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• 'There are Puerto Rican Poli tical Prisoners and 
POW s in U.S. prisons 

• Most of thenl have been iIllprisoned for 15 years 
• They have been subjected to psychological~ sexual 

and physical torture 

Throughout the world. governments are releasing political prisoners. often 

at the insistence of the US government. Yet. the United States denies that 

it holds Puerto Rican political prisoners ano prisoners of war inits prisons. 

Since July 25. 1898. when the US militarily invaded the island of Puerto 

Hico. there has been continuous resistance to US domination and colonial 

ruJe. Thousands of Puerto Ricans have died and have suffered imprison­

ment. torture and the effects of colonial violence. 
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Today. the Puerto Rican people stand as symbols for 

those who resist. Throughout their history. the people 

of the Puerto Rican nation have fought against colo­

nialism. The Puerto Bican political prisoners and 

prisoners of war are part and pared of this continuing 

resistance. Sentenced to terms ~ 9 ri mes higher tha!, the 

average sentence handed out in 1980~ the year most 

were arrested. many have already served 15 years in 

prison. Some have been subjected to sexual. psycho­

logical and physical torture at the hands of their jailers. ()sear Lopez­

Rivera. imprisoned at Marion ControJ Unit Prison for seven years. was 

recently transferred to Florence Maximum Administrative Federal Peni­

tt'ntiary in Colorado. The transfer of Oscar L6pez H ivera to this new prison. 

based on a modd of near total sensory deprivation which has been 

condemned by international human rights organizations StH.l as Amnesty 

Int f~ rnational and Human Rights Watch. is a completely capricious deci-
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dis(·i pi i nary \' iolat i()l1~ 011 h i~ rl '( ·ord. 

Others. such as Alt'jandrina TorTt>S. <\ 1llt'llIll('r (If tlw 

1I nited Chureh of Christ and mot her of t \\ () daughkr:-:. 

has IJeer! attacked and strippt-·" alld ( ' <1\ it~ -";f'ardwd I,~ 

malt' guards. SIlt' suffers from a congt'llital Iwart ('Oll­

dition (mitral vahf' prolap~t·) alld has al:-:olaad fwr anll 

p(~rmarwlltly darnag.·d a~ <1 n'sult orl Ir' i Ilg ,tlla('kt·d l)~ 

prisorl guards. 

Be( 'a ll~t' the US is seen as the gJobal guardian of human right:-: II~ tilt' rest 

of tht' world. it should ac·knowl.,dgt' tilt' t',i:-,tt'IH't' -of 
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political pri~oners and lwgilltlw pro(,t-·:-,~ of rp('orwili­

ation hy granting tlwm a gelwral <1nllH'st y. 

The National Committee is part of an amhitiou:o; inter­

national campaign to gain amnesty for tlw PUf'rto 

H iean prisoners. This campaign is hroad-ha~('d and 

works with differt'nt sectors in order for tilt-' campaign 

to bt' successful. 

Hf'presentative~ of all strata of Puer10 H iran so('idy. from tllf' Pllt'rl0 H i('an 

A FL.-CIO to the Puerto Hiean Manufacturers Asso('iat iOIl. 1"1'41111 tluo Pro­

Statehood Part ido Nuevo Progresisla to the Puer10 H iean IIHlq It'lIdt'rw(' 

Party. to several f()rmer governors of PUt' rio Bieo.to til<' lhn' t' Plwrlo Hiean 

(,oll~ressional rf'presentative~ in tht' US-re('pntly signed an ad intlw ~t'W 

York Times on International Human Hights Day urging Prt-':-,ic/pnt Clinton 

to grant these men and women a general amnesty imnwdiakly. 

Tlw work to gain amnesty for the prisoners is immf'll~t· - t'\"ery (·Ifort IlIad(' 

brings us one step elost'r to tht'ir freedom. 
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• pass resolutions in religious., 
academic., business., labor and 
civic organizations 

• get as many letters ' as pos­
sible to Attorney General 
Reno and President Clinton 
on your organization's letter­
head (with copies to the NC) 

• send personal letters to 
President Clinton 

• write to the prisoners 

• set up information t~bles in 
parks, shopping malls, swim­
ming pools, etc. . 

.• orgqnize a house meeting or 
video showing 

• contact. the National Commit­
. tee for the latest infornlation 

.regarding the Campaign 

• send us a donation-what you 
can afford-and encourage 
your friends to do the same 


