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LESBIAN/GAY PRIDE DAY
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Dear Friends,

We have marched in the Gay Pride Parade for the past several years as
a contingent of lesbians and gay men against U.S. intervention in Central
America. Each year when we assert our pride as lesbians and gay men, we
also assert our fight for liberation--for ourselves and for others whom the
"American way of life" threatens to destroy.

This year these threats are stronger than ever, and we want to build a
stronger response. While AIDS continues to kill so many of our brothers
and sisters, the right wing demands we be put in concentration camps,
quarantined, and even executed. While Reagan/Rambo terrorizes other
nations with invasions and nuclear threats, we who oppose him are called
traitors and worse. While Black, Latino and other people of color try to
survive under worsening economic conditions, the Klan and Nazis are
getting stronger by calling for their genocide.

We face threats from these forces in a very immediate way: again this
year, the Nazis and the KKK are holding an anti-gay rally in Lincoln Park at
the same time as the Pride Parade. Again this year, they are trying to
recruit more white people to their idea of the white, Christian nuclear family
based on super patriotism. ’

The KKK and the Nazis have been very active on the north side recently.
Last fall, they attacked a group who gathered at Lincoln and Fullerton to
paint out racist graffiti in the neighborhood. In February, 35 of
them--dressed in Nazi uniforms and carrying KKK flags--picketed a meeting
on Addison and Broadway that had been called to discuss racist violence
and the right wing. Several anti-Klan activists and some gay men and
lesbians have been physically attacked.

These right-wingers are not just radical kooks--they are the organized
forces, the spokesmen for the racism and homophobia that are already
present in this society. They can't be ignored--just look what happened
when people tried to ignore the LaRouchies! The KKK and Nazis have
announced a spring offensive, including a rally in Marquette Park on June
28 and the anti-gay rally on June 29. So we are going to confront them on
Gay Pride Day in two ways. Some of us are going to march in the Pride
Parade with banners against right-wing violence--attacks on women,
lesbians and gay men, and the continuing genocide of Blacks and other
people of color. And we'll carry banners in support of peoples around the
world fighting against U.S. terrorism to win the liberation of their nations.
Others of us, along with the John Brown Anti-Klan Committee, are
sponsoring an anti-racist, pro-gay rally to confront the KKK and Nazis in
Lincoln Park's Free Speech area.

. Gay Liberation began as a call for a society that was just and open for
all. We haven't achieved that yet, so we have to keep struggling. Join
us--march in the Parade or confront the right wing--in an expression of
lesbian and gay pride and the fight for liberation.

DAGMAR
DYKES AND GAY MEN AGAINST RACISM
FOR MORE INFO, CALL 769-8159



