
DECEMBER 20.-- OUk fHEOKY WILL UNITE 

WlfH OU~'- P:KAC fICE AND WOMEN VY ILL TRULY BE IN SOLlDAi:UtY 

Vv ITH POLITICAL flKISONER.S 

by Afeni 5hakur 

Earlier la.st month, when Judge Murtagh revoked my. bail, I had the 

ir•nic pleasure ef revisiting the wemen held inside New Yerk City's enly female 

detenti•n center. In the six days that I was there, semething struck me that 

had previeusly passed as another hepeles• trait ef capitalism. l weuld li~e 

te describe it _here and new, along wi~h its connection te a well kn•wn 

principle. "lnfermatien is the raw material fer ·new ideas. 11 Infi,rmatiel1! 

Altheugh te m('st sisters in the Wemen 1s Heuse .of Detentien, there is little 

practical difference in bdls ef $100,000, $1,000 and $100 a large number •f 

women are being detained at ameunts ranging fr•m $100 te $1,000. Simul-

' taneously, a gr a.at deal ef the charges accempanying these bails, are what 

we shall r·efer te as survival (er defensive) offenses. This means that these 

charges stem frem acts which, if successful, weuld hav·e· eased some •f the 

ec•n•mic burden ~f the sister, thus eliminating any :1eed t• steal, .?rostitute, 

"" f, ' • • •. 
•• • c•11, stick up er sell mar1Juana er drugs. 

Obviously the _?r•blem, frem the begintting, was att ecenemic need; thus 

we have a pt"tlitical ce.ntradictien. When the trlii.aed rn.Eircenary (police) 

- discevered this act •f defense, he at n• time in~il"ed ef the sister, ":'hy she 

felt such a c•m;Pulsi•n to,. risk death er imprisot'llllemt, for such a small act. 

It never occurs t~ _him to investigate the situati•_11· fai-rly and objectivity. The 

nature •f his j1>b as a policathan dictates th~t he be unjust at1.d subjective. 

~ 

Meanwhile the ~ister is taketi t• a jail cell, where she is b .. ked and held 
yet ,. 

pending trial. N• 0ne i-uls/asked h~r if she is i:utecent, .o.r if her actist1s were 
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fu."stifie-d, ~r even if M,T children are taken. ca.re •fin. her ahs.ence. Either 

th~ game night er the .f-.ll•wing morning, she is t~en befere a judge. He 

dees n.•t sp~ak t"' her at all. He_ usually takes turns, leoking either at a 

y~ll•w she~t. ef paper that has her name, address, sex, Age, race. religion 

and charge •r. ch.a:rges, .-r he l~eks at the .As!istant Distrkt Atterney, who 
. >' • • • 

h8.s just been t~ld •f the case minutes er heurs befere, has made no ebjectivc 
. . . • ' • ' .. .. . • :,; . . .: ·• ~ .... i - . . 

investigatien .hi.ms~Lf~· :and 1s paid t• be the accusor. He is not asked t• dis-
. ~... . • 

cover whether ,-r -q.•t the sist~r is guilty er innecettt, rather he is paid ti\ 

assume ehe is: guilty, and t• gather any and all in£1>rmatien and materials 

t• lend credence .te his as-.tumptien. 

rhe Asst. District atterney reads •ff the charges with •ne •r tw• new 

•nes added f\tr geed measure, then he recites a well used speech about the 

cr_iminal threat the woman p•ses en society. He asks t• judge te set bail at 

seTUe ridiculous arneunt that has nething t• do with the censtituti•nal require-
• ' 

ments ter bail. He does n~t bether te fellow these requirements because he 

understands that he will net be held respensible fer uph~lding any ef its cedes. 

He has already been cenditiened te ignere such a:i inefficient decument. 

fhe judge fellew.s the suggesti•n ,.f the As8t. District Att•rney and s~ts 

bail. He dees not ask her if she has eaten recently. if the clethes she wears 

are her •nly'remnants. He d•es net ask her if her babies are fed every day 

er if they have a decent heuse t• stal.y in. All he •oes is set what ameunts te 
.:•:.: .... _ ... 

rans•m and cenfines her t• a building where she is guarded, ign•red and har-
. ~('- ".\ V •• : •' 

ra s@eti. fhere is ne ~int in even dreaming abeut g•ing heme, because she 

kttews she has n• meney (if she did she weuldn't be there anyway). Her friends 

have n• meney, •t if they de, it is just eneugh t• survive with. She faces a 

•net• three year sentence and she cann•t pest bail •r hire a lawyer. She lays 
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·,,, , ). there wuting. 

He is gives awnximately tell casel•ads a day and is .either un.abl~, or ch••ses 

net te adeciuately defend uy of them •. He has very little time t• file all ·the 

cetnplex-·metieu~ece•tt&ry. rhe theught el•. trial is rep~uu.t t• him 

(~cuase he-knaws-·he-1w't - •r~w~-- prepuN•~•~). 
~:,--- ••• ,.. . -., ..116- ...... - . ,--:..._ ....... .• ..._.... ...... ;,._ 

l'h~·legai ai41 e>ders with his "clie.,t" ••ly •n the days she cemes te 

ew.rt. He ~eri~ically takes a pertf•li• •f cases tc, the As11t. District 

AtwXAey a11d asks fer deab, in returt1 he i,remises met t• take the state th.reugl\ 

the CQstly trial precess. He then ·tells_ his cliet1t t• c~p eut t• a lesser charge 

s• that ahe can get eut •f jail at tile nearliest pesciible time." Sh_e llas very 

, little cheice. I11 fact she has 11• cheice. She accepts. the judge first aives 
. . ' . 

. , 

her a letig speech ab•ut her "crimi11al l\ature" &_lid ~ells her t• rehabilitate se' 

slle call be att "asset t• seciety." fhet1 he gives, her ttin~ty days er six m•a.th.s. 

S-,metimes be gives ll~r a year.:·· She· is trapped I 

She spe~ds the entire se11te1tce ceu11tit1g eff days. It1 jail, she hustles t• 

survive. Stra,ge istt't it? Eve• im jail, the same •f the game is me,ey. She 

ca11t1et buy cigarette_s, :t>asie pers.,mal necessities er the Suttday newspaper • 
.. ; ... ...,. ~ .. ..... . 

fhe ecenemk tteed is •till there. Her imstiactive c•mpul!li•• f~r survival 

meves her te, i" effect, pimp eff her sisters its jail. 

One •f the ether restrictietts •f wt,mem• j11ils is cemmunicatiei.s., fhere is 

n• histery •f either ·pelitical •r reUgittus struggle in wemeds tiete1:1tiet1 ce•ters. 

There were tM Muslims who b11ttded tegether tem years ag• f'Jr A•Y greup vie-

teries, agai11st the admil:tistratioa. As a result, these sisters are just mew be -

gi11tlit1g t• feel as tMugh they are a part ef the reveluu.mary struggle f;,r c•mplete 

lihe..l"atari.. l'be c:s:-y te free pelitkal pris.t14rs is ••t •11e whkh they readily 
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associate with. We have not done enough to help them understand our concern 

. 1 
for them. As a result of th~se conditions, a group of wm =-r, in New Yo 

have come together in order t eliminate some of these (' 

We are organizing brigade~ of women to force the pr 

to admit us into these pig pens-s•o that we can find out from the sisters them­

selves what their specific needs ·are. Vv e will 'then take steps to rri.eet those 

basic needs (just as in the ~edium security of o~r comtn..t:.._1tres, we are trying 

to meet the basic needs of our people). Vv e· will begin to take the nee es ;ary 

steps to insure the welfare of our· sisters. where there is a bail of an amount 

:' . .. ·• 

that we can raise, we will bail the sister out of the pig pen. Vv e are beginning 

to send letters inside, so that the sisters know that we are putting our theories 
~ ~ 

into practice. Vv e want to utilize• all o{ the.progressive services available so 

that these sisters are given better treatment. fhe only ·way to educate is to .. 

communicate. We need help in all, areas. We need money, decent jobs, advice, 

stamps, paper, revolutionary pres·su-re on the prison administration and help 

for sisters who were addicts at' the time of their arrest. We need clothes, 

houses, beds, every and anything. Vv e need people to help us turn this :dea 

into a revolutionary reality. 

.. 

Solidarity in the struggle 
Means sharing in the struggle! 

Afeni Shakur 
New York 21 CommunicaticD:.S 

Secretary 
.a,lac_k Panther Party 


