
Dear John Brown A n t i - K l a n Committee, 

I n e i t h e r voted nor p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the C o a l i t i o n meeting t h i s l a s t Tuesday. 
Th i s was not because I was l a t e , but r a t h e r because I w i l l not be j o i n i n g i n the 
C o a l i t i o n a c t i o n i n Uptown. Le t me t r y t o e x p l a i n . 

A l i t t l e background f i r s t . I came to the Aetna P l a z a Paint-out because I was 
t r y i n g to hand out f l y e r s f o r the RIA a c t i o n and because I thought the f a s c i s t s might 
show up. Following t h a t c o n f r o n t a t i o n I s a i d I would make myself a v a i l a b l e i n the 
fu t u r e when i t seemed l i k e l y t h a t the f a s c i s t s would t r y to d i s r u p t events. The 
p o l i t i c a l d i f f e r e n c e s w i t h the d i r e c t i o n of JBAKC and the C o a l i t i o n were s t a t e d , 
but I a l s o s a i d t h a t allowing the Klan or any other group to d i s r u p t the work of 
a progressive o r g a n i z a t i o n i n Chicago over-rode those d i f f e r e n c e s . 

My problem now i s not so much w i t h what I understand to be the s t r a t e g y of 
JBAKC and those c l o s e tcb i t , but a case of JBAKC not being c o n s i s t e n t w i t h i t s own 
p o l i t i c s . Here we have Uptown, a community containing Appalachian white f o l k , 
many Blac k people di s p l a c e d from areas such as L i n c o l n Park, Native Americans, 
Japanese, F i l i p i n o s , Hmong, Vietnamese, Cambodians, L A t i n peoples from v a r i o u s 
c o u n t r i e s . Here we have the C o a l i t i o n , a group of predominantly white people/most 
of whom l i v e i n Lakdview. Now I don't have a problem w i t h 'outside a g i t a t o r s ' going 
i n t o a s i t u a t i o n , I don't even have a problem w i t h white r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s going i n t o 
Black communities and doing work. I do t h i n k t h a t the way i t has been done i n 
Uptown guarantees l i t t l e success and p o s s i b l y f a i l u r e (more on t h f c t ) . When I am 
approached and asked to give the names of Native a c t i v i s t s two weeks before the event 
I can only conclude t h a t f o r the most p a r t groupings r e p r e s e n t i n g the prog ressive 
elements of each nation were not contacted. Worse y e t , I have always understood our 
shared p o l i t i c s to say t h a t white r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s would not merely contact such 
f o l k s , but would co n s u l t and seek approval before undertaking organizing i n t h e i r 
communities. Do they t h i n k the Rebels are a problem? Would they be i n favor of 
such anas a c t i o n ? Do they have other suggestions f o r a t t a c k i n g t h i s problem? 

Th i s t o me i s a matter of p r i n c i p l e , but i t i s a l s o a pragmatic t h i n g . When 
the Rebels can S K K send four members or f o l l o w e r s i n t o a p u b l i c forum of the J 2 H H ± 

C o a l i t i o n and only one person i n the crowd recognizes t h i s there i s a d e f i n i t e 
problem. Suppose he hadn't been ther e . 

I t h i n k the event and the date have beeome a f e t i s h , symbolizing something t h a t 
does not r e a l l y e x i s t , a c t u a l a n t i - f a s c i s t organizing i n Uptcrwn. Had I the p o l i t i c a l 
weight, I would suggest t h a t the a c t i o n be postponed enough so t h a t the a c t u a l organ­
i z i n g , t h a t i s , t a l k i n g w i t h the independent white a c t i v i s t s , the AIM-type Native 
f o l k s , the progressive F i l i p i n o s , e t c . as occur. I f l e a f l e t t n g were organizing we 
would have won some time ago. 

The l a c k o£^omTOinity support combined w i t h m i l i t a n t postureng by the p a r t of 
my former comrades (and yes, you can show t h i s to them), i s extremely worrisome. 
What i s q u a l i t a t i v e l y d i s t i n c t between the p o s i t i o n of InC&R and the Rock I s l a n d 
W f f i n i t y Group? I am never r e a l l y scared f o r myself i n these a c t i o n s , but am 
f e a r f u l of the consequences when the r h e t o r i c of m i l i t a n c y exceeds the c o l l e c t i v e 
strength of the group. I t i s almost unbelievable t h a t the same f o l k s who most 
wish to confront the f a s c i s t s p h y s i c a l l y have done the l e a s t to prepare the C o a l i t i o n 
f o r t h i s e v e n t u a l i t y . ( I am aware of the r e s t r i c t i o n s placed on ac t i o n s by 
Tuesday's votes; t h i s doesn't change the danger of such p o s t u r i n g ) . 

There are s e v e r a l other l e s s e r p o i n t s . Where are the punks i s one. But 
I hope t h a t my absence from t h i s event r a i s e s X8XMg£H$X the f i r s t op po i n t . 
I f you can t e l l me t h a t the c r i t e r i o n f o r success i n v o l v e s the s e l f - o r g a n i z a t i o n 
of Uptown peoples i n t h i s a c t i o n , then we should probably t a l k f u r t h e r . 


