


WHO ARE THE SA FRANCISCO 
Collectively they are a:,,group o .. ·.• .. ·· ... ·.· .. ' comm ....... · .. ·.· .. · .. · ... "·"······ ity. acti .. v• ... · ... ·· .. · .. · ... · .. ·· .. ·· ...... • .. · ... · ...... · .. ·· ...... i ....... ·· .. · ... ·· .. ·.··•.s· ... •·· ts who hav. devoted th ·'' ..... ,. . .•• > 
difference. They ar thers, grandfathers, and eyen gre~J/gr~ndf 

lives t.p'•rse~~ing the people and rfi~king a. 

HERMA.N BELL, 
60, origiQ.~illy from Mj 
sissippi, ,:o•ned the Blac 
Panl~~r y in the Ba 
Area'w e began hi 
long serv to the>peo 
pie. Capt~;•e·· d in the earl 
1970s, he and others were 
framed for the murder of 
two NY policemen in what 

the case of the New York 3 (Her­
uh vy:~shington, who died in prison 

In 2000). Despite being imprisoned 
han 3 decades, he has earned Bachelor's 
~ rt egrees. Herman and Jalil, working 
de J•• ivists, organized the Victory Gar­
ct~};eiant, harvest and distribute organic 

produce o 1:Jro'an and rural communities along the 
east coast. 

FRANCISCO 
TORRES 
(r:1easeal on bail), 59, 
was born in Puerto Ric 
and raised in New Yor 
City. A Vietnam vetera , 
he has been an activ­

. isJ since his disc:harg 
ffom the mili 
1969, and has 

affairs. 
ii h' 
fr 

HAROLD TAYLOR. 
(released on bail), 59;1ives 
in Panama City, FL, where 
he . remainsi:r:.pommitt~d to 
his principles and commu-

t·nity .. He is a formeij1
1
rnem-

: ber o LA Chapterof the 
Blac nther Party. "They 
used lot of informants, 
agent§, and provoc~teurs 

to entrap people." (In fact the FBI had infiltrated 
more than 67 agents and 700 informants into 
the BPP nationwide.) "In 1971, two brothers and 
I were set up by the FBI. We didn't learn about 
COINTELPRO until years later. In 2003 the de­
tectives that were responsible for my torture [in 
New Orleans] came t my house to question me. 
I have not been the e since." 

DREAUX 
ased on Bail), 65, 
tnam veteran who 
in Altadena, CA, 

employed for the 
25 years as an 

trician for th -
Los An 

write to the brothers: {include jail numbers!} 
Herman Bell-2318931 Jalil Muntaqim (Anthony Bottom)-23118 

Ray Boudreaux 
Harold Taylor 

Richard Brown 
Francisco Torres 

Henry (Hank) Jones 
Richard O'Neal 

RI~ARD 
ROWN 

el~~sed on bail), 
has .\A-?orked for decade 
in San Francisco's Fill­
moreiQistrict. Employed 
for 2{:} years as a pro­
gram coordinator at the 
Ella Hill Hutch Commu-

JALI MUNTAQIM 
(Anthony Bottom), 56, of San 
Francisco, was first arrested 
on weapons charges in 1971, 
and later became one of the 
NY 3 clefendanls. While im­
prisoned .he ... has earneq two 
degrees, become a Muslim 
Imam, and started the Jer­
j~ho ATnesty Moven:ient to 

free political 'p_fisoner!I'r He ':;{as featured in 2000 
in an {ssenc~.·t:Maga~jne artlFle ath·er-daugh­
ter relationships. Jalil has continued to serve the 
people inside and out hrough various community, 

fo • ni~h6~~n!~~~i~sn ~~~c: 

educational pr6gfa' 

ICHARD 
'NEAL 
ele~~ed on bail), . i9, ha 
orijed for the City'-of San 
rancisco for more than 
5 ~~ars, most re

1
ii•~tly at 

he Southeast Corr1munity 
Cent~r in Bay View. 11People 
who·:.work there said the 
were stunned by his 
rest, recalli · • 

SF County Jail - 850 Bryant St, SF CA 94103 

DHR - PO Box 90221, Pasadena, CA 941109 

d eral other 
a fantastic 

'I{;t estern ad­
'iSsibner with the 
ent:i 

,JONES, 
.. on bail) 73, 

ltadena: a respon­
e familyand commu­
elde ···•··•• ·· veteran, 

ked eal estate 
re his a 

L lived] u 



The San Francisco 8 (SF8) is a group of 
Black men who dedicated themselves to 
working for the protection and improve­
ment of their community. Most of them 
were members of the Black Panther Party for 
Self Defense (BPP). In January 2007 they were 
framed and wrongfully charged with a conspir­
acy alleged to have existed between 1968 and 
1973, and the killing of a police officer that oc­
curred in 1971. Ray Boudreaux, 65; Richard 
Brown, 67; Henry Jones, 73; Richard O'Neal, 
59; Harold Taylor, 59; Francisco Torres, 59; 
Herman Bell, 60; and Jalil Muntaqim (Anthony 
Bottom), 56 comprise the SF8. Herman and Jal­
ii have been imprisoned as political prisoners in 
New York State for more than 35 years. 

Two San Francisco detectives, Frank McCoy 
and Ed Erdelatz, Headed the investigation in 
1971. No arrests were made at that time. In 
1973 Harold Taylor, John Bowman (now de­
ceased) and Ruben Scott were arrested in New 
Orleans and tortured by local police. At in­
tervals duringthe torture, which lasted several 
clays, McCoy and Erdelatz would interrupt to in-

rrogate theJ□ree men. lfJhey did not give the 
~.Qswers the detectives were seeking, the tor­
;qi~~ w~~ld resu~e. During ~ .. he torture the thre§ 
~~re separated 'from each· other, stripped na-
~~.?, covered. ~it I bl9~ketsr~oaked in 
ini · • • · 
w,it 

were used to bring charges against the men 
in the mid 70s in several jurisdictions (includ­
ing San Francisco). All the charges were dis­
missed when the judges learned of the co­
ercion. 

In 2003 the case was re-opened and the men 
were subpoenaed to a series of grand juries. 
In 2005 they asserted their Constitutional 
rights to refuse to testify and were jailed 
for civil contempt. Upon their release, 
they founded the Committee for the De­
fense of Human Rights (CDHR) to publi­
cize the human rights abuses perpetrated 
by government agents. 

In 2007, the prosecution re-filed the 
charges against the SF8 based on the 
same tortured confessions illegally ob­
tained in 1973. 

By Septembef21, 2007 6 of the 8 who were el­
igible for bail were released thanks to the sup­
port of their families, supporters and lawyers. 
They are available to speak at. public events 
\Nhile they continue the fight tq drop these 
charges (contact us to arrange d~Jes). 
The Bl9ck Panther .f arty ~9s •••••• 
of the FBl's illegal ·• •• ' 
late 69;? and ,~arl 
intellig~nce • -

I 



TAKE A STAND AGAINST 
TORTURE AND INJUSTICE: 

SUPPORT THE SFS! 
"Lies, continuing into the present, indicates something 
more than the ordinary corruption arid racism of everyday 
law enforcement. It can be understood only in terms of the 
power of the political movement that [we] were a part of, 
and the intensity of the government's efforts to destroy 
that movement and to disillusion and intimidate future 
generations of young activists." H 

8 11 - erman e 

SUPPORT THE DEFENDANTS 
JOIN the email list for updates: go to www. 
FreetheSF8.org to sign up for news and an­
nouncements. 

WRITE the defendants: they need support, 
and the prosecution should see this support as 
well. Their addresses are on the reverse side. 

DONATE: Write your check to CDHR/Agape 
and mail it to CDHR, PO Box 90221 
Pasadena, CA ... 91109 

HOLD a house party or event to inform and 
mobilize people.We can help with speakers, 
literature and the film Legacy of Torture. 

COME to Court: check the website for 
and times. 




