• 3.5 million peasants and fisher people survive on
5C per day. In 1979, four million farmworkers
earned less than $3.00 for a 12 hour day.1 The 1982
peso devaluations greatly eroded the purchasing
power of these already minimal wages.
• Ten million Mexicans never eat meat or eggs and
more than 18 million consume no milk products.'
• 10,000 big landowners control 30 percent of the
arable land and own 44 percent of the agricultural
machinery, while 14 million peasants own no land
at all.'
United States Control in Mexico
• Between 1836, with the annexation of Texas, and
1848, at the end of the Mexican-American War, the
United States stole the northern half of Mexico;
which today consists of Texas, New Mexico,Arizona, California, Utah, Nevada, and part of Colorado.ln
• 1910, Mexico accounted for two-thirds of U.S.
investment in Latin America2 which was made
possible through U.S. support of the brutal dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz that lasted over 30 years.
• Today, 70 percent of foreign investment in Mexico
is from the U.S. and 70 percent of Mexico's trade is
with the U.S.'
• Mexico must import $1.6 million worth of food
staples annually, yet it supplies 50 to 60 percent of
all fresh produce in the U.S. between December
and May.1
• Mexico has accrued a foreign debt of over $80
billion putting the country near bankruptcy. In
1979, 46 percent of the debt was owed to Bank of
America, Chase Manhattan, Chemical Bank, Citibank, and Morgan Guaranty Trust.'
•The U.S. imports more oil from Mexico from any

Mexico, Carlos Kura Assad, said that there were
"illegal" police groups operating in the state. He
maintained that although they were "illegal," they
were "not unconstitutional," as they were "useful"
to society."
• Mexico's progressive facade of supporting revolutionary movements in Central America was
exposed in April, 1981 with the mass expulsion of
over 400 Guatemalans seeking asylum. In July,
1981, another mass expulsion of 1,855 Guatemalans occurred, sending them back to Guatemala
to face possible torture or death.4
• In the July 4,1982 national elections, there was an
abstention rate of beteen 70 and 90 percent.5

Repression in Mexico
Political Prisoners
• Members of the People's Revolutionary Armed
Forces kidnapped the U.S. consul on May 4,1973
in Guadalajara. Among their demands for his
release was the freedom and safe conduct to
Cuba for 30 political prisoners. The consul general was released three days later when the
demands were met.6
• On April 11, 1977 the government dropped political charges against 424 people alleged to have
aided "subversive" movements: 128 were released,
yet the remainder remained imprisoned on
"criminal" charges.6
• The Mexican daily Excelsior reported on April 21,
1978 that in the Federal District (Mexico City)
alone, an average of eight people were arrested
everyday without warrant, held incommunicado
and maltreated by various police bodies."

The Brigada Blanca has been accused of
illegal methods, torture and of killing its victims. Campo Militar Numero Uno is the detention and torture center most commonly
cited in testimonies by victims of incommunicado detention and torture.4
• In Mexico there are frequent land takeovers
in which landless people occupy unused
land; often belonging to large landowners,
and where they establish colonias (communities) for their survival.
• In 1977 alone, there were nearly 600 land
occupations. More than a hundred acts of
repression against peasants were reported
by the press that same year: four villages
burned by the army in the hills of Puebla, 29
peasants assassinated by the army in Oaxaca, six peasants machine-gunned to death
by vigilantes in Veracruz and six villages
razed by 800 army troops in Chiapas.1
• Amnesty International continued to receive
reports in 1981 of arbitrary detentions, torture and killings by regular army units, acting in conjunction with local landowners and
unofficial paramilitary units. Among the victims of these abuses were peasants and pobladores (slum-dwellers) on the outskirts of
Mexico's major cities.4
•In December, 1981 the independent peasant
organization Coordinadora Nacional Plan
de Ayala (C.N.P.A.) (National Coordinator
Plan of >Aya/a)estimated that there were at
least 600 peasant prisoners in Mexico, imprisoned for their support for peasant organizations formed in opposition to the officially
recognized local groups.4

Disappeared
• Lawyers at the state university of Guerrero in
1978 compiled a list of 257 people who had
disappeared in the state from 1974-1978
when the Mexican army scoured the mountains for leftist guerrillas. It was assumed the
missing were either being held incommunicado or had died in detention.6
• The National Committee for the Defense of
Prisoners, the Persecuted, Disappeared and
Political Exiles, a Mexican organization,
claimed in 1981 that over a 10-year period,
some 500 people had disappeared after
arrest. The committee believed that at least
some of the disappeared were held at
Campo Militar Numero Uno.4
• In Oaxaca, the Triqui Indian Association
reported that at least 26 peasants had been
jailed in Juxtlahauca, Putlaand Oaxaca after
disputes with forestry companies which
wished to take the peasant's land for lumbering. In November, the Triqui's negotiator,
Juan Martinez of the C.N.P.A. was disappeared as he was returning from talks with
the Minister of the Interior in Oaxaca.4

included: beatings with fists and truncheons;
la chicarra (torture by electric shock to all
parts of the body including eyes, teeth, and
genitals); and forcing mineral water up the
nostrils and immersing the head orthe whole
body in dirty water until the victim is near
drowning. Her one-year-old daughter was
also given electric shock in her presence.4
• The Brigada Blanca was allegedly responsible for several deaths in 1981, including that
of Rodrigo Carrasco Lopez, Assistant Director of Public Works in Juchitan, who was
found shot dead and marked by torture on
October 10, 1981.4

•In mid-1981 social worker Florentino Espinoza Gutierrez, who had been arrested in
Oaxaca in May, testified that he had been
tortured in police custody."

Others were later reported to have disappeared including 16 peasants detained in
Puebla on July 16."

Repression Against the Comite de
Defensa Popular
Who is the Comite de Defensa Popular?
• The Comite de Defensa Popular is one of the
leading revolutionary organizations in Mexico.
They are working for the creation of a reunified
socialist Mexican nation including the territories
occupied by the U.S. since 1836 (currently the
U.S. "southwest").
• The C.D.R, in the state of Chihuahua, has organized over 300,000 people in 40 land takeovers,
establishing both urban and rural colonias (communities) throughout the state.
• The building of colonias directly meets the survival needs of the people. Many of the colonias have
their own schools and clinics as well as collective
industries or farming.
Attacks Against the C.D.R
• C.D.P.demonstrations and activities have been
repeatedly attacked by the police, military and
right-wing paramilitary squads.
• In the early 1970s, Ruben Aguilar, a leader of the
C.D.R, was arrested at a demonstration in Oaxaca
and taken to Campo Military Numero Uno. During
his imprisonment, he was tied and blindfolded.
Unable to see anything, he continually heard people screaming and being tortured. The C.D.R
organized people to surround and take over the

• Pima Indians, living in the mountains of Chihuahua and organized by the C.D.R, were repeatedly
attacked by pistoleros, (gun men) hired by a resident north american landowner The C.D.P. was
able to stop the attacks through organizing the
the Pima and publicizing the situation in urban
areas.
• In September, 1982, at a demonstration in Chihuahua City, the C.D.P, and others supporting a student strike in Juarez, were attacked by 500
Porros. The Porros are a right-wing paramilitary
organization, highly trained in military skills and
supported by the Mexican ruling class and
government.The
• The C.D.P. Co/on/as Guadalupe Victoria and Delidas were repeatedly surrounded by the military in
November, 1982 and searched for weapons. The
residents were arrested temporarily and beaten.
The Co/on/a Guadalupe Victoria was attacked
because part of it is on land belonging to one of

and gunfire, injuring 15 peopleand wounding one
person with gunfire, as well as arresting two
members of the C.D.P. leadership, Adan Sigala
and Ruben Aguilar, who were beaten and
released only after the C.D.P. and M.L.N. organized demonstrations at U.S. consulates and Mexican consulates, respectively.
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The border represents more than -just a line on a map dividing two
countries. It is a military zone established 134 years ago with the
signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.
This treaty was shoved
onto the Mexican nation at gunpoint following the U.S. invasion of the
Mexican-American War.
The treaty "legitimized" the theft of half of
Mexico's territory, almost one million square miles (the current
states of California, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Utah, Nevada and
part of Colorado).
The Native American and Mexicano people lost more than their
lands and resources.
Thousands were slaughtered. Their cultures and
languages were attacked by the white settlers, who hid their greed
behind religious claims of "Manifest Destiny".
In fact today many
ChicanoMexicanos see themselves as one people and see the border as
illegitimate.
This is how, along with the slave labor of more than 25 million
Africans, much of the wealth of the United States was built. In the
20th century, the U.S. empire expanded all over the world, economically and militarily controlling many of the nations of Latin America,
Africa, and Asia.

They formed the San Patrico Corps and ioined on the side of Mexico to
fight the unjust U.S. invasion, which ultimately established the current border. For more information please contact:

SAN PATRICIO CORPS SOLIDARITY ORGANIZATION
P.O. BOX 18072
DENVER, COLORADO 80218

WE STAYED TO MAKE HIM UNDERSTAND
THAT WE MEANT BUSINESS,THAT WE'RE
NOT GOING TO RUN AWAY ANYMORE.
Ricardo Falcon, GV Regents Sit in February 27,1972
(The article on this poster is from one of his speeches
on the campus of the Colorado University)

WE OUGHT TO GET IT ON
Ricardo Falcon

E l gringo d e l e s t a c i o n
por l a agus s e l a canto
como e r a F a l c o n Chicano
d e l gringo no s e d e j o .

empezaron echar agua
pues se q u e r i a n a r r a n c a r
con rumbo D e l Paso, T e j a s
pues e l l o s q u e r i a n l l e g a r .

como pasa muchas v e c e s
e l carro se calento
en Oro Grande p a r a r o n
y Falcon se abajo.

S a l i e r o n con mucha p r i s a
de c o l o p a r a t e j o n
con l a d e l e g a c i o n v e n i a
e l soldado R i c h F a l c o n

S a l i e r o n de Colorado
C a s i pa l a amanecer
p a r a una j u n t a muy grande
que t e n i a n que a t e n d e r .

LA TRAGEDIA DE RICH FALCON

H e r i b e r t o Tera

UN CORRIDO COMO
HOMENAJE A LA M
DE RICARDO FALC

a s i acaba mi c o
a s i acaba mi c a
e s t a s son l a s m
p a r a mi c a r n a l F

e l asesino fue
y a l a carcel n
pero l e j u r a l a
que a s i no s e v

dos b a l a z o s en
e l gringo l e di
matando a q u e l h
que a mano l i m p i

Se h i c i e r o n de
y h a s t a chingaz
y aquel desgrac
su p i s t o l a l e s

R i c a r d o F a l c o n and son -

1971

markets, the U.S. props up dictators, invades countries, seizes land, distorts economies, and drains the
wealth of the people..
In addition, the defeat of imperialism is crucial to the success of whatever movements we work in as white activists. Regarding work in the
anti-nuclear movement, we believe nuclear weapons will never be halted
as long as they serve as the ultimate threat to nations challenging U.S.
domination. Uranium mining and nuclear power, like other attacks on the
environment, must continue as long as the monopolization of energy
production or increased profits are an international corporate necessity.
We believe women can never be free as long as forced sterilization,
genocide, and economic and sexual exploitation are necessary tools of the
U.S. empire. The oppression of lesbians and gay males will never end
under capitalism, which must enforce rigid sex roles and sexuality for
social control. And working people will face low wages, layoffs and
hazardous job conditions as long as they are controlled by wealthy bosses.
Nuclear technology (arms and power) is the product of U.S. imperialism
that most directly threatens us as white people. Nuclear arms serve as the
ultimate weapon to enforce and maintain U.S. imperialism against any
threats. The U.S. used nuclear weapons against the Japanese and considered it in Vietnam and Korea. Nuclear power has also served imperialism
well. But it does not serve us. Leaking reactors and waste will endanger us
forever.
As white activitists opposed to nuclear technology our strategy for
eliminating it must attack the source of the problem—imperialism—and
not just its symptoms—nuclear weapons and power.

FOR

In our view, the greatest successes in attacking U.S. imperialism have been by
national liberation movements. Their continuing victories, as in Vietnam, Zimbabwe
and Nicaragua have steadily diminished U.S. economic and military power for over 20
years. Despite the internal right wing resurgence and rising militarism, the U.S. is
actually on the defensive, rather than on the offensive. Severe budget cuts, more
corporate control of government and increasing racism, sexism and heterosexism are
the desperate responses to this worldwide "loss."
Within the U.S., national liberation movements of/nferna//yco/on/ze(/Third World
people have posed the greatest challenges to the system. Some of thesestrugglesare
directly linked to people's movements abroad, reflecting the importance of unified
opposition to imperialism. The Black Power movement of the early '60s raised white
consciousness and helped spark the anti-war, womens', lesbian/gay, and environmental movements. Third World groups like the Black Liberation Army and the
Fuerzas Armadas de Liberacion \acional (F.A.L.N.) have been the most militant,
directly attacking the U.S. militarily, and demonstating the importance of armed
struggle. It's no coincidence, therefore, that COINTELPRO and repressive agencies
have focused their attacks most intensively on these movements.

In the Southwest U.S., the Chicano-Mexicano movement has been particularly
large and militant. As the San Patricio Solidarity Corps Organization, we take leadership from El Comite Nacional Contra La Represion. We feel this involves us most
directly and usefully in that struggle, and helps us avoid the problem of white
interference.in or domination of Third World movements. We provide political and
material support on the basis of political unity and support for self-determination of
the Chicano-Mexicano people.
El Comite is a national organizaiton with chapters in Denver, Alamosa (Colorado),
Tierra Amarilla (New Mexico), El Paso, Oakland, Los Angeles, Chicago, Milwaukee
and New York. An autonomous member of the Movimiento de Liberacion Nacional
(M.L.N.), El Comite grew out of Chicano-Mexicano and Puerto Rican resistance to the
1977 grand juries investigating the F.A.L.N. Much of El Comite's work to date has
supported the revolutionary struggles of Third World people, and opposed police
crimes.

struggles of national liberation. El Comite has worked with the M.L.N., La Liga
Socialista in Puerto Rico, El Comite de Defensa Popular in Mexico, the Republic of
New Afrika, the Quebec Liberation Front, the American Indian Movement, and the
Salvadorean Revolutionary Democratic Front. El Comite joined many of these groups
in testifying at the U.N. in August 1980 to demand P.O.W. status for the eleven
captured Puerto Rican freedom fighters, suspected of being membersoftheF.A.L.N.
4) Repressive Agencies Out of Our Communities: In the last five years alone, over
2,000 Third World people have been murdered by repressive agencies like the police,
FBI, Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), and the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA). These killings are not just individual cases of "police brutality. "They are police
crimes, part of the systemmatic strategy to control internally colonized people
—outlined in Trilateral Commission reports.
5) Support the Revolutionary Struggle in Mexico/No Collaboration with the Mexican Government: El Comite works closely with the Comite de Defensa Popular
(CDP), a revolutionary coalition .of left groups and peasants with over a million
members. The CDP has organized many armed peasant land takeovers. They have set
up self-sufficient communities on these lands (colonias) and defended them from the
repressive, imperialist-tied Mexican government. El Comite and the CDP regard
"Chicanes" and "Mexicanos" as one people. A socialist Mexico would be a powerful
ally for anti-imperialist movements within the U.S., and would increase the potential
for the ultimate reunification of the Chicano/Mexicano people and the Mexican
nation.
V\ welcome interested people lor discussion Anil we neei/ \our tinaru lal help ('lease make your c hei ks payable to the
Colorado Committee Against Repression.
Imperialism is no) invincible: by its defeat we all have much to gain.
The S.in Pjlricio Corps Solidarity Organiiation
P.O. Box 18072
Denver. CO 80218

