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aa octal
Ixecton of eonvtcca, ex-eoaclect aai 
latereacad elclxeaa dedicated to 
brlattat about chaage la a daeadaat. 
barbaric prlaoa ayataa, a ayataai 
daalgaed to da-buMdlra aaa and 
uoaea la the aoat agonltlag mya 
chat only aaa caa device, one that 
haa over .the yeara ot paaology be- 
cocH ultra-ao^latleaced; a aophla* 
tlcation that would ahaae a aophlac 
but only ellclta Chat word BtFOBM 
;roa the panologlaca. A word that 

In Itaalf deceptive becauaa It 
: leave the atrucCura aa It 
Jure rafora the face of It.
Che Prlaoner'a Union do not 

rafora, we dant a pemanenc 
Thla aeana a good hard 

at Che 5IRDC1DU. Unity la 
only anawer for a aoluClon.

Hlllle Holder - X
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DEPARTMENT OF CORREaiONS
SACBAMENrO

September 8, 1971

Hr. Robert L. Lawson 
Executive Officer, California 
Council on Criminal J\istlce 

1103 - lllth Street, Room 500
Sacramento, pA ^5814 ^ •
Subject:^ Letter of Intent — Proposal for the Neurosurgical 

Treatment of Violent Inmates
Dear Mr, Lawson:
The problem of treating the aggressive, destructive inmate has 
long been a problem in all correctional systems. During recent 
years this problem has become particularly acute in the California 
Department of Corrections institutions. To date, no satisfactory 
method of treatment of these Individuals has been developed.
This letter of intent is to alert you to the development of a 
proposal to seek funding for a program involving a complex neuro­

surgical evaluation and treatment program for the violent inmate.
The program would involve the neurosui'gery staff of the University 
of California at San Francisco Medical Center. Initially, follow­

ing screening at the California Medical Facility at Vacaville, a 
period of acute hospitalisation would be involved at the UCSF 
Hospital for a period of 5 to 7 days. After this, during a period 
of two or three weeks, the patient would undergo diagnostic 
studies, probably on an outpatient basis, being transported as 
necessary from either California Medical Facility at Vacaville 
or San Quentin. During this time, surgical and diagnostic procedures 
would bo performed to locate centers in the brain which may have 
been previously damaged and which could servo as the focus for 
episodes of violent behavior. If these areas were located and 
verified that they were Indeed the source of aggressive behavior, 
neurosurgery would be performed, directed at the previously found 
cerebral fool. Finally, if it v;ere found that surgery was Indicated 
the patient would be rehospltalized at the UCSF Medical Center for 
its performance.

It is estimated that the total effort, including the necessary 
screening by physicians, the liospltallzations, pay and transporta­

tion for correctional officers would amount to J40,000; grant funds 
required would be $36,000 with the Department of Corrections 
providing the 2S;« in kind match.

Very sincerely,.

Ri K. PROCUNIKR
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PRISON REFORM ?

*• I

eii i 0 ri al 

t 0 nn ne wl0 nd
by Ico Kyan. Daaocrat frn 

ha 27th Dlatrlct, waa tha datkaat 
davalopMnt in tha hlatory of panol*'* 
o|^. Iha propoaal wwld maka It aanr 
datory tha*convlctad falona, aan> 
tancad to Stata Frlaon. would not 
aarva longar than tha alnlaua ten- j 
tanca iopoaad on thaai for thalr j
crlaaa. California la one atata that | 
lavoaea an Indatamlnata aaiftancet I 
aattinc out a minlnua and a naxlaua | | 
aantanca for a apaclflc erlue. Ihut, | < 
a pcraon convlcthd of aimad rohbary> I 
hy atatuta, will recalva a five- j > 
yaar to Ilf* aantanca. Tha prlaoner j | 
antara the prlaon for tha BaxlnuB | ' 
tana praacrlbad, naaely life, and
pwinon'TSFi'S?';.?." cWTr'ob-
laa» of priaona to their, praaent atata.
To othera, auch aa B. Kim Nalaon,
Dean of the School of Public Admin- 
latratlon at the Dnlveralty of Soutb- 
am California, It ueana abandonment 
of the concept of prlaon aa a cor­

rective device (al^ly bacauae It tran'i^ 
work) and honaatly maintaining pri­

aona for what they are - placet of 
punlahmant. From cheat two vlewa, 
which are quite cloae deaplce the die- 
paraCe framea of reference, one can 
travel all the way CO-topical revol­

utionary rhetoric which advocacea,"ban 
all prleona, now"'
Since auch a wide range of vlewa ex- 
leca regarding prlaon refoim, ao wide 
that It would be extremely difficult 
to have concenaut, the next logical 
acep might be to get away from the 
notion of prlaon reform altogether,
A aerloue argument for Che abolition 
of the concept can eaally be gener­

ated. A cloae look at the hlatory of 
correcclona ahowa that two aerloua 
reform movementa (If fact, aome have 
callad tham correctional "revolutlona"; 
have occured In tha paac two hundred 
yaara. The problem with theae rafoTm 
revolutlona, however, la that aach 
haa merely paid attention Co the the­

ory and/or to the practice of Che op- 
eratlona of the criminal Juaclca aya- 
tem. Nhat haa naver baen tackled are

the baalc aaauaptiona of the aya- 
tem. Miy la there auch rigid acrat- 
IfleaClon along economic and claaa 
llnaa In tha publicly-labeled crim­

inal population? la It raally poaa- 
Ible that the lower claaa it inBar- 
encly more criminal than other claaa- 
aa? Or la It rather poaalble Chat 
aomecbtng cite la operating? And 
alnce chla becomea a moot quaaclon, 
for thla line oftraaaonlng la not 
likely to find Ita way into any kind 
of adninlacratlve policy, we are 
left the abeoluce conviction that 
any new type of prlaon reform will 
merely be an cxtenalon of Che other 
reforma of Che paeC. We will only 
have-a patch-up Job. a new defini­

tion of Che aame old "game". The 
evidence In that regard la clear.
Mew frllla. auch aa reduced caae- 
loada, profeaelonallzacion of per- 
aonnel. amaller priaona, or new

"treatment" atraCeglea will not 
appreciably alter the prlaon prob­

lem. Inatead we eaiat pay atcencion 
to Che ataiapClona underlying the 
acructurc of the criminal Juaclca 
ayacem. Why la It Chat a tmtll 
minority are being extracted from 
Che large population of lawbreak- 
era and aubjeeted Co tramendoua 
Injuatlcea? What la it about Che 
"boundary-maintaining" functlona 
of our aoclecy which makea chla 
ayatem neceaaary?
In aum, we can only urge that the 
notion of prlaon reform meeca cii)r 
fate It dcservea. Furthermore, we 
urge In Che place of "reform" we 
begin CO apeak of change: acruc- 
tural change, baaed on Che beat 
evidence which can be muacered; 
but above all, prlaon change which 
will addreaa icaelf to juatlce.

UNITY IS THE SOLUTION

Mi

The bookahelves of penologlata and 
aoclologlaca aag with volumes written 
on the aubject of tha effects of pri­

son on the human. Bssenclally, an 
organism which feeds upon and emits 
a certain set of Influences comnlcs 
a felony — Che reasons for which are 
lost In Che Interminable theories of 
social behaviourists -- and is sud­

denly and violently Snatched from Its 
conditions of daily life and trans­

planted in a foul soil where It can­

not experience, except vicariously 
through a torsKnted Imagination, the 
simple influences of life on which 
It once depended. This organism be- 
cosias dependant upon the Influences 
of prison life. Sooner or later It 
auffere some kind of permanent de- 
rajigement and developa a new atyle of 
hablta — such as a tendency coward 
recldlvlam. Mhara the organism Is not 
darangad there are Proylalona of Fa- 
jrole to ansure that tha organlam will 
'not eacape the clucchea of the De- 
gartment of Corrections.
A person commits a felony, goes to 

prison and la kept In prUon so long 
that he Inevltebly cultivates a hun­

ger for revenge which la eaally aat- 
laflsd In the completion of a felony, 
la apprahqndad and sent back Co pri­

son — or returns for a parols vio­

lation, which la neither a felony nor 
a mladamsanor but only an Infraction 
of one or more interdepartmental 
rules, all of which era.daalgnad or 
at least have Che effect of having 
bean designed Co perpetuate a high 
bodyoeunt for ChmCDC. And there 
Is only one body/f man idio know 
batter chan any/hthar when an organ­

ism begins to ACsrlorate and slips 
beyond cIm po^t of no return: con-

vleta. Ih>lx^ convict knows his 
true worclr^ a laborer, only he 
knows the degradation of nanufactux- 
li« furniture for pennies an hMir 
uhlla the State reaps the profits.

And only a convict can feel Che senae 
of rejection and Isolation of having 
to ask-his parole officer for per­

mission Co marry or engage in any 
civil right. And only convicts can DO 
anything about their condition.

Employees have power only when they 
can, for a time at least, act as one 
body and sit down on the, Job and cell 
their employer; "Me are not produc­

ing for you anymore until our demands 
are met." Until we are able Co act 
as one body — black, brown, white, 
and yellow bodies — Che bookshelves 
will continue Co sag, we will contin­

ue to spend murderous lengths of time 
In prison while working for slave 
rates until our release Into a world 
devoid of civil rights.

If we convicts and ex-convlecs 
look forward to the termination of 
Che Indeterminate senten<%, Che es- 
tabllataatnc of a mlnuawm wage and 
tha full restoration of all civil 
rights we must Join — Join, that Is, 
not so much an organization but our- 
aalvas. UHITT IS THE SOLUTION.
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The typical Cellforole womb ptl- 
lOBcr U a white, 33-year old who 
will aerve li yeete for a narcotic 
offenaa, raveala the 1968 edition of 
California Prlaonera.

Ihla 150-page pamphlet auainartaes 
atatlatlcal Information about Calif, 
felon prlaonera and parolees.
California Prisoners la published 

by the Human gelations Agency of the 
Department of Corrections.

Some 1,069 women wAre paroled at 
the end of 1968 with the total women 
prison population at 680.

Moat of the women parolees were 
coniflcted of forgery and check of­

fenses, reports the study.
White women made up 66 per cent of 

the prison population In 1968. Twen­

ty-eight per cent of the wmnen In­

mates were black and three per cent 
were Mexican.

Theft, forgery and checksi and., 
narcotic offenses were committed by 
70 pet cent of the white women.
Black women's crimes accounted for 
36 per cent of those Jailed for 
homicide convictions. Mexican woman 
made up 8 pec cent of those Jailed 
for narcotics.
More than 68 per cent of the woman 

convicted of homicide had never been 
Jailed before. However, 56 per cent 
of the women charged with forgery 
and check crime* and 67 per cent of 
the narcotic offenders had served 
Jail or Juvenile sentences previous­

ly-

The trend of the types of crimes

women are Jelled for has been chang­

ing. Though narcotic offendacs com­

prised the highest percentage of 
women felons, and forgery end check 
offekdera ranked second, the per­

centage of women Jelled for hmsiclde 
has Increased from 11 per cent In 
1958 to 17 per cent In 1968.

Homicide convictions for men, fur­

thermore, have only risen from six 
per cent to nine per cent from 1958 
to 1968. '

than they used to. Their Jall-tlme 
la longer and they have gotten older. 
More minority women are Jailed and 
for more terloue Crimea.

Donna Horowlta - studant /

Robbery, on the ^ther hand, ac­

counted for the crimes that most men 
had cosmlcted. Convicted robbers In­

creased frdh 20 per cent to 25 per 
cent from 1958 to 1968.
Fifty-one per cent of the women 

felons had served a Jail or Juvenile 
sentence before their Imprisonment 
In 1968. But 77 per cent of the wo­

men limutes are still under 40-yeara 
old.

Women felons who had been paroled 
and returned three or more times for 
violations Increased from 3 per cent 
In 1958 to 19 per cent In 1968.
More than 98 pet cent of the wOMn 

released from prison In 1968 were 
paroled with only 1.8 per cent dis­

charged without parole.
Time served In prleon by women 

felons has Increased from 12 months 
In 1965 to 18 month* In 1968. Women 
reparoled after their return to 
prlaon served en everage of 11 monthe 
before they were re-released to 
parole.

Thu* women Inmatea In recent yeara 
are returning to prison more often

leurosurglcal

venan^ 
d chA

...lat have 1 oouu ... ueserve thlaV 
What am I to be treated like this?
JI had this wonderful Idea of being 
[a woman, but I didn't exactly know 
what position I was In as a woman 
In this country, until I heard 
lock of doors close behind me.
It's still hard to believe Che 
dehusanlratlon I was put thru In­

side - how much more Intense my 
position as a non-huaian was.
What have I done to deserve Chle7 
What am I to be treated like this?
A girl I was called. , 
jLlfce an animal I was treated.
But une thing I won - one thing I 
gained was a deep understanding 
and love for women - for women 
forced In pain and forced In hurt. 
What have WE done to deserve this? 
Whet are HE to be treated like this?

Pat Hood - A

\

FULL VISION TOILETS
She starts Che day at about 7 a.m. 

with hot or cold cecal, a cup of 
milk and plain toast. She must buy 
sugar from the cCMtasary harsalf.

This lathee Susan Rucker, 20, 
has awoken Co every day elnca Sept.
IS. This As what ah* can expect un­

til Jan. 29.
Hies Rucker la currently serving 

five months of a aix-monch prostitu­

tion conviction In the San Francisco 
City Jail.

Because she hasn't entered petty 
quarrela with her fellow Inmates, 
shs'll be raleaaed on* month early.

Five more day* will also be cut off 
her aentence becauae aha sorca cha 
women'* blue prlaon uniforms for 
half-hour or an hour dally. She's \ 
getting no money for this Job, though.
Hiss Rucker says her cell 1* 

"crowded." She shares her call — 
about 24 feet by 24 feat with nine 
other women who sleep In four bunk 
beda and two cots.
The deputies treat Che women fair­

ly, says His* Rucker. But she say* 
the public defenders 'Ws* you over." 
She says they don't fight for you.

They Just don't care what happens Co 
their ellente.
Mis* Kicker saya most of bar cus­

tomers were mlddlevaged, white bus­

inessmen who weren't from Che city.
She aaya they were Che "eleaneat 

and nleeac" to do buatnaaa with 
during her top night of buslnaaa aha 
mad* $130 to $200. Before she dime 
to San Franelsco eh* labored for 
$200 a month In a paperback book 
manufacturing factory.
"I'm still young and I don't want 

to get any older at thU stage," 
eays Hlsa Rucker, who admit* that 
her profession aged her.

She say* whan she's released she'll
go CO bakars' training school. She 
says ah* doesn't 'Srant to keep 
coming to jail all her life."
Mis* Rucker say* there's no kind 

of vocational training for her while 
she's In Jail. All aha doe* la read, 
play card* and listen to the rsdlo.
On Hsdnesdey* a Salvation Army Isdy 
comes and the women make Ohrlstma* 
decorations.

His* Rucker says the lieutenant 
Is "kind of a bactl*-*x."

lieutenant Rita Bamall has bean 
bead of the women's division for 11 
years. The Jail holds 60 woman under 
msxlmimi security, says It. Raraall.

It. Bemell saya not one woman ha* 
aver escaped. Therk's no. way to get 
out Che front deer. She aaya she 
doesn't even have the key* for all 
the deer*.
U. Bemell saU daputlas can't be 

too easy going with tha prisoners. 
"Any woman-will taka advantage of a 
deputy la she 1* too lenient," aha
says.

It. Bamall said tbs prlsonara 
aren't always wall-bahavad. Sha hat 
to break up flghta onca In a wblla.

But aba say* no on* 1* allowad 
"to kill Chamsalvos." Tkac'a why " 
full vision toilat* have been.In­

stalled In each call.
U.' Bemell aaya she has to "get 

. to know Che people." She's In chtrga 
of saalng chat the "glrla" keep an 
"emotional balance."

Donna Horowlci - Studant
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IIP AGAINST the LAW
II -- - Iinnn iu»..nnnr.|n—- — ,

(Ulter'j Nett: Th« quMCloos ralMd| law and not In eoTTaetiona.
by ehla arclcla ara Indaad provaca- 
tlva. It waa witttan by a currant 
prlaonar tn California. Kla naiaa. la 
being withheld for obvioua reaaona.)

Ihe defeat of AiaaPbly Bill 483. 
propoaed by Uo Ryan, Oeaocrat fron 
the 27th Diatriet, waa the darkeat 
developnint tn the history of penol­

ogy. The proposal would maka it aanr 
datory chat eouvictad felons, sen­

tenced CO State Prlaon, would not 
serve longer than Che Binim sen­

tence ioposed on then for their 
<rlasa. California ia one state that 
isvoses hn IndeCanainate aentence, 
setting out a nlniauB and a naxtaua 
sentence for a spaclflc criae. Thus, 
a person convicted of araed robbery, 
by stfatute, will receive a five- 
year to life sentence. The prisoner 
enters the prison for the naxinw 
Cera prescribed, oaMly life, and 
haa an opportunity to appear before 
a parole board, who has absolute 
power CO set any length of tin for 
ehla prlaoncr to serve; tine served 
may vary froa twenty-four aonths, 
the alnlauB, or five years and any­

where up to a llfctlae in priaon.
This Cera allegedly la deteralncd by 
the inaaca'a attitude, deaeanor, 
ability to adapt Co priaon routine 
and clear record while la custody.

It is hard to laaglne the interfer­

ence of Che California Departaenc of 
CoVreccions as well as Che lobby of 
the Correctional Officers' aaiqr As­

sociations to strangle the vary Bill 
that basically aubaCantiaCes and sup­

ports their position that indateiain-

I lapfisonaenC la the basis of the 
! current concept of crlalnology, that 
I increases criae rather than serving 
I to decrease it. it can be observed 
[ that increasing the teras of the '

, sentences dees not decrease the in- 
I cldence of criae. On the ether hand,
I it waa also shown that by reviving the 
j death penalty in soae states where it 
[ was- doraant, actually increased the 
I criae of aurder. Severs penalties 
I brutalise soemy in general, causing 
j increase in erfk rates.
! Prison brutalises the leaata, the 
j guard and staff.. Society, at we have 
j alre'kdy seen, is brutalised by the 
I Wreaalng degree of reparation and 
I develops anlaoslty towards the prison 
j populations and to inaaces released 
I on parole. Han's indifference to Han 
I becoees an accepted dogaa. Under such 
I attitudes, the concepts of rehablli- 
! tatlon and restitution, two of the

j .Me can see that racldivlsa prevails 
j in staggering percentages, over 50t 
I of parolees return to prison, aost 
< of thaa within a year or few aonths .

! of release. The aain reason for re- 
{ turn la inability Co sake way in life 
I due to the barricades laposed by the 
! conditions of parole, civil death, 
and the stigaa,«f being an "ex-con". 
Indiscrlainate parole violations at 
the whla of the parole officer with­

out basis or right to due process add 
to the streaa of returnees.

laajor trends, cheareclcally and prac- 
I tlcally adaptable to penology, fall.

I In actual practice, feu can actually i 
I be said to belong in prison or awey j 
{ froa society; aany of these are dan- 
I gerous to either thesaelves or to |

I others due to aany underlying causes; I 
J consequently, the inaates falling j

into this category need aedieal or j

1 psychlacclc therapy not iapersonal |

1 and prolonged incarceration. |

j We Bust Cake a hard look at crlain- j 
I allty and penology. Bach auat be aware I 
I as voters and members of society Chat j 
j there 1» a causal relationship between j 
j crialnslity and penology. The majority | 
I of offenders are propagated and nut- j 
I Cured by the theory of punishaenc and [ 
!retribution. i

The constructive principle to teach 
Che offender responsibility, emotion­

al stability and gainful trade or 
profession cannot exist under prison 
conditions. Prisons rob a man of hla 
Identity, sensieivlty, and cospaaaion. , new

■ Responsibility in prison is non-exis- (joncept in corrections. Due to a 
! Cant. The trades and vocational 
I training available are designed to 
I serve institutional needs and are in- 
I acltucion oriented; prison-trained 
1 cooks and clerks, automobile license

I Hany years ago the cdnnunlciea of 
Ikoyel Oak, Michigan and Boulder,
Iwu.e_ _ _ ..dvW « se^M
jshortage of probation offlcara in 
{those snail coaauntties, tha courts 
(had to iaprison or Jail aisde- - - -

■rather than releasing them on pro- 
{baclon, for lack of supervision. A

place aakers, aaccresa aakers, prison [p,opo,,i craatad a project that In- 
ata'sentencee are conducive to rehab- \ uniform tall«a jvolved volunteers froa the ccammity

I

ilitacion by producing in Che inaates 
a desire to do batter to earn an earl­

ier release. The Bill would have cre­

ated for the first tine tn this State 
a true incentive for the inaates to 
serve their tlae with a clear record.

caployaent after release, only those 
who had a pre-prison trade or pro­

fession return and ara again as^loyed. 
lapriaonaent Cakes froa a nan tha 
very basic concepts of honor and 
respect, causes hia to lose profes-

wln their release and re-enter society | atonal llcensaa. easaculatlng 
without the cruel frustration of never regurgitating hta,p«rleaa,civilly 
knowing how long their aencences will | dead.•>and morally exhawted into a 
run. It appears that the ayatea is at- I society that rejacca hla.
taapting to ratain the reputation of 
having tha longest aencences in Che 
country.

The hypothesis that Che COC'a re­

cant change of poalclon, froa support 
to opposition of AB 483 was baaad 
upon recant riots and killings with­

in their inacitucions canaot stand, 
at it is hard to believe that a 
systaa dedicated to rehabilitation 
would be guilty of retributive acta. 
In Che history of this State's cor­

rectional concepts, senCancee have 
increased rather than decreased. In- 
atlgaced by nasa hysteria, penal 
codes were etrengthansd, all to un­

believable proporclona.
All adalnlstrat^ efforts, under 

Che guise of re&iniicativs steps, 
were directed to eke Inerease of 
aecurlty. building bigger and batter 
prUm. It-is latarasting to note 
that 90X of tha budght to allocated 
to security. 'The author will not 
stteapt to go into the varions as­

pects of due process sal tha role 
aonsy pUys in trials sod proesadings 
IsadliV to toprtoeaasnt at toit istua 
rightfully belongs in tha field of

j The priaon offers several positive 
j factors, each diametrically opposlta 
I to the actual goal of corrections.
I Life in.prison to not diaslallar to 
I the life in a seminary or a private 
university. It is the exposure to 

I theae institutions that taachea ua 
i ths profession or aciance we ssak: a 
I four year tsia at a university will 
I earn a student a Bachelor's Degree in 
I practically any field. On Che other 
i hand so will a four year tern at a 
I prison. The parallel to there: expo- 
I sura, availability of Inforaation,
I willing taaebars and tutors, and 
I thousands of atudsnta. UC us sxaa- 
I ins this point — it to a fact that 
I tha asthodology of criae inersassa 
I In efflcisney after each period of 
■ inesrearstioa; profielancy can only 
! bs dsvslbpad frea axparianca of in- 
I atructioos. CoBOn burglars laam to 
pick locks and safes, avaluata Jawnl-

Ito work on a one-to-one basis^.ona 
{volunteer to eecb offender for fhe 
duration of tha probation period. The 
ichtef o'bjecclve here was not enforce- 
■aant supervision but guidsnea in life, 
{the aost ccoon problems that require 
experienced advice—flnandel, aar- 
llcal, all forma of crisis Interven- 
■tlon wsre provided by Che volunteers 
{in Che fora of personal attention, 
jThese coaaunlties report a decrease 
I In recldlvisB by 55X. Fresno, Calif.,
■ an agricultural coBsmity followed 
{las Vegas, Nevada'-and other Calif.
ccaaiunitles by becoming the first 
■area to use a privately incorporated 
■non-profit corporation to operate a 
[volunteer probation.deparcaent, a 
I budget of 317.000.00 annually provides I
■ ever $300,000.00 of aarvlcaa to that j
[ coaaunicy. |

I

I The hypethaato la quite atople. Vol-I 
j untaara in Svery coasunity, trainad }.

and supervised by probation dapart-
j-aants with profaasienal staffs, supar-i 
l;vles and guide all offenders idie ra- j 
'main in soclsty with tha axcaptlon of

ry; narcotic addicts laam to i

wjor criaas cuch as aurdar undar car-| 
)tain conditions and violent pathologi-l 
■cal effanaac, tbs natter of salectlen j 
{and qualification ahenld not bs an | 
I isaua for tha purpose df this article 
tOffendara raaainliw In aoclety am 
■helped to keep up their raaponalhiU- 

** {ties, fanillaa, jobs and parsonal 
^Ims. By involving a large par-

I

j affieiantly; and above all other de- 
I valspnanta, crialnal contacta am
j creased to include every posslbla i'eentags of tha population in this 
grads, typo and dedication in special- | 

j toad areas. I

I

I 
• I 

I 
I 
I

r

I
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Lon War ii mnhit a Bfc 
Bad nMcir. Oeaertll)'

• focbdnap
aaa nwoBry. ^^iiaiaur ««jww«asd BB oea ol 

bett lonl adads ia.pikoa. Brathat WM aad 
RixMl Maiwe have colkiKfBtal on a nuabai of 
Wal witiB. He *BI recently tramfened from Saa 
Queatia to Folama Priroo betaam of bit le»d ae- 
tMly OQ bebalf of tamalaa aad bit paitfcalai Blda-
taaea of Racball UaltK. la Ut wordl. “Wben you 
tak about Au(ttlt 7. ItTD. Ibat'a act aa eacape. 
H’b a dave lebellioa.’

Kmani Dieam, oteauduic ol tbit artide. b one 
<d du> U black (ttooett who wot. torturwf aad 
boa ton ia Saa Quentta’i 'adMawat cntW « 
AuiutaSl. tha day Ceot|a Jacfarmwm killed. He 
b bobm held laconwianlrado, but ho may be 
mmied by lotto.; hh bUtaat b Koa.^ Dlw 
B-lim Tamal. CbU. S«Sa4. Now ZT, Btadwt 

«.* of hb life to CaMonda

H«ZK ANB OTOMEN CORK to )atl ptinurily 
bocaiue of their economic stilus. 

Over fiOS of prisoners enter prison tfdlh 
crimes concerning obtaining money - 
whether it's murder-robbery, fiist degree 
robbery, second degree robbery, grind 
theft, petty theft, picking pockets,, till-tap- 
ping, first or second degree burglary, pass­
ing checks, forgery, pimping and paper­
ing selling narcotics, etc. All these crimes 
are committed to obtain money, to secure 
food, clothing and shelter in some manner.

The crimes, most being petty in nature, 
are usually committed by the unemployed, 
under-employed or disabled. The people, 
the black and poor people who are in des­
perate need, seek to provide for themselves 
the essentials of life.

Many who read this article may disagree 
with the conclusions I reached above be­
cause they fail to see that the systematic 
educational process in this country condi­
tions us to accept competition and imbeds 
within each person the desire to eaploit 
his fellow being - to try to obtain the maxi­
mum selfish benefit for the minimum out' 
put. So. it is only natural that when forces 
beyemd the inrUvidual's control ensnare him 
and impede his economical progress, he 
utilizes those resources at his immediate 
command to break through those barriers - 
erected to his detriment.

It would be interesting to see what per­
centage of black men and women wmsld 
be sent to prison if they were not sub­
jected to racism and discrimirution, were 
granted a relevant education and an equal 
opportunity to prospm as other American 
cdtizeBS, and were spared the psychologicil 
sabotage that has been directed upon their 
minds.

However, black and poor people are 
also exploited as a class, and forced to work 
for slave wages. They are subjected to a 
luxurious society that advocates the acquir­
ing of weahfa as the means to happiness 
and prosperity; a society that incessantly 
dis^ys a multitude of riches, yet denies 
them the means to acquire tame; a society 
dsat makes every action a crime and yet 
only black and poor people subjected to 
prosecution.

Ir WE ana TO understand the prison sys­
tem it is necessary to take a critical and 
honest lot* at the system as a whole as 
Chairman Mao states:

It It won kitowu dat whou yon do tny- 
dtoa. unlttt you undoittaiul ift actual cit- 
cunutanoos. Us naluio and lit rolaltoot to 
odor thlop (the part conoUlod to do wbdo)
you wID not know do lawt aovttntoa >1 or 

/ know how lo do K ot be able to do H well.
Or be able to deal with it effectively, you 
dig?

White racism and materialism (private 
ownership) are the two components of 
capitalism. One component absent of the 
other would severely cripple, if not destroy, 
the capitalistic system. The prison slavery 
system manifests itself as the primeval 
means of production for capitalism. The 
majority of the minority groups that over­
crowd the prisons are the direct results of 
white racism. There is no divorce of the 
prison and capitalistic system as soAe may

tbinlr The prisons are merely one part of 
the eibotbitant afterUrtbs of a backwards 
government and poKtict. In attacking the 
prison system, we are merely assailing one 
of die tendrils of the octopus, as a necessary
piehide for the inevitaUe removal ol Ha 
bead. ie.. the American capitalHtic lystom.

The prison system is a slave system. A 
slave 1s one who is held captive widiout 
freedom of choice and tmist labor until 
deadi ot until his heedom is bou^t The 
California prison~ system is a slave system, 
patterned after that ol the original 13 
colonies. The immense power wielded by 
this state slave system ascends to die presi­
dent From die womb to the tomb, juveniles 
are forced into crime and eventually be­
come adult offenders.

It's more than a coincidence that 80* 
of today's ptisosiets started being rehabili­
tated at ages 11 or 12, and yet at ages 3S 
and 10 no rehabilitation has occurred for
them. Doesn't diis hi^ percentage of state-
iiused prisoners attest to the fact that the 
sysem is desipied to preserve a prison labor
force? A prisoner (slave) is sentefeed for 
an indetesminate term and the only sanc­
tioned way to freedom is to work and pro­
duce — in other words, make the captor a 
profit Look into the California Department 
of Comedoos industry hooks, and see the 
O.II1UWI. of dollars psofited each year. The 
prison industries maintain a cooperative 
relationship with society and produce for 
private enterprises. How many people 
realize that the profits of die San Quentio 
prison canteen pay the yearly salaries of 
133 prison employees? No prisoner is issued 
money, but issued ducats. All monies are 
deposited in an interest-earning bank ac­
count of which prisoners never receive any
share.

Xbe slave must be forced to realize that 
every day he works he is lengthening his 
prison term. The majority of the CaUfomia 
prisoners are ignoiant to die fact that they 
have absolute power to destroy the slave 
prison system by not cooperating with it. 
by not working The slaves en masse fail to 
perceive die reality of their situadon Le., 
SLAVERT. The prisoii system is a business 
that must profit to survive. A primary 
tenet of business, is that each employee 
must produce so many units. Any busioest 
that hat more employees than units 
produced is beaded for bankruptcy. The 
same principle applies to die prison stare 
system, therefore its very esisteoc* depends ■ 
on peoduedoo. This is vAy the prison ad­
ministration thwasts prisoner wosker strikes
by inflating and agMadng race riots. The 
strike is foegotten and ptisosiets ibid diem- 

, selves ensnared in a racial crisii. And the
stare masters'cbe^ stave tabor farce Is no .
longer thitatened by demands for hi^ 
wages, prison reforms, etc,

Ffoalb'. when otie's tabor has earned the
system a sufficient amouni of capitak Ik is
rented out to dm outside world (which is
rfsrf slavery if he happens to be black, poor 
or both), for a week, motidis or years, undl 
eventually be is brou^t back to the ptanu-
tion (prison). This is a never-ending cycle. 
Indeterminant sentences, strict paroles, 
tack of rehabiUtadon fadlides, sexual and 
financial castration, visidng and mail re- 
ttrklions are the ii»in forces that consdtute 
this never-ending cycle of enslavement

* INDETERMIIMTE SENTENCE
nbiate sen-The abrogation of the mdel 

tence is the first and foremost proposal that 
must be submitted to the legbtature. This 
is more paramount than any facet of re­
form in relation to the penal system in 
California.

Any sane convict would prefer less time 
and knowing when his release is scheduled, 
than the various pacification and alteration 
programs presently being instituted in 
prisons.

The indeterminate sentence was initiated 
to give the adult authority complete power 
in granting and denying paroles, and as a

PRISON OR
by KAIDI KASIRIKA

safeguard from the possibility oTa prisoner 
being released before be is thorouiM' 
habUitated. This plan may hare been plaus­
ible if it had really achieved lehahlUtadon. 
After this enactmerrt of. poyer to secure 
the ■free'' society, the poBcymakesa failed 
to insHtute any meaningful foeiKlies for 
the purpose of improvement. This tas in­
evitably reduced the prison-slave system to 
human warehouses that do great harm and 
Kttle or no good.

To the newly ccsivicted, dw indetermin- 
ate sentence b a psychological burden that 
blunts his molivatiimal edge for taipnive- 
ment. If one is serving a five year to life 
term, he knows he has got to do at least 

. three and one-half years, and who knows 
how much after drat. This inspiies him 
even less to participate in dm quasi-pro- 
grams available.

All prison terms should be set at a defi­
nite date. The prisoners - within 90 days 
after commencement of sentence — should 
be informed exactly of his possible release 
date.

For further incentive, a point system 
should be utilized based upon work, skill 
trades, educational and extracurskulaT 
prison 'activitir-s. Once the time is set, the 
prisoner should then be inlotmed that he 
can reduce his tune by earning points and 
optimal evaluations. During the initial 90 
days the prisoner's educational deficiencies 
must be exposed and his program of prison 
release tailored to overcome this defideney.

Once a prisoner comes to the realization 
that be, actually, is setting his own time, 
the desire to be free will be the panacea 
for all prison conflid. These types of pro­
cedures win promote an optimistic attitude, 
while simultaneously requiring a complete 
education, trade, etc., for an early release.

However, before anything is imple­
mented the general altitude of the policy 
maker must change toward prisoners. 
Prisoners must be provided with homfiK 
treatment and be discerned as cultuiaUy 
deprived people in need of support and 
understanding; not looked upon as aniiqalt 
and maniacs, to lx mutilated and twisted 
into formless objecta.

OnCIPUNMY
The amount and type of discipUnary ac­

tions received by * prisoner, determines 
when be will be paroled. The 'conectional 
officer* (prison guard) who charges the 
offense dut grea^ affects tiw amount of 
tirrK a prisoner may serve, has no training, 
and in roost cases doesn't fully know the 
prison rules. Thus, foe prisoner's action at 
best is whimsical but based upon this ill- 
trained prison guard's evahration it the 
ctiteriou used by foe Adult Authority to 
detennioe sAetber a prisoner it fit for 
aodety.

When a prisoner is accused of violating 
a prison rule, (for example, stabbing an­
other ptisoM), in nine out of ten cases this 
is not vritnessed by a guard, as most guards 
rould not identify most prisoners in any 
event. When the prisoner is brought before . 
a hearing, he is not allowed confrontation 
wifo any ot the witnesses against him ox 
his accuser. The only defense he has is lo 
convince a hostile prison official foal he 
is innocent. This is close to impossible to 
do, as other prison officials will stale dial 
they received some "anonymous* note or 
other communication identifying the ac­
crued prisoner as the culprit. Under this 
type of setting it matters not whether the 
prisoner is innocent or guilty of foe offense 
charged since he is invariably foimd guilty.

Howevee, even before the sirealled bear­
ing, foe prisoner is allowed nothing - 
papers, toothbnuh, toothpaste, soap, etc.
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GUgRjtILLA THEATER
aiREST

pTtisentsX

MATRON
COURTROOM

m
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WOMENS' RRISO

. EiriT

R«|t I
Ih* bctcawnt of cho FciaoMra'tftiloD 

Heufc Is Bodoled afcoc the slm of 
a 1922 suburloe, and le U Hhara the 
cheatar cans Cogathar. lha thaacar 
scarcad froa xaro, and with a llttla 
halp froB a faw frlanda, thajr put to- 
gathar tn ten days a show that has 
playad at four collages and Is still 
growing.

It was all energy and chaos at 
first — It's still mostly energy and 
chaos, but Chafe'S a little more dir* 
action to It. The Ideas were every­
body's -- all out of prison life.
There were more ideas Chan can be 
crammed Into the available time. The 
flrac rehearsals went like this:

(Noise - Confusion)
"Awrlght, listen up"

(Noise - Confusion)
"Awrlght, shut up)"

(Noise - Confusion)
"Awrlght, shut Che F--- Upl!"

(Momentary calm)
"OK, We got a week or ao to do 
chla thing, and we got Co get 
some ideas."

(Noise • Confusion)
And from Che noise and confusion 

emerged a cycle — we follow a man 
and a woman through arrest, trial. 
Imprisonment, a visit, yard scenes, 
adult authority hearing, parole and 
violation, back to adult authority 
and back to Che Joint -- Che recy­

cling procesa of the prison system 
machine.

The ex-con as an actor la Centlmony 
CO Che reaction of Che human being to 
prlaon life.Put In an acting situation 
— nobody In this theater group Is an 
actor In the professional sense of 
the word. The ex-con adapts Incredibly 
fast, gelng able to project a feeling 
out to an audience end Into people's 
minds takes a lot of eswtional force, 
and chat la one thing "real" actors 
work at developing. Someone In Che 
Prisoners' Union said It — 'Ve are 
actors, man. Everyday you spend tn 
Che Joint, you're an actor."

$0 these doaen or so people drew 
.on chat ex^rlenca and put It acroaa 
Co audiences, and It worked — no­

body could have dona It better.
And the experience of three shows 

as well as long hours of practice 
has laolded this group Into an all- 
business, professional unit. Now , 
rehearsals go like this:

(Holes - Confusion)
"Awrlght, listen up" *

(Kolas • Confusion)
"Awrlght, shut up)"

. (Noise • Confusion)
"Aairtght. shut the P— Dp::" 

(Momentary calm)
'VK, anybody gee any new 
Ideas for bltsT"

(Holaa - Confusion)

And'it gats batter all tha tte.

pi km f ym
i
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LAVERY?
inneth Divans^ 
JLjrr^JMlJiAjJesH

Under (ach eonditiaii he mint wilt some- 
(iine> np to 30 dayi lor the commiltce to 
convene. II the primner Is socoBed locky.* 
be is loand giiihy sod sentenced to lime 
served. If not, he b sentenced to the hole, 
for sny dniatloo han 5 days to the end of 
Us sentence, ediiefa in numy esses b hie.

These are a nomber of ptbooess, includ­
ing die andiois, who have been in ibe hole 
for two. three, four, even five or more 
yean, where ^ food b cold, grossly in- 
suffkienl <o sustain Hie: where there b no 
sunlight, where most days you are confined 
to the cell for 24 hours, and the others you 
are allowed out for 30 minutes to an hour, 
twice a week.

The mode of dbcipliiuuy bearings does < 
much Id mesMally scar a prisoner as far as 
hirness b concerned; it substantiates Ibe 
fact that lacbm pesmeates American so­
ciety in and out of prison, especially when 
prism officiab' words Br statemenbare in­
volved. However notUng b done to remove 
the programmed racism that b omnipres­
ent, in and out of prison-slavery. To sup­
plement the psogrampied racism, and to 
further polarbe prism-slaves, the oppres­
sive captor has invoked and utilized to 
maziroinn benefit, a class stratum, where 
some slaves are "pennitted* more privileges 
than olhere

REHAHUTATION
The hbtocical focus of the prism system 

has transmuted from practical punishment 
to tbeoretlca] rehabilitatim. At present, re- 
habUitatim b a myth and to make it a 
reality enlalb an amount of funds.^ staff 
members, and a complete overhaul of die 
prism system, vdilcb Ibe state refuses to 
provide.

More psycUatrists, psychologisb, soci- 
ologisb and relevant programs relating to 
eibting occupations in society are needed; 
not more prism guards, tear gas, ni^t- 
sticks, strip-cells, guns, restricted dieb and 
the Ijke.

The prism system to effectuate rdiabili- 
tatim, must be operated m a bash condu­
cive to the modes of existing cubures, based
upm the theory that a man wiD be back 
unless properly tiained. The idea of pun­
ishment must be completely liquidated.
The main purpose of rehabilitatim b to 
prepare one for return to society. There­
fore. we find it necessary for the prisoner 
to keep in cmlact with those whom he 
will affiUate with and relate to m hb re­
turn to die community. It b impracticable 
(blinking reality) lor prisoners to be cosn- 
pletely alienated from‘society-free people 
for years in a microcosm of madness and 
sickness, then returned to society and ex­
pected to functim as normal people.

Thb embadiedm b manifested by die 
reality that the prisoners most bkely to 
gain parole (in a minimurh amount of 
time) ate the ones who adapt to the an^ 
ctadc rule of die prism - those who so- 
called adjust by becoming mindless ohjeeb. 
robob and mechanical inen - those who 
cease to think, because all decisions are 
made for them. They react to buzzers, 
belb, horns, whbdes, etc. Those sounds 
relate - telegraph to the lobotomicized 
verebrum — when to eat, sleep, wake, go, , 
stop, work, etc., etc. A constant reaclim 
to these sounds generates a habitual me­
chanical functioning that requires Uttle or J 
no mental thmght. It b a conditioned re- . 
flex: ring the beU - the animal reacb - •
the prism slave reacb. These types of ;
prisoners, although the most Ukely to re- . 
ceive parole, are likewise roost probably } 
the ones who iviH fad oubide the prism. j 
because deebions are no Imger made for ; 
them. They have been programmed to a . 
false tesnpo. thereby putting diem mt of .

ihydmi to the beat of society. Keepliig a 
man locked up for many yeass, never ah •. 
lowing him to make ind^endent dedsians 
and dien fUnglDg him unceieniaoiously into 
the free-world society b in omtradictim to 
die rales and prinriplet of xehabilitittoiie

SEXIML AND RNAHCIAL CAST1UT10N
*Hk* CTffwtldWfl itb«WhtMdtw

(psison-slave camps) have broken up thm- 
sands of families because of dseb maximum 
lestrfctlotit. Among them b omjngal con­
tact At -presesrt, the prism system has 
mikOy relented in thb dbectim widi die 
advent of conjugal visib restricted to mar^ 
lied men only, in certain privileged insll- 
tutlons. Actu^ a class system b used, 
for only a few ptbooess have dib privi­
lege, and it b held as a shining example 
to married slaves, as to what the future 
bolds (in slavery) for those obsequious 
slaves. In sboit the cmjugal visit b used / 
as a lever by the oppressor to oontnd.

The emjugri visit privilege should not 
he resbicted to married men, but should 
extend to all rnen. For wbat b marriage but 
a piece of unfeeling paperithat expiesses 
nothing? Love needs no cestificatiom nor 
does a sexual act between man and woman, 
for only they enjoy the fruib of theb labof 
and reap the reward.

The system putpotb to faown upm 
homosexuality. Yet tts very insular rules 
breeds what it allegedly seeks to stamp 
mt All men should have the right to unity 
with hb so-called oommon-bw wife, or any 
consenting female. (The tame applies to 
female prisoners.) Sexual intercourse be­
tween man and woruan b essential as life 
itself. The tepantim of man foom woman 
b one of the greatest inhiinianities to man 
and woman because it denies man the very 
creature that makes him whole and com­
plete, and no man should be subjected to 
thb emasculation, regardless of hb crime.
Not only has the ban m sex broken up 
families m the oubide but has created 
more problems inside prbont. Young pris­
oners are constantiy harrarsed, attadred, 
raped and forced into homosexuality for 
merely die sexual gratification. Prinmert 
also be, cheat, steal and kill over homo- 
sexuab or potential bod partners.

Another home wrecker b the finandtl 
castratim of convicted men. Ptbonen 
should have the opportunity to support 
theb families while in prison. Hence die 
wages in die prism fadories, and other 
prism facilities dionid be tantamount to 
die fodesal minimuro wage. Thb -would
enable prisoners to make allotroenb to theb
fanuHes, thus maintaining theb status as 
die bread-wimier.

Sexual and enandal casbatim are dm 
two oomponenb of huuie-wreckert. When 
a man b oonvided and sent to prison, hb
woman or wife, must and WiD oonUnue her
sex Bfo and find a snifoble breadwinner 
for the fomdy. Frismers danld be aDowed 
to mafotain their responsibilities as pro­
viders and continue dieb sex life. These 
are the two compooeob essential for hb
manhood. Should a prisoner be denied hb
marhood because be ta a prisoner?

VWTmO AND MAIL MSTMCIDNS 
Various proysms roust be etiablisbed 

to keep prisoners active and in contact 
with die oubide world. The restrictioos m 
correspondence and vbbs should be com­
pletely aboUdied. At present, the stricliiest 
m mailing and vbHing impedes the pris­
oners ri^it and desire for exprrssim,' foib 
the estabUdiing of any new relationships 
and prohibib die recriving of services from 
oubide agencies.

Thx raisxKT panoH system b desigoed to
keep and hold a prisoner incommunicado 
by placing restrictions upm hb mailing 
and vMting. What type of prism system
refuses to alW a prisoner to write a peism
he doem’t know simply because he b in
prism? Suidy not a system that purporb to
be preparing a prisoner for re-entry into

3*|t I
• society, yet denies, ohaicncis and stymies 
die ptbeners’ oentnets wflh fine world so­
ciety. Msm offidab redondandy stale dmt 
the reasm prboneis are proUbited faom 
writing anyone b because they are protect­
ing sociely. However, such statemenb ik^ 
gate the facb that 9M of aD prironen are 
eventually rdcased back to society. Hence, 
if ym can’t trust a prisoner to write, how 
can ym permit hbn back into society? 
A large portim of insecurity derives fitxn 
having little or no one to communicate 
with and meaningfully,rclate to.

Also, there b IM legal tnaU piohlrm. 
The prism guanb shmid not be allowed 
undm any cimimslances to censor or 
handle the mail (legal or personal) as b 
presently done. Usually die giards that 
censor and deliver the mail are dm very 
guards that the prisoner b filing a com­
plaint against Further, when involved in 
court actim the attorney general and other 
legal adversaries obtain copies of prisoners- 
legal documenb before the court does 
(withmt hb permissim). In a lot of cases 
the prisoners* legal mad never geb to 
court, especially when he has a winning 
case, and no mbide help. Priam officials, 
acting m orders of the attorney general, 
etc., win shake down.(search) prisoners' 
ceUs and take wrib, fowbords and other 
legal documenb. A lot of wrib and ^ases 
are allegedly lost by the prism offidak 
who are conspiring with the attorney gen­
eral Prism officiak shmid not be allowed 
to tamper with prisoners' road and legal 
property because prism officiak are the 
prisoners' adversaries. The miy way to 
stop thb b to take die mad completely out 
of the prism personnel’s hands and authori­
ty. A federal postal employee shmid pick, 
up and deliver all mail

The lestrictkms m bmks, newspapers 
and correspondence courses should also be 
abotbhed. Most prisoners like to read 
books of a relevant nature. But prism offi­
ciab frustrate prismen’ efforb to dbtain 
meaningful reading material and put at 
die prismers disposal Christian Science 
newspapers, San Quentin newspapers, sex 
bordo and westerns. It b ironic that a prb- 
oner has unimpeded access to such took 
of destnictim as ^dope, homosexuality, 
knives, guns, nareo&s, etc., but b b ex­
tremely difficult for him to obtain a good 
book.

ERADICATE THE SLAVE SYSTEM
Today the rallying cry b, “free all politi­

cal prisoners,’ altbmgh a more apt descrip- 
tim b "free the slaves.' A political pris­
oner b me whose ideology has brmght birh 
into combat with the oppressor, while a 
skve b one whose envircrunental factors 
cause him to be oppressed. We have pre­
viously defined a skve as one held captive 
withmt freedom of choice who must klior 
till rlealb or hb freedom b bought.*

Our plight b exactly that of a slave. Our 
purpose b to awaken the people that theb 

Jdleness indicates dwir approval of the cn- 
skvement of their friends, fomily and 
loved ones. Until the true situation of these 
enclosed microcosms b apparent, only thm 
will any meaningful moves be implemcnti.^ 

eont. on pg. <^2
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There are many grosa misconceptions 

about the Indeterminate sentence sys­

tem. A major fiction Is that It Is . 
humanitarian or non-punltlve In Its 
effect. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. In general, sentences be­

come longer under this system. More­

over the Intensity of punishment Is 
Increased by'the Indetermlnancy. But 
mote disturbing than the general In­

crease In punishment are the numerous 
unstated, Insidious purposes It
serves. For Instance, the following STATE OF CALIFORNIA )

case histony, which should enrage any COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO) 
fair minded person, demonstrates how 
persons who are believed to be dsn- 
-erous arc made to serve cruel and 
inhuman scntencea, though the evi­

dence Indicating they are dangerous 
Is nothing more than an unfounded, 
suspicion.

Henry M. Kerr, Chal....an
Curtis 0. Lynum, Vice-Chairman
Hanley J. Bowler. Member
Walter A. Cordon, Jr., Member
Lelsnd H. Edmsn, Member
James H, Hoover, Member
Daniel R. Lopez, Member
Joseph A. Spangler, Admin. Officer
Charles E. Brown, Member
R.K. Procunler, Director, Dept.

of Corrections

DECLARATION OF JOSEPH C. ROMERO
/ WHEREFORE, I, the undersigned 
,Joseph C. Romero state under penalty 
of perjury as follows:

John Irwin

Tin Open better Qp 

CIhe People 0/
Ca/i/iornta

NAi

It l0 my sincere hope Chat after 
reading this document that you will 
nderstand the desperate situation 

which 1 find myself. It is a gross 
injustice* in my opinion* for the 
California Adult Authority to deny 
me parole year after year without 
legitimate cause.

I ask Chat after acquainting your­

self with my status* that you lend me 
your assistance in trying to secure 
tny release on parole by writing to 
Che following people:
Aseemblvmen & Assemblywonen

Name:

Assemblyman of California 
State Capitol Building 
Sacramento* California 95814
Craig W. riddle 
Yvonne Braichevaite 
Uillie Le Brown* Jr*
Peter R. Chacon 
Alex Pe Garcia 
Joe Gonsalves 
John Te Knox 
Bob Moretti 
Frank Murphy. Jr*
Leo J. Ryan 
Alan Sieroty 
John Vasconcellos 
Henry A* Waxaan 
Edwin L. Z'berg

Senators

Naaa:

Senator of California 
Stata Capitol Building 
Sacramento* California 95814
Mervyn H. E>ymally 
George Mosconc 
Nlcbolaa Petrie 
Albert S. Roddi 

Adult Aithotitv ttembere
Hami
Adult Authority 
Stau Office Bldg. #8 
71* P Street, Ream 52i 
SaeraMnto, Caltforala 9S8U

This Declaraclon la being written 
'from my prlaon cell located at the 
California Mans Colony, Eaat Facility, 
San Lula Oblapo, California and in 
the sincere hope that those who read 
it will consider my plight and render 
aid and assistance to tae In connection 
with my upcoming parole board appear­

ance before the California Adult 
Authority during the first week of 
March* 1972*

To date 1 have been Imprisoned con* 
clnuously for 21 years and eight raon* 
ths for the crime of oxirder* coenltted 
during the coonisslon of a robbery.
The original conviction took place in 
December, 1949 and at the time X was 
but 19 years old. 1 am a native resi­

dent of Los Angeles* California, hav­

ing been born and raised in the Boyle 
Heights area*

While it is true that I have been 
eligible for release on'psrole since 
approximately 1957 (after having 
served the minimus tern of Seven yrs*) 
I have been consistently and arbitrar­

ily denied parole consideration for 
many years* despite my many annual 
appearances before the Adult Authority 
during these 21 years of conflnenent. 
Subsequent to my initial appearance 
after eeven years of custody* 1 was 
denied a hearing for a period of three 
years* This laeans that when X returned 
to the paroling agency representatives 
for the second time, I hid served ten 
years* Since my second appearance I 
have been shuttled from parole hear- 
inga yearly without any aeritorloue 
consideration and have been given 
less than true factual reasons for the 
denial of parole*

The Adult Authority enmially pre- 
laata uneubetantleted aeeueattooe that 
X am a "dope amugglar" end/or that I 
am a "ehlaftaln" In the 'Xexlean 
Mafia" within the prlaon toelel atruc- 
ture. 1 moat eamaetly take exception , 
to theee aceuaattoha end allegattont 
end deny their validity. I have dented 
than annually before the Faroie Board 
In both catet the allegations are un- 
tkue, unfounded, and are untenable 
resBoni for justifying the many years 
that I have been held In custody. The 
basis for ths chsrgss, as prssantad 
to m annually, stsm from "insata In­

formers ", who for reasons beat know 
to thdasalvea chooie to tell prison 
offlciela that I am a "dope muggier” 
and a "chieftain" in tha 'tlaxlcan 
Mafla'V It la extrtmly difficult to 
overcoma these charges when I appear 
before the Parole Board, as I feel 
they literally want to belleva tha 
accuaatlona, and baaed on their er­

roneous beliefs, continue to deny me 
my freedom.

I want to bring to your attention 
that the only conceivable reason for 
denying me parole has been hearsay 
accusatlona on which I have never been 
tried. On June 23, 1971, Judge Alfonso 
J. Zlrpoll, of the U.S. District Court 
In San Francisco dacldad in tha cast 
of the ao-called "Soleded Brothera” 
that certain charges brought against 
thm because of an Infraction of 
prison ragulatlona should ba expunged 
from their prison racords and ordered 
the punishments not be rafarrad to tha 
Adult Authority, bacausa tha prlaonara 
wars not afforded certain rights. I 
believe my ease la more.aggravated as 
I was not even afforded a disciplinary 
hearing on any of the accusations 
by prlaon authorities.

I am now, and have been for quite 
a number of years, as ready for so­

ciety as I will ever . I feel that ' 
many of the years I hsve been kept 
captlvs have been because the Parole 
Board has acted on suspicion, rumor, 
and caprice In considering my caaa.
Hy record within the Institution 

clearly damonacratsa chat I have com­

pleted the past twelve yaera without 
any disciplinary action. A feat which 
epeaka well for me and creacei many 
queeClone idien reviewing the Parole 

'Board’s explanattone for denying my 
parole.

In Hay, 1959, while .incarcerated at 
the California State Prison at Sen 
Quentin, 1 Has charged with the kll- 

■ ling of another InmaU. The Kerin 
County Grand Jury lowaclgattag the 
matter found It to be Juatlfleble 
homicide and 1 wee acquitted. How­

ever, using this latter situation as 
a lever, the Adult Authority has 
dented me parole censlderatlon det- 
plte my many overdue years of served 
time, deeplte the aeedmlc and voca­

tional achievements I have eomlated 
a^ ec^tred, and despite my uccelleat 
dlecipltns-free record for twelve

1 >»«*• epproxlmtaly 
M.OOO hours vocational Cralnli« In 
lithography and havn worked diligently 
and reeelvnd ngr high edmol diploma.
1 have also takra tavoral collage 
level courses, ^y vocational reports 

alwaya included high matkari 
'believe It la highly doubtful chat 
motjter such record can be located U 
^ flUe of the anclre CallforoU* 

Syetea.

eont. to pg.'u'
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{ADUIT AUTHORITY IH PmPiCIiVEj
Ih* attimpc of thta •rticlo U to 

vla« tho. Collforolo /WJult Authority 
«« It oxlitt Intcrdopondcotly In • 
eoaplox.oocUl mb. Only by obaorv- 
Ing thla nawly davaloy^ mchod of 
prlaonar contact aa It la In tha 
irtiola of aoclaty will m ba able to 
dlacarn ita trua function. -

Row doaa tha Adult Authority func- 
tlont nrat It la nacaaaary to look 
at tha Indataminata aantanca. Under 
thla aytteei tha atate laglalatura 
lata tha alnlma and maxlnun cam of 
aach offanae(ag. burglary aecond de- 
graa, ona to flftean yeara; robbe 
five to life; eele of marljauna, 
to life).

The court, which could of couraeg^ 
be prejudicial In eentenclng, almi^ 
glvea^CttCtody of the felon to the j^but 
Director of the Department of Cor-if 
rectlona'"for the tern prescribed key 
by law." Ondar him, the prlaonera * 
treatment will be directed by a giy 
group of "trained experts" In huoam 
behavior. And ultimately the leng^ 
of Incarceration will be deCermlneelD, 
by another group of experts, the jpnd 
Adult Authority composed supposed^, 
according to thplr own literatureJy 
"of pereons who have demonstrated 
skills, ebllltles end'leadership igoa 
many fields." ma-

Komvar m find that the Adult !mn- 
Authorlty appointments are polltle* 
ly mada by Konald Reagan. The 9 mtgach 
bar board la drawn from tha ranka
ex-pollcaman, jprosacutora, FBI and - 
prlaon peraonnal. •

It the Adult Authority In fact 
method of prisoner control! Aa com. 
eelved 'by Its advocates the ansmr i, 
la much rhetoric about humane prlsoi 
traatment with tha Indartemlnata 
sentanca Integral to "rehabilitation 
It would ba possible under this sya- - 
tern to grant an aarllar parola to 
prisoners who demonstrate that their 
behavior has Improved by attending 
programs of work, counseling, ed­

ucational and vocational training, 
(but the Incredible fact la that tha 
median tem served by Callfomlas 
"felon first ralaaaes" had by 1968 
Titan to 36 montht, highest In tha 
nation. What tha corrections people 
found with the Indataminata sent- 
ance was a method of control sup­

erior to anything In exlatanca. The 
message to Inmataa under thla syatam 
la "althar run the course wa eat end 
keep tha joint cool or you will 
earva more time." The Adult Authority 
le under no obligation to sat a sant- 
anca and doaa not do eo until tha 
parson la to ba paroled. This way a 
prlaonar may ba kept In parpatual 
auspanaa as to his actual length of. 
Incarceration, never knowing from 
yaar to year what portion of hla 
aantanca ha will sarva.

Tha California Dapartmant of Cor- 
ractlona has pointed Incessantly to 
Its traatment-programs as mllastonaa 
In prison rafom and yat rates of 
recidivism have not dacllnad. John 
Inrtn wrote In "Tha Felon", accord­

ing to a California laglalarlvs 
coamlttaa raport moat Imaataa look 
upon traatment programs sa "phony."
To dacllna to play, however, can ba 
daivarouis Indeed. One bacomaa known 
as uncooparatlva and It la an aasy 
step to a mexlmim sacurlty prison.

It Is prudent to point out chat

there Is no aiich thing as prisoners' 
rights and therefore any Inffactton 
of rules, regardless of the serious­

ness of tha cate, results In admin­

istrative Justice administered by a 
three SMmber hearing coamlttee con-r 
slating of the associate warden and 
two other prison off Lears before 
whom the prisoner accused of break­

ing tha rules la brought. The hearing 
will probably last from two to ten 
minutes. The prisoner Is not peralt- 
ted to confront or cross examine his 
accusor or to call wltnaaaea fior cnay 
a lawyer be present. IXie process Is 
ompletely eliminated. The crime In 

gulden be aa serious as
r.li;f V’ltf «•

To pblnt out an obvious |,g

I was convicted together with a 
defendant. My co-defendant served la 
yeara and was paroled. He was on pa- ' 
role for a period of nine months and 
Chen was apprehended for possession 
of narcoClcr. He was tried, convicted 
sentenced to prison on a sentence not 
less chan two years and not more chan 
10 yeara. His parole was revoked and 
again he was serving his original 
life aantanca plua tha new sentence. 
It la InCaresClng to note that my co- 
dafendant was paroled for the second 
time In June of 1971.

It la my desire, chat If all alae 
falls — Including my upcoming ap­

pearance before Che Parole Board, to 
teat the legality of my altuatlon In 
tha courta. Soma advlaors atate Chat 
teaclng Che Parole Board la Impoa- 
elble, yet others asy that It la not 
only quite possible, but It la appar­

ently the only aunner In which I will 
ever obtain a ralaeae. It la very 
dlacouraglng eo face the fact that 
after all the years I have spent do­

ing what was expected of me, that I 
muse now In aqr 22nd year of confine­

ment cOHence legal action against 
mgr keepers — who idll, I am cerCsln,^ 
tske grsve excepdoo If not over sll 
offense to Che necesssry proceedlns'
thortcy .— .. — tl»» th*
Imace la up for parole he will 
sl^ly be denied perhpas to the max­

imum of bis sentence.
And what kind of a hearing Is the 

prisoner likely to encounter when 
he comes up for parole! First of 
all there are no written guidelines 
and If parole Is denied, Che pris­

oner is not entitled to know Che 
reason. No transcript Is mada of 
the hearing. The prisoner's family, 
hla council and Che press are ex­

cluded. TWO maml>ers of the Adult 
Authority will be present along 
with several helpers and guards.
The decision will be based mainly 
on the contents of Che Inmates 
central fils folder containing 
every bit of Information known 
about him. Including psychiatric 
evaluation, disciplinary Infrac­

tion, previous outside arrest 
records (even If they weren't con­

victions), etc. All of these things 
will be weighed. Hhlle guards are 
permitted to familiarise themselves 
with the contents of the folder - 
neither Che prisoner nor his lawyer 
la permitted to aae It.
Hho are considered the dangerous 

prisoners not sufficiently rehabll- 
Itsted to return to society! Evi­

dently this category Is elastic 
enough to embraca political non-con- 
formlats, leaders of ethnic groups.

prison trouble mskers, etc.; but 
most Important this category can 
Include any person, who a tiny po­

litical appointed group of men de­

cide on, regardless of how arbi­

trary their decisions may be.- The 
Adult Authority has the power to 
play God with the lives of Inmates.

N •
Now ue must attempt to get more 

oi an overview of the prison situa­

tion. Clearly prlaonera see them- 
aelvea more and more as captives of 
an economic system. They must par­

ticipate In a system of forced 
labor (2-16e per hour) or of course 
upon being aaplgned a Job they can 
refuse and he confined In the ad­

justment center (solitary). That's 
not good because one always returns 
to the Adult Authority again.

Interesting to note that the Calif. 
Prison System represents the 3rd lar­

gest Industrial conglomerate In 
Calif rnia. Not only do they make 
license plates, but soap, detergent, 
toilet paper, fabrics, shoes^_fsan^ 
Iture, and fixtures for-actfobls and 
other atate operated Institutions.
They repair state vehicles and other 
machinery and more. When the inmate 
looks around at hla fellow workers, 

course It la not coo difficult to 
determine Chat something -approaching 
half of the faces around him are of 
color and that the overwhelming ma­

jority of Che prison population be­

longs to Che lowest economic class.
Now on the ocher hand something 

that has taken Inmates s little long­

er Co see Is that In the society at 
large Che prison Is controlled by a 
polltlcal/economlc system. The Adult 
Authority, which has complete arbi­

trary power over every prisoner. Is 
appointed by the governer and made 
Lp of ex-law officers. In fact every 
Individual working In the prison 
jsystem Is either appointed by the 
*ri:ate or screened for lesser posi­

tions by those appointed. All deci­

sions are made In secret (behind 
locked doors If you will) and ulti­

mately approved by the governor.
In a study entitled "The Effect of 

Criminal Sanctions", the Cel'lfornla 
State Assembly Coamlttaa on Criminal 
Procedure flatly declares that Che 
prisons are meeting none of their 
proclaimed goals. They do not protect 
Che public because moat crlmaa are 
unreportad, unprosecuted and "the 
great majority of criminals are In 
the commualty. not In prison." long 
prison terms do nolT deter crime. 
Nuanrous studies have ahnm Chat 
confining a parson away from social 
Intercourse actively destroys hla 
ability eo cope In a social situa­

tion; tharafore, thla person la very 
likely to break the rulek. So recid­

ivism rates soar, and averyona In 
tha social organism suffers. The com­

mittee also found that Che Adult Au­

thority "operates without a clear 
and rationally Justified policy;"
It Is "legally and scientifically, 
unequlped" for Its responsibilities'.

It is worthwhile examining Just 
who are Che other people running 
around loose and committing crimes. 
There are many of course Involved In 
small time robbery, burglary, dope 
dealing and^at not. but there Is 
crime in a)l segments of society. ft«i

and^at
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LETTERS
For elate to 2 nonttae non, I hevii 

been corretpondttis with a convict 
currently locked up In Folten Prl> 
ton. Fectort Involved In motivating 
me to begin writing to a convlee or* 
Iglntlly tprtng up In the aftermath 
of Che maaaacre at Attica. Ify 
thoughtt toward prlton at the time 
and Che men confined within, ware al* 
waya In Che abitraec; San (hiencln waa 
alwaya jute that big boldllng down 
by the bay Chat you glancad at on 
your way out to cha country. The men 
Intlde ware even lata algnlflcant be- 
cauae you couldn't even tee them, and 
If you did tee thorn It waa uaually 
on the front page of tome newtpaper 
after they were dead. Remambdr 
George? '

PrlsoM arc uaually In tha aana 
geographic altuatlon aa Indian rea« 
ervatlona. That la, they are renovet 
and isolated from the public, and ui 
fortunately that fanlllar old tBaxlm 
'*Out of sight, out of Bind" holds 
true for a large number of peoplea 
A great aany myths• prejudices and 
misconceptions are floating around 
today about convicts. Ihe beat way 
to get rid of those misconceptions 
to correspond with a convict. It vl 
not only straighten your own head 
out regarding the ideas you hold 
about prisoners. It will also bring 
a great deal of Joy^to a man or wo> 
man whose only contact with the ouf 
side world since their incarcaratlo 
might by you.

Today all of us In America oust 
face the possibility of our going 
prison for one reason or another. 
Ex-cons working for their brothers 
and sisters still inside must face 
the poaslbillty of being violated 
and sent back* Anyone who smokea 
grass is in danger.of a prison te;^ 
Gay people must be on the guard. In 
abort, everyone comnlta a ao-called 
"crime'' every day of their life. If 
you are even imprisoned for your 
actions, by they political or Just 
an act of survival In our aoclety, 
you will want to know that people 
on the outside'care about you and 
are working for you. WRITE TO A 
CONVICT.

Flint Ward • Student
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NAME

ADMISS_

cm_

Lnia Declaration la being vrlccerf 
from my prison cell located at the 
California Hens Colony, Bast Facility,
San Lula Obispo, California and in 
the sincere hope that those who reed 
it wlU consider my plight end render 
aid and assistance to me in connection 
with my upcoming parole board appear­

ance before the California Adult 
Authority during the first treek of 
March, 1972.
To date I have been imprisoned con« 

tinuouely for 21 years and eight mon* 
tha for the crime of murder, comltted 

v^during the cooinlaeion of a robbery.
The original conviction took piece in 
December, 1949 and at Che time 1 was 
but 19 years old. 1 am a native resi­

dent of Loa Angeles, California, hav­

ing been born and raised in the Boyle 
Heights ares.

While it ia true that I have been 
« eligible for release on parole since 
approximately 1957'(after having 
served the minimum term ol seven yrs.)
1 have been conalatently and arbitrar­

ily denied parole consideration for 
many years, despite my many annuel 
appearancaa before the iUult Authority 
during these 21 years of confinement. 

'^(Uient to my initial eppearenee 
not bean Ih. An^
haa bean unabla to gat any eonvlc- 
tiona for fragging and all tha lifer, 
want blood, and they waiiC blood bad.

I I 
that 
denyl) 
accua 
tried 
J. Zlr 
In San 
of tha 
that o

sand toi Prlaonara* Union 
1345 7tb Avaou.
San Francltco, Ca.

94122

Billy Mth la a typical eonbat 
aoldlar. He cooNa fro. Hetta and Ilka 
■oat coabat aoldtara ha haa lived 
In poverty all hla Ilf*. Tan percent 
of the mma In tha Aiay era black and 
five porcont of the nan are brown, 
yat twenty parcant of tha caaultlea 
are black and another twenty pereaht 
are brown. Tha raoMlnlng alxty par­

cant of the eaaualtlaai arc aatnly 
poor whltaa. Many young aan froa 
poor faailloa ora given the cholca 
of altber e prtaoa aantmee or en* 
Hating In' the Aiay by the. Courta. 
Soaa younl aan la the ghetto aa. tb. 
Aray aa a way of .aoaptng froa th. 
poverty of tbalr livaa, and loamtng 
a trade ao that they can aom a de­

cent living. Tbn poor am tapaeUlly 
. vulntmbla to tbn draft bncnuaa they 
ramly hovn tbn raaourena, to flgbt 
tha dr^ft, that are ovatllbln to 
■Iddlaclaaa klda. Hbna chn poor por- 
aon ootoro tha Aiogr ho to givaa a 
ao-cellad objaettvo tost to daUr- 
■loa la what fUld ha will ba placad. 
Tha add. am that alnca tha poor per- 
toa Boat to a ^tto achoal and 
can't rand too wall tin will do vary 
poorly OB tha taat and ba aaatgaad 
to th* Infantry. Silly Mth graw

STOCKAL^
than t la Wacta and waa drafted to fight 
prlaon a war la a dlatant land while hla 
froa tally lived In poverty at hoaa. 
tha pisllly Saith tMllred that the , 
Adult etnaaaae were not hla eneales and 
were lat he waa being forced to kill 
belieiople agelnet hla will. Becauae of 
I wars lack of enthualeaa for killing 
heerla,oka", Billy aoon became a target 
by prjr hareesaenC by hla officer.. Al- 

nough he was only In Viet Nam for 
live aonthe before Che fragging In- 

e teldent, hie coesundlng officer had 
cl already given hla three adalntacra- 
w tlve punlehaence and he was being 
c proceeaed for a Undcalrable Dlacharge 
? becauae they said he wee unfit for 

alllcary life. Billy would not lick 
Che boot, of hla offleara and fake 
enthualaaa for killing people that 
had never done anything to hla. 
Officers and noncoaa can't stand men 
who won't kies their aas especially 
If the aan la black. Becauae of hla 
ptcltude Cha camindlng officer of 
hla coapany waa looklns for a chance 
to OMka an azaaplc of Billy Saleh.

Ihla la tha way that alllcary 
juaelca worka. Although fragging, 
have baan oeourlng for a long claa 
tha allltary haa boon unabla Co gat 
any coovlcttona. How tha allltary 

-want! to railroad Billy Saith to bit . 
daach ao by hia axmpla to frighcao 
othjBr aoldiara into aora anchuaiaaa 
for a war .that ebay don't wont.
Iham it no mal avidonca agaiaae 
Billy Mth. A graaada pin found ia 
Billy Baith'a pockaC waa Caatad by 
tha Amy againat a gmaada taandla 

' found near tha teaat of tha froggiag 
and provad to ham Cetally diffamat 
■arkiaga. A Jury of all white camar 
Amy effictra ia going to try Biliy- 
aoich, a black, for tha kilUag of 
Chair Aica officart. la cha HiUcary 
Juaeica Syitoa tha dafaadaot ia 
praawad guilty uafil proraa innoeaat. 
Billy teith to guilty of aaying, by 
bto atcituda, chat I'a not gooaa ... 
anyaom, and kill paopla ube aavwc 
hurt aa. For thto erlaa tha Offieam 
of cha Daitad States Amy want hit 
lift.

iM Taagtr - Studtat
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a HE jC5U>
Cent, froa pg. S
vork eh* iMlghe Into gw JudieUl 

^yttm gad conMpcg of corraction ln» 
'eruits and daapana. Lava ara auda, 
ehangad aiid aboUahad b; paopla. By 
iBCToaalag tha ouabar of paopla uho 
will boe<M knowladgaabla In thta 
araoi w achlava a blfurcatad goal: 
flrat, «a dacraaaa racldlvtaai 
avaotually affacting tha ovarall 
criaa rata; and aacondly, wa Involve 
tha ganaral population In tha nation, 
educating thw to'tha fact that with* 
out thla aapoaure wa cannot llbacal- 
laa our preaent Victorian ayataa.
Keodlaaa to aay, there will be, and 

already axlata, conaidarabla oppoal- 
tlon to thla propoaal. Meat praaaure 
groupa, auch aa the CSC, ratlonallaa 
Cba^problea by atatlng that no dne but 
-they really iinderttand tha neada of 
tha effandar aant to prltoff. Yet they 
refuaa to ahara thla knowledge with 
tha public. Ho one known what really 
goea on In prlaona unlaaa they have 
bean thara. Ha do not read about iai* 
provamt In food, oadlcal attention, 
education or training that would tend 
to Indicate prograaa to "rahabillta* 
tlon". Inatead, wa hear only bloody 
raporta, xelaaaad In their own ver- 
baggjby^o Dapartaent of Correctlona 
to tha preaa. dealgnad to give a one* 
aldod, bUaad plc.tura that alaply 
brutallaaa aociaty agalhat the offan* 
dar. Do thaae rlota taka placal Are 
guarda kllladl Or do Inaataa kill each 
other! la It poaalbla bacauaa of a 
ayataa that tuma tha Inaataa Into 
anlaala by tha virtue of Incarcara* 
tlon! Tho guarda who get killed are 
aaldoa tho Caapar Mlguatoaat varlaty. 
Hhat ara thay really like! Hhat did 
their paychlatrlc taaca ahow If auch 
ware given! Brutality! Tha prlaon 
ayataa la a veritable paredlae for 
the deviate with a certain pathology 
which can be vented on the Inate.

Moat of the objactlona agalnat any 
new ayetw la aonay. In thla caae, tha 
propoaal la leaa expenalve then any 
ealatlng plana. The voluntaara do not 
gat paid; thay atand In line to be 
trained and aaalgnad. Tha probation 
aubaldy prograa propeaed and actlva* 
tad In California provldaa that half 
of tha coat apant by a ataca to anln* 
tain a prlaonar In prlaon la paid to 
the county that wlahoa to aalntaln 
thla offender on probation Inatead of 
Inprleonaant. Thla ravanua alone will 
■ora than provide for the coata of 
the propoaad progran. It la hard to 
ballavo that tha raMlnlng objactlona 
ara baaad on the potential loan of 
powar, a^lojnant and the poaalbla 
bankmptey of auch a Urge tndnatry 
In California, cba bwan wwahouaa 
ayataa that haa .hpan a aalf*perpat- 
oatlag Indoatrlal nnnplaa for ovw 
a eantory.
Hbere ara wa going In oacractlonal 

Do wa contlana cba praaant ayatw of 
warahdiwlni paopU! Tbera U proof 
that tha'erin rata U growing In 
aplta of tha Inemaalag aaatanoaa. 
Cloaar oontody, hamhw punUhwanC 
Aamm Mfc sam ta bA aAMwr* b 
all ow pcofaaalonal flaUa tbU 
ooawry U and haa baan the leader In 
tha waeldi ■adleal tanaaclgatloaa and 
■athoda havw baan davalopad to wba- 
llavabU halghta; caehnology and all 
flalda of aelanea hava had ootacand* 

raanlu. Only one fUld haa had 
■a notlaaabU davalepMnta or raanlca, 
atf OU fUU daaU la tha larg^t

cooBodltlea of all, nan. If wa can 
inire our financial and nodical 111a 
why can't wa cura ouraoclal 111a at 
wall! Why nutt wa be tha latt nation 
In tha world to aolve thla problen!
U It bacauaa we cannot face the 
problen, or la It becauA tha nonatar 
wa hava created through apathy and 
dltlntereat la too large to handle!

JOE KOMERO
Cont, frcn pg. 10

It la a fact that during ny 21 yrs.
In prlaon I have never been apprehen­

ded for being under tha influence of 
liquor, narcotlca, nor for the poatea- 
tlon of nonlaa, nor any auch type 
contraband. Again, tha elicit Iona 
believed by Che Parole Board, while 
being untrue, have allowed then Co 
deny ne relief via releaee on parole. 
*Io point out an obvloua InJuaClce:
I waa convicted together with a co- 
defendant. Ky co-defendant aervct^ 13 
yeara and waa paroled. He waa on pa­

role for a period of nine nonCha and 
Chen waa apprehended for poaaeaalon 
of narcotlca. He waa tried, convicted 
aentenced Co prlaon on a aentence not 
leaa than two yeara and not aiore than 
10 yeara. Hla parole waa revoked and 
again he waa aervlng hla original 
life aentence plua Che new aentence.
It la Intereatlng to note chat iny co­

defendant waa paroled for the eecond 
tiwe In June of 1971.

It la deaire, that If all elae 
falla — Including wy upcowlng ap­

pearance before Che Parole Board, to 
teat Che legality of ny alcuatlon In 
the courca. Sone advtaora acate chat 
teaclng Che Parole Board la inpoa- 
Bible, yat ochera aay Chat It la not 
only quite poaalble, but It la appar­

ently the only wanner In which I will 
ever obtain a ralaaae. It la very 
dlacouraglng to face the fact Chat 
after all Che yearn I have apenc do­

ing what waa expected of no, that I 
■uat now In wy 22nd year of confloe- 
■enc coaaMnce legal action agalnat 
ay kaapera — who will, I aw certain, 
taka grave axcapclbn If not over all 
offanaa to the necaaaary proceadlnga
TO reiterate, court action and 

public praaaura are the only thlnga 
Chat will help wa to aecure ^ re- 
laaae...

I have five alacera, a brother and 
a aoo. Hy aon returned frow a tour of 
duty In VUt Ha approxtataly alx 
BOBtba age. Without reaervaclon, I 
want ^ freedoa and I want to bo with 
BV fally. Tot, I m told thla caanot 
bo accowpllabad unlaaa I atand ba- 
fora tho Adult Authority and adnlt 
that all tha allegatlona aada agalnat 
■a ara tma and correct. Then and 
only than, will they poaaibly, juat 
poaaibly eonaldar aa for ralaaaa.
Thla U a calculatad rUk. They ara 
aakl^ that I atelt to totally un- 
trua aecuaatiooB and than they aak 
that I taka a chanea that thay aay or 
My net parela aa chan or aver.
ThU Uttar U tha only waana of 

eoanunleatloa available to aa In , 
attqpvtlag to aaak oucalde aaaUC- 
aaea. It ahould ba parfaccly obvlaia 
that I cannet fight tha CallfomU 
Mult Mt|uirUyS I cannot aaka than 
bolleva an, and I cannot aaka chan 
raUaaa aa without aaaUtanea.

If you ara Incaraacod U ay altna- 
tlon after conaldarlag thla letter 
and Ita eoatanta, aay cerraapandaa.. 
on V bahalf ahouU be directed eltiiar 
to the offlcUU lutad on tha Ijlrat 
page and/or to Oo follcwlag:

,1
Mr. H. Kerr, Chaltwan 
California Adult Authority 
71& P Street, Building #8 
Sacramento. California 95814
Mr. R.K. Procunler 
Director of Corrections 
(sane as Mr. Kerr)
Hon. Ronald Reagan, Governor 
State Capitol
Sacranento, California 958.14

V
Aese gentlemen are at liberty as 

an act of choice and/or discretion 
to make reconnendaclons to the Adult 
Authority.

Perhaps any and all publications, 
periodicals, or Mexican/American 
groups dho may be able to lend as­

sistance can be contacted. It Is Sug­

gested that any letters be submitted 
prior to^December, 1971 In order that 
they be available Tor the first week 
In March, 1972 when I appear before 
the Parole Board for my 14th appear­

ance for parole consideration.
Your every assistance and conslder- 

atl-n ■.■ill be deeply appreciated by 
myself, my son, and the members of 
my loaedlate family. I firmly believe 
that this letter literally reeks 
with Injustice. I do Implore you to 
cooie to my assistance.
Thank you for any help you can give 

me In this matter.
Executed this 31st day of Oct.,

1971 at San Uils Obispo, Calif.
I declare under penalty of per­

jury that the foregoing Is true and 
correct.

Reapeetfully,

Joseph C. Rowero, Declarant_ _ ^

7UuU "Aulhoritij
Cont. from pgall
would aUoat aay chat criminality la 
supported or at least tacitly per- 
wlcted by tha Aaerlean public. In Che 
upper echelons - Che people with 
■oney and power - Che Incidence of 
crlwes like price fixing, Inceae tax 
evasion, monopoly or oligopoly, en­

vironmental destruction, aelary pad­

ding, aalbeszelemtnc etc., which go 
unpunished, la staggering. So one la 
forced to aak, 'Why ls.lt naceaaary 
bhac a group of 28,000 very poor 
people In this state alone (250,000 
netlotsflde) be singled out for pun- 
lahaant procedures that have not 
changed significantly In theory or 
practice since tha middle ages!"

Prisoners, for good reasons, ara 
beginning to feel a "sense of Injus­

tice" that, coupled with over crowd­

ing, herraaaaent, poor condiclons 
generally, haa created an axploslve 
ataosphere. Bacauaa of this Che Prl- 
aoners' Onion haa fonaed to represent 
convict needs to help minimise vio­

lence and Insure that meaningful In- 
tellagant cbenga coaea about Instead 
of regression towards clghcanad 
security as haa been the recent 
trend.

Wa think It Imperative that the 
Indatarmlaata aentence U allmlnecad 
and Chat the Mult Authority ba ra- 
■ovod from political control. He 
desire a dapellclcallsatton of the 
entire prison systaa; chat the vmll 
of sacroqr ba lifted and that tha 
isMtas be given accmss to the com­

munity.

Joaquin Wilson - Stodant A Dx-GI
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IPUBLIC INDIFFERAN^
I don't want to talk, specifically, 

about problems in prison •• for we 
oirvpow they arc iireat, indeed — 
but rather to talk about one response 
to those prob'ems.

It seems axiomatic that the only 
way a problem Is defined as such in 
this society is for the persons most 
serlouslj- involved to take an active 
part In its definition.

tlhat mijht best illustrate the cut- 
rent tenor of attitudes toward pri­

sons was contained in a report in 
I9fi8 from the Jojnt Coanisslon on 
Correct-onal Manpoiver: ,

One must conclude .. that the 
public fee,Is that the correc­

tions system is Inadequate.
At the same time, the public 

, is not eager to help bring 
about change ..
Since Che public is not interested 

in change then we have to educate 
then — hence we have formed the 
Prisoners' Union.
The Union is a group of ex-convicts 

who have Joined together in a cnmnon 
enterprise dedicated to bringing 
about some change in Che prison sys­

tem. We know the system is inequit­

able — it filters out, from the 
large class of law-violators through 
a process known only to itself, a 
small number and heaps a dispropor­

tionate vengeance upon them (no 
matter if it's called punishment or 
"treatment") in an effort Co expiate 
society's quilt for its essential 
lawlessness. And I cite Daniel Bell's 
book. Crime as- an American Hay of 
Life, to illustrate what I mean. \
We feel that terrible injustices 

are being done to this small minority 
of citizens and that they are being 
forced to bear inequities far beyond 
what society's professed aim is in 
their regard.

Moreover, we would like Co see a 
return to Che "Classical School" of 
criminology as put forward by the . 
rational scholars of 200 years ago.

men such as Jeremy Bentham in En­

gland and Ceaare Beccaria in Italy. 
We, as a convict organization, are 
calling for a tot^ application of 

_^he Jaw. If one breaks the law let 
htra be punished by society. But we 
want clear and impartial enforce­

ment; we want everyone who Connies 
a crime Co receive speedy, fair and 
equal Justice. He want an end to 
such obviously discriminating prac­

tices as allowing Che executives of 
General Electric, who through price- 
fixing, CO steal millions from the 
people while a black from Che ghetto 
serves 11 years and is ultimately 
killed for a $70.00 robbery.
We want morallsm, religion and 

their social pseedo-aclences out of 
corrections. He demand justice^ And 
we want an admission from the cor­

rectional organizations Chat they 
don't know what they're doing. That 
they're destroying people in Che 
name of "treatment" which has no 
scientific validity. Since they 
don't know what they're doing Che 
best thing they can do is to do the 
least. If they must Imprison humans 
leave them alonel

Their protestations to the con­

trary. they know nothing about human 
behavior and the effects of liqiri- 
soning men and women. Twenty years 
ago Barnes and Teeters, in chair 
classic crlminr'logy text, noted:

,. a sort of punitive halo has 
been built around Che modern 
prison which Che public refuses 
to dislodge.

We want to expose Chat halo for 
what it .hides. That the escablieh- 
menC, through its prisons, is re­

pressing the most powerless people 
in this society. That its prisons 
are by no accident populated by the 
poor, the black and the brown.

They know their prlsop system is 
a failure, and yet they refuse Co 
admit it. But it's only a failure in 
terms of its stated goals; perhaps 
their "hidden agenda" la working 
quite well)

Heverchelesa we can only proceed 
on the stated goafs and so we have 
formed a set of goals in response: .

Prisoners' Union Goals 
He demand sgermination of:
I. ECOWOinC KPlOlTAnCII
II. m uuM'mumuMi suimici

STsm
III. miAL OF HOUN AHb Cmi. U6HI8

1. livloymeat wlthonc a maaeoable
wags.

2. Bivloyatnc withaut workara* eonp-
anaatloa or banaflts.

3. laflxlnt of sancaaeos.
4. Delay in Santsttelag.
5. ganteneint with Irralevaac, act-

anclfleally Invalid, uajuac, 
arbitrary, or nhiaaleal guida- 
llaas.

6. gavoeatlon of parols wicbeot dwa
proeaaa,

7. Brutal Craacaant on the part of
guards, and prison staff, 

g. lactaa.
9. Denial of baste civil rights.
10. Infarlor, Ineoavotant, and tn-

auffietanc aadteal traataant.
11. Arbitrary, indafinita punitiva

aagragacion.

12. Inadaqnata educational and
vocational prograaa.

13. Forced partleipaCloo in tnbiaana
and ineffective "treataeat" 
prograaa.

14. Basertecions on priaonara'
efforts to llclgaca.

15. Denial of full civil rights
upon release.

Strategies:

1. Organize e unified, ailti-raeial 
union which can work efficiently 
coward our ralleccive goals.
2. Ictain attorneys to help gain our 
Objeetlvea through the eeurte.
3. Appear before legislative bodlas 
to provide aorc eoaplete Inferaaclon 
about priaona and prison eenditions.
4. Educate Che public tbro««b the 
aadla, our own newepaper, and public 
speaking on prisons and traataant of 
prisoners.

5. Collectively bargain with prison 
adalnistractons.

prison or Slavery
cont. from pg. 9
to liberate the slaves. For none should deny 
that as long as he docs not know that he, 
his Family, friends or loved ones arc slaves, 
there will be no will to resist. We must not 
overlook that the only thing necessary for 
the triumph of evil exploitation and sub* 
jiigation, is that the cuiisekutious people 
do nothing.

In au. casts, theory must precede action 
and knowledge must precede both. The 
prison slave system mast be opened, ex­
posed and eradicated. The first step to at­
tainment is to elevate the consciousness of 
the people. Who among you dates to quar­
rel with the maxim. Tie who controls minds 
- has very little to fear from bodies?* The 
speediest and surest way to annihilate this 
prison system is to quit cooperating with 
it. Too many poor, oppressed, and inno­
cent people ate hilling victim to slavery 
because those charged with the responsi­
bility of pnxnoling the general welfare are 
sending that much needed at home tax 
dollar abraqd to laundi the offensive, to 
exploit, to subjugate, and when the need 
arises, exterminate..

It is no accident or coincidence that in 
the height of financial crisis, the prison- 
slave camps are being inundated with the 
poor, the black, the minorities of all levels 
and ideologies. It is no haphazard occur­
rence that all black and reform advocating 
leaders are being exiled, imprisoned or 
murdered. Throughout history, the weakest 
groups were the first eliminated. We, the 
poor and black are at present the weakest 
and least organized. This unorguiization of 
the poor and black people is best evidenced 
by our numbers bt prison slavery, and also 
by die amount of time we must spend 
there, away fttxn our bmilies, friends and 
loved ones.

Whatever artificial barriers you have 
erected in your mind about the good of 
prisoos, we hope this article has enlist- 
ened you sufficiently as to leave no doubt 
dut prison Is staoeiy.

Will TOI HUE THIS COHVICTf

Gnorge Doyla - age 36 • BIS702 - g.q. 
Appaacs befora Adult Authority 12/71.- 
Ixparlanca: Garaga 4 Sarvica Station 
Hachanle, fliaat Natal, Saalar, Faintar 
Vamlahar, Tardwn, BoiHtkaapar. Etc.. 
Contact: 664-431S for furthar info.

WE MUST UNIONIZE I
HEMBEBSHIF FORM:

Prlaonera' Union - 664-4315 
U45 7 th Ave.
S.F.. Ca 94122

NAta

ADDRBSS_

cm
FH0HE(heM)_ _(work)_

TTFE or MiaEBSBIF:

Convict_ _  Z-CoDviet_ _

Cltlaan Honorary ___
TBAEU NEHEEBSHIF DOES:

$8.00 ■ Outaida Nnbarahtp 
$4.00 • Inalda IMbarahip

(Haakarahtp tneludaa a anbaerlptlon 
to THE OmUH).
$4.00 • for Subacrlptlon «

teOmLAHonly ___


