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The sermon which I am preaching this mornins in a sense is not the usual kind
of semmon, but it is a sermon on an irmortant subject nevertheless., It is very
uncustorary for me to read a semmong I usually preach without a manuscrint; but
to be sure that I say exactly what I want to say this morning, I arl rsoing to
read my messape and I ask for your undivided attention because the issue that
I will be discussing today is onc of the most controversial issues confronting
our nation. I am using as a subject from which to preach:'Vhy I Am Onposed to
the Var in Viet I’Ian\\',’.l llow let me make it clear in the beoinning that I see this
war as an ungust, evil and futile war. Nobody must compare it with the Sccond

—

World War, for instancc. I happen to be a vacifsist. But if I had confronted the

S——

call to scrve in miltary service in a war against Hitler, I believe that I woujld

have probably temporarily sacrificed my paciffgism because !litler was such an

—

evil force in history.

But there is nothing like this ¢ in the situation in Viet z‘x'mr,and I call
for your attention as I try to set forth my thesis. I would like to use three
Bibilical texts as the basis for our thinking together -- two of which are found
in the 0ld Testament and one found in the New Testament. In the Ten Commandments
we read "Thou shall not kill.}/ In the second chapter of the Book of Isaiah, we

7 plw harag
read ""Thev shall beat {ast swords into W ané their spears into prunning
hooks. And nations shall not l@ft up swords against nations,Meither shall they

. ol .
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study war any mor&ﬂ Then turning to the New Testament,"the P%e Epistle L

we read these words: @ "Do not be deceived" -- in other words don't be fooled

about it -- "God is not mockcdl; whatsoever a man soweth, that shell he also reab."
I precach to xyou today on the war in Vietnam because my conscience leaves

me with no other choice. The time has come for Americé to hear the truth about

this tragic war. In international conflicts the truth is hard to come by because

most nations are deceived about themselves.



Rationalization and the incessant search for scapegoats are the psvchological
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cataracts that blindg us to our sins. But the dav héS\g-nt’fs} sunerficial patriotism.
e who lives with untruth lives in spiritual slavery. Freedom is still the bonus
we receive for knowing the truth. '7Ye shall know the trutﬁzflsaid Jesus, '"'and
¢he truth shall set you fred)?) xdodon

I have chosen to preach about the war in Vietnam because I agree with Dante
that the hottest places in Hell are reserved for those,who in a vneriod of moral
crisié,maintained their neutrality. There comes a time when gilencc is betrayal.
The truth of these words is beyond doubt, but the mission to which they call us
is a most difficult one.Even when pressed by the demands of iné;rtruth men do not
easily assume the task of opposing their government's policx,eSpecially in the time
of war. Nor does the human spirit move without great difficulty against all the
apathy of comformist thought within oneg ovn bosom,and then the surrounding world.
Moreover, when the issues at hand seem as peeplexing as they often do in the case
of this dreadful coﬁ%léct, we are always on the verge of being mesmerized by
uncertainity, But we rust move on. Some of us who have already begun to break the
silence of the night have found that the calling to speak is often a vocation
of agony -- but we must speak. lle must svecak with all the humility that is
appropriate to our limited vision, but we mst speax. And we must rejoice as well,
for in all our histery there has never bee:r;f;;numental dissent during a war by
the American neople. Polls reveal that almost fifteen million Americans explicitly
opposed the war in Vietnam, Adiitional millions can not bring themselves around to
support it., And even those millions who do sumport the war half-hearted, confused,
and doubt ridden, this rcveals that millions have chesen to move beyond the
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prophesying the smooth weeszism to the high crounds of confirmed dissent based
unon the mandates of conscience and the reading of history. Onc of the difficulties
in speaking out today crows out of the fact that there arc those who are seeking
to cauate dissent with disloyzlty, It is a dark dar in our nation when hish level

authorities will seel to usc ever: method to silesme dissent,even the method of
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bringing General Westmoﬁiand back to the United States in order to develon enouql
Sentiment and consensus to further escélate the war in Vietnam and silence those
who are spealing out against it. Somcthing is happening when peonle are not
rmoing to be silenced., DNROGNDXA )
C(.'. L .'Mc-“(

We had a march just a few weeks ago where several snoke -- Stokely -Carmichaleo=tse)
and I spoke there. The press went out of the way to try to make it appear that
there were only one hunchd and twentv five thousand and anybody who lmows figures
realize that there were between four hundred and five hundred thousand people at
that march -- nrotesting the war in Vietham. XNow the American Legion did not like
that nurber so they decided that theYwould have a marcﬂ-to answer our march and they
had it vesterday in New York City and they said they would have a million. The New
York Times revealed this morning that they were doing very well if they had seven
thousandg. The citizens are not going to be silenced. The truth rust be told, and I
say that those who are seeling to make it appear that anyone who opposed the war
in Vietnam is a foo%/or a traitor, or an enery of our soliders is the person who is
taking a stand against the best in our tradition. Yes, we rust stand and we
rust speak.

Over the past two vears as I have moved to brehk the betrayal of mv own
silences and to speak from the burnings of my own hearf -- as I have called for
radical departures from the destruction of Vietnam, many persons have questioncd me
about the wisdom of my path. At the heart of their concemn, this query has often loomed
large and loud:"thy are vou sncaking about the war, D¥% King?"®®hy are you joining
the voices of dissent?" '"Peace and €ivil rights don't mixX!,| they say. And vhen
I hear them, though I often understand the source of their concery I; nevertheCless,
am greatly saddened that such questions mean that the inquirers have not really known
me ¥ my commitmenE,or my calling., They seem to forpet that before I was a Civil
Nights leader, I answered 2 call anéd vhen Ged speaks, who can but prophesy. I answered

a call which left the spirit of the igrd unon me and a¥nointed me to nreach the gosp!&.
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Ané during the early days of my ministry, I read the Apostle Paul saying, "'Be not
conformed to this world, but be ve transformed by the renewing of the minds." I
decided then that I was going to tell the truth as God revealed it to me. o
matter how many neonle disagreed with me, I decided that I was going to tell the
truth, I think that all too many preachers, white and black alike, find themselves
courting the yoke of conformity.$-seduced by the success smbols of the world. e
have too often measured our achievement by the size of our parsonage or the size

of the ‘neel base of our auﬂbmohlles. We, as preachers, have too often hecome
()

showmen to please the whims and caprices of the peonle. e preach céﬁ;é%gﬁl
sermons and avoid saying anything from our pulpits whici might disturb the
respectable views of the comfortable members of our congregation. We ministers
of Jesus Christ sacrifice truth on the altar of self-interest, and like Ru¥Fee /?/ﬁtil
yield@d our convictions to the demands of the crowd. KDNX

In his essay on '"'Self Réllance"\Emcrson wrote!'"Who so will be a man must
be a non'confornlsf" \ The Ancstle Paul reminds us that '&“23 so will be a Chritian
must also be a non-conformisﬁsg And so this morning I speak to vou on this issue
for I an determined to take the Gospﬂ;\seriously. And T come this moming to my
pulpit to make a passionate plea to my beloved nation. This serrmon is not addressed
to Hanoi or to the Mational Liberation Front. It is not addressed to China or to
Russia; nor is it an atterpt to overlook the ambiguity of the total situation and
the need for collective solution to the tragedy of Vietnam. Kkeither is it an
attemt to make North Vietnam or the ilational Liberation Froﬁf'nara ons of virtues;
nor to overlook the role they must rlay in a successiul resolution of the rroblem.
This morning, however, I wish not to speak with ilanoi and the Hational Liberation
Front but rather to my fellow Americans, who bear the greatest resﬁonsibility in

ending the conflict that has exacted a heavy nrice on both continents.
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dow since I am a preacher by calling, I supnose that it is not surprising that
P d

I have Esigg major reasons for bringing Vietnan into the field of v moral vision.
There is at the outset a very obvious and almost facile connection between the war
in Vietnam and the struggle I and others have been wagting in America. A few years
ago, there was a shiéi}ng noment in that strugele. It seems as if there was a real
promise of hope for the noor, both black and vhite, throush the poverty progranm.
There were cxperiments, hopes, a ncw begsinning., Then came the build-up in Vietnan:
and I watched the program broken as if it was some idle political plaything -- our
societv gone made on war -- and I knew that America would never invest the necessary
funds or engeries in rehabilition of its poor so long as # ventures like Vietnam
continued to draw men and skills and money like some dsmmwims demonicé destructive
suction tube. You may not know it, my friends, but it is estimated that =g we spend
five hundred thousand dollars to Kill each enemy solider while we snend only fifty

three dollars for eachy nerson classifyed as poor; and much of that fifty three dollars

roes for salaries to peonle wiho are not poor. So T was increasingly cormelled to
Lo iy . )
see the<wms as an ememy of the poor and attacked it as such.

Perhaps the more tragic recognition of reélits‘to a nlace when it became clear to
me that the war was doing far rore thaqﬁZévastating the Lopes of the poor at hole,
it was sending their sons and their brothers and their husbands to fight and die in
extraordinary high nronortions relative to tlie rest of the population. "e were taking
the black young men who had been crinpled by society ana sending them cicht thousand
miles away to guarantee liberties in South East Asia which they had not found in South™
;%ést Georgia, and East Harlem. Se we have been xzalmm repeatedly faced with a cruel
irony of watching Negro and white boyvs on TV screens as they kill and die together for
a nation that has been unable to seat them togetber in the same school room. So we
watch them in brutal solidarity burqging the!igééés of a noor village; but we rcalize

o
that they would hardfly live on the samc block in Chicapo or Atlanta. I oould not
~—

be silent in the face of such cruel manipulation of the noor. MOONIX



Yy third reason moves to an even deencr level of awareness for it grows out
of my experience in the ghettoes of the jiorth over the last three vears; especially
the last three surmers. As I have walked amongs the despé“rate, rejected, and
angry young men, I have told then that tlolotov cocktails and rifles will not solve
their problems. I have tricd to offcr them my deepest compassion while maintaining
ny conviction that social change comes most meaningfully through nonviolent action.
But they ask, and rightly so, '"“hat about Vietnam?'' They ask if our own nation
wasn't using massive dosage of violence to solve its probafems? To bring about the
changes it wanted? And their questions hit home and I -l_cneW that I could never again
raise my voice against the violecne of the oppressed in the ghettoes without having
first spoken clearly to the greatest purvevor of violence in the world today -- mv
own govenunent.L For the sake of those boys, for the sake of this government, for

(VIPEP ER O

_the sake of the hundred’thousands trembling under our violence, I cannot be silent.

B

It's Deen a lot of applauding over the last few years. They have applauded our

total movement and they have applauded me. America anc most of its newsnapers anplauded
me in Montgomery. I stood before thousand®of MNegroes getting ready to riot when
in ) I ) ) . o
my hone was bombed and said, '"we can't do it this way''.l Theyv applauded us in the
sit-in-rmovement whcn we nonviolently decided to sit in at luech counters. Taey
annlauded us on the freedom rides vhen we accepted blows without retaliation. They
nraised us in Albany and Dirmingham, and Selma, Alabama. Oh, the nress was so noole
o
. . 3 3 - ! -
in its applaude and so noble in its praise when I would say, fe nonviolent toward
/ i i
. 2 . . / 3 .
pull Conner; when I would say, be nonviolent toward .Jim Clark. There is something
strangély incensistent about a nation and a nress that would praise you when you say
l-’g) . . iy . 2 ’g .
e nonviolent toward Jim Clark ,but will curse and darm you when you sy ) nonviolent

- 3 - - I’ - - - k)
toward little brown Vietnaneese children! There is something wrong with that nress!
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Md teeme as if the weicht of such a cormitrment to the life and health of

America was not enough, another burden of resnonsibiltty was placed upon me in 1964,

I cannot forget the XNobcl Peace Prize was not just somethins takins nlace, but it

was a commdission -- a commission to work harder than I had ever worked before xk for

the brotherhood of man. This is a calling that takes me beyond the national

allegiances but even if it wcre not present, I would vet have to live with the

meaning of ry cormitment to the ministry of .Jesus Christ. To me, the relaticnship

of this ministry to the maling of neace is so obvious that I sometimes marvel at

those who ask mc why I am spealking aé?nst the war. Could it be that they do not

Iknow that the good news was meant [or all men® -- the c;mmunists, the capitalists,

for their¢ chikdren and ours, for black and white, for revoluntionary and conservative?

Have they forgotten that my ministry is in obedience to the One who loved !lis enemies

so fully that lle died for them? Vhat then can I say to the Vietcong, or to Castro,
TFhreiten

or to Hao as a faithful ninister to Jesus Christ? Am I to treathen them with death or

rmust I not share with them ry life?

Finally, I rust be true to my conviction that I share with all men the calling to
be a son of the living God. Bevond the calling of race or nation or creed 1is this
vocation of sonship and brotherhood., And because I believe that the Father is deeply
concerned especially for his suffering and helpless and outcast children, I come

today to speak for them. Add as I ponder the madness of Vietnam and search within

mysiéE for ways to understand and respond in compassion, my mind goes constantly to the

. ’ BT
people of that peninsula. I speak not now of the SOliherS of each side, -net of
S(J. \ji,o‘- ’
the miltary gove ﬁ’m& but simply of the neonle who have been under the

‘e~
curse of war with almost three continuous decades now. I think of them, too, because

it is clear to mex{ that there will be no meaningful solution until some attermt

is made to know these peonle and hear fimx their broken crv. XNmx. iiow, let me tell
vou the truth about it. They rust see the Americans as strance liberators. You
reilize that the dImemesE Vietnamese neonle nroclaimed their own indenendence in 1645

after a corbined French and Japanese occunation. And incidently,this was before the
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Corrunist revolution in China. They were led by'#e%hiﬂﬁia. This is a little known
facts;:éﬂfhcse peonle declared themselves indepcndent in 1945, They quoted our ¢
Declaration of Independence in their document of freedom! Yet, our government
refused to recognize them. President Tuman said they were not ready for independence,
So we fell victin as a nation at that time of the same deadly arrogance that has
poisoned the international situation for all of these vears. France then set out to
reconquer its former colony and thev fought eight, long, hard, brutal years trying
to reconquer Vietnam. You know who helped France? It wals the United States of
America. It came to the point that we werc meeting more than 80% of the war costs
and even when France started despairing of its reckles;-actions, we did not! And
in 1954, a conference was called at Geneva and an agreement was reached because

Dica Bicn FPhu.
France had been defeated at bemnp-<boepeeli®iT And even after that and even after
the Geneva Accord, we did not stop. i'e must face the sad fact that our government
sought in a real sense to szhkx sabotage the Geneva Accord.

well, after thefﬁénch were defeated it looked as if independence and land

reforn would come through the Geneva agreement. bBut instcad the United States came

N CNTT

and started supporting a &an named Dien who turned out to be one of the ‘meth ruthless
dictators in the history of the world, :le set out to silence all oppositiong --

people were brutally murdered merely hecause they raised their veices against the brutal
policies of Diem. The peasants watched and cringed as Diem ruthlessly moted out all
opposition. The neasants watched as all of this was presided over by the United

States influence and then by increasing numbers of United States troops who came to help

2
quell the insurgency that Diem methods had arougsed. iVhen Diem was overthrown, they
= (l,’:, +l=§351-7b‘f$ :

may have been happy but the long lineg of miltary éictarships seen to offer no real
change, especially in terms of their need for land and neace. And who are we sunport-

’ ! A r Ja

/:’!.M"

ing now in Vietnanm todav? It is a man bv the name of General Xy who fought with the
rench against als owm reonle and vwho said on one occasicn that the qreatest hero
of his life was fiitler. This is wii0 we arc sumsertin~ in Vietnan today! Our govera-

ment and the vress penerally won't tell us thesc thinss, but Sod told me to tell vou
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increased our true commitments in the sumort of covermrments which were sinfularly
corrunt, inent, and without monular sunport; and all the while the neople read our
lcaflets and received recular nromises of neace and democracy and land reform., Now
they tmwms languish under our bormbs and consider us, not their fellow Vietnamese,
the real enery. They move sadly and anathetically as we herd them off the larnd of
their fathers in tiie concentration cums where ninimal social nceds are rarely net.
They xknow they rust move or be destroyed by our bonbs; so they a0, primarily’
women and children and the ared. They watch as we peison their water; as we Lill
a nillion acres of their corws; they must weep as the bulldozers roar through their
areas nreparing to destroy precious trees. They wander into the towns and see
thousands of children homeless, without clothes, running in packs on the strects
like animals; they see the children degraded by our so'\i-ﬂ;lers as they beg for food;
they see the children selling their sisters to our scij.l?ders -- sdliciting for
their mothers. Ve have destroyed their two most cherished institutions -- the family
cropfs,
and the village. ‘le have destroved their land and their eex=s. “‘e have cooperated
in the crushing of the nationsonly non-corrunist revolutionary nolitical force --

‘:k .
the United BuddZst Church. ‘e have supnorted thc cnemies of the pesants of S{2gon.
ie have corrupted their women and children and lilled their men, What strange
liberators we are! iiow there is little ixfs left to build on save bittemess.

. & . s ()
Pernaps/‘ more difficult but no less necessary task but to speak for those who have
been designated as our enemies. 'hat of the Rational Liberation Front, that
strangely anonymous group we call V. C. or Cormies? ihat rust they think of us in
Cruc/ 'l‘t}‘
America when they realize that we permitted the repression and exzesesyof Dien
which helped to bring them into being as a resistance groun in the South? ‘hat do
they think of our condoning the violence which led to their taking up of arms?
FEAL
Surely we must understand their feelings wen if we can not condone their actions.
Surely we must see that the men we sunmported pressed them to their violence. tlere is

the true meaning and value of corpassion and nonviolence. When it helns us to sec the

gura@EsX eneit''s point of view; to hear his cuestions, to lnow his assessrent of
e
RIS
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Ang'iif we are mature we may learn and grow and profit from the wisdom of the brothers who
were called the opposition. So, too, with Hanoi -- in the North where our bombs now
humble the land and ou}’;g;{ndanger the water waves we are met by a deep but
understandable mistrust. To speak for them is to explain this lack of confidence in

Western words and especially their distrust of America's ibck intentions now. In Hanoi

are the men who led the nation to independence against the Japanese and the French)

K who sought membership in the French Commonwealth and were betrayed by the weakness
of Paris and the willfulness of the colonial army. It was they who led a second struggle against
French donomination at tremendous cost and they were persuaded to give up the land they
controlled between the 13th and 17th parallel as a temporary measure at Geneva. After 1954
they watched us conspire with Diem to prevent elections which would ha@#®- surely have

) H“ Ql\\ Ml'“j!
brouWower over a United Vietnam. And they realized that they had been

betrayed again. When we ask why they do not leap to negotiage, these things must be
remembered. Also it must be clear that the leaders of Hanoi considered the presence of
American troops in support of the Diem regime to have been the initial military breach of
the Geneva Agreements concerning foreign troops. It is necessary to know that they did not
begin to send in anyxarx large number of supplies or men until the American fox forces
had moved into the tens of thousands.

At this point, I should make it clear that while I have tried in these last moments to give
a voice to the viflceless of Vietnam and to understand the arguments of those who are called
enemy, I am deeply concerned about our own troops. I am as concerned about them as

Hed

anything else -- for it occurs to me8r'what we are submitting them to in Vietnam is not simply
the brutalizing process that goes on in any war where armies face each other and seek to

destroy, we are adding cynicism to the process of death. For they must know after a short peri«

there that none of the things we claim to be fighting for are really involved. Before long they

' . S S O T 1T T ) S
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more sophisticated surely must realize that we are on the side of the wealthy and the secure
while we create a hell for the poor. The other thing that we must face as a people -~ we are
put in the terrible situation of having to go and do battle and fight and killd¥l colored people
and poor people who are in the very same situation that we find ourselves in today. Somehow
this madness must cease -- we musti stop now! I speak as a child of God, a brother to the
suffering poor in Vietnam. I speak for those whose land is being laid waste, whose homes
are being destroyed, whose culture is being subverted. I speak for the poor of America,
who are paying the double price of smashed hopes at home and death and corruption in
Vietnam. I speak for the thous and}/and thousang-éf)'f mothers of our land who must see their
sons go off to fight an ill considered, unjust war, trembling at every moment/not knowing
what will happen to them. I speak for all of our boys on te battg field and the millions of
promising young men who must make decisions today; and those who say that we are
enemies of the so](;'(aers in Vietnam, I say, that those of us who are opposing the war are their
best friends for what we are saying in substance is that it is time for our boys to come back
home! It is time for them to be able to grow up in a world of nobility and a world of promise --
and not have to give all of their days to something as negative as the killing process. The
world now demands a maturity of America that we may not be able to achieve; demands that we
admit that we have been wrong from the beginning of our adventure in Vietnam; that we have
been detrimental to the life of the Vietnamese people. The situation is one in whéch we must
be ready to turn sharply from our present ways. The New Testament says, 'repent{'/) It is time |
Americay to repent now. The Kingdom of God is at hand.

We in the churches have a continuous task while we urge our government to disengape
Hisanage disengage itself from a disgraceful commitment, We must continue to raise
our voices and our lives if our nation persists in its perverse ways in Vietnam. We must be

prepared to match action with words by seeking out every creative means of protest possible.
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And as we counsel young men concerning miltary service, we must clarify for them our
nation's role in Vietnam and challenge them with the alternative of conscientious objection.
And I say this morning, that it is my hope that every young man in this country who finds this
war objectionable and abominable and unjust, file as a conscientious objector. No xxaber
matter what you think of Mr. Muhammad Ali's religion, you certain have to admire his courage!
For, here is a young man willing to give up fame, if necessary, willing to give up millions
of dollars in ordér to stand up for what conscience tells him is right. It seems that I can
hear the voice crying out through all the eternities saying t6 him this morning '"Blessed '
are ye when men shall persecute you and shall call you all manner of evil for xithe
righteousnes§ sake; rejoice and be exceedingly glad for great is your reward.' This we
must see and move on in the days ahead.

Now let me move on and say just two or three other things. We must not merely end
with the concern about Vietnam. For I am reminded that Vietham -- that conflict and our
¢nvolvement happens to be symptomatic of a deeper malady in the American spirit. In 1957,
a sensitive American official overseas said that it seemed to him that our nation was on the
wrong side of a world revolution. KXX Increasingly by choice or by accident, this is the role
our nation has ta.ken) +he role of those who make peaceful revolutions impossiblef by
refusing to give up the privileges and pleasures that comess from the immense profits of
overseas investments. I am convinced that if we are to get on the right side of the world
revolution we as a nation must undergo a radical revolution of values. We must rapidly begin to
shift from a "thing' orientated society to a "person' orientated society, e Vhen machines and
computers and profit motive and property rights are considered more important than people/.
’i‘he giantyg triplets of racism, militarism, and economic exploitation are incapable of being
conquered. A true revolution of values will soon cause us to question the fairness and justice

of many of our present policies. On the one hand we are called to play the Good Samaritan
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on kfe roadside, but that will be only an initial act. One day we must come to see that the

c !

whole Jericho road must be changed so that men and women must not be constantly beaten and
robbed as they make their journey on life's highway, True compassion is more than slinging a co
to a beggar. A true ® revolution of values will soon look uneasily on the glaring contrast of
poverty and wealth with-a# righteous ## indignation. It will look across the seas and see
individual owmdex capitalis,%'/f the West invest in huge sums of money in Asia, Africa and
South America only to take the profits out with no concern for the social betternment of
the countries, and say, "this is not just\'}@ It will look at our allegiance with the
landed Eent;g of Latin America and say, "this is not just{'}f) Western arrogance of feeling
that it has everything to teach others and nothing to learn from them is not just. A true
revolution of values will lay hands on the world order and say of war, '"this way of settling
differences is not just.'" This business of burning human beings with naplam and filling
our nation's homes with orphans and widows and injectingffoioiigs&c‘;;g drugs of hate into the
veins of people normally humane; of sending men home from dark and bloody battlefields

. . . cen LA
physically handicapped and sp psychologically deranged aad not be reconcil€ with wisms
wisdom, justice and love. A nation that continues year after year to spend more money on
military defenge than on programs of social uplift is approaching'spiritua.l death. Oh, my
friends, if there is anymrr one thing that we must see thrs today:]is that these are
revolutionary times. All over the globe men are revolting against old systems of
exploitation and oppression. And out of the wombs of a frail world = new systems of .justice
and equality are being born. The shirtless and the barefoot people of the world are rising
up as never before. The people who sat in darkness have seen a great 2k light. They are
saying unconsciously as we say in one of our freedom songs,)&' "Aint Gonna Let Nobody
Turn Me Agmaae@ It is a sad fact that because of comfort)complacency, a morbid fear

of communism and our proneness to adjust to injustice, the Western nations that initiated
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anti-revoluntionaries. This has driven mrea many to feel that only Mestsm-has a revoluntary
spirit. And, therefore, communism is a judgment against our failure to make democracy real

P
and follow through on the revolustions that we initiated. Our only hope today lies in our

—
ability to recapture the revoluntionary spirit and go out into a sometimes hostile world
declaring eternal hostitity to poverty, racism, and militarism. With this powerful commitment,
we shall boldly challenge the status qua; we shall boldly challenge wnxx unjust mores and
thereby speed up the day when every valley shall be exalted and every mountain and hill
shall be xxanse made low; the rough places shall be made %:t;né(md the crooked places
straight; the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together. A
gREIX genuine X revolution of values means in the final analysis that our loyalities must
become ecumenical rather than sectional. Every nation must now develop an ove{'riding
loyalty -- mankind as a whole -- in order to p"gfg;erve the best in their individual societies.
This calls for a world-wide fellowship that lifts the neighborly concern beyond ErEx one's
tribe, race, class and nation. It is in reality a « call for all-embracing unconditional
love for al71 men. This oft misunderstood and misinterpreted concept so readily dismissed
by the nic-hes of the world as a weak and cowardly force, has now become an absolute
necessity for the survivial of mankind. When I speak ofi love, I am not speaking of some serkmn
sentimental and weak response. I am speaking of that force which all of the great religions
have seen as the supreme unifying principle of life. Love is somehow the key that unlocks=
P\ wihlam

the door which leds to ultimate reality. This Hindu, Mus—x-}ms-f Christian, Jewish, Buddhist

belief about ultimate reality is beautifully summed up in the first Epistle of John: '"Let us

>

love another, for God is Love.*® Everyone We of God and knowest God. He

e~

that lovest not, knowest not God.®For God is love. If we love one another, God Exetsx dwribe
I

dwellth in us; and his love is perfected in us. }%et me say finalsthet-Toppese-RiE=Tar
\

N\
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that lift s the nelghborly\concern beyond Ones tribe, race, class and mtion .It is in reality
o :
a call for_all embracing uncondition love for all men. This oft misunderstood and mis
.niches cowardly
pt so readlly d1smlssed by the kenhmxs of the world as a wea.k and powexbesss

interpreted co
has

of love, I am not speaking of so segtimental and weak response. I am speaking of that

force which all of the great rehcuoué ha Viasmihe supreme unifying principle of life «

Love is somehow the key m&) anlock the doqQr which leds to_ultimate reality. This Hindu,

bout ultimae reality is beamtiful’,;s'mned
- r/
up in the first Epis},of'J hn;'iet usg love another, for\God is Love. nye\ryone that love

owest God 4 He that lovest not, knowest not God. hGod is love.

- ﬁ%ﬁﬁmmeﬁe\dmfbet—m%ay
L‘I a— p g I ,'/‘k./i- g
' because I love America.%!%ﬂ& against this

V. ¢ frfgry
/d ‘\\—o——

war not in anger but with anxi#ity and sorrow in my heart. And above all with a passionate

the thorryf/(}ﬁ and

finally, that I oppose the war/in

desire to see our bekived country tb stand as '& moral example of the world. I speak out
against this war because I am disappointed with Ane rica. There can be no great disappointment

where there is no great love. I am disappointed with our failure to deal positively xsiix and

— .
forthrightly with the tripple evils of racism, economic# exploitation and mil,’ta.rism. We are
S— :

presently moving down a dead’end road that lead?to national disaster. One day Jesus told a
parable of a young man who left dome and wandered into a far country, where/-in adventure

after adventure and sensation after sensation, he sought life. But he never found it. He found

/

only frustration and bewilderment. The farther he moved from his father's house the closer

he came to the house of despa.u' The more he did what he liked, the less he liked what he did.
,_ _’)\ ..
After the boy wasted all, a £a.mxe developed in the land. He ended up seeking food in a hocs pen .

et VR VS A
The story does not end there. It goes on to say that in this state f&rshmmz&a&; Jesew in
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friktration and homesickness/the boy came to himself and said I will arise and go to my

-/\ ( St v. .
father and say to him "fﬁther, I have sin” a.gains_& hdxbemm and before thee. The prodigal
son was not himself when he left his father's house. But when he dreamed af pleasw e
and
was the end of life /only when he made up his mind to go home and be a son again did he
. to find a loving .

really come to himself. The parable ends with the boy returning home?hx father
waiting with outstretched arms and a heart filled with unutterable joy. This is an analogy

of America today .. like all human analogies it is imperfect. But it does suggest some

oA r'.'.//v: tg
Morth consid&ering. America has strayed to the far country of /’Fracism and

—
miltargism. wat The home that all too many Americaf left was

;A.u,l»-)/it—l(,? At oyt d F"
solidly st4uctured idealistly. Itls pillars were soundly grounded in /our dJ udeo-Ch isti
hertd?age. All men are made in the image of God. All men are brothers ...All men are
created equal... every man is an heir to a legacy of diginity and worth. Every man has
rights that are neigﬂer _conferred by nor derived from the state.. they are God given...
out of one blood T3od made all men to dwell upon the face of the earth. What a marvelous
foundation for any home. What a glorious and healthy place to inhabit. = But America
strayed away and this unnatural excursion has brought only confusion and kilx bewilderment,
I't has left hearts aching with guilt and minds distorted with irrationalkity. It is time for all

people of conscience to call upon America to cone back home. Come home America,
) “\)\:: :
from your fax soijourn into the far countries of racism, Gome home America...
\\, \}M.ﬂ /' a- /:.
from your tra,,lc reckless adventure in Wﬁome home America.. fhe tragedy thet there
’L ./v\ g more
is some-in history called "too late"'.{ There is no/sad word in the English language than =
J‘,l /. .
"to lateﬁ" axFxeraes Procrastination is still thexsegix- thief of time. There is something,-,yve

(’, e .
can refer to as a lost opportunity .~ We may plea passionatd‘ilvith time to pause in her
\ .
WA . is admanetly to every plea and rushes on
DaSSﬁsg, but time & .o J

g 7.
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the twmxg-pathity wor
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our viligance or ou:hmdeet Omar Khayyam is right; fhe moving finger writes; having wad#e writ

AP _r',,', ny et Koy
¢ of many civilization s stands erectly

s
-

ds, 'too late"' “_. There in an invis;blergook of life that faithfully record-

Amoves on’;/ I call on Washington'é'oday. I call on every man and woman of good will tod~

a1/7 over America today. I call on the young men of Amer' §vho must make a choice today

,_/

to take a stand on this issue . Dhecnmmal Tomorrow may be too late,t‘he book may close,-

~ 1!

LSS M35 aane L

D
exrd Lilon't let anybody make you think that God chmm;i mer-as His d;evme

force to be a sort of policeman of the wh ole world. God has a way of standing}he nation>
with judgment and it seems that I can hear God saying to America, you are too arggant,/
If you don't change your ways, I will rise up and break the backbone of your power
and I will pat place it in the hands of a nation that doesn't even know 143Ir name.

7!
kBe still and kno w that I am God/. Now it isn't easy to stand up for truth and justice.

Sometimes it means being J‘-f‘z::tg-tfzzf;-‘t:mil en you telitﬂth and take a stand, sometine s
it means that you will walk the streets with a bu;ded;l;/eart. Sometimes it means
losing a job, means being abused and scorned,It may mean having a seven or eight
year old child asking you, "aaddy why do you have to go to jail so much?” I have flong
& -
since learn %hat belng\vhe’follower of Jesus Christ means taking up the eross . My
Bible tells me that Good Fridgy comes before Easter . Before the crown we wear there
is the é;oss that we must bear. Let us bear it, bear it for truth, bear it for justice and
bear it for peace. Let us go out this morning with that determination. And I have not lost

5! EupLe,. /
&
faith, I am not in &Mause I know that there is 8 moral order . I have not lost

faith because the arch of the moral universe is long but it bends towards justice .,



