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BROTHERS
IN COURT

Since December I8, I972, arraign-
ent proceedings have been taking place
t the Wvoming County Courthouse at
arcaw. So far, 60 Attica Brothers
ave been named on 37 indictments, and
the Grand Jury responsible for these

g grill in session. Throughout these

roceedings, the state has demonstrat-—

d its inhumanity, against which the

ndicted Brothers have stood up

trong; the repression has been ex-
‘tended from the Brothers to those who
Fre at the courthouse to show their

e

olidarity.
The remoteness of the courthouse,
%in an isolated all-white communitvy,
far from the urban centers where
most of the Brothers have their roots
‘and supporters, is itself a disad-
@antage: but this has not prevented
‘the people from packing the courtroom.
The state was not prepared, at first,
for such a show of support. Security in
the first week was not intense. ''Spec-
ators" could wait inside the building
ind communicate with the Brothers as
thev entered and le ne court,
..l. oY were >. 2 7‘.
iftators" by Judge Carmen Ball, then
‘the state provided the spectacle in
gts treatment of the Brothers. When
‘the nrisoners are brought to the
‘courthouse, they are escorted by
‘State Troopers. They are forced to

‘climb a fire-escape in shackles, and
“are led into the courtroom in chains.
he first day of indictments, the
g rothers at the court had to wait
tall morning, chained, because the
prosecution did not bother to show
‘up until the afternoon. The mental
étorture was prolonged by the state:
‘until the indictments were unsealed
§in the courtroom, the Brothers there
§iad no idea what they were being
charged with. Some were even made
to return on later dates to face new
“indictments —--no-one knew if or when
the would have to be at court again.
One Brother, William Ortiz, at his
'second appearance, exposed the pain
the was forced to endure. Looking badly
tbeaten, he said:

¥'T'm going through pains-mental pains.
81 do not know if I am William Ortiz. I
ddo not know if I exist---they took an
innocent man and killed him. They have
‘taken my mind-like a man without a mind,
without a head--I don't know anvthing
Sabout these charges—they are a nack of
fcold-blooded lies. You want to kill me,
vou can kill me. Get it over with now.
Cive me the electric chair. Give me the
vas chamber. You're going to kill me
lanyway.'

i On a later appearance to the court-
ghouse, Ortiz seemed strengthened by the
%ﬂmw of support, returning the clenched

&ist greeting of demonstrators as he
left to be taken back to Auburn.
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Together, the Brothers have man-
aged to withstand the pressures of the
state, and have used every opportunity
to demonstrate the invalidity of the
indictments and the illegality of the
court., Once arraignments formally began,
no-one entered a plea=-=-Judge Ball has
had to do it. They do not walk in, but
often force the prison guards to drag
them, dramatizing the state's repression.
Indictments have been torn up, ignored
or contested. Several Brothers, turning
to the people, have asked if they indict-
ed them. Until Judge Ball forbade '"dem-
onstrations'", the answer

\
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Brother Chuck greets supporters as
cops load him into paddy wagon

was a solid "NO!" This gesture stems
from objections to the prosecution's
use of the words "The People of the
State of New York..." 1In a motion to
delete "The People," replacing it with
"The Government," Dalou Asahi (Mariano
Gonzalez) said:

"The present use of the words "The
People" gives legitimacy to what is an
illegitimate charge against me. The
people, my/our people, have never passed
judgement on me and have never accused
me of any crime. The people have not
been able...to judge and indict the real
criminals.”

The state opposed the motion, and Judge
Ball denied it. This was just one of
many times that the Judge acquiesced to
the prosecution's wishes. For example,
in motions for bail reduction, the Judge
has onlv accepted the figure desired by
the state.

The Brothers are making all actions
and motions collectively. Included among
the motions they have decided to raise
are:

I. That trial venue(location) be
changed to New York City;

2. That Judge Ball be dlsmlssed
for prejudice,and

3. That the indictments be dropped
in the interests of justice;

Such actions and speeches by the
Brothers, and the constant support at
the courthouse dlsmays the state,
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which is trying to gag those exposing
its inhumanity. It has reacted with
greater clamp-downs. Now, everyone
wanting to enter the courtroom has to
wait outside in the freezing cold. Then,
one by one, they are searched by a sher-
iff with a metal detector, their names
meanwhile being taken by another sher-
iff and a Bureau of Criminal Investiga-—
tions agent--presumably as a
To even carry a paper cup of water into
the courtroom is forbidden. A wall of
armed '"peace-officers'" is placed be-
tween the brothers and sisters waiting
outside the building to greet the
prisoners as they are being led away.

During the proceedings themselves,
a similar threatening display lines

the walls of the small courtroom.
Attorney William Kunstler, in court
on Friday Februarv 2, made it clear in
a motion to remove the cops, the rea-
son for their presence: to give the
appearance of containing "wild ani-
mals from prison", and prejudice the
case against the Brothers. The Judge
himself hides behind the stony wall
of his face; his response to the Bro-
thers is threatening, paternalistic,
or downright callous.

One Brother, Ronald Bixby, was
not treated for a nervous disease as
he should have been on the day he
appeared in court (December 28). The
Judge ignored his condition——and that
ayvening Bixb ound ncon i0 Qn
the floor of his cell with a "piece of
cord" around his neck. When told of
this, Judge Ball denied responsibility
for anything concerning the institutions
to whose "care" he has committed the
Brothers. When one Brother, Willie
Stokes, documented the specific inci-
dents of harrassment and brutality
which he was aware of at Auburn, the
Judge told the prosecution to continue
reading the charges--and told Willie
he could have him gagged.

Following Willie Stokes into the
courtroom was Alphonso Ross, who told
the Judge why his court and his charges
were illegal. Hauled up on kidnap

charges, he said:
Continued on page 3
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brothers’
letters

Attica News:

ATTICA NEWS SERVICE is the collective
effort of the Attica Brothers and
their supporters on the outside-the
Attica Defense Committee. Since the
stralght press has chosen rto ignore
Attica and the state's new attack

on the Brothers, and since what they

8do print is either distortion or just

plain 1ieg, and eince the onlv force
that can guarantee a peonle's vic-
tory over the attempt to repress all
resistance and growth bv oppressed
people and the prisoners is the

§ neople themselves--fully educated
§ as to what Attica is, why it exists,

what happens there, what it means,
and who the Attica Brothers are, we
will serve as a network providing
the needed information on this
struggle.

We aim to be a channel through
which the Brothers' support move-
ment can be organized: specifically

§ as a newspaper to be distributed in

communities in New York state where

# Attica work is going on or trials
d are being held; as a newsletter and
§ communications network for prisoners,

e

to break down the barriers of walls
and bars that separate them from
those in struggle outside--by print-
ing articles, interviews, poems,
letters and graphics of the Brothers,
their families and outside supporters:
and as a news service to the press
throughout the U.S. Upon request, we

dwill also provide speakers, films
d and Attica information packets (inter-

views, tapes and writings by the

d Brothers).

4 We hope to furnish complete, accu-
% rate information on trials, condi-

tions, and all other matters re-
lating to the Brothers' legal and
political defense.

! We will feature articles on various

aspects of oppression in the criminal
justice and prison systems.

We plan to publish once a month. We do
not have the money for national distr-
ibution, so please help us by using

1 the materials in the paper, (writings,
1 photos, etc.) in your own papers.

Please give us your reactions and
criticisms of our work, and any in-

% formation on the prison struggle. Our
{ existence is wholly dependent on con-
% tributions, which may be sent to the

d ATTICA BROTHERS DEFENSE FUND, c/o the

Buffalo Challenger. We hope to distrib-

§ ute a limited number of copies free to
d prisoners, so your financial support

is essential.

4 S UPPORT THE BROTHERS!

ATTICA IS ALL OF US!!

Attica Defense Committee
P.0.Box 74,

Bidwell Station,
Buffalo, N.Y. 14222,
716-884-2863

Dalou

THE TIME HAS COME -
SUPPORT THE BROTHERS

Not so long ago the news media
were overwhelmingly flooded with the
events of the Attica Rebellion and
the infamous Massacre of September
13, 1971, in which so many Brothers
and hostages were slain with the
fire-power of the state, ordered
and praised by the Nixon-Rockefeller-
Oswald power structure.

Many eyes were unbelieving, many
minds were confused and many hearts
were angered when the outright lie of
hostages being slain by the prisoners
was contradicted with the truth of the
cause of death-—Rockefeller's bullets!

From that time until now, many of
the Brothers who survived were placed
in HBZ, were kept isolated in punitive
segregation, not given any criminal
charges, yet repressed on the orders of
Rockefeller and Oswald. At the same
time, Rockefeller hand-picked a "spe-
cial" prosecutor, Dep. Att. Gen. Robert
E. Fischer, and a score of professional
super—-cops (costing the taxpayers mil-
lions of dollars) to investigate crimi-
nal violations of the State laws and to
bring evidence before a so-called "spe-
cial" Wyoming County Grand Jury (all
whites), which has just handed down 37
sealed indictments naming 60 Brothers.
This Jury is still sitting and will
bring more indictments against the
people.

Needless to say, it is conspicuous
that the State is the party which is
guilty of murder and outright Fascist
tacticsy and yet, the Brothers are
again the victims of trumped-up indict-
ments and outrageous charges and the
victims of a shrewd and highly-organ-
ized conspiracy not only against the

%
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Brothers but against all the people,
1

too.

How can the State have the audacitv
to frame the Brothers under the title
of:

The "People” of the State of New York
against

We're the People! And T believe the
majority of the peonle accuse the

Brothers of nothing, except being unfor-

tunate victims of a political conspir-
acy of those who currently exercise
power in the State. To the contrarv,
many of us praised the State for fur-
ther raising our level of consciousness
to the reality of prison conditions and
the hypocrisy of so-called criminal
"Jjustice" in the U.S.

The Brothers need (the people's)
support, for the following reasons:

1. Many of us are poor and cannot
afford to select a lawyer of our own
choosing to represent us appropriately
and not one who will sell us out at anv
given time; funds are needed for
attorneys' expenses.

2. We are being framed by a "special

prosecuting team; therefore, we must
get a "special" Defense investigating

tean for the defense of all of us—--i.e.,

legal assistants to look for defense
witnesses, to fund the legal materials,
doctors, pathologists, etc.

3. Funds for demonstrations, rallies,

buttons, leaflets, posters, etc.

4. Money for our Bail Fund. Five
Brothers have been sitting in Erie Co.
Jail for 3 months now, simply because
they and their families are poor—-
58500 will put all of them on the

street. R —

5. More important, we need the phy-
sical presence and moral support of
the real concerned people at each and
every court appearance and/or each and
every rally or demonstration in our
behalf.

All power and love to you, the
people,
Dalou Asahi
for the Indicted
Attica Brothers

Er T T TR P AT R e S

COME TO COURT: the Brothers will be
in court March 14 at Wyoming County
Court, Warsaw, N.Y. at 1 p.m.

For rides and information call:

BUFFALO: Attica Defense Committee
884-2863

ITHACA: Prison Rights Coalition
272-9389

NEW YORK CITY: Attica Defense
Committee 741-2640

ROCHESTER: Peoples' Defense Comm-—
ittee 454-2272

SYRACUSE: Family and Friends of
Attica Brothers 478 0770
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Attica Brothers Defense Fund
% the BUFFALO CHALLENGER, 1301 Fillmore,
BuFfalo ,New York, 14211

NAME I am enclosing $ as a contribution
to:[] LEGAL DEFENSE [] BAIL FUND
ADDRESS [] ATTICA NEWS SUBSCRIPTION
[] I would like to do Attica work
PHONE in my community, please contact me.
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Dear Brothere and Sicterae of the PDC,

I'd like to tell all of you beauti-
ful people what your letter meant to
me. As I was reading your letter to me
I felt a very strangé feéling in my
heart, something T have never felt
bafora. I guege it wae the fact that
theve igc gomeone in thies world who
really cares about me, and the strang-
est thing about it is I haven't
really met any of you. But I realize
now that you pecplé are the real and
true people and are just like me, '"we
are the opprageed," and now we must
fight this with U.N.I.T.Y., for this
love, strength, unity and all the
feelings we have for one another can
only result in the greatest victory
of the oppresoced people (you and I).
1 want all of you to know that the
brothers and I cannot raally ewxpreas
to all of the beautiful people our
love for them with words for the crue
feeling of love generates ILCselr

nethe = = SRR 2 2. -
each others I only wish I had known
all of vou before this when 1 was a
part of the outside world for my eyes
could have been opened sooner Lo what
was really happening, but I was very
voung and naive and I still am but
each day I see more and more and I'm
very happy that all of you are willing
to help me through this struggle.
Believe me when I tell you el |
speak from the core of my heart. Yes,
the mass of American people are good
and they are beautiful.

Well, I hope thie letter meanc ag
much to you all as yours did to me,
so I'11l close by saying I LOVE ALL
OF YOU and power to you and us.

Love,

John Hill

Dear Brothers and Sisters Who Are
Members of the Black and White
Ghetto Community,

We, the Indicted Attica Brothers,
are concerned about society knowing
what the racist officials has did, by
placing this thing upon us--and when I
say us I mean all the black and white
people in the ghetto, who know what it
ig like to be poor, hungry, and oppres-
ced by this system which we are pres—
ently under. Whatever happens to us
will definitely reflect upon the black
community throughout the country. You
know of the very dreadful inhuman acts
Rockefeller and his agents brought upon
us at Attica on September 13, 1971; it
1g a chame manv of us at Attica, and in
the black community around the country,
lost our loved ones, brothers and com=-
rades, on that day. And many of us
were left handicapped.

It was one of the bloodiest davs in
the American Prisons that any of us has
ever witnessed in our lives, and one
of Rockefeller's most savage type acts
to wipe out the poor black and white
of our gsociety. And he continues to do
these acts of violence in our streets,
homes, and prisons today.

It is clearly understood why Rocke-
feller does these acte on the poor and
opprecced people, and I shall give you
some of these reasons why: 1. Rocke-
feller has never been Black; 2. Rocke-
feller has never been poor; 3. Rocke-
feller has never been hungry; 4. Rocke-
feller has never been in jail for some-
thing that he did or didn't do; 5.
Rockefeller has never lived in the
ghetto in run—down houses with rats
and roacheo running around the place.
These are just some of the reasons wh

O Y sels Cl ava \
so-called lower class people. Now due
to the investigation that Rockefeller
and his agents has been working on for
15 months, another terrible act was
placed upon the ATTICA BROTHERS in tha
struggle. Siaty Brothers were
indiected--and more are expected to
be--for varioug acts arising out of
the Attica uprisine. But we, the poor
and oppressed people 1in our communitv,
know who the real killer and criminals
are, and who is trvinz to cover up for
themselves. These charges that were
placed upon us include murder, attemp-
ted murder, kidnapping, as well as 34
other charges down the line. And all
of us are now being held in an isola-
tion part of Auburn (concentration
camp) prison.
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We, the Indicted Attica Brothers,
who are part of the struggle, who
have been constantly punished in these
(concentration camps) prisons, remain
physically and mentally strong in these
deplorable conditions.

But now we have come to the problem
where we must set up our defense again-
st Rockefeller and his agents, which I
know all our beautiful black and white
brothers and sisters in the community
around the country will resolve.

We, the Indicted Attica Brothers,
are in desperate need of your total
gupport, in and out of court, poli-
tically and economically. We need
pennies, dollars, anything that you can
give. We all must understand that we
must unite and fight this capitalistie
killer off our backs once and for all,
so that we can stop these legal lynch-
ings and killings by the ruling class
{(Rockefeller, Nixon) in our community,

So you see, my beautiful black/white
brothers and sisters, we all must get
together once and for all to overcome
this present system and to reach our
goal=-~which is freedom, justice and
equality in all walks of life in which
we live today.

You see, brothers and sisters, we
have to FIGHT and DIE for what we want
today. Because we all want to be treat-
ed like human beings, not animals. The
slave days are supposed to be over.

Peace, Power and Love to you All,
Brother Armstrong John

and the Indicted
Attica Brothers

Continued from pg.l

“I am a ghetto man, born and
raised there, my people are
there--you have kidnapped me
to this court... As to this !
here charge of unlawful im-
prisonment...well, Judge
Ball, you and the rest of

the pigs in this country <are
unlawfully imprisoning thous-
ands of my poor Brothers—-
because they are poor, and
because they are Black or Chi-
cano... that's unlawful im-
prisonment!"

It was the patronizing
Judge Ball who "advised" Bro-
ther William Wesley- "You are
your own worst enemy. Stop
thinking that everyome is out
to get you..start worrying a-
bout yourself first, and then
concern yourself with these
other things.'"(other things

being the conditions in Au-
burn which William was deman-
ding be controlled)

The state is trying to
repress the Brothers because
they know what the state does
to human beings. The response

W to its efforts is the growth
‘of activity around their strug
gle. Groups from Rochester,
Buffalo, Syracuse, N.Y.C.,
Ithaca, and Olean have been

W there in Warsaw every day,
~ picketing, filling the court-
. room, and showing those try-
ding to silence the Attica
! Brothers that their voice will
be heard. This is what the
Attica Brothers teach us in
every demonstration of resis-
tance- and it is up to us to
“carry the struggle forward
!with them.
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WHAT
HAPPENED
AT ATTICA?

The Attica Prison Rebellion was not an
igolated inecidernt. On any Qingle day
there are about 1,300,000 Americans in
prison, ninety percent of them Black,
Latine and poer white people from the
urban ghettos of America. Moget large
prisons in the U.5. have seen major
up-rigings in the lacst three or four
years, all directed against the racism,
brutality and general degradation of
pricon exigtenca. In New York State
alone, prisoners at Rikers Island,
Queens and Brooklvn Houses of Detention
the Tombg, and Auburn had risen up to
bring their intolerable living condi-
tions to the attention of the people -
all before Attica exploded. Prisoners
at Auburn in -November, 1970,ware pro-
miced total ammecty, and were beaten,
gacocd and maced in their cells the
next day. They learned not to trust
the promises of the state.

Before the up-riging of Sentamber O,
19571, the Attlica prisoners had made a
number of pecaccful attcmpts to change
the sub-human conditions under which
they were forced to live. In August,
1970, 500 prieonere in the pricon
metal shop went on strike behind their
demands for human treatment. The elec—
ted negotiators were told they would
be taken to sece the warden with their
demands. Instead fourty of them were
made to run through a gauntlet of
prison guards armed with clubs. They
were beaten and shipped out of Attica.
In July. 1971, a liet of 28 demands wac
presented to Commigsioner of Correc-~
tions Russell Oswald, with a promise

that no action was planned to enforce
the demandc. The cignere of the Man-

ifesto were harrassed and subjected

to humiliating searches, while two
supporters were thrown into the "box".
Months went by, and again nothing
changed.

These are the forces that created the
up—-rising: 1. Conditions that denied
the humanitv of the prisoners on

every level, inedible food, one shower
a week, 25 cents a day for wages, five
minutes for parole hearings, the cons-
tant abuse and brutality of an all-
white, small=town corps of guards, no
human contact with their loved ones.
2. The betrayal of the prisoners'

good faith attempts at change had
created a situation of total distrust
and frustration. There was no way out.

3. The total lack of awareness or
support on the outside completed the
isolation of the prisoners.

On the morning of September 9, 1971,
the prisoners rebelled against their
intolerable oppression - (exercising
the same right of rebellion that forms
the basis of the American Declaration
of Independence). Thev took over the
entire institution, but were driven
back into D vard and the surrounding
cellblocks, taking 38 hostages with
them.

Tha 1,280 priconers in D yard develop-
ed a powerful unity of all races, pol-

itical and religious groups. For four
days they controlled their own lives:
shared their food,
clothing, and provided medical trearc-
ment for all who needed it. As an ex-
ample to the prison authorities, they
treated their hostages with humanity,
fed them well, gave them double matt-
resses and guarded them from attack.
Above all they overcame the racism
which is the prison's - and society's

- most effective tool for dividing and
controlling the population. The men

who protected the all-white group of
hostages were all Black, and no hostage

cigarettes and
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Oswald, who negotiated with the Bro-
thers, acknowledged that the changes
the prisoners demanded were "one hun-
dred years over-due'. There were two
demands, however, that Oswald was not
prepared to grant: the demand to dis-
miss warden Mancusi; and the demand for
total amnesty. His refusal to secure
amnesty for the rebel prisoners led
directly to the break-down of negoti-
ations and the savage crushing of the
up~rising. The amnesty demand was the
test of the "good faith" of the prison
officials. If all the 28 demands were
legitimate and steps would be taken to
implement them, then criminal prosecu-
tion of the prisoners involved in
raising those demands would be un-
reasonable. But the State considered
the right to prosecute the rebels more
valuable than all the human lives at
stake.

On the morning of September 13, without
warning or clear ulti matum, the State
mounted a massive lethal attack on the
prison population. The assault force

of State Police and prison guards had
been stirred up to a pitch of raeist
hatred by totally unfounded ctories of
hostages getting raped and castrated in
the yard. As they went into the prison
for the attack Troopers shouted "White
Powar'" and posed with clenched fistg for

news cameras. They were armed with shot-
guns and buck-shot to give scattered
fire over a wide area, and hunting
rifles equipped with flar-nosed dum-dum
bullets designed to blow a foot-wide
hole In the human bodv. Thirtv-nine
people, including ten hostages, were
killed and hundreds were wounded under
the guns of the state in less than five
minutes.

We have strong evidence that of all = §.

the prisoners who died on the 13th

some were not killed during the im-
mediate assault, as the state claims,
but afterwards when it was already very
clear that the troopers and guards

were in full control., Sam Melville,
Tommie Hicks, and L.D.3arkley were all
seen alive by other Brothers after the
final shots - or what they thought were

the final shots - were sounded. The Mc
Kay Commission report on Attica has

s chosen to deny that these assassinatione

were harmed in the yard - at least until teck place. }
the morning of the 13th. The negotiatorsIn the following days at least 700 pri-

at the table were Black Latino and
White, and the clear demands they rais-
ed called for human treatment for all
and an end to racist attacks.

soners were visiously beaten, tortured
and abused by State Troopers and Guards,
despite Oswald's promise that there
would be no physical reprisals. Some

Continued on o. 9
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LAW AND ORDER’

Brothers Beaten/Gassed

FROM: Attica Brothers
DATE: 28 January 1973

. Friday, January 26th, 1973, one of
the indicted brothers of Attikkka, who
is currently held in Auburn Prison, was
brutally assaulted by officers for hes-
itating when being ‘ordered to submit to
a gecond rectal examination within five
minutes. Otis McGaughy had gone through
this dehumanizing procedure on the way
down to visit his attormeys with the
Attica Defense Committee. Although rhe
attorneys’' vigit wae conetantly watched
by guards, stationed outside a glass
door, he was ordered to submit again
upon being returned to his cell. This
procedure carvied out with an air of
vengeful retaliation by Aubumm guards
(many of whom were at Attikkka in Sept.
1971) ie juet part of the harrasement
which we are still being subjected to.
The attack on McGaughy followed by only
two days the gassing of another Attika
Brother, Vernon LeFranque. The gas fil=
teved throughout our cells for the
following days.

We want the people to know what is
still happening to us and we despera-
tely call on you for help.

We urge People to write to:

Robert Henderson, warden
Auburn Prison

135 State Street

Auburn, N, Yo 13021

or

Russell G. Oswald, Commissioner
Department of Corrections

Twin Towers Building

Auburn, N. Y. 13021

and PROTEST the use of GAS and the
INTOLERABLE CONDITIONS that exist in
the BOX at AUBURN!

The Indicted Brothers
in Auburn Concentra-
tion Camp

Charges Dropped Against
Tony Williams

At the end of the long court session
on Feb. 26 the State's Attorney Brian
Malone suddenly announced that the
charges of multiple kidnap, unlawful
imprisonment and coercion against
Tony Williams had been dropped. He in-
dicated there was some question of
mistaken identification.

Tony, who had spent two months in
Erie County Jail as a result of this
indictment, is getting ready to sue
the state for false arrest, illegal
imprisonment, mental anguish, etc.

He believes the dismissal of the
charges has nothing to do with mis-
taken identity - after all the pro-
secutgr has been putting these charges
together for the past fifteen months
and should know who his targets are
and have accurate identifications. If
their evidence is so shaky that they
can indict the wrong prisoners, how
many more indictments should be dis-
missed?!

“Administrative Protective
Custody”

We, the Attica Brothers, are now
being held under the guise of "admin-
istrative protective custody"i!!!

Rockefeller and Oswald claim we are
being protected! And from whom are we
to be protected? Can it be that we're
being protected from the correctional
officers?? If this is the case, as
they claim it to be, why, we ask, are
we in their charge???

We are constantly being harrassed
by them. We are constantly being bru=

fed in a cell over an open commode by
by them. Some of us do not even have
a table in the cell assigned to us so
we must eat off the floor like animals.
We are not allowed to keep our commis-
sary or personal food which we have
received from home in the cells we've
been assigned to. Our commissary and
personal food is rationed (4 items a
day) to us daily by them. We are
allowed one haircut a month, two show-
ers a week, and two shaves. We are
taken to an exercise yard about 12' x
30" for an hour a day. In this exercice
vard we are told we are not to exercise
more than one man at a time. We are
supposed to receive one law book a
night upon request. But we are lucky
if we receive one law book a week.
So it is almost impossible to work
on our cases. When we request infor-
mation we are told to write an inter-
view slip to someone who doesn't reply.
No one seems to know what or who runs
this place or how so it is almost
total daily chaos. We are skin-searched
every time we are taken off the floor
to see an attorney, femily, etc. If we
go on a visit (attorney or family) we
are not fed. We are gcegregated from
each other in "tanks" - gix men to a
tank. And we are not allowed to pass
anything to one another. Now we ask
you — is this protective custody??7??
Well, we didn't ask for it!!
Attica Brothers
Auburn Concent—

a cell 24 hours a day by them. We are

ration camp

Chuck Pernasilice
Denied Bail

...AND FOR EACH UNHARMFUL, GENTLE
SOUL MISPLACED INSIDE A JAIL, WE
GAZED UPON THE CHIMES OF FREEDOM

FLASHING. Bob Dylan.

After one and a half hours of intense
pleading by Chuck and his attormey,
Barbara Handschu, Judge Ball once agai
denied bail. He had previously denied
the bail motion made by William Kunst-
ler, who will be representing Chuck at
trial, with leave to reapply. The re-
application was supported by petitions
signed by over 500 concerned residents
of Syracuse, Chuck's home town, urging
Ball to grant a reasonable bail. Scores
of letters from past employers, local
politicians, and relatives were also
presented. It was clear that Chuck has
a job and a good home waiting for him.
However, on bail matters, as on
everything else, Ball does exactly as
he is told by the prosecution. In this
case the prosecutor argued that the
charges against Chuck carry the man-
datory sentence of execution and he is
therefore not eligible for bail.
Chuck, a 2l-year old Brother from
Syracuse, is charged with murdering
Of ficer William CQuinn. His only con-
viction, and the one that landed him
in Attica, was in 1968 for taking a
ride on a stolen motorcycle. Now he
faces the prospect of anything up to
two vears stay in Erie County Jail,
where the food is inedible, family
visits last ten minutes, and there is
nothing to do but sleep and watch T.V.
Chuck is a fine guitarist, but the
warden there has refused to let him
have his guitar. On the grounds that
the strings could be used as a weapon.

B . P L T  r. J . B e R L
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State Launches
Second Attack

on Brothers

The "special" Attica Grand
Jury, after {1fteen months of
"Investigating” the uprising
and massacre, has finally hand-
ed down 37 indictments-=all of
them against prisoners, Slxty
(60) Attica Dirothers--46 of
them Black, & White, 5 Latino
and 1 Mohawi--are accused of
crimes ranging f{rom murder to
"promoting prison contraband.
Not t Trooper

1

one State Official,
or prison =zuard has been indic-
ted for so much as assault,
These indietments are only the
firet bateh. The Grand Jury is
50111 meetling regularly, and

by the judge and the D.A., twelve
of 1ts members stated gulte open-
ly that they had friends and
relatives who work as guards in
the prison or as State Troopers
and five had friends who were
hostages in the yard. The fore=-
man of the Jjury, Raymond Becker,
runs the school bus cutfilt in
Attica Village and claims many
f'riends among (he Atllca guards,

The only evidence this "1me
partial" Grand Jury has heard
in 1ts year and more of duty
has been presented by Deputy
Attorney General LRobery &, .

Flsecher and his agents
have acecordingly spent the
past ting the

! vear investigati
Allepged crimes of_ppisone a.
They have bought their testi-
mony from prisoners by ofters.
of pardon or parole, or by
threats of indictment for
those who refuse to testify as
directed by the D.,A.'s. We
know of several prisoners who

were refused parole because
they refused to testify. We
ltmow of at least two prisoncrs

who have testifisd several times

dand peen granted an executive

Indictments:

1.

Murder (Quinn)

2. .

Attempted murder

3

Attempted murder (Kline)
4.
Attempted murder (Kozlowski)
3

1st Kidnap %34 counts

6.

Murder (Privatera)

7'

lst degree kidnap x6 cts,
Unlawtul imprisonment xbcts.

18.

2nd Kidnap
Unlawful Impris.
lst Coercion

4o

2nd Assault

Promoting Pris. Contraband
Possession of Weapon

20.

2nd Kidnap

Unlawful Imprisonment

lst Coercion

20

2nd Robbery

Promoting Pris. Contraband
22, and 23.

2nd Assault

we can expect another load of Fischer, the man appointed by parden by (Oov, Nockcfcller. We lst cocrcion x0 cts. Fromotlng Pris. Contraband
¥ charges in the next f'ew months. Rockefeller to investigate ana know of one Brother who was 2nd assault x5 cts. 24,
prosecute all crimes committed threatecned with iIndlctments 8. Znd Robbary
Rockeleller and hils agzents at Attica. TFischertg ggoney worth another aight yeaws inside  2nd kidnap x9 cts. 2nd Assault
have spent close Lo two million was originally set up to inves- 1T he refused to tell It the way Unlawful imprison. x9cts. Contraband =2
d dollare of tawpayers! money to tlgate organized erime in New they wanted it. Brothers who were 1st coerciom x9 cts. 256
IndICted BrOthers " get these indictments, money York State, Apparently the task on the street were told their 9. Attempted Arson
. that could havec been used to of rounding up the Attica Bro- parole would be revoked if they 2nd kidnap %3 cts. Contraband
deal with the barbarle conditi- thers has a higher priority, refused to "cooperate." These Unlawful imprison. x3 cts. 26.
ons that trigeersc the uprisine. as the entire organized crime bribes are general practice in 1st coercion x3 cts. lst Sodomy
INDICTED BROTHER INDICTMENT MAXTMUM Why 1is it so important to them buying testimony. (Bought testi- 10. lst Sexual Abuse
NUMRER (S) SENTENCE £o punicsh the Attica Brothers mony and racist Jjuries were the 2nd kidnap x3 cts. 27,
and put them away for 1ife? foundation of the politilcal Unlawful imprison. x3 cts. 1st Sodomy
William Bennett(Goldmine) B B life x34 + 265 yrs trials of Angela Davle, the 1lst coercion x3 cts. 1st Sexual Abuse
Richie Bilello 5,15 life 34 + 18 yrs First, Rockefeller and all Soledad Seven, Martin Sostre, 2nd assault x5 cts. 28.
|Ernest Bixby 10 143 yrs. the State O0ffielals 1nvolved the Harlem rour, Billy Dean 11 2nd Kidnap
Jamee RBrown (Algayah) 5 life w34 have to wipe the blood off their Smlth, Gary Laughton--the 1list 1 . d 1 Unlawful Tmprisonment
Richard (larle(Brothor Richard) 5 life =34 own hands by putbing the whole 1s endless.) ZSt degree i lst Coercion
REEEhLEwEm CTHERR) 5 life w34 blame for what happened ab R e 29.
Renald Coyne (Big Red) 18 36 yro, Attica onto the prisoners. Dy Lt s L Ind Assault x%2
Herbic Scott X Deanc (Akil) 18 36 yrs. accusing the vietims of Attica This 1s the evldence, bought, P;omotlng Erisen Contraband Possession of Weapon
Allah Dehu(fugitive) 9 108 yro, of violent crimes, tLhey hope cosrced and fabrlicated, that 1 - Contraband
Bdward Dingle 5,15 life %34 + 18 yxrs the pecople will forget their will be used to bring these 5 g 30.
Robert Dugarm 10 143 yre own racist atrocitles. They charges against the Brothers. :nd EBEATLE ' Contraband
Greg Felder 20 36 yre. tried to do the same thing Sep- sl L 31,
Peter Galvin 20 36 yra tember 13, when Walter Dunbar The Brothers have no reason Sremeting Pris. Contraband 2nd Assault
: ; ’ e 19
Robert G111 10 143 yrs. announced Lhat the hostapges died to have any confidence in the ot As 32,
Mariano Gonzalez(Dalou) 6 1life at the hands of the Brothers. ﬁbilitﬂ, of the Judlclal system ~ s‘.wlt Possession of Weapon
Steve Garrett (E1-Kareeam) 5 life %34 This vieious lie was swallowed | L0 Insure Jjustlce, since they CPENBESRE gL nCapon Gontraband %3
Thoams Hagen 10 143 yrs, whole by the news medila, and have already been the victims Promoting Pris. Contraband 33,
John Hill (Chief) 1,19 poss, death 421 yre many people stilll believe it to of that systemts tseties, sueh 19, . ’ Possession of Weapon
Clavin Hudeon (Hutch) 24 36 yrs, be true, as fabricated charges, plea- i Contraband
Ragmond Jackson 21 99 yra, copplng, and blased Jjurles. Unlewfid dmpriss x4 4.
Armotrong John (Bif) 2,5 life =34 425 yre Second, they are trylng to Each Brother willl decide on hils §°55°5?1°“ R ismpon 1st Assault
Robert Johnson(Duke) 5,16,28 life %34 +78 yrs  crush.the resistance of pris- own line of legal defense, but lgomotms Pris. Contraband Jok RaaaulE
Wwilbur Johnson(Jusmeallah) 18,36 63 yrs. oners--and all oppressed people they lmow that thelr real hopes : ; 35.
|car1 jones-g1(Tari o e lie in their collective strength 1st Goerciom xZ :
q) 7 251 yrs, who struggle for a better 1life , + Tndhebal Tisebaiy Possession of Weapon
Milton Jones (Babu) 3,5,7,9 life %34 + 384 yrs by incarcerating them for 1ife and mass support on the outside, by P ‘ Contraband -
Vernon LaFrangue 14 yrs. in armed concentration camps. Q} = o 36.
Joe Little 11 100 yrs. (when the Brothers talk about o Ty Through thelr lawyers, the %st<€?ﬂﬂgﬂf‘5c — 2nd Assault
BopiI Tyona 8,12 380 e "eoncentration camps,” they an S § | %rotncrs have made motions to l;mm:lns ris. Contraban 37,
Leon MeDanald (Hodari) 15 18 yra, not foollng,., The only real L_ I;A_Jaf :ranﬁfer the trials awaybfrOT P g Possesion of Weapon
Otis McGaughy(Big 0) 18,34 58 yrs, change at Attica in the last the gll-whdite rural county of da i Contraband
Mariano Maldano (fugitive) 22,23 28 yrs. one and a half years has been Wyoming because of the level
BEee Nackel 11 100 Ste. the building of new gun towers, of prejudice agaifige Lhe
Robert Miles 10 143 yrs, assault tunnels, and the arming G Brothers. The most llkely loca-
John Mitchell (the Rock) 10 143 yrs. of the entire guard force with tions for trial are Buffalo
James Moore (Rahaam) 15,3 33 yrs. M-16 rifles,) Nixon and Rocke- and%EOCh?Sbwff deBploe Eée
Donald Noble(fugitive) 2,5 life x34 + 25 yrs feller and their allies have W T BEGEHSE A Sl I Ol DR P 20
William Ortiz(Toriano) 7,8,17,31 589 yrs. declared war on all poor and tasi force was snlfted to by toelp Resvs LTH Hew) Fati
Wilifan Dutlaw 95 22 yrs. non-white people in this country. the Attica work. bib%. There w}ll be heavy
Chuck Pernasilice(Charley Joe) 1 possible death They are frightened by the unity PR S, prejudice against Fhemhwbe:?‘
Mike Phillips 10 143 yrs. and determination of the Attica A= Wi f’ii”}?f : evgrktfey are tried, aga}nu@”
Alfred Plummer (NBA Red) 29 28 yrs. Brothers who dared to defy the nimeelr, and S e which bh?Y can OPlYJDiE)jﬂel*
Jose Quinones (Papo) 5,15 life %34 +18 yrs  System which was murderlng them who has @“;*n““”ﬁﬁ“:1“ Sullgarivytfndptﬁfunsui,§
Ruiz Quintana 10 143 yrs. by inches in Maximum Security, 'l”Z% 3 1§V0%ft3“2:b'_ and “umaniusvo; ttﬁ?rﬁcagbe.
Chris Reed & Tifa 234 Now the State must try to break 10 cOurty FiSCHELEELa el 1 As 1in so i p01¢1??a1q-?ials
Fodas 300 Ridhes 5,10 life x34 + 143 yrs their spirit and make an example ‘ = ip ?e;fnt—years, Ehffﬁvleﬂl
Alphonso Ross 7.8,30,32 589 yrs. of them to all of us. - chances d??end difeC;_J upon
: : < the support they receive from
Chris Santiago 13 29 yrs. : by the People
Bernard Shipman (Iron Mike) 5 life %34 y Nh%r? d;J] fheﬁeﬁfﬂiafgeﬁ =Ome e LSDPSE.
Frank Smith (Big Black) 5,15 life x34 + 18 yrs Irom? The Wyomlng County Grand
Wiliie Smith 27 32 yrs. Jury that handed down these
Wil1ia0 Seokan 10 143 yrs. indictments 1s one of the’noat
Bernard Stroble(Shango) L I life x34 + 18 yrs, blatantly stacked jurles -ln_}ﬁis‘
Raymond Sumpter(Fish) 8,9 432 yrs. tory, Its members all live S ATTICA IS ALL OF US{!
Eric Thompson (Jomo) VA 5] life x34 + 18 yrs Uhl€ p?Faj~ communliiles 1n and
Verdell Turner (Zuri) 7 251 yrs, around Attlca; 117?F are all
John Wallace 4,5 life x34 +25 yrs white, largeiqﬁ-elqezﬂg;--only‘
William Wesley (Shati) 14, 17 65 yrs. i ie unqep %ﬂirayﬁ_&nd NS
William Wilson (Xmielex) 21 22 yrs. imously biased against prison-
Richard Wright (Rico) 26 32 yrs. ers, When the jury was questioned
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Hunger

Suddenly!

1. 1 was a ghetto's kid
just one in a family
of 8, living in a
4 room apt. we called
it a penthouse - though
i was hungry.

2. 1 was a ghetto's kid
in the spring, no
clothes on easter, hitting
bodegas, getting caught
and cut loose - though
i was hungry.

3, 1 was a ghetto's kid FRom
in the summer, playing
in the street's pump, got
hit by a ecar twice,
but it was nothing, i got
well — though
i was hungry.

4. 1 was a ghatto's kid
in the autumn, no
welfare check, mama didn't

INSIDE

pay the bill, the landlord | I I
cut off the light and

the boiller broke

down - though

1 was hungry.

5. 1 was a ghetto's kid 6. but now i'm locked up,

in the winter, throwing and sometimes i wonder,
snowballs in someone's face, "am i a ghetto's kid?"
in a car, in a taxl, or must be, cause

in a bus, 1 got kicked, 1 am still hungry.
stabbed and shot - cause

1 was hungry.

The Massoacre

DUNBAR; "INCITED IT"

ROCKY: "ORDERED IT"

OSWALD: "INITIATED IT"

MANCUSI; "AGREED TO IT"

TUE TROOPERS: "COMMITTED IT"

CORRECTIONS OFFICERS: "HELPED COMMIT AND LOVED EVERY
MINUTE OF IT"

DRS. WILLIAMS AND STERNBERG: “HELPED KILL AND MAIM JUST
FOR THE HELL OF IT"

ANTINOWL TR}

THE GRAND JURY IS ABOUT TO COVER FOR IT
—~SAMAKT

We The People Who Are Poor

Listen, brothers and sisters, come closer if you please;

and listen to the message, that's coming from the breeze.

It tells of the oppressed people, and how we got this way;

and what we'll have to do, to see a brighter day.

The rich think -they own us, because they've used us as a tool;
but we who work the land, are wiser and not the fool.

They have often used the rope, to hang us from a tree;

now they use the courts, to hang us legally.

We now can understand, why they call Justice blind;

because if you saw her eyeballs, they are made of dollar signs.
Peace is not a pass-word, for the rich, the poor or the dumb;
and many of those who use it, won't live to see it come.
Politics made the ghettoes, to keep us in the cross;

while teaching us of Jesus Christ, to convince us he's the boss.
S0 lét us stand together, to fight, to win or to fall;

because what happens to one, happens to us all.

Honey can bring about unity, a unity that's instantly born;
But what will happen later, when all the money is gone?

Love brings about unity, a unity slow but sure;

so we'll struggle on to victory, to open freedom's door.

--Jusmeallah Allah
aka Wilbur Johnson

—-Dalou Asahi

Gas and bullets--all around
Bodies falling--still the ground
Young men dead--unjust cause
Trying to right--unright laws

Free like water--red blood flow
Mark the beast--at my door

One by one--yard to yard

Herded animals--without regard

Staring up--(yet) proud and bold

A vacant stare——through vacant holes
The Marksman's aim--swift and true
A faceless face--that never knew

Sounds like thunder——overhead
01d men angry--but unafraid
Long they've sought—a solution
Be a part-- of revolution

Whirly-bird calls--high above

"Help your enemy--give them love

Blessed are they—-humble and meek

For God's sake fellows--turn the other cheek"

A death-like silence—-befell the mass
Crawling on stomachs--sand and grass
"Stand up boy—-take off your clothes"
Apathetic quoth~-with resonant blows

"Don't you know--who's your lord and master?"
Maliecioue carcagm--from gadictie bastards
Bleeding bodies--torn and ripped

While law and order--seeks an ego trip

Long gray tunnels—-dingy halls
Side by side——guards the walls
Sticks and clubs—-taste thy flesh
Hands on head—-"run" a gauntlet

September wind--in windows swirl
Icy spirits-~from arctic worlds
Naked souls--naked skins

Black and white=-foe or friend

Darkness comes--in black disguise
To mourn the deeds--of genocide
Shadows fade--in early light

A loging bartrle--a winning fight

No more keys—-—no more locks
Free alas! the wooden box

Be it known--near and far

A closing door--won't atay ajar

Solemn words—-to make amends
Subterfuge==that sought revenge
Secret clans--met to vote

Bring the innocent--back to court

Standing yet—-o'er the graves
Tearful lovers--fatherless babes

A quiet place--a peaceful scene

To memorialize--September thirteenth

--W. L. Wilson
Xmielex Tourah Diya Tah




How Do do you plead?

Your Honor, with your permission I'd
like to have the record read that my
plea is emphatically Not Guilty!

I have been charged with the crimes
of kidnapping, unlawful imprisonment
and coercion.

Well, how can you charge me with such
crimes when my forefathers were the ones
who wars kidnapped from the shores of
Africa and brought here to make "cotton
king"?

Do I look like John Hawkins, JIr.? Do
I own a ship by the name of the "Good
Ship Jecous'?

From whanea did I bring my victims?

Ao te unlawiul imprisonment, did I
prevent thoco of African Bloeod to leave
Amerikkka when they realized that they
were on the Atlantic and Middle Passage
to be used as chartel gclaveg?

Am I one restricting others in those
infamous places known as slums and
ghettoes in your sociological textbooks?

Regarding coercion, did I coerce
anyone to become a Christian, as I and
my select few felt that the Africans
were beasts, savages, and uncivilized
beings whose only hope for salvation
was via Christianity?

Do I and my fellow indicted Brothers
conscript others to fight in a war
viewed by the majority of the world to
be illegal. unlawful and inhumane, and
if they den't wieh to go in, send them
to a federal penitentlary because they
refuse to submit such an act of wrong-
ness, sanctioned only because many peo-
ple are gpathatic or de not have the
proper orientation to know when they

are being deluded by Tricky Diek Niwon?

Do I esend diplomats and aildes to
various countries. in Asia, Africa,
Latin America and the Carribean with
the disguise of friendly gssigrance
but with the sole purpose of coercing
them because of my economic might?

y £ i A = ! e :
Have I set up any schools of moti-
vational research where I teach and
train others to dupe the masses to pur-
chase items in the grocery stores,
clothing stores, electrical appliances
stores, and cosmetic parlors that they
don't even need?

That, my man, is the epitome of psy-
chological coercion!

Am I the one who coerces indigent
clients to 'go along with the program"
which is the term of Plea Bargaining
when the evidence, if any, is so flimsy
that the judge shakes his head in amaze-
ment to see a policeman arrest some
citizen on such trumped-up charges?

Indubitably no! 1 am not of these
or the ones you've brought me in here
for.

Am I the one who should be held
guilty of juridical remissness?

Respectfully,

Herbert Scott X. Deane
aka Akil Al=-Jundi
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WHAT HAPPENED...continued from p.4

badly wounded prisoners were singled
out for special treatment. One hundred
alleged leaders were rounded up and
segregated in HBZ (the box) and most

of them have been there, or in other
maximum security institutions, ever
since. All the personal property of all
the priscners in the yard was destroved
or stolen, including glassees, false
teeth and hearing aids.

While this "orgy of brutality". in the
words of the Second Circuit Court, was
going on unchecked inside the walls of
Attlca. outside"Deputy Commisgioner
Walter Dunbar wae telling the prege and
the people of the world that the dead
hostages had had their throats slit by
prisoners and that one hostage had been
castrated - both of which he knew at

the time to be monstrous lies. The story
which was the firgt to hit the head-
lines, was specifically designed to make
the Attica Brothers look like animals,
and’ to shield those who ordered the mas-
sacre and those who actually killed

the hostages from the people's anger.
(The same story was also told to the
State Trocopers before they went in for
the attack).

At the same time Rockefeller was con-
gratulating Oswald on the "restraint"
of the attack and Nixon was congrat-
ulating Rockefeller on his handling of
the entire cituation.

What we are now seeing in these indict=
ments and the coming trials of the
Attica Brothers is the final desperate
attempt by the state to shileld those
State Officials whe are criminally res-
ponsible for the mass murders of Septem-—
ber 13 from being brought to justice;
an attempt to punish those politically
aware men who had the respect of the
prisoners in their struggle for basic
human rights, men whose solidarity and
determination makes them a continual
threat to the State; finally, an attempt
to discourage any further action by
prisoners to change their conditions,
and to bring the whole weight of public
opinion against their struggle.

Meanwhile, not one of the prisoners’
28 demands, agreed to by Oswald, has
been met. A few token gestures like
color T.V.s and the allotment of one
phone call a month mean nothing when
the state has shown what their real
idea of change is: four new gun towers
in the yards, extensive fire-arms
training courses for the guards, and
an issue of new M-16 rifles with a
firing speed of 800 rounds per minute,
presumably for use against prisoners.
The conditions that provoked the riot
still exist today, while the Brothers
who resisted face the state's retal-
iation.

The Brothers of Attica will not be
pacified with color T.V.s . In June,
1572, the entire prison went on strike
for four days against the firing of a
nurse who had made the mistake of
treating her patients like human beings.
The 28 demands were raised again. The
state has shown no interest in dealing
with the demands. They have shown ud
their true interest: to prosecute and
repress those people who have gained
the knowledge to truly understand
their oppression and who refuse to
submit to it any longer.

ALL POWER TO THE BROTHERS
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ATTICA GUARDS MAY STAND
TRIAL FOR BRUTALITY

The brutality demonstrated by state
and prison officials during and after
the retaking of Attica on September 13,
1971 was so flagrant that the Circuit
Court of Appeals ordered Judge Curtin
to 1ccue an iniunction asainst the pri*
son. This Injunction, entered in Decem-—
ber, 1971 ordered the prison to STon
subjecting prisoners to "physical abuse,
terture, beatings or other forms of bru-
tality, including verbal abuse and racial
slurs, from threatening such conduct or
from authorizing or permitting such con-
ducte."

The prison's utter contempt for
the courts, and any semblance of legal-
ity, had already been demonstrated how-
ever. A previous order of Curtin's, per-
mitting volunteer doctors and lawvers to
enter the prison, had been ignored, and
Curtin had backed down. The injunction
against brutalitv was similarly ignored
bv the prison, and vicious harassment
of the prisoners continued.

In January, pehruary and Marck Qf
lQ727 fiva saparato keatinss took Plagc
invalving the Brothere who were in ceg-~
regdtlon In HBZ and A block. Thegsa ftive
Drothers—IMilton Jones (Snowball), JIri
Newport (0.J.), Mariano Gonzalez(Dalou),
Tony Williamo and Odward Kowalczvk—
were among those who had been singled
out by the state for prosecution. Three

of these five Brothers have already been
indiectad.

At the time these beatings occurred,
lawyers for the Brothare tried to pet
Judge Curtin to hear these cases immed-
iately, But the court is not anxious
to enforee its own injunction against
the pviaon——egpecially if it would sub-
icet the court to charpee of "interfor-
ence with the business of running pri-
sons.'" After two months of procedural
delays, Curtin finally directed the U.3.
attornev to hold"preliminarv hearingg"
before a magistrate, who must recommend
whether criminal contempt nroceedings
should be held against any of the guards
involved. The appointment of the U.S.
attorney means that one agency of the
state is expected to prosecute another
agencv, while the Brothers who are suf-
fering the beatings are left out in the
cold. It should also be pointed out
that, for the courts, the problem is
not the beatings themselves, but only
the question of whether the beatings
represent the violation of a federal
court order.

The hearings are being held in
the federal court in Buffalo, -and be-
gan December I8, 1972--the same day
that arraignments of the Brothers
bezan out at Warsaw. In the first case,
ten Brothers testified that they saw or
heard Snowball (Brother Milton Jones)
being kicked, punched and abused in
the corridor of HBZ. The Brother was
attacked for resisting a pat frisk pri-
or to going into the "yard" ( a tiger
cage on the third floor of HBZ ) to ex-
ercise. This is just one example of the
degradations to which the Brothers are
subjected.

involving Dalou's beating.

In the second case, 0.J. ( Bro-
ther Jiri Newport ) was attacked by a
guard in an elevator while he was re-
turning to his cell after being inter-—
viewed by the McKay Commission. Several
Rrothere testified that he had left his
cell unhurt and returned with sevare
head Injuries.

In the third and moct yecent cage
to be heard, Dalou (Brother Mariano
Gonzalez) was returning from secing
his lawyer when his legal papers were
geized and he was set upon by by seven
to ten guards and badly beaten. This
took place at several different loca-
tions in the prison and was witnessed
by as many as thirty Brothers. "More
than seven guards were on top of him
and kicking him and calling him a
dirty Puerto Rican", one Brother tes-
tified.

The hearings so far have been
conducted in a very racist and con-
de'scending wav, especially by Stenger,
the lawver for the prison. A very
highly paid lawver, Stenger has played
on the Brothers' level of education
and, in some cases, their lack of
knowledge of English. His defense so
far has been either that the Brothers
and their lawyers and legal assis-
tants made the whole thing up, or
that the beatings were justified!

AN Tt e e R

Barbara Handschu, who has been
working with the Brothers as an
attorney, was called as a witness

to testify on the contempt case
Barbara

stated that she was more than

willing to tell all of her

observations of Dalou's physical
condition which she saw a few

hours after he was beaten.

On cross-examination, it became
clear (after Barbara spent four

or more hours being subjected to
questioning) that the state's
lawyer (Stenger) was attempting to
place Barbara on trial. He was
not interested in asking her about

what she had observed of the
physical condition of Dalou after
he was beaten. Instead, Stenger
was asking, and attempting to

prove, such ridiculous propositions
as the one that Barbara, and other
attorneys, had told the Brothere

to cause confrontations and thereby
to get the guarde into court.

As an initial response to almost
every question that Stenger asked,
Barbara took the lawyer-client
privilege. About half of the time
Barbara was directed to answer

the questions. When directed, she
did answer. There was one series

of questions aimed at the affidavits
of the witnesses submitted in
support of what happened to Dalou.
Barbara announced that,under advice
of her attorney (Paul Birzon- who also
is representing James 33X Richey),
she would only answer questions
asked about her own affidavit or

the affidavit of her elient (Dalou).
Barbara then took the Fifth
amendment as to all questions asked
about any othcr affidavit. Stenger
was net allowed to ask about each
ot the twelve other affidavits,

and he made it elear that he
intended to recall Barbara at a
later rLlme Lo ask of the other
affidavits.

Stenger has been out to get Darbara
for a long time - it is obvious that
both her presence at the prisons,
her assistanee of the Brothers and
other prisoners all over the state,
nhas become a real thorn in his side.
Barbara has stood up in the defense
of the Brothers and other prisoners
and Stenger does not approve of this.
What Stenger and the courts (or

the Bar Association) will do as a
result of Barbara's invoking the
Fifth Amendment privilege remains

to be seen. It is possible that

we all will have to start the
support of the first "Attica

SiEster?:
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This may be the first time in the
prison struggle that an injunction was
issued and hearings held to determine
if prison officials should be held io
contempt. Beatings are a daily occur-
rence in prisons. Brothers are still
being brutalized for affirming their
humanity in the face of the degrada-
tions and humiliations that are part
of their daily life in prisons. While
it is unlikely that the court will
issue contempt citations against the
prison, these proceedings expose the
brutal conditions in which the Bro-
thers live. The hearings represent
one way of resisting these conditicns,
and they serve perhaps to prevent fur-
ther beatinegs.

Evervone in the Buffalo area is
urged to attend these hearings. We
must show the prison authorities that
the people aré watching them, and show

the Brothers (many of whom have already

been indicted ) that we are with them.
The hearings continue. Call the A.D.C.
of Buffalo for information on dates.

YL
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FROM THE MOTHER OF
STEPHEN MERKEL

Why no arrests, nothing being done
with those the public KNOWS is guilty
and those not guilty are still pulled
into the fires of hell to face charges
thev know and so do the ones pulling
them know, thev are not guilty of?
They KNOW who is guilty. So why this
farce? Why go on and on with this
thing--spend countless dollars for
defending NOT CUILTY persons? What
kind of law of so-called justice is
this??

Why does not Johnny Public demand
the guilty ones get out front? There
are reports, films and real proof to
show who is and which are not the right
ones. How can one sleep well, live and
be, if they just let the not guilty men
go into this thing and take the blame
for those that thev know to be guilty?
Why need they make ceapegoats out of
these overpunished men? They have been

in the Box, the hole, cince it happened;

their health is impaired and there is
bad treatment and thev do get hit and
beat and gassed by the ones that are
rcally guilty of what the public is
allowing to be put on these defencelece
ones locked in--in chains worse than
anv wild vieious anima .o ks

X very ones that are guilty.
that is sure something for America
to boast about.

a "B po

Bov .,

Shati, Jomoc, Babu, Duke and Papo rap with supporters at the
Wyvoming County courthouse from a window above the gathered
crowd; the window was later boarded up to cut off communication.

Go take care of the underdogs in
other countries but let our own get by
as best or worst they can. That's some-
thing to be proud of.

The people allowed Jesus to go to
His death, to be unjustly accused. Now
again the public is about to put the
death onto many men they do know are
not deserving it.

The guilty ones will not step up and
confess, but if YOU the public get into
action, do vour thing, and demand the
right ones get out front, it can hap-
pen., Even if you do not care, if there
is no one in there that you give a
tinker's dam about, even so it's HUMANE
to demand the guilty get the ax, not
the innocent. I think the public could
get justice if it would. If it has
feelings and a sense of fair play, it
will,

Not only free the ones now being
accused, but put the ones that belong
in the driver's seat to hell. These
men have been unduly punished already
for things they did not do. Yes, they

did something to be IN--that is granted;
i rhoa

Is there one amongst you that is
without sin? Then YOU cast the first
stone. No one of the Johnny Public is
perfect. Some have done worse than
these men--oh, yes——are doing and will
do. Some will never be caught, not here
on earth, not to be put in as these
men are. Some will, of course, but not
all. Nothing is forever. And this too
must end. But how is it to end? Will
the guilty ones come into the limelight?
Will the public demand they pay for
the crimes and for putting their blame
onto others and to top it off with the
whipped cream topping, they are beating,
gassing, hurting those that are taking
their blame for them!

This is a test as to how justice-
minded you the public is. Go see the
proof positive; go see the films--actu-
al pictures taken while it was happen-
ing--see it, then say these are the
ones guilty.

Do your thgms. Do it in the right
way. Use vour influence to do right
to make a big sin come to where it
belongs. Please. And Thank You.

‘hev did ame W o __bat i
not murder anyone ar -thoe- ALLLeAEElLOE

and that's what thev are being punished
for. Not what they did.

—
——Doris. Assaierkel
b el R 11

FROM

FAMILY AND FRIENDS

(The followino poen is from the family
of one of the Brothers after seeing

him In court.)

A MI Querido --- 0Un being shackled

1 sit and watch - helplessly

where is our power?

How can it be that

- they chain and shackle vou

while they are the ones -

the murderers -

the ones who shot on the 13th

the ones who

should wear the chains and shackles.

Haven't thev dehumanized you enough?
Now they bring vou
into the inhuman court

loolki ng inhuman

But remember, querido,

the chains/shackles

that thev wear

are invisible. . .

~their chains are what
makes them so inhumane

—~their shackles let them
call you a murderer

| (when they are the real murderers).

These times are but an obstacle
for our power

for our people's power

to overconme

Somedav we shall place the

chains and shackles on the murderers
-or, better sti IS

give them the same that they

gave out on Bloody Monday (9/13/71)

But for now, we'll learn
to live with the chains/shackles
and remember, querido,
when they hurt your arms/legs
they pain our arms/legs
-they pain the arms/legs
of our sisters/brothers
Our power will remove them
. . a long struggle, ves

But one in which we will be victorious

Venceremos,
Tu querida

People gathering outside the
courthouse in the freezing
cold to show their support.

What the law is trying
to do to them, its a
shame, and that is why
a lot of people are
vorking out here to
help free them from
what happened September
13, 1971...1 wonder if
thev're going to indict
Rockefeller for sending
those troopers in there
to shoot anyone in
sight, guards and all,
like dogs. Now that's
where the blame's at.
My brother and all the
rest of the men wants
to be treated like men,
not dogs.

--Sister of one of the
indicted Brothers
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