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CONVICT UNITY
July 1, IMS

■ THE RED-NECKED
BUSHBEATER

IS BEAT AGAIN

At last the muckrakers
who publish the OUTLAW
have been apprehended and
sent away. Never again
will that subversive ragdis­
turb the stagnant placidity
of San Quentin. But yihat’s
this?? THE OUTLAW!!!
Better luck next time Red.
(Convicts’ nickname for San
Quentin warden Louis Nel­
son.) How many bum beefs
does that makenow??? About
27. Give it up Red, or tell us
where it’s at. Don’t you
realize you’ve got 4,000 ofas?n!!!

« • * • •
Earlier in thU century,

men striking against slavery
sang a song with the follow­
ing chorus: “Which side are
you on, boys, which side are

you on?’’ Seems like we 
ought to be singing that song
today. Some of us cons
don’t seem to know what side
we’re on. We’re obsessed
with near-sighted disputes
based on race, ideology,
group identity, and so on.
We expend ourenergies des­
pising and distrusting each
other. All of this is helping
the CDC. We permit them to
keep us at each others
throats. A handful of us
are calling for UNITY. This
is for a purpose. We want
to crush this empire that
has been erected on our
sufrerit«. We call for 4,000
unitetr convicts. Wake up!!!
put your prejudices, biases,
and class distinctions aside
for the purposes of our fight
with the CDC. YES! The
time has once again come to
speak of UNI'TY. Not par­
tial UNITY. Not meaningless
nor aimless UNITY, but
whole and purposeful UNITY.
A UNITY that includes every
man wearing blue denim, a
UNITY that includes every
man who is aware of the

need to overthrow me CDC
if we are to ever again be
dealt with as men and not
as chattel. UNITY that can
show the tree world that we
are reasonable in spite of
the imreasonable response
of the CDC to our plea for
relief from meir-evil ex­
cesses. UNITY matwill rally
to us support from the out­
side that will carry our plea
to the proper places. Our
outside suppoj’t will publicly
embarrass die CDC and the
AA. They will carry the
main force of our cause.
’They will set the stage for
us. BUT the stage is set
for us as REASONABLE
CONVICTS. The stage is
NOT set for MAD DOG CON­
VICTS. We will l^e every­
thing if we play into the
CDC’s hands and let them
move us into a riotsituation.
DON’T let BIG BED WIN
at this point in the game!!
All he needs is a riot situa­
tion. DON’T let a riot or
fire or any disturbanceallow
his bully hand to fall. We’re
not afraid of him. BUT we

lose our whole fight when we
light wim his pig tools. So
let’s loosen up the atmo­
sphere in here. Don’t let
the pigs harrass you into
a bad move. Play me shit
for them. Don’t be so criti­
cal of the omer races ....
Let’s Get It Togemer fo> a'
while. By getting it togemer
we can get the CDC. So
Wake Up!!! ’Die CDC is
the enemy, NOT some omer
convict Kang bi!!! We
are going to have our UNITY
DAY in AUGUST. It wiU
be our final move on me

'CDC, it wUl be the CON­
VICT’S REASONABLfi re­
quests fbr an investigation
by the legislators. Our out­
side support will be backing
us all the way! Watch for
the next issue of ’THE OUT­
LAW for more information
about UNITY DAY AUGUST.
The OUTLAW has me
righteous drawings!! UNITY,
BLACK, BROWN, WHITE,
UNITY!!!

FIRST

AMENDMENT
DENIED

On March 29, 1971, Bobby Bly,
Htlaon W. Hllliaos, JsMS I.
Gallagher, John A. Dominguce,
Robert 1, Johns, Henry Castro,
Wayne Ladd, Anthony Castro and
Jack Kshone wrote a letter to
Raynond Procunler In which they
requested that they be pemltted
to correspond with whomever they
wished, receive whatever period­

icals they wanted and especially
the right to apeak out against
the system. Consequently the
petitioners were taken to the
Adjustment Onter In Polsom.

Freedom of speech Is often
used by the pmeerful as a sim­

ple steam valve - speak all you
need to but don't act. In pri­

son, men are not even allowed
to speak out. When they do,
the powerful take action; they
take Che speakers Co Che hole.

The powerful never really
have Co ICmnlze charges or ac- 
cuaaclona, being ’Wllltanc" la
enough. And 'SslllCaney' la all
Che. posierful need to draw them
together.

Hally Burkhardt X

A LETTER
COPY OF LETTER SENT BY FOLSOM INMATES
TO RAYMOND K. PROCDNIER
Folsom State Prison, Repress, Calif.
March 29, 1971

Hr. R.K. Procunler, Director of Cor­

rections, State Bldg, #8, 714 "P" SC.
Sacramento, Ca. 94815
Dear Hr. Procunler:

This letter reflects the views of
the majority of the men et Folsom and

la written In their behalf. Flrsbv we
wish to congratulate you on your"new"
awareness and apparent understanding
of our true situation and desperate
need for penal reform.

Second, all of us heartily applaud
your new outspoken stand, notwith­

standing the political reality of It.
In ahort,we,the convicts,are whole­

heartedly In your comer and behind
you In your attempt to bring about
meaningful prison reform. He stand
ready to assist you in every pos­

sible way.
This new stance has,howsver,creat­

ed serious problems and dangers for
us, Che cbnvlccs. In many cases, our
lives are In danger. Let us explain:
The old-guard prison officer and

mambers of the custody coaplex are
extremely antl-Procunler. They feel
you are robbing them of power(the
arbitrary power to do wbMa^rer they
choose)long a part of tln|^ author­

itarian makeup and state of mind.
As a result, the custody "bloc" has
begun agltetlng, or attainting to
agitate, Inter-raclal violence, to
create severe violent Incidents be­

tween Inmates In order to Justify
going back-to the "old" way or"thelr"
way of doing things.

First there was e campeign of lit­

tle things. The officer on the In­

spection post telling all the men go­

ing through to the llbr^ or lower
yard,'Veil, 1 sea Procuhlar'e going
to have each of you move In with a
'nigger'." This was perroted for eev-

ersl weeks by other oBflccrs (Ewing
In the ness hall, etc.,etc.).
Than our Black neighbors began tel­

ling us of the reverse eoanMnta from
ocher officers Co thek. Then there
began a great number ol(^ arbitrary
shakedowns. A list of names was cir­

culated to officers and harrassmenc
shake-downs began — arbitrary cell
shakedowns, unwarranted confiscation
of books and wltlngs from men's
cells which were not contraband.
(Check with Judges Mundc and
Crlatoforo for Che Influx of writs
complaining Co Che Superior Court.
A tiny percentage of Che true hap­

penings.) Always these things were
done In Che' name of Procunler who,
ostensibly, ordered this. Then be­

gan a sarlas of personal agitation
Incidents trying to rile up Haxlcans
agalnac Negroes, and Whites against
everyone. For example: Call moves
Into known unstable person's calls,
moving unstable imn out of their
single cells Into other calls creat­

ed some havoc.
Dnllke San qheqtln, wm have re­

cant arrlvala from there, who call
us Che aama thing la taking place,
we have an older population who
have finally seen through custody's
"dlvldp and control" tactics and our
cooler heads pravall, keeping Incid­

ents from either, happening or getting
out of hand -.So far!

How long we can withstand custody's
pressure wc don't know. He do know
,we can't fight such things as shanks
and weapons which have bean once eon- ,

flacated myaterioualy turning up
where unstable parecna will find
them. He can't forever fight custod­

ial officers HachavallUn achamaa
to Incite one paranoidal iiauta ag­

alnac anochar. He can't combat cha
. frenxy and hatred Chat consCanC har- 
raaamant shakadowna drive men to.

He are tha political pawnb In
this gasw. The custodial clique com­

posed mainly of Associate Harden
Gunn end Fauatman, Program Mmlnla- 
trator Morphia. Lts. Copoy, Houston,
Counselors Abeam, BarCell, Jonas,
CoMba and Vance, Sgca. Fratla, Cam­

eron and Price, and officers Ewing,
Brown, Laa, Jonas, J.J. Boyle, L.E.
Fenny, Cox and Haingard, are working
hard to create situations to e^araas
you In particular and depose you If

Cent, to page 3 -
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Cent, froa pajc 2
pMitbl*. W« •B<t hear thaa talk.
Ha knov ithac chay think of you. and
what thay call youc. "convict coddling"
Ideaa. Soaw of'our paopla hava heard
that plot hew to eraata Incldanta cat
culatad to aabarata you. Ha ara al>
waya In tha alddla..Ihalr actlona ara
putting our llvac and lafaty In' Jae>
pardy. Any ooa of ua could be killed
or aalaad in a "cottody" Inaeigated
incident, all for their own iDaglned
political gain.

Ha wrlta thla letter to you
aeaklng relief from thla onar-^
out altuatlen. The changee you
propoae and nova ara deaparataly
needed. He hava fought long and
hard to keep Che ltd on chit
place till they come. He can’t
fight both our own and cuatody.
Pleaae, do eomethlng about rid­

ding Folaom of the Hat of men
attached. Prom where ua aaa them,
from our view, they ara alek,
warped, vlclaue nan who would
not atop at anything to gain
their enda. Ha have aeen them.
In the .peat. Ha doubt that any
one of then could paet a paychia- 
tric examination.

Thla la our formal raquaat
aeaklng relief from a aerloualy
dangeroua tituation which va do
not with to aaa daceriorace into
another San Quentin incident for
the benefit of a few ruthleaa cua- 
todlal offlcera. He-reapectfully
requeat Chat theae man be trana- 
farred from Folaom before the end

of next month or wa will be forced
to puraue other avenuea in order
Co protect our Uvea and well­

being.^

’ilLSOH H. HIIXIAHS
JAWS T. CAULAOIER
JOHM A. DOMINGUEZ
ROBERT I. JOHNS
BOBBY 8LY
HENRY CASTRO
HAYNE LADD
ANTHONY CASTRO
JACE MAHONS

cc: Walter E.Craven.Hardcn
Aaaenblyman Bob Horettl
Aaaamblynan Alan Sieroty
Aaaeiablynan John Taaconcalloa
Aaaamblynan Alax Garcia
Aaaenblyman Ken MacDonald
Aaaeablyman John Miller
Aaaedblyman Frank Mirphy
Senator Hervyn M.Dymally '

Aaaaitblynao Hlllia L.Brown.Jr.
Aaaamblymao Peter Chacon
Aaaamblynan Edwin L.Z'berg
Aaaenblyman Ken Meade
Aaaamblynan Lao Ryan
Aaaemblynan Bill Greene
Aaaenblynan Henry Haxnan

I

WRIT
HRIT FILED IN THE SUPERIOR ■

COURT OF THE.STATE OF CALIF­

ORNIA IN AND FOR THE COUNTY
OF SACRAWHTO, FIIBD HAY 3.
1971 by

HriC filed in the Superior
Court of the State of Calif­

ornia in and for Che County
of Sacramento, filed May 3,
1971 by Folaom InmaCaa Bobby
Blya, Anthony Caatro, Henry
Caatro, John A. Domlnquat.
Jwaa T. Callaghar, Robert
1. Jehna, Wayne Ladd, Jack
M^ooe and Hllaon H. Hllllamai

November 2, 1971

Thla caaa aaaka to prevent
Che admlnlacratlon at Folaom
Prlaon from Illegally Impoa-
Ing aevere dlaclpllna on three
black, three chicane, and
three .white priaonara by aan- 
tencing them to nontha in -the
hole for exerclaing their eon- 
atitutionally guaranteed rlghte

of free apeech. The nine pet-
Itlonara In thla caaa wrote a
letter to Proeunler^ the Dir- 
actor of the Dapartmant of

Corractloha, detailing abuaaa
in tha prlaon ayacem and giv­

ing Inatancaa of raclam by
guarda. The right to aand let- 
tern to public officlala aaide

fra being guaranteed by the
Conacltution la apeciflcally
protected by.Section 2600 of
the Penal Coda of California
which authorltea prlaonera Co
conreepond confidentially with
any holder of public office.

Aa a reault of algnlng the
letter, all nine algncaa were
hauled before a prlaon dlaclpllne
coBitCae, and given a two to
five minute aummary hearing.
They were never permitted to pre­

vent evidence, never preaented
with written chargee, had no
chance to call witnaaaea or other- 
wiae quaatlon the illegal hearing
and puniahmenC,

In fact, the priaonera were
never really claar what they were
accuaed of doing. The reaulta of
all nine hearinga were Che aame.
Each priaonej waa given ten daya
in the atrip cell or iaolation,
and retained in the adjuacment
cent'er for an indeterminate per­

iod of tUae.
Petltionera in thla action

aeek to raatrain reapondenta from
illegally inflicting auch punlah- 
ment in violation of both the

firat amendment and due proeeaa
' of law.

FT
HISPANO
For the peat aeveral yeara I hava

eorraapondad with liBatea in differ­

ent penal InatlCutlona throughout the
atate, who have written to am on aub-
Jecta relating to my column and be- 
cauae of my Intercat in learning Che

correlation batwaan the achoola and
the incarceration of too many Haxlcan
American male youcha. For quite tome
time I knew thla correlation exiatad,
but to what degree and what apeclflc
fauort contributed to thla Inaldioua
crlW-Mlnat nuaatra Rata? I had no
way of kHowing axcept by reaearching
thia tubjcct, which I did. However
I waa n^ aaciafied with what little
I cou^ find on thla aubjaet bacauae
it not written by the real ex- 
peril on thla particular aubject,

chat la, Che Chlcanoa or Haxlcan
Americana.

So I waa vary happy to racaive lec-
Cert from Imataa and to hava been
glvaq an Inalght into thia aubject by
people who are now living (if one can
call Incareacaticrn living) the con- 
aoquancaa>of having been bom of Mex­

ican deacant. Jkny later chargaa which
have raaultad from cheaa conaaquancaa
find cheaa men(and woman,although
they number ralatlvaly low)in Inacl-
Cutlona auch aa Soladad, San Quentin
Folaom, Chino, Tehachapl, ilorona and
many many other laaciCutiona through­

out the acata and Indeed the South- 
weat.
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.OllMEANMUG'.SvOTO.>l.E AliA,43Sg'7-* BE I'I vE
DAT ^AST MCMI HE DEEECTEO TO OEhAHSE V'ET.ID*

I waa firat Introduced to a word of
which ^had no knowledge except aa
defined li the dictionary, by an in­

mate at Tehachapl, Joe Martinat, who

in hla fira't letter explained chat he
waa in the "HOLE" (Adjuicmenc Center)
aaklng if 1 could poaaibly aend him
acme newapaper cllpplnga of El Hia- 
pano aInca he waa not allowed any

reading material while he waa in Che
ho la.

Since Chen I have come to know the
meaning of thla four letter word much
mE>rc clearly. Laat week 1 waa inform­

ed that one of our Folaom wricera,
Enrique Henry Caatro, haa been placed
in Che "hole" for aigning an open
letter written to Che'Folaom Admlnia- 
tration aaking for acme changea for
Che improvement of the priaon popu­

lation.

I am unable Co give apeclflc de- 
calla on thla matter at thla time
becauae I have been granted an in­

terview with the warden of Folaom
Priaon H.E'. Craven and too much La
at acake for Che lomacea within
thla Inacicuclon, eapeclally the
Chlcanoa(ten), Blacka and Angloa iriio

were alao atgnera of thla petition
or letter end who now find them- 
aelvea in the "hole".

I have met and apeken tp State
Senator Mervyn Dymally and ocher
public officlala regarding .thla aer- 
loua alcuaclon. Senator Dymally and

Aagemblyman John Dunlap, D-Solano
and Napa Counciea have introduced in
Che Senate and Aaaembly leglalation
reacrtcclng Che power of prlaon au- 
choriciea to confine Inmataa to

"adjuatment cantara" or holea. Thla
leglalation would aac up what the
legialatora tamed a "bill of righca"
for the priaonara relative to the
uae of adJuatMot cencera. A prlaon- 
er could be plai»d in theae iaola- 
tion cencera only after approval by
a priaon hearing J>oard which would
include two prlaon ataff repreaen- 
caclvaa, an iimate obaervar and a
payehlacrlat. Tha limit of Iaolation
would be no longer than 30 daya.
Only a auperior court could extend
chat period the inata waa deemed
a danger'to Che general priaon pop­

ulation. Senator Dymally excandad to
thla writer auch warm kindneaa and
courCeay and never once auggeaced I
apeak to the legialator from my dia- 
crlcc, inacead he naked hia ataff to

look promptly into thia maccer.which
they did, and chat afternoon I re­

ceived aome anawara regarding the
placamanc of birlque Caatro and the
ochar Chicanoa in Che "hole".
Hopefully I Ofll be able to bring

Che whole atory to Che readara of
El Riapano by Che next iaauc.

For Javala Ramiraa -
June. 1971



the State Departu»nt of Corrections. 
A spokesman froh another state
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SECRET
MEETING

S.F. Chronicle, Friday, Oct.22,71: 
Suit Is Filed for Cons In Solitary - 
by Charles Ho»e.
A dsnage suit asking more than $31 

million on behalf of sane 205 con­

victs assertedly being held In Iso­

lation cells without formal charges 
was filed In U.S. District Court here 

'yesterday bv attorney Charles Garry.
The lawsuit names five Inmates whr 

were assertedly placed In solitary 
confinement "and still remain there 
for absolutely no reason" followlnit 
the shootout at San nudntln on Aug.
21 that left three officers and two 
Inmaces dead.

SUITS

Garry said the lawsuit "also cov­

ers at least 200 Inmates in other 
California prisons" whc have been 

'assertedly locked up without cause.
' The. matter Is scheduled to be he- • 
ard here before United States Dis­

trict Judge ilfonso Zlrpoll on Nov,
3 at 1:30 p.m.

Pending receipt of the complaint 
there was no innedlate connent from 

artacnt 
froh a

office •■said Garry's l.iwsult "is al­
most Indistinguishable from maybe 10 
others that have been filed since 
August 21."

Garry's lawsuit -- Uhlch also asks 
for a preliminary and permanent in­
junct ion against the asserted unlaw­
ful detention practices -- asks For 
$25,000 In compensatory damages and 
$100,000 in punitive damages for 
each of the five names prisoners, 
and others similarly confined.

officials

Defendants include Governor Ronald 
Reagan, Raymond K. Procunier,director 
of the Department of Corrections, 
plus various San Quentin officials.

The prisoners who maintain thjgy are 
being unlawfully confined In various 
isolation cells are Bobby Bly.Uealey 
Robert Wells, Cleveland Brooks,'..’illie 
B« Gray and Benito Ibarra.

Following the August 21 death of 
Gaorge Jackson, killed while apparen­

tly attempting to escape. Carry's 
lawsuit charges that his cltenta were 
locked up "on the mete suspicion of 
political 'militance'" or because 
they were otherwise ldentlfle<rvtth 
khe radical left,

"Since then",the complaint contin­

ues, "plaintiffs have still not been 
notified of any specific charges 
brought sgatnst them."
When a prisoner is to be placed in 

admlnlatratlve segregation he is giv­

en a hearing before various prison 
officials.

HEARINGS

On June 23, Judge Zlrpoll ruled 
that these hearings,in the absence 
of certain Constitutional guarantees 
including the prisoner's right to 
counsel, were unlawful and ordered 
them stopped.
The state appealed this order and 

continued holding the hearings pend­

ing the outccBw of the appeal, which 
was denied on Honday. More equitable 
guidelines for prisoner hearing* are 
new being worked out, a state spokes­

man said.
Garry said hi* client* were tsken 

before "a vague kind of prison board" 
but officials 'brnrely have announced 
orally at these hearings that plain­

tiff* hove posed seme vague security 
threat* to the prUon and would be 
confined in eegragatlbn indefinitely'.'
by placing his client* in segrega­

tion, Carry charged in his lawsuit.

November 2. 1971 '

their chances for successful parole 
hearing* before the Addle Authority 
have been severely damaged.

S.F. Chronicle, Friday, Oct.22,71: 
Here on U.S. Prison Crisis - by Tim 

. Findley.
Top prison administrators from more 
than 30 states began meeting here 

yesterday In an unpubllclzed session 
to discuss prison violence and a na­

tional trend toward radicalism among 
convicts. —

The two-day meeting due to end to­

day at the Sir Francis Drake Hotel 
was organized and conducted In a con­

fidential, almost secret, mood to 
avoid outside pressures on prison 
administrators, many of them troubled 
by prospects of rising political pro­

tests In and around prisons.
The meeting, being held officially 

under the aegis of the American Cor­

rectional Association, grew out of a 
similar gathering last August In Mi­

ami — a meeting that concluded on 
the day of Che bloody escape attenp' . 
at San Quentin and two weeks before 
the incident at Attica Prison in 
Mew York.

attendance

Those attending Included state dir­

ectors of corrections as well as top 
level administrators from numerous 
local jurisdictions.
Among them were officials from New 

York and California Director of Cor­

rections Raymond Procunier.
But Che prison authorities were 

cautious about statements on their 
discussions.

The president of the Correctional 
Association, South Carolina Correc­

tions Director William Leeke, said 
the group was expressing "serious 
.concern" about recent violent out­

breaks and were discussing opening 
"Che channel of communications on 
new pressing problems of Che 70s."

FIRST

. It marks, Leeke said,"the first 
time bhis group of top administrators 
has gotten together In a purely work­

shop session." The meeting was also 
considered unique in chat It was un­

derstood to have dealt wttljj politic­

ally motivated prison disturbances, 
Chemaelve* considered a new phenome­

non in Anerlcsn penology.
No advance publicity on Che meeting 

was released, although Procunier said 
as far as he was concerned there was 
no intention Co "hide" the meeting or 
conceal Its finding*.
Leeke said Che group discussed 

"ways to prevent and deal with riots 
and Che need for basic improvement 
in correctional programs," bug he 
added that "no profound conclusions 
were reached."

Said the South Carolina prison

official, ^e talked candidly."
It was understood that no major 

policy statement* would com* from 
the meeting but that official* 
were exchanging note* and Idea* on 
current prison problem*. Similar 
meetinqs are likely to be held in 
the future.

NOT
SECRET ^

Members, not in secret, of 
the Prisoner's Union have elso 
been ccmparlng notes, certain 
profound conclusions reached.
The Prisoner's Union is not pol­

itically motivated but moved by 
conscience Why are emvlcts 
not allown to speak out? Because 
Che public will hear? What will 
the public hear? They will hear 
voices from, a mirror. All elem­

ents are separate until drawn to­

gether. Unity Is Che solutlcn.
Wally Burkhardt X

/A i i >*

¥e'musi uhme!' see

MEMBERSHIP PORN
Prisoner's Union 
P,0. Box 43B7
San Francisco, Calif. 94101' - 
664-4315

NAHt:_

ADDRESS:- CITY:

PHONE: (home) _(work)_

TYPE OF WMBERSHIP: Convict

CtCla*n_

_E-Conviet_ 
_Honorary _

The yearly mamberahip due* are: 
$4.00 • Inatda ma^r

111 ■

SPONSOR A CONVICT?

WIU SPONSOR
_ _ CONVICT (S).

' MY ADDRESS IS:

tip

ENCLOSED IS
_I MOULD UKE TO 
CORRESPOND WiTR 
THOSE WON I SP0H-. V 
SOR.

$4.00 loald*
Nsmbarahip 

$8.00 Outalda
Naaberahtp



WOMEN PRIS ONER’S
CON & EX

A LETTER
Brother! & Slitere:

Ic seddene me to see «o oeny of my 
• Uteri and fellott peera entangled 
within thla Political web of des­

truction wl^out the least bit of 
care. Hoat are ready to except chan­

ges If they happen to coaie about, 
but to become an active member of 
the movement that la a NO, NO. There 
la fear of what the Board might say 
orjdo, there la even the fear of,not 
teing able, to take a pass. It seems 
to matter leas that m are political 
Pawn, ruled In the form of a yoyo.

It would seem to me that the vio­

lator that has already been State 
material for the last ten years or 
so would be the ones that are moat 
anxious to help destroy the des­

troyer,even that has been proven 
wrong. They do not encourage you In 
any way.
Many of us have Brothers, Hen, 

Uncles and Sons that are controlled 
by this same vicious circle. It la 
an endless merry go round one In 
which we should be ready to get off. 
We idint you to understand that the 
Female Convict has a part In this 
movcaKnt also.

It la not my Intention to cake 
away from Chose Chat no longer wish 
CO be controlled as 'iAippets. I say 
to y^ beautiful %iomen chat It stands 
CO reason that victory la all there 
la to gain. You no longer believe 
In the word Rehabilitation, you rea- 
llac chat la Juac a waste of tax 
dollars. You have finally understood 
all (hey have been pushing at you for 
Che beat years of your lives, and new 
at lilt you are able to express your­

self. Destroy Che word Rehablllcaclon 
and the System.

A Slater Convlccaln CIW

SANTA RITA
4 HonChe in the Hole 

at Santa

Thought - paced - talked [o 
read - wrote - exerciadd - ifrose - 
suffocated - screamed.

POE]\l
1
’li'

■S
far.

vilege and commissary privilege away. 
Yea we know your not a disciplinary 
case but yow still In Che hole - we 
have Co protect your security atatua."

"Clean up that cell or we'll Cake 
your Day Room<and shower privilege 
away. No we don't have ClaM Co get 
you a mop."

"Mo we don't have time to Cake you 
CO the library - try tomorrow."

"Sorry we don't have tlam Co bother 
with you - try later."

"Listen atop banging on that door 
or you'll never get to the library.

no smoking 
no cussing 
no anger 
no Calking 
no asking 
no flushing Collet 
no freedom

"Be a good girl today and we may 
give you 3 elg'a Inetead' of your 
usual 2 end wa may let you stay In 
th* Day loom an hour loetsed of your 
usual t.

"What's Chat you said - shame on 
you a nice girl Ilka you using such
lancuaga".

"I'm aony but we'ta going to have 
to uka all lM>la" casaa writing ptl-

"You eounc ovory hour ttop turning 
on Che god-damn light I'm trying to 
sleep."

"Please let me talk to someone, be­

fore 1 go craay."
"Damn It thla la cha 7th day I've 

asked for a toothbrush."
Matron - Matron can I have a cig­

arette - I haven't had one all day."
"IC isn't fault I'm conalderad 

a security risk and you don't have 
decant facllitlas." ^

"No I'm not thraatanlng you - I'm' 
Calling ^cm."

"Bhlt It's -cold In bars • whet the 
hall are you doing conducting hot 4 
cold axparlementa on me."
"I'a yall and scream all I want - 

I'm already In Che hole."
'Vhy can't 1 have chose letters -

Never to have seen her,
Never Co have Couched her.
Never to have felt her,knowing 
Her life la in strange hands. 
Mbnehs go by thinking 
of the freedom I could give 

this child,
feeling like all new mothers 
That 1 alone could give her 
My own freedom, and wondering 
how long before I can.
"They" took her from me,
Hy breasts are full.
The milk no mouth to flow into. 
Only do%m my once full belly. 
"They" took her but of my arms 
-1th me not knowing when 
I can couch her again.
"They" made me feel 
Pain - a woman's deepest - 
and sent me back to my cell. 
Leaving me with nothing - 
Barely myself.

Pat Wood-Ex

I'm tired of you messing with ay mail 
you've already caking every bit of 
freedom you could • except for my 
mind - Che one thing I have that you 
don't."

"Plush my collet - Damn It! Fluah 
ay toilet, they didn't fluah it on 
Che last shift - it stinks In hers:"

Pat Wood - X - Santa Rltaln

TRAINING?
Only one out of nine women pri­

soners who received vocational 
training at the California Insti­

tute of Women in FronCera got Jobs 
because of their prison training.

"An averagp of 25 of the 225 
trainees were found at any one time 
to be utilizing a trade in irtileh 
they had been.tralned and In which 
they had not had pre-prlaon en^loy- 
rnenc," aaye a study completed in 
1970 by cha Department of Correct­

ions Research Division.
The 225 women aubjeecs paroled 

In 1968 had racelvp^ ceramic, 
cosmetology, vocational house­

keeping and nurse's eld training, 
according Co Che study.

The types of training offered 
."did little to advance the women 
beyond their pm-prieon unskilled 
and semi-skilled occupational lev­

els," continues Che study.
In fact 30 per cant of those 

parolees enpl^ed bed been "slmll- 
erly employed before coming to pri­

son," edda the study released la 
1970.

According to a women ex-prlaoaer 
of Santa Rita, women prIsooats are 
trgetad as "fallen wemen" as if 
they're misguided creatures who

cone, on Pg. 6-
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WOM E N
cont. from 7g« 5
Mtd CO bo tautht aothtr ond houoc- 
hUo dutlco.

9ho told tho Inuteo ore called 
"glrla" by the aatrone iiho aaaiane 
■ichefCype rolea buc uae only neg* 
aclve aapecca of Che rote.

UoMh tneacee nuac look to each 
ocher for frlendahlp and aupporc 
becauae Che macron'a role la chat 
of a dlaclpllnarlan. Rehabllitacloi, 
ihe aaid, la predicated on outward 
foraa of confomlcy co aoclety'a 
feminine role of wife and mother.

Prlaon officlala, however, 
don't realiee* one reaaon for 
"deviant" behavior la cauaed 
by Che narrow, unexciting and 
unfulfilling rolea itoierlcan wo­

man are expected to aaaume.

WHAT
DO

PRISONS
DO

The Chief of Che Federal bureau of 
Prlaona. Myrl E. Alexander.haa blunt­
ly aaaerced that the U.S. priaon aya- 
tem la a failure. The brutal reality, 
Alexander chargee, la that of the 
200,000 peraons in priaon In America 
on any given day, ninety-aix percent 
will eventually be realeaaed, of 
which two-thirds will be reJailed for 
new offenses. Elaborating on the ne­
glected reality of prison failure, 
Alexander explains:

Simply removing an offender co an 
Institution as punishment often only 
compounds the problem of re inter- 
grating him into the comsunicy as a 
law-abiding citizen. All coo fre- ' 
quencly it coats him his Job, severs 
his family ties, and pins on him a 
label that makes all of his problema 
more difficult Co overcone.

So as a means of punishment and aa 
an instrument with which co change 
criminal behavior, imprisonment is a 
failure.

It must be acknowledged chat even 
among the best correctional Institu­

tions at least thirty percent of Che 
Inmates became repeaters.
Uhac monuments of stupidity are 

cheae insclcuclona we have built — 
stupidity not so much of the inmates 
as of free citizens. Uhat a mockery 
of science is our priaon discipline, 
our massing together in one stupen­

dous potpourri. How silly of ua to 
chink we can prepare man for social 
life by reversing the ordinary pro­

cess of socialization — silence for 
the only animal with speech; repres­

sive regimentation of men who are in 
prison because they need Co learn how 
to exercise their acClviCies in con­

structive ways: outward conformity to 
rules which repress all efforts at 
constructive expression; work without 
chevoperacion of econonic motives; . 
mocivacLon by fear of punishment ra­

ther chan by hope .of reward or appeal 
CO their higher mociyea...

While furiously scamping out crime. 
We are spreading it in antiquated 
prisons with Ineffectual rehabilita­

tion programs Inadequately financed, 
with staffs inadequately trained.
<kir present system of laprlsooeenc. 
on Che whole, la probably useless 
rsbablllcacion. ,We along with the 

' priaoners. all Coo often become in-

scicucionallzcd. accustomed co a 
given way of doing things, threaten­

ed by change, preferring routine 
chinking, satisfied to do today as we 
did yesterday, to do tomorrow what we 
did today. We have been able in a 
rapidly changing world'to keep alive 
at least tone remnants of Che good 
ol5 days, some nostalgic correction­

al Shangri-las behind scone walls 
where tie have been successful in 
slowing the march of time and pro­

gress,.

What is really required is a rad­

ical reconstruction of the prison 
system. The typical offender nuac be 
seen aa one who has 1) deficient ed­

ucation.!) poor work habits.3) no 
real Job skills, and 4) Che stigma 
of prison. In short, he needs, like 
Che ugly duckling, Co be made over."

* Excerpted from the'knployment of 
Persons with Arrest Records and the 
Ex-Offender" - by Paul Sultan pnd 
Gerhard E. Bhmann.

REBUTIAI.

One of the grala of Che prisoners 
union is CO promote constructive 
expression an^ econonic reward as 
levers to pry loose boulders of 
boredom and hopelessness where mad­

ness and desperation breed. A des­

perate man will step at nothing.
We are no longer desperate, we are 
a union, and as a union we will 
struggle together .

Prisoners' Union 
Wally BurkhardC - Ex

GOALS
The following in from the San 

Francisco Chronicle - Aug. 17,1971:
Lockup Ordered: gUENTIN CONS SIT- 

DOWN STRIKE: (by Jim Brewer).
About 570 Inmates in San Quentin 

Prison's two toughest housing blocks 
declared themselves on a sit-down 
strike yesterday and were locked in 
their cells.

The rest of the 2646 prisoners went 
about their normal routine. v

Associate Warden James Park said 
prison authorities had expected toms 
sort of strike or collective action 
Cor the past couple of weeks and 
that it was apparently based on a 14- 
point InaCe manifesto, chough no 
such document has been formally pre­

sented Co prison suchorlciea.
Park said authorities did find 

what he called a 'Sisste basket man­

ifesto" which had been torn up and 
thrown away by Che prisoners.
Ihe fact that it had not bean for­

mally presented by the striking in­

mates. Park said, ia part of an in­

mate attitude that "first you have 
a strike then you think of a list of 
demands."

To forestsll the above klnde of 
crlClciem Che Prisoner's Union pre­

sent for chose interested one list 
of concerns of prisoners;

Prisoners' Union Goals:

i; RCONOiaC EXPLOITATION 
11. THE INDBTERMINANT SENTENCE 

SYSTEM

in. DENIAL OF HUMAN AND CI71L RIGHTS
1. Employment without a reasonable

wage.

2. Employment without workere' comp­

ensation or benefits.
3. Reflxing of aantencea..
4. Delay in Sentencing.
5. Sentencing with irrelevant, sel-

Page 6
' antlflcally iavslld, unjust, 

arbitrary, or whimsical guide- 
lines.

6. Revocation of parole without due
process.

7. Brutal craacmsoc on Che part of
guards.and prison staff.

8. Racism.
9. Denial of basic civil rights.
10. Inferior, incompetent, end In­

sufficient awdlcal treatment.
11. Arbitrary, indefinite punitive

segregation. A

12. Inadequate educational and
vocational programs.

13. Forced partlcipetlon in inhumane
and ineffective "treatment" 
programs.

14. Restrictions on prisoners'
efforts CO litigate.

15. Denial of full civil rights
upon release.

Strategies:

1. Organize a unified, uutci-raclal 
union which can work efficiently 
toward our collective goals.
2. Retain attorneys Co help gain our 
objectives through Che courts.
3. Appear before legislative bodies 
CO provide more complete information 
about prisons and prison conditions.
4. Educsce Che public through Che 
media, our own newspaper, and. public 
speaking on prisons and treatment of 
prlaonera.

5. Collectively bargain with prison 
administrations.'

And it is ironically fitting chat 
on an August 17th Interview with the 
San Francisco Chronicle, Warden Parks 
said 'Sie're going Co be forced Co go 
back and run the place like an old 
fashioned priaon."

The Prisoners Union is struggling 
as one body against this style of 
reverse socialization and regimented 
repfeaaion. We also understand 
through experience, chat when men and 
women as natural organisms, are sev­

ered and segregated not only from one 
another and family ties, but from 
life as we know it, they begin to ‘ 
feed on fenceslea and dreams and 
slowly die. It is this style of un­

natural death, an established and 
uniform murder of the psyche, Chat 
makes reintegration Into society the 
remote possibility it is today.

STUDENTS 

FOR PRISON, 

CHANGE
' This semester at San Francisco 

State College a group of students 
have formed an on-campua student or- 
ganlzactoa. Students for Prison Change. 
One of our projects is setting up a 
San (Nientin Crain. Each volunteer 
will go to San (^entin and pick up 
new releasees, caking them Co their 
desclnatlone in Che Bay Area. Also, 
students Interested in corresponding 
with convicts inside can obtain 
names through us. We meet every Wed. 
at 2:00 p.m. in Bldg. HLL 373, or 
you can contact us by writing co 
Students for Priaon Change, c/o 
Sheila Murphy or Judy Clein, P.O.
Box 27397, San Franciaco, Ca.94127.

All Chat is necessary for Che 
forces of evil to win Che world 
U enough good men to do nothing. 

-Edund Burke 1729-1797
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POETRY
!'■ tailing you 
thing* «r* gattlng *o

YEAH

that

^ pine* of a** 1* the only real thing In life
today

'and you don't alwaya know about that 
but there la one thing thet'a for real 
.pain

yeah
and winning and loalng,

you alwaye know
and being on top
or the bottow you alweya knew
that'* why aoeM aettle.for being next to the guy on top

kind of In the wld^le
juat *o long a*

that bottoai
la down there undei;neath

wlth,>*ln
yeah
and winning and loalng

you alwaya know
there'* aiore to life than a piece of eaa

anyway
and
aoBMbody'a got to loae

aoaKbody'a got to be on the bottoai 
and pain

yeah
-better you than ne

Charlea Durege - X 

HE WHO SAYS HO

It la a hardbright aunny day; the 
aky vibrate* blue and clear. He wat- 
che* the careleaa and relaxed unl- 
foraed figure walking the catwalk on 
the edge of the roof of a building 
and Baking hi* way to the guard tow­
er at the roof'a corner. The figure, 
BOvlng with rifle In hend, 1* etched 
aharp and dlatlnct agalnac the deep 
blue glare of the aky; It wave* and 
aaille* and about* to acneone. He wat- 
chea, through the bar*, haarlng the 
faint, trailing echoea of the about.

He feel* a hatred riae within hln— 
a hatred for all thoae who wove about 
In the world free and eaay, good-na­
tured and relaxed; thoae who do not 
feel the preaaurea he feel*; thoae 
who have Bade the eaay choice: to get 
along, to fit In—to aay "yea,"

He we* the eneny of all thoae who 
aald "y**" and who left aoaething 
drowning Inalde of thaBaelvea—thoae 
with a thing weak and unprotected In­
alde, a thing atllled and undlaturb- 
Ing a* long aa they were able to atay 
within the coBfortable aituatlon*. 
They were the courlere of the atatua 
quo and the natural enealea of anyone 
who threatened that atatua quo -- 
anyone who eought to create or to IB- 
poae altuaClona of dtaordcr, aitua- 
ttona with no guldellnea or Indica­
tion* of when or to whom "yea" wa* to 
be aald.

la thla what It alt conea down to? 
The child obeya, aay* “yc*“ and ae- 
curity 1* hla? And thrlty year* later 

.he weara the uniform of a prlaon 
guard becauae he "llkea to work with 
people"?

And what of he who aay* no? Re who 
thrlty yeara later weara eh* unlfora 
of a convict?

WHEN THE WATCHTDHER

Forgotten-aoon aoula crawl crooked roadway*. 
Only one* open since dawn of atreet-daya.
Arrive deep dark foreat, heavy awtal maze 
Beneath facelea* executlonera' faraway gaze.
Her* palntera drown In bed-bath-den-room*.
Poem filled mlnda rot in grey dungeon*.
Rainbows viewed through bar* tjai screens 
Symphonies heard over erlea aiH aeresma.
Myopic afflictions draw waves which now rumble. 
When, By flrends, will Che watchtower crumble?

Craig' Relnarman

is a aoMe bad|* at 
lasataaca, aad wa wbe kavaSat* 
vraa* caa aaly apmisaca Iks 
saUakeitaa at aaawday bah« 
ri*al - wkUs yaa,wkaar*rltkt, 
asa aaly aiaarlaaca ks misaay 
otaaaakykaiBtwnat.

Jamas Taala, azcaarld

/

CharlM Dur«gt - X

Wkea we aaa • UtUe
OMre love tad feedaetSa « little 
■ere Nfkl aad tndk caset late 
the worlda tbea that Maa** life 
te* ted ra«aBif«.

-Alfred Delp

Imn L',
GUERRILLA
•THEATRE

N ■ -

The Prltenera' Union hat-formed a. 
Guerrll|e--^Theater Company. Perform­

ances conaltt of a quick aeries of 
aklt* laatlng a feu minute* that 
alaulate* the ectual cycle of bust, 
(erreatX, trial, and Joint (Prison) 
aituatlon*.

Tha idea of the creation of a Guer­

rilla Theater wa* born one night at 
the Priaonert' Union Local #9 office 
during a dlscuaalon Between and ex- 
cop and an ex- con. The next day Che 
26th of September, e aklt wa* im- 
provlaed at a Prlaonera' Union rally 
at the Glide Memorial Church.
Tha response wea overwhqlmlng.

People reelly got Into the eklta vla- 
ually. They had an opportunity to 
peek Into the convict fsBllle* livea. 
Other union Beabera aaked the aklt 
perforacra to fora a theater.

He dldi Oir Company conaieta of 
the entire convict family - men, wo- 
men.

He will give our first performance 
Noveaber 3, 1971 at Santa Rota Junior 
Collage.

If you are Intereated In an evening 
of entcrtalnaent by the Guerrilla che­

ater and what w* hope at the same 
tlae will be educational contact Bob 
Turner at 66A-431S or S8SA418.

Bob Turner - X
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A LINE IS A LINE IS A LINE... i
This Is a picture of people scanil- 

tng in line. The people standing in 
Che lines don't seesi to be too con­

cerned about standing in line prob­

ably because they,like all poor peo­

ple, have been standing In lines all 
their lives. When the nan gives you 
any thing he always makes sure that 
you have to stand In line and wait 
for It. This Is to make sure chat 
you underacsnd that you are depend­

ent on his generosity and that he 
doesn't need you for shit. The In­

mate of any institution soon real­

ises that while he Is desperacly 
dependent upon the Institution for 
his survival he is conpletly expend-' 
able to that Institution.
This knowledge makes It very hard 

for-che Inmate to maintain a senab of 
Iris own selfworth. Throughout his en­

tire life Che poor pereon continually 
has Inferiority thrown Into his face. 
The Icarer class Is constantly remind­

ed of their social, economic and In­

tellectual Inferiority by their so 
called betters. The Haas Hedla Is 
filled with reminders that If you 
don't have the lateat In consumer

goodies buddy you Just doif t make It. 
The end result Is the passive depend­

ent model prisoner who Is entirely 
lacking In self-respect and self-re­

liance.

This dependent person is than re- 
leaaed Into society where there Is no 
one he can depend on, broke and 
friendless. Self-respect and self- 
reliance Che very qualltlea that pri­

son destroys are essential If Che 
prlaoner wants to be able to remain 
on Che street. The excon returns to 
Che same alcuacion chat he left with 
nothing In Che way of skills. It Is 
very fruecrsclng to work In Che 
dedu-end Jobe chat are all Chat Che 
unskilled can hope to find. In this 
decadent eaplcallec society uauel^y 
chose who have to work the hardest 
are paid Che least. The threat of 
prison keeps Che lower class from 
questioning why they must work so 
hard and yet earn so little. If you 
are born poor you will probably die 
poor. The Individual who cries to 
beat this fact will probably find 
hlmeelf In Che convicted class.

Lse Yaeger - Student
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ICISH

^^XHE RACISM:
"MAN'S

GAME"
Of all the games chat the man runs 

on us,Che one Chat hurts us the most 
Is racism. Throughout his life Che 
white man In Che unskilled labor mar­

ket is told Chat If he doesn't worl^ 
harder and faster his employer wilt; 
flQd a black sian Co do Che Job cheAp- 
cr. The employer likes to keep ue all 
black, white end brown fighting among 
ourselves for the few Jobs that are 
available. Instead of uniting and de­

manding Jot^^^fop.mveryone idio wants 
CO work. It3^ ^q..accident that co4|>- 
anlet Hke.!,(lj9^qM company hire 
blacMl wto.theyi^ldn'c hire prlof 
to a ‘

Che I 
The I 
hate

crUtq as. ^crlkebreakere when 
gu^ inkers go out on strike, 
mpany wants Che white worker Co 
he blaq^dMSl who Is taking hU

Job I <t,,{«|gqt>(qb«^t'why the company 
docsi t want CO pay him s living wage 
to St pepfrjils family. The man throws 
us a ewgccumbs and laughs at us 
whlls${ws JCsae aach other up fighting 
over thea>. long as we have to 
fight our brothers for a lousy Job 
chat 'Joesnlt pay-enough for a single 
person Co live on let alone a family 
we will have racism.

Bsploymenc for everyone who wants 
CO work at a living wage is a goal 
that working people approve of. Con­

victs are dsflnitly by and large poor 
unskilled and have Che stigma of a 
prison record. The prison record Is 
enough In Itself, but coupled with 
being poor and unskilled puts us ' 
reaching for the bottom rung of Che 
ladder.

Lee Yeager - Student
Willie Holder - X




