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UPU HISTORY, PRACTICE, QBJECfIVES 

The U.P.U. grew out of a movement in the 
early 1970's which recognized that real changes 
had to be made within the inhumane prison 
system. The original work U.P.U. undertook was 
to organize prisoners and ex-prisoners into 
labor unions that could make demands such as 
a minimum wage scale, workmen's compensation, 
safer working conditions, better medical care 
etc. 

, 

Initially, U.P.U.'s focus was in securing 
reforms as a means of bringing about change in­
side the prison system. We recognized that 
prisoners represent one of the most exploited 
parts of the working class as we recognized the 
need and importance of building convict organi­
zation. From the beginning, as a part of this 
organizing , process, we realized the necessity 
of study, of self-education, and of extending 
this education to those inside and out. We had 
to learn about the economic and political role 
of the prison system in this society--who fills 
the prisons and why. 

Through the process of struggle within the 
prison movement we have improved our theory along 
with our practice. This has helped us to grow 
and develop politically. We realize now that 
reforms in themselves are neither a goal nor 
a solution but rather a tool to use in bringing 
about the change necessary to end the cause 
for prison itself. 

Because U.P.U. realizes the importance of not 
allowing our brothers and sisters locked down 
to be isolated, our two main services are tran­
sportation and correspondence: we provide rides 
for those who would not otherwi se be able to 
visit family and friends; the correspondence 
program deals with opening direct lines of com­
munication by finding people outside the prison 
walls to srite and/or visit prisoners inside. 

U.P.U. receives a large quantity of mail re­
questing legal assistance and other services 
which we answer and if unable to assist directly 
we will find out who can. We also provide out­
side support and propaganda for prison struggles 
inside (such as the CIW boycott, the North 
Carolina women's prison struggle etc.) as well 
as helping form defense committees for people 
being persecuted by the so-called justice system. 
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As a continuing part of our education program 
we pu~lish our newspaper, The Anvil, and we do 
speak1ng engagements throughout the state. 
Additionally, we are active in political struggles 
within the community. 

U.P.U. understands that under capitalism, 
prison~ are one of the principal tools of op­
pression/repression used by the ruling class 
to further exploit and control poor and wor:~ng 
class people, especially national minorities. 
P~isqn$ are a necessary part of the bludgeoning 
state apparatus needed to maintain the pre­
carious economic balance. This is why every 
prisoner is a political prisoner. We recognize 
that prison represents only one symptom of 
capitalism and as such the prison struggle is an 
integral part of the total struggle to eliminate 
the disease of capitalism itself. Therefore, as 
a part of our practicsl activities, our immediate 
objective is to link up and to connect the 
prison struggle with other popular and progressive 
working class struggles.- This is in order that 
these combined may be united as a single organiz­
ed force to destroy capitalism and replace it 
with a social~s,_ society. This is our primary 
objective. We further believe that this task 
will be accomplished by an organized and unified 
workin~class using all the tools of class 
struggle. Wbile we criticize individual ten­
dencies toward western adverturism, history has 
shown that one of these tools will be armed 
struggle. Formation of underground movements is 
a vital step in revolutfonaryprocess. U.P.U. 
has always given above ground support and com­
radely critici sm to the underground and will 
continue to do so. 

U.P.U. is a non-profit organization. We are 
solely funded by the_popular support of the 
people through their donations. We also have 
a monthly film series in which we show political­
ly educational films to raise funds. 

For additional information please give us a 
call, write us, or drop by the office--we will 
be glad to help in whatever way possible. We 
need both your support and criticism to move our 
struggle forward and eventually remove all the 
chains that bind our brothers and sisters. 

U.P.U. staff and other comrades 



S.L.A. STATEMENT 

January 1976 

Viewed by an isolated and frightened 
government as a threat for having committed 
the political atrocity of surfacing the poor 
and hungry in America and surfacing the fact 
that they could be fed by the rich and ~owerful, 
we, like others before us who have attempted to 
expose the true nature of this country. have 
been subjected to a vicious propaganda campaign 
designed to discredit us with most Americans 
and sever U8 from the growing revolutionary 
support base. 

Regardless of the shortcomings and errors 
of the SLA, the food giveaway program showed 
many thousands of people throughout this country 
and the world that the SLA I 8 coumitment was In 
the interest of the people and further confirmed 
what has already been shown through out the 
history of people's resistance -- that a 
determined guerilla front can creatively relate 
to our needs. The failure of the FBI to capture 
us for over a year and a half not only exposed 
them as a domestic paper tiger, but revealed the 
extent and depth of our support in the community 
and the threat to the government posed by this 
growing base. 

It is for these reasons that the government, 
violating its own laws and rules, intentionally 
leaked false and misleading information linki03 
us with numerous murders, bombings, robberies and 
conspiracies; all of which supposedly happened 
while we were dodging history's largest posse. 
And, of course, they have no facts to prove their 
allegations, nor have we been charged or indicted 
for any of them. The FBI has also systematically 
leaked incorrect and misleading information to 
the mass media regarding so-called evidence 
found in two "suspected SLA safe-houses". Much 
of this "evidencetl has never existed and will 
never appear in court. The District Attorney's 
office in Los Angeles, the FBI and the Los 
Angeles Police Department have consistently 
tried our case in the media. In fact, the 
majority of the prosecution's case has been 
detailed on at least two occasions over a 
period of a year and a half in the Los Angeles 
news media. 

The same tactic was used against Russ 
Little and Joe Remdro in their trial in 
Sacramento. The government's case was so weak 
that an up-tight jury, composed predominantly 
of government employees deliberated for over 11 
days before reaching a verdict. 

These innocent brothers were found guilty 
as a result of the hysteria generated by the 
ma'ss media whicb was used by the prosecution to 
cover up the fact that their was no evidence 
linking them to the Foster assassination. 

For ~hose people who have been mis-led 
and taken in by this campaign, we feel 
compelled to point out these facts: 

1. We are not the New World Liberation 
Front or any other underground group. When 
this charge was made shortly after our capture 
we could only smile to ourselves knowing that 
comrades-in-arms in the underground would 
prove the absurdity of this fantasy by their 
actions. We were proven correct. Since our 
incarceration their actions continue unabated 
on an even more righteous level than before. 
We send our most heart-felt love and support 
to the revolutionary underground. 

2. We did not kill Popeye Jackson and 
Sally Voye. Pop eye was a friend of ours and in 
fact the SLA publicly criticized these murders 
as counter-revolutionary. 

3. We did not murder a woman bank 
employee in Sacramento. Circumstantial evidence 
placing us in the Sacramento area a few months 
before this incident has been used to imply 
that we are responsible for all of that ar~a's 
unsolved crimes. The FBI has even gone so far 
as to contend that Bill Barris, himself, 
committed this murder, an allegation which they 
have not backed up with evidence or formal 
charges, and which is, in fact, totally 
unfounded, There was no "unsent coumunique" 
taking responsibility for this crime, as was 
alleged by the FBI through the news media. 

4. We were not responsible for the 
assassination of the Lormer chief of police 
of Union City, California, nor were we 
responsible for the execution of the LAPD under 
cover agent, Edwards, as has frequently been 
alleged in the various local and national 
news media. These allegations from police 
agencies were originally given front page 
coverage in newspapers and played over radio 
and television. When these ridiculous charges 
were eventually proven false, this information 
was either hidden away on the back pages or 
not dealt with at all. 

5. We have never put out a Udeath 
warrant" on a person named HaaUk el-Ka~lik. 
In fact, we had never even heard of the person 
until we read in the newspaper that the FBI 
had found an "unsent communique" by the "SLA" 
demanding his execution. The unsent communique 
trick seems to be a favorite of the FBI. The 
fact is that a poor quality, xeroxed copy of 
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S.Q.VIOLENCE CONTINUES 

On Tuesday February 10, Michael Shane 
Culle, a prisoner at San Quentin was stabbed in 
the exercHe yard. Michael, knovn to be poUUca.l­
ly progressive is an active .aaber of the U.P.U. 
Michael has often been a plaintive in cl&ea &c­
tion Butts against the S.Q. adaln1stration and 
benefl ting all prisoners. He has work8d to 8du­
eate people both inside and out about priSOM 
and especially the need for .ultl-raoi&l unity 
a80ng prironers to bring thea together to coabat 

. these Institutions of oppresslon/repression. Be­
cause of his outspokenness he is hated by the 
prison adain1stration, 

Shortly before he was attack8d, Michael vas 
a.,ng com-ades In a racially integrated tier in 
San Q.uentin I s North Block. The ada1n1stration 
then knowingly transferred hi_ to a aection ot 
the prison vhere they were able to exploit the 
racial and cultural contradictions existing allOng 
prlsonere. They knew that Michael would be &lIOng 
prisoners hostile to his .ulti-racial and pro­
gresslve poll tical viewa. As a direct result of 
the adaln1stration's action, Mlchael was attacked 
and st.a.bbed on his first d&y In the exercise yard 
while waiting to go before the board. J151chael, 
bleeding fro. six deep knife vounds and .ultlple 
ainor vounds vaa taken to Marin General Hospital 
In severe critical con:lltiotl. Dac.t.ora reJlOved 
hle spleen and perfor.ed emergency surgery for 
vounds of the heart, luns, etoaach, Intestines, 
aad liver. 

In .pite of efforts, both .edleal and legal 
not to have Michael aoved, one week later he vas 
transferred fro. the intenaive care unit at Marin 
general to the S.~. ho_pital. Rle conditlon then 
vas stabl. but still crltical. Beca.use of the 
severeneea of his c ~nd1tlon and other coapllea­
t~ons including diabetes and diet restriotiona, 
there i. an laperatlve need for Michael to have 
the best aedieal care. If Michael is to survl ve 
he IlUst be released to an aocredited hoSpital 
vhere he will receive this care and be safe fro. 
further attack. 

a publicly distributed, fake "communique" 
supposedly issued jointly by the People's 
Forces and the SLA was found among other papers 
in the house where Patricia Hearst and Wendy 
Yoshimura were arrested. This information, 
found in t~ inventory of items taken from that 
house, is a matter of public record. It had to 
be obvious to the FBI that this was both a copy 
and a fake. We can only assume that disclosure 
of this document's presence 1n that house was 
intended to confuse the public and malign the 
SLA. .. • 

6. We would also like the FBI to explain 
why they said they found "40 pounds of explo­
sives t bombs, machine guns and hand srenades" 
at the Precita Avenue house in San Francisco. 
They know perfectly well that these things do 
not exist and that by telling such lies to the 
news media they would become sensational head­
lines. This imaginary evidence will not surface 
in any trial. 

7. There has never been an SLA army of 
200 in the California prisons and there is no 
SLA death-list composed of some 130 names o~ 
prisoners. This is pure counter-intelligence 
propaganda originating from C~ conspiracy 
patsys, Freed, Headly and Rhodes, with the 
obvious intention of setting the 4 of us up for 
attack and/or execution in the prisons. These 
are the same fools that hype the line that SLA 
is a CIA plot hoping to implant mistrust in 
people's minds and fear that all successful 
revolutionary activity originated from the CIA. 

The objective of these tricks has been 
two-fold. The first motive is political and 
entails the tactics of divide-and-conquer. By 
branding us as criminals or as CIA operatives, 
police agencies hope to isolate us and other 
revolutionaries from the larger mass of 
struggling people; and therefore, erode or 
prevent the building of mass support for revo­
lutionary change. 

The second motive entails the further 
subversion of an already unequal judicial 
process. By polluting the atmosphere of our 
trial with these fantastic tales of criminal 
behaviour, the government and police agencies 
hope to prejudice the minds and attitudes of 
our jurors and by doing 80 insure our conviction. 

It is not our intention to have these 
contradictions viewed in a vaccuum. We are hard­
ly the only victims of state-sanctioned, 
police agency subterfuge. And we are but two 
among millions of poor people who have been at 
the mercy of the American system of criminal 
injustice, our destinies controlled by the whim 
and caprice of the state. It is our hope in 
fiUng thts civil suit and in sharing our experien­
ces with others that we will bring some relief 
to us all by continuing the process of uncoverins 
illegal and repressive police activity and further 
identifying the real enemies of freedoa and 
liberty. 

Fro. Bill and E!Ilily ~arr1a 

Michael baa & release dAte in Sept._ber. 
Ths eta, he vaa h1 t he wa.. to go before the board 
to receive credit far 120 daye county tl.e spent 
avaiting trial. Mlchael has .. job outside, a 
hOH and any people that love and support hla. 
Only by being outside .an he get the health care 
and security he needs to survive. Hundreda of 
people have written letters am telegrau urgi fl8' 
Michael's release to Mr. Procunier, Chair_n of 
the Adult Authority and. to Covernor Brovn. 1Ir. 
Procunier responding u.y1ng all actions taken in 
this case "wl11 be in the best intereat of Mr. 
Gulle." He saye that Michael'a condition is 
too severe for hi. to be released. But 1 t wu 
not too aerious to .ave hia once and Michael 
will have .nch better chanoee outsld •• 

This was certainly no an lsolated inoidentl 
MAny .or* brotbers and sisters are vieti.. of 
paUtically ItOtivated. eet-ups. There is a con-­
scious policy on the ~ of the ada1n1atration 
to neutrali~e progressive prisoners. A w.ek 
after the .urder of George Jackson, Warden Nel­
aon said In polnt 4 of hia .neral pollcy, "Cor­
rectional instisutions are expected to correct 
faulty .ental attItudes. It therefore 'follows 
taht we .uet uke an effort to suppress and 
correct revolutionary actlon aDd attitudes. All 
our reaou.rces shall be directed toward that eM.· 

C&pitaU •• lOI&intaina it. rule by dividiOS the 
people agaiost each other. SaIl privilege. are 
glven to soae a.c,lona ot the working clase, bu,-
1118 the. orf and therefore enoour&61ng fear and 
distrust a.ong the people. Baal.. is the ... jgr 
exaaple of th1 •• 

This tactic i_ .specially alMr 1n pri.ona. 
Raoi .. aM hatm are institutionaUsed by the 
eyste.. Learning about our cultural identity 
and history ie dlsooumged. The syatea of 
privilege fro. truetee down to the hole ie used 
to try to set prieone:. to eell out their 
brotherslslstere. Soa. privileged convicta 
work in collusion vith the adaln1etration and 
do it. dirty work. 

Multi-racial unity i. tho vrtoary throat 
to the prison set-up and It is necesaary for ua 
to build this unLty if Me are to end our op­
pression. In order to fully be able to deCem. 
ouraelves w. wet educate ourselvee. We .. at 
understand the strength of unity and how, when 
divide4 we allow oureelvee to be ueed. We 
wat leola t.. the raciste. We JUet 'beco_ 
conscloua aa a cia.. of who we are and who our 
eneay is -- then . no valle will contain our 
righteous anger. 

UPU Staff 

~ '" " 

I AN OPEN LETTER REGARDING POPEY! JACKSON I 
There has been a lot of controversy within 

the movement about Popey. Jackson since his 
death. Many people on the left have said • 
great deal of good things about Popeye While on 
the other ~nd some others have said a few bad 

I things about him -- the sood things are far too 
numerous to say here; some of the bad thiDKs 
said involved IIcriticism" accusing Popeye of 
being a "snitch" and "police agent", etc. 

The purpose o£ this letter is neither to 
praise Pop eye nor condemn him, but tather to aak 
a few questions concerning Popeye's critics -­
and these questions must be answered correctly 
if we are to resolve the controversy surround­
ing Popeye. 

We are all, unfortuna}ely, sware of the 
stock-in-trade tactics used by the enemy against 
us in the struggle -- rumors, distortions and 
lies are among the most easily used methods of 
causing paranoia jnd division amongst our ranks. 
The most common play of this type is for the 
pigs to start a false rumor accusing someone 
of being a snitch or police agent, the more re­
spected and popular the person is, the more 

. vicious the lies used to discredit and slander 
the individual (or group). 

The rumors about Pop eye have accused him of 
"this, that and the other" but as yet no one has 
been able to offer anything concrete tasUi):' 
stantiate these rumors. Some underground people 
have been especially critical of Pop eye __ 
accusing him of having been a snitch. However, 
while it is easy to accuse eomeone of being a 
snitch (especially if that someone is dead and 
unable to defend themselves against the accusa­
tion!) it should also be proven at the same time 
before any credence to the accusation is aiven ­
or action taken concerUing this person. While 
we have a couple of communiques (from which 
their true sources are in question) accusing 
Pop eye of being a snitch there has 'been no proof 
-- nothing concrete -- in the way of ob1ective ' 
evidence to support the validity of these 
accusationsl Trashing someone with unproven 
accusations and slanderous innuendos is not 
the way to correctly deal with this issue but 
rather we should have objective facts and con­
crete evidence as a necessary basis to support 
any critiCism, especially one as Important as 
calling someone a snitch. 



Because Pop eye was an old friend who we re­
spected as a comrade and revolutionary it 1 
hard not to be somewhat prejudiced how" • , ever. re-
gardless of any personal feelings involved we 
would be the f frst to expose Popeye or anyone 
else as a snitch if in fact that 1s the t h 
(W i h rut • 

e aa ' pr soners ate and dlspise snitches as 
much, if not more, than anyone else __ we have 
seen and experienced the terrible damage snitches 
can cause!) And the best (only) way for us to 
discover the truth about Pop eye Is not b~ re­
peating rumors or unproven accusations but 
instead by scientific investigation In order to 
arrive a~ concrete answers to the ~estlons. 
This 18n t to say that we should not be critical 
of any shortcomings Pop eye had, but only that 
all criticisms should" have an objective basis 
in fact to support each specific issue of critl­
cism-- to criticize someone or something without 
concrete evidence to substantiate the critiCism 
being given is non-dialectical and leads to sub­
jective errors rather than the truthl 

Our position is that until somethino 
. .-e Concrete 

is offered as a necessary means to support an 
accusation against Popeye, then we must assume 
his innocance. We also feel that any communique 
which makes...!.!!I... accusation or statement against 
Popeye (or anyone else) should be supported by 
concrete evidence -- anything less is only 
trashing Pop eye and causes to divide the move­
ment of the unity necessary for us to overcome 
the struggle asainst our enemy (capitalism and 
its laokeyo) I 

By way of closing this letter we will .imply 
say ~ Pop eye was a sni tch we should expose hiJD 
as such, however, unless we have some real evi­
dence to prove htm,one, .nen we shoul~in 
silent . 

Five (5) ?risoners 
San Quentin State Prison 
15 Sept, 1975 

FROM A LeA TRAZ 

TO MARION 
In June, 1962, the United States Bureau of 

Prisons closed the most repressive prison Amer­
ica had ' ever known. Locat"ed on an island near 
San Francisco, 8urrounded by the Pacific Ocean, 
Alcatraz was truly liThe Rock." 

But even before the doors of A1cat~z were 
closed, the Bureau was making plans to build a 
still more repressive maximum security prison. 
Opened in 1963. three hundred miles south of 
Chicago in rural IllinOis, the U.S. Penitentiary 
located at Marion became the new Alcatraz. 

The Bureau... put fifteen years of planning into 
!t the creation of Marion. Just before Alcatraz 

was closed down, James V. Bennett, then director 
of the Bureau, called together the wardens from 
the federal prison system to discuss new methods 
of dealing with prisoners •• A series of seminars 
was conducted to establish more "progressivelt 

trends of penology; for prisoner discontent was 
pervading the prison system, and resistance 
toward prison officials and prison "programs" 
was becoming wide spread. Black, Third World 
and poor white prisoners were starting to under­
stand that they were victims of an economic cris!s 
taking place in this country and that their t.­
prisonments were, in many cases, an inevitable 
outgrowth of their class backgrounds. Interre­
lating their class backgrounds and their impriso.­
ments, progressive prisoners acquired a consciou.­
ness to resist the arbitrary and unchecked power 
of their keepers • . 

At one of these Washington, D.C. seminars, 
psychologists supplied prison officials with an 
alternative to physically brutalizing "problea" 
members of their captive communities. They out­
lined brainwashing methods allegedly employed by 
North Koreans and Chinese Communists during the 
Korean War, and encouraged the use of such tech­
niques on prisoners in the federal prison system~ 

Between 1962 and 1971, many attempts were mad. 
to set up these brainwashing methods in federal 
prisons. Becau8e the Bureau liad the authority to 
transfer prisoners arbitrarily to any federal 
prison on the country, they didn't care where 
their programs were set up. Even one program, 
i£ it were uncontested by prisoners, lawyers, 
and the public, would be sufficient for their 
needs. 

One of the Bureau's more successful programs 
was implemented inside Marion. There, hidden 
from public view since its inception, a long-
term Control Unit was established under the gulse 
nf a IIbehavior modification" program. Originally 
set up in July 1972, to punish 102 prisoners who 
had participated in a peaceful work stoppage, the 
Control Unit has become a permanent part of the 
prison, holding almost exclusively those prisonets 
who have resisted the Bureau's practice of deny­
ing basic first amendment rights to freedom of 
expression and religion - rights still supposedli 
retained by imprisoned persons. The Control Uni 
alao holds state prisoners who have been con­
tracted. to the f$deral prieon systea, and 80lle 

U.S. colonie. have been known to send their pri­
Sonera to Marion. 

In future lssu •• of the Anvil, we vi1l report on 
SOae of thea. new behavior aodlf1ca.tion tectm1.ques. 
Th.r. wlll be an article 1n the next 1ssue about 
.ibe use of prolixin. 

WOlllen Strike 

~t N.C. Prison 

On June 15 through 20. 1975, the inmates at 
North Carolina Correctional Center for Women 
staged a peace"ful sit-in protest against the 
harsh and extremely unsafe working condition$ in 
the laundry. inadequate medical care, the prac­
tically non-existant rehabilitation program, the 
inadequate and racist counselors, and being sub­
jected to the guards' "anytime-we-want-to ass­
kicking". 450 male guards were called in from 
eeotral Prison. the male cor~ectional center in 
Raleigh, as well as 150 Highway Patrolman, 50 
city police, and an undetermined amount of Nat­
ional Gua~dsmen on standby. 

'~le guards equipped with heavy riot gear, 
mace, billy clubs. helmets, and tear gas came 
in to break up our peaceful sit-in protest. 
These pigs started beating the sistahs and 
of course the sistahs fought back with any 
weapon available--bricks, mops, blocks, 
chairs, etc." -- Marjorie Marsh, NCCCW inmate 
In an effort to silence the women and to break 

the bond of unity which existed, 34 inmates were 
transferred to Morgantown. N.C., to Western Cor­
rectional Center, an all-male facility. On 
August 8, Sept 19, and Sept. 26 after 49 days in 
the male detention camp the women were handcuffed 
together and moved back to their origi'nal "home" 
The prison had not gone through any constructive 
changes and had intensified its Reversive Behav­
ior Modification program. 

"I will be going to the hole for a chumped up 
charge. I was talking to a 16 ~ea~ old sistah 

on 500 milligrams of thorazine (behavior modifi­
cation drug)--trying to educate her, give her 
some relief and of course the pigs didn't dig 
that" 

Since our comrades' return to NCCCW, they have 
been constantly threatened and harassed.by guards 
and officials. 

"Alice Wise was threatened at knitepoint by 
Captain Barbour while she was in isolation, be­
fore going to the hole on 9/29/75. After stay­
ing in isolation for a day or two she was placed 
in the hole with the other two (Ann Willett and 
Shirley Herth). Captain Barbour stuck his knife 
in her bed, pulled out a plug of foam and sai. 
before we take over his camp again we will all 
remain on lock-up as long as he was here." 

On December 4, 27 sisters filed a class action 
suit for redress from brutality in the Federal 
Court, asking for $25 million damages. The first 
hearing ~as scheduled for December 29, but was 
held over for continuance until .January 17, 1976. 
Changes in court dates are a common tactic used 
to confuse efforts to organize. 

"On January 17th the courtroom was packed and 
the picket line strong. Our attorneys did a 
beautiful/strong attack and the defense was 
plenty shaky. Since we (the inmates filing the 
suit) could not go, we fasted on 1/16 for our­
selves and fasted on 1/17 for the rs1ly in N.Y. 
in Solidarity with the MPLA comrades." Pi. Marsh 

'~e have no fear of these racist goons. for 
our faith is in the power and support of the 
?eople. Although a suit has been filed, we look 
not to the courts for relief from this slow death 
but to the people. Only through your active par­
ticipation and support ~ll victory be achieved. 
Stand with us my people for united we make a 
might fist, that no power, however great, can 
crush. All power to the people. II M. Marsh. 

Letters of support should be sent to: 

The Honorable Judge Dupree 
U.S. District Court 
Eastern District of North Carolina 
Raleigh, N.C. 

The Honorable James Holshouver, Governor 
Governor's Office 
Raleigh, N.C. 

Copies of letters, and donations, should be 
sent to: Action for Forgotten Women 

c/o Brook E. Whiting 
7601 Sedgefield St. Apt. E 
Durham, N.C. 27705 

• • • 

HELLO AMERJKKKA 

Hello Amerikkka. 

What's going down? Nothing hey? Like, it's all 
going up. Taxes up, cost of living UP. and 
pain up. Yeah Amerikk.ka, something is going 
down. But you are blind, and fail to see. More 
death, more crime, more discrimination, more 
deceit. ~ore murder. more enslavement, and 
countless more--mores of this and that. Oh you 
ptitful Kountry of Amerikkka. When will you 
learn???? Will you ever learn??? 

I have heard many people say--"Amerikkka-home 
of the free and the brave". How can this state­
ment even be spoken? Amerikkka may contain brave 
peoples, but very few could I even begin to 
classify as free, except maybe the rockefellars. 
the late onnasis. jackie kennedy. the duponts--­
then I say they are truly not free. for they 
chain themselves to greed, ignorance, discrimi­
nation, their own private luxuries, hindering 
them from living like people, they live as they 
are kings and queens, so they too are enslaved 
by their own doinss, and ignorance. 

When I first came to visit North Karolina, I 
notic.ed the license tags on the cars--"First in 
Freedom"--Amerikkka, how could you let one of 
your states deceive people so??? You are guilty 
of letting your state deceive, lie, print fic­
tional quotes as mottos--you are guilty "of so 
much. "First in Freedom"--has 88 persons on 
llieath row, out of 149 in the entire U.S.--nPirst 
in Freedom--has prisons open to young men of only 
fourteen years of age, young women sixteen years 
of age. "First in Freedom"--needs to be changed 
--maybe to "Last 1n Freedom/Life would suit the 
state better. 

Amerikkka, do you know your death is in the 
making?? Your entire destruction?? You can't 
possibly continue like this. 

Some of your people Amerikkka, spend thousands 
and even millions of dollars "$" on furs, pretty 
diamonds, clothes--some of your people. Amerikka 
run barefooted in the wintertime, have no 
clothes-on. their backs, some have no food to 
eat. Do you not claim th~, Amerikkka, or do 
you feel they belong elsewhere? 

You, you pitiful, sorry, Kountry of Amerikkka. 

Want me to rap on, Amerikkka, or do you have an 
idea of what I'm saying?? 

"Amerlkkk.a, home for the free and the brave"­
think about George Jackson, Malcolm X, Elijah 
Muhammed,--Think about little 10 year · old 
CLifford Clover, and his mourning mother-­
think about your starving, naked, illiterate 
children---. 

Think about your racist/fascist/capitalist 
system, and then ask yourself--"Am I a free 
and brave Kountry"??? 

From one sister--who feels she speaks for 
many peoples. 

A Sister struggling for change, 

Tarishi Maisha (Shirley Herlth) 

$ 

••• 
U.P.U.·s Anvil 1a ahorter this issue due to laok 
of fund.. We felt that it W&S iaportant to get 
'Jut what we could. Ve hope that thia ia a te.po 
rary situation and our next issue wlll be the 
usual length. 

• • 
ANVIL STAFF, Bob Burton, Anne Jankovic, Pat 
Singer. Sharon Levine 
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ANGOLA 
Angola is a country twice the size of Texas 

located on the Western side of Africa on the 
South Atlantic. Angola has a population of 6.5 
mill ion peo~le and is rich in natural resources, 
especially oil, coffee, and diamonds. Angola is 
a country still struggling for self-determination 
after kicking out the Portugese which had been 
maintaining rule for 500 years. 

The Popular Movement for the LibeTation of 
Angola (MPlA) was founded in 1956 and chose the 
radical pOet/doctor Agostinho Neto to be its 
pres i dent. In 1963, Pres i dent Neto (I ike Ho 
Chi Minh aefore him) sought aid from the U.S. to 
combat the colonial ists. This request was re­
fused because of his Marxist-Leninist background 
(also because the U.S. wanted to continue to use 
the Portugese owned Azores and maintain NATO). 
Regarded as a communist, President Neto gained 
aid from the Soviet Union, Cuba, and Algeria. 
President Neto and the MPLA are determined that 
Angola chart its own independent course. They 
have a progressive, social ist administration and 
are the real peoples' ~vement. They have stead­
fastly restrained from opportunistic appeals to 
racism and tribal ism. 

The MPLA does not intend to become a power in 
superpower pol itics. Upon victory they will 
ask all foreign troops and advisers to leave. 
They have stated they will not allow the Soviet 
Union or any other foreign power to build bases 
in Angola. 

The CIA. which i:lad been instrumental in the 
assasination of Patrice Lumumba and had placed 
Mobutu Sese Seko in power in the neighboring 
country of Zaire, felt it had to counter MPLA 
gains and Soviet mil itary suppprt in Angola. 
In 1962, it backed Holden Roberto· when he s"l it 

with the HPLA and formed the Nat ional Front ' 
for the Liberation of Angola (FNLA). 

Ti le FlNA was funded, trained. and assisted 
by the CIA and President Seko of Zaire. By the 
I ate 1960' s the 1 ack of mass support for the 
FNLA lead the CIA to back Jonas Savimbi who had 
split from the FNlA and in 1968 created the 
National Union for Total Independence of Angola 
(UN ITA) . Because of continuing MPLA gains FNLA 
and UNITA formed an all iance. Over the years 
the FNLA-UNITA forces have recieved aid from 
Romania, West Germany, France, Belgium, China, 
U.S., Zaire, and South Afdca. 

\Jhat is compl icating about this national 
1 iberation struggle is the international in­
volvement. Of course the U,S. (operating from 
Zaire) seeks to exploit the rich natural re­
sources of Angola. \-lith the defeat of the 
U,S. in Southeast Asia, there was a reduction 

including all three forces. Even if Chials 
claims that the MPlA were not "true" social ists 
and ahd no "revolutionary signifigance" ( and 
claims concerning the Soviet Union) were correct, 
China's pol icy is still p~1 iticel1y irrespon­
sible. The HPLA, no matter its form of social ­
ism is the one belligerent that is truely antj~ 
im,erial ist and is seeking true national 1 ib~ 
eration from all outside forces. 

When, on Noverrber II, 1975. Angola's inde· 
pendence was secured from Portugal the MPlA was 
in control of nearly two-thirds of the country. 
In the capital city of Luanda the ~\PLA formed the 
Peoples Republ ie of Angola. Despite the imp! ica­
ticns of world politics and imperial ist agg res­
sion the MPLA continues to advance and liberate 
its country. The re have been dramatic gains 
while this was being written. The FNLA-UNITA 
forces have disbanded, forced to wage a ~ue rrilla 
war without the necesNXy _I5S bas.. Vi th 
the exception of the area around the daa elnd 
along the southern border defended by South 
African troops the entire country is liberated. 
The possibil ity of a bloody confrontation there 
is strong but South Africa is now will ing to 
negogiate. Although the war is not over victory, 
is certain. 

In the spirit of revolutionary internation-
al ism, the growing progressive and revolutionary 
forces in North America have a responsibil ity to 
educate, organize and mobil ize the masses in 
support of the MPlA. We should condemn Roy Innes 
(CORE) for recruiting Amerikan mercenaries. 
We should demand that congress give recognition 
to the MPLA - Peop 1 es Repub 1 i c of Angol a. (As 
most nations have already done). We should 
demand the end of U.S. aggression and CIA covert 
activities in Angola and everywhere in the 
world. -' 

Long I ive the MPLA and Peoples RepubJ ic of 
Angola. Victory to Dational 1 iberatlon strug· 
gles overywhere in the world!! 

[HARD TIMES CONFERENCE I 
On the week-end of January 30 - February 1, 

1976, I attended the National Hardtimes Con­
ference in Chicago, Ill. Nearly 2,000 activists 
from allover the country gathered for discus­
sion, information exchange and to lay plans for 
a multi-racial coalition to fight the exploita­
tion of working people by the ruling class. Our 
basis of unity was an emphasis on anti-racist, 
anti-imperialist politics. There were comrades 
representing many struggles and organizations 
including health, labor, prison, farming, women, 
gay, Angola, Puerto Rico, A.I.M, C.A.S.A., and 
more. 

The prison struggle/movement was well incor­
porated into the program. It was obvious that 
a national movement must include prison work. 
The prison workshop, to me, was a success. After 
a show start we were able to get down and really 
rap about what to do. We adopted a pap~r which 
in part said, ". . • In building our national 
prison movement/network it is essential that 
we get a mass base of support. We must teach 
people the role the prison system plays in the 
capitalist system, and understand that we won't 
see the abolition of prisons until there is a 
total take over of state power. We must inter­
relate the st~uggles of prisoners to struggles 
of all people around the world who are similarly 
being crunched by the cruelty of U.S. imperial­
ism. A mass base prison movement/network cannot 
be fully effective unless it is 1ntegra~d into 
a mass movement involving all areas of struggle. 
The Hard Times Conference is a significant step 
in building a mass movement which will include 
prison workers • . • As we can see there are 
many focuses. We must analyze which focuses 
will best help build a mass base for the prison 
movement. Our aim is not reform. Ultimately 
we are moving to abolish prisons. However, we 
find it imperative to put forth intermediate de­
mands around the prison struggle. We feel a 
need to have sur newly formed mass movement gain 
some victories and build momentum so it can 
tackle all the problems confronting prisoners 
today. " 

. There was talk of a national prison conference 
and everyone was eaget to keep in touch with 
each other. For me it meant meeting people 
whose struggles I had been reading about and ~e­
lating to for many months. It made those strug­
gles that much more real. All of the people 
doing prisonwork agreed on some basic ideas: 
1) U.S. imperialism must be eliminated and along 
with it racism, classism, and sexism; 2) While 
working toward this goal there are some inter­
mediate demands we must work for; 3) the prison 
movement must become a mass base national move­
ment; 4) the prison movement must -support tbe 
self-determination of prisoners. 

in foriegn investr.~nts and a subsequent loss of 
profits and production at home, the U.S. govern­
ment and industrial -mil itary corporate complex 
view A~goJa as a bailout from the econo~ic 
crisis at home; capital ism's highest stage of ex­
ploitation is il11>erial ism; the highest stage of 
imperial ist contortions Is neo-colonial ist domi­
nation and colonial wars. This is busfness as 
usual. 

South Africa (operating from the Angola-Namlbiar----------------------------------------------------I 
border) fears a communist Angola because then 
South Africa and its all ies would be encircled by 
social ist countries. These countries would have 
the responsibil ity to join in united front efforts 
with the South \.fest African Pe~les Organization 
(SWAPO) to free South West Africa from the ultra­
racist South Africa and also to aid the revolu­
tionary factions in Rhodesia. 

A lot of struggle happened at the Hard Times 
COnference. To me the good points outweighed 
the bad points. We all had total agreement 
that, lilt is imperative that we join together, 
~ind basic piints of unity and carry' out a 
national program to fight back against the hard 
times. II 

South Africa has also invested hundreds of 
millions of dollars into the Cunene hydro-elec­
trical darn project in the south of Agola. This 
proj ect is consid.ered the key to developing the 
disputed territory of South West Africa (natural 
ly 1 ittle power was intended for Angola). South 
Africa has 20.000 trained troops about 15 miles 
inside the southern border of Angola and 6.000 
troops dug in surrounding the dam. They are sup' 
ported by very advanced weapontry including j ets. 

The !:ioviet Union's aims may be to become a 
dominate force in Africa. However, the Soviet 
Union cannot be totally assailed. Without tl,e 
staunch support and aid of the Soviet Union the 
MPLA would not have so quickly gained indepen· 
dence from Portugal nor attained its victories 
over the imperial ist aggressor. Because of 
the internal contradictions of bureaucra\1c 
state eapitalls. the Soviet Union neede vigilant 
scrutiny by all co~.unlst8 of the world and 
especially the people and leaders of Angola 
and afr1ca. 

The greatest humanitarian gestures have 
come from Cuba. In 1963. Cuba sent the first 
450 guerrilla warfare experts to train and super­
vise the revolutionary armed forces of the MPLA 
and has continued and increased this support. 

The Peoples Republ ic of China should be 
criticized for its intervention and its pat­
ronage of the reactionary. opportunist UNITA. 
C~lina reports that its involvement was to counter 
the Soviet Union,.aGGusing the Soviet Union 
of imperial ist ventures and attempting to 
colonize Angola. China's accusations were in 
actual collusion with the U.S. They helped 
train UNITA counter revolutionary forces and 
helped forestall MPLA gains. Also in collusion 
with the U.S., China's delegate on 11/24 /75 
called for a government of "national unity!! 
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As a result of & suit, Creen v. Sielaff, et. 
&1. 71 C 140), boought in tn. u. S.Dtatriot Court 
for the Northern District of Illin01s, Eastern 
Division ••• The court entered the following in­
junction against th« Director of thd Dept. of Cor­
rections • • • referred to as the "publishers 
only" rule, ••• The Defendants (Director of Dept. 
of Corrections) ••• henceforth shall allow and 
perMit In.ates to order. solicit, receive &8 gifts 
or oth~rwlse obtain publications fro. friends, 
relatives, attorney3 •••• or froa any other 
source of publications or written stateaents.-

• 
IRODRIQUEZ DECISION EXPLAINED! 

Last June )0, the California Suprelle Court 
ruled that Rudollo Rodriquez, who had been in 
prison for 22 years, was serving a sentence dis­
proportionate to hi. offenee. 

ThB Rodriquez decision has altered the parole 
board's lIOde of operation in thzee ways. 

First, Under the new policy an offender's 
sentence must be f!xed pro.ptly after bis coa­
mitment to prieon. SecoM, the A.A. aay coneider 
only the offense and the peraonts past history. 
BehaVior after the crime, such a8 prison adjust.ent 
may not be considered. And third, once the sen­
tence has been fixed, it cannot be refixed. 

The Rodriquiz decision does not affect the 
A.A. 1lOwer to deter.ine an in_tets parole date 
or reclnd that date. 

For exaaple, an inaatets overall tere aight be 
set at 6 years by the A.A. with the parole or 
'Pl'ison release set for 22 mon:ths after arrival at 
prison. The inmate's subsequent behavior could 
conceivably affect his parole date, lengthening 
the tiae he would spend in prison. Howe;er, such 
behavior could not extend the date for his dis­
charge beyond the originally deterained 6 yre. 

For detailed infor_tion please contact us 
at our office. 

MEIIBIiRSHlP Fall! 

UNITED PRISONIiRS UNION 
944 Market Street #508 
San hanei.co. CA. 94103 
982-50)9 
MAlIli __________ _ 

ADDBIiSS __________ _ 

CITY ________ ZIP __ _ 

PHONE ____ _ 

YEARLY' DUES. 
$8.00 - ""tude ... berahip 
$4.00 - cannot ... beralUp 
(aeaberahip includes eupscription to 
tne Anvil) 

$4.00 - aupecr1ption only 

SPOHSORSHlP FORII 
NAill __________ _ 

ADDRESS _________ _ 

CITY _______ ~ZIP __ _ 

PHONE 




