This month, as of election day, the
inmate population at Folsom Prison
wemt out on strike. An estimated 2500
prisoners-- a majority of the inmates--
are refusing to leave their cells until
Folsom prison Authorities agree to
ficgotiate 1nmate demands with 1
committee which includes Huey
Newton, attorney Charles Garry and Sal
Candelaria .

Folsom Prison authorities., led by
Warden Thomas Craven, have refused to
admit that prisoner grievances even
exist. Craven has spoken only of “an
unusally high rate of absenteecism’™ at
prison workplaces. Otherwise. he claims,
Yprison conditions are near normal.”
The facts speak differently. There is a
foad block of prison guards at the
privon right now and newsmen with
proper credentials are being turned
away. Lawers and family are denicd
access to clients and relatives and the
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daily media have consistently blacked

pul news coverage of the strike.

With or without the public’s
knowledge the strike continues, and
Folsom’s industries, which Produce
every thing from school furniture to
license plates are shut down tight. And
the men say that they ire not going
back to work until California Prison
Authorities show a willingness to pay
somewhat more than the 6 cents per
hour slave wage they now dispense.

DEMANDS

But the wage gricvances of the
prisoners’ strike form only a part of the
set of demands they have presented to
prison authorities. A strike leaflet
smuggled out of Folsom states: “Our
demands will encompass a broad
specirum of grievances, such as slave
wages, too much time, the insanity of
the indeterminate sentence law, and the
Adult Authority (the demands will call
for the immediate abolition of the latter
twao), the absence of prison officials and
counselors of ethnic nationality,
{nstitutional and overt racism, medical
incompetency, unfair mailing privileges,
suppression of political literature,
harassment, brutality, murder and many
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People on the outside have been
talking about the reform and liberalizing
of prison conditions for a long time.
They are the same people who are now
throwing up their hands in dismay cver
the prison rebellion now sweeping the
country. The fact is that while
authorities have either failed to act or
acted as Governor Ronald Reagan did in
1967 by cutting the state prison budget,
the prisoners have come to the
desperate realization that their
oppression is systematic and final. The
men at Folsom know that their act of
defiance in refusing to go to work may
well cost scme of them their lives. And
after all is taken into account it takesa
pretty desperate act of courage to risk
your life for fair mailing privileges.

It is 2 comment on the repressive
times we face here in America that the
story of the Folsom strike has to be
brought to the public in this manner.
But in the past week, the TV networks
and the daily press of Northern
California have totally refused to print
the truth about Folsom. In several
specific instances, news editors have
killed interviews with striking prisoners
written by sympathetic reporters. The
only word one gets from Folsom are the
distorted lies of Warden Craven’s daily
press releases.

INSIDE:
L etters from

Folsom inmates

Power tothe Prisoners

The struggle that these brave
men--the prisoners of Folsom--are now
fighting--is better left to be told by the
men themselves.

Inside

In the enlightened State of
California an estimated 75,000 men,
women and children are imprisoned in
state and federal prisons, in county and
city jaiis and in women and youth
“correctional” centers. In rough terms,
that means that one out of every 255
Californians is behind bars.

The 75,000 inmates represents
anything but a crosssection of the
state’s population. Half of California’s
prisoners are black or brown; the other
half comes from poor white
backgrounds. The great majority of the
present prison population will hit the
streets sometime the next three years.
Some [ifty per cent of those will return
to jail again. Those who remain on the
putside find themselves second class
citizens: they often can’t vote, they
can’t get work because of their records,
and in the case of felons, they are
egally deprived of certain basic [ights
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Inmate Letters from Fols

On Strike!
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ALL POWER TO THE PRISONER!
DONT GO TO WoORK

Leallet from Folsom Prison snnommding
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Yon Sender, the white prisoner, has since disappeared.

Racist Warden

Editor i nnfé= two dvents seem ba
mave: brought abool 1he el wave Of
inmute fealntance  pl Folof 1hie
unmslerrany 1o Folem OF e priodses
(o Sam (uentm il t=r the San Juenbin
AT AT I T R Er T - P T
and & roncndoos  wave ol soladanity
Betwenn black and hown prisonein

Hacni ha alwiys been wueed by (he
fremmt - aniliooies lo wphit and contril
Ehe ifrmaien. Thin Ie9ler from & Foleam
tmriEatd descnbes low black and brown
pricviery giiied b delesd (he ragism of
the Foalenm auwlhorilies The kew
Incideént. was & Joink, Block aod browmn
mitlogy For “Rulen Salorar. the Lo
Angries U lkhcand cimnalint who WS
Eaasd by e el bn A ugiied

Sepl. Wthoof ‘s yeer hiedbng hegan
m e 48 seciion of Thid prson and il
the prestnl peresd spameodic opthreaks
afe &iifl in procem

Ibhieie laes bBeon g lowg Pedm pallérs
. inluriatee bratality and aojepressinn
prachedd here im Falaom Prson. sml The
&% sccliom has been uicd Tof  ihe
DeoesRiry Lorlone Chamber. Hoslibilty hes
mawnled high begauss ol | R
et boma, el oAt annil sepl. Yih has
Hege béen aoy phiyecal selallation an
an ofganiee || vl

The fuse ol [he presenl realsladee

W gnidted wihen o wx oondrvkdty Qi
Piack apd o kel ware brataliy
Beaten by the pnban ‘pas dssgnad (0 Uhe
d-h st of thiv prison. Thes ux
mam arfred sl last wioak from Sen
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o slive

e o ihe OBbeana sovabeers wf ik
eufogy, brother lps Annaib (A-2256]00
wan #tlackes] hr EhTee Yormeyl el rgs
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Exercise yard at Sn'e— jad's O=Ting:

Soledad 7 Case

Railroad Runs Again

Editor’s note: The Soledad Three trial is set for San Diego and lawyers have

appecled that change of venue. Both the brothers and their supporters feel that if
Hu' trial is moved 1o Surz D:r_gn the brothers will be unable ta.get any. semblance

5 rﬁ"cu!t for them to get a fair trial anywhere but
there is some chance in Scm Francmo-L os Siete would not have won their case in
San Diego but they were partially able to win it here. As attarney Pat Hallinan

commented about the Soledad Seven case:

“The most important thing is not what

goes on in the courtroom today but what goes on in the community tomorrow.
People who are naturally disposed to think that all cons are therefore guilty of
anything they are charged with need to be told what prisons are like, what these
judges are doing, what these guards are doing” Call 863-6055 if you want to help

free the Soledad Brothers.

Seven more young black men from
Soledad prison have been accused of the
murder of another Soledad guard, who
was found dead on July 22, This brings
the number of “Soledad Brothers™ to
ten.

When a Soledad guard was found
dead last January, only hours after
guard O.C. Miller had been exonerated
for murdering three black prisoners in
order to “break up a fight™ in the prison
exercise yard, Soledad prison officials
chose to build a case against three black
revolutionaries, George Jackson, John
Cluchette, and Fleeta Drumgo, the
Soledad Three.

In the case of John, George, and
Fleeta, Salinas Judge Gordon Camp bell
and the Soledad prison officials kept the
brothers from contacting their families
and lawyers, thinking to quietly railroad
the brothers to the gas chamber. John
Cluchette’s mother finajly got a note
reading “Help! Life in danger” after
hearings had begun.

In the Soledad Seven case,
Campbell and Monterey County
authorities have repeated the procedure.
Jessie Phillips, 20, who is serving a life
seritence for murder and robbery;
Jimmy James, 23, serving cne to life for
robbery; Q.. Allen, 26, serving five
years to life for second degree burglary:
Jimmy Wagner, 21; Roosevelt Williams,
27; Alfred Dunn, 20, and Walter
Watson, 22, (all four serving 5 to life for
robbery) have been defined by prison
offieials as black militants. On July 22,
they were all thrown into 7 x 5 solitary
cells and repeatedly interrogated about
the guard’s death.

Nothing was known about their
situation until Mrs. Bessie Phillips,
Jessie’s mother, received an anenymous
letter from San Diego which said.
‘*Jessie and another six are,..in
confinement for suspicion (of the k|Ilm-’
of the guard). Jessie may not get a
chance to contact. . (vou), . . until they
build a case against him. . . bring your

lawyer as they are trying to put it on
anyone.” The letter said that a white
inmate who was questioned had failed a
lie detector test. “They let him go
anyway’’, the letter finished.

STOOL PIGEONS

Before their preliminary hearing,
Soledad officials posted notices in the
prison offering early parole and
monetary rewards to any inmates who
would testify against the seven brothers.
The lawyer representing the Seven, Pat
Hailinan saw that such “witnesses”
could testify against the seven at the
preiiminary hearing, get paroled, and
leave the area and the country. Their
testimony at the hearing would be
admissible before a jury trial, but there
would be no way to put them on the
witness stand and cross examine them.
Therefore, the defense moved to waive
the preliminary hearing on October 13,
forcing the prosecution to produce all
their witnesses before a jury.

Every time that the brothers have a
hearing or an arraigniment, security at
Salinas Municipal Courthouse is very
heavy. Guards with shotguns stand all
around the driveway where the brothers
are driven in. The brothers are chained
and shackled inside the cars, which are
covered at the windows with thick mesh
sereens, Families of the brothers have
been given green cards with their own
fingerprints on them for identification,
Everyone is searched before entering the
¢levator to the courtroom, and when
thé judge kicks people out during
hearings (as he often does), he makes
them go completely out doors even in
rainy and cold weather. The only warm,
free sight there is the faces of the
brothers, who are very young, very
angry, but®ery strong. One day when
Jessie Phillip’s sister cried a little in the

courtroom, Jessie said, “I'm in a lot
maore trouble than you are, and 1 ain’t
crying.”

None of the brothers can afford to
pay privale atlomeys to delend himseil.
At the first three hearings, Pat Hallinan
asked the court to appoint him as their
lawyer, but Judge Campbell instead
appointed him as the lawyer for Jimmy
Wagner only, and appointed court
lawyers for the six other men. The next
week, Hallinan and five other lawyers
came to the arraignment and asked to
be appointed by the court in the place
of the five Campbell-appointed lawyers
who did not really want to get involved
with the case and were not trusted by

the seven brothers. (One public
defender was kept by the brothers).
LAWYER FIRED

The courtroom scene that day was so
irrational, so cruel, and so obviously
intended to railroad the brothers to the
gas chamber that even the lawyers
whom Campbell had appointed were
angry. Each of them asked to withdraw
from the case, asking that the 5 new
lawyers be appointed in their places.
The judge refused to do this, on the
grounds that he did not “‘personally
know the ethical and professional
competence of these men,” Some of the
lawyers Campbell had appointed agreed
to testify in behalf of the new lawyers,
and the new lawyers volunteered to take
the witness stand, but Campbell refused
to allow this. Finally, Hallinan objected
to Campbell’s proceedings, saying ““You
appointed me counsel for one of the
defendants, but you don’t know my
ethical and professional competence

either.”” Campbell cleared the
courtroom and subsequently fired
Hallinan.

Early this month the final pre-trial
hearing was held: Campbell presided,

F-—-—-_-—-_-

Hallinan could not represent the seven

brothers, and six court-appointed

lawyers tried to withdraw from the case
again. The Judge is insisting that either
the brothers take these unwilling
lawyers as their defenders, or else get
the lawyers of their choice to take the
case at their own expense. (Marvin
Stender and Dick Hodge are among the
lawyers chosen by the seven.)

The judge asked the brothers to enter
pleas. The brothers all replied that
without adequate legal counsel they
could not enter pleas. One brother,
Walter Watson was sick--that morning a
guard took him out of the hospital
without even checking with the doctor-
and so Walter had two reasons to refuse
to plead. Campbell entered pleas of
“not guilty” into the record for all
seven, and set their trial date for
December 7. American justice: a judge
gives six unwilling lawyers four weeks to
defend seven black inmates.

Campbell’s whole vicious procedure
to date is being appealed by the
brothers and attorneys whom they
trust, so hopefully some of Campbell’s
most blatantly illegal actions will be
nullified. This will, of course, cost quite
a lot of money. Send your contributions
to Soledad 7 Defense Committee, cfo
Tamu Ushindi, PO Box 4301, Compton,
California.

As Bessie Phillips, Jessie’s fine and
courageous mother, said at the first
arraignment, ““We aren’t going to let you
fascists get away with this. We aren’t
going to let you murder our sons.”

For further information, call

863-6055 in San Francisco. The Soledad
SEven Defense Committee is based

primarily in Los Angeles.

SUBSCRIBE TO
THE WILDCAT |

I Free to all prisoners

'53 0U a yeal

send checks

name or money or-
gaddress ders to:

city/state 491 Guerrero

zip S.F. 94110
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