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The senTlon l'.'hic!l I ar.i preachin[ this mornin{, in a sense is not the usual kind 

of scn:1ol1, but it is a sennon on em i~)ortant suhject nevertheless. It is v8ry 

lIDcustoraary for me to read a semon. I usually pread1 Hithout a nMuscript; but 

to be sure that I say exactly \·:hat I liant to 'Say this J!1onlin~, I at;t [!oing to 

read my nessaRe and I ask for your tmdi videJ attention because the issue that 

I will be discussin£! today is one of the Most controvcrsial issues confronting 

our nation. I am using as Cl subj ect from \·lhic.~ to preach;. "L~l)" I AJT'a Oylposed to 

thc Har in Viet H~~l ,JOli let Tile r.take it clear in the bc?,inning that I sec this 

\'lar as an W19llS 1] evil and futile \Var. Noboc.1y must cOr.1pare it ,·.,ri th the Second 
-... 

h'orld Har, for instancc. I happen to be a pacifaist. But if I had confronted the -
call to serve in mil tar)" servicc in a \Var against Hi tlcr, I believe that I lo.'outlc.1 

have probably tenporarily sacrificed my paciftitisr.t because IIi tIer Has such an -
evil force in histOIY. 

Rut there is nothing like this. iIi the situation in Viet Nal!1and I call 

for your attention as I try to set forth My thesis. I would like to use three 

Bibilical texts as the hasis for our thinkin~ topethcr -- tlyO of lv"hich are found 

in the Old Testament (L'T}d one fOl.li"ld in the t~e,.,: Testcunent. In the Ten CommaJlcbnents 

"le read "Thou shall not kill.)! In the second dlapter of the Book of Isaiah, \tiC 

'( '?i r;;,.:;.~ :.:.r~~ 
read "They shall beat fast swords into !?~I!£Jl;~ and their spears into pnull1ing 

hooks. J\nd nations shall not lti!ft up s't!ords agains t nations,M'ei ther shall they 
~... ~1, ?,- ... I~~ 

study \~ar any more:;~ Then turning to the Hew Testament'1the p~ bile EPistle __ 

we read these \vorOs:. "Do not be deceIved" - - ~n other "lOrUs don't be foole<.l 

about it -- "God is not f:1OckcliJ; 1'lhatsoever a nnn sOl·;eth, that shell he also reap. II 

I preach to Xyou today on the \-lar in Vietnam because my conscience leaves 

me ,·lith no other choice. lhe time' has come for Amcricti to hear the truth about 

this tragic ,·:ar. In international conflicts t.~e truth is hard to come by because 

most nations are deceived about thenselves. 

\ " 
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Rationalization and the incessant search for scapcg,oats arc the ps),cholo[!ical 
" f(cY~ 

cataracts that blindc us to our s..ns. nut the day h~!:or sU!1erficial patriotism. 

He \c/ho lives \·lith tmtruth lives in .spiritual slavery. Freedom is still the bonus 

we receive for knOlving t.h.e truth. "Ye shall knOl'; the truttt~ said Jesus, "and 

the truth shall set you frect'i xl::xronc 

I have dlosen to prcadl about the \lar in Vie 01 am hecause I agree ,·:i th Dante 

that the hottest places in Hell are reserved for thosEJ \'.'ho in a nerioc.1 of moral 

crisi; maintained their neutrality. 111cre comes :l time '-then silence is betrayal. 

TIle truth of these ''lords is beyond doubt, but the t1iss:i:on to which they call us 
/" 

is a most difficult one • even \.;hen pressed by the der:1ands of intertruth men do not 

easily assume the task of opposinr. their ~overnment' s poliC)) especially in the time 

of \'lar. Nor does the human spi ri t move \\1i thout great difficulty against all the 

apathy of comfonnist thought ,..,ithin one~ O\·m bosom,afld then the surrotmding \'lorld. 

!-!areover, when the issues at hand seem as ~lexin~ as they often do in the case 
,..I' 

of this dreadful comfldct, ,,'e are ahvays on the verre of being mesmerizetl by 

tmccrtaini ty • But ,~e MUst move on. Sone of us \-.rho have already begun to break the 

silence of the night have fotmd that the calling to speak is often a vocation 

of agony -- but '-Ie must speak. lIe nust speak ,·.[i th n.11 the hur.ility that is 

approllriate to our limited vision, but \ve must speak. l\nd \ .. 'e must rej oice as well; 
41_-Ci., ,' .... 

for in all our histery t.here has never been A monmental dissent during a ,-:ar by 

the J\merican ~eo]1le. Polls reveal that alr.1ost fifteen Million I\r.lericarls e:x."'Dlicitly 

opposed the 'var in Vietnam. 'Antiitional millions carl not bring themselves around to 
,oJ 

support it. And even those nillions ",'ho do support the war half-hearted, confused, 

and doubt ridden, this reveals that l!lillions have chosen to move beyond the 
p .. Jy, "t~·:;y-,r. . . • .. 

!1rophesying the smooth! 1 :: mm to the !llgn f,roUJlcls of conflnned dlssent based 

u~on the mandates of conscience antI the reaciinr. of history. Onc of the difficulties 

in speaking out 'today r,rO\vs out of the fact that there are those "lno are seeking 

to cquate dissent \'lith disloY2.1ty. It is a dark da~" in our nation \-,rhen. 1hi~h level 

~· ... ut'!10~1· ~l' es 1.·.·'1· 11 C:;~~';'. to llS~ ~\rc-.. - -et'11o r1 to C:;]. -1~~"" cll." esent '-'\-en t'ne T01 ...... t 1'od of :' : ... - ____ • ...:-:: '_"-"':': ~~, ,. ~~ •• , •• ~~ - I •• ~ I. 
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bringing r..cneral i\.rcstr.1O~3l1G hack to the United States in order to dcvelo~ enou~l 

$entirnent and consensus to further escalate the '~ar in Vietnar.l and silence those 

\-/ho are speal~ing out against it. SOMething is happeninr. ,,,"hen people are not 

going to be silenced. 
C,~ "11~ l·l.J:( .. ~{ 

\1e had a march just a fe\" ,~ceks ago ,·!here several spoke -- Stokely -bafflichale (3p}. 

and I spoke there. The press \Vent out of the wny to try to r.1ake it appear that 

there ,,,"ere only one hun<1red and tHcnty five thousand and_ anybody 1vho knOl!S figures 

realize that there \..rere hctl'Teen four hundred nnd five hundred thousand peoTllc at 

that narch -- !1rotesting the war in Vietbar.l. ?~Oh' the Anerican Le[!ion uid not like 

that number so they decided that they'would have a march to anSl'/cr our T:1arch and they 

had it yesterday in Ne,., York City and they said they ,.,ould have a million. The Ne\·! 

York Tir.tes revealed this morning thQ~ they were doing very ,,,ell if they had seven 

thousand,t. The citizens are not going to be silenceu. TIle truth must be told, and I 

say that those ,.,ho are seel:ing to Jilake it appear that anyone "'ho opposf}4 the war 

in Vietnam is a fool/ or a traitor" or an eneT!l)' of our soliders is the person "/ho is 

taking a stand against the best in our tradition. Yes, He rust stand and \-:e 

must speak. 

Over the past tHO years as I have moved to break the hetrayal of Y.1Y O~·.'Il 

silences and to speak froD the buminrs of To'l)' Oh'n heal't -- as I have called for 

radical departures from the destruction of Vietnan, many persons have questioned me 

about the 'visdom of t:1Y path. At the heart of their concern, this query has often loomed 

large and loud:"l'lhy are you s'!1cal~ing about the , ... ar, D V. King~~'~lY are you joining 

the voices of dissent?" "Peace and e.i.vil rights don' t mix:.!~ they say. .t1nu ,·,-hen 

I hear them, though I often understand the source of their conccv: Ij neverthc;1es5 
~ 

am greatly saddened that such questions r.1ean that the inquirers have not really kno\\TI 

me ) ~ my commi tJilen~ or my calling. Tney seem to forBet that before I Has a Civil 

Pj,ghts leader, I 3l1s\·:ered ~ call and ,,-hen God speaks, ,·,ho can hut prophesy. I ans\'!ereG. 

a call "/hich left the spi ri t of the ~rcl u!10n me and ninointecl me to preach the ~os!'~. 
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And during the early clays of r:ly ministry, I read the Apostle Paul saying, "be not 

confonned to this \Vorld, but be ye transfonned by the renewing of the r.J.ncls." I 

decided then that I \ ... as going to tell the truth as God revealed it to me. :···Jo 

matter hm., many people disagrecu \{i th ne, I decided that I was going to tell the 

truth. I think that all too Many preachers, Hhi te nnd black alike, find themselves 

courting the yoke of confonnit)~-seduced by the success ~Tlhols of the ,-/orld. l·te 

have too often measured our achievement by the size of our parsonage or the size 

of the uheel base of our auiTomobiles. ~:c, as preachers, have too often hecome 
( __ ,; j;(_ ... _~ I .. I 

shm'Vr.lCn to please the whims and caprices of the people. He preach competent 

semons and avoid saying anything from our pulpits which might disturb the 

respectable vie\ ... s of the comfortable l:temhers of our congregation. We r.ri.nisters 

of Jesus Christ sacrifice truth on the alta.r of self-interest, and like ""= P,'/.dJl, 

yield" our convictions to the demands of the crOl~d. OOl\X 

In his essay on "Self P.fliance~~' Emerson 'irote: "Who so Hill be a man rust 
\ . 

be a non-confomist~.~\ TIle Anostle Paul reminds us that ,M({~ so ",ill be a Chriltian 

must also be a non -confornis~:-~ Aj'1d so this noming I speak to vou on this issue 

'" for I an detemined to take the Gosptle seriously. And I COI"!lC this mominr. to Ii!)T 

pulni t to mal~e a passionate plea to my beloved nation. TIlis semon is not addressed 

to Hanoi or to the j\Jational Liberation Front. I t is not a.ddressell to Cl1ina or to 

Russia; nor is it an attempt to overlook the anbiguity of the total situation ~d 

the need for collective solution to the tragedy of Vietnar:1. l'lei ther is it an 

attempt to nake :'Jorth Vietnam or the :Jational Liberation Front paragons of virtue5; 

nor to overlook the role they must rlny in a successful resolution of the nroblerr.. 

This ~ornL"'1e, ho",ever, I "'ish not to s!,eak \do th Hanoi and the J··Iational Liberation 

Front but rather to ny fellO\o! !\nericans, '-7110 bear the r.reatest responsibility in 

ending the conflict that has exacted a heavy price on both continents. 
,d,L\ 

~.~' 



:'Io,': since I atl a preacher by calling, I su~pose that it is not surprising thot 
;> 

I have seven major reasons for bringinr Vietnam into the field of ~,1' moral vision • .. -
There is at the outset a very ohvious and nlnost facile cOJUlection between the war 

in Vietnar.1 and the stru,qgle I ana other!' have been \:a,~~ing in Ar.lCrica. A fe\v yenrs 
......... 

aro , there ,','as n shinfinr. r.lOPlent in that strug;Rle. It see!:\S as if there was a real -
prolllse of hope for the poor, both blac1~ nnd ",'hi te, thro\1~h the poverty ;>r0f-rru;l. 

There llere e:q1eriments, hopes, a nclV be~irmin?. Then caT;le the build-up in Vietnam 

and I watched the nrogram broken as if it ,",'as some iille political nlavthinr- -- our 
4 fo. _ ... ~ &.J 

society gone made on \'lar -- and I kne\-l that .. '\me-rica ,·!ould never invest the necessary 

ItLY}ds or enr.eries in rehabili tion of its poor so long as II ventures like Vietnam 

continued to drahT ren and skills and money like some ~ demonic# destructive 

suction tube. You may not knOl'/ it, Dy friends, but it is estimated that ~ "le spend 

fi ve hWldred thousand dollars to kill eadl eneMY solider \'1hile "/e spend only fifty 

three dollars for each~ person classif1ed as poor; and much of that fifty three dollars 

goes ~or salaries to peo~')le "'ho are not poor. So I was increasingly co~elled to 
~~,.~ vt;·\. ~'~ 

see t:J*'i '(:!tS as an eP.\eay of the poor and attacked it as such. 

Perhaps the more tragic recognition of relli t), to a T'lnce ",hen it hecaP.1e clear to 

me thnt the Nar "ms doing fnr ]:~orc tharpvastating the ho})es of the poor at home, 

it ,.,ras sending their sons and their brothers and their husbands to fipht and die in 

extraordinary high proportions relative to tIle rest of the population. ~ .. re lVere taking 

the black yotmg nen \'1110 had been cri'!Jpled by society and sending them eight thous?J1d 

r.ri.les alvay to gunrantee liherties in South East Asia Hhich they had not found in South~ 
I. .. ,; 

/fest Georgia, and East Harlem. Se "le haee been ~ repeatedly faced h'ith a cTIlel 

irony of Hatching Negro and \.;hi te boys on TV screens as they kill and die together for 

a nation that has been Wlable to seat them together in the same school roon. So He 
lv.1-s 

\vatch t.1)em in brutal solidari ty burn.ain~ the J Ii E of a ;"loor village; but ~'!e realize -r 
that they l.,rould hardtuy live on the same block in Chicago or Atlanta. I could not 

"-' 

be silent in the face of such cnlel maninulation of the naor. ~~~' 
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ny third reason moves to an even deeper level of awareness for it grows out 

of r.1)' experience in the 'ghettoes of the ~Jorth over the] ast three years; especially 

the last three sur.uncrs. As I have \vall~ed anonr; the desPQ~ate, rejected, and 

angry young men, I have told theFI that r!olotov cocktails and rifles \'iill not solve 

their problems. I have tried to offer them my deepest compassion \·.rhile maintaining 

my conviction that social change comes nost r.tecmingfully through nonviolent action. 

Rut they ask, and rightly so, "h~lat about Vietncun?" They ask if our Olm nation 

\ ... asn't using rnassi ve dosage of violence to solve its 7'robJeTT's? To brinr, about the 

changes it wanted? And the i r questions hi t ho~e and I Imel~ that I could never again 

raise my voice against the violecne of the oppressed in the ghettoes without having 

first spoken clearly to the ereatest purveyor of violence in the \.forld today -- my 

oNn govenuncnt. For the sake of those boys, for the sake of this government, for 
t\;\.\1"~~'t... :-: 

the sake of the hWldred" thousands trel:1bling under our violence, I cannot be silent. 

It's' been a lot of applauding over the last fel'; years. They have applauded OUT 

total raoverncnt and they have applauded no. :'\merica and mos t of its neh's!1nrers a'Uplaudet! 

me in r-Jontgorery. I stood hefore t!lousancP of :!egroes ~etting ready to riot ",hen 
in 1/"; 

my ho,ne \~as bombed and said, 'J-ie can't llo it this l.:a~{?~\ TIley applauded us in the 

sit-in-novement ,·:ncn \"e nonviolently decided to sit in at lunch counters. TIley 

aT'plauded us on the freedon rides ,·:hen ~"e accepteu blm·.rs Hi t!lout retaliation. The~' 

r>raised us in Albany and Di nilingli:1!!l, and Selna, JUah3J:la. 011, the press 'vas so noble 
.1 

in its applau.c\6, and so noble in its praise ',Then I "!ould say/'fJe nonviolent tOl'/ard 
/ 1 ., 

, ;} II 
Bull COlUlcr; ",'hen I ,",ould sa)) be nonviolent to\'!ard Jiro Clarl~. There is something 

strangitly inconsistent about a nation and a press that ,..,oulc.l praise you l',Then you s~~ 
If, I -- /' 

be nonviolent to\vard ..Tim Clark~but ":ill curse and dam you h'hen you .~~ ~ nonviolent 

tOiiard little brO\'m Vietna;neese children! I' There is sonethinp, ".''Tong Hi th that 1')ress! 
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And t. EI} e as if the \'!cisht of suel a conr.u tnent to the life and health of 

A"erica l:as not enough, another burden of res~onsihi1tty Has placed upon ne in 1964. 

I ClL"'1l10t forget the ?'~ohe I Pence !'rize h~rl5 not just somethin ~ takin? ,lace, but it 

\';?s a comr.d.ssion -- a cOTiUi1ission to l.;ork hnrder thru1 I had ever ,,,orJ.:eti before xx for 

the ~rotherhood of nan. This is a calling that takes t1C beyond the nation:11 

allegiances but even if it "ere ;tot present, I '''QuId yet have to live l"ith the 

rne3Jlinr. of my commitment to the ministry of .Tesus Christ. To me, the relationship 

of this J!"tinistry to the nal~inr, of nence is so obvious t!Ult I so:actir:lcs r:.anrel at 
:~ 

those l'lho ask nc \'!hy I an spcakinz a1tnst the ,.'ar. Could it be that the)' co not 

kno\oJ that the gooc.1 nCl.'S ,·:as D.en.Tlt [or all men' -- the cOITO!1tmists, the capitalists, 

for their¢ chikdren and ours, for hlack and Nhite, for revoltmtionary and conservative? 

!-lave they for!jotten that ny flinistT), is in obedience to the One Hho loved I lis enemies 

so fully that lle uied for then? ~nl~t then can I say to the Vietcong, or to Castro, 
t h (\. •. J<."" 

or to Hao as a fai tIlful ninister to Jesus Christ? !'J":l I to .b=eath8R then ,,,i th death or 

must I not share Nith then r.1Y life? 

Finally, I nust he trJe to ny conviction that I sh<lrc \\'i th nIl rlcn the calling to 

be a son of the living GOtl. Beyond the calling of race or nation or creed is this 

vocation of sonship and brotherhood. j\nu because I helievc that the Father is deeply 

concerned especially for his suffering nnd helpless anc1 outcast chiltlren, I cor.le 

today to speak for ther.1. ..'.riel ClS I ponder the nadness of VictnaP1 and search \';i thin 

j:1)rsief for "jays to understa.nd and respond in cO!11passion, my mind ~oes constantly to the 
)1::; 1" 

people of that peninsula. I speak not no\'! of the sdii{lers of each side, ~ of 
SO.\5i.··· liM 

the mil tary gOVCTI1Ji1~f" m~..i~ but sinply of the 11eO}1le ,,~ho have been under the 
-\- (; (' 

curse of war l·,ith alnost three continuous decades nm·.'. I think of them, too, because 

it is clear to next that there will be no r.leaningful solution until some atter.l!lt 

is wade to }JlO1'.' these people C'md hear :troD: their broken cry. ~. ~·~OH, let r.1e tell 

you the truth about it. They rust see the .!\r.1ericnns as stran~e liberators. You 

rehlizc that the ~ 'lietnar.:ese 71cople ~rocln.imed their 0\'.'11 inde~1endencc in 1945 

after a conbined French and J Cl71:mcse occu!1ation. j\nd incidently, this Has before the 
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Cor:u:ru.nist revolution in a·lina • TIley 'tere led hy ijGeia~ T~lis 1S a little mm','ll 

...)..it1t\ 

fact' tIIId these peo~le declared themselves indepenJent in 1945) they '1uated our ;-

Ieclaration of Independence in their dOCtl::lent of frccuom! Yet, our goverrlr.lent 

refused to recognize ther.:. President Tuman said they Here not ready for indepenuence. 

So He fell victir.l as a nation at tl-tat time of the same deadly arrogance that has 

poisoned the international situation for all of these years. France then set out to 

reconquer its fanner colony and they fought eight, lonl~, hard, brutal years trying 

to reconquer Vietnam. You knolv \-/ho helpeu France? It l'lC'C'S the United States of 

America. It crone to the point that \Ve Here meeting nOTe than so~ of the l.;ar costs 

and even "lhen France started despai ring of its reckless actions, we did not! And 

in 1954, a conference was called at Geneva and an agreernent ,·:as reached because 
D.t.~", (;;i: ... ?h"". 

France had been defeated at heine heih,:;, =1!dalM; A,~d even after that and even after 

the Geneva Accord, "/e did not stop. j'!e rust face the sad fact that our government 

sought in a real sense to SUD sahotage the Geneva Accord. 

1iell, after the !1tench were defeated it looked as if independence and land 

reforn ",auld come through the Geneva a~reer:1ent. TIut instead the Uni ted States c~le 
'''' t:. ;"i /J" ',,-

and started supnorting a cB;af1 nar.led ~ierl \'1ho turned out to be nne of the Fc9th ruthless 

dictators in the history of the ,';orld. ilc set out to silence all opposi tione 

people Here brutally murdered r.1erely hecause they raised their voices against the brutal 

policies of Dien. The peasants '-latched and cringeu as 71icm ruthlessly rooted out all 

opposition. The neasants Hatched as all of this '-las presided over by the United 

States influence and then by increasing nl..ltlbers of Ug,i ted States troops Nho carne to help 

quell the insurgency that Diem methoUs had arollised. \\l1en Dien Has overthrown, tl{ey 
"-' --( ,- t 1 td-C It'-) '" I i ~ -

may have been happy but the long lines of miltary c1ictarships seem to offer no real 

change, especially in tems of their need for land nnd peace. And Hho are , .. 'e sUl?port-
r 

(1')'( ,... 

L~g no",' in Vietnaj1 today? I t is a !'Taf1 bv the na':1e of General ;~y ,·!ho fought ,·ti th t:le 

rre~1c!1 a.~ainst :-ds mm l'"leonle an(~ \·::10 saic: on or..c occ~sicn t~lat the ~rcatest ~cro 

of ~1is life Has : Ii tIer. This is i:;10 L'e ~rc 5U-;T'jcrtin~ in Victna':1 today! Our ?overn-

nent Lll1l~ the Dress ;,:enerall:" i,TOB' t tell ~s these t:lin;,s, but -'"';oc tole =:1C to tell you 
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ihcreascu our true cOirn tnent~ in the sm:)ort of ~overru"!ents \·:hich ,'.'ere sinzularly 

corru~t, ine'!"t, and \.:i thout Tlo?ular sU;"!10rt; DJ1U all the uhile the r'cople read our 

leaflets aJld receiveJ regular pronises of ryeacc ancl democracy and latH.: refom. :\CY.'~ 

they L~ langJish under our bOr.lbs :mc1 consider us) not their £ellO\; Vietnar:1ese, 

the real ener.1Y'. They nove sauly alld anatheticallY as ".'e heru ther.1 off the land of 

their fathers in the concentration Ca:·.~:1S ,·:here' nininal socirrl needs are rarely net. 

TIley iknOl'.' they rust i!1ove or be t.lcstroycd by our bO;-lhs; so they '!.0j primarilYM 

Homen and dlildren a.1)d the a~ec. TIley llatch u..c; \Ve poison their \,'ater; as "Ie ldll 

a nillion acres of their corps; they must \'leep as the bulldozers roar throur,h their 

areas preparing to destroy precious trees. TItey llander into the tOl'ms and see 

thousands of children homeless, Hithout clothes, running in packs on the streets 

like animals; they see the children degraded hy our 5o~i\Iers as they beg for food; 

they see the children selling their sisters to our saJ.lluers -- smlicitinr. for 

thei r mothers. 

and the village. 

l'!e have destroyed their teo most dlerished institutions -- the family 
c. r(J f S. 

~~le have destroyed their land aTld their fAi""C?S\o ':;!c have cooperatell 

in the crusllin~ of the nation:)only non-col:!.':'!unis t revolutionary roli tical force -­

the United BUd$st Olurch. :!e have supported the cner.ri.es of the re,~ts of Si~:gon. 
lie have corrur>ted their ,:onen ane! children and l~illed their men. \','lat strange 

liberators He are! Urn·: there is Ii ttle ~ left to build on save bitterness. 
~ /s (?) 

Perha!"s/j more difficult but no less necessary task but to speak for those ",ho have 

heen designated as our ener.1ies. lJhat of the i<ational Liberation f.ront, that 

strangely anonymous group \Ie call V. C. or CoTJr.1ies? 1'i11at nust they think of us in 
(. .-",i; ~ tr 

Aa"11crica Hhen they realize that \','e remitted the repression and gl ~of DieD 

,"hich helped to bring them into being as a resistnnce group in the South? ~';hat do 

they think of our condoning the violence \,,'hich led to their taking up of arms? 
j v' .... tJ 

Surely He nust tmderstClJ,d their feelings ~ if He can not condone their actions. 

Surely \-Ie must see that the nen \~e sunported pressed then to their violence. tlere is 

the tnle r.leaning and value of conr>nssion ctl1d nonviolence. 1·;hen it heIrs us to sec the 

~x enemy' s point of vieh·; to l1car 11i.3 questions, to ]:nO\-l his assessr.:ent of 
(" 

--r(';: h 
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Ani/if we are mature we may learn and grow and profit from the wisdom of the brothers who 

were called the opposition. So, too, with Hanoi -- in the North where our bombs now 

f\1 ~ t'U.~ 

humble the land and o~ndanger the water waves we are met by a deep but 

understandable mistrust. To speak for them is to explain this lack of confidence in 

Western words and especially their distrust of America's :mtt intentions now. In Hanoi 

are the men who led the nation to independence against the Japanese and the French} 

IV. t.1"\.. 

~ who sought membership in the French Commonwealth and were betrayed by the weakness 

of Paris and the will.fulness of the colonial army. It was they who led a second struggle against 

French donomination at tremendous cost and they were persuaded to give up the land they 

controlled between the 13th and 17th parallel as a temporary measure at Geneva. After 1954 

they watched us conspire with Diem to prevent elections which would 1*8- surely have 

~~Chi~ 
brough ~ D~ 0 power over a Unit.ed Vietnam. And they realized that they had been 

betrayed again. When we ask why they do not leap to negotiage, these things must be 

remembered. Also it must be clear that the leaders of Hanoi considered the presence of 

American troops in support of the Diem regime to have been the initial military breach of 

the Geneva Agreements concerning foreign troops. It is necessary to know that they did not 

begin to send in any XJeliIX large number of supplies or men until the American il:m forces 

had moved into the tens of thousands. 

At this pOint, I should make it clear that while I have tried in these last moments to give 

a voice to the vtj,(jceless of Vietnam and to understand the arguments of those who are called 

enemy, I am deeply concerned about our own troops. I am as concerned about them as 

ff\.<.~f-
anything else -- for it occurs to ~hat we are submitting then1 to in Vietnan1 is not simply 

the brutalizing process that goes on in any war \vhere armies face each other and seek to 

destroy, we are adding cynicism to the process of daath. For they must know after a short peri< 

there that none of the things we clain1 to be fighting for are really involved. Before long they 
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more sophisticated surely must realize that we are on the side of the wealthy and the secure 

while we create a hell for the poor. The other thing that we must face as a people -- we are 

put in the terrible situation of having to go and do battle and fight and kill. colored people 

and poor people who are in the very same situation that we find ourselves in today. Somehow 

this madness must cease -- we mustx stop now! I speak as a child of God, a brother to the 

suffering poor in Vietnam. I speak for those whose land is being laid waste, whose homes 

are being destroyed, whose culture is being subverted. I speak for the poor of America, 

who are paying the double price of smashed hopes at horne 3.!!d death and corruption in 

Vietnam. I speak for the thousancfta.nd thousan91Of n10thers of our land who must see their 

sons go off to fight an ill considered, WljUSt war, trembling at every momen~not knowing 

what will happen to them. I speak for all of our boys on he battle field and the millions of 

promising young men who must make decisions today; and those who say that we are 

enemies of the sOl!jqers in Vietna~ I say, that those of us who are opposing the war are their 

best friends for what we are saying in substance is that it is time for our boys to corne back 

horne! It is time for them to be able to grow up in a world of nobility and a world of promise --

and not have to give all of their days to something as negative as the killing process. The 

world now demands a maturity of America that we may not be able to achieve; demands that we 

admit that we have been wrong from the begirming of our adventure in Vietnam; that we have 

, 
been detrimental to the life of the Vietnamese people. The situation is one in which we must 

be ready to turn sharply from our present ways. The New Testament says, "repent{:y.] It is time 1 

America,{ to repent now. The Kingdom of God is at hand. 

\Ve in the churches have a continuous task while we urge our government to ~ 

Ni~ disengage itself from a disgraceful commitment. We must continue to raise 

our voices and our lives if our nation persists in its perverse ways in Vietnam. We must be 

prepared to match action with words by seeking out every creative means of protest possible. 
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And as we counsel yOWlg men concerning miltary service, we must clarify for them our 

nation's role in Vietnam and challenge them with the alternative of conscientious objection. 

And I say this morning, that it is my hope that every young man in this country who finds this 

war objectionable and abominable and unjust, file as a conscientious objector. No m:ater 

matter what you think of Mr. Muhammad Ali's religion, you certain have to admire his courage! 

For, here is a young man willing to give up fame, if necessary, willing to give up millions 

of dollars in order to stand up for what conscience tells him is right. It seems that I can 

hear the voice crying out through all the eternities saying ·to him this morning "Blessed 

are ye when men shall persecute you and shall call you all manner of evil for xXbbe 

righteousnesJ sake; rejoice and be exceedingly glad for great is your reward." This we 

must see and move on in the days ahead. 

Now let me move on and say just two or three other things. We must not merely end 

with the concern about Vietnam. For I am reminded that Vietnam -- that conflict and our 

, 
ttnvolvement happens to be symptomatic of a deeper malady in the American spirit. In 1957, 

a sensitive American official. overseas said that it seemed to him that our nation was on the 

wrong side of a world revolution. ~ Increasingly by choice or by accident, this is the role 

our nation has taken} -the role of those who make peaceful revolutions impossiblei by 

refusing to give up the privileges and pleasures that come. from the immense profits of 

overseas investments. I am convinced that if we are to get on the right side of the world 

revolution we as a nation must undergo a radical revolution of values. Vie must rapidly begin to 

shift from a "thing" orientated society to a "person" orientated societl,,~ ~en machines and 

computers and profit motive and property rights are considered more important than people . 
.I 

he giantf triplets of racism, militarism, and economic exploitation are incapable of being 

conquered. A true revolution of values will soon cause us to question the fairness and justice 

of many of our present policies. On the one hand we are called to play the Good Samaritan 
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on We ~adside, but that will be only an initial act. One day we must corre to see that the 

whole Jericho road must be changed so that men and women must not be constantly beaten and 

robbed as they make their journey on life's highway. True compassion is more than slinging a co 

to a beggar. A true Jf revolution of values will soon look uneasily on the glaring contrast of 

poverty and wealth with~ righteous" indignation. It will look across tre seas and see 

individual 2!" capitalist%! the West invest in huge sunlS of money in ASia, Africa and 

South America only to take the profits out with no concern for the social betternment of 

IliA the countries, and say. "this is not iust\7il It will look at ol!!'° allegiance with the 

1f!JJ--..,landed j!jentpr of Latin America and say, ''this is not iUStlJV Western arrogance of feeling 

that it has everything to teach others and nothing to learn from them is not just. A true 

revolution of values will lay hands on the world order and say of war, ''this way of settling 

differences is not just." This business of burning human beings with naplam and filling 

fD;h.-..;;,.....v_ 
our nationfs homes with orphans and widows and injecting pOisons drugs of hate into the 

veins of people normally humane; of sending men home fronl dark and bloody battlefields 
c~ 

physically handicapped and KJi1 psychologically deranged a:nd not be reconciltwith ~ 

wisdom, justice and love. A nation that continues year after year to spend more nloney on 

military defeJl4,e than on programs of social uplift is approaching spiritual death. Oh, my , 
·t 

friends, if there is anymre one thing that we must see XkEHsl today
1
is that these are 

revolutionary times. All over the globe men are revolting against old systems of 

exploitation and oppression. And out of the wombs of a frail world,:a new systems of.justice 

and equality are being born. The shirtless and the barefoot people of the world are rising 

up as never before. The people who sat in darkness have seen a greatiidk light. They are 

saying unconsciously as we say in one of our freedom songs) ~ "Aint Gonna Let Nobody 
/A~'" 

Turn Me A.:!!lJ!lB~ It is a sad fact that because of con1fort, complacency, a morbid fear 

of communism and our proneness to adjust to injustice, the \\7estern nations that initiated 
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anti-revoluntionaries. This has driven :r.ueamany to feel that only Mal 15 III has a revoluntary 

spirit. And, therefore, communism is a judgment against our failure to make democracy real 

./" 

and follow through on the revolUlltions that we initiated. Our only hope today lies in our 
--' 

ability to recapture the revoluntionary spirit and go out into a sometimes hostile world 

declaring eternal hostility to poverty, racism, and militarism. With this powerful commitment, 

we shall boldly challenge the status quq; we shall boldly challenge mm: unjust mores and 

thereby speed up the day when every valley shall be exaltecl and every mountain and hill 

J·/~I.\('?) 
shall be XJUtmi.e made low; the rough places shall be made.plane and the crooked places 

straight; the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together. A 

pBi1x genuine it revolution of values means in the final analysis that our loyalities must 

become ecumenical rather than sectional. Every nation must now develop an overriding 

loyalty -- mankind as a whole -- in order to p~erve the best in their individual societies. 

This calls for a world-wide fellowship that lifts the neighborly concern beyond Im.RX onels 

tribe, race, class and nation. It is in reality a a: call for all-embracing unconditional 

love for all men. This oft misunderstood and miSinterpreted concept so readily dismissed 
7 . 

by the niches of the world as a weak and cowardly force, has now become an absolute 

necessity for the survivial of mankind. When I speak ofn love, I am not speaking of some XRaw 

sentimental and weak response. I am speaking of that force which all of the great religions 

have seen as the supreme unifying principle of life. Love is somehow the key that unlocks= 
1.1\~~ 

the door which leds to ultimate reality. This Hindu, l\it:1silml5~ Christian, Jewish, Buddhist 

belief about ultimate reality is beautifully summed up in the first Epistle of John: IILet us 

-
love another, for God is Love. at Everyone that love the thorne of God and knowest God. He 

. ---_. '. ------ -------

that lovest not, knowest not God. 'For God is love. If we love one another, God ~ ~ 
Ilj/ 

dwellth in us~ and his love is perfected in us. '((Let Ine say fintlftJT-m&E I 6 13}3SS0 ~ 

\ 
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that lift s the neighborly\concern beyond on~s tribe, race, class and m tion . It is in reality 
\. ... \... 
uncondition love 'for all men. This oft misunderstood and mis 

.niches cowardly 
pt so readily dismissed by the ~ of the world as a w~~ and ~ 

\ / 

force ~ now heco an abs~i~te neo'essity for the survivial of mankind. When I speak 
J, / 
I. t . 

of love, I am not speaking of so se timental and weak response. I am speaking of that 
.I 

force which all of the great religioJ li~ ~n as the supreme Wlifying principle of life. 

Love is somehow the key ~LocJ the ~~h leds to.uitimate reality. This Hindu, 

Mosilms, ~ Christian J 'Sh;~d~ist belie b~m!le reality is bea1Utifui ;Burned 

up in the first Epist1!:--Of';r ::'kt u love another, ad is ~~yone that love 
~ .~ 

,the thO:~~ and knowest not God. For "Gad is love. 
~ - , ~ 

.... I T - ... ~ - '. ~ • -perfieted ~l1~::'I;et~ay 
. l-'~--- ~~ .-L ;r-J'-. , • ...;-

finally, that I oppose the wa~ i'~.'~fl,~;~a~se I love America.~ ii_1Hag~~~ against this 
/ ., 

war not in anger but with ariXl-elty and sorrow in my heart. And above all with a passionate 

desire to see our belived country t\>. stand as i'v--~oral example of the world. I speak out 

against this war because I am disappointed with Ane rica. There can be no great disappointment 

where there is no great love. I am disappointed with our failure to deal positively ~ and 
/" . 

forthrightly with the tripRle evils of racism, economicif' exploitation and militarism. We are 
--.... ·1 

presently moving down a de~d road that IE~to national disaster. One day Jesus told a 

parable of a young man who left &ome and wandered into a far country, 'vher~n adventure 

after adventure and sensation after sensation/ he sought life. But he never found it. He found 

only frustration and bewilderment. The farther he moved from his father's house the closer 

he came to the house of despair. The more he did what he liked, the less he liked what he did. 
I 

I'· , . ...-A.... . 
~ •• ~r~"'--_ 

After the boy;Vasted all, a fam-ie developed in the land. He ended up .seeking food in a hogs pen, 
I' . 

--"~_ .{ .• ,' .. .r-.n . .,-,.r .... ).j- .I ",./.,.//1 . .r.., 
['he story does not end there. It goes on to say that in this stateor~ ~ in ' 
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~ 

friStration and homesickness the boy came to himself and said I will arise and go to my 
J 

father and say to him ''fllther, I have sin·-·~ainsi~;.oo before thee':' The prodigal 
J ,r' 

son was not himself when he left his father's house. But when he dreamed ~·.I~leasur e 
and 

was the end of life / only when he made up his mind to go home and be a son again did he 
" to ~ a 10viIl!-, 

really come to himself. The parable ends with the boy returning hom~father 

waiting with outstretched arms and a heart filled ,vith unutterable joy. This is an analogy 

of America today .. like all human analogies it is imperfect ... But it does suggest some 

J;.;;!.~~ . .. ,worth considAS:!ring. America has strayed to the far country of/~racism and 

,..- ,. 
mil ta!ieism. :AX:loomXIlXm:~jm:m:a!l3r~x't The home that all too many Americ~ left w~ 

,t:.l.&L:')I;c.-f/; , -r/...:.. j./\.-t,-.;-?y. ..... C;. ,~ .. 
solidlyet(llctured .idea.ljstly. Itls pillars were soundly grounded i~~our Juci~o-Chfistian - '\ 

hert81age. All men are made in the image of God. All men are brothers ... All men are 

created equal ... every man is an heir to a legacy of diginity and worth. Every man has 

~ 

rights that are neigher conferred by nor derived from the state .. they are God given ... 

out of one blood 'Dod made all men to dwell upon the face of the earth. \\'hat a marvelous 

foundation for any home. What a glorious and healthy place to inhabit. But America 

strayed away and this unnatural excurs ion has brought only confusion and mix: bewilderment ... 

~ has left hearts aching with guilt and minds distorted with irrationality. It is time for all 

people of conscience to call upon America to corre back home. Come home America, 

N:V~ ,. 
from your ~ so~ ourn into the far countries of racism. come home America ... / 

1/ /-
~.\!J~_r ~ A--- ~--., 

from your ~ragic re ckless adventure in ~me home America. .. the tragedy t1)t!t there 
\'\i ..... J\ more 

is some"'in history called 'Ft;oo late~Y) TIE re is nolsad word in the English language than ,..-
1 ./, 

oJ',' / 

"to latep," ~ Procrastination is still th~~ thiEf of time. There is somethingi~e 
(,'" , 

can refer to as a lost opportunity . ~~ We may plea passionatd "lvith time to pause in her 

ilJ."'- is adm~ to every plea and rushes on . 
passmg, but time _,..I--!'~~~~t~ •. r \ .' 
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~-- ~ .- I", p~ - ~" 
nd' El''S ~V . ~", .... , .. 1. 4

\0 (i" ., ...... 4'« "C;'~. 

and th1tt~~1re bleac)1;\;ones and a;Fum~Feskege-*any -crvifration s stands erectly 
'I ~U () 4 --,; 

the ~~ words, ''too latel~ -:\ There in iLn invis~ble%ook of life that faithfully recorcY 
t- <f' ,f I 

\.I 'I, ---":'·<.:'I~· VI • 

our Vilik;;ge or ou~{ Omar Khayyam is right;.'1'he moving finger writes;having ~writ 

aJ1noves on(! I call on Washington'~Oday. I calIon every man and woman of gocxl will to&'" 

al10ver America today. I calIon the yOWlg men of Anle~' ~ho must make a choice today 
I ,--

to take a stand on this issue. 'Dbeazmmxl Tomorrow may be too latettbe book may close_ 

em! ~on't let anybody make you think that God C~~HiS ~vine}lll!";;:~~~c 
/l _ H~ . 

force to be a sort of policeman of the \\h ole world. God has a way of standinglhe nation:? 

with judgment and it seems that I can hear God saying to America, you are too a~ant, / 

If you don't change your ways, I will rise up and break the backbone of your power 

and I will pail place it in the hands of a nation that doesn't even know it name. 
/ 1'1 

kBe still and kno w that I am G01l. Now it isn't easy to stand up for truth and justice. 
,. J. • 
~j o.ftl( .. _q~{. ~I ''-1 

Sometimes it means being frl:lstF8:t:i!IIb .. \;hen you teLbtruth and take a stand, sometine s 
L-

/' 
it means that you will walk the streets with a burden<A-teart. Sometimes it means 

losing a job, Dleans being abused and scornectlt may mean having a seven or eight 

year old child a9dng you, ''i}addy, why do you have to go to jail so muCh~' I have,long 
~ I~ , 

since leRr~~'fliat being ~follower of Jesus Christ means taking up the i:rOSS. 1\1y 

Bible tells me that Good Fri~y com es before Easter. Before the crown we wear there 

is the ~~oss that we must bear. Let us bear it, bear it for truth, bear it for justice and 

bear it for peace. ,Let us go out this morning with that determination. And I have not lost 

,.~. /( 
faith, I am not in-' ."1 ,,' ecause I know that there is S moral order. I have not lost 

i 

faith because the arch of the moral universe is long but it bends towards justice ~ 


