difficult circumstances, in order to create the
revolutionary core groups among the military
which tomorrow will be the vanguard which
will lead the mass of soldiers into the struggle
of revolutionaty resistance.

REVOLUTIONARY
TACTICS FOR
THE PRESENT
SITUATION
OF THE MASSES

The following are the tactical positions
which wp as revolutionaries must promote
during the present period of activation of the
mass movement.

A. PROMOTE THE UNITY
OF THE WORKING CLASS
AND OTHER OPPRESSED
CLASSES AND STRATA

Within the working class itself we should
promote unity between workers of the differ­
ent provinces, between the different trade
unions, and the different federations, propos­
ing goals and coordinating the development of
the struggle.

The activation of the masses has just begun
and the trade union movement, as much as
the issue-oriented struggle of other social sec­
tors (petit bourgeoisie, peasants, pobladores,
etc.) has a long way to go to overcome its pres­
ent weakness. In order to strengthen the mass
movement it is necessary to promote unity be­
tween the working class and other oppressed
classes and strata. Revolutionary agitation
and propaganda must create an awareness
within all oppressed social sectors of their
common interests and demands, creating
platforms for united struggle, promoting unit­
ed action and solidarity between workers and
peasants, between workers and the petit bour­
geoisie, between those who have jobs and the
unemployed, etc.

Revolutionaries must work towards unity
with reformist trade union leaders and forces,
with the traditional left and anti-dictatorial
Christian Democrats. We must develop pro­
posals and pressure at the grass roots level so
that the left and the anti-dictatorial sectors of
Christian Democrats raise one common plat­
form and coordinate in a single front the
thrust of issue-oriented and resistance
struggles.

But revolutionaries must be uncompromis­
ing in their denunciation and exposure of yel­
low trade union leaders, traitors and collabor­
ationists. Revolutionaries must be the main
promoters of unity, but a unity for struggle
and not for serving the dictatorship and be­
traying the working class. There must be a
search for unity with all those leaders who
wish to fight uncompromisingly for workers’
demands against the dictatorship and the
bosses.
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B. LINKING THE ISSUE-
ORIENTED TO THE
RESISTANCE STRUGGLE

In addition to promoting the issue-oriented
struggle, revolutionaries must insure that this
economic struggle becomes an expression of
the resistance struggle and that it links itself
with the other forms of struggle against the
dictatorship: ideological, political and armed.
In other words, we must see that the trade
union struggle becomes a trade union resis­
tance, that the struggle of the peasants be­
comes a peasant resistance, that of the pobla-
dores a pobladores' resistance, etc.

Conditions are favorable for linking the is­
sue-oriented struggle to the mass resistance,
since the repression and the politics of super­
exploitation of the dictatorship give to any is­
sue-oriented struggle the character of a
struggle against the gorila government.
Through agitation and propaganda which ex­
pose the class character of the dictatorship,
revolutionaries must increase the understand­
ing that economic struggle is also resistance
struggle. We must expose the limitations of
the legal, issue-oriented struggle permitted by
the gorilas and the need to struggle for the
overthrow of the tyranny as the only way to de­
fend workers’ gains and political and trade
union liberties; and must expose and fight
against traitorous leaders, who want to reduce
the labor movement to the level of ineffective
employee associations under the control of the
dictatorship working in collaboration with the
bosses’ class.

In order to carry through our plan to fuse
the struggle around economic demands with
the resistance, we must work hard to improve
our agitation and propaganda. On the one
hand, we need to further develop our technical
capabilities in agitation and propaganda, to
be able to produce more quickly and in great­
er numbers our leaflets, newspapers, wall
writings, etc.; to perfect our distribution, to
reach mass constituencies more effectively;
and to carry out simple forms of armed propa­
ganda, which give a greater impact to our agi­
tation. On the other hand, the content of our
agitation and propaganda must be greatly im­
proved, setting out the platform for struggle in
general and for each constituency, addressing
each social sector in its own language about its
own problems.

It is very important that we distinguish what
is propaganda from what is agitation, and that
we use both correctly.

When we address ourselves to vanguard
sectors of the proletariat, to the ranks of the
left and to the most politicized and advanced
members of each constituency, ive rely on pro­
paganda. That is, we try to explain and circu­
late as extensively as possible the revolution­
ary politics and ideology of the Party and of
the Resistance. This is the function of our
newspaper El Rebelde, the open letters to left
and Resistance militants, etc.

When we address our selves to the mass
movement, however, even to the most ad­
vanced sectors of the working class and of oth­
er oppressed classes, we should rely mainly on
agitation. That is, we must deal with the par­
ticular realities faced by the mass sectors we
are addressing, with the demands they are
struggling for and the political perspectives
which bring them together, making them
aware of their contradictions with the dicta­
torship and with the bourgeoisie, and promot­
ing their organization, mobilization and resis­
tance and issue-oriented struggles. It is with
this in mind that we must design our leaflets
and fliers, declarations, slogans, wall writings
and stamps, postal propaganda and publica­
tions by sector, and armed propaganda ac­
tions.

Our party and the revolutionaries during
the present period have developed more prop­
aganda than agitation, and this has been cor­
rect, because we have concentrated our efforts
on the vanguard sectors of the proletariat. But
now, since we are proposing to link the Party
and the Resistance more closely with the trade
union and issue-oriented struggle of the mass­
es, we should further develop underground
agitation, with armed support (without forget­
ting the propaganda campaign with the van­
guard sectors of the proletariat, which will
continue to be fundamental). Agitation should
be directed to the concrete problems of each
mass constituency, each class and social stra­
tum. It is not enough to promote the resis­
tance in general; on the contrary, the resis­
tance must be organically linked to each con­
stituency’s struggle around its grievances. We
must continuously promote forms of struggle
and organization for the achievement of solu­
tions. The voice of the Party and of the Resis­
tance must reach members of the constituency
around all the political and immediate issues
which affect it.
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C. CORRECT USE OF
LEGAL AND SEMILEGAL
TRADE UNION AND
ISSUE-ORIENTED
ORGANIZATIONS

Despite the limitations of the legal struggle,
there exists an important margin for legal ac­
tivity which revolutionaries and the Resistance
have not fully explored. We must struggle
against the mistaken scorn which many com-
paneros of the Party, of the left and of the Re­
sistance, have for the legal mass organiza­
tions. Although these organizations’ ability to
struggle is severely limited, and they suffer
from control by the dictatorship and offer an
easy target for repression, they can carry out
important tasks for the Resistance and
people’s movement, if they are correctly util­
ized.

In the first place, legal organizations
(unions and other organizations such as
neighborhood groups, mothers’ centers, etc.)
allow some leeway for issue-oriented struggle
and for pressure which, although it is of little
effect, helps in maintaining the forms of mass
organization and provides some minimal pro­
tection; encourages class unity; allows for the
carrying out of some agitation around de­
mands which, although all political demon­
strations are prohibited, can in itself generate
an anti-dictatorship dynamic (for example,
discussion of the Labor Code, repeal of Decree
198, election of union leaders, the right to
strike, unemployment, etc.). It is a fact that
the masses, as much from tradition as from
the lack of any other form of organization,
come together today in these legal issue-
oriented organizations. It is within the trade
union that economic grievances are discussed.
Although limited by the repression, it is there
that social, cultural and sports activities are
carried out. It is within the neighborhood
groups that the people's problems are put for­
ward, even though there is no means to solve
them. The only place for mothers to meet is
the mothers’ center; it is in the Church that
Christians meet; it is to their professional as­
sociation that the small businessmen and in­
dustrialists relate, etc. This is where the mass­
es organized to struggle for their demands are
meeting, even though they are weak instru­
ments; and for this reason, this is where the
revolutionaries and the Resistance should be,
participating in this limited struggle, while
they are agitating and working toward new 

forms of organization and struggle.
Alongside the legal organizations, there are

some issue-oriented organizations which,
without being legally recognized, are allowed
to exist by the dictatorship. Such is the case.
for example, with committees of the unem­
ployed, peoples’ dining halls, community soup
kitchens, collective sollidarity funds. Christian
communities, community organizations for
housing, health, culture, etc. These organiza­
tions are able to carry out functions similar to
the legal organizations and, for this reason.
the Resistance should make every effort to
have a presence within them.

Party and Resistance militants should par­
ticipate in the activities of the issue-oriented
organizations just like any other member.
keeping in complete reserve their militancy as
revolutionaries or in the Resistance. They
should try to gain prestige and influence with
the members of the front, working to contrib­
ute to the solution of grievances, mutual sup­
port and solidarity, but without exposing
themselves politically. If the front is an indus­
try, they should try to participate in the legal
trade union activities (meetings, legal proces­
ses, solidarity with the unemployed, and with
other unions, union newspaper, etc.), encour­
age social activities (the creation of day care
centers, workers' cooperatives, trade union
celebrations, medical services, support for fel­
low workers who have family problems, cen­
ters for alcoholics, vocational rehabilitation,
etc.), cultural activities (theater and artistic
group, cultural workshops, etc.), sports (sports
tournaments with other trade unions, sports
centers for workers and children, etc.). If their
front is apoblacion, they should participate in
the neighbors' meetings, encourage the organ­
ization of mothers’ centers, of youth groups
that can involve themselves in sports and cul­
tural activities; organize people’s dining halls,
committees of the unemployed; promote or­
ganization and struggle around housing prob­
lems, community facilities, health and educa­
tion; organize consumer cooperatives, etc., al­
ways working hard and gaining influence and
leadership, but avoiding being identified pol­
itically. As in the case of these two fronts,
trade unions and poblaciones, all the fronts
have many possibilities for participating and
working for issue-oriented actions and of legal
and semi-legal solidarity which, although they
do not provide a real solution to the problems
of the front, will allow a certain level of cohe­
sion to be maintained among its members and
will help militants to win, through these activ­
ities, leadership and influence among their
fellow workers.
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In the second place, the very experience of
these organizations and the legal and semi-le­
gal struggle they engage in will help make the
masses aware of their limitations and of the
repressivemess of the dictatorship in all its
forms. Thus, favorable conditions will be cre­
ated for an understanding of the need to de­
velop other forms of illegal organization and
struggle, of political and military resistance
against the dictatorship, through the under­
ground agitation of the Resistance.

Finally, the use of legal and semi-legal or­
ganizations and issue-oriented struggle will

: enable the Resistance to camoflouge its activ­
ities. Under the cover of legal organizations,
cultural, sports, religious, community, youth,
etc. activities can be developed which will con­
ceal political and military resistance activities.

D. DEVELOPMENT OF NEW
FORMS OF ORGANIZATION
AND UNDERGROUND
STRUGGLE FOR CONCRETE
DEMANDS AND THE
RESISTANCE

While legal forms of organization are being
used, we must encourage and develop illegal
and underground forms of organization and
struggle, which are the only forms through
which we can successfully confront the repres­
sion.

Given the legalistic tradition and experience
of open struggle of the labor movement and of
the other oppressed classes in our country, the
process of incorporating the masses into forms
of illegal and underground struggle is a long
and difficult one. Because of this we should
not propose a rapid incorporation of the
members of a mass front into these forms of
underground organization, since this would be
an unrealistic goal. A better path is first to win
over to these new forms of organization the
vanguard proletariat, the militants of the left,
the most advanced members of the front, the
most ideologically advanced trade union for­
ces (and those of other issue-oriented organi­
zations). By winning over the best members
and cadre we can create a nucleus of leaders, 

agitators and organizers within the front
which, gradually, depending on the special
characteristics of the front, will develop prop­
aganda and agitation, will work toward un­
derground struggle and organization, and will
lead the local resistance. Only by consolidat­
ing the Resistance and revolutionary leader­
ship among the cadre of the vanguard prolet­
ariat, will we have a solid base from which we
can win each mass front over to the organized
resistance.

1. Which are the forms of underground or­
ganization which we should work toward
within each constituency?

a) In the first place, we should work for the
creation of Resistance Committees within the
trade unions, Resistance Committees of peas­
ants and of farm workers in the countryside.
pobladores’ Resistance Committees, teachers’
Resistance Committees, intellectuals’ and art­
ists' Resistance Committees, women’s Resis­
tance Committees, youth Resistance Commit­
tees, Christian Resistance Communities, etc.
Experience has shown us that we have com­
mitted errors which have impeded a greater
development of the Resistance Committees.
errors which we must overcome.

One important error has been to try to
make the Resistance Committees have the
same organization and operation as the base
of the Party: small units of three members
with a level of self-sacrifice, discipline and ac­
tivity similar to that required of our militants.
We have seen that to do this is to put a
straightjacket on the Committees. The Com­
mittees must have a more flexible organiza­
tion, because they are usually formed from
core groups of friends, families, or members of
a front, who vary in number (they could be
three people, but they could be more, five or
seven, etc.). The important thing is not their
numbers, which should be adjusted to the nat­
ural groupings, as much as teaching them the
principles for underground operation in re­
gard to meetings and activities. Nor can we re­
quire a level of work and self-sacrifice as rigo­
rous as that required of our militants. If a per­
son is in a Committee and does not seek to en­
ter the Party, it means that their consciousness
and commitment are less developed than that
ofa militant.Their rolemust therefore be more
flexible, and should be appropriate to the
characteristics of the group. There will be
groups or persons who will only want to con­
tribute with postal propaganda, in giving an
underground newspaper to their friends, or in
helping economically. Others, however, will
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want to take on a greater commitment, pro­
vide shelter to those being pursued by the Jun­
ta, pass out propaganda within the front, car­
ry out acts of sabotage or armed propaganda,
organize new Committees. The rule should not
be to force membets of a Committee, but
rather, through a process of political develop­
ment and careful convincing, to get them to
develop a greater level of commitment and
self-sacrifice.

Another problem is the sectarian image that
people have of the Resistance Committees in
many sectors, which see them as MIR support
groups. This is due, in great part, to the fact
that the reformist sectors try to create this im­
age, and that there is no political front
through which to work in a unified way toward
the creation of Committees. This problem will
persist as long as there is not a front of the left.
but it can be largely overcome and corrected
with a correct policy of unity at the rank-and-
file level with the militants of other left par­
ties. We should especially work with the revo­
lutionary sectors or those who are close to rev­
olutionary left politics to coordinate a com­
mon policy of creating Resistance Committees
within the fronts, whether this means forming
joint committees with them or just encourag­
ing them to also form their own Committees.

Also contributing to this sectarian impres­
sion of the Committees is the fact that there is,
in effect, a tendency on the part of many party
militants to treat them as support groups. The 

result is that Committees are created which
have as their only program the support of the
Party infrastructure, spreading Party propa­
ganda, etc. It is correct that the Party receive
support from the Resistance Committees, but
they should not make this their only function.
The Committees acquire their own indepen­
dence, initiative and activity only if they link
themselves to the mass front and if their mem­
bers participate in the issue-oriented struggle
of the trade unions, of the poblaciones,
schools, etc, and develop resistance activities
oriented toward their front (underground
propaganda, recruitment for the Resistance,
armed propaganda actions, actions in support
of the issue-oriented struggle, etc.). In other
words, if they become Committees of Trade
Union Resistance, of pobladores. of peasants.
etc.

The Resistance Committees are the main
form of mass underground organization which
we should work toward within the mass fronts.
At present, those who make up the Commit­
tees are preferably the vanguard sectors of the
proletariat, but future practice will show that
new and broader mass sectors will become
part of this basic form of underground organi­
zation.

b) Along with the Resistance Committees.
within those trade unions and other issue-
oriented organizations where we have strength
and are able to, we should try to win over the
recognized leaders (but make sure that these
keep secret their membership tn the Resis­
tance) and create an underground governing
board, which, from the shadows, can lead
both the underground trade union resistance
and the legal issue-oriented struggle. In order
to achieve this it will be necessary to build
within the fronts the unity and coordination of
all of the left militants, or at least a major part
of them. Foran underground trade union gov­
erning board to really function and lead, it
must have the strength of the majority in the
trade union which it represents. Otherwise it
cannot really act as a governing board should.
and it would be better for it to limit itself to
the creation and development of trade union
Resistance Committees to build the strength
that will make possible, in a later period, the
establishment of an effective underground
governing board.

c) Finally, we must work towards the under­
ground reorganization of the local and provin­
cial CUT'S. But we should keep in mind that
the reorganization of this organ of the workers

9
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will be very difficult in the present period if
the left is not united. Even so, revolutionaries
must agitate for and demonstrate the need to
reorganize the CUT. If, in any community or
province, the level of unity of the left necessary
to reorganize the CUT is reached, we should
do it.

2. Which are the forms of struggle which we
should encourage within the fronts?

The resistance activities of trade unions,
peasants or any particular front should be be­
gun with underground propaganda and agita­
tion. Propaganda should be directed to the
militants of the left and to the most advanced
members that we find in the front. Agitation
should attempt to reach all the members of
the front, although the Resistance, or the Par­
ty, may be a small base. It should always make
its presence felt through agitation and propa­
ganda, denouncing the dictatorship, the boss­
es and traitorous leaders, agitating a platform,
supporting the issue-oriented struggle, pro­
moting the resistance, etc. Underground agi­
tation and propaganda will always be our
main arm of struggle.

The second level of struggle whould be the
development of illegal forms of issue-oriented
struggle. It is necessary to understand clearly
that the military-repressive domination of the
dictatorship does not allow open forms of ille­
gal struggle to succeed, such as strikes, land
seizures, seizures of workplaces, marches,
street-fighting, etc. For this reason, illegal
forms of struggle must be of an underground
nature during the present period, or else very
quick actions, with armed support. These
forms include sabotage, work slow-downs, in­
timidation or punishment of traitorous leaders
and those who act as spies, underground is­
sue-oriented agitation, armed actions in direct
support of the issue-oriented struggle (threats
to employers, expropriation and distribution
of food within poblaciones, etc.). Finally there
are the forms of struggle which relate to the
political and military resistance struggle in
general, actions to divert and wear down the
repressive forces, punishment of torturers and
traitors, preparation and appropriation of
materials, sabotage, psychological warfare,
etc.

In developing these illegal forms of struggle,
we should always be careful that they do not
have repressive consequences that cause set­
backs in the front, and that they can be car­
ried out successfully by the Party and its un­
derground mass organizations of the front.
That is to say, the actions carried out should
be appropriate to the level of strength which 

the Party and the underground mass organi­
zations (Resistance Committees) have and the
level of activation of the masses in the front.
We should be guided by the principle of con­
solidating our advances, going from the
simple to the complex, from the easy to the
difficult, from the small to the large.

During the first period, it will be difficult to
involve large sectors of the front in these froms
of struggle and they should be carried out by
the Party and by the Resistance Committees.
But with the example and the encouragement
of party cells and of the organized resistance.
it will be possible to gradually involve more
members of the front in these froms of
struggle. For this, we should work toward the
intensification of the simplest forms of illegal
struggle such as limited sabotage, distribution
of underground propaganda, making small
wall writings, etc. When there are greater lev­
els of activation and favorable opportunities,
we can encourage forms which are simple but
which require the participation of larger mass
sectors, such as work slow-downs. Other forms
of illegal, underground struggle, such as
armed propaganda, direct armed actions, ex­
propriation of provisions, major sabotage,
etc., although they are simple, require at least
a minimal level of organization and for this
reason should be carried out by the organized
Resistance, the Resistance Committees and
the Party.

E. FOCUS OUR EFFORTS
ON THE VANGUARD
PROLETARIAT AND THE
MASS SECTORS MOST
ADVANCED IN THE
STRUGGLE AND
IDEOLOGICALLY

As revolutionaries we must concentrate our
main efforts in the present period on what we
have called the vanguard sectors of the prolet­
ariat. The main tasks within these sectors will
be promoting the unity of the left and of the
grass-roots resistance, in order to fight against
reformist deviations and promote united ac­
tion in the development of the organized resis­
tance, linked to the masses’ issue-oriented
struggle.
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struggle, to heighten the levels of conscious­
ness and organization of the working class and
of the people, to strengthen the working class
and the people politically, ideologically, mor­
ally and militarily, and to generate within each
concrete situation the revolutionary social
force which will gradually change the balance
of forces in favor of the working class and the
people.

These are the general, permanent goals of
the Party within any situation in the class
struggle. Since these are the general goals of
the Party, it is easy to deduce and understand
that the permanent objectives of the Party in
any given mass sector will be to work to
heighten the levels of consciousness and or­
ganization of the masses within that particular
sector and to politically, organizationally,
ideologically, morally and militarily strength­
en the masses within that sector. It means
that, based upon the analysis which we make
of the concrete situation within the sector, we
can go about changing the balance of forces
within this constituency, in favor of the work­
ing class and the people.

In order to do this, the Party, within this
sector, cannot carry out its work according to
preconceived ideas. If the Party really wants to
be the vanguard and lead the masses within
this sector toward the historical goals of the
proletariat, it should be one step and only one
step ahead of them, fused with their reanima­
tion and struggle. Today we are in a favorable
period which is characterized by several fac­
tors: a slow sharpening of the intrabourgeois
contradictions; a resumption of the economic
struggle of the masses, especially of the work­
ing class; a weakening of the economy as a
product of the crisis of the system of national
capitalist accumulation, heightened by the ec­
onomic policies of the dictatorship; and the
constant weakening of the Junta. Because of
this, an excellent opportunity is presented for
the Party to grow along with the struggles and
battles which the masses arc already begin­
ning to carry out against the dictatorship, and
which, based upon these issue-oriented
strugf lead to sharp conflicts with the dic­
tate j. There, with this reanimation in the
fulcrums fliterally, axes, or key centers—
trans.) of development, combining legal
struggle with semi-legal and illegal struggle,
showing the masses new forms of struggle,
combining all of them, not forcing anyone to
carry out a particular form of organization
and struggle, but teaching and learning from
struggle, we will be heightening the level of
political, organizational, ideological, moral 

and military consciousness of the masses. Our
work is not to develop one particular form of
struggle or organization; our work and our
duty is to develop and encourage all forms of
struggle and organization which can be car­
ried forward in accordance with the concrete
situation within a given sector.

ONLY BY GROWING
IN THE FULCRUMS OF
DEVELOPMENT,
ENCOURAGING TRADE
UNION, PEASANT,
STUDENT, PUBLIC
EMPLOYEE, CHRISTIAN
AND WOMEN’S
RESISTANCE CAN WE
CONTINUE ADVANCING
IN OUR STRUGGLE
AGAINST THE
DICTATORSHIP

If the Party is not present or if it is organi­
zationally, politically, ideologically and mili­
tarily weak within the fulcrums of develop­
ment in each community, it is practically im­
possible for us to develop our work as a revo­
lutionary vanguard within the masses. As cor­
rect and exact as our tactics may be, as aware
as we are of our organizational forms and of
the platforms of struggle to be developed, if all
of this is not developed and directed by the
rank-and-file of the party within the masses,
we will not succeed in practice in being the real
vanguard of the working class and of the
people. We will not be able to transform the
economic issue-oriented resurgence of the
masses into the political, ideological, organi­
zational, moral and military force of Resis­
tance against the dictatorship. The working
class and the people are not able to heighten
their levels of organization and struggle ag­
ainst the dictatorship spontaneously; only the
Party, only the conscious vanguard can trans­
form this enormous energy into the revolu­
tionary energy of the resistance, especially in
Chile, where the working class and the people
have little experience in illegal forms of
struggle.
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What does it mean to say that the MIR is
strong in a fulclum of development?

It means that the militants (full members of
the party), aspirantes (members still in train­
ing) and sympathizers (first level of member­
ship) in this fiilcrum of development have the
ideological, organizational, political, moral
and military capacity to lead the sector, to in­
vestigate and acquire profound knowledge of
the concrete problems of the masses in this
sector. They discover what are the most deeply
felt demands, what is the willingness to
struggle, what are the legal, semi-legal and il­
legal organizations, which are vanguard work­
ers, which are advanced workers and which
are the collaborators with the dictatorship and
with the bosses, etc., and, based on this con­
crete reality, have the ability to heighten the
levels of political, organizational, ideological
and military consciousness of the masses. But,
can we do this where we do not have a mini­
mum of party organization within the fulcrum
of development? The answer is obvious: Only
where there are Party members and militants
within the fulcrum of development can al! of
these tasks be carried out, only with militants
with the abilities that have been described can
we transform and create the social and milita­
ry strength which the Resistance needs to
overthrow the dictatorship. To transform the
economic issue-oriented reactivation of the
masses within each fulcrum of development
into an effective force for the Resistance is the
task above all other tasks for the Party at the
present time.

We need not assume that there first has to
be a strong Party within each fulcrum in order
to carry out the tasks which the reactivation of
the mass movement and of the Resistance de­
mand within each fulcrum of development.

On the contrary, the Party can only become
strong and grow within the fulcrums of devel­
opment to the degree to which it carries out
the tasks which the Resistance requires. This
involves a growth linked to the economic is­
sue-oriented struggle of the masses; to the
struggle for the right of trade unions, neigh­
borhood groups, mothers’ centers, sports
clubs, etc. to exist without repressive controls;
to the struggle for the recovery of purchasing
power lost in the past two years of dictator­
ship; to the struggle to organize unions in the
underground and to try to achieve their legal
recognition; to the struggle to coordinate the
local leaderships; to the struggle to reorganize
the Federations, the CUT locals and Confed­
erations of workers, peasants, students and
white collar workers; to the struggle to un­
mask the sell-out and collaborationist leader­
ship of the dictatorship and of its repressive
organs; to the struggle of the Committees of
Unemployed; to the struggle for university au­
tonomy; to the struggle for the existence of the
student centers; to all the struggles of the
working class and of the people within the ful­
crums of development. In a word, advancing
resistance, by workers, students, peasants.
women, public employees, Christians and all
popular sectors.

The Party should be present in the fulcrums
of development, encouraging these struggles.
If it does not exist, it should develop, grow.
and strengthen itself in the heat of these
struggles. It should be fused with them, indis­
solubly linked with the masses, taking the
vanguard role and leading a step ahead. The
vanguard sectors should be organized into a
base of party sympathizers; the advanced sec­
tors of the left and all the anti-gon/a sectors
into broad, underground Resistance Commit­
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tees. The Resistance Committees should not
be led bureaucratically by our militants, al­
though we should explain our politics within
the Committees and convince others of their
correctness. We must combine underground
struggle with economic issue-oriented
struggle, trying to bring the most advanced
and least corrupt trade union leaders, leaders
of Neighbors Groups, of Mothers’ Centers,
etc. into the underground Resistance Com­
mittees; trying to coordinate the legal resis­
tance with the underground Resistance. In a
word; developing and encouraging all forms of
mass struggle and organization, dialectically
combining them, in such a way as to take most
effective advantage of the strength of the ec­
onomic issue-oriented struggle for the politic­
al, ideological and military struggle of the
masses within each fulcrum of development.

SOME IDEAS ON
BUILDING THE PARTY
IN THE FULCRUMS
OF DEVELOPMENT

The first thing that we must point out is
that we must energetically combat, from the
base level of the Party, all tendencies toward
chaotic and unplanned work in relation to the
development of the Party within the commu­
nity. The Party must act in the community ac­
cording to a plan, which clearly specifies
which are the fulcrums of development. The
Party cannot grow and develop according to
“whatever contacts come along” . . . because
“within this sector, although there are a lot of
workers, we don’t have any contacts,” "ref­
ormism is strong there," etc. These and simil­
ar “arguments” should be fought and a broad
discussion at the base level should be carried
out on why the Party should develop based on
the fulcrums of development.

In the past, during the UP period, the Party
did not always operate with a work plan and
did not carry cut its growth in a scientific
manner. During that period, it grew chaotic­
ally, the work and the sectors were not priori­
tized, human resources and materials were not
assigned according to a rational distribution
for each community. This often caused us to 

develop ourselves within sectors which did not
have an especially important weight within the
community, that is, they were not the sectors
which, through mobilizations, through their
militancy and their level of organization,
might have the strength to carry along with
them and lead the other sectors of their com­
munity.

We can give an example which will make
this clearer. In the Cerrillos area of Santiago,
the Party and the Cordon Industrial developed
and grew within small industries and some big
industries, but not within the largest in the
area. The largest industries there are: INSA,
MADEMSA, CIC, Pizan^no and SINDEL-
EN, where almost 50% of the proletariat of
this zone are concentrated. The Party was very
weak in four of these industries and was only
able to develop any significant strength in one
of them. In spite of the militancy, of the levels
of organization and awareness within indus­
tries like Perlak, Silleros, INAPIS. Aluminios
El Mono, Fantuzzi, Cintac, Compac, Americ­
an Screw, Conservas Copihue, which were the
key industries of the cordon, these did not
have the political, ideological and economic
strength to be the vanguard of both the work­
ing class and allied sectors in the community.
One or two months before the coup, due to our
strength in one of the big industries, it was
possible for it to be integrated into the Cordon
Industrial. It was after this achievement that it
was possible to transform the latter into an or­
ganization which could unite and lead all the
workers and allied sectors of the community;
it was in that moment that the unity of the
working class with the peasants and poblador-
es of the community was almost achieved, a
unity which would have transformed the Cor­
don Industrial into the actual organization of
popular power of Cerrillos-Maipu. The
strength of reformism and centrism and our
organizational and political weakness in the
big industries prevented this historical ob­
jective of the working class and the people of
the community from becoming a reality. What
happened in Cerrillos-Maipu happened in al­
most all of the communities of Santiago. On
September 11, the only fighting was carried
out by the vanguard sectors of the working
class and the people. This happened in Cer­
rillos, in San Miguel, in Vicuna Mckenna,
and in almost all communities. The situation
would have turned out differently if the Party
had been able to overcome the reformist lead­
ership within the fulcrums of development.

Today we should orient our work toward the
fid-rums of development, whether or not the
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Party exists within these fulcrums. We should
learn from our errors and correct them in
practice, and we must fight against conserva­
tive tendencies within the Party which want to
maintain unchanged the program of the past.
Finally, we are distributing a list by communi­
ty of the industrial fulcrums of development in
Santiago.*

This all relates to party work within the ful-
. '^- crums of development. Now, how should the

Party plan for its growth within these fiil-
mms? Having a plan means that one intends

‘ to achieve certain objectives which the plan is
.' J directed toward achieving. Before setting the

objectives, we must have information about
the human and material resources which we
can count on, as well as detailed information
about the actual situation within the fulcrum
of development. This will provide us with a
perspective on the outreach potential of the
Party within the fulcrums of development and
of the internal strength of the Party within
each fulcrum of development. Knowing in
general what our capacities are and having
made a list of the fulcrums of development in
ascending-descending order, according to the
importance of each work front, we will know
within which fulcrum of development how to
carry out our work. Each unit outside of the
fulcrum takes three fronts. Only the head of
the operation knows which three fronts are
being worked. Each militant takes charge of a
front.

Now we will give an example of how work
can be carried out within a fulcrum where the

Party does not have a single contact. The plan
to be followed by a militant in charge of a
front is more or less as follows:
a) Find out the names of companeros of the
left, or get in contact with someone of the left
within the industry. There is always a way to
do this: possibly by locating the homes of the
workers in the industry; locating a worker of
another industry; names known by a veteran
militant of the sector in the front; some Party
militant who worked or lived within this front,
who can make a list (verbally) of the compan­
eros of the left; some friend who can provide
information about this front, etc.

b) One evaluates the names on the list of
companeros of the left according to the infor­
mation one may have about them. If one has
enough confidence in one of them (political
confidence, not from friendship, since we as­
sume that one has never talked with him), one
can approach him directly, whether upon his
leaving the factory or at his home. The first
time, perhaps only to give him El Rebelde.
The second time, one might start talking with
him about what he thought about El Rebelde,
whether he thinks that what is put forward
there is correct or not, if he wants to continue
reading it, etc. According to how the compan-
ero reacts in successive conversations, he can
be asked to work with us. This can be done in
the same way with four or five companeros. Of
course, not all are going to want to work with
us, but it is a big step forward if three want to,
or even one.

• This list is not included in this publication.
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As for the companeros towards whom one
does not have enough confidence to approach
them directly, one can begin by sending them
letters, manifestos, declarations, pamphlets,
El Rebelde(section by section), some newspa­
per of the Resistance, etc. The reaction to pos­
tal propaganda can be checked through the
person who gave the name. If the reaction is
good, then they can be approached directly.

c) As soon as there are two or three compan­
eros willing to enter the Party, they are organ­
ized into a unit of supporters (simpatizantes).
Regarding the work program for a supporters’
unit, one should see and study the Manual de
la Base, in the “Miguel Enriquez” Collection.
d) As soon as there is a supporter, the first
thing that must be done is to get all possible
information about the front:

1. Names of vanguard companeros of the ful­
crum of development. By vanguard proletar­
ians we mean that sector of the working class
and of the people which is developed in its
political class consciousness and for this rea­
son is close to the Party. Some of these are
militants of the left (PC, PS. MAPU, IC);
some are members of the Resistance Commit­
tees; some are trade union leaders from
Neighbors’ Groups, Committees of the Unem­
ployed, ex-members of the FTR, MPR, or
FER(the MIR’s political fronts in the union,
poblador and student sectors, respectively.
Trans, note), etc.

2. Make a list of advanced companeros of the
fulcrum of development. The advanced sec­
tors, in contrast to the proletarian vanguard,
have developed a class consciousness through
their own experiences of struggle and on many
occasions may have been influenced by re­
formism, but have had long experience with
labor struggles within the economic issue-
oriented mass struggle. Some of them are
leaders of unions, of federations, of the CUT,
of community organizations, etc. It is impor­
tant to note on the list those who are the least
influenced by reformism.

3. A rigorous analysis of the different ful­
crums of development (trade unions, Neigh­
bors’ Groups, Resistance Committees, etc.)
helps identify the collaborators and leave
aside those who are advanced but very cor­
rupted by reformism. The former must be un­
masked and denounced before the masses, in
the course of the clandestine struggle of the
Resistance.

4. Make an analysis of the concrete demands
of the constituency and, based upon the gen­
eral program for this social sector (see and
study Bulletin No. 5), draw up a platform for
struggle. The following considerations should
be kept in mind doing this:

4.1. It should be unitary toward the rest of
the parties of the left. It must be directed to
the left and to anti-gort/a sectors of the sector;
we should agree to modifications which help
unite and not try to impose a total program;
we must be flexible on secondary issues, al­
though not on the main points. We should al­
ways keep in mind what a platform for
struggle is. It is another matter to try, through
reasoned discussions, to convince militants of
the left and anti-gorila sectors of the correct­
ness of the platform that we are proposing.

4.2 It should cover economic demands as
well as political demands. It should be a plat­
form for struggle which reflects the feelings of
the entire mass of the constituency. It should
constitute an appeal as much toward the more
advanced sectors as toward the more back­
wards sectors of the constituency. The plat­
form of struggle is the vehicle through which
the economic demands will be linked with the
political struggle, with the ideological
struggle, with the concrete forms of struggle
which the concrete situation requires. It will
be the axis around which the legal struggle
will be indissolubly linked with the illegal
struggle of the masses.

5. Agitation and Propaganda. In the course of
the Resistance struggle, we will be discovering
new vanguard or advanced companeros; the
former we will organize into the Party, the lat­
ter, into the Resistance Committees in the sec­
tor. Also, we will be discovering new demands
of the masses of the sector, which will modify
and enrich the original platform for struggle
by their inclusion. Also, we must continually
study the national political situation, which
can modify our platform of struggle (for ex­
ample, some proclamation by the gorilas
which affects all the workers, readjustments of
salaries and wages, social benefits, etc,).
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Interview with Companero Juan Olivares:

THE LEFT MUST
DEFEND THE

PROLETARIAT’S
INDEPEN®BK1©S

The following interview was given to Correo de la Resistencia
by companero Juan Olivares, a national leader of the CUT and
a member of the MIR’s Central Committee. Olivares was ar­
rested in late 1974 and, together with other revolutionaries was
tried by the dictatorship’s courts in Trial 8474 against the MIR
(see CRC H4). In June, 1976, he was freed by the action of the
international solidarity movement.

Correo de la Resistencia:
Companero Juan Olivares, you have Just come
from Chile. Could you tell us something about
the present situation of the working class
movement in Chile? What are its activities
and its situation?
J.O.s As you said, I just recently left Chile, and
I am a little distant from the work we carried
out up to December, 1974 when I was arrest­
ed. Nonetheless, we had information in prison
from the underground press, radio broadcasts
from the socialist countries and our Party con­
tacts. All this information allowed us to follow
the working class and trade union movement’s
activities and that of many other sectors of the
people as well.

First the workers began to organize to re­
cover the benefits they had lost under the Jun­
ta. So, trade union activity reappeared in the
form of grievance filings and salary demands.
These were mainly channeled through the bu­
reaucratic, sold-out union leaderships, headed
by the right-wing (Freista) sectors of the
Christian Democratic Party (PDC), in collabo­
ration with the Junta. But the fact that they
were expressed at all is due to pressure from
the working class rank-and-file, which forced
them to make statements and present peti­
tions to the government, the Junta. However,
they are no more than petitions since they nev­

er express a commitment by these leaders to
the workers’ trade union movement. In other
words, they don’t go beyond words on paper.

This, in some open and legal activities of the
working class and in some public events, has
led to declarations and demands being made
against the Junta and in favor of the workers.
The Junta’s answer has been repression, the
arrest of many union leaders and workers
from important unions.

On the other hand, there is trade union ac­
tivity which has no open expression, but rather
a clandestine expression, organized by the
vanguard sectors of the working class, led by
revolutionary sectors. In this work we see the
revolutionaries from the MIR in close alliance
and unity with other parties. This is really a
rank-and-file unity.

This union activity has also been pressuring
the sold-out leaders, through propaganda,
through scrupulous underground work,
through pressures and threats against the
bosses and certain government representatives
in the factories and businesses. This has also
helped to make these sold-out sectors express
demands and the desire to organize to struggle
against the junta to regain that which has
been lost.
C.R.: You have mentioned the first phase or
organization of the trade union movement in
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1974. Could you tell us about your own exper­
iences in that first phase, during the heaviest
repression immediately after the coup?

J.O.:Well, we learned from practice as we
went along. We believed that the working
class had to be organized into underground
unions. Resistance Committees and other or­
ganizational forms which would allow for
creating the conditions and the methods of
struggle necessary for the working class to
confront the bosses and the gorila Junta.

First we had to contact all the union leaders
we knew those with a firm commitment and
political history of struggle in defense of the
working class’s interests—both economic and
political interests.

C.R.: Did these leaders also belong to other
parties?
J.O.: When we contacted these leaders, we
evaluated how consistent their experience with
the workers’ struggle had been, totally aside
from their party affiliation. We included
Christian Democrats, Socialists, Commun­
ists, members of the Christian Left (IC), the
MAPU and the Radical Party, companeros
from the FTR and militants of the MIR who
were part of the vanguard sectors of the work­
ing class; considering who could give the best
leadership once vanguard sectors of the work­
ers’ movement achieved some level of organi­
zation.
C.R.: What was the answer?

JUAN OLIVARES INTERVIEW

to demand the recognition of certain unions
and federations which would allow the pro­
gressive reorganization of the trade union
movement.

in addition we used legal means to show it
was feasible to achieve certain partial victories
and to thus unmask the collaborationist lead­
ers and to denounce that this collaborationist
union movement which the Junta seeks to
control, was being infiltrated by imperialism
through the leaders it had trained in the Am­
erican institute for Free Labor Development
(A1FLD).

We can say in general that the semi-legal
forms are those activities and organizations
which have no legal basis, which are not auth­
orized by the Junta, but which nevertheless
have a defacto existence and organization.
which in fact meet because there are certain
tasks which must be carried out among the
popular sectors. Since the Junta can not carry
them out, it has to allow these organizations.
For example: the children's food programs.
the funds for the unemployed, the Church it­
self and its organizations, the youth centers.
the mothers' centers, the neighbors' groups.
etc. We take advantage of all these entities.
which today have no explicit legal basis, as
forms for carrying out our work and as covers
for organizing, for influencing certain sectors,
for reviving the trade union movement and for
attracting other, more backwards sectors. We
have achieved a certain degree of remobiliza­
tion, though this has been limited, due to the
left’s and the MIR's capacities to develop this

J.O.: We received a favorable response. We
believe that this is what made it possible for us
to organize a network, first at a provincial and
later at a national level, in Santiago and the
rest of the provinces. And we organized small
units, small cells—as they’re still called—
whose aim was to give an underground struc­
ture to the workers’ movement as well as to
take advantage of all the legal and semi-legal
forms of organization, using all means at
hand.

work.
As for the illegal forms, first of all we have

the parties, their reorganization and recon­
nection, the strengthening and reconnection
of all their rank-and-file militants, middle­
level cadre and leaders. Next there is the
building of Resistance Committees, made up
of workers, mass sectors and white collar sec­
tors, both as cells and in coordination with
each other through more centralized leader­
ship, in factories, neighborhoods, etc.

C.R.: What were the legal forms and what
were the Illegal forms, and what was the rela­
tionship between them?
J.O.: The legal forms were basically the filing
of grievances (petitions), since there are no le­
gal forms of struggle at this time. The legal
forms included all the open activity channeled
through the Ministry of Labor and other in­
struments of Chile’s bourgeois institutions.
We have taken advantage of all remaining le­
gal resources, that margin of "freedom’’ left
by the Junta, to present certain demands and

C.Ru Some sectors accuse the Resistance
Committees of being attempts to replace, or
substitute the unions, of being counterposed
to the trade union organizations. What is your
opinion on this?

J.O.: On the contrary, the Resistance Com­
mittees are a form of underground, political
organization of the working class and the
people, which by no means is contradictory
with the workers’ interests; nor is it parallel.
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nor does it replace trade union organizing. We
believe the working class vanguard needs to be
organized and must be organized politically,
not only in the Resistance Committees but al­
so in the parties. The advantage of the Resis­
tance Committees is that they can unite mili­
tants from different parties and also include
unaffiliated workers.
C.R.. What do these Committees represent?
J.O.: We conceive of them as organizations, as
political fronts of the Resistance, which in­
clude all the parties, all consistent compane-
ros fighting against the Junta, who want to
overthrow the Junta and who also want to go
beyond its overthrow. In other words, those
who do not simply intend to replace the Junta
with another bourgeois government but rather
with one which will give representation to the
workers, the masses, the people.

We believe that by thus building these Re­
sistance Committees and encouraging the re­
sistance activities of the various sectors of the
masses we will gain strength and achieve these
objectives. It is not enough to present political
objectives in programatic form; there must be
a way of implementing them, with methods of
struggle which are different from those used
previously by the working class and the
people. We can no longer use the same meth­
ods of struggle; we have to go beyond the
methods of trade unions and strikes to higher
levels.

Ay we said before, the Resistance Commit­
tees are not contradictory to the trade union
struggle. But the unions are legak and their
potential for struggling against the Junta is
limited. But they must exist, because they are
the workers’ broadest form of organization.
The Resistance Committees are not the organ­

ization to struggle for the immediate demands
of the workers, rather, they build and guide
this issue-oriented struggle and they struggle
within the unions to raise the level of con­
sciousness and to raise the level and methods
of struggle. Thus, they support immediate and
future interests and objectives.

In addition, there is another type of organi­
zation which has been growing, mainly certain
groups of workers who support trade union
organizing but who work underground, build­
ing clandestine trade union organizations,
since it is no longer possible to work with the
legal unions. At this moment, there is a
struggle among the workers to unify their
ideas and to constitute a single organization at
all levels (in accordance with the objectives of
each level) to carry out various kinds of tasks.
The proletariat must be organized to achieve
its immediate, its medium-range and its long-
range objectives: the struggle for material and
democratic demands, the overthrow of the
Junta, the formation of a Constituent Assem­
bly where the proletariat will gain strength
and, under its hegemony, lead all the other
sectors of the people to socialism.
C.R.: Earlier you mentioned the participation
and the favorable reception you found among
other sectors of the left in trade union work.
Has this spirit continued to prevail today in
Chile?
J.O.: From the very beginning, from the mo­
ment of the coup, the workers understood the
problem of unity. Immediately after the coup.
every worker and every poblador, all the ex­
ploited sectors saw the need to unite, and they
united in practice, in the struggle against the
coup itself, to resist the cov'1 So Christian
Democrats, Communists, S lists, revolu-
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The social make-up
of the Pobladores

Common interests
and specific interests

An increasing segment of the rural popula­
tion is forced to move to more populated areas
or big cities in search of a standard of living
which is denied them in their places of origin.
Throughout the society’s development, these
rural masses have grown and become an im­
portant part of the urban working masses.

Urban workers, for their part, have a duty
as such to struggle for their share in consump­
tion, to constantly defend the gains they have
won and to see that these gains are broadened.
At the same time, the propertied, white-collar.
professional and student petit bourgeoisie and
the middle strata in general must defend the
share they have already achieved in urban
consumption. These sectors seek to increase
their level of participation not only for imme­
diate, unsatisfied needs, but also because of
the ambitiousness that comes from their posi­
tion in the system. In effect, this sector is in­
capable of putting forth its own program
within the society, and is constantly seeking to
attach itself to the ruling class, to assimilate
its values and tastes and to equal its standard
of living. The ruling class takes advantage of
this characteristic to keep these sectors from
becoming part of a possible mass movement of
the people.

But it is also true that, in each capitalist cri­
sis, the ruling classes plunder the middle stra­
ta and force them into the proletariat by low­
ering their share of participation in consump­
tion. This sector then has to struggle to defend
its buying power.

A large percentage of the rural immigrants
are not absorbed by the urban labor market.
Together with a now increasing sector of the
urban working class and of the middle strata
who are in the same predicament, they find
themselves forced to struggle to survive, and,
temporarily or permanently, some of them be­
come self-employed or part of the hidden un­
employed. Others are consigned to misery and
unemployment, forming the industrial reserve
army required by capitalism. Subjected to in­
human conditions, many times they have no
choice but to become beggars and criminals.

This is the composition of the poblador so­
cial sector in our country. All of the exploited.
in one way or another, see themselves as part
of it.

We are talking about a social sector w:.,
specific interests which unite its member?
They are interests tied to the struggle for na
ticipation in urban consumption and to de
fend and broaden this participation

But we are also talking about a diverse and
broad sector, made up of members of all ex­
ploited classes, sectors and strata.

Bringing both characteristics together, we
see that while members of the poblador sector
are part of it and share the common interests
of the sector, they also belong to their respec­
tive classes, sectors and social strata and share
their respective specific interests, with diverse
and varying degrees of contrast and differ
ence.

As a sector, the pobladores thus make up an
enormously broad and extensive amalgama­
tion.

This helps us understand what often hap­
pens in our poblacioncs (the neighborhoods of
the pobladores).

As urgent, grave and immediate as the
specific interests and needs may be, the unity
of the pobladores is no abstraction. It is very
concrete, and it begins and develops in rela­
tion to certain needs or interests which are vi­
tally shared by all the members of a given po-
blacion. This is the basis of the strength, the
explosive character and also the limitations of
the pobladores.

In the diversity of its social composition, in
its extensiveness, in the inter-play of possible
contrasts and differences that this produces,
lie its objective weakness and the sources of
divisions which frequently come to the sur-
face.This is the basic cause of the difficulty the
pobladores have in prolonging the duration
and intensity of their struggles.

But this also presents an area for local so­
cial alliances which, if they can at least coor­
dinate the struggles of their diverse social
components, become an extraordinary source
of strength and continuity, making the
struggle for the pobladores' basic needs more
solid and effective.

The masses of pobladores are incapable of
spontaneously resolving this contradiction
among themselves. We see this daily in our
poblacioncs. Therefore there is a basic need
for an alliance and concrete ties to the work­
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ing class, under whose leadership the pobla­
dores can merge their own struggle with the
struggles of the people as a whole.

It is crucial for the most conscious sectors of
the pobladores to understand this contradic­
tion and its consequences, to study them,
know them and channel them, working them
out in each concrete work front. This will en­
able them to fulfill their responsibility to pro­
pel and steer the struggles of their front.

Geographical factors
and sub-groups

The poblador sector lives out its existence in
urban areas that have been set aside by the
ruling classes to supply housing for the ex­
ploited, and in areas where the struggle itself
has led to temporary or permanent land take­
overs to meet this need.

These are the campamentos, the poor po-
blaciones and the housing projects for the
middle strata.

But it is also to be found in a fragmented
area, in the inner-city areas, wherever the ex­
ploited can find a place to stay, crowded to­
gether in slum housing, in the homes of
friends and relatives, in unsanitary storerooms
rented to several families and in the limited
supply of available and always expensive ren­
tal housing.

The geography of the pobladores' existence
is thus defined by their housing situation. It
can thus be broken down into different human
groupings with specific interests, which at the
same time make the sector more diverse. The
two most important groups are the women
and the children.

The primary concrete interests of the pobla­
dor women are:

• the integrity, sustenance and progress of
the family group;

• the health, sustenance and progress of
each member of the family group;

• her own health, sustenance and progress;
• the improvement of her capacities and of

the objective conditions which would favor the
achievement of the above points.

The main concrete interests of the poblador
youth are:

• to be able to enter the urban labor market
under the best possible conditions;

• to fill the demand for labor under the best
possible conditions;

• to have the opportunity to train them­

selves as successfully as possible to achieve the
above two points;

•freedom to think, to express themselves,
to organize, to understand the society tney live
in and the opportunities which it offers them,
to choose their own path of development and
have the opportunity to make this choice, to
spend their free time in self-improvement and
entertainment and obtain the means to do
this;

• equality of opportunity;
• satisfaction of their vital needs.
Besides their specific interests as a human

group, the poblador women and youth share
the specific interests of the class, sector or so­
cial stratum to which they belong. These in­
terests also condition the expression of their
group interests.

The most advanced poblador sectors must
understand the importance of coordinating
the specific interests of the human groupings
with those of the classes, sectors and strata ex­
istent within the poblaciones.

This should be achieved as part of the local
social alliance itself, a necessary instrument
within each front to give, as we have seen,
greater continuity, strength and effectiveness
to the struggle of the pobladores.

This is a very important point, both because
of the extension and the influence which wom­
en and youth groups have in the poblador
front, and because their specific struggles can
only be successful in unity with the entire
front, with the people and the working class.
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The ruling classes
and the pobladores

During the capitalist system’s periods of
normality, the ruling classes negotiate and
profit from the immediate needs and demands
of the pobladores, putting them off with par­
tial solutions.

In order to maintain and consolidate their
domination, the exploiters develop an intense
ideological penetration, seeking both concen­
sus and repression on this level. They use all
the means at their disposal, focusing on the
most backward strata of the pobladores.

When the exploited are beyond the reach of
this repressive ideological program, they ex­
perience direct physical repression through
the armed mechanisms of the state.

If it happens that the working class and the
people have accumulated sufficient strength
to move forward, and if this advance passes
beyond the reach of ideological repression for
good, and if this occurs along with other facts
which signal the approach of a capitalist cri­
sis, the ruling classes concentrate their efforts
in dividing and wearing down the strength of
the working class and of the people.

They do this by trying to incorporate the
backward strata of the people into a reaction­
ary social movement, which can help them
weaken and halt the advance of the people
and can become a social support for their own
strategy. This is, one could say, the first phase
of the ruling class’s response during a period
of crisis, its demagogic bourgeois populist face
(bourgeois reformism.) We saw this clearly be­
fore the coup, in the behavior of the Freist
leadership of the Christian Democrats and al­
so in the bourgeois and petit bourgeois fifth
column, reformism, which is useful to it as a
public disguise.

If the exploiters succeed in building this
reactionary social movement, through lies and
deception, they launch their armed repressive
apparatuses against the people with a coup
d'etat. They try to smash the popular advance
and reestablish their privileges, even at the
cost of thousands of deaths.

If the crisis of the system intensifies, and if
in the meanwhile the working class and the
people succeed in building a revolutionary
leadership and higher levels of struggle, con-

The pobladores and
the gorila dictatorship

-—i

Sharp contradiction of
Irreconcilable Interests,
repression at all levels

The interests of the poblador social sector
are in sharp and irreconcilable contradiction
with the gorila dictatorship. At all levels.

To analyze this, to recognize its reality and
understand the main consequences for the

sciousness and organization, then the exploit­
ers will launch, without remorse, a counter­
revolutionary civil war.

In both cases, the bourgeoisie uses the so­
cially and ideologically backward strata. In
the cities these strata are concentrated in the
poblador sector. It tries to divide, wear down
and block the popular forces, trying to pit the
people against the people in order to stop the
popular advance. The exploiters agitate dem-
ogogically for the needs of the pobladores, try­
ing to turn them against the working class and
its organizations. If the workers and the
people have not developed enough strength,
the bourgeoisie will forget its “democracy”
and strike brutally.
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struggle of the pobladores is the job of their
most advanced sectors and of the vanguard of
the working class and of the people.

Let us see what, concretely, are the principle
overall contradictions and their main conse­
quences.

The first thing that stands out is that the
anti-popular, pro-monopoly and pro-imper­
ialist political economy of the gorila dictator­
ship is in blunt contradiction with the funda­
mental common interests and the specific ob­
jectives of the pobladores' struggle.

The dictatorship was imposed by the united
ruling classes to solve the economic, political
and ideological crisis which had plagued local
capitalism for more than ten years. The bour­
geois sector controlling big financial, indus- *
trial and import-export commercial capital
seeks to resolve the crisis. Their intentions are
in radical opposition and hostility to the po­
bladores and to their interests.

Let us see why.

A solution to the economic crisis is being
sought through:

•the maximum reduction of the internal
market;

• the maximum contraction of demand,
that is, the purchasing power of the Chileans;

• the denationalization of the economy;
• the offering up of the country, defenseless,

to the exploitation of foreign and imperialist
capital. Foreign investment should come im­
mediately and in massive amounts, seeking a
good deal, and reorienting the economy to­
ward the export market. Then most of what is
produced in Chile will be consumed by the ex­
ploiters of other countries and not by the Chil­
eans.

What are the consequences
of this economic program?

The impoverishment, the misery and the
hunger which we are suffering under the dic­
tatorship.

In order to achieve forced capital accumu­
lation, the dictatorship tries to reduce as much
as it can the internal market and demand, and
this means the most brutal superexploitation
of the workers, an increase in unemployment
and the continuing impoverishment of the
majority of the population; the forced depri­
vation, impoverishment and proletarianiza­
tion of the petit bourgeoisie; the hunger in­
creasingly spreading among the majority of
Chileans.

On the other hand, a maximum reduction
of the internal market, combined with an ef­
fort to establish a totally export-oriented
economy, has implied a brutal reduction in
the buying power of Chilean citizens. The re­
sult has been the biggest recession ever seen in
industries producing for the local market.
This kind of industry, the most widespread in
Chile, cannot sell its products because every
day there are fewer people who can afford to
buy them. Stocks pile up, unable to be sold,
and profits disappear. To offset this “loss,”
the industrial bourgeoisie reduces its number
of workers, increases unemployment, and low­
ers wages as much as it can. Thus, the present
circle of poverty and misery continues to in­
crease.

At the same time, the dictatorship has re­
duced fiscal spending, that is, the money at
the disposal of the State. It has dismantled the
previously State-controlled production and
service apparatus in favor of export-oriented
private monopolies, thus reducing to a minim­
um the main source of employment that exist­
ed in Chile. Such is the case in housing con­
struction, health care and education.

The dictatorship has done all this in order
to turn the country into one big factory, with
natural resources and cheap enslaved labor. It
is trying to create a good climate for invest­
ment that will attract foreign and imperialist
capital. It seeks to promote the influx of capi­
tal in order to solve the crisis of accumulation
of the local capitalists and thus reactivate the
economy for the benefit of big business and
imperialism.

Still, foreign investment has not come in at
the rate, and in the amounts that the dictator­
ship urgently needed. The following factors
have contributed to this: the steady weakening
of the gorilas-, the inability of the dictatorship
to solve the problems of local capitalism; the
struggle of the peoples of the world against re­
pression in Chile; the deepening divisions
within the ruling classes; and the slow but sure
growth of the Popular Resistance.

In the last few days we have witnessed the
demagogic publicity given to the fact that
North American imperialism has made some
loans to the dictatorship. But these loans are
just enough to help the Junta keep its econom­
ic project afloat. They are certainly not
enough to solve the underlying economic cri­
sis. The dictatorship knows this. The loans are
nothing more than a temporary patch that
does not eliminate even the symptoms of this
failure.
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How does this affect the pobladores!

• minimal Job opportunities, just enough to
maintain the system, and consequently creat­
ing massive forced unemployment;

• maximum reduction in the price of labor
on the job market, by paying starvation salar­
ies; permanent job insecurity and massive or
gradual lay-offs;

• drastic reduction of the people's standard
of living to less than the bare minimum neces­
sary for most of the population: higher food
prices, decreasing buying power, massive
hunger; higher clothing prices, decreasing
buying power, insufficient clothing for the
people; unlimited price rises in construction.
for available housing, lots and rents; every­
thing gained in the people’s struggle for shel­
ter and a plot of land, stolen. Since the system
has no immediate need for a large labor force,
less importance is given to the survival of the
people: higher prices and unlimited commer­
cialization of access to medicine is a massive
and acute attack upon the people’s health;
cost increases and manipulation of education,
for the purpose of producing a small number
of professionals and a large number of salar­
ied slaves who require a minimum of educa­
tion; plunder, obstruction, cost increases and
commercialization of the public school sys­
tem; no access to higher education for the
people.

These are the results of the gorilas' econ­
omic policies for the pobladores and for all the
exploited people of Chile. No one with a mini­
mal degree of honesty can deny this.

In other words, the unpopular, pro-monop­
oly and pro-imperialist economic policies of
the dictatorship directly contradict, at all lev­
els, the interests of the pobladores, taking
away from the exploited classes, as much as
possible, the share of urban consumption
which they had achieved in earlier periods.

In order to carry out this criminal project,
the dictatorship needs to enforce a brutal pol­
itical repression against the exploited classes,
sectors and social strata of our society, that is,
against the immense majority of Chileans.

Pobladores:
targets of repression

POBLADORES IN THE RESISTANCE

Since the poblador sector is the natural and
primary rearguard of the exploited classes,
and since it serves as the focal point for the
struggles of the exploited demanding partici­
pation in urban consumption, it suffers both
repression and an attack against its standard
of living. It is in this social sector that the con­
sequences of the unpopular policies of the go
rilas are expressed most fully: through perse
cution, imprisonment, unemployment, pover
ty, hunger and death.

The battered, exploited classes retreat into
the poblador sector. Here the oppressed popu­
lation piles up, and hate for the system and
the dictatorship builds among the exploited.
Discontent grows, followed by protest and the
will to struggle. Here leadership is needed.
and here a way to end exploitation is sought.

And that is why the dictatorship perman­
ently directs intimidating measures against
the poblador front. It makes this front its pre­
ferred target for the penetration of bourgeois
ideology, even though the effectiveness of such
penetration is lessened by the blatant repres­
sion.

Nonetheless, the very extensiveness of the
front diminishes the possibilities of repressive
vigilance. To be effective, it would have to
have an agent in every house. Groups of work­
ers and vanguard elements living in the pobla-
cion take advantage of this fact to fight for
their interests under the protective breadth
and extent of the poblador front.

There are community organizations "of the
pobladores" which the dictatorship has 
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turned into covers for repression and encour­
ages to function as such. But even these are
used by the working class and its vanguard to
take advantage of the small leeway provided
by their legality and thus to carry on the
struggle.

But new organizations are also created, and
new forms of struggle are developed to carry
out the Resistance by means of semi-legal and
underground work. The working class and its
vanguard are acting inside the poblador sec­
tor.

From the poblacion, the working class pre­
pares its struggle in the factories.

The working class thus becomes the back­
bone. focal point and motor for the poblador­
es' struggle, while also making use of the ad­
vantages inherent in this geographically deter­
mined social sector (the poblacion') in order to
promote their own struggle as a class.

The contradictions between the pobladores
and exploited people, on the one hand, and
the gorila dictatorship, big business and im­
perialism on the other, are absolutely irrecon­
cilable.

Against the dictatorship
and for socialism

The dictatorship is trying to resolve this
contradiction momentarily through repres­
sion, oppression, super-exploitation and police
control of the exploited. But this, far from re­
solving the contradiction, helps make it more
acute.

For exploited people, and thus for the po­
bladores, this contradiction of interests will
only be resolved when the capitalist system
and the class of exploiters are overthrown;
when the exploited classes, under the leader­
ship of the working class, destroy the very
foundations of the repressive bourgeois State;
when the people as a whole begin to construct
a more just society, a socialist society, in which
the workers and the people firmly exercise the
power to construct their future, freely and as­
suredly.

The exploited, and therefore the poblador­
es, encounter an obstacle between them and
this socialist future: the gorila dictatorship.
The point, then, is to destroy it.

The working class and the people are
struggling to overthrow the dictatorship by
strengthening and broadening the Resistance.
For this reason, the pobladores of Chile, in­
creasingly united with the working class and
with the rest of the people, strengthen the
struggle for their immediate demands.
strengthen and increase the Resistance in the
poblaciones, and put forward their short-term
platform for struggle against the dictatorship
with greater force.
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MINIMUM
PLATFORM
OF THE
CHILEAN
POBLADORES

CHILE’S POBLADORES
ARE STRUGGLING:

I. For the integrity of all mem­
bers of the front and for better
conditions for achieving a
larger share of urban con­
sumption.

a. complete respect for the human rights of
the pnbladores and of all the people.

— the right to life and liberty of all the po-
hladorcs and their imprisoned, persecuted
and disappeared leaders;

— an end to the political persecution of
their members;

— an end to torture, crime, abuses and
massive robbery;

— an end to searches, raids and mass ar­
rests in the campamentos. poor poblaciones
and housing projects;

— the inviolability and respect for the in­
tegrity of every home and its members;

— the right to struggle for survival and for
basic necessities without being watched over,
terrorized, persecuted, arrested, tortured
and/or assassinated;

— the right Co protest all violations of hu­
man rights and to punish those directly and
indirectly responsible;

— the right to life and liberty for all the po-
bladorvs;
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— the right to mass resistance and self-de­
fense against arbitrary arrests;

— the formation of Committees for the De­
fense of Human Rights, Committees of Rela­
tives and Friends of Political Prisoners; for the
formation of Solidarity Committees in each
campamento. poblacion and housing project.;

— the destruction of the DINA, and popu­
lar justice and punishment for all its mem­
bers;

— an end to the State of Siege, legal facade
for the permanent and continuous violations
of human rights committed by the gorila dic­
tatorship in the pohlaciones.

b. the restoration and broadening of demo­
cratic rights for the pobladores and all the
people.

— freedom of information;
— freedom of the press;
— freedom of expression;
— freedom of association and organization;
— freedom of thought;
— freedom of education;
— freedom of movement and travel;
— freedom to elect community leaders;
— the restoration of ail democratic rights;
— an end to the State of Siege, legal facade

for the suppression of all the pobladores'
democratic rights.

II. For survival and for solu­
tions to the pobladores urgent
immediate needs.

a. bread, work, secure employment and the
salary required to provide for a family.

— the right to work for all the pobladores-,
— against firings; for the reinstatement of

all those fired since the gorila coup, with wag­
es similar to and in proportion to those they
were earning before September 11, 1973;

— demand from the State and the bosses
the right to steady jobs for all unemployed po­
bladores-,

— against the wage slavery nature of the
minimal employment program;*

— jobs for poblador youth;
— coordination among pobladores, work­

ers' trade unions and workers’ community or­
ganizations to struggle for full employment
and salaries that provide for the needs of the
family.

b. for a solution to the urgent and immediate
needs of the pobladores; for decent living con­
ditions.
The right to a nutritious diet for all the pobla­
dores;

— price controls on all foods;
— popular control by the poblador organi­

zations and small businessmen over the big
food distributors; for coordination between
poblador and small business organizations:

— food banks for children in all poblacion-
es with 2% of the fiscal budget set aside for
emergencies, controlled by the local organiza­
tions;

— the proliferation of popular soup kit­
chens to all the pohlaciones. with obligatory-
state financing controlled by the poblador or­
ganizations;

— free distribution of ‘/i liter of milk daily
for all children under seven years of age;

— the unlimited defense and the broaden­
ing of paid maternity leaves (before and after
birth);

— 150 pesos (approximately U.SS15) per
dependent per month;

— work, jobsecurity and a high enough sal­
ary for all poblador heads of families.

The right to adequate clothing, for price con­
trols on clothing:

— popular control by poblador organiza­
tions and small businessmen over large cloth­
ing manufacturers and distributors.

The right to housing:
—the defense of the lands acquired through

struggle by the pobladores before the gorila
coup;

— a plot of land and a house for every po­
blador family;

— construction of housing for the commu­
nity, with funding from the Ministry of Hous­
ing controlled by the workers’ and poblador
organizations, and the Committees of Unem­
ployed and Construction workers in each
neighborhood;

— the creation of Committees of the Home­
less, by neighborhood, poblacion. campamen­
to and on a local and a provincial level, within
the struggle for decent housing;

— electricity, running water, sewage and
paved roads in the campamentos and poor po-
blaciones; the creation of Committees for Ba­
sic Urbanization to carry out this work;

— the formation of Committees to struggle
for rent control and the repeal of the land­
lords’ rental laws in the poor pohlaciones and
housing projects.



The right to health for all the pobladores and
all the people:

— a complete clinic in each campamento,
poblacion and neighborhood, controlled by
the workers’ organizations in that neighbor­
hood;

— the eradication of sources of infection
and ’disease in the poblacion-,

— price controls on all medicines;
— popular control by neighborhood work­

ers’ organizations and local druggists over
large pharmaceutical laboratories and distrib­
utors;

— free medical attention for all Chilean
children.

c. The right of all pobladores to education:
— the conditions and materials necessary to

insure a basic education for all;
— free elementary education;
— free high school, university level and

technical education for all young people and
adults who want it;

— financial aid for all workers’ children
who study;

— the formation of youth and cultural cen­
ters to struggle for the specific interests of
working and student youth in the community.

POBLADORES IN THE RESISTANCE

III. To reach out to and win
over the soldiers, non-coms,
lower officers and honest
members of the Armed Forces
who live in the poblaciones
and housing projects so that
they, as is their right and their
duty, will join the struggle of
the pobladores and of all the
people.

— clarification, in writing and through per­
sonal conversations, of the similar nature of
the problems facing pobladores and soldiers;

— integration of these soldiers into the local
poblador organizations.

IV. For the inclusion of all the
pobladores in the Popular Re­
sistance struggle of the whole
Chilean working class and
people to wear down, weaken
and overthrow the gorila dic­
tatorship.

— guide the struggle of the pobladores
against the dictatorship;

— unify all the pobladores and the people
with the working class as the primary axis, in
the broadest, most unified and most militant
Popular Resistance Movement possible
against the dictatorship;

— wherever a bootlicking leadership servile
to the gorilas has been imposed upon the po­
bladores' organizations, commissions in the
poblaciones should be created to guide the
grass-roots struggle in these organizations for
their own interests;

— the formation of coordinating commit­
tees of the left, committees of unity of the left
and all possible and efficient forms of coor­
dination and unity for the people in each cam­
pamento, poblacion or neighborhood;

— the creation of more and more Resis­
tance Committees in each campamento, po­
blacion and housing project, by the most pro­
letarian and conscious sectors of the pobla­
cion.

STRUGGLE FOR BREAD, HOUSING, JOBS, JUSTICE, AND LIBERTY!
STRENGTHEN THE POBLADORES' STRUGGLE AGAINST THE DICTATORSHIP!
UNITE THE STRUGGLE OF THE POBLADORES WITH THE STRUGGLE OF ALL THE

PEOPLE AROUND THE WORKING CLASS AND AGAINST THE DICTATORSHIP
THE POPULAR RESISTANCE WILL WIN!
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