
June 4, 19 8 5 
Dear comrades: 
I j u s t f i n i s h e d reading the June i s s u e of Death to the K l a n i I had 
to read i t p r e t t y f a s t , s i n c e a l o t of women i n here want to see i t 
— so i t ' s now making the rounds. ( T h i s i s a j a i l whose " l i b r a r y " 
has not one s i n g l e book by or about Malcolm X ) . 
There were a l o t of things I l i k e d about the paper. I t packs a l o t 
of important information very readably i n t o a s h o r t space; there are 
very few p u b l i c a t i o n s a v a i l a b l e w i t h news, i n f o r m a t i o n and a r t i c l e s by 
and about the New A f r i k a n / B l a c k movement and s t r u g g l e s ; and i t t e l l s 
a l o t about c u r r e n t white supremacist o r g a n i z i n g . I t was r e a l l y 
great to read the statements by and about the New York 8 + , the Ohio 
7 and Tim Blunk and Susan Rosenberg. I ! m a l r e a d y looking forward to 
the next i s s u e , to read about Bla c k Nation Day and other NAPO a c t i v ­
i t i e s . 
The reason t h a t I ! m w r i t i n g to you i s to r a i s e f o r d i s c u s s i o n some­
t h i n g t h a t I found to be a s e r i o u s and c o n s i s t e n t p o l i t i c a l problem 
i n the a r t i c l e s by the DTTKI s t a f f , and p a r t i c u l a r l y the e d i t o r i a l : 
a f a i l u r e to support the s t r u g g l e of Bl a c k people f o r s e l f - d e t e r m i n a ­
t i o n the r i g h t of New Afrikan/Afro-American people to land and 
independence. As a r e s u l t of t h i s f a i l u r e to support s e l f - d e t e r m i n a ­
t i o n , I t h i n k the paper a l s o s u f f e r s from a weakness i n f a i l i n g to 
wage a d i r e c t s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t white supremacy. 
These p o l i t i c a l problems are c l e a r e s t i n your e d i t o r i a l , because ther e , 
where you put forward your o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s p o l i t i c s most f u l l y , you 
de f i n e the s t r u g g l e as "against t h i s r a c i s t system." Although you 
t a l k about "exposing the t r u e nature of the U.S.," you never say what 
t h a t i s — i . e . , c o l o n i a l i s m , the oppression of n a t i o n s , and white 
supremacy. (The other reason t h i s p o l i t i c a l p o s i t i o n i n the e d i t o r ­
i a l s i s so s t a r k i s because i t s i t s on the same page w i t h the NAPO 
a r t i c l e , which does argue f o r s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n as the s t r a t e g y to 
defeat c o l o n i a l i s m and white supremacy.) 
Without t h i s a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t b a s i s , the p o l i t i c s of many of your 
a r t i c l e s about the k l a n and k i l l e r cops seem to me to r e s t l a r g e l y 
on moral outrage a t the magnitude of white supremacist v i o l e n c e and 
or g a n i z i n g , and a t the c o m p l i c i t y of the p o l i c e w i t h white supremacist 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . While I'm not arguing a g a i n s t passion and outrage, 
I do th i n k t h a t i n order to organize other white people to j o i n i n 
f i g h t i n g white supremacy, you have to organize them to support the 
r i g h t of the New A f r i k a n s t r u g g l e to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , human r i g h t s 
and s e l f - d e f e n s e — the s t r u g g l e f o r power t h a t leads and d i r e c t s a l l 
e f f e c t i v e e f f o r t s a g a i n s t w h i t e supremacy, the k l a n and k i l l e r cops. 
P o l i t i c a l l y , t h i s i s the source of our m i l i t a n c y much more than our 
moral outrage. (I'm a l s o not a t a l l sure I agree w i t h the i m p l i c a ­
t i o n i n your e d i t o r i a l t h a t f a s c i s m i s imminent -- but t h a t ' s f o r some 
f u t u r e d i s c u s s i o n ) . 

Because t h i s i s c o n s i s t e n t l y m i s s i n g from your a r t i c l e s , a reader of 
DTTKI could end up somewhat confused as to what JBAKC 1s s t r a t e g y i s 
to defeat white supremacy and racism. Raeding the paper, you can 
become somewhat overwhelmed by the r i s e of white supremacy, and 



"underwhelmed" about the p o t e n t i a l f o r a c t u a l l y f i g h t i n g i t . (One 
small example: i n the a r t i c l e about Chicago, the b r i e f h i s t o r i c a l s ec­
t i o n completely omits the h i s t o r y of tremendous strength and m i l i t a n c y 
of both the B l a c k community and r e v o l u t i o n a r y Black o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n 
Chicago -- the BPP and the B l a c k C u r t a i n a c t i o n of 1967, to name only 
two examples. Because of t h i s , the a r t i c l e i s one-sided -- what b a s i s 
i s there to expect any e f f e c t i v e response or s t r a t e g y to defeat white 
supremacy and r a c i s t a t t a c k s i n Chicago? None, i f the h i s t o r y of 
Black people i n f i g h t i n g f o r human r i g h t s and s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i s 
ignored.) 

Where more of an a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t s t r a t e g y based i n the f i g h t f o r 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n comes through i s i n the NAPO a r t i c l e by Chokwe 
Lumumba and, from Northamericans, the RGR communique and the statements 
from captured r e s i s t a n c e f i g h t e r s . Perhaps people would want to study 
the l i n e s of the NAPO a r t i c l e and the communique, and compare those to 
the JBAKC e d i t o r i a l , to see i f people agree t h a t the l i n e s are d i f f e r ­
ent; and tha t there i s a s t r a t e g i c d i f f e r e n c e between supporting s e l f -
determination and f i g h t i n g " t h i s r a c i s t system." I want to emphasize 
(although I t h i n k i t should be c l e a r ) t h a t I am not t a l k i n g here about 
armed s t r u g g l e -- t h a t f s not the i s s u e I th i n k JBAKC should be about. 
I'm t a l k i n g about support f o r land and independence f o r the New A f r i k a n / 
Afro-American Nation, which I do t h i n k JBAKC should be about. 
As I s a i d e a r l i e r , I t h i n k most of the a r t i c l e s from JBAKC avoid t a k i n g 
on the s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t white supremacy — which we a l l know from long 
experience i s one of the toughest to do r i g h t . One very c l e a r example, 
I t h i n k , i s i n your a r t i c l e about the I r o n F i s t . There, you a t t r i b u t e 
the l a c k of support f o r the Lebanese people to people i n the u.s. 
being " l u l l e d " by the i n s and outs of diplomacy. I disagree -- I think 
white supremacy and zionism among white people as a whole and w i t h i n 
the Northamerican p r o g r e s s i v e movements i s a much more r e l e v a n t reason 
f o r the l a c k of p r o t e s t abd s o l i d a r i t y , and must be confronted head-
on and stru g g l e d a g a i n s t . Your a r t i c l e i m p l i e s t h a t a s i z a b l e body of 
a n t i - z i o n i s t sentiment e x a i s t s , but t h a t i t has been " l u l l e d " -- do 
you r e a l l y t h i n k t h i s i s t r u e ? Also -- are you t a l k i n g about white 
people or T h i r d World people? ( J u s t a minor side-note -- I think t h a t 
one c l e a r l e s s o n of the January 20, 1981 a n t i - k l a n demo i n D.C. was 
th a t the c l e a r e s t f i g h t a g a i n s t zionism i s not c o n t r a d i c t o r y to broad 
mass organizing.) 

I hope t h a t you w i l l d i s c u s s these i s s u e s s e r i o u s l y , and w r i t e back to 
us soon. I t h i n k they q u a l i f y as what might be c a l l e d "burning 
i s s u e s . " L i k e others i n the movement, I p a r t i c i p a t e d almost ten years 
ago i n the opportunism and l i q u i d a t i o n of support for s e l f - d e t e r m i n a ­
t i o n t h a t was known as the Hard Times Conference, and walked away from 
i t b e l i e v i n g very s t r o n g l y t h a t any r i s e of opportunism on the i s s u e 
of support f o r the r i g h t of oppressed nations to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
w i l l , unchecked, undermine and destroy the p r i n c i p l e s and r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
p o t e n t i a l of our movement. I t h i n k JBAKC i s one of the most important 
mass e f f o r t s our movement has t r i e d to produce -- and I t h i n k i t should 
support s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and f i g h t white supremacy. 

I n s o l i d a r i t y , 
Laura Whitehorn 
Alan Berkman 

c c : NAPO 


