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CALL FOR SOLIDARITY 
My name is Carol Crooks. 

I send greetings to many wonderful Sisters and Brothers that may 
answer the call of the distressed and oppressed people. I have been 
in Bedford Hills Prison since 1973, and years before. Many hard 
tasks have gone and passed and knowledge has been gained. I find that 
in this year of 1978, in the past year of 197?, that I and a few more 
sisters are trying to maintain modesty, humanity and dignity of one 
upon self. What I'm referring to is no more tha~ the case Iola Forts 
v. Benjamin Ward. 

This case is female inmates vs. the male guards, to restrain the 
males from being involved in the personal functions in hygiene only 
in the living and bathing areas in the prison. We do not detest the 
fact that male and female should work in the immediate area on and 
around the prison, but only that there are limits to the invasions 
upon one that may be performing the hygiene needs, such as toilets, 
showering and bathing in a fish bowl area located at the officer's 
desk, that one changing their clothes may have the right to privacy 
from males• eyes. In a prison, such as a place to keep human beings 
confined, the main topic of departmental rules is that security over­
rides and supercedes any right to anything that security deems so. 

To use a small example, if one that is involved in the revo­
lutionary and political struggle can correspond with others, such 
as Third World peoples, who are not in prison or jails. The laws 
say that one has the right to correspond with anyone in the commun­
ities. But anytime that security feels that it is endangerment of 
the security of the prison, they, in the name of security can stop 
such corresponding. Another example, in the visiting area, if an 
officer in that area charges that an inmate and a visitor are viola­
ting institutional policies such as holding hands and caressing, 
other than the first greeting and the md-by greeting, the officer 
can chafge the inmate and her visitor a hazard to security. 
The visitor and inmate can be husband-wife who wish only to fulfill 
the needs of separation, to feel the touch and caressing of your 
mate. 

Likewise, if the male guards are to remain on the housing units 
although fifteen minutes are given for personal needs, this male ' 
officer in the name of security can take the curtain down or look 
over the curtain. I myself question you as a woman or a man that 
is a brother, father, or husband. How would you examine the fact 
that your loved one can be looked upon by any male in the name of 
security?, Would you fight for a cause to maintain that right to 
privacy and dignity? Would you fight as we are now? 



This case can reflect upon dangers in many areas and places in 
society if it is placed beside other common cases that may rise up 
in court to change laws and bring complaints. Cases that have won 
and lost are necessary to decide, to show the courts the need of 
whatever is the claim of the suit. So the decision of this case 
will not only affect the prison, but affect society as well. 

We only seek the aid of sisters and brothers in the cocmunities 
to fill the court and to aid in our struggle to maintain the right 
to privacy from the opposite sex. We call to all the revolutionary 
groups, anti-rape groups, Attica Brothers committee, the NOW or­
ganization, Assata Shakur and Joan Little committees, to aid in a 
cause that is most common to all. Let's stop fighting separate 
battles, learn to group together to fight against the oppressors 
collectively. 

Struggle on! 
Crooksie 
Carol Crooks 
Bedford Hills Prison 

********************************************************************* 
URGENT URGENT URGENT 

Within the next month, Judge Owen will be deci~ing the case 
as to whether male guards will be allowed to remain in the housing 
units of the women's prison at Bedford Hills, New York. It is 
crucial that people let him know what they t,1nk. We urge you to 
write to the judge along the following lines: 

I demand that you permanently bar male 
guards from the housing units at Bedford 
Hills prison. Their presence is a denial 
of the women's right to privacy and has 
created increased harassment of the women. 

The judge's address is: Judge Owen, Federal Courthouse, Foley 
Square, New York, New York. 

The hearings are expected to continue during the week of 
January 16th at the Federal Courthouse, Foley Square, Manhat­
tan, Room 318. Come to the hearings and show your solidarity 
with the women at Bedford Hills and their struggle. 
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