



























































make them.” And so that kind of excess -- of damaging ox
destreoying -- tock place in scme cases.

Then there were a few cccasions when some arrogant
youth, thinking that they knew it all, would go into fac-
tories saying, "Why aren't you making revolution? UWe're
going to be the vanguarcd." They barged in and criticized
peaple without knowing whet the issues were and caused
difficulties. In some instances, vouth were utilized &s

provacataurs. A few insisted, "We ".nt ¢ - wc  here and
you must pzy us equal pay for our labor." But the youth
playzd a positive role. This is how Mao always estimates

things: £ELverything divides into two, Nothing is abso-
lutely perfect, nothing is absolutely bad, There is a seed
of something good in things that ave bad which mus?t be
extracted and propexly directed and used. At the same time,
nothing is wholly good. And so the contributions of the

Red Guards on an overall basis far exceeded the minor things
they did that were wrong. The encouragement of students to
travel extensively gave them for the first time a chance to
see their country, the diverse developments of various
regions, some exposure to rsality apart from their comfartable
l1ife of going to school, being fed, studying, and often

rote mouthing of phrases. And when they began to search
placcs, in many instznces they came across buried deeds to
property formerly owned by old landlords who anticipated

the return of Chiang Kai-shek and hoped to use these deeds
as ntoof to reclaim land they once ocwned. The youth came
across hidden Kuomintang flags, qold and silver that should
have been turned in, badges that had been given as avards

by the old regime. Their owners expected that one day the
formezn rulers were going to come back into power. These
discoveries were important. The Red Guards traveled around
and checked on guestionable people to find out their back-
grounds.

China is a vast country where communication and trans-
portaticn were nct of the best. And during the course of the
many wars ihich covered a long, long period, some landlerds
travelad from onz place to anotner, often claiming they were
of pcasant descent in order to escape punishment during land
reform and the problems inherent in thei: family background.
Some peoy even claimed that they were members of the Party.
Becaucze of the war situation, there was often 2 prcblem of
proof. When you're fighting, you can't always rmarry docu-
ments around with you., And sc the Red Guard pexzformed the
service of making investigations of people of whom they were
suspicious, of wvisiting the countryside or wherever such
persons were born or lived and checking up on them. They
unearthed a lot of information that was extremely valuable
to the country. So, in analysing their contributions, the
excesses were certalinly minor.

In every revolution, some people are killed, includ-
ing innccent onecs. This can't be avoided. Sometimes it's
a question of people settling old grievances that they'wve
had with each other. That must have happened during the
Civil War in the U.S. When our country bas another war. a
lot moie grievances are going to be settled that nobody can
control. Some have already said, "You're going to be my
man when the time comes." No matter what a Party decrees,
it cannot stop every such individual slaughter. The Pactty
can and must have a policy, but it cannot control the acts
of every individual,



Q: HOGW DIRECTLY ARE THE WISHES OF THE PEOPLE REFLECTED IN
THE DISCUSSIONS OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE?

A: This is a2 question involving the whole process of
democratic centralism. I think meetings are held to disruss
all important issues on a Party basis. Discussions on a local
basis are '2ported up through the regional or provincial
level up to the Central Committee, NAnd the people on the
Central Committee often themselves go around and make in-
vestigations. And so they keep in close touch with the
masses, thev know their thinking. Chairman Mao himself

made several tours of the ccuntry durinng the course of the
Revoluticn, He does not rely solely on reports from others,.
Incidentaliv, I'm sure I szw Chairman Mao, but didn't know
it at the time, one night when 1 was looking out my window
and he had come to Shanghai. His visit wasn't announced, of
course, because wherever he appears, he's immediately sur-
rounded by crowds. He had been traveling incognito in the
middle of the night, I was told. And he was gcing around
reading scme of those big posters that had been placed all
over the city, on the waslls, so that he could see for him-
self what opinions were being expressed. I saw someone who
looked like Chairman Mac., Later, after he had completed his
tour, I heard that it was that very night he was on that
street and it was urndoubtedly he I had seen.

I did have a chance to meet Premier Chou En-lai on
sever=1 nccasions, one of which was a birthday party which
was given for Anna Louise Strong.

Q: CUR INDUSTRIAL WORKERS HAVE BEEN DEHUMANIZED BY THEIR
WORK. HOW HAS CHINA BEEN ABLE TO OVERCOME THIS PROBLEM AND
YET INCREASE PRIDUCTIVITY?

A: One of the First things is that the Chinese wcrkers
know that society belongs to them. It's one thing if you
are werking for 2 boss under capitalism where he's sweating
you to death in order to make profit and another thing when
you cwn your own country and know that there are no big
people on top getting all the rewards. And so it's through
motivation, peolitical motivation, the desire to build one's
country because it's one's cwn, that impells pcople to work
hard. And it's not speed-up. In fact when I visited some
factories, said to myself, "It's amazing that the Chinese
produce so much., In comparison to the speed-up of workers
in America, they seem lazy, they'‘re slow, tiey're not even
working fast." There is none of that Charliie Chaplin motion,
seen in "Modern Times," but found on U.S. assembly lines.
Their work is paced. The Chinese love their workers; they
don't want to kill them. But when the need demands, through
political movivation, the people work wvery hard and fast.
I*m sure a1l of yvou have had many such experiences when a job
needs tc be deone. I you rezlly believe in it., you can put
in more tihan eight hours, you can put in more than twelve.
If need be, vou can put in tuwenty, It depends on the moti-
vatio». The Chinese are not dehumanized. They have some-
thing to fight and work for.

L=y

20



RRE GEVIRAL QUESTICNS ABOUT CHINA'S FOREIGN POLICY

Gz . THERER
ATICN ‘TO PAKISTAN, CEYLON AND OTHER COUNTRIES.

IN RELF

A: 1 am not competent to answer all of them, I'm sure, to the
satisfaction of everybody. Actually, I don't know all the ans-
ers. 1 do know what kind of principles China has. And I do
know on the question of Pakistan in particular, that China
believes in the territorial integrity of a country; that the
people of a country should resolve their own internal diffi-
culties, and "niould not have the intervention of anybody

else. That there are exploiters in West Pakistan, the Chinese
know. They live in Asia. They have diplomatic and other re-
lations with the rJakistani people and they know how to make

a class analysis of Dakistan's bOClLty ThPy also know there
ate opportunict. mobagt Pakistan whe want 8 atate state

so that they pan S,plQJt the population for thelr own ends.

I think that we've seen that the new Bergali State has come
into being through the irtervention of india. It was not

just a2 civil revolutionary war, as some people think, that

was in the interest of establishing genuine independence for
the people. This war was won, waged and financed mainly by
the Indians who are doing this for an imperislist reason.

I think China knows much more about this than we do; I'm
pretty sure they know what's qoing on. And so they took a
position suprorting non-interference in Pakistan's territor-

ial integrity. 71l revolutionary wars are not for the people.
They can be led by opportunists who want to use the people,
establish their »mn rule in order to exploit. And so we have

to be careful in analyzing what is 2 genuine liberation war.
This does not mean that the people don't need liberation. But
who is leading them, and where. As for Ceylon, 1 don't know
anything about that situation but ! do hope if you invite
another speaker, more qualified than I, with more facts, that
you will raise this question and get more information.

Q: IS TONOGAMY PRACTICED IN CHIN'? DO vOU FEEL THE PR"CTICE
OF MONOGAMY IS ANTI_REVOLUTIONARY [F ONE IS WORKING TOWARD A
MORE COLLECTIVE OR SOCIALIST SOCIETY?

A: Monogamy is practiced in Chinese scciety. China used to
have a polygamous socicty because of feudalism. In many areas
there were concubines. As for my opinion, well, I hold a pretty
strong position that one man Vor one woman, and vice versa,
ought to be enough. This is my point of view. I think there
are a few women who agree witih me, a few men, too.

Q: DOES THE REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST CONSCIOUSNESS TO WHICH

YOU AND SNOW SPEAK EXTEND THROUGHOUT THE CJTIRE COUNTRY?

WHAT TYPES OF UNEVEN DEVELOPMEXT EXIST BETWEEN CITIES VIS-A-
VIS RURAL? HOW DID YOU LIVE, K WHERE, HOW WIDELY DID YOU TR VEL?

A; China is un~venly -evelcped. It's a country with many
national minorities who live in the conastal areas around the
Northeast and in the West in thinly populzted areas. There are
vast areas which are almost virgin territory, with people at
vearious levels of development. They were once oppressed not
only by the Han reonle who are the majority pationality, but

by their own feudal rulers. Whether it's a question of the
type of life they led, as pastoral p ople, herdsmen or what-
ever, here is uneven development just as there is in =211
countries. In most countries industry is basically concentrated
in one region, whereas agriculture is in another. With uneven
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economic development, revolutionary consciousness is not uni-
form. Lven within Shanghai itself, which has long been an
advanced industrial city in China, everyone is not at the
same high political level. :t depends upon how much the
people study, how much they learn, what their background is
and what their committment is. {'m sure within this rocom,

or among those living in the same house there is not the

same level of revolutionary consciousness. JThis is true
among the Chinese people as well, though theirs is way beyond
ours. It's a continuing process of helping the slow to catch
up, to become advanced. It's going to take time to achieve
universality of a high level of revoiutionary socialist con-
sciousness anywhere.

lived in Shanghai for a while. The Chinese had set
aside several floors in a big hotel, for the hundreds or so
foreigners, teachers from Africa, Lurope and Latin America,
who were teaching many foreign languages. We lived removed
physically from the Chinese by-and-large, though Chinese
occupied the remaining floors of this hotel. By that thime.
Liu Shao-ch'i had introduced a p~ icy in which there were no
political criteria as to who should come as teachers. Just
let anybody come who wanted to, nd it turned out having some
negative features because a couple of enemy agents and other
questionable persons came as well as people who were genuinely
interested in China and some who were Marxist-Leninists. To
avoid certain problems we were put torether where there wouldn't
be any difficulty of centralizing interpreters, administrative
assistance, feeding, :ranportation and other such arrangements.
If foreigners were 2cattered into individual homes, they would
need individual interpreters on all occasions, cooks, separate
arrangements for transportation to come back and forth to work,
etc., and so we lived there in = kind of 2 collective life.
[.also lived in Peking. While I was there, . worked as a
paolisher for Peking Review, and lived in a Chinese compound.,
I had a small zpartment there, certainly more than adequate for
a single person, and much more than I should have had in view
of the fact the Chinese alsc have a housing problem, *1 did not
have maid service as ras provided in the hotel. I went out
into the compound yard to get my own hot drinking water and
did my cwn cleaning. I ~lso had a kitchen where I could do
my own ccoking, or I could go to a restaurant. [ traveled
fairly widely to many of the big cities, but I didn't get to
the Northeast or any of the minority areas because the Cultural
Revolution broke out befare 1 left. However, 1 did make the
long trip through the areas cof the Chingchang Mountains and
visited Yenan, as well as Tachai, the site of the fFamous
medel commune. [ enjoyed it all and learned a lot.
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