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prison itself."
"This gives back hope to peo

Proposed site for
"super-maximum"
prison

ple," said Janette Dumas, 15, a
junior at EgyptianSchool. "It's the
first chance for something posi
tive here."

Even families right at the edge ;

Cape •',

of the prison site are for the most
part enthused about felons living
in their back yards. Wilma Miller

Girardeau

worries a little that her daily
walks on the quiet gravel road

leading to the site will have to end
once unfamiliar cars begin pass

ing by. But new development, she
hopes, might mean she no longer
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has to drive 25 miles to Cape
Girardeau, Mo., for a Big Mac.
Her neighbor, Ozia Steele, who
lives across the street from the

I and $11 million payroll. The
i town's housing stock was mostly
! old. And, possibly worst of all, the
county's voters had rejected Gov.
• Jim Edgar in the gubernatorial

prison site, calls the project "the
best thing that ever happened

election.

around here."

Escapees don't worry him. The

But Tamms made the cuts, first

to the final five, then the final
three. All 750 students at Egyptian
School, at the edge of town, wrote
last-minute letters to the governor,
begging for his support.

Shawnee hills are so full of briars
and rattlesnakes, he said, that any

sensible prisoner would turn
back. And "I got a pretty fair se

curity system down here," the re
tiree said. "I got a Doberman. If
some guy should get out, he don't

When the announcement came

last Monday, the town went wild
with disbelief and delight. Work
ers at Village Hall, housed in the
town's lovingly restored train
depot, set off the emergency
sirens. Martin rushed across the

street from her florist shop and

gave Mayor Walter Pang a bear
hug, then stayed to help Village
Clerk Sharon Abercrombie an

swer the phones.

"In my 53 years here, nothing
this big's ever happened in south-

want to come over and have coffee
with me."
Tribunephoto by Laurie Goering

Carl Hileman: "We would have liked a nice big General Motors plant instead of a prison, be we've been
down on our Knees for.a long time begging for something."
ern Illinois," Martin said. "Heck,
even Sharon got excited."
"I was really surprised," Aber
crombie said. "Nothing this big
ever comes down here in southern
Illinois."

Since the announcement,

minors have swept through town
about new restaurants, motels and

housing developments coming to
serve the prison.

Real estate agents are fielding
calls from investors interesting in

buying rental properties and a
bank in neighboring Dongola is
making expansion plans.
Hileman's planning a carwash.
Anrl town officials predict Tamms'

The prison, he said, "don't do
nothing for me. But I have nieces
and nephews growing up here.

Maybe in the future one of them
can get a job in a fast-food joint or

population will double in the next a hotel or something. Don't have
to make no hundred thousand dol
"I think this is the first step on lars. Just enough to live on and
the road to economic recovery in you're doing good.

five years.

southern Illinois," predicts phar

"For a long time there wasnt

macist Larry Brymer, who with nothing here," he added. "It didn't
his wife Marjorie runs Tamms' look like we was going to get
drugstore. "The optimism might nothing. But this time, thank the
do as much for the area as the

Lord* we got a chance."

