






































places, encour a ged by Liu Sh a o -chi a nd a few other top people 
in the Party. Some inco rrec t po lic ie s were introduced when 
China suffered a ' thr e e-y ea r pe ri o d, from 1959 through 1961, 
of very serious ca lamiti e s -- severe dr o ught, rainfalls and 
floods -- and there wor e serious diff e rences as to how to 
handle be ca use o f themo This was the period when 
Khrushchev, then in po wer, withdr e w a ll the Soviet techni­
cians, tore up all the c o ntr a cts, didn't fulfill orders for 
supplies y equipment , And at th e s a me time the Soviet 
Union demanded immedi a te pa yrn 5nt for arms wh ich China got 
from the Soviet Union to fight in the Korean war a gainst the 
UnitBd During peri o d? the revisionists and the 
enemies of China wer e "1\Jaw t ha t the people are fac­
ing all kinds o f diff:i.culties, hav e a chance to change the 
political situationo " They began to mak e a ll kinds of pro­
posalso Th ousan d up o n th ousa nd o f c o llective farms were 
split up un der the pret e xt that th e p e opl e did not have 
enough a gricultur a l e quipment t o ca rryon collective pro­
duction at th8t time; th8 t th e peasants weren't politically 
oriented enough to cope with a ll th e difficulties. They 
argued that if the collective farms we re redivide d into 
private plots, and other p r a ctices permitted, the peasants 
would have an inc e nt i ve t o pr od uc e mor e ., In some factories, 
there were incentivG payme nts to workers, the reli a nce 
mainly on exp e rts, e s p oci a lly bourgeois exp e rts who had con­
tempt for th e wo rkers a nd believ e d the wo rkers had no ability 
to become "Why should we waste time? We can 
get thin gs done more quickly with out invo lving the workers. II 

Such things ha d to be comb a tt e d, beca use this was not putting 
proletari a n politics in command a nd wo uld have reversed the 
trend of consoli da ting These a re some of the 
issues a ired durin G the Cultural Re volution and traced to 
their source o The;e ma lpr a ctic e s were throughly discussed 
and for the most part overcome o 

Q: WERE THERE ANY EXCESSES IN THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION? 

Yes f ther e were some but ma inly by the young 
Red They wer e th fi r st o nes who called into 
the CuI t u r aIR e \/ 0 1 uti 0 il f\ t t h a t p eLl: tic u 1 a rt i me m u c h a f 
the political lea dership o f th e wo rk e rs in th e trade unions, 
in most of the bi g area s o f Ch ina , wa s un der the domination 
o f L iuS ha c _. chi" - T h 8 0 I' 9 d n i Z f l t i 0 na 1 Se c r 8 tar y oft h ePa r t y , 
Tun 9 5 h a 0 r- i i 9 7 LU he w (] sin c oIl e a 9 u 8 wit h L 5_ u S h a 0 - chi '1 ha d 
placed his own p e op1 2 i ll pos,i,:'ions of resp onsi bility in 
the sea I' e a s - a nd i t lua S v e ;: y d iff i c u 1 t. t o b rea k t h I' 0 ugh • 
Many dir e ctiv e s of Ch a irmo n Ma o we:e n e ver pa ssed o n t o 
lower party l e vels. But wor kers joined th e G.P.C. R. in 

Some youn g p e op l e! e c au se o f a misinterpreta tion of 
the slogan to fi ght a ga inst II th e four o lds" -- old cus­
toms, ha bits, cultur e a nd i deo lo gy -- in their immaturity, 
did ma ny inc o rrect things For e xampl e , in th e garden of 
the hotel wh e re I liv e d ws r8 sever81 ston e statues of 
Chinese lions with curly manes, r ep r o ducti o ns of those pro­
duced in the o ld feud a l da ysn Th e y must ha ve had som e kind 
of symbolic me a nin g , I At rat e , the interpreta­
tion of some stude nts 0.;85, ':They a re o ld, s o we. must get rid 
oft hem:l 'I an d the s t a u e s we r e d est roy e dol nth e ea r 1 y 
st a ge of the G.P .. , ;::: f e w rnuseum pi e c e s and other forms 
of old art wer e a ls o a s th e result of th e same 
reaso ning. Fo r a whil e th e DL A p l a ce d gua rds a round some 
speci a l It boca me cl e a r t o the you t h that, "We I re 
getting rid o f olds, but we donit wa nt to de stroy 
cultura l relics fr o m our hist ory, o f them a re 
extremely valuable and they usefUl as educa ti o n so that 
the people ca n s se wh a t t he was i n the 
Most of these things ha d bee n by th e You 
can be sure that the e mp e r o rs a nd the bo ur ge o isie didntt 



mal~e them " ii ('In d s o that kind o f ex.cess -,- of damaging or 
destr o ying -- t ock p I s co in s o me caS8S o 

Then th e re were a few occasi o ns when some arr ogant 
youth; thinkin a th~t thoy kne~ it a ll, would go into fac-
tori e s s c.ying? "Why arenlt you makin g revolution? \JJe're 
go i n 9 to [) e t h r~ va fI CJ U a rc: , It l' hey b a J' 9 e din 3 n d c r i tic i zed 
p eo p ]_ e wi t h 0 u t k n 0 UL~ r-\ 9 w h c. t the iss u 8 S . \JJ ere a II ci c a use d 
d iff i cuI ti e s .. Ins 0 rl1e ills tan c e s, y o 1..1 t h UJ ere L! til i :" e d c S 

prov8cat3~rs. I~ few insiste d } "We . _~ n';: ,: ' l'!U " hel' 2 and 
you r.1 Li s t 0 2: Y use qua J. p a ~I for 0 urI a bo r u 11 8 :J t the you t h 
plaY 8d a posi t ive rulen This is how Mao always Gstimates 
t h i il g S : Eve r y t h i n 9 d i v ide oS i n tot LV 0 , No 'C h i n Q i s a b so· . 
lutely perfect ~ nothing is absolutely b ad ~ There is a seed 
of something goo d in things that a~e ba d which mus~ be 
extracted and prope~ly direct ed and USGd~ At the same time, 
nothing is whoJly guod~ And so th e cont~ibutions of the 
Red CusTds on an overall hasis far exceeded the minor things 
they did that ~e re wrong~ The encour a gement of students to 
travel extensively gave ~hem f o r the first time a chance to 
see thei~ countrY9 the diverse developm e nts of various 
regions, 30me exposure to f3ality 'a pa rt from their comfortable 
life of going t o sch ool, being fed, study i ng, and often 
rote mout~ing o f phr a ses n And when they began to search 
placos, in man y ~stanc e s they same across buried deeds to 
property forme~ ly owned by old landlords who anticipated 
the r. e t u r !l 0 f L II ian g K a i .~ she k a nd ho p edt 0 use the s (; de 8 d s 
~ s :-' '200 f t o r e c J.. 2' i m I a nd the y o n ceo LIJ ned" The you the a In e 
acr o ss hid d en Kuomint a ng fl ag s} gol d an d silver that should 
have (J een '(,urn ecJ in? ba dges th a t had bean give n as cVlards 
by '(.h r> old re gi me .. Th e ir owne rs expected th a t one day the 
for m 2 . ." I' U 1 E l' S \,\J e re 9 Q i n 9 t o com c b a c kin t o p 0 lU e r • The s e 
discov e r ie s wer e impo rt 3 nt~ Th e Red Guards t= a vele d a round 
and ch9cke~ on questionable pe opl e to find ou t t heir ba~k­
grounds. 

C h 5, n a i S 3 vas t co u n try III her e c o Iii m u n i c a L lO n n n d t T. a n s ~ 
port Cl tion wer e no t 0 ;-' the best" '£\ nd during the course of the 
many u1a rs "';lich cover e d 0. lon g :- l ong pe r. io d, s o me lcndlords 
t r z. 'v e J. (3 d f :c 0 m 0 n ~ ~J l a c e to :3 fl 0 tile l' ') 0 f t e n cI a i IT. in 9 t he Y Lve r e 
of p B3 sant desc e nt in ord e r to esca pe punishm an t during land 
reform and -s ~~ e pro ble ms inherent in -c hei::.' f a mi1y ba ckgr.ound~ 
Some p e o ~ eV3n claimed th a t they ~ e r G me mbers of the Party. 
BeC8U ~G of the wa r situatio n, there wa s often 2 problem of 
proof., lJJhE.(l ,/o l1'·re fightin9~ you c a ll 'i t a lWayS r.:arry docu .... 
men t s a f 0 U n d LU i 'c h you., f\ n d S G the Re d C l.j a I' d P 8 ::; f 0 :c In 8 d +, he 
servic e of m?f< i rlg in.v estiga tions of p eo p_le of lJJhom t. hey UJere 
suspic i ous ) of vjsi~ing che c ountryside o r whe~eve r such 
per son S ill e T: e bar n 0 L' I i v e d 2 n d c h e c kin 9 up 0 Fl the m ~ The y 
un ear t ;1 e d a lot 0 f i. n for mat ion t hat wa s ext rem ely va l u a b 1 e 
to the cour.tryo SOi j,n CJrlalysing th e ir contributions, the 
excesses we~e cert a inly minoro 

If) 9very r.evolution, some people a re kille d 1 includ­
i n gin no c e n -i:, 0 n c soT his can I t b G a v 0 i rI e cl .. So met i fll e s i 'c r S 

a question of people settling old griev~nces that they've 
had uith each o thero That must have ha ppened during the 
C i viI IIJ a :1: i I'l t i 1 8 U 0 S • lJJ hen 0 u reo u n t :r:' Y has a not h e i ' [)J a r: a 
lot I il 0 i: 8 g r i e v C:l nee s a i' ego i n 9 to b e set t 1 edt hat nob 0 d Y can 
con ·i:ro.l ~ Some ha ve a lready said, I·YoU t re going to be my 
man wh e n th e time c o mes 0 II No ma tt e r wh a 'c a Pc:: rty decrees, 
it ca nnot ~to p e very such in dividual sl a u ghter b Th e Party 
can and must ha ve a policy, but it c a nn ot control the act~ 
of every i n d ivjdu a l~ 



Q: HLW DI RECTLY ARE THE WISHES OF THE PEOPLE REFLECTED IN 
THE DISCUSS I ONS OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE? 

A: This i s a question invo lvin g the whole process of 
democr a tic cen t ralism c I think me e tings are held to dis~uss 
all .i.rnp o rt a :l"c i3su e s o n a Party basis" Discussions on a local 
bas i s a r e ~ p 0 r t ed LJ p -~ h r 0 U 9 Ii th e r eg ion a 1 0 l' pro vi n c i ?1 1 
level lip -Co the Ce ntral Committ e e" And the people on the 
Centra l Committee o ften t hemselves go around and make in ­
vestigati o ns ~ And so they keep in close touch with the 
ma ss e s ~ t h 8 ~/ k no w t h 8 i r t ~ ink i n IJ <' eh air ma n fYl a 0 him s elf 
ma de sev e ~ a l t ou r s of the cc unt~y durin r the cou~se of the 
Revoluti o n~ He do e s no t rely solelv on-reports from otherse 
Inc ide n t c 1. : ~ : ', I I rrl sur e I S G W C h C1 i r nl a n M a a 9 but did n ' t k now 
it at th E"~ tirn e , o ne nigh t when I VJ(-\S J.ooking out my window 
and h e had c o m 8 t 0 S han 9 h (} i (, His vi s i t !.IJ 3 S n II tan n 0 u n c ed, 0 f 
course, be2 0 us e wherev8~ he a ppea rs, he's immediately sur­
rounded by crowds o He had bee n tr a veling incognito in the 
middle o f the -ni htp I W3S t o ldo And he was go ing around 
reading some o f those big posters that had been placed all 
over the city, on the walls, so that h e could see for him­
self what opinions were being express e d~ I saw someone who 
looked like Ch a irman Mao~ Later? after he had completed his 
tour 1 I heard tha t it was that very night he wa s on that 
stre e t and i t was undou btedly he I h a d S8en o -

I di d have ~ ch2nc c t o meet Premier Ch o u En-lai on 
seve~ ~ l nscasi o ns, o ne of which was a birthday party which 
wa s given for Anna Lo uise Strong. 

Q: OLi R IN DUST f< If\ L 1 1JOnKE ~ S HAV[ BEEN DEHUlYlf\NIZED BY THEIR 
~J 0 [1 i< • HOW H 1\ S CHI N /1 8 [ EN /\ B LET 0 0 V Ene 0 MET HIS PRO B L E /'r1 n N D 
YET INC R E 1'\ S [ P IFJ l) U C T I \11 T Y? 

A: On e o f th e First things i s th a t th8 Chinese workers 
know th at s oci e ty be l o nQs t o th e mn It!s on G thing if you 
Q r ewe r ki n 9 f 0 l.~ 2 b 0 s sun d e re (3 p it a li s m 1A.1 h e J: e he' s sw eat i n 9 
you t CJ de ;] t h i rI 0 r d e T.' t o In a k e _ pr o f j_ t a n d 2! no t h e r t h i n 9 VJ h en 
you 0 tlJ !l yo u l ' 0 W nco u n try ~ n d i< no w t h a t th e r ea r e no b i g 
peopl e on top g e t t ing ~ ll t he r e wards ~ An d so it's through 
motivati o n, poli tic3 1 mo tivd tio n ;, the desi I'e t o bu i ld one' 5 

c o untry bec a us e it's one's o wn , th a t imp a ll s pe ople to work 
h a r d - I~ n d i. t I S no t s p e o d-upD I n fa c t W~l e n I visited some 
f a c tor i e s.' ~ 2 2.J i cJ t o m y' s el f ~ II I t Is a m? z i n 9 t. hat the Chi n e s e 
produce su rriuc h ~ I n co mpnris o ll t o th e s p e e d-up of workers 
in America, th a y s ee m ~azY7 the y T O s l o w~ t ~ a y're not even 
wo rking f ast oll Th e r e is none of th t Ch n r l ie Chapli n motion 1 

seen j n I!Mod 2i:'n Ti m e~ ~ II but r Jun d o n U. S " a ssembly lines. 
Their wo: k i.s p?\ c e d ~ The Chilles e love their workers; they 
don't wa nt t o kill th emo But tJ..Jh e n th e nee d demands, through 
political m o t ~ v ~t ion: the peo p l e wo rk ve ry hard and fast. 
I : m s u -r e 3 .L 1 of you h ~ \/ e h C1 d m 2l n y such e x p 8 r i e n c 8 sw h E I 1 a job 
needs t o b8 dOlle. I :,' yo u really be li e ve in it; you can put 
i n m 0 re t , -, 8 n e i 9 h t 11 0 u r s ~ y G U C C\ n put i n m 0 ret han t weI v e . 
If neod be} you c a n put ir~ twenty. I t dep ends on th e moti­
v()ti o : ' ~ Th e Chin e se aro not de huma nized.. They h a ve some­
thing t o f i ght e nd [).'orl-~ f o r, 
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Q : T H [ G E - :, r ;, ..= \. ' _ ,1 , L ~. ' J ES T ~ C N C p, B 0 UT e H I N A ! S FOR E I C N P'O L ICY 
I f\' R E L n TIC N 'T 0 P 1 < _ S T /' r~ 1 [ E ':" LO N A ~J DO T HER CO UN T F? 1 E S 6 

A: I am not competent to an8we~ all of them, 11m sure 9 to the 
satisfaction of everybody. Actually~ I donrt know all the ans­
ers. I do knoul what kind of principles China haso And I do 
know on the question o f P2kistan in particular, that China 
believes in the territorial integrity of a country; that the 
people of a country should resolve their own internal diffi­
culties, and ' rlould not ha ve t~e int.ervention of anybody 
e 1 s e . T hat the rea r e e >q:. 1 0 i t e T.' sin lJJ est P a k .i s Lan, the Chi n e s e 
know. They liv e in Asia~ They have diplomatic and other re­
lations with the Pakist a ni neople and th e y know how to make 
a class analysis o ~ Pa kistan's soci ~ ty. They also know there 
81' 0 oppor t\.J !l I: ~"" ' , i ~ .[ ~, ' : Pc<i. .', ' ~ [Hi . : !i' _: I(1n ~ i':-: ' ~- ':1 :~ 2,.:. e s'Cnte 
so that they can 9)~r=1(j i t the r)ooulation for their own ends. 
I think that we I ve se e n that the Ilew Bengali Sta te has come 
into being through th e intervention of I ndiao It was not 
just a civil revolutionar y war~ a s some people think, that 
was in the inter e st o f establishing genuin e independence for 
the p eo pIe 0 T his UJ a r I;J ~ S Li. i' 0 r I ; LIJ a 9 c; d a n d f i i 1 a n c e d m a i n 1 y b Y 
the Indians who are doing this for a n imoe r ialist reason. 
T think China knows much more 2 bout this than we do; I'm 
pre tty sur e the y k no 1}J UJ h n t's go i n g 0 n " And sot hey too k a 
position supp ort ' ng na n-interf e rence in Pe kistan's t e rritor­
ial :~ '. '~egrityo f;ll r e volutio:lary wsrs are not for the people. 
They can be led by opportu ~ ist3 who want to use the people, 
establish their ''' ' ~n r ul e in orrler to explo i t" And so we have 
to be careful in analyzing what is a ge nuine liberation war. 
This does not me a n that th e people don't ne e d liberat i on. But 
who is le a ding th e m, a nd wh e re. As for Ceylon, ] don't know 
anything a bout th at situation bu t ~ do hope if you invite 
another spe a ker, mo r e qu a lified th a n 1 : with mor e f a cts, that 
you will l:"ais e this ques t ion 21 ild get more inform3tion .. 

Q : 1S {; Or~OGP, rn Y PR ;'~ CT 1 C E D IN CH IN ? DO .- OU FEEL THE PR~CTICE 

OF MONOCA MY IS ANTI REV OLUT ION ARY IF ON E IS WORKING TO WARD A 
mORE COLLECTIV E OR SOCIALI S T SO CIETY? 

A: Monoga my is pr a cti~ed in Chinese soc i e ty. China used to 
have a poly gamo us society bGc a us e 0 7 f e ud a li3m ~ In many areas 
there were concubin e s. As f or my op iilion , wel1 7 I hold a pr e tty 
s t l' a n gpo sit. ion 7. ha t 0 n e man /0 ron e IJJ 0 m n r. ~ and vic eve r s (3 , 

ought to be enough This is m,:! poir.t of vi e t)J. I think there 
are a few women '}Jho 39,,(, 8e witi-: m e ~ (j r e w men, too. 

Q: DOES THE REVOLUT I ON RY SOCIALIST CONSCIOUSN ESS TO WHICH 
YOU AND SNOW SPEAK EXT END THROUGHOUT TH[ [ JTIRE COUNTRY? 
WH TTY PES 0 F :J N EVE N 0 EVE LOP !YI E ',! T E X 1ST BET uU E ENe I TIE S \. ;' I S - A -
V I S R U R A L ? HOW 0 lOY 0 L! L I V E , W HER [ 9 HOW IJJ I DE L V 0 I 0 VOL! T R VEL? 

n. ; Chi n a i sun r- ' ,'8 n :L Y , i e v 8 1 c p e d ,: 1 tIs Cl co u n try wit h man y 
nation~l minori t ies who live in the co a st a l a reas around the 
Northeast a nd in th e West in th i nly popul a ted a re a s e There are 
vast areas which are almost virgin territory, with people at 
v2rious l e VEls of development,. They Ul e r e once oppr e ssed not 
only by th e Han p e oo l e who a re t hE m j o ri t y nati o na lity, but 
by their own feud a l rulers ~ Whether i t's a question of the 
t y P 8 0 f 1 i f 8 t h 2 Y 1 e cl) a s p ~ s t 0 i' a .1. p . (J P I e , h e l' d s men 0 r w hat -
ever, here is un e ven de ve l op me nt just ~ s th e re is in ~ ll 
countries ~ In most co~ntriBs i ndust r y i s b a sic~ lly concentrated 
in one region, whel' ea s agricultur e is in C1 noth e r " With wneven 
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economic developm e nt, rev o lutiona ry c o nsciousn e ss is not uni­
form. e ven within Sh a ngh a i itself, which h a s lqng been an 
a dvanced industri a l city in China , e veryone is not at the 
sam e h i 9 h po l i tic a ll eve 1 0 1 t de p. J n d sup 0 n how m u c h the 
people study? how much they l ea rn s wh a t th e ir ba ckground is 
and what th e ir committment is. 1m sur e within this room, 
or among th ose living in the s a me hous e there is not the 
same lev e l of r e volutiona ry c o nsci o usness~ This is true 
among th e Chines e pe opl e a s well? though th e irs is wa y beyond 
ours. ItJs a continuing proc ess of he lping the slow to catch 
up, to become a dv a nced , It 1s going to t a ke time t o a chieve 
universality o f a high l e vel o f r vO:.'.Jtiona ry soci a list con­
sciousness anywhere~ 

f liv e d in Sh a ngh a i for ~ while. Tho Chines e had set 
aside sever a l floors in 3 big hot e l , for the hundr e ds or so 
foreigners, te a chers from Afric a , Eur ope a nd La tin America, 
who were teaching ma ny for ei gn l a ngu a ge s.. lJJe lived removed 
p h Y sic a 11 y from the Chi n £' s e by - a n d ~·l a r 9 e , though Chi n e s e 
occupied th e rem a ining fl oo rs of this ho tel. By th a t thime. 
Liu Sh a o-chli ha d introduced a p · · ~~cy in which ther e were no 
political crit e ri a 8 S to who should com ~ a s te a chers. Just 
1 e t Cl n y bod Y com e who wa n t e d to? .-' n d itt urn e d 0 u t h a vi n g so me 
negative f e8tures because a coupl e of e nemy a gonts a nd other 
questionabl e p e rsons c a me a s well a s peopl e who were genuinely 
interested in China a nd som e who were M8 rxist-Leninists. To 
avoid cert a in problems we were put t o r ~ ther where there wouldn't 
be a ny difficulty of c e ntr a lizing i nt e rpreters, a dministr a tive 
assist a nce, feeding, ~r ~ np o Tt a tion a nd o th e r such arrangements. 
If foreign e rs wer e ~ c ~t tered into individua l homes, they would 
need ~ndividual interpr ete rs on r ll occa sions, cooks, separate 
a rrangements for tr a nsp o rt a ti o n to come ba ck a nd forth to work, 
etc~, a nd so we l i v d th e re i n ~ kind o f a coll e ctiv e life. 
I - also liv e d in Pek ing, Whil e I w s th e r e , i worked 8 S a 
pol ish e r for 2gB. i n .9_.BQ~.igYl y a nd 1. i \/ e din El Chi n e sec 0 mp au n d , 
I had a sma ll a par t me nt th e re, certai nly more th a n adequate for 
a single p e rson , 2 nd much mo r c th a n - should ha ve ha d in view 
of the f a ct th e Chin e s e a ls o ha ve a housing pr o blem o I did not 
ha ve maid s e rvice a s '··a s p r o vid e d i n th e hot el., I we nt out 
i n tot he c o mp 0 u n d y 2l r d t o g 8 t my 0 l)J n h 0 L d r ink .i n g lva t er a n d 
did my own cle a ning. I ··. 1 80 ha d a kitc hen wh e r e I could do 
my own cc o king, o r c o ul d go t o a r estauran t ? 1 traveled 
fairly wid e ly t o many o f th e bi g citi es, but I didn't get to 
the Northe a st or any o f the min o rity a r ea s because the CUltural 
Re v 0 1 uti 0 n b r 0 k e 0 u t be f o r e l l e f t ~ . H 0 VJ eve r, 1 did ma k e the 
long trip through th e a r ea s u f th e Chingcha ng Mountains and 
visited Yena n, a s we ll a s Ta ch a i , t h e s it e o f th e f a mous 
model c ommun s . I e njoyo d i t 311 a nd l ea rn e d 8 lot~ 
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