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Open and Shut Case:
Prison Space Needed

Buried amung recommendations in Gov. Edpar's lask force
reporl on prison overcrowding was what should be the mosl
pressing need: more prison space,

Viulent crimme in Hlinvis increased 20 percent hetween 1989 and
1991. Lnst year, two-thirds of the stale's prisoners had heen
comvicled of violent erime, compared with less than 50 percent in
1977. I's clear Hlinois needs another maximum-security facilily.

The iask force, led by former US. Attorney Anton R. Valukas,
proposed construction of a 500-bed “super-maximum” prison lor
the most hordened and violent criminals. But we're troubled that
most of lask force recommendations were aimed al finding ways —G—%‘%m-
lu keep oul additionnl criminals.
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whinpish to raise laxes 1o build and operate new prisons, it would
be unforlunate if 1he Valukas report is used to do what is not in
the public interest: keep vinlent criminals out of jails.

The task foree presented 26 specilic recommendalions it said
wonld eurh (he increase in prison population by more than 7,000
in the next four vears. Qvercrowding would he relieved by giving
inmates more Lime ofl for good behavior, shilting more Lo bool-
camp facilities and sending others bome early with electronic
menitoring devices,

{Wvercrowding would be further relieved by adding more drug
treatment and jub (rmining programs, which would reduce the .
recidivism rale that’s now al 46 percent. - < -

Willont a cohesive plan, Valukas warps, the slale’s prisons—
which already exceed capacity even with doubling in cells—will
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It's easy to Mollow this scenario Lo its inevilable conclusion: e castcr eas l e On lg t l a(.» {;
Olenders will have (o be relensed early to make room for the

ever inereasing numihers going in. That revolving door has already Beve's no substitute Tor innovative idess comtained in the Clemn Aie At and Nnevic s Wil
made a mockery of the criminal juslice syslem. I Fleit's why Robert Belenster confinnes 1o Phsabilities Acto that vegoives the C7TFA G eyl




