
SUPPORTING STATEMENTS BY WAGES DUE LESBIANS 

We f u l l y endorse the statement i n support of the San F ranc isco 
p r o s t i t u t e s , and urge a l l other organisat ions to do the same• 

The a t tack which governments are organis ing against p ros t i t u te 
women everywhere in the world i s an at tack on every woman1s r i gh t to 
determine whether, and on what terms, she w i l l have sexual r e l a t i o n s 
wi th men* As lesb ian women we, l i k e p ros t i t u te women, re fuse to accept 
that i t I s women's "nature" to s leep with men and to s leep wi th them 
" fo r love" — i . e . f o r f r e e . And l i k e p ros t i t u te women we face con t in ­
ua l harassment by p o l i c e , employers, schoo ls , i n d i v i d u a l men, and a l l 
those i n author i ty fo r the crime of shaping our sexua l l i f e according 
to our own needs, of tak ing something fo r ou rse l ves . 

Many lesb ian women have t o t a l l y refused to do the work of meeting 
men's sexua l demands, and a l l the other housework that goes along 
wi th sexua l r e l a t i o n s wi th men. Others of us have been forced by lack 
of money to marry or to s tay i n a marr iage, at the expense of the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s we would l i k e , i n order to maintain ourselves or our­
se lves and our c h i l d r e n . Others of us have become hookers i n order to 
get the money we need and are e n t i t l e d to . 

Women, lesb ian or " s t r a i g h t " , p ros t i t u te or not , are everywhere 
houseworkers, the servants of the wor ld . We are a l l e n t i t l e d to money 
fo r t h i s work, and e n t i t l e d to obtain i t i n any way open to us as 
women. Wherever women succeed i n winning some of the wages due u s , 
i t i s a s t rength to a l l of us and proof that women's se rv i ces cannot 
be taken f o r granted. 
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Here i n Canada, we have recen t l y seen a media campaign against 
•the numbers of women " turn ing to p r o s t i t u t i o n " i n t h i s time of economic 
c r i s i s . The push has come from the same quarters as i n the U.S. — 
from the p o l i c e , p o l i t i c i a n s , and businessmen, a l l of whom have some­
th ing to gain from women working f o r nothing or only low pay. 

Lesb ian women are a lso harassed f o r the same reason as p ros t i t u te 
women. We are in t imidated and i s o l a t e d from other women fo r re fus ing to 
be sexua l l y ava i l ab le for. f ree to husbands, bosses, and any man on the 
s t r e e t . Any woman who steps out of l i n e gets the same treatment. And 
we're f i g h t i n g a l l the time against t h i s , whether we are marr ied, s ing L 
pros t i t u te or l e s b i a n . 

Many women who work as p ros t i t u t es are also l e s b i a n s . They are 
making the same f i gh t against f ree sex on command, when they re fuse 
he texosexua l i t y "of f the job" . The only choices women now have are 
to "give i t " f o r f ree f o r our da i l y s u r v i v a l , to demand some money for 
i t i n exchange, or to t r y to re fuse i t a l together — and we pay a high 
p r i ce f o r a l l th ree . We refuse to keep foot ing the b i l l . 

Whether gay or s t r a i g h t , we a l l need our own money to determine cu 
l i v e s and what our s e x u a l i t y w i l l be. We a l l need Wages fo r Housework. 
We urge a l l l esb ian groups and i n d i v i d u a l s to support the st ruggle of 
p ros t i t u te women against these crackdowns. 
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