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COORDP: AT ING CGIB:CIL OF PRI sm:-SR O:~G A:NI ZATIONS 

1:! orkshop summaries from May 10, 1980 conference 

Legislative workshop: Joe Gunter□an 

1;lhat we broupht out to our 5roup 1.-ras that you can accom!)lish 

things through le&islation. Incidently, lilost of the thL1gs you 

want to accomplish you must do so throu~h the legislature. The 

Prison system is under the control of the legislature and the 

Governor. You can a.chi eve thi ~gs e.nd '\·:e -pointed out exam:ples of 

thinr,s th2.t hA.ve been a.chieved in recent ye2.rs, in connection 
\J• -

with sto!)ping :t:irison construction amd ?:)Ointed out also that this 

is an election ye2.r, which r.ieans that legislators are very 

sensitive -i:o consti tuate opinion and that later in the year we will 

be selecting new legislatures or returning the old ones to office 

and this is an excellent time to bug the candidates both as 

incumbants and challengers on the issues that are im~ortant to 

you because that will make an impression on-them this year 2ore 

than it might between election years. 1:fe had a short session and 

He did not cet or. to a ciscussion or an agreement on proposals, 

however we did bring out ~hat we consider some good ideas or major 

cha~~es i~ -ihe whole structure i~ the near fu+ure. So I would 

like to ~9ntion t~ese with the understa~dinf t~at this is not to 

be con~idered to be the result of a grGup vote, but these are eome 

of the thincs ~eonle mentioned. 

One was to zet the ~entencin~ or t~r□ setting power out of th~ 

hand~ o:: the lerislat ~re. Under the old indetermin~te ~entenc~ng 

12:.-1 a rr:rson 1::aG r-entc!:ced :or a r~nce of yr-:ars. I.ike one to life 

c~ ~oc~t~inc 1-ikr tbat- the ~c+ual ti~c ~ervod was set by a parole 

toe.rd for ::i.rl1;lt o::::cnd.ers, the ::-~cl1..;l' autr.otity or for ·_.iof!ir;n the 

Wome~•s·Bonrd of torm~. Then we ~ot the ~eterminrte rentencine 
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law "::hirh 1·ra.s SU}Yf'OScd to cle~m up nll the uncertainties peo!)le 

had about when they were f.Oin[: to ,~et out--thn.t sort of cat end 

And ·wha.t has happened. is that since -the term settinc h':.s been ~.-8.~:en 

out of the hcnds of the ru1thoriti~s ~retty ~uch is that the 

legislature hN'. tc.}:en it over and the lecislature is no"':! setting 

terms and passinf new lcws every yc~r ~hich ret worse nnd ~orse 

in terms of lonEer c~bices ~ithin the range. Go ret the term 

setting ~ower cut of the lerisla~ure. Two, cake a ~umter of 

convictior: rate. ~his ~:rould get e.~.·ay fror.1 -the ~;i J-uation ~.-There 

coreections sr:.y2 it T·ecds 255~ more ma~'."i um security ber 1.s, I'm 

taking the & 0ut o~the air. ~hen the conviction rote i~ only 

10~ for the ldnd of crimes that rec::uire IJ;..::ium ::--ecuri ty beds. 

The next su.--cestion 1·rs.s r-.ctm?.lly hm sur~cestions, on-: h['.S to ( o 

with me.nc.a.ti nc co~::.mni ty :9ror-ra.r1s. One succestion was that rrio1~ey 

be ~andated to~~rds purchasinz community beds, that is ~or places 

,re2ent -tine tr.:.ere !lre 150 1.:eds in i:he correct::_onal system, 

that is, outrife of the walls ~or all of the ~r,cro -ersons 

~.-:e h!;.ve f;::d ·:!e C"Uld r.rnnr:: ate that there be ~- certain !)Crcont8.ge 
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get some legistation or procedures through that ·.-tould make 

it re al. The mo e: i cal st a :'1 dr: rd s , the l1 e alt h st a l"l c1 ard s 2. ~ d the 

sr.:.natc.tion sta.nc 1 2.rd, fooa ~ta~c:irds __,nd everything else that 

apulies to institutions out~ide ~ust anulv to the ~rison~. 
- • u -

Corrections -:.~ou.ld he.ve to come 0cch :-:.rear to ~uc:t:t:r its e~tire 

There ~ould be no 

assurn~tion ttat si~ce corrscti~ns did soceth:ng lQst year that 

re('.ui. rec. say :-0 r.iillirm dolJ.srs lit 1·rould ~et 50 r:illion or some 

addition to -thet this ·:ree.r. So'. lonE, ac: correctian: .... ~-rould h2.ve to 

ex?ir2d at cer-t?.in interv2ls and ·vmuld he.ve to be reconsi?cred 

Cne cur,r.- 0 st1· on 1-~ .... s ~~dr- ai"'..::i I tr.1· ,,,,._,. 1· + aT\n11· AS to +hP r.r~~rate ... '-J <.-::'7....:'_, - .,C:- • ...... _ .._, ••~ ~l -•-• V ~J::}_ ..., • .... ..., ,;;:,.~-- • • 

grou.:9s, CC~ 0 c..nd other of us ~.:ho c.re ~.:or:.ing ::or corrections and 

"!"Tison change a!ld tr:at is, to .,.,re~P.re -~ i t-:le 1n:i.llet c:?rds or 

purse c2rds ~ith essential frets on them ebout the ~rison 

syetem. Y0u ~ir··ht ::.8ve 8. whole ~ct, -pP.o ..... ,le c2n carry c1i-f:ferent 

cr::.rds 2.rmmd "f_-rj_th then 2.nd jt,st hand them to your fric::ds r.md 
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Li tigc.tion stratecies workshop: Salle Soleady 

Well our ~roup had to do ~ith litication, but it's difficult 

to summ2ri se it br:cou~e we to.lk8d ~b·-mt an a~·r·::-ul lot· of di::~:='erent 

thincs. ~..ie tal}~ea ?bout the fact that li ti --ation ~c.tion ":-ride 

regarc~ ine ··~ri s0ns e::plor" ed between 1968 2.!!d up to 1972-3 

has come do~·:rn consicerably 2ince that ttme. ~!"lat the "succGss 11 o:: 

that li~i.-D.tion ~Te_,... not very _-::·· eat in that al thcv.gh tr:ere 1·1ere some 

orc~ers ".°'~d c~cisions ~.nd chan:_-~0s the effectiveness of .J.hat has not 

been ..,Tsry .. Teat -::,r:'cn.1.7se t~~ere se.-:.,m2 to h~.ve oe-.n reverses si~ce 

te~pnral stating orders recueEted and treli~ary injunctions 

re~uested across the country ~hich will in~ea~atly stop something 

right now 1:e cause it's so bad, !~here wer.:: ~ .. a.rdly a:---.y fra~ted, very 

fe1·r rranted. There '.:as o.iscussion t:i.bout the i~~etus of the prison 

movement from about the lB.te 60' s up through about the Garly 

~o's end feeling, at }~east by myeelf, that is was a very sucessful 

time, .ri:tthough there was a.lot of discussion by rr:any ~eo:ple t1:at 

it was ~ot. Eowever, of all the le~islation that vas ~reposed, 

over ~50 ~ieces, there was a burst of proposed legislation 

rerar~i~c ~risoners, a b~rst of interest, a burst of cnfes, h~rdly 

neriod of revr:ff:•al .... r.d -t1,ere ti--.ere ~ .. ras m~r fe ,lin that the 
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throu;--:h the I.orsey co.se, 1·:e ended up • :i th ::,_ c7stem 110°.-r of 

::9rob::ition ~nd :E)arole revol-·;i.tions in aciv2.nce, mc.::w cho.r[cs of 

~eopie doine th~ir time ~hen ~2ny of them should not be doinc 

any time at all becauce the c~ar··cs ~rcn't Eustai~ed. ~hey are 

not crounds for revokotion. ~hat the ~uits 2.-ainst the AC's 

fnd the ~ro~c~2l~ and legislation ~c~anst the AC's t~r~0d out 

in ttis :ituation :tore we he9 ~ri~ht V. ~~ocoto, ~hich Nas a 

victory ~hjch resulted in ~eo~le ~ow being deterDinatly se~tenced 

to -:he • ro In the c~se o~ ry C 7 ·ent Y· atari, to 12 years in 

the Ac !ollo~inc the new lrw. :owe see that cooptation which 

led to ;rorniFes and inpctivity bc~euse ~sonle ~~1 ~hat they 

r.uestion of •:r::2.t to do rmd that's ;_.;r_at ,-;e're t2.l 1 ~ing about to;:-.y. 

~hat foes one do? ··o the time now see□s to be the tine between 

one raovemcnt o.nd topefully 2.nc-ther mover.1e2.'1t and the time, this 

+ime 1·re cir::cusf'ea c-ho::ld be ~2.1-:en ·,!ith ::ocu~ing on ·.-:'.1..2.t activities 

should be teken ~l~ce. ~nd the ~ocus should include everything 

that h2s 1yen leor'.led in the ::-,-::st ~S':i years a.bout the orea'·j_ng 

vu of or."'"ani"'8ti-:ns>.l acti·(ii:i :::-, the !)ro:::::..~r.-,s that 2-re created 

~Y ~ovcr~ment:l 2o~histication in cooDt1ng the ideas cha-~~ng 

the method o:: ~..,ropoc:-.:.:ri6a, r.~d ~o on a.nd so ~"'orth. '::-he attcr.ipts 

!\OW :::.ho··ld 1--::,.rs -:he EO;')'.:ffif-"-ti· at ion oc, the s:·r,cr" r,nce tr.at 

.J. ,.,. C ,, ,. 

. ' 
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connectio~s with those or~anizations, then we are ~oine to 

have a stron,.er nrisoner nove:ment. ~.-:hon ":re ~.re de2linr: •.-:tth the 

kinds of thin.~s t 1'"'.at tl:.e ·Y:1-:er err.ant ~ati0ns ere intere2ted in-; 

n01·rer rr.~cr..ine 02alinc -:.:-ith the ~.-:-ronc things. 2o ~hat f:~:ere has 

to be some fluidity \·i +h .l:he ?'!e;-r movement ='na t~.at flu.io.i ty has 

to be able to to.ke in va.ried O:Pinfons, varied t?::pressir-ns, tr.ere 

is ,.,.oing to be -r~~c:al differences in the er:' s tl-:nn t~ere were 

and ::::,cuses. ~~}rnre 2-re coing to be economic :.:-roups, class €,To1x~8. 

There're coing to be all ~orts of dif~ereent v~ys of appro~ching 

that's coing to be eble to tolerate the different ~inds of 

e::Qre~si :!1.S ar:d ~.-a.y of ~oving. Cne of the things chould be how 

t ~ ~h t· +ht +h • t·. ·t. 't o r.12.-1.e ,., __ ose con"':ec ions so ,J a .. e ~risen m9vemen JUS .. 1sn 

an isol2.ted kind of thing 1·ri th a fe .. ._.;-..,eo:-·le loo:-::ng at prisons 

hec::use t!'-ere is a ~.-uch l2rge con!lecti·on. ':e kind of ena ed ~:i th 

,.,rl:at o.re we t81}:ing about, are ~.-1e t~.lldng e.bout defining ::•·or.ls 

~hen be~ore ~erticination or ~re ~e talking about finfinc ~om~thing 

to ~':.rtici~~.te. I :c1ean imr-1d.edi2te n~rti~ation t·rith out actu~.l 

~:0rc certaj_n, rot r:5nimum r~oals, ··ut certain goals tr.at r:-.11 
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kinds of idon.s of systeri.s r-.nd that '.:ind of thin...... ' . .'e heine 

able to h8.ve room for all those dif ·•crent iciec.s, ~eo-r.le to 

rori.e t0 --ether '.·:-i th B ~ 1:-:ost -,,ne ~pecifi c -~·oals that they can 

a;Tee on, so t}~at \·Te can ~.11 ~-:ork -:o.r•ether on that, o.~:d 

"!"\crhan·s exp~nd the ideas and the coals 2.·!1r:c the IiD.rtici:p:;.tion. 

TT::o sufgestion::: ;_•rere that access ,.-:·:mld be somc-th~ng that 'T::ould 

be in the in1:erest of -r.ro·bably ,:=;very ldnd of .-·oa.l. Acces2, the· 

more :people that have accsss t() ~~he :r.rison, the more 1·;re C8.n ·-et 

on ~--ith the o~her 1:i!!d[; o~ ~l-:ings end disper~2.l of inforr!;ation 

anc. trying tc -~-et r.nre :900:ple invob:-ed, that that really 

couldn't be aca.inst r::r1y 1:-ind o:: later goal that's· wor::e5. o!l • 

.i 

Comm.unity or,:ani ~int; s~rate :ie s ::.rnr1rnho:p: :?a.ul Comiskey 

In our grou~- 'T:.re tnl1::ed nbout comi:'unity organizing. The :fi~st 

thing ~ou do when ~ou want to organize ~0o~le, peo~le who are 

T)Owerless ~~nd peoule \·rho are oppressed, is that ";'"OU look at the 

situation, you question what is the opening line of attack, ~-rhat 

1~inci of iEsuss. The organizers call it"cuttinc the issues". ~hey 

go into the co□nunity, end look around Rnd see alot of things 

't;:rong, r:~d t'~cn t'·ey sr;,y 1·rhich one of t·her.-e thi··,,17s 8.re we coing 

to tal:e 1;:p r.s an ism.~e. ::.'e are =·oine to p~c 1.,:-r:ce it and cive it 
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opening issue. The reasoning for picking visiting or access as an 

open issue is f~_rst of all t1;at it's something everyone can relate t0. 

~veryone c~rn relate t0 .:-he nesd for a f?..nily, ;-tickine tocether, 

everyone cc.n rela.tc to the idea that keepint: a :1risoners' frunily 

in tack is the best \·ray to l:eep ~·he.t -prisoner from coing back 

~risen after :he or 2he is released. Also, visiting and access 

seems to cut across ~he border in terms of empm·rerinp peo·--le 

to 

on other issues, Salle ~alked about infor~ation and other connectir~ 

end the r;:ore ~eo--:ile you .:-et r•oing into the ~risons to see· ~-:hat 

is h2:9pening. As a result of running a })la.ce like the House, r::any 

volunteers are ex,osed to the rroblems in ~risons. Visiting seems 

to be a cood issue to start out on. 

I told -:::iy group about a new tool that prioo n organizers can 

use uhich we have not been able to use very effectively in the pa.st. 

This is the 2.dministrative :petition. In the CDC there are two 

sources of law that the CDC operates under. One is the law under the 

renal code, the heal th and safety code r·.nd all the laws pasEed by 

the legislature. The other section of law :-.~hich the CDC operates 

under is the adninistr2.tive rules, 1·rhich are a :'art of the 

admi:nistrP.~ti ve code, vrhi ch 1':2.ve the ~ame bi nc ing eff 2ct of laws 

7ou' 11 fj_nd under the pe:-ial coc1e. I-Tot to lone age the rules 

that oper!?.te-~: 1.e:ci.er the CDC 1.-rere ~a.rle by the cirector. in :-:is o-:.rn 

discretion r-.nd it 1·:as l~ind of autr.ori ty the pe?1al coc:.e .~ave :him. 

~hen the :\T!:eri car. =.;,ri c:1ds find ACLU '"'..::d ctter er ours :Ted f-he CDC 

and. said t~· at 11~:-ou ::-::ho1:ld he 1;nc:.er the r.dl:!:nistrati ve nroccr·:t1re 2-ct 

!""n? -:r.at 7ou r•}-:oulc !Y: t'.~. 1-in:- ~,..O~Jr r 1 • 1 0~ • .. -~_th -r,til)~ic .... :ort~Ci-r)·--.tion. 
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1hey lost .the· suit, but then the lep:islnture ce.me along behind them 

and though that it would be a good 1cea that CDC make their rules 

under the administrative procedure 2.ct. So when the CDC wants to 

change it's rules they r.2.ve_ to send out a notice o-:"' 7,hd>se proposed 

new rules they will ~hanr:e or adant to 8.11 inter •• ted parties. 

Then they will have to tell you in their notice about these rules 

or adapted changes and inform you of the public hc~'~ring in 

f.acramento. or S. F., or ,.-rhereever it hap~ens to be on '.:":v ch and such 

a date. You can either come their in !-)err.on or submit in 1·.r~i tinz 

your ·-·oints of view on the is:-'ue. 2o you ~et public p~rticipe:tion 

in that ruli.ng process. There's al1·rn.ys been a :provision in the 

codes that said that if you wanted to ~ropo~e a chance to the CDC 

.you can write a letter to CDC saying, this is a rule you should 

adopt, or revise. However, on July 1,1980, the law is going 

to change and is going to give peojle, to or:2·a~ize, people, want 

to em~ower people by building a politicrl organization by way 

of administrative petitions. ?aeicall~r, ,·7tat this law is going 

to do this, if an individual gro1.~.p, ,:-roups of groups, etc, send 

a petition to the directa:- and say you ouf.ht to adopt rule 

or change this rule or do whatever. ':'hen the director is coing 

to have 30 days to ei t~er f ~t that -pror.os2.l for a hnaring or c1 eny 

it. If the director wa~ts to 2et up a ~rarine he would do it in 

the s~e ;.-tny if the CDC i t:--e lf ~.:o.s nro-o csi r.. •• it h~r 2endin;~ it out 

to all interested p~~ries who ~2~Rd to tc on the list, this is a 

rule ch8Yi[e we are thi!l1drig about, ~ .. ~r.at c1 0 ~-ou think [lbout it? 

\'e are ~oinc to have a hr:ar:i nc on sv_ch ,l"ly,r1 ::·uch c ~te, :.rou can 

done rnd the director r::c~ts ~- r:~nrinr:, 1.1:cn .Lh·: c}irr_ctar hc~s to l-:c:·.~-~ 

a cnrcful record·, of •,:h:::i.t o.ction ir-· ~:·· 1:r,n an t:·~o.t rule r~,hc rcco~cJ 
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has to indic2te all the petitions that were received concernine 

testimony from the public in support of or 2.cai net that particul~r 

rule change. Then they a.lso have to keep a. record of ,-rhat studies 

they mnde them~elves, whatever argue~ents they've considered nmonf 

themselves so forth and so forth. Then the act-ion that was tf.!ken. 

2o whsn someone~end a petiti0n to the director they consider it and 

decide not to to it, there hes ~o be a record kcnt. So 8orneone· can 

look over t~at record nnd so~cone can go into court ofter t~at o.nd 

you cen '":Ue the c.irector 2.nd sr:.y that the director cid not m0-.1.{e -this 

decision based on the substential cvi~ence Lhat was presented. ~he 

court can do 0ne o:: t"t.!o things: ei t!:er the~r can c a.y CK di· ·ector, 

you must reconsio.e that rule acain in light ·of this or he has the 

po~rnr now to tell the di rector that he ~'"!c?..s to adopt that ncn·r rule. 

So this rives peonle a new kind of ~o~er on the administrative -rule 

making ~rocess. I don't want to blow this out of proportion but it 

is something we've never tad before. So if you are coin3 to ~se 

rule r::aY-ing --:--recess like this ~,rou have draft u:p a rule c-.nd zell it 

to the pub:!.ic and :et the best hearing :rou can on it. 

The Prisoners' r:nion, the Visi tcbrs :\dvocacy Council and a 

num:-er of ot~·-er groups are now setting up a. proJosed rules for 

visiting, we're soing to call it the visitin~ ri~hts ~ropoPal. It's 

going to cont!;in a1ot of ;)revisions that 1.:ere recomrnr:nci.ed by CDC, 

in its 01m study in 1972, but then r~ver bo~~ered to i~plemcnt. 

',·re ere ;:-oing to 22 .. y, look ::'0 1)I! mm ctv6y f.'.8.id this, 0 nd 1;1e think yo::.. 

OU/:ht to co it. ·.·e aro ·~')inf t') run r~(r.-;n bri•2- .... l~r, ~.·!hat r.;one of ~~he 

r::2::-s ~.-ill "he. :-'he ::irct one ,.-.•rich ;·:c ~.rcry r.-i~~l8, a r::~~ter of· 

0lr:!:---·r::!~-0r~f ht1~·~·~_1 n --·:·cr;::cy, i8 t:-~.t t~~cy l· ce ; he "7i:'i:·o-r.'·:r i::- en 

inc t it u ti on c 2. o ~ cot to 11 i 2 o :.· 1 • c r ~ 0 !~ C' • ·~-11 i s i s a -.._; • r Y :· i r:: ·: .. • 1 e c n e 
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but will have a creat impact on_visiting. Another would be that 

they establish a system of home visits, 1·1here 1:risoY1ers, or certain 

largt. cle.sses of prisonr-;rs will be able to go home for . . -'-
VlS:!.uS for 

a certain period of time. 2ome will be able -to do this immediat8ly 

and some 1•:hen they h2.ve a pa.role date. ~1e' re E,0ing to call this a 

rule ·for home viEi ts. Another one would be draft in: p2.rt of the 

ore.er from the r4arin ;,unert or Court order· about strip searching. 

When we we~t to a hearing in Secrsmento, we discovered that 2trip 

see.rches are going on all over the plr.-i.cc Vaca.ville, ?olsom and all 

over the pl~ce, alot more tl~an t~':ey ~.re at Sen Quentin ".-~here ttey 

ere doing it on a random basin at those pleces.So were are ~oing to 

nro:r-ose a ru.le that would b2sically ~ut the r.2.r1.e restrictions on 

. strip searches that San Quentin ha.s :1ow. Another rule s:-Tould be the.t 

if you want to restrict a visit you'd have to· :7-'.i ve tr.em immediately 

a written notice on ~.-rhy this 8.ction is being taken, ·.;ho's taking 

them and what are the steps to ap"l')eal it. Someboa.y in the group 

b'!""o:µght up about co~:tact vi~j_ts, we d.idn 't h2.ve any rules ebout 

but ·we' re :-oing to take a look at that and draft un sor.ie rules 

about it, so we can re~·trict their ability to :1ut. someo~e be~ ind 

·+ 1 V, 

zlass for viEi f:ing. So we' re c0ing to dre.,-1 v-n a i.·:hole set of r1..:les 

about it e.nd o-t-,._er ,·rou"!"'S • et i nvoJved rrnc: --:·:rite lstters in sun"'ort 
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If you' re. in _prison here's ,-,hat you can do, write letters C'..nc~ so 

on. Eave the r:en' s and Wor::en' s advisory council c.dopt re~oJ.utions 

su:pr,orting it. This is just one of the things we'd like prilsoners 

to do. ':le are f:oing to nut things in -there so that if you are a 

member of an organization vhat we'd li1:e you to do. Then we are gcir. • 

to leave it up to people to develop their o-·n ~trategies for 

organiztng arouncl viciting. Cne· of the things we found in th~ 

frisoners' Union is a real source of r,m-rer that has been untc.pped 

by people in the nrison movenent is the fanilies of prisoners 

themselves. t:le have been visiting the various· prisons and 

distributing liter2ture en the ?U and on variqus iEsues,~ie, visiti~~. 

We found out that these people do not belong to any organizations 

and are a real source of ~ower, very concerned people and are willi~;­

to do som,·.thing. 1:ihen you think about hoi:·1 ~.rou 2.re· goi~1g to bring 

about "0rison change I think about organizations, the organizations 

that we h~.ve are mainly "::)eople ,-rho have some connections °\'li th 

:prisons 2.nd prisoners. Alot of you here obviously 1-'.a.ve fs.mily, 

friends, ot love ones in prison, but alot of us don't but there 

are na'!'ly of :?ou out there who ha.ve not been contacted and 

unfortunately the only way we found w·e could contn.ct them, is to 

f'"O to the prison :<:?"D.tes just as a pc:litican i::ho seeks •:~lection goes 

to the f2ctory. If ue want to organize ~eo~le ~rc~nd ~rison is~ues 

. 
-r.·1e r.'D.St -·o 0ut +,o the :,_·[".tes o:: the 1:risons. ··.'e hand 0 1.:t i~·:or:-::e.tir·n 

~nd talk to the neople, this h~sn't been done ea~ily, we~ve be~n 

ta.ssnled all over the pl~ce. Ho~ever, ~e ~ound that we h~vs been 

able -to .~et out there e.nc} t~l}::cd tn the p~or,le. 

vicitors. .:e will inv:L to :·ou to 
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·way ;.;rou ca.n. ·::e really depend on you and your. oreanizations to 

Eat.her any ideas or tactics you may 'br:ive in mindto help us 1,;ork on. 

The poal ~s ~oin~ to be im~roved visiting, obviou~ly we think there 

is -r·oing to be somethinr beyond this because if you em:ro'T,,:er peo~le 

then ?OU' re not .,...cing to be in t11is b2.e we been hearing a.bout all 

day -that cver~:-7 ·:_ rr:r; ~rou i;7ork on a reform it ends up being the so.me 

old thing ~.-:i th a new face. ':his h8.s real:_y been the problem that 

no one l~as em~o~.-:·ered the prisoners or their f~mily 2nd no cne is, 

~-re must empm-:-er our:-:-elves. '2:hat r:,eal'!s cutting up some is::-:ues 2.nd 

retting out ~.nd doing it. ~he issues that we brm.16ht up today 

such ftS cegr~~gation, rac~sm on -the i·nside 2nd the 0utside can be 

chanzed and visiting seems like a good ~lace to start. 

S-:-:lf;...help groups strategies workshop- Larry Trujillo 

_The ae;lf help uorks!10:p ~-~as not exactly a strategy but somethin;: 

t:iat emerged f!·om the workshop was a renewal o_f energy. ~·Te 've h2.d 

a number of people 1·rho \·rorked in the self-help groups for a 

number of yea.rs and some ~-.rho had just ·started self-help croups -r:rere 

a~le to see that there were others working in the self-help movement 

on the inside a.nd in the comm.mi ty. That was the overriding thing 

t1~at came out of our '".rnrksh<bp. So ue .":'"at a rene 1.red ener:zY in the 

~ark wrre doing and there's other ,eo~le ~~ing this kind of ~ork. 

~ense t~at c~me to us, h . h. t:! : c 1s a critic· 1 

me.int~.in 1.1.-r:·i 4:.y, the.t ,.,c. mu.st show the 1')r~o-r:le on ~he L1side that ,-re 
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h~ndbooks and resourse materials, but there is no one unified 

way for ~me ~roup to :fj_nd out -i:·:112.t ot~er crou!)S :?re 00inc. !eh8re 

are severBl naticnal and local dir0ctories that :=:nea.k to s0me of the 

needs that self-help :-roups r.avc concerning T-'Ostrelease C8rvices. 

·:e felt that there is a real need to do more networ~ing to get that 

information to fuore p8ople. ~ut also orga~izations themselves to 

f"Gt into r-rcater cont!:!.Ct with ec.0h ')ther. One· concrete ,-ray that 

this CP.n take "'."'l8ce is through vv?O. c..Tan spoke to +·he fact that 

EowPrd : .. ~ay and ?u.th nuscllen have both in rubJic nress releases !::nd 

tte media c~de a coremitt~ent to cccess, so that we should really 

• hold them on tt.i sis sue. ~.-.~e, 1 :.ke +,te other croups felt that access 

\·ras one of the overridr!ing is2ues. For 2elf-help croups, to cet 

into the prisons ~nd naintain contacts inside the prisons. Ano~her 

thing ·we felt 1•;as that CDC buc.~et should prioriti'"'e self-helps, 

:9a.rticul:?.ry the cu~.tural groups, which are really working tm·rn.rds 

a ~rue ~e~se of rehabilitation. Working 1,ii th each other and 

communicatine and hRving the ability to do that so, there should 

be a ~riori ty ~iven instead of the way CDC nm·T reacts to self-help 

groups-they h~te them rn~ try to keep them out of nrisons. ~e 

need not only ~ark to ~et the grouns in, but to ~ive a ~riority 

to that. ·::e ~.J.so need to have sorie tre.ining on ho1·r to dsvelop 

~elf-help cro~~s. ~hen the ifsue of coE~ittccnt wc2 r~al central 

in our ciscu2sion. ~·cver2.l n(:O~le CV.[:'r•ez-ted that if :·ou are not 

comr.:itted the!l ~rou rc~.lJ.y shouldn't 'be ir.volvco in the ssl~:-::clp 
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One of the unifying ~rinciples that came out of the workshops 

in the afternoon w2s, first of all, that ve need to develop 

princinles of unity that i::e can all ,rnrk ,.-!i th. :Pe.sic, overriddine 

principles of unity. 3asic issues that emerced included access, 

i,:e need to hP.ve access; 2) is the dispcnsal of information, 

another ~rinci~le of u~ity that seemed to emerce r:rom all the 

... rnrkf"•ho-ps was the real need for a multi facet strategy. :;; e shouldn't 

abandon lee-islati ve 'T.-:ork or li tication lrork, hut , .. re need to 

embrace crass rocts communities orga.niza..;:ion in a r.mch more vi2.ble 

fashion, so that legislation and litigation work does not get 

coopted. Also the self-help groups need sunport and need to be pert 

of· the movement. And the.point came· out that in the last 10 years 

strategies within the prison novc:rnent have been s0phisitca.ted and 

we must begin to use this sophistication in the movenent to ~o 

fon:a.rd ::rom this point on. ·::e have learned from the r:ovsment in 

the 60-70's. We should have some validity in our movement. Wj 

should allow for different ethnic and class groups to have room to 

develop their ftrategies ~ithin the overall str~tcgies. Then we 

need to identify :-my issues and develop concrete suc~estions for 

acting on these. 1·Tow these 1.-rill be the 1-:inc.s of continuning 

dialar~u.e around the2e issues and they wil1 become concrett zed 

throuch the CCI'O o.!1d we hope that everyone who cr:me today eill 

continue to cnme. ~e hope that ~his is the 1:ecinnin~ of the nrison 

r::over.ient for the 1 980' s anc} +,},at it moves even -~re r--ter then it.'~ id 

jn the 70's. 


