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."When we criticize the present criminal justice system and 1
demand its abolition, many people vxlll immediately ask us what we
Intend to put in its place. Information about the .judicial
systems in other countries, particularly socialist countries
like Ohlnacan help us to answer'such questions. This does not
mean that we have to advocate the adoption of the entire Chinese
system in the U,S,. It does mean that there are many aspects "Of this
system which could be used in constructing, a new system of justice
in this country,

In^giving eyamplea from the Chinese system, we v.-ill probably
be asked about the source and reliability of the information. The
..books used here >rsre wrif-en by men who have spent several months
on several occasions traveling in China, Snovrls an "old China hand"
and speaks Chinese. Greene is a journalist vhoe does not speak the
language and used interpreters. Both chose the places they wanted
to visitt and the people to whom they wanted to speak. Both visited
Chinese courts and prisons and talked.to prisoners as,well as wardens,
lawyers, and judges. The impression conveyed by both'books is that
t'-^e authors are by no means communists but both have the ability to
lay aside personal and political prejudices and look at things in an
objective \\ray. It should be noted that neither Snow nor Greene • saw
any signs of forced labor or concentration camps in China. Their
visit6~tpok place in the late 50*s, early cO's, and late 60's.

The legal system of traditional China -considered that an illegal
act must be considered against the background of the circumstances '
surrounding it. Civil disputes were regarded as disharmony \%'hich
ne-ded resolution. In pre-revolutionary China, civil, commercial, and
religious disputes were resolved by vill.oge elders or by the guilds or
associations to which the disputing parties belonged. The state wss
conerned only With criminal law. As the old sociey broke dovm in
the 19th and early 20th centuries, this system ceased to vrork.
Contemporary China is developing a legal system that will fit a-modern
industrial society while preserving the best of the traditional
concepts.

Before 1949, Chinese cities, particularly Shanghai, had m.ore
crime than New York has today. Shanghai was practically ruled by
underworld, gangs who killed to order, sold opium, and ran inatu.msr-
abl;- houses of prostitution. Many dead bodies were picked up in
Shanghai every rfeornlng— people who had been murdered, died of drug
overdoses, or who had starved to death because, of the great poverty
of m.ost of the people. V/ithin a few ye^Ts of the communist victory,
all this was changed and there was almost no crime in Shanghai or
elsewhere in China. How did this charge come about?

First, under the socialist svrtem there was work and a modest
but adequate income for all. This eliminated the economic motive
that underlies moat crime. Second, the Comm.unist Party and ad
ministration, unlike the corrupt KT-IT of:"icialp., vrere determined
to eliminate the drug traffic and the crimiinal organizations which
controlled it. Third, the basis of the communist organi.,ation is th"
neighborhood or work-place committee which enlists the aid of the
people in making and carrying out decisions. This organization
helped to restore the sense of community and cooperation in the
Chinese cities.






