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Free All Political Prisoners is an often stated demand, but
it is doubtful whether the true importance of this demand is
understood in terms of the broader struggle of the oppressed
people in the United States., The Soledad Brothers Defense Com-
mittee understands the necessity for the great majority of people
to become aware of, not only the very political case of the
Soledad Brothers, but also the depth of State Repression which
manifests itself in the many attempts at legal lynchings in the
United States.

The truth is, our brothers and sisters have been jailed, not
only for their beliefs, but most importantly, for their militant
activity in putting those beliefs into practice. They have been
jailed because they have attempted to serve the needs of the
oppressed communities by effectively raising the consciousness
of the people concerning their conditions so that the great
majority of the masses will have the proper tools ideologically
necessary to seize control of their destiny.

The ruling class understands very clearly that it is the
masses, conscious of their oppressicn and the steps necessary
to alleviate that oppression, who are the true threat to their
domination.

In their desperate attempt to maintain their exploitation
of the people of the United States and the world, they are
consciously and overtly attacking those brothers and sisters
who best represent the ideals, aspirations, and needs of the
oppressed. They believe, because of the contempt they have
for the people and their lack of understanding of the role of
the masses in history, that by "legally" executing or incarcera-
ting our leadership, that they can destroy or define our struggle
for liberation.
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Their attacks on those who have courageously taken a stand
on the side of the people have had a two-fold effect. In some
cases, through violent intimidation and repression, they have
been able, to some degree, to diffuse organization. On the other
hand, and in a broader perspective, the state has revealed to a
great segment of the American people, especially to the Third World
Community, the total bankruptcy of American democracy and juris-
prudence. The existence of political prisoners blatantly points
out the role of politics in the social life of the people.

The real conspiracy is unfolding in the courtrooms of New
Haven, Marin, New York and San Francisco. It is the conspiracy
of the goernment and those who profit from our exploitation.

We must free all political prisoners and in doing so, we
must make the link between the selective repression of political
prisoners and the general repression of the people at large.

All political prisoners can and must be set free. This can only
be done by mass mobilization and support. This is the era of

State political repression and though, heretofore, the majority

of political prisoners have been Black and Third World brothers

and sisters, we can see that the prisons are swelling with brothers
and sisters from the many sections of American society.

It is because they have tried to serve the interests of the
pecple that their lives are in jeopardy. It is because it is in
our interest that we must set them free. The Soledad Brothers
Defense Committee is calling for Solidarity in freeing all poli-
tical prisoners. We are attempting through this issue, and those
to come, to present to the people information about the trials
and historical importance of political priscners. We are open
to suggestions on how we can better accomplish our purpose.

All Power to the People
Free All Political Prisoners

JOHN CLUTCHETTE

On January 13th of last vear the institutional authori-
ties at Soledad Prison used the most powerful means available
to crush the growing liberation movement-of Black prisonars.

To keep Brown, White and Black prisoners unorganized and
under control, prison guards instigated racial hostility by
bribes, rumors and intimidation.

on Jan. 13th, about 16 Black and White prisoners were
let out in the exercise yard of maximum security "o" wing,
and skin searched for weapons. "o" wing is a "prison within
a prison", and adverse conditions, blatant racism and hos=-
tility is wampant in this section of the institution. A
pradictable fight broke out in the mixed group. Without
using a whistle. tear gas., or a warning shot, a lone tower
guard, known for his markmanship, fired four shots into the
group, killiny threc Black prisoners, and wouding one White.,

The prisoners at Soledad responded immediately with a
hunger strike to demand a federal investigation and murder
charges against the guard, 0. G. Miller. On January l6th,
before the Monterey County Grand Jury investigation of the
event had begun, District Attorney Burt Young stated that
he was assured that the coneclusion of the Grand Jury on the
deaths of the three inmates would be justifiable homicide.

on the 6300 news, Young's prediction was broadcast through-
aut the priesn. Within a half hour Offiecer John Millg, a
White prison guard, was beaten and thrown 30 feet to his
death. The Grand gury did, in fact, return the decision of
Justifiable homicide following the recommendation of the
District Attorney,

After 8 days of questioning concerning Officer Mills
death, which inecluded bribes and threats to inmates, George
Jackson, Fleeta Drumgo and John Clutchette were charged
with murder. It seems clear from the facts that the prison
adminietration and thae distriot a%knrnpy could not prove
their case in a fair trial. It is also clear that they had
reason to frame and attempt to legally lynch the Soledad
Brothers.

The constitutional rights of the three brothers were
violated and denied. White prisoners testified at the
Grand Jury hearing; Black prisoners did not. The three
wess held 22 dayeo in dovlation and theizr mail wao otopped,
Prisoners who might have been witnesses were threatened,
bribed and transferred to other prisons. The families
of the brothars ware not notifiasd. Lawyars for the defensa
ware denied access to Prison records and files and were
not allowed to view the scene of the crime until it was
remodeled,

FLEETA DRUMGO

FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS!

GEORGE JACKSON

puring the pre=tridal motions the defendants were bound
by leg irons, and chains were put around their waist and
under the crotch, Their wrists were chained to their waist.
The bizarre scene was reminiscent of slave trade auctions.
The presence of chains deny the fact that one is presumed
innocent until proven guilty. Arfter the prosecution had
made numercous speculations on the guilt of the defendants,
all of which were published by the establishment press,
presiding Judge Gordon Campbell ordered the attorneys to
refrain from making any public statement about the case.

The Soledad Brothere are being used as scapagoats and
cxamples by the prison authorities in their attempt to
crush the leadership of Black resistance.

George Jackson has spent almost 11 years in prison
for a erime that usually has a term of 18 months to 2 1/2 |

i

yedrs . He has spent 7 years in solitary confinement, mostly
for standing up for his human rights. George is an example
for all prisoners. He refuses to act in a submissive or ‘
inferior manner. The repressive forces want to kill this ‘
brother because of his ideas, and his valua to the struggle
of the oppressed poor. If convicted, he faces a mandatory
death penalty. |
Even though John Clutchette had a parole date set before |
the incidents at Soledad occurred, and Fleeta Drumgo's
chances of parole were highly probable, these two brothers
have supported George and refuse to ke divided and conquered,
The authorities hoped that Fleata and John, to insure their
own release, would lie and turn state's evidence. Yet these
brothers refuse to be bought off. They remain the Soledad
Three! ! 3
By supporting and defending the Soledad Brothers we sup-
port and defend all plitical prisoners, and all people who
have baen viectimizad by the seaiaty and the judicial system.
In protesting prison conditions and the factors in society
that give rise to the Folsom's, the San Quentin's, and
the Soledads, we defend the freedom of us all. The Soledad
brothers,as politiecal prisonere, nead demonstrationsg, rallies,
symposiums and money to help release them from the clutches
of repression. The struggle to free political prisoners is
the etruggle of the O?Praggad for salf-doteymination,
Like the legal battle that went to the highest court to
have their trial in San Francisco, we must wage a struggle
on all fronts to the highest level. The self defense of the
people must surpass the repressive forces.
the people will free political prisoners,

The power of

FREE THE SOLEDAD BROTHERS.




BOBEY & ERICKAs LETTER TO THE PEOPLE

To make this racist railroading trial of Sister Ericka
#58 =yself a focal point o further educate the people, massive
desonstrations should occur around the end of the trial. There
®ust alsc be teach-ins of people's revolutionary ideology -
on inter-communalism and the work that political prisoners do
and did before being incarceratad.

Ericka and I feel that the demonstrations at the end of

our Eraal should mark a massive natlonal beginning of a struggle
to free all political prisoners and prisoners of war throughout
the country.

We muet educate the people more broadly about the people's
struggle to end war, raciem and repression. Of course, we

tionary peace loving people who want to end war, racism and re-
pression know the general outlines of what we must attempt te
to halp make a peace-loving society and world. We must mak
widely known what we believe in for the people, all the people,
beyond our beautiful rhetoric of "All Power to the People.™
The youth in America with their peace-loving states
mind and a8 loving will to see that all forms of exploitation,
oppression, war and racism end---really are America.
ple. The other is Amerikkka...an American nightmare,
“American Dream”.

The American Dream is for world peace and an
oppression and racism; this American Dream lies buried wit
the 60% of the population under 30 years of age. (Oh, I
44 yuazrs oldi Deing on death row right now and looking
an tha #An'yﬁarﬁ Tlve baan in the strujjle' 'l
born adolescent with vigor and love for the
world,)

I saw on the eleven o'clock news whor
Davis has beautifully taken the position af
with the asgssistance of fine lawyers. That
right on time! She's out of sight. B
revolutionary mind, heart and soul,
be summer before that fascist railroad

I'm going to sleep now. I
reat repair, the nightly adjustments
functions that go on while we s
about it...

Good morning. I'm in
to go in and pick a jury. Reg
me would be good. We do feel
to say with respect to rallying
political prisoners.

P
1

ting
and

communicat ion -

significant things
the pesople around

ADDENDUM FROM ERICKA

Bobby's said what's important: sducating the people about
all political prisoners of our war against oppression. No he-
roes, no rhetoric, but massive sducational rallies and street
Politicizing showing how POW's are examples of the situation
every one of us face. :

And we have to do it with love, you know, and the
understanding that we need more than just movement people and
sympathlzers at (hese rallies. We need whole families ol people.
young, old, hlask, brown, red, yellow, beige, whatever. Male,
remale, gay--avervbody. Because everybody i1s faced with Amerikan
ppprasgeion and aAll of us are the America that will be. vou dig
it? Ba we all really have +to get+ +o work and facus on tha peaapla.
not individuale.

Love, Power, Strength--

Gricha

BOBBY & ERICKA
NEWS FLASH

As of March 11,
1971, two alter-
nate jurors
were chosen for
Bobby and Eri-
cka's trial,
thus finishing
the selection.,
The jury is

now composed

af 5 Black wo-
men, 1 Black
man, 3 White
women, and 5

White men.

BOBBY & ERICKA

. _On March 3, the I2th juror in the trial of Bobby Seale &
Ericka Huggins was chosen. A 61 year old immigrant bank secre- H
tary was seated over the objections of the defense attorneys
gnd, in protest, Bobby seale. To date, 900 jurors had been
interviewed, the longest jury selection in the history of Ameri—
can courts. By this time the defense has used up all of its H
pre—-emptory challenges. Arguing that this essentially left
the selection of the 12th juror, as well as the alternates, ‘
totally up to the prosecution, the Defense attempted to have

. -

EEE DY selection ended and the trial held in an 11 person

atto

orneys Charles Garry and Katherine Raraback |

spective juror for an hour and fifteen ‘
= ries Garry stated he would never have seated the
pre-amptory challenge. When Judge Molte anncuneced |
: woman as the final juror; Bobby rose from
wa 1k it. The judge asked where he was
¥as going to his cell. "You don't
» iry for nine months...I don't care
w3 8 racist to the fucking jury.

"

ST Bobby

ander extreme
“

of the people.

Free Bobby, Free Ericka

ANGELA DAVIS
Political Prisoner

URGENT NEFD= PEOPLE POWER TO FREE POLITICAL PRISONERS

IL would be an incorrect political analysis to say that
America today constitutes a true Fascist State, but not totally
Incorrect to assess thatr Fasecism is around the corner. This is
indicated by the fascist-like repression that falls upon the
heads of Black and Brown people. in their communities daily,
by means of police brutality and murdér. Another indication of
the onslaught f Fasclsm manllests iLtsell.in tne tfeatment of '~
Blacks in the judicial process' and the numerous revolutionaries
held Prisanere hy the State Fewera,

The JtLate administrator, Kichard MLLlLInouSe Nlxon, 4nd nis
tcactlonary callrfornla coliorc, Rondld Redgon, d4lm to kK1ll Angala
Davis and Ruchall McGee in the name of the "people." WHY?222
It 18 preciselv becanse Angela Davie represents tha bazis of
a struggle which would change the ontire nature of this Amcrican
Capitaliotic oyotem., ©Ohc fought for relevant education in the
univerasities which would inevitably yglve the people the necessary
[OD1S to wage an erractive struggle of liberation against those
torces which would like for all the wealth to remain in the hands
Of 4 Iew ags wall as to continue exploitation, poverty, discrimi-
nation and endless imperialistiec wars. They wish to silence her
Dy means 0L death bherause gshe had begun to expose the decadent
penal institutions such as the California Soledad State Prison
in her fight to stop the legal lynching of three innocent Black
men, George, Fleeta and John, The Soledad Brothers. The "“reac—
tinnary gang" wish te kill Angela becauge she is a Communist,
dedicated to the never ecnding batlle fur Svcialism which would
put a final end to this brutal system of exploitation of man by
man, In the same vein, Ruchell McGeec ic a victim of American
Injustice. He exempllfles the tredtment meaded put to Blacks
by insensitive court appouintced public dcfenders, racist judges,
and corrupt Adulr Authority Boards. The August 7th "Freedom
Attempt" was perhaps the only avenue Ruchell saw apen after baing
slapped in the face by American justice,

Are We, The People, going to allow the murder of innocent
people to take place in our name? Only mass concern can stop
such action by putting pressure on the courts to insure a fair
trial for Angecla and Ruchell., On Tuesday, March 16th at 10:00 a.m.
the people have a chance to show that they support Angela and
Ruchell and that they abhor and oppose injustice by being at
9an Rafael.

The United Committee to Free Angela David and All Political
Prisoners along with all of the local area committees throughout
the nation are calling for mass support on this day, "Our day
in court." BEvery concerned citizen should be there. Take off -
from work or school and participate in a Symposium of all the
California Defense Committees. Come and participate in Workshops
on politisal prisoners and learn what you can do to make real
changes in our prisons and courts. Come and view a dynamic
dramatization called "Angela's Happening." Free food and trans-—
portation ig available at S.F. United Committee to Free'Angela
Davie on the corner of Fillmore and Turk between the hours of
8:30 and 9:00 a.m. on March l6th. We need your help and support.

Make sure your rights are protected by protecting the rights
of Angela and Ruchell. There is still a brief moment for people
to stop Fascism by realizing their political power as an organized
forece and fighting for the freedom of our political prisoners,

FREE ANGELA FREE RUCHELL

Jamala
co-chairman of
8L FUSC EapJ D,

For further information please contact:

San Francisco 563-2505
Berkeley 655-5756 or
654-3499



part

FREE RUCHELL

Ruchell Magee

On August 7,1970, Ruchell Magee was on the witnass stand
at Marin County Courthouse in San Rafael, California. Ha was
tesgifying on behalf of the defense for James MeClain,
Jonathan Jackson, George Jackson's younger brother, had brought
guns into the courtroom. He passed out the guns to three pri-
soners unknown to him personally-William Christmas, James Mc-
Clain and Ruchell Magee. The three of them took hostages in a
desperate Attempt to free the Soledad Brothers and themselves.
This incident grew out of the historical failure and obvious
injustice of the American judicial system. In the ensuing
massacre Christmas, McClain, Jonathan Jackseon, and Judge Haley
were murdered. Prison guards were acting on the standing order
not to allow priscners to escape. Ruchell Magee was wounded
in the massacre. He and Angela Davis are on trial for murder
and kidnapping of Judge Haley, and the censpiracy to commit
both murder and kidnap.

Ruchell Magee is facing a mandatory death sentence., This
sentence, if carried out, will be done in the name of the peo-
ple. The People vs. Ruchell Magee and Angela Davis.

In Ruchell Magee's own words:

" What remedy or fair justice does a Black man have when
he has keen willfully convicted on known perjured(lies) tes=-
timony?
Repeatedly beaten unmercifully by the police!
EBvan during his trial, in prescnce of the trial judge and spec=
tators of the same court)
Plead gquilty by court-appointed layers over his own objections]
Railroaded to prison!
Denied the right to have the trial transcript or timely filed
appeal!
and now, criminally oppressed, harassed and tormented in prison!
We must show Ruchell and Angela that the people do nct want
to prosedute them, but want to set them free, Participate in
the people's court after the official court hearing on March 16th
in San Rafael!
A defense committee for Ruchell Magee has been formed to
educate the people about the true facts of the case.....Contact

TIJERINA HELD IN JAIL ON PHONY CHARGE

ALBUQUERQUE = Reies Tijerina remaine today in solitazy
confinement in the Springfield, Missouri federal penitentiary
although his two-year term for supposedly "assaulting a Forest
Ranger" was completed last month.

At a January hearing Tijerina was denied an appeal bond on
a second conviction on the charge of "participating in the burning
of a four-by-five foot redwood sign" and ordered to serve three
moxe ysaFms Judygo Vearlc Payne, ruled without hearing evidence,
that the land grant leader is "a danger to the community."

"He will be serving time for nothing," said Vice President
Wilfred Sedillo OL Alianza, the land grant organization founded
by Tijerina. "If the appeals court considers patsy Tijerina's
testimony that it was she, and not her husband, who burned the
gdgn, "

- The s1gn 1n guestion proclaimed Forest Service ownership
of fhs San Joaquin Land csans. ito Rurning wao witncsscd and

Ruchell Magee Defense Committee, 1830 Sutter St. San Francisco
or call 921-3814 or 921-3815.
Future issues of this newsletter will carry more detailed
and comprehensive information on the Ruchell case
FREE RUCHELL

LOS SIETE DE LA RAZA

There are few cases which show the laengths to which
the state will go to suppress the struggle of a community
as clearly as the case of Los Qiate. These brothers have
spend 18 months in jail for a crime of which they were
pLoven innocent, Since theiyr release, the brethers have

3 F g theixr Fr;ends.
only Ruico Tijerina was 1u11eu. PALSY Tijgana. wno taztifiad
tha{: she had burned the slgn bacausse the "“"land belontjs o the
r==rt=;" vws y&rvva &« ouopundod gcniconce,

mvwal nlluuau lgaucls and suppullers sdy Lle real d4ngers
Ly LI communlLy lidve nevar been arrastad. Th@v are the indi-
viduals who in Januvary. 1060 bomhad the M1 Jerina homa. blowing
8 halée in the eide of the building wheze his wifc and children
werea sleerlng while 'j":l.JEz"lna attended = mggt,;ng in gan D.LGT:JG‘.

Anothex “dangss W the sommunity” pointcd Lo Ly Allianza
Supporlclo 1y Jtole Pulice OLLlcer Jack Jonnson, a plalnclotheg—
man who held a 30=30 Marlin rirle aimed ar Tijerina's head the
“wy v& the oiyn burning and was only deterred Irrom pulling the
Lriygecr by members 0L LNOE Allanzd who intarvened,

The twe insddento for which Tijerina 1s now serving a totdl
of five years stemmed from peaceful efforts by the land grant
organization to force the federal government into court to prove
Fargst Service gwaskohip of land that has been worked Lor cen=
turivo Ly Northern New Mexico villagers. NO one wag hurt in the
confrontation,

Supportars are cirxrculating petitions for Tijerina's rclease
which may bae shtained frxem; Devid Tijurina, 1010 No, Thind 9.,
I\lbuq'ﬂquugl NalMs
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keen pubjccted to perpetual harassment and intimidation.
Jose Rios was brutally beaten; Brothers Rios and Rodrigquez
were framcd on dope charges. Yet, throughout this ra-
presslon thesa brothers have courageously escalated thair
WorK in the Brown community. Thay have devotaed themsslves
to the people. tha people who ware meost dnstrumeontal in
csaouring for Tos fiete theds kricf momonts of “Lreedom.
Decause Lheir work is synonymous with the liberation of
the Chicanu and Latino community, and because their
cummitment nas mgrﬂiv haan strenqthene& by +he TE'P!"E‘R‘:1 on
they have experienced, the state must take much greater
and more co-ordinated steps to remove these braothers

rrom their people.

The state 1s once again attempting to use the court
gystam to insure their centrol over the lives of Los
Siete de la Raza, They now face a 5 to life indeterminate
sentence; for oppressed people this always means life.

The charges of armed robberv and kidnapping grow ocut of
the incident ‘of almost a year ago, for which they were
originally tried. As Los Siete put it, they fled the
scene of Qfficer Brodnick's death because they were brown
and to stay would have been suicide. As people of ecolor,
they nhad an understanding of their relationship to
Amcrican justlice, This understanding is born out by
thely treatment since that ineident, Lo Siste, for
five days, tried unsuseessfully to gurrender with
lawyers present, the only possible way to insure their
safety. Finally, sick, penniless, and hungry, they

took a couple's ecar.

While a good percentage of the people believe that
Los Siete is free, the authorities are once again
attempting to take their lives. This trial has not
received the mass attention of the people and under
the cloak of the peaple's silence they hope to succeed
in their vindictive railroading. Los Siete can and
must remain on the streets. This trial, in Redwood
City, must be made a focal point of the people's out-
rage. Los Siete needs money and people to work in
raising awareness of their plight. It is not enough
to free political prisoners:; we must safequard that
freedom.

Send money to Rudolfo Martinez, 14 Regent St.,

San Francisco, or call 648-1048 or 647-8884.

TONY MARTINEZ

i

MARIO MARTINEZ

GARY  LESCALLET

KEEP LOS SIETE FREE

F 4

-/
|

BEBE MELENDEZ

NELSON RODRIGUEZ
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SOLEDAD 7 is now SOLEDAD 3: No Victory

The Sase of the Soledad 7 is another known genocidal
BEEacE against Black inmatesgat Soledad Central Training
Pasiiities. In July of 1970, prison officials at Soledad
iesked up 15 men in solitary confinement (the Hole). This
was done in retaliation for the death of william Schull,

& white prison guard. These men were held incommunicado
for 49 days, during which time they were subjected to
Brutal interrogation by prison officials.

Saven Black inmates, Jessie Phillips-20, Jimmy James-23,
0.C. Allen-26, Jimmy Wagner-21, Roosevelt Williams-27,
Alfred Dunn-20, and Walter Watson-27, have been charged
with murder and conspiracy to commit murder. The seven have
been defined by prison officials as Black militants; all
seven are serving indeterminate sentences (life tops) and
if found guilty of these charges, under penal code section
4500, they get automatic death sentences. Soledad officials,
in an attempt to frame the seven, posted signs promising
automatic parole and a five hundred dollar reward for any
inmate that would testify against the brothers.

Nothing was known about their situation until Mrs.
Bessie Phillips, mother of Jessie, received an anonymous
letter from San Diego which said, "Jessie and another six
are in confinement for suspicion. Jessie may not get a
chance to contact you until they build a case against him,
Bring youy lawyer as they are trying to put it on any one.

The past hearings of the seven that Judge Gordan Camp-
bell presided over exemplify the true nature of Amarican
courts. This was seen every time the brothezs have had a
haaring oY an arraignment. Security at Salinas Municipal
Courthouse 1is very heavy. Guarda with ohotguno otand all
azeund the dr;vgway where tha bratharae ara driven in. Mhe
Prothcro arc chaincd and ohashkled insides the sars and in the
saurtrasme. Pamilice af tha ByYathars hava bean glven greaen
cards with their own fingerprints on them for identification.
American courts only Provide j\igi’ 108 fay whaea who oan buy
it. The brothers are not in such a privileged calss. Pat
Hallinan (a San Francisco lawyer) asked the court to appoint
him as their lawyer, but Judge Campbell instead appointed
him as the lawyer for Jimmy Wagner only, and appointed court
lawyers for the six other men. The next week, Hallinan and
five other lawyers came to the arraignment and asked to be
appointed by the court in place of the five Campbell-appointed
lawyers, who did not really want to get involved with the
case and were not trusted by the seven brothers, The court-
room scene that day was-so irrational, so cruel, and so ob-
viously intéended to railroad the brothers, that even the
lawyers whom Campbell had appointed were angry, Each of
them asked to withdraw from the case, asking that the five
new lawyers be appointed in their places., The judge refused
to do this on the grounds that he did not "personally know
tha sthical and professisnal compatence of thase men." Some
af the lawyers Camphell had appolnted agreed to Lestify in
Eshalf of tho new lawyare. and tha new lawvers volunteerad
&0 take the witness stand, but Campbell refused to allow
#his, Finally Hallinan cbjected to Campbell's pToceedings
gaying "Vou appointed me acunsel for one of the defendant's,
bur vou don't know my ethical and professional competence
either." rCampbell cleared the courtroom and subsequently
£ired liallinan, bkut he has since been rainstated.

YIETHAM WAR EQUALS POLITTCAL PRTISONERS

JUSL as the U.S. Government has escalated its war againot
the paople of Indo-China, so too have prograssivae rorces within
the United States escalated their activities against their

Wovernment's war, Revolutionary actions in the form of desertion,

rafusal of the draft. and the building of an ever growing G.I.
movement are examples. The C.I. movement 1s now waging a
eteungla ta fraa thouesands of nrlgoners 0of war in the mlllLdIy,
and an untold number of Palitical Prisoners held in maximum and
minimam securlty.

THREE PORT OBD WAL!'G — Thrae RBlack sistars wora busted for
DEING “roway” because Lhey wouldn't tahc militeary disciplans
and bacause thay were talking with their sisters about conditions
under which they lived. They were kept in a sivilian jail away
from other prisoners, and kept from sesing 4 lawyway. BHut grrong

support from community and G,I's made the brass give tham light
sentences. They're all Out now.
JOSEPHINE RIVIERA - MIRIAM VASQUEZ - Two Brown sisters

-l by their C,O,
isters defended

re court martialed.
rge, which will

at all. Josephine
days hard labor,
from a Specialist

serving in the WAC's at Ft. Lewis were attac
and her lackies on January 26, 1971. By
themselves and as a result of that acti
Miriam Vasquez received an Undesirable Diac
prevent her from getting a decent
had a Kangaroo Court martial and re
a fine of $150.00, and a demotion
Fourth Class to a private. The A rican Servicemen's
Union) Pledqeg full support to th 4 4 WOmen .

FT. MaoCOY = Three white GI's busted by the military for
supposedly blowing up military property. They were taken back

Carson, Colorado, their home base, and are presently
ting court martial with the possibiliky af awbkwamaly high
mentancas. These men were singled out in large

of their work with the GI movement while at Fit w3
bacause they voiced their feelings about the war.
WILLIAM CHAPMAN - A Black GI who was chairman
a8 Democratic Military at Camp Pnedleton &oo
Marines to help out his family in Philad elbzla
ying a sentence for Unauthorized Absence in the Pe
Briz, He received a 9 month sentence and bad conduct

& shoud be known that the repression of 61's in the

ry has increased as the level of GI resistance has increa
: 1 jail in Vietnam, B85% of the prisoners are thir

v mare thara for dessrtion or violence against

ich are ways GI's have learned to respond
perialist war,

FAST 4

In the final pretrial hearing, the sic court appointed
lawyers tried to withdraw from the case again. The judge
insisted that either the brothers take these unwilling
lawyers as their defenders or get lawyers of their choice
at their own expense.

The judge asked the brothers to enter pleas. The brothers
all replied that without adequate legal counsel they could
not enter pleas. One brother, Walter Watson, was sick that
morning as a result of a thirteen day hunger strike in sup-
port of Angela Davis. This was another reason why Walter
Watson refused to plea. Campbell entered pleas of "not
guilty" into the record for all seven, and set their trial
date for December 7th. This is American justice. A judge
known for his racism and soon to retire, gives six unwilling
lawyers four weeks to prepare a defense for the lives of
seven Black inmates,

The most recent developments in the case have been the
dismissal of murder charges against four of the seven, 0.C.
Allen, Walter Jow Watson, Alfred Dunne, and Jimmy Lee James.
This is but a small concession in the face of the vicious
attempts at legal lynchings throughout America. The fact
is that all seven brothers are innocent. It should be
known that five of the witnesses for the prosecution have
dropped out, and have also written letters to defense
attorney Hallinan saying that they submitted testimony under
coercion. We should understand that the order to drop the
murder charges on the four brothers was given by a newly
app01nted district attorney, William Curtis, who had been
in office only a week, He dismissad chargee on the four
in order to tighten a frame-up of the remaining three,
Jcosic Phillips, James Wagnexr, and Reosevelt Williams.

We see, as the brothares seea, that thera has been no
victory. Jessie Phillips, James Wagner, and Roosevelt
Williame are scheduled to go to trial on May jrd. Victory
for the brothers “ind all oppressed brothers of the world
can only eome through you, the people.

we ask for your support at the Salinas Municipal Couxrt-
house May 3rd. The cost of transcripts and other necessary
legal tools are unbelievably high. We need funds. Contri-
butions may be sent to:

Soledad 7 Defense Committee
P.0, Box 4301
Compton, California

FREE THE SOLEDAD BROTHERS FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS

MAXIMUM SECURITY

Pepople who come out ol prilson can build up the
country.
Misfortune is a test of people's fidelity.
Those who protest at injustice are people of
true merit.
when the prison doors are opened, the real
dragon will fly out.

From the Prison diaxy of Ho Chi Minh

For more information, or to offer assistance of
any kind, please contact:

The Soledad Brothers Defense Committee

in San Francisco: at 129 Fillmore
Tel: B863-6055

in San Jose: Tel: 295-9096

in Santa Cruz: at 1312 rnaurel St.
Tel: 426-5964

All Contributions To: P.O, Box 68
Berkeley, Calif. 94701

The Angela Davis Defense Committees

in San Fancisco: at 1201 Fillmore
tel: 563=~2305, 563-2506, 5632507
in Marin: at 740 Drake
tel: 332-5378
in North Oakland: at 3216 Adeline
tel: 655-5756
in Sonoma: tel: 795-6213

Bobby Seale & Ericka Huggins Defense Committee

in New Haven: at 865 Chapel St., room 222
New Haven, Conn. 06510

The Ruchell Magee Defense Committee

in San Francisco: at 1830 Sutter St.
tel: 921-3814, 221-3815
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