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THE BRIGATE ROSSE: 
POLITICS OF PROTRACTED WAR IN THE IMPERIALIST METROPOLIS 

BASIC FACTS ABOUT THE BR 

The Red Brigades are not an armed collective, but the main 
Marxist-Leninist organization in Italy. They swim in the sea of 
proletarian unrest and share with other revolutionaries a base of 
support that is in the many thousands. Their leading position is 
valid not only on the scales of organization and influence, but 
also in the central reality that their strategic leadership has 
been proven in practice. They view their struggle as comprising 
the first stage of a protracted war, in which the central focus is 
the building of an armed communist party. 

The BR has won signal victories, suffered important losses, 
and built and fought courage~usly for over fourteen years. During 
seasons of mass offensives against Italian capitalism as well as ~ 

seasons of counte r -blows and retreats. All around them during 
these years virtually all other revolutionary groupings have 
fallen to state repression, fragmented hopelessly from inner 
political confusions, or given up and driferd person-by-person 
back out of struggle or to reformism. The BR almost alone has 
endured and carried the struggle forward. This is a reality that 
its revisionist critics on this side of the Atlantic cannot face. 

The misimpression is often given that the Red Brigades are a 
bourgeois student grouping similar to the u.s. Weather 
Underground. While the BR was born in the 1960's university and 
youth ferment in northern Italy, they bear no similarity to the 
Weather Underground. Not in class composition, not in strength 
and not in political line. The Brigades have an organic 
relationship to the Italian proletariat. Even from the beginning 
many of their members were from the working classes. More to the 
point, the BR is an integral stage in the long tradition of 
proletarian struggle in Italy. 

An example is Alberto Franceschini, (now imprisoned), who is 
one of the leading BR cadre and who represents the third 
generation of his family to pick up the gun. Franceschini's 
grandmother was an organizer of a militant peasant league in 1922. 
His grandfather was arrested and spent many years of his life in 
fasci~t prisons~ before finally breaking out and joining the armed 
underground as a fighter (at age 59). Carlos Franceschini, 
Alberto's father, was sent by the Nazis to Auschwitz concentration 
camp for being a communist. He too escaped, made his way back to 
their home region, and became an intelligence cadre in the 
Partisan Action Squads. After World War II he went to work for 
the Communist Party of Italy (CPI)'. Now retired, he' says: "1 have 
lived as a proletarian and I want to die as a proletarian. 1 have 
done my york, I have ' given what I could give. Above all, I have 
given my son.~ This is the Red trad~tion that the Brigades 
represent. 

~ 
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Of the seven BR cadre known to the police as of September 1976 ~ho came 
from the Southern city of Reggio Emilia (Franceschini's home town), four are 
from proletarian families, two from the petty bourgeoisie, and one from the 
peasantry. While three of them became university students, the other four were 
a plumber, a winery worker, a factory worker, and a salesman for a rUbber 
cement distributor. One, Tonio Parou, was the most respected union shop 
steward in his plant. So even though the BR was born of the young 
revolutionary intelligentsia, they came from all classes and many were workers. 

All serious evaluations of the Brigades deal with the BR's wide network of 
support as well. While the BR does not reveal details of its o~ganizational 
strength (and we ourselves have, of course, no way to directly measure these 
matters), it might be useful to review the commonly used public esti~tions on 
this. In the wake of the BR's Aldo Moro kidnapping (he was the Italian 
President-to~be and the single most powerful bourgeois politician) in 1978 the 
New York Times reported: 

"The hard core of the Red Brigades consists of 400 to 500 full-time 
members who are on the payroll of the organization. Their salary is 250,000 
lire (about $400) a month, the minimum wage of an Italian worker ••• 

"Above ground, a second group of up to 1,000 Brigatisti live a seemingly 
normal existence as respected members of Italian society. Specialists in the 
government, press and diplomatic community who have aOt tempted to piece together 
a picture of how the terrorists operate generally believe that the above-ground 
members of the Red Br~gades are men and women in their 30's and early 40's 
whose ties to the organization date back to the student revolution of the late 
1960's and early 70's, and who have since made their mark in life and have 
reached positions of responsibility in government ministries, the police, the 
large nationalized and private industries and the political parties ••• 

"Among the new recruits, specialists say, have been a good many workers in 
the large industries in the Milan and Turin area--Italy's most prosperous and 
most advanced region. This is thought to be highly important--and ominous." 

Public estimates of the revolutionary left's active base were uniformly 
large by the late '70's. Professor Sabino Acquaviva of Padua (one · of the 
militant student centers), a researcher on political violence, put the size of 
the illegal left underground at 4,000-8,000 cadre and the size of the active 
support base at 200,000-300,000. In a major New York Times Magazine story in 
1981, the conservative U.S. journalist Claire Sterling (who has obvious ties to 
the C. LA.) writes of Italy's "so-called Second Society of hundreds of 
thousands of law-abiding citizens offering the terrorists acceptance and 
protection. " 

The question is not whether these estinates are numerically accurate. 
This is not primary for us. Rather they show how all observers have been 
impressed with the dimension of the BR's organizational base. Even if, in the 
current season, repression has disrupted and partially imposed a stillness, 
this doesn't change the important fact that masses of people voluntarily made a 
choice for communism. 

It is an open secret that the BR has an underground among the older 
"Stalinist" trade-unionists of the revisionist PCI ("Communist Party of 
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Italy"). These tough veterans of the docks and steel mills, particularly in 
industrial Turin and Genoa, oppose the revisionist sell-out of their party's 
revolutionary tradition • . Many bitterly condemn the 1945 disarming of their 
partisan guerrilla units by the PCI leadership as the derailing of revolution . 
In Genoa a 49-year-old worker at ltalsider steel works was caught secretly 
passing out BR leaflets by a revisionist PCI union officer, who not only 
informed to the police but testified against his co-worker in court. This 
collaborator, Guido Rossa, was later executed by the BR. 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND 

In order to understand the development of communist armed struggle in the 
1969-1971 period, it is necessary to grasp the importance of fascism in Italian 
politics. The massive university outbreaks of 1968 and the militant st~ikes of 
young factory workers in the "hot autumn" of 1969 revealed how deepening social 
crisis had forced millions into conflict with capitalism. The imperialist 
response was an unleashing of fascist violence in coordination with the State. 
Just as in 1922, when the bourgeois government asked Benito Mussolini and his 
Black Shirt fascist legions to take over state power in order to put down the 
proletarian left, the rotting fascist corpse was reanimated to do the dirty 
tasks bourgeois democracy could not h~ndle. 

The Italian fascist movement began its "strategy of tension," a campaign 
of violence to both directly attack the left and to create a wave of mass alarm 
and chaos to justify a military coup. In this first campaign the fascists 
tried to work . secretly, publicly blaming the left for ' these random, violent 
attacks. In April 1969 bombings began, clumsily at first, with many misfires. 
The fascist trademark was (and still is) bombs aimed at crowded publiC 
areas--train stations, exhibition halls , etc. On August 8, 1969 the fascists 
bombed eight trains, but without any fatalities. On October 4, 1969 the 
fascists tried to bomb an elementary school in Trieste. 

On December 12, 1969 the "strategy of tension" reached its deadly heights. 
The fascist Ordine Nuovo (New Order) bombed the Piazza Fontana in Milan, 
killing 16 and wounding 90. In July 1970 Ordine Nuovo bombed the Rome-Messina 
train, killing 6 and wounding 100. All during this period the fascists called 
for "civil war" against the left and the installation of a "strong" government. 
Their direct attacks against the movement grew. Aided by police, fascist 
squadristi attacked known leftists in the streets in Milan. Newsvendors who 
sold communist newspapers were beaten up. In May 1974 eight activists were 
killed in Brescia when an anti-fascist march was hand-grenaded by Ordine Nuovo. 

The state, acting in lockstep coordination with the fascist counter­
attack., itself moved against the revolutionary left with gathering weight. On 
the day of the naiionwide general strike of November 19, 1969, police jeeps 
charged movement crowds leaving a theater in Milan. Driving up on the side­
walks, the police tried to cause a dangerous panic in the crowd of departing 
youths. In the melee two jeeps collided with each other, killing one of the 
police. Immediately the police and bourgeois press shouted that this cop was 
"murdered" by communists. His funeral became a fascist rally, and Italian 
President Saragat (one of the historic old leaders of Italian Social-Democracy) 
called upon the public to "isolate and inoculate" the movement. 

- / 

In December 1969 the Milan police announced that leftists had done the 



- ',,~ 

4 

random bombing at Piazza Fontana and arrested two anarchists, Valpreda and 
Pinelli.*: Valpreda was held for three years before the charges were finally 
dropped, while Pinelli was thrown to his death out of the office window of the 
chief of the "Red Squad" at Milan police headquarters. Officially his 
"suicide" was "proof" of his alleged guilt. 

In this time the generalized repression of the left gathered significant 
weight. The editors of two leading anti-revisionist newspapers were arrested. 
Italy's most celebrated New Leftist, Giangiacomo Feltrinelli, was indicted for 
publishing an Italian edition of Tricontinental magazine. The old 
Mussolini-era laws making it a crime "to incite class hatred" were revived. 
Between October 1969 and January 1970--the height of the fascist "strategy of 
tension"-some thirteen thousand legal indictments were issued against members 
of the movement. At this time the student struggles were receding from, their 
1968 crest. 

The use of force to finally strike down dissent extended to the 
proletarian masses, as did the generalized use of militant force by the 
exploited to push back with their demands. The signal event was the crushing 
of a farm labor demonstration near Avola on December 2, 1968. The police ended 
the protest by gunfire, continuing firing at those hiding in the fields for 25 
minutes. Two were killed and many wounded, including children. The public 
scandal was enormous, but neither the State nor the parliamentary political 
parties were moved. The strategy of the bourgeoisie, gradually unfolding step 
by step, was to kill the rebellion in society by repressive force--if necessary 
to the most naked and fascistic degree. 

Then, too, a section of the bourgeoisie and its security apparatus 
believed that only a fascist state, reached via a military coup, would be 
"strong" enough to rise above Italy's permanent parliamentary paralysis and 
restore order to the society. In 1964 General DeLorenzo, head of SID (Italian 
military counterespionage police), was exposed while trying to organize a 
fascist seizure of the government. Forced into retirement, Gen. DeLorenzo won 
a seat in Parliament as a leader of the neo-fascist La Destra Nazionale party. 
(At that point some 7% of the Parliament seats were held by the fascist 
parties.) His successor as SID chief, General Miceli, was himself later 
implicated in the abortive 1970 armed coup attempt by fascist leader Prince 
Valerio Borghese (an aristocratic fascist hero of World War II). The SID, in 
the collapse of the feeble take-over attempt, used its secret military 
resources to spirit the key fascist conspirators out of the country. 

The Italian press openly speculated on whether a military "strong man" 
would seize power. So heavy were the possibilities of a fascist coup that 
three times in 1969-1974 the revisionist PCl put its tens of thousands of cadre 
on alert, poised to go underground instantly if the fascist take-over went 
through. 

In 1968 and 1969 the young revolutionaries who would become the core of 
the BR were primarily engaged in theoretical struggle and mass organizing 
within workplace study collectives. Far from being romantically obsessed with 
military action, they were sharply critical of "focoism" and other tendencies 
that . they saw as separating in a subjective fashion the timing of communist 

* It is- now officially admitted to have been done by Ordine Nuovo. 
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development from the general timing of the proletarian class struggle. 

The factory and office collectives were implanting themselves in the 
workplace and achieving the useful-but not spectacular--results ~e might 
expect. At the giant Pirelli tire plant in Milan the revolutionary left had 
successfuly joined with other workers in launching a broad campaign around 
speed-up and safety issues. At the IBM plant in Vimercate they forced the 
company-and a collusive union-to rehire a rank-And-file leader who had been 
dismissed. At Siemens young revolutionaries led an office-clerical workers 
strike, the first strike at the company for 20 years, which included 90 percent 
of the of ice employees. Yet, the progress of the revolutionary left, while 
more than adequate in terms of any given individual workplace. was outstripped 
by events and inadequate in terms of the class struggle as a whole. 

To be limited to the issue of unsafe factory conditions while the 
bourgeoisie was moving its major forces into position to militarily shoot 
society into pacification was objectively inadequate. To be still at the 
political level of reforming the local union while the rise of national fascism 
corroded the present situation ·was objectively inadequate. As the IBM study 
group \o1rote in 1970: "The political vacuum in which the struggle in the factory 
treads marks ••• an inability to give a proper political weight and an adequate 
outgro~th. The bombs that exploded in Milan have objectively closed the 
struggle over collective bargaining contracts." The IBM study group concluded 
that the young revolutionaly left, still not consolidated into a new, genuinely 
communist party, still with only slender roots within the proletariat, had the 
objec~ive choice of either moving to a higher level of development "or they are 
doomed to be inexorably swept off the political stage •• • " 

It was the duty, however difficult, of the revolutionary vanguard to 
correctly respond to objective conditions and thus be able to lead the 
proletariat beyond its present subjective limitations. The higher level was 
armed struggle, to deny the imperialists an unopposed reign of terror and 
repression. The Red Brigades had begun secretly building an armed communist 
underground in 1969. Cadre already active in organizing the BR wrote: "The 
comrades must understand that political struggle cannot be waged unless the 
military dimension of the clash is also assumed ••• The bosses have militarized 
power, let us militarize the clash. II 

THE MEASURES TAKEN 

'The vanguard set forth its political analysis: "The hypothesis therefore 
is that of a long 'protracted war,' in the course of which the ·working class 
strengthens itself in the measure in which it organizes itself ••• for this is 
the crux of the. matter. It is not so much a matter of a speedy victory and of 
vanquishing all (the facile slogans of fledgling manipulators) but of growing 
in a struggle of long duration ••• Revolutionary process and no.t revolutionary 
moment ••• 

"In Europe ••• the hypothesis of the generalized insurrection is 
absolutely illusory. But this does not signify the renunciation of 
as a revolutionary ••• The bourgeoisie has already'chosen illegality. 
revolutionary march in the metropolis is the only adequate respo~se. 
beginr today and here." 

today 
one's task 
The long 
It must 
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All ~his is very far from ~he manipulated image of ~he Brigades as those 
intoxicated with machine guns, whose politics supposedly begin and end with 
violent tactical gestures. The Italian situation 15 especially instructive to 
us, because it shows the working out in practice of the competing ·political 
line·s. For within the movement of young revolutionaries at that critical nexus 
were not only sharply dif-fering lines, but ones that on the surface appeared to 
differ only more subtly. In specific there were instructive differences among 
those who favored armed revolutionary action that proved to be all-important. 

Across the Italian struggle of the 1970's no less than 22 armed, 
clandestine, revolutionary organizations took form (in actuality thousands of 
military actions were done under some 100 names, altbough most of these appear 
to have been ad hoc retaliations by informal groupings of activists) •. 
Demonstrations of the young left were conducted under an escalating atmosphere 
of confrontation. Indeed, under the pressure of fascist violence and state 
repression, armed security squads became the rule at left rallies and ~etings 
(even by those groupings opposed to a~d struggle). Often public movement 
demonstrations ended with shoot~outs between masked pistol-carrying activists 
and the police. The social crisis and the spreading use of force extended to 
all classes. Factory take-overs, take-overs of buses by workers to demand free 
fares, mass fighting in the streets to protest rent increases, were part of 
this phenomenon. The actual birth of organized guerrilla struggle, therefore, 
was not a subjective decision of a few but an inevitable aspect of the overall 
deepening of imperialist crisis in Italy. 

, 1. Among the first armed organizations was that of the Partisan Action 
Group (GAP), whose early contribution was considerable.* The GAP's most 
significant figure was Giangiacomo Feltrinelli, the heir to one of Italy's 
major pUblishing fortunes. Feltrinelli was greatly moved by the freshness and 
heroic directness of the Cuban Revolution and his own meeting with Fidel 
Castro; out of the presses of his publishing house came an amazing Niagara 
Falls of revolutionary writings from around th~ world. 'This was an invaluable 
service to the young revolutionary movement. Convinced of the impending 
reality of a fascist coup, Feltrinelli and his comrades began an underground 
effort in the Spring of 1969. Attacks on corporate offices, expropriations, 
bombing of u.s. consular offices, even innovative mass propaganda through the 
broadcasts of a mobile "Radio GAP," gave evidence of the determination of the 
new fighters. 

While to outward eyes the military actions of the Red Brigades may have 
seemed cut from the same pattern as those of the GAP, the political 
perspectives were different in significant ways. In the U.S. ~ire armed 
struggle too often is taken as simply shooting away, doing expropriations, 
etc ' •• over and over until the masses join you-the "real" questions seem to be 
ones of small-group security and military tactics, while politics seems little 
more than inspirational slogans. The Italian experience shows how armed 
struggle, more than any other form of struggle, is completely dependent upon 
the scientific correctness of political line. 

The GAP aimed themselves directly at the formation of an army, whiCh they 
believed was the main instrument of the class struggle. In contrast, the Red 
Brigades aimed at building ~ an army, but "the armed puty of the 

,:: ( 

* See ~he Red Brigades document following this paper • ... 
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proletariat." It is the vanguard party that is critical to the BR. for without 
it there is no strategic leadership. Since the GAP left the question of the 
Par~y to others (seeking only to be the military fist of the struggle), it 
proved unable to confront revisionism or to stabilize political unity within 
its own ranks. Their initiative and self-sacrifice to start an army could not 
overcome their reluctance to break cleanly with the past. Indeed, the GAP not 
only still looked to the USSR, but still hoped that the revisionist PCI (which 
was the historic party of Italian workers) could be reformed and purified. 

It is not unusual, therefore, that the GAP as an organi~ation had full 
vitality for only three years. The same was true of the later.Armed 
Proletarian Nuclei (NAP), which formed in Naples in 1973-74. The NAP's history 
is related to that of the prison struggle, and more than any other grouping its 
perspective was based on the "lumpen."As one NAP fighter said in court: 

'~e address ourselves to that reservoir of the unemployed, convicts, 
subproletarians ••• An historic alliance between these persons and the 
proletariat is necessary. That is why the NAP are within the masses ••• " 

"an ~~r 31, 1974 ~lMria went to tb~ Florence .crgue t:o !dentifv 
her brother'$ body. She was calm, composed. 'Yes, jt'$ Luca &11 rigbt,' .he 
sltid $implr;. In the death cbamber $he bent over and placed .ome ~ges of a 
booJc between ber brother' • .bands. The.book was Blood In ]10.; Eve by George 
JacJc.son ••• ~ was beart! JrJUrmuring: 'You ·were co~t!nt ~ tii; very end, 
Luca. Forward to victory, we trill avenge r,;ouJ' 'We must be ready to 
consider death as a COz:mlOn thing,' Wol.S written in ODe of tile two pages ~t 
An.rlAIr.aria bad placec be'breen Luc.'$ Mnds." 

Anna..mari. JItlI.ntini. was .. RAP partisan, as ber brother bat! .been. He died 
an expropriation. Ar.nam.sria .as killed or. .7wll 8, 1975 bll S~t. Tuzzolino 

of the Ro1%le -anti-urror1st" $r;uad. Be "Accidentally" abo~ ber tdth bis 
service automatic at point-blank range through the head as be ..-as arresting 
her. 'Up to that day the RAP lad not killed. Seven JD:lnths .later. NAP unit 
shot do~n Sgt. ~%%Olino, leavl him ~rmanently paralyzed. 

Again, the NAP contributed (at a heavy price) to the early development of 
the armed movement. They helped politicize the spontaneous struggle in the 
prisons, and their actions added to the new current. In May 1975. for example, 
the NAP's October 29th Nucleus kidnapped Rome Judge Giuseppe DiGennaro, holding 
him until the authorities agreed to the transfer of three NAP cadre to other 
prisons, and to a nation-wide radio broadcast of a communique on the prison 
struggle. 

The NAP was defeated, its cells broken up and arrested beneath the 
counter-attack of the State. Such defeat was neither final, accidental, nor 
inevitable. Like the Partisan Action Group, the NAP failed to fully reach a 
scientific, proletarian class outlook. They did not, for example, grasp the 
essence of protracted war. Protracted war doesn't just mean "long"; it also 
means '!S'oon", "timely", "build for the years to come"-in other words, a war in 
which the Revolution dominates and utilizes the dimension of time. 
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10 repeat, the BR insisted on "revolutionary process and not revolutionary 
moment." So that while the Brigades had begun organizing by the Fall of 1969, 
it was not until September 1971 that the first BR actions signed by communiques 
appeared. 'I'hose actions related to factory struggles, and were l~ited to 
destroying the cars of executives. There appear to have beeri only a few of 
those symbolic propaganda actions. In 1972 and 1973 there were three 
kidnappings of executives. 

It was not until April 1974--s~ four and one half years after the 
discussions forming the BR began--that the first important military action took 
place. That was the kidnapping of Sossi, the chief prosecutor of Genoa. He 
vas released in return for the promised release of rwo BR cadre--a release 
later blocked by Prosecutor Francesco Coco in a tlbetrayal." It was Coco who, 
after warnings, was the first person assassinated (along with his two body­
guards) by the BR in June 1976. So almost seven years elapsed between the 
political discussions forming the Brigades and their first firefight. 

The Brigades spent years primarily in strategic preparation; building a 
militant base within the proletariat, training cadre and organizing a political 
structure to sustain combatants, to educate the class, and to counter the blows 
of the State. Their noted efficiency (along with their "nine lives") are not 
products of sheer technique, but of correct political line. Not of tactical 
ability alone, but of both strategy and tactics~ 

The NAP, for all their heroism, entered the arena of combat relatively 
late, at the end of- 1973. By "late," we mean at a time when armed struggle had 
already comnenced, the State already "on guard," and many cadres already 
committed elsewhere. Their hurried building focussed on tactically assembling 
fighters, with the depth of infra-structure that characterizes the BR visibly 
lacking. Many NAP cadre had to function on both levels simultaneously, being 
the public militant organizers and also the secret armed combatants. In 
Florence, for example, one NAP cadre was at the same time the public leader of 
the militantly pro-armed struggle Jackson Collective and also the leader of the 
NAP armed expropriation cell. His death in a failed expropriation resulted in 
both the local aboveground and the underground being diso~ganized. The lack of 
security was obvious. Courage and zeal are indispensable, but they are not 
enough alone. In both the GAP and the NAP there was a relationship between 
their class perspectives and their inability, despite much that was so 
commendable, to find the right strategic grasp on picking up the gun. 

2. Developing shoulder-to-shoulder with the current of armed struggle was 
the Autonomy movement ("Autonomia"), which represented the mass struggles of 
the young revolutionary left. While the "Auton·omous Area" had outward aspects 
of the 1960' s "counter-culture ," it was highly political. Autonomia was 
explicitly anti-reformist, standing for self-liberation from the begemony of 
bourgeois institutions, politics, values-a fighting "counter-culture," 1n 
which coffeeshops and Marxist journals blended with independent factory 
committees and neighborhood struggles over tenants' rights. Even the New York 
Times had to notice how, by 1978, Autonomia factory committees had put the---­
bourgeois unions on the defensive: ..... outflanked and savagely fought by small 
ultramilitant groups of workers who beat up foremen, wreck machine tools and 
start fires. i ' Autonomia tried to raise a magnetic pole of rebellious 
attraction in the proletariat that rejected the bourgeois institutionalization 
of · union structures and reform politics. 
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There is no doubt of this movement's historic contributions, its liberating 
awakening from the slumber of revisionism. It is also true that this 
current--which was in the main a revolutionary one--was not able to fully 
overcome a habituation with spontaneity and individualistic militancy. It 
tended to think as though the strategic foundations of revolution could come 
from more militant tactics within mass movements. 

Autonomia, in particular the leading organization Autonomia 0peraia 
{Workers Autonomy)--or AO--generally scorned the building of a vanguard party 
as too elitist and outmoded . Instead, they saw a new type of revolution 
arising from the spontaneous advances of the masses, who woul~ violently fight 
themselves free from the cage of institutionalized and ritualized reforms. 

, 
AO criticized the BR as not only elitist, but as a tendency whose move 

towards tight"conspiratorial organization had caused them to lose close, 
flexible involvement with the mass struggles. Autonomia unfavorably compared 
the small, carefully prepared actions of the BR to the large-scale, spontaneous 
illegality of mass movements. Autonomia was in no way passive, but a current 
in which the highest value was put on individuals becoming autonomous from 
bourgeois constraints, on militancy in all areas of social confrontation. 
Everything from forCibly taking groceries past the cash register without paying 
to ripping out bus fare boxes in the fight for free fares. On the other side 
of this militancy, when natural disasters devastated rural areas Autonomia 
would demonstrate the institutionalized fraud of official relief by sending in 
soup kitchens that instantly functioned. 

The Autonomia "movement on social needs" promoted mass struggle to 
directly take what people needed to live. Their "self-reduction" campaign had 
workers sirnplyu reduce their payments on utility bills, rent, transit fares, 
etc. to a level that each person felt was fair. In the factories ·militants 
were urged to unilaterally improve working conditions by individual absenteeism 
and sabotage of production. Particularly during the intensity of the 1977 
university revolts, with violent student take-overs of campuses, AO's approach 
seemd to some to herald a new road to revolution. 

The Brigades, while supporting the growth in militant. struggles by 
students and young workers, had severe criticisms of Autonomia's spontaneistic 
approach. It was clear even back in the 1960's that much of the young left 
believed that strategy consisted only of joining whatever popular struggles the 
masses swelled in order to push the most confrontational tactics. The cadre 
that were founding the BR specifically pointed .out their disagreem~nt with the 
"elementary" line that made no strategic moves, bnut instead only proposed: 

" ••• to pursue the eruptions of struggle wherever they manifest themselves 
(universities, Battipagua, Fiat, Pirel!i, technicians, bank employees) with a 
single a1m: to produce a 'radicalization' of the struggle through the 
exaltation of the forms in which it manifests itself; the contents of the 
struggles Bre left to take a back seat." 

It had become apparent that the political line of Autonomia contained much 
value, much inventiveness, but also unresolved contradictions. The stress on a 
progra~ of spontaneous, individualistic struggle was, however popular at times, 
unable to work in a strategic manner. For example, the "weapon" of heavy 

. absenteeism in the factories just led to the Autonomia militants getting 
--# 
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themselves fired. Even worse, the brazen stance of promoting the use of force 
without adopting an underground cadre structure or other preparations for 
severe repression ended in tragedy • . Autonomia was, whate·ver it said, counting 
heavily on using bourgeois civil liberties. This is, of course, a complete 
contradiction-revolutionary "autonomy" that 1s tied to the scant protection of 
bourgeois laws. The BR noted: 

'7he resistance movement and the area of Autonomia is built and 
articulated around guerrilla warfare, and not vice versa. To enlarge this area 
signifies, therefore, in the first place to develop the organization of 
guerrilla warfare ••• The 'autonomous assemblies' do not know ·how to get out of 
the false opposition of 'legality' and 'illegality.' They fail to pose the 
question of organization based on real political needs, and thus they end up by 
delimiting the latter within the type of legal organization they have given 
themselves. They cut their feet to make them fit the shoe ..... 

Autonomia has been crushed by State repression. Its journals have been 
banned, its demonstrations no longer permitted. Many of its leading ~mbers 
and many activists have been arrested as "terrorists," with the State charging 
that AD theoretical leaders were the secret generals of the Red Brigades(!). 
Padua University professors Tony Negri, Oreste Scalzone and other prominent 
Autonomia intellectuals were singled out for repression. The reaction has in 
some cases been a furious back-pedalling, with criticisms of the BR for 
"prematurely" antagonizing the imperialists and supposedly touching off a 
repression too heavy to handle. AO leader Franco Piperno, before his arrest in 
Paris, proposed from hiding that an "amnesty" be agreed on, with revolutionary 
fighters giving up and returning to "legal" life while the imperialists freed 
prisoners and ended repression. To this hopelessly idiotic proposal the BR 
replied: "We are only at the start of the war and you already beg for a truce." 

3. The third road taken by young activists of the New Left was to double 
back toward the PCl. Sixties leaders such as Alberto Asor Rosa and Mario 
Tronti eventually decided that no revolutionary progress was pOSSible without 
reforming the giant PCl . and getting it moving again. 

This is hard to appreciate without knowing that the PCl is one of the 
three main institutions of Italian society; more than just the "historic party 
of the Italian proletariat," the PCl ("Communist Party of Italy") is in U.s. 
terms like the White Left, Democratic Party, YMCA and AFL-CID rolled into one 
organization. The PCl usually gets roughly 304 of the national vote, and 
through its elected officials it runs half of .the municipal governments in 
Italy. The PCl trade union arm, the General Confederation of Labor, is by far 
the dominant union grouping, and bas 4 milion members (in Italy union 
membership is voluntary, and in each major factory. workers belong to different 
unions of the competing major political parties). 

Since the Sixties the pcr, once merely a pro-Moscow, election-oriented, 
revisionist bureaucracy, has "ripened" even further. Under the direction of 
its Secretary-General, Enrico Berlinguer, the PCI has become the foremost world 
example of so-called "Euro-communism." The PCI has denounced "Stalinism" and 
Moscow, pledged itself to working only through bourgeois government, and tried 
to apPiear with a freshly painted coat of "humani~m" and "democracy" over it. 
That is to say, the PCl has taken the logical step for revisionism and 
abandoned the historical baggage of its long-ago Leninist past. Where once 
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the PCl fought fascism with rifles in hand, now it is collaborating with 
fascism. 

Marxism-Leninism has long scientifically understood the relationship of 
revisionism to fascism; nowhere has the tie reached so high a stage of unity as 
in Italy.* In the 1970's Italy edged up to the brink of a fascist coup. The 
rising tide of mass unrest and struggle, the feeble anachronism of the Italian 
state machinery~and the paralysis of Italian parliamentary politics (for years 
deadlocked between the conservative Christian Democrats and the revisionist 
PCl) all seemed to press toward the brink of ending bourgeois democracy. This 
did not happen in the expected way. 

The Red Brigades and other revolutionary organi~ations that predicted 
fascism have been crit1ci~ed as alarmist, critici~ed as those who arm to fight 
imaginary dangers while ignoring the undramatic, humble work of mass 
organizing. We can safely say that the BR's analysis (and that of the GAP and 
other groups) was not completely accurate but was close to its target. 

The Italian phenomenon is a type of nascent neo-fascism, with the 
revisionist PCI carrying out some of the functions usually done by a Nazi party 
under full~blown fascism of the old style • . In 1978, after years of 
maneuvering, the PCl and the Christian Democrats entered into the '~istoric 
compromise," Ending 30 years of Left parliamentary opposition, the PCl 
promised to support the reactionary government if they were consulted about 
major policy decisions. 

This "grand embrace" was far more than just a phase of parliamentary 
maneuvering. The PCl's final step into th~right answers an emergency that 
only fascism has usually been able to handle. Capitalism's governmental 
paralysis has been at least temporarily eased, since with the PCI's support 
when necessary the political representatives of the bourgeoisie enjoy the votes 
of right, center and Left in the parliament. Thus there is the panoply of 
bourgeois democracy--elections, changes of cabinet, continual bickering and 
debate--but only one possible government and only one program. 

The PCI has even jumped over the parliamentary right, and has joined the 
outright fascists in vying for the mantle of being the "law and order" party. 
In parliament the party has threatened to bring down any conservative 
government that negotiates with the BR . The PCl has zealously called for and 
voted for each new repressive law asked for by the security agencies. These 
include giving the police greater powers to tap telephones, to arrest suspected 
revolutionaries before any investigation, to imprison those deSignated as 
"terrorists" up to 12 years without trial (and many are so held), and on and 
on. It goes without saying that the PCI warmly approves of Government banning 
of left publications and demonstrations. The leadership of the PCI does not 
merely support, but rather demands, a police state reign of terror against the 
proletariat. 

Berlinguer and his clique atop the PCl saw the deepening social crisis as 
a moment of problems, but also of supreme opportunity. The rise of genuine 

* Benito Mussolini, the Ita:ian fascist dictator from 1922-1945, originally 
came out of .the leadership of the revisionist Italian Socialist Party. He was, 

~ in fact, the editor of their national newspaper. 

. -
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revolutionary forces, particularly in the working class, threatened to 
undermine the b2se of the PCl's po~er. Already in the universities the PCl had 
lost ground it would never regain. So the revisi~nists no les5 than the poiice 
officials desperately wanted to Kill off this vital young left. 

And on the other hand, the inability·of the old bourgeois machinery to 
stop the revolutionary forces created an opening for Berlinguer and his fello~ 
revisionist bureaucrats to join the capitalist front office. The week after 
the Harch 1978 kidnapping of AIda Horo, the Ne~ York Times reported: 

"In the vie~ of many Italians, including anti-communists~ it bas bec~e 
more true than ever that the country cannot be governed without the Comnunists 
(the PCI--ed.). And the Communists have made the most of this feeling. In 
speeches and ne~spaper articles their leaders have been arguing that only a 
mobilization of all the political and social forces of the country can stave 
off the terrorist threat. •• " 

This could be the words of a Hitler or a Hussolini. The PCI spoke of 
"mobilizing" the whole Italian nation into one mailed fist to smash the 
revolutionaries. These neo-fascists (or should we say, "National Socialis~:s"?) 
tell the workers that the No.1 priority is assisting the security police to 
arrest guerrillas . The Nazi movement in Germany gave the bourgeoisie a mass 
apparatus, a network located within every school, factory, office and street to 
act as the fanatical eyes, ears and fists of the State. 

The imperialist use of mass revisionism in a neo-fascist way does not 
achieve everything that a Nazi-type party would do. It does not promote 
ideological fascism, etc, But the great advantage to the imperialists is that 
this nascent neo-fascism mobilizes the masses and places them at t~e service of 
the State apparatus, permits one-party rule, supp~esses the sectors of 
rebellion, disciplines the proletariat--and the flexibility and cooptive 
frame~ork of bourgeois democracy are still retained to a large degree. 
Further, all these crimes are done in the name of "democracy" by a party that 
calls itself "Communist-" Ho~ better? 

The massive network of PCI unions, student organizations, neighbo~hooc 
sections , etc. has been turned into both an informer's network for the police 
and an anti-left thug army . After BR actions the PCI union officers are 
supposed to check if any workers in their departments missed work those days, 
and thus could be suspects. In some cities PCI members have been given lists 
of suspicious signs to watch out for in their neighbors--such as keeping 
irregular hours--that might indicate underground revolutionaries. AO leader 
Piperno ~as arrested in Paris because a vacationing PCI member spotted him at a 
cafe and called in french police. factory rallies and strikes by the 
revolutionary left no longer take place, in part because the PCl has physically 
crushed such attempts with goon squads of hundreds of PCl security men swinging 
cro~ bars and pipes. The police and bosses assist quite happily, of course. 
~y ~ould the imperialists need a fascist coup, with this type of neo-fascism 
(which calls itself "Communist") to give them a mass base? 

The new kind of relationships can be seen in the way that the 
imperialists, acting through the State, have harmoniously put together into 
harness both the fascists and the revisionists. Thus Pietro Calogero, the 
Padua prosecutor ~ho led the mass arrests of the Autonomia theoreticians, is a 

II 
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PCI member. On the other hand, Achille Gallucci, who was in charge of the Mora 
investigation before he got promoted to be chief prosecutor for Ro~e, was a 
known associate of the armed fascist leadership. Gallucci as chief prosecutor 
banned the Autonomia publications and stepped up the repression. So today 
revisionists and fascists work side-by-side in the Italian repressive 
apparatus, uniting under the hegemony of imperialism to exterminate the new 
revolutionary upsurge from below . 

While the PCI's recruitment to the State security apparatus sharply 
increased the repression (and the losses), the Berlinguer clique has not been 
able to make its party base collaborate as well as they had hoped. The 
revisionist leadership did make many new friendships; they were, however, all 
among anti-communists. Party membership has fallen. Even beyond this. many 
members have just gone inactive . The PCI youth organization, the Young 
Communist Federation, lost 60,000 members in the four years after Berlinguer's 
"historic compromise." That 'Was half of their total membership. 

Revisionism in Italy has made its nature clear, and this marks a historic 
turning point. The PCI will increasingly lose its ability to "absorb" and 
muffle new layers of militancy that arise. We could learn from this advanced 
example that revisionism is not just "confused," not: just "not revolutionary 
enough"; it represents the interests of the petty bourgeoisie 'Within the 
proletarian movement. The Italian situation makes this traditional analysis 
come to life. 

INTERNAL STRUGGLE 

The present situation is one of extre~e difficulty for our Italian 
comrades. The imperialist counter-blows have been harsh, the repression of the 
public left created a partial stillness over the surface of Itali~n politics. 
While the repressive machinery has struck many blo~s, it is necessary to point 
out that its characteristic clumsiness is still true. 

As a classic example, after Moro was kidnapped, the carabinieri (the 
national para-military police) released the photographs of 20 "terrorists" said 
to be responsible--it turned out that one was a police agent, two were in 
prison, one was someone who had left Italy three years before, and two were 
photos of the same man with and 'Without a mustache. This is still typical of 
police abilities. 

It is, however, an unescapable reality that the past three years have seen 
serious reverses suffered by t~~ BR. Many have come from internal weaknesses, 
from cadr.e "turning . " In 1980, Patrizio Peci, one of the leading BR cadre, 
"turned" and furnished police with deadly information about underground 
members» sa'fe houses, and organization . Many were arrested as a result, and 
the BR publicly said that Peci's defection "wounded us near the heart." 

In January 1982, the carabinieri freed U.S. General James Dozier. who had 
been a BR captive in Padua for over a month. Antonio Savasta, the group leader 
of the action, not only failed to execute Dozier ~hen the police broke into the 
apartmep t, but soon "turned" police informer. This demoralizi.ng event 'Was a 
great surprise, even after the Peci defection. It was untypical of the 
steadfastness ' of the BR. Questions have been raised about whether the BR are 
~ollapsing, demoralized under the pressure of heavy repression. 
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On a mili~ary plane the BR have, throughout this heavier and heavier 
repression, con~inued to operate. In January 1981 the Brigades captured Judge 
Giovanni D'Urso, the head of Italy's maximum spcurity prisons. At the same 
time imprisoned cadre led an uprising at the Tr~ni ~ximum security prison, 
briefly holding 18 guards. D'Urso was released in return for the government 
closing Asinara, (where Curcio and other BR cadre had been), the security 
prison that was the most remote and with the worst conditions. Carabinieri 
General Enrico Galvaligi, chief of security for the political prisons, was 
assassinated by the BR on New Years Day. 

That summer the BR interrogated, tried and executed Roberto Peci, who had 
been used by police to get his brother to "turn." In the South, in the city of 
Naples, a leading reactionary politician, Ciro Cirillo, was captured and held 
90 days before the imperialists paid a large ransom. In Milan an aut~ 
executive was held until his company (Alfa Romeo) agreed to recall laid-off 
workers. In Mestre an executive responsible for repressing workers at a 
chemical plant was captured and executed. These were just a few of the many 
actions of the "Summer offensive." The New York Times reported: 

"The kidnappings demonstrated the terrorists' continued ability to 
infiltrate Italian institutions. In Naples, the Cirillo affair led officials 
to conclude that the terrorists had moles in the region's administration, of 
which Mr. Cirillo was a member. In the Milan and Mestre kidnappings, the 
terrorists' declarations showed that they had infiltrated a major labor union, 
as a union official conceded in one of the first admissions of its kind." 

As this is being written the radio news tells us that the Brigades have 
assassina~ed ~wo prison wardens in ~wo successive days. How do we reconcile 
this military capacity, this strength of hidden support, Yith the instability 
that has touched even leading cadres? It is well-known that the Brigades have 
been undergoing a protracted inner struggle over political perspective. The 
dominant tendency has been to try and match the imperialists blow-for-blow, to 
step up the level of guerrilla actions as repression intensifies. This is 
certainly understandable; it needs little explanation. 

The opposing point of view has been held by many leading BR cadre, 
particularly those in prison. In their 1980 document a discussion on 
subiectivism and militarism, Renato Curcio, Alberto Franceschini, and other 
cadre sharply criticize "military subjectivism" Yhich has led to a one-sided 
concentration on tactical technique at the expense of strategic revolutionary 
politics. Thus, in their view, guerrilla P.O.W.s "turn" because the 
organization now produces fighters who are not and in some cases are unfit to 
be politically armed. Straining to overcome the repression on a purely 
military plane, the organization in the field has increasingly been 
concentrating everything on tactical military operations. Tactics over 
strategy. 

This "militarist subjectivism," in the Curcio-Franceschini view, is "a 
noose around the neck of the proletarian revolution." They point out that it 
is: "a course which must be criticiz.ed because it revives in the ranks of the 
urban proletariat one of the original vices of the capitalist mode of 
production: the separation between thought and action." This is ~hy, according 
to thi~view, the BR has developed some cadre whose military-technical 
abilities appear impressive, but whose political stability and class stand are 
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weak (which leads to military disasters). 

This is the original debate from 1969-72, between the "Red Army" posltl.on 
of the GAP and the "armed party" position of the BR, now reproduced at a higher 
level. The BR position now restated in that document does not retreat an inch 
from armed struggle, but still insists that it must be cast in protracted war 
based in the masses. Therefore , in their view, in this period of heavy 
repression and imperialist counter-offensive the first task is to sink deeper 
underground roots within the proletariat, increasing agitation, and giving 
industrial workers clear political leadership for mass struggles. 

This view holds an unchanged analysis of the long-term nature of the 
imperialist crisis, in which: "Class tensions coagulate with the prospects of 
civil war and the authoritarian transformation of the State reaches and goes 
beyond the point of no return . " 

Thus, they point out that: ' ~ithout a program that explains the social 
goals of the war it is not possible to mobilize all the proletarian components 
whose objective interests are at stake and without this mobilization the 
development of the war is impossible. Militarism cannot defend against this 
vicious cycle." By concentrating everything on their own immediate military 
actions and nothing on steadily organizing larger forces for the protracted 
future, "the organization becomes everything and the proletariat its cheering 
section, its reservoir of cadres . " 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
This revolutionary struggle in Italy, which has gone through such a rapid 

and complex development, is enduring a period of great hardship. Not only in 
terms of the inevitable errors and losses, but in the temporary ebb of mass 
struggle. The corporations are breaking up their great factory complexes, and 
laying off tens of thousands as they shift production to new systems of 
smaller, widely scattered factories that are highly robotized or automated. 
The proletariat has been hit very hard, and is being forcibly taken apart and 
reshaped. This is just the most evident "pacification," a step. in the 
imperialist stage our Italian comrades refer to as "restructuration." 

In this brief introduction to the Italian revolutionary struggle we have 
been forced to give only the most general outline. Entire areas of importance, 
such as the distinctive analysis the Italian revolutionary left has reached on 
the present stage of' world imperialism were n~t dealt with because we felt it 
not possible to adequately discuss them in our restricted space. 

, 

We do not believe that the program of the Red Brigades is a prescription 
to be swallowed whole by movements within the u.s. Empire. Just as they 
struggled to critically examine and learn from the experiences of other 
communists movements--but never to imitate anyone--so we, too, should use in a 
communist way the knowledge our Italian comrades have paid so dearly for. 
Despite storms of repression, the guerrilla struggle in Italy will endure and 
advance to final Victory! 

f "OUR DEMAND FOR CO~NlSH IS INDESTRUCTIBLE" 

" 



COHMU1fIQUE NO. ~: 

ON THE DEVZLOPMENT OF THE GAP-FELTRIN!:LLI ~ 3-31-1979 

It it is possible to apeak of a beginning in the politicu history of the 
Partis&Il Action Group (GAP) ~ it would be the appeu thAt ccmn.de Giangracomo 
leltrinelli :made to the elltire class DIOTe:ment in the Spring of 1969. . 

In many circles there Ya.S an attempt to distort IUld depreciate the con­
tents ot this appea.l. IUld the!"efore it Ya.S DeTer earetully ex:a::rl.ned. lmt hov 
effec:tiTely it applied to the objective conditions of those year·s, ca.:o :para­
dorlca.1.ly be proT~n by the I.e~ta.ted &:ad feTerish sea.reh ot his SeTerest cri­
tics tor "Ca.ra.binieri-proof" night sheltersa.:od lecret, back country paths 
&( ross the Ita.l.ia.:o frontiera. 

It va.s said thAt l'e1trinelli hAd h.a.lluciDa.tions about a "fascist coup" 
and thAt a..s a result his politica.l line simply a:lOunted. to mechanica.lly re­
peating a worn-out · a.na.lysis based on the experiences of the Resistance period 
(during 'World 'War ll-Ed.). 

This va.s completely talse! 

The s-pectre of coups has ce:-tainly never stopped disturbing the ~eams 
of the Ital1a.n Left 1n this long a.nd dark postva.:- period. July 1960, &lld in 
1964, Cara.biniere General De Lorenzo, r~nds us thAt long before 1969 rela­
tions betveen the bourgeoisie a.nd the proletariat hAd been characterized by 
open connict a.nd not exa.ctly "democratic" or constitutional solutions. 
Yeltrinel11 va.s a. man of his times, a ~11ita.nt !.!:lOng trlli ta..nts who asked 
th~elves in moments of c!"isis vhat to do, hov to behave so as not to betray 
one's c~ist orientation, one's idea.l.s of soci&! equality a.nd freedom. 

But this sa.id, the discussion is barely begun, because, already in the 
Spring of '69. Feltrinelli does not lbit hbself to a.l.ar:ning his comrades 
vith a general prediction of a coup; out of the c~plex of tensions that be­
set the bourgeoisie, he finds the unresolved nodal problem of Italian capit­
alist develo~ent, ~iscovers the potentiAl ~or a bre~ in this development, 
e.nd concludes that a.:nong the possible develo~ents on the proletarian side 
tha.t of armed struggle is. vitbout doubt the most rar-s~ghted. 

In those times Italian capitalism, haTing tor a long ·time lived on a 
regimen of lOY ~es and intensiTe exploitation or the labor force, found 
itself taced vith the double necessity of adapting itself, at least in part, 
to the other more advanced European econo::.ies, and. expanding its ovn internal 
JCarket. 

While tor Capital, the va.ve o~ struggles around the nev labor contracts 
that loomed on the horizon could be, on the one hUla, the occasion tor a ju:np 
in this direction; 00 the other hand, they could also turn out to be a jump 

. . in the dark. 

The strength accumulated by the vor~ing class, particularly at'ter 1962~ 
• J 

vas great &:ad. it vas & strength no longer controlled by the unions. If this 
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strength had. been translated. into a demand. for pover instead. of _htple va.ge~ ~ 
bov could. it haTe been contained, given the "obsolete institutions of the 
State"t 

And. then also, hov would. the al.reaciy shaken political equilibriU!!l of our 
country have been a.tfected. by the first clouds of tbe monetary and finaIlcial 
.torm that began to roll in :rrom the U.S •• foresha.doving nothing goOd ror tbe 
entire 1.mperia1.ist world! And.. finally. giTen the clear international. Tetoes 
agdnst a direct or inclirect ulSociation of the PC! (the reTisionist, pro­
Moacoy "Ccmmnm1at Party of Ita1.y"-Ed..) in & nev pa.rlis..mentary ma.jority. Tetoes 
imposed by the Atlantic Pact of NATO and. recon!irmed by Ifixon 'I!I Tisit. Yhat 
political. e.l..liance vould. have had. the strength to impose the deep-going reor­
ga.n.1u.tion nece~aary to mainta.in the expansionary capitalist cycle? 

It is from tl;lese questions that Feltrinelli drays his conclusions and. 
poses on the order of the day for the co:rades & discUBsion of the possibi11t~ 
of a preventive "Italian-style coup d' etat" or s.t least a formidAble shi.fi to 
the right of the political life of the country. 

In substance he says: 

"In & moment like this when the threatening spectre of an international 
finaneial and econ~c crisis appe~s, Italian capitalist developoent is faced 
vith obstacles trom both its superstructur~ as vell as verking class demands. 

"Recourse to s. coup d' ets.t or a r&d.ical authorituian shift. to the right 
would be cOQPletely in kee?ing vith the needs of the ~st~ and. its need to 
resolve, if onl.y to its te:porary ad.vantage, the most acute contracUctions of 
the moment. tI 

Yeltrine~i underlines different ~tives that veuld. induce the "lay and 
order blOC," headed by the Christian De::rocratic Party, the big Ite..lian entre­
prene'.lrs, the :1li'te...-y and interna-:ioruU forces, to ad.opt the preventive 
milit!L...ry-political solutions 'We referred. to. It is venh quoting one of these 
motives in particular due to its CurTent relevance: 

"Tbe functioning ot the state apparatus, ot the government aDd the Ital­
ian pfU'"tyocre.cy .•• clashes vi th the exigencies ot I!)Odern Italian and interna­
tional capi ta.1ist industry. There is talk in I:l8..!lY qua...."""ters theretore-a.nd. the 
dra.~ers of' the 1980 Pl.a.n of the Hinistry of the Budget make s-pecific mention 
'of' this--ot the obsolescence ot institutions ••• 'I'Oday for large industry and. 
international imper1allgc the existing political O,1stem--even leaving &sid.e 
its poor a.d!!linistration by the Christian Democrats aDd. the basic els.ss limita­
tions ot the constitution .on 'Yhl.ch it is. founded-is an objective obsta.cle to 
to the develo~ent of' a colonial-type cap1 tallsm vh1ch is pllLlllled for Italy in 
the next fev .years;" 

It is certainl.y not correct to speu of "colonial" development (thi.s 
phrase reters to the theory that Italy vas being reorgani%ed. as & aemi-colony 
of the U.S. and the other big RATO pavers-Ed..), since the economic mechanisms 
alres.d.y operating in those years vere those ot a groving internationalization 

·of capital and. consequently the groving d~nation of the multinational eor­
porations. Ita.l1a.n capita.l1s:m vas, in other verd.s, entering the phase of im-
perl&1i~ _~f the ~tination&1s. . 
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R&Ting made this necessary qualification, the significance of the thesis 
expounded by Feltrine1.ll has 'beecme increasingly clear in these last f~ 
years. The process of political, eeonomic and milltary restructuring of the 
old post-fascist Sta.te into an 1mperi&!.irt Sta.te is a perfeet eDCnPle. In " 
tact, the rtrengthe!rlng, beginning in the 1960'., of ODe faction of the 1.mpe­
rla.l.ist bourgeoisie. cc::m!es into contradiction vi th the nepotistic, pe..rasi tic, 
~ia-like administration of the State and calls forth a reorganiza.tion of the 
State Yithin the framework of multinational capital1Km. 

h ve obserTed in our 1"ebru.a.ry 1978 Strategic Resolution: "In this aame 
period the .-apranational institutions (00', !:Ee. 1O..TO) t nth Yhich the imperi­
alist bourgeoisie Y&IIts to 1l:tpose their globa.l strategy, grav in strength and 
USlmle & degree of paver Yh.1ch allOYS th~ to subordinate the 'national 

" .tates t and :a.ke thee york for their i.mperi&!.ist ends. tl:m.s " forcing the na­
tional ~te8 to reorganize their internal struetures. ~ese States in re­
atruetm-ing themse1Tes. prepare themselves to carry out tvo rtmdamental: roles: 

"1. Trans::dssion belt tor the strategic globa.1eeono:nic interests of 
do::rl.n&Ilt imperi&llsm. 

"2. StabUiu.tion of the region, thAt is to say the organization of the 
pre-rentiTe counter-reTOlution to a.n.n1h11ate a..ny fooliSh revolutionary plans." 

"for this reason in the Tariows national sta.tes ve see the progressive 
decline in the poYer of parlia:ment &Ild the strengthening of the executive 
'b:-&!1ch. In the cO:lstitutional bourgeois states in fact, Parli~ent t 1nstitu­
tione.1.l.y speaking, is the place where, 'by means of 'struggle t betveen the par­
ties, a synthesis should take place of the T8.TioUs, specific region&!. inter­
ests of vhich these parties are the exp:-e!sio:l; but in this fonn Parli~ent is 
hard for il:lperiuiS"::l to 'govern,' &Ild therefore is an inefficient instru::lent 
for the realization of i~s policies. 

In !t ead , the executive (branch of government-Ed. ), to the extent to vhieh 
it is directly controlled and staffed by imperie.lirt pe:-sonnel, is capable of 
carrying out this t&sk. much %!:tOre efficie!1tly. We a.re therefore vitness to ell 

inversion of roles: the State is no longer, as it vas in the l1beral-de=ocra­
tic tradition, the expression of various parties, but naY it is the parties 
vhich are the expression of the State; and the executive is no longer the p0-

litical expression of the relations of forces in Parli~ent, but the 'foreign' 
instr1l!llent of the imperialist bourgeoisie in that na.tional region. 

"It is, in other yords, the State naY 'Which 'WIes the parties; renves 
then through public financial aid and ll1'es them to mobilize and organize the 
m&sses a.-ound their policies." 

I~ tbe reared institutional ruptures have not taken pla.ce despite Piazza 
Yontan.a (a tascist lxmbing in Milan in December, 1969 that kille11 16 people 
and vounded 90 others-Ed.) and other State-inspired massacres, this does not 
inva.lid.ate the Bub!tance of Yeltrinelli's a.n&!.ysis. Oby1ou!!ly, he could not 
foresee the multiplicity or fores that such a complex political proce~s vould 
take. Feltrinelli vas aware, in any case, of the possibility or a non-mili­
tary evolUtion of the crisis; 1II0 much 80 that at the end of his doCument he 

"-



YU'nS against the tendency to allov the same comrter-re'V'Olutionary develop­
ments to take 1I1a.c:e in 5. m&sked fashion, using "democratic" cover: 

"l'io.al.ly it's necessary to make one f1na.1 and. ~ importl!.Ilt :political 
obserration: the Tery fa.ct that 5. coup d 'ets.t is pos!!!1ble or there eTen exists 
the e:r:rective thre&t of one, is enough by itself to ptl.3h the Yhole course of 
It&lian politic&l life to the right. This is a rightvard shirt that is &l-

. ready taking place. The fact that a governmeIIt Minister in poYer (Colombo) 
could declare th&t 'There ia no ilnminent threa.t of a coup d' eta.t in Italy' is 
& m&tter of such seriousness thAt it c&lls for & complete conde:ml&tion of the 
existing system;maldng necessary concrete measures and initiatives to strug­
gle for the fina.! destruction of the system and the thre&ta vith which it 1s 
l.a.den. A coup d' et&t, & ra.dica.! aIld &utheri ta.rian t'tIMl to the right, must 
therefore open up a new, more adTlmCed ph&se o"f struggle • . 

"The brutal. interTent10n of the forces of repression, as the lAst line of 
defense of capit&list lIOVer, vill this time de"fin1tively vipe out the hope of 
carrying out the indispensable social e.:d pol1tica.! improvement o"f the vorking 
el&ss solely through the yeapon o"f criticism and. democntic persUAsion. This 
vill mean tbe final eclipse not only of Re-rlsionism-alread.y eonde:ned by his­
tory-but &lso of the hypothesis that it is possible to carry out a socialist, 
reTOllItion vithout the criticism of Yea.pons." 

This conclusion of Feltrinelli's crushes, vitho'l:t a:::.y po!Ssibillty of 
~u1"V'Oc&tion, the false th~!"j'" of two Feltrinellis~ne truppO!Sed.ly ·'tbe de:no- . 
cnt and the defender of existing institutions against the thre&t o~ fascist 
coup" and tbe other (ve don't understand hov or y;.,-y or rro~ vhAt ~errt) sup­
posedly "destructive" and re"V'Olution.a..ry. A kind. of Dr. Jekyll aIld Mr. Hyde, 
in other words! 

It is his verds instead that propound for ~ as early as the Spring of 
1969 &Il offensive, r~lutiona..ry, anti-capitalist, anti-imperi8J.ist &Ild anti­
Revisionist perspective of a..-..ned struggle for cC1m!:rull.1sm! 

This is OUT ata..~ing point for unde:-ste.nc.ing all the successive develop­
~ents. It is tbis perspective that l~uncbes the practice of armed e~bat of 
the c~~des of the GAP. 

The GAP Brigades are formed in the Spring of 1910, and take their "first 
steps on the ten-&1n o"f a.r:ned. propags.nd.a. 

Their initi~tive breaks vith 30 years of systemAtic political, ideologi­
cal, and ldlitary disarming of the vorking class by Revisionism. The ques­
tion of the historic possibility and. necessity of s.rmed Itrugg).e in our coun­
try is cont'ronted in. pra.c.tice, thus proving that eTen in Italy, even in a.n 
a.dva.nced capitalist country, it is possible to cha.!lge the correlatioll of for­
ces betveen the classes moving tovard & solution to the contra.diction which 
Ol'poses the proletariat to the bourg~isie. 

Thus, in one ot the first transmssions by Radio GAP. it is stated.: "Tbe 
. path of com:mmist revolution, the path of the fina.l liberatioll ot the It&lia.n 
·p!"oletari&t and. verkers "fro:::! the domination and. exploitation o"f Ita1.:1an and 
foreign capi ta.l reCluires & long and hard var. Blr. the partisan brigades, the 
com-a.des a:fd the Italian workers have nov finally set out on this path. Tbe 

.-
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partisan 'V'8.l:lg'U&re'-s t yorkers t lAborers and reT'Oluticnz..ry students Yiil march 
compa.ct and united on the path o~ liberation, on the pa.th o~ com:::runist revolu­
tion until ~in.a.l Tictory. For Comrunism, ~orvard to the ~1.nal-Tictory over 
capitalism and ~iali~." 

In this appeal to an unspecifiee'- proletariat t Yhich still refiects the 
lack o~ a deep-going cla.ss analysis, the basic theory that 1. p%":)pounded is 
that o~ the possibility and necessity of a protracted reTOlutionary ~ as the 
Ollly means of abolishing ane'- going 'beyone'- the cs.pitalist mode of production. 
It is a thesis whose historic T&lidi ty noone can doubt arry longer. . 

!'he first acts o~ L""med propag&nda contribute in a dec1!!1.re ~ tovard 
disscl Ting the theoretical kDct that in those years ha.d i.lI:!mob1ll%ed the revo­
lutionuy potential o~ the proletaris.t. 

The new reality represented by the appearance on the scene of class 
struggle o~ the first briga.des of ccr!::!:nln.ist ~ighters has the e~rect of stimu­
lating a debate among the most adva.:!lced and combative elements of the proleta­
riat. This accelerates the process of separation o~ the sincerely revolution­
ary ele!nents t'%-om the opportunist ones, and the opportunists t room for maneUT-
er begins to 'be restricted. ... 

De!:pite the ~ediate and angry c~ign or psychological va:r~are un­
-leashed by the revisio~ists, formations of ccrmcunistcambatants are constitu­
ted. and consolidate thm.seives in Genoa, Milan, 'l'rento, and Turin. In Genoa, 
in fact, the c~ades of the III GAP begin to operate, and in Milan the Valen­
tino Canossi Brigade (vbich takes its n!U!le from a construction worker vho vas 
a v1:tim ot' "vhite ho~icide"), begins a ca:::!p8.ign against "vh1te ho:rlcide." 
Canossi is one of thousands of yorkers vho each year are sacri~iced on the al­
tar o~ Capitalist prot'it. 

In the GAP, co~ades from diverse political backgrounds and struggles 
come together and enrich the political debate with multiple political ten­
sions. 

The doclnant politice1 line is that vhl.ch poses "anti-eoupism" as the 
central question. For the COI!lr'ades vho hold this polition, the main enemy to 
be de!eat~ 115 the "lay and order bloc," Yhich in these years mani~ested 
F~sch1st tendencies. 

The minority line, more an attitude than a real and proper politica.1 
line t va.s a.d'V'&Ilced by several. young comra.des no because of their yotrth and 
limited experience die'- not carry the same political and decision-~ing veigbt 
u the other ring. These young comra.des t in geDeral t cla.1med that the princi­
p8.l coritra.diction YaS nth American imperialism. They proposed "an ever-ex­
panding and intensified partieipation iD the international anti-~rialist 
var." Even vithin this grouping the sill:plirlic interpretation o~ proletari&!l 
inte.rnationAlism-vhich vas Tery common in those yeu-s-Y'&S at york. Guerril­
la varfare within the metropolitan centers o~ imperialism (1. e. the major op­
pressor nations-Ed.) va.s understood S.15 aubordinated to the struggles of' the 
peoples o~ the Third Vorld. Tht:.S, its essential characteristic vas lost: that 
o~ being a principal tront in the anti-imperialist class Yar. 

- ( 

This notrlthstanding, these CO!!lre.des tUl"lled their ottensive struggle .. 
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against ~he most hateful manifesta~ions of capitalist development--such as, 
for instance, the "vhite homicides" and against Ue fascists. The inten~ '-1as 
to "develop a profound political ~ie with the masses. Fight to grow. fight to 
become popular among the masses, to give the masses a new sense of security 
_and revolutionary perspective." 

In Intervie>l vith ..!. partisan of the .y.:.. Canogsi GAP Brb:ade, speaking of 
their political program, they state that it is necessary to conduct: "acts of 
reprisal against the bosses and actions in support of the struggles and -de­
mands of the '-1orkers, giving preference to those situations in vhich the op­
ponent, the boss, is the first to break the lSW', his ~ law. For example, 
injuries froe unsafe working conditions, the dem~ds of construction workers 
for an end to piece-work, of subcontracting work, of 'black' work specific­
ally outlawed by the bosses' own laws (black market employment-Ed.). It's a 
reform demand. if you want; all the better we .try if in relation to this legal 
demand, in rel~tion to this obvious contradiction of the enemy, ~ can take 
revolutionary action and initil!1tive. To mobilize around the demands of the 
masses. to take advantage of the contradictions of your opponent, this is the 
certain '-1ay to build political ties to the masses." 

Cotuade Giangracomo Fe1trinelli ("Osvaldo") made the greatest contribu­
tion to the formation of the GAP, although he vas the main proponent of the 

-first of these two political lines. He was also the only one, as later ev-
-ents '-1i1l prove, who was authentically revolutionary, non-opportunist and ca-
pable of critically reexamining and developing his political positions. 

Osvaldo vas certe,1D1y innuenced 'by the su.-rlTal of the myths of the Re­
sistance (the ~ed, anti-rl!1sc1st :partisan movement dUTing World War IT-Ed.), 
vhich .~e or his closest c~es uncritice.1.ly revived. This led h.il:l to 
.e~ch for 1!1 kind or historical continuity betveen the Resistance !!!Dd the 
na.SCe:lt guerrilll!1 ~ve:ment; to see the 1l!1tter a.s the unfolding, the second 
pha.se, a.rt.er a thirty-year int.e:T'UP'tion, or the Pa....-tis&:l var of libera.tion. 

We ~e not conce:rned here vith passing political judgcent on vDl!1t the 
Re!iS"tance ~e!Ult to the Ita.lie..n pro1ete:il!1t. We simply are saying thAt the 
rise of armed struggle in the '10 I S vas not a revival. of older struggles, but 
the beginning of a nev cycle of revolution.ary struggles m.a.d.e -possible by the 
specific conditions of capitalist development. 

The "continuity" nth the Resistance 1s seen by us only as that contiDU~ 
ity that ties together U1 the struggles of the proletariat in that long his­
torical process of its liberation, not instea.d as a reTiTal of politicl!1l 
questions only relevant to a ~ecific historic&l- situation such as the Resis­
tance. 

A .econd element pll!1Ys a nega.tive role in ccn::rade O~do's strategic 
outll.De: "e' re speak 1 ng ot the concept of tIthe SociaJ.ist Camp." 

Ee -Y&s aware of the degree ot revisionist degeneration, of the restorl!1-
tion of the capitl!1liBt mode of production in the torm of State Cl!1pitalism, 
tb.a.t b.e..d occurred in the USSR a.nd Eastern Europe. But. his critique Y8.S a.1-
ways TagUe, a.nd as & result he vas not able to see all the inescl!1pable conse­
quences • . _ ( 
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Ris complex ties to Cuba fed this 'P011tice.l. "ambiguity;" in fac:t. Yhile 
OBT&.ldo stil1 eonsidered Cuba ILIl example for all the reTOlutionary forces in 
the world. that nation ha.d "a.l..re8.dy chosen " its subordinate p1a.ce inside the 
s o-c i e.l. -1JItperi &1.i st ca:::p. 

OsV&1do 's illusions are clearly spelled out in an October 1971 document: 
~e Ybo considers the Cuban revolutionary Yar to be OTer evidently does not 
recognize re&lity, not eTen when be a~s it. And be tmdersta,nds Ter7 little 
of questions of reTOlutiona.ry strategy. The reTOlmionary va.r, the rmlu­
tionary process. is. in fact, a continental reT'Obrtiona...~ process. And it 
rll.l not end until there is a decisiTe Tic:tory CJTer broeri&1.is:m in Latin 
America." . 

'1'oday, as if it were still necessary to p%"OTe it, the role assumed by 
Cuba Yithin tbe framevork of the aocial-imperialist strategy in A:rrica has 
remoTed ~~ foundation for this illusion. 

We be1.ieve that tearing It&1.y tree tram the il:rper1&1.ist chain requires a 
aeU'eh for a different. nev and independent role "for our COU!ltry in the in­
ternational di nsion of labor and. the vcrld market. 

This ~eans tha.t in the ri val.ry betveen the tvo .-uperpovers there is no 
room for the¢retica.1 ambiguity and tactic&1. games. IUld in no case can we sup­
po:-t the interests of one to fight the other. Therefore o~ revolutionary 

. course, to remain proletarian, not only in form but also in content, :ust 
safeguard its ~ti-i:?erie.l.ist and anti-so-cie.l.-imper1a1i5t chara~er. 

There is then a third ele:ment that gives a positive charac:ter to the 
cCI!:plex contribution that Coc-a.de OsV"a..ldo ma.de to the elaboration of a revo-
1utiona.ry strategy for our country. 'We're speaking of the recovery of that 
vhicb most clearly e:lerges tro:n Cbe'!I me!s~e: revolutionary will, and a mil­
itant nev conception of proletarian internationa.1i~. 

The rerl"'n.l. of revo11..-tiooary Yill contributed. to the libera.tion vithin 
the metropolitan proletariat of nev energies, until then 1.:!:!prisoned by the 
fate.l.istic deter:l:l" nim of officiaJ. marxism. RevisioniS!n, in fa.ct, is nothing 
but the finaJ. heir of the econ~st-mecha.nistie vulg!--ities that had charac­
teri~ed the Second and Third Intern~tionals. 

'l'b.1s neY mi.litant conception of proletarian inte:rnationa1ism instead leii 
to 8. deeper analysis of guerrilla ~fare in Latin ~ic8.. 

~e "Guevaraism" tendencies of Comrade Osvaldo 1n..'f'l.uenced many others to 
seek direct knovledge of these experiences and vas fine.11y translated into a 
pra.eticAl-att~ to apply the generu principles of guerrilla V'8.l":te.re in the 
European metropolis. 

OsTa.ldo vas one of the first to understand the strategie ~rtance of 
this nev for:n of proletarian VU": urban gue!"Tilla varfare in the heart or im­
per1&1.ism. So mucb so that for ~ there vas no stra.ight line !rom the moun­
ta.ins of BoliTi& to the 'Eu--opean and Italian metropoli, as some acoundre1.s 
ha-Te tried to make us belieTe. He vas able to draY the essential conclusions 
from the revolution!L""Y experienee of abe: he understood, in other vcrds, the 
eOl:%plex d:e&e1op:ne~t that . led trom the BrazUian experhnce of Carlos Mari-
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~elllL to the Tupam.e...."'"'Os, vi th the ra.dical. .hirt ot 'the center of reTOl.ution~ 
a:ry initi&tiTe from the countryBide to the gr'es.t urbs.n ce:nters. .Arid, in 
t&et, he chose Mi1an &15 the terrain to giTe li:t'e to bis reTOlutionary exper­
ience; Yhich, among other things, he put in IL continental. fr&mevork. These 
are bis verds: 

" 

"The European left bas the ta.sk ot rinding the ta.ct1cal solutions that 
are right tor Europes.n conditions, IL8 Yell u tor elLch ~pean country _ (In 
tbe course ot difterent reTOlutiona....-y lB:)Tements, which may arise in the Tari­
ous c01lIltrles o:t' the old continent, .. eontinents.l rtrategy rlll inert ta.bly 
take sbs.pe. In our protr&cted war this continental stra.tegy vill be a deter­
mining t&etor.)" 

'!'be ult1m.a.te, though certainly not only, proof o'r this attitude 'Vas his 
interest in and mili ta.nt solida.ri ty vi th the cOl!!ra.des of the Rotee Armee 
1'ra.ktion, vhl.ch in West Germany bad opened a. nev front of anti-1:mperiuist 
cla.ss var. Ris transls.tion and distribution of one of the ':first political 
manifestos ~f the RAF proves this. 

Bor did his a.ctiTity &8 a milits.nt revolutionary limit itself to this. 
On m.a:ay of his trips he put himself s.t the service of ditterent revolutionary 
and a.nti-i!l:peria.list orga.niza.tions in Latin Aneries. and J.t'rica.. And if in 
our country inrormation on these struggles rea.ched a vide proleta.rian audi­
ence, it vas due in ls.rge measure to his m~~y-raceted militant activity. We 
refer to the It~1~ edition of the magazine Tricontinental. to the publica­
tion of Cbe' s vri tings and di~ies, and the ae.n.Y panphlets and books tha.t re­
Teal.ed the theories of the prineipU revolutionary groups o~ those yea.rs. 

And ti:uUl.y, to illustrate hie concept ot proleta.rian internationa.lism, 
Ye do not vish to be silent a.bout the unconditional political. s-upport and 10-
gistic res: bases he supplied to the revolutioIl!!.l"'Y cell tha.t executed the 
bangmen Quinta.n1lla, right in his la.ir in the Bolivian Consulate in ~burg. 
Quintanilla. vas the butcher yho cut orf Che t s hands and gave the:I:l to his 
Amerikan C.I.A. bosses. 

At this point it is necessa...ry to dr&V a. generu picture of his strategic 
tneor1es &5 they a.ppeared in his la.st docu:ent or October 1971: Class Strug­
!k or Clas s ;(B.!"! 

At the center of his thinking Osvaldo pla.ces an essent1s..l theory ot rev­
olut1on~ ~~: only the pol1tica.l-m1lita...~ conquest of tbe sta.te all~ 
the prolet~ia..t to change ca.pit&list rela.tions of produetion into ccr.mmmist 
ones. 

This conquest necessa.rUy requires the use ot reTolutionary Tiolence, 
since the ruling cla.sses neTer willingly leave tbe sta.ge of history, eTen 
vhen they bave exha.usted their ability to rule. 

ReTOlutionary violence therefore is the c&talyt1c &gent ot socia.1 
change, and a.l..l past humaIl history .boys this. 

Ve a.re .not concerned here with reca.pitulating the eTeIlts between 1960 
a.nd 1970 th.a.t coIrVinced Osva.ldo of this thesis. Certa.inly the great student 
a.n!l verting' cla.ss movements 0:1 the one hand, a.nd the tremendoua ma.ssa.cre that 
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the State engineered in Pi&.%u lontana on the ethel", innuenced him. 

Closing vith the question, "Where are ve today in the Autumn of 19711", 
he &Ilsvers: - "The vprke.rs 1 of!ensiTe h.a.s ~en broken by the ma.ssiTe counter­
offensi Te of the ene:!!Y. Not only has c&pi ta.1imn not collapsed. and preinsur­
rectiona....-:r con(tition..s not been created (IUS acme people predicted), but the 
enel:lY has illTested all. his paver in aD offensive vhich is at the same time 
politic&l-m.il.itar:r (repression), economic (crisis) ,a,nd cultural •. " 

l"rom the ba.sic&1ly negatiTe &Dd pessimistic balaIl~e sheet o'f the prol~ 
tarian struggl.es of 1968-1971 (a!"ter three ye&rs of struggles and sacrifices 
we &re not much ttIrther ahead of Yhere ve were in 1968), Osvaldo draYS the 
conclusion that a "leap" is ineTitable. 

"The m&.8S ~~ent o'f ·these la.st f~ years &Dd the atta.ck on the c,u1tu­
ra1 institutions of cap1tal1~ haTe been broken by the politica1~litary 
superiority of the ene:=y. The reTOlutionarj thrust and the d~ds of the 
masses haTe lacked strategic force; a revol'1ltionary politicu-milita.ry coun­
terpower Yhich could engage ~ vear doVIl aDd disarm the poli tical-mili tary 
pOyer ot the ene:!!Y. Wh4t ha..! been missing is the revolutiona...-y proletarian 
&r!!IY, the lDotor force of eTery revolutioIl!.lj p:-ocess, eve:::y revolutionary 
YU', the force that lmites the cl&ss and 1e&ds the reTOlutionary YU". And 
it there is no revolutiona.ry !!.l"mY, & re-vol utiona.ry counterpover cannot be 
created. If the revolU'tiona..-.oy ~ hAs ~en laek1ngthis 1s due to the tact 
that the essentia.1 character of class con..-rJ.iet &s class YU' has been denied." 

OaTaldo s&v the need 'for this "leap" &s deriving more fro!!!. the deep con­
tradictions of the capitalist mode o! production, thaD tr-om the specific ~­
ents mentioned above. It aee:med to h.im~ in !&et ~ that to the antagonistic 
rel&tions or capitalist production tMt tie the bom-ge1:lisie and. the proletar­
iat together 9 there would be & corresponding set of a.nta.gonism.s on a.l.l otber 
levels of soci ety-. ! . 

On the political level therefore, vhat other poYer relation can there be 
other tha.n "a stat.e of var be'tveen the clas sea! II 

Besides t he re:rlnds u.s 9 this 1s ure~y & given fact for the ·'bourgeoi­
sie, vhile the Lett "is far from having spelled out this fact tor itself." 

T'.oe first task of theoretic&!. a.ctivity is therefore to spell out this 
objectiTe truth. 

From this it is possible 9 in fact, to dr&v certain "indispeinsable con­
I 

elusions": 
" 

A. If clus connict is cl&s!I YU, revolutionary var is governed by the 
- general principles of Yar; 

B. That the strategy and t&ctics of the ene:my are gOTerned. by the rules 
&Dd princip).es of var, this being true Ybether it be in moments o'f acute so­
cial tension, of open social eon~icts, or in moments of so-called democracy, 

-peace o.r Boci&! truce. . 

c. rut revolutionary ve.r is not limited, &Del cannot be limited to~ one 
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lingle encounter~ one single battle (general m4ss!nsurrection), but is in­
deed a series of encounters, battles, pauses and truces. 

D. That fin~y it is not possible to fight, much less vin~ tbe 
reTOlutiona...ry class va.r vithout adequate instruments of poyer, vithout a 
reTOl ut i onary a.rr:r:r. 

E. And lutly, when you analyze a giTen situation from a political­
millta.ry point of Tiev, it is much easier to recogni%.e the -exact outlines 
of the enemy'a strategy and tactics, and make an exact evaluation of the 
correlation of forces and predict the enemy's actions. 

For Oavaldo the above deductions are the starting point for the vork­
ing out of a natra.tegy for Tictory t" of the "tactics needed for this vic­
tory" and the me~ necessary for such a strategy and tactics. 

~ 

Here a strategic intuition very clearly emerges that forcefully breaks 
nth the vhole 3rd Internationalist, rather than Lenin1st~ traditional 
strategy for the conquest of pover in the capitalist countries. 

It is a vell-knovn fact that over the last 40 years the Leninist theory 
of insurrection has been distorted by a mechanistic sclerosis that bas ~in­
ally reduced it to a rigid and abstract model superi~sed on the differing 
realities of Te.rioW! revolutionary movements. Thus it va.s stripped of 
Leni.Jl '5 ~st basic teacbing-that one must alvays begin vitb a concrete and 
historicallY dete~ned analysis of each situation. 

It is not superfluous to add that all the revisionists and opportunists 
have used this crude 3rd Internationalist schema on the question of insur­
rection. They brand as nadventurists," "terrorists," "Ble..nquists," all of 
the proletarian vanguards that base themselves on the most politically ma­
ture advances of the vcrkers, attempting to develop adequate strategies for 
the nev historic conditions of the revolutionary struggle. 

Osvaldo, and moreover the BR (Red B~igades-Ed.). in saying that: 

"The use of revolutiona...-y violence cannot be limited to the last stage 
of the mass revolutioD~ insurrection, but is characteristic of the vhole, 
long process required to bend and bree.k the political.-milite.ry pover of' the 
ene~," focuses in on the nev stra.tegic content tb~t begins to be the foun­
dation for the revolutionary practice of the proleta.:ri~t in the imperialist 
metropolis. 

Politics a.nd var are Tieved, Il~er the long, mechanistic nigbt, in di­
&l.ectic&l. unity, reve!U.ing th~el ves IlB "tvc aspects of Il single strategy 
vhose objective 1s to overvhelm and wipe out the en~." 

In fa.ct, it is nov possible from the proletarian side to apply the 
principles of var to every manifestation of the class struggle. 

The protracted c~acter of the class va.r does not exhaust al..l. poten­
tial aspects of this concept; which, in fact, 'for Osvaldo applies not only 
to the · contradiction betyeen proletariat and bourgeoisie, but also betveen 
the "tmp.e!falist caz::p" a.nd the "socialist camp." 
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At'ter 1917 ~ and eTen more clearly after lrWII, ve enter, according to " 
him~ "the epoch of pe:rme..nent armies": ncounter-reTOlution~ ones in defense 
of tbe privileges of the capitalist bourgeoisie and imperialigm, and revolu­
tio~"""Y ones', vbether tbey be ones defending the socialist countries. or 
whether they be ~e! that arise rr~ tbe exploited and oppre!sed proleta­
riat. " 

Here the lack of 'understanding of the nature of Revisionism and loe1al-
. '. imper1alism that ve referred to earlier, become! perfectly clear. The am­

biguous concept of "socialist cs.mp" is nov applied outright to "the revolu­
tion.!U'Y ar.m1es that defend that camp." Comrade OsTaldo 'I strategy is inev­
itably undermined by thil lack of understanding. 

The tvo-fold character of the "cla.as var" inexorably emerges 1"rom this 
line of rea.soning; it is vcrthvhile to empba.size the relationship of these 
two aspects of tle cla5s ~~ since tbe implications are decisive ~or tbe 
revolutionary strategy of tbe metropolitan proletariat. 

u ve sai!!, according to Osvaldo the "class Y8.r" assumes tvo basic and 
tightly intervoven forms: 

liThe ene.oy conducts this class war (which unfolds inside· each capital­
ist country and on the international front) according to a world-wide 
strategy of intervention which operates on t'WO levels. The ene..-ny, after 
due consideration, makes a complete ider.tification bet'Ween the internation­
al proletariat and the socialist countries. That the international prole­
tariat, conversely, does not, or can no longer, identify with all the soc­
ialist countries is certainly a bad thing." 

This conviction led Osvaldo to consider the "!ocialist camp" as the 
rear b~e of the revolutionary ar::.ies that vere arising in the imperia.l.ist 
metropolis, and to subordinate 1n practice (vhatever their il1~ions) the 
strategies of these ar-....ies to the vorld .... ~de strategy of the "social.ist 
c!!ll:p • " 

Toe fact re ..... ins that the ltj"thica.l "socialist c~" vas at t.hat moment 
sinking its material roots--and had alre~dy for Dany years been sinking its 
material roots-in a very unsocialist reality: Soviet and East Eu..~pean . 
State Cap1tali~ in its social-imperialist pha!e. 

Strategic !ra!:levork of this kind, by the vay, is certainly possible 
s.nd even practical. It is a forgotten fact that several revisionist sectors 
in oW" country remain more or less secretly tied to this strategy. But this 
said, it is also certain that ve are no ~onger talking about a c~ist 
reT'Oluti,on. 

lie nsh to be very clear on this point: imperiali51:l s.nd socie.:l-iJ::rperi­
alism are tvo specific variations of tbe capitalist mode of production at 
this point--"classic" capitalism and State Capitalism. Together they form 
an IMPERIALIST SYSTlli in which there is both unity s.nd contradiction: unit.y 
in the capitalist mode of production; contradiction betveen its geogra~hic-
"a.lly and historica.1.ly determined forms of existence. " -

~'O .~ up, if the revolutionary forces can and must exploit the inter-
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imperialist contradictions betveen ~~ial1gm and social-1mperial1~~ this 
in no way Ca::l t~slate itself into any torm of collusion nth one eombata.nt 
or the other. 

The theory of the necessity or possibility of developing the class var 
in the imperialist metropolis, in accordance with a long term po11t1eal­
mili tary strategy, is one of the most 1!:portant contributions made by Osval­
do to the development of the e..nled struggle. This does not hoveTer resolve 
a second 1J::lportant question: the nature of the relationship betveen the ' 
armed party and the revolutionuy army in the system of proleta...."'"ian paver. 

Let'. listen to his vords: 

"The class war, like all class vars, 115 tought and is von if we bov 
hOY to use the objective lavs of VlI.!'fare better than the enemy. .And the 
first, most elementary observation is tb..at va.r 1s not YOn with yords or 
'politics,' but by counterposing to the politics of war of the enemy .. to 
his political.-I:ilita....ry paver, a politic! of proletarian var, the revolu­
tion~ politica1-milita....~ eounterpover of the proletariat. 

~e speak o! a proletarian politica1-~lita.ry counte~ver vhich is 
at the srume ti~ the ~rty, the revolution~'7 &.~, and the first nucleus 
of the future proletari~ state, of the future dictatorship of the proleta­
riat. " 

Despite the basic ho~ogeneity of this thesis, there vere in the period 
during vhich it vas put forve-rd, different vays of conceiving of the :!or.na­
tion of the &-~ed party and the revolution~~ army. 

The imyortance of this question should not be overlooked, !because it 
is precisely in the different solutions given to this question that the GAP 
and the Red Brigades developed differently. . 

Put Tery concisely, the te~ of the divergence vere this. For the 
Red Brigades the fo~tion of the first a.-med vanguar~s ~ust be a process 
built around the real vorking cl~ss move~ent of the industrial centers, of 
the big urban factories; a vorking class vhich in those yeaTs expressed the 
highest levels of political consciousness and class auton~ that ~d ma­
tured in the 12SS struggles of 1968-9. It vas precisely those levels of 
political consciousness, that, in fact, Yere the basis for the decision of 
substantial nucbers of vanguard elements to develop the offensive under the 
nev conditions deter.cined by the counterattack of the bourgeoisie; and for 
the decision to adapt nev organizational instruments, ones that vould ~e 
the necessa.~ qualitative leap in the struggle possible. 

It must be added that the ini t:1ation of armed struggle by the most con­
scious and mature Ta!lguard elements of the vorking class represented an es­
sential and ongoing proof, in practice, of the stra.tegic: hypotheses that 
vere l.?eing developed. In no ca.se could the construction of the a.rmed organ­
ization along external lines have alloved tor such a verification. 

-- ( 

For the GAP instead, as Osvaldo clarifies: 

"Tbe first nuclei of this prolet~1an revolutionary paver are born by 

.... 
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the combination of a high degree of class consciousness (that gives rise to 
individual revolt." the ~remise for every revolutionary process) with a revo­
lutionary praxis (the constant verification and confirmation of the indivi­
dual insurrectional reality) and finally from the capacity for a theoretical 
developmen: of a strategy that certainly cannot foresee every event and fu­
ture tactical development from the beginning .•• " 

It is not a ~l difference and not vithout practical conseq~nces. 

While for the Red Brigades the formation and development of the armed 
vanguard must always occur on lines internal to the real class movement. 
even if only partially so. for the CAP the process of consolidation can oc­
cur along external lines; the result, that is of the subjective maturation 
of individual militants, not necessarily tied to opecific class movements: 
~litants who, on~he basis of common political choices, unite in a group 
which almost immediately constitutes itself as the first unit of the revo­
lutionary a.rmy. As they declare: 

~~he political ~nd physical unity betyeen the revolutionary army and 
the mass of workers, from whom the army itself is born, cannot be consid­
ered a promise, but rather a conquest of revolutionary war, a conquest 
whic.b is simultaneous with the final defeat of the ene::zy." 

So that while, in the first case there is an internal relation berween 
armed vanguard and masses, in the second an indeterminate external relation 
takes form, a relation open that is to subjective develo~ents inherent in 
the dynamic of the group. 

From these different formulations emerge different ways of formulating 
the problem of the formation of the armed party a.nd the red army. 

For Osvaldo, the first grouping of comrades is already the first cell 
of the revolutionary army, whiu~ from the beginning is conceived of as the 
essential instrument of class war--"motor force," "central nucleus of pro­
letarian counterpower." 

He thinks that only this way "can the i.I:z!nense forces of the proletari­
at be recovered, that infinite variety of tactical mo~ents of struggle, of 
agitation and propaganda that unconnected betyeen themselves and from a re­
"volutionary political-military pa-er lose themselves in a hopeless vearing­
dO'WU of men. will and energy." 

Nevertheless he distinguishes between the multiple eXpressions of the 
class movement which are the starting point, and the revolutionary army 
which must necessarily constitute its centralized political-military nucle­
us--in fact. " the political-military vanguard which knows how to gather and 
develop its strength based on a precise strategy. 

For Osvaldo, thus the ideal of the proletarian organization under the 
historical conditions characterized by a proletarian antagonism spread out 
in class war is the Revolutionary Army. 

The difference with the Red Brigades vho instead, at the same time, 
- f 
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(September 1971) declare themselves "first points of cOIlBolidation for the 
fOI"l:1.atio:l of the armed par~y of the proletariat" is not only termi.nologic­
a1. 

Even though both these organizational approaches have an equal poli ti­
ca..l-military character, there is no doubt that while one gives the military 
aspect predO!rlnance over the political aspect, the other places .. emphasis on 
the dominance of politics over the gun. 

llith thiB we a.re not aaying that there is an alternative between tile 
armed party and the Revolutionary Army. l)o~h are certainly constituent el­
ements of the aystem of proletarian power. 

lie only meant to aay that a.t the beginning of the '70' a the program 
that was being put forward to the advanced elements of tile class vas that 
of trac..;iug as ' a party to build the metropolitan proletariat, through a 
careful policy of arced propaganda, those subjective conditions that today 
all~ us to put on the order of the day the qualitative leap forward toward 
the aroed c~unis t party and the red army." 

We do not deny that today the specific conditions of the proletarian 
antagonise constitute an objective basis for the red army; but this was 
certainly not the case in 1970 and 1971~ not in the i~ediate following 
years. 

It seems to us an undeniable fact that if the antagonistic behavior 
has progressively spread throughout the various sectors of the metropolitan 
proletariat this was Dot accidental but was due to the political-military 
initiative of those armed vangua:-ds that "acting as a party" in the begin­
ning phase of struggles and crisis, have ass~·ed the historic task of 
planting the root idea of the possibility and necessity of armed struggle 
for c~nism _ithin the body of a proletariat fro~ whom this idea had been 
progressively expropriated by the systematic initiative of the revisionist 
forces. 

Today we declare that tbe process of forming the red army is already 
begun and is developing every_here: the nuclei, tbe squads, the cells, the 
fighting formations, the co~ttees of struggle ••• that is all the mass po-
1itical-~litary organis~ that make up the archipelago of the proletarian 
moveQent of offensive resistance are its ~ryo and stand before everyone as proof. . 

~e say that these armed cass organisms, even given their actual lack 
of homogenei~y and their dispersion must be considered the "DIVISIONS L~ 
FOR."UJION OF TrlE RED AR.'fi'." 

~e declare that the Armed C~ist Party Yorks within their ranks to 
build the subjective conditions, organize and lead the transition t~ard 
the phase of anti-imperialist civil var • 

.. On March 14, 1972 Co~ade Osvaldo is killed in a ,guerrilla action. 

In the clioate of those years when there vas a di{fuse fear of palace 
intrigues vhbse protagonists and outlines are 8till not clear, a climate 
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made even more tense by the battles and arrests of March 11th, there was 
unleashed around his death a tumult of voices, gossip and preconceived 
theories, all united on one point: to deny Osvaldo's political identity and 
exorcise the existence of guerrilla varfare in our country. 

This death, given Dsvaldo's reputation, his political prominence, cre­
ates many problems. It not only scares the bourgeoisie but also the entire 
parliaJIlentary and extra-parliamentary Left, which is forced to either reop­
en the discussion of all the unresolved theoretical problems of a revolu­
tionary strategy for Italy, or to completely reveal the opportunist and 
collahorationist nature of their revisionist plans. 

Oavaldo's death in fact gives explnsive birth to a discussion &Qong the 
masses of the necessity and possibility of a course of armed struggle for 
co~~ism in the ~perial1st metropolis. 

That which had been until then a debate limited to a restricted circle 
of political vanguards, nov spreads to vide strata of militants, forcing 
th~ to take a position on these questions. 

It is not surprising that the first immediate reaction vas to refuse 
to measure up to the problem, and the subsequent reliance on the most ~m­
probable theories centered around the most incredible conspiracies. It vas 
in fact a defensive response which can be explained by revisionism's ideo­
logical and political disarmament of the vorking class and its proletarian 
strata. 

At a distance of. 7 years none of the castles that counter-revolution­
ary . and revisionist fantasies had constructed on the sands of their dreary 
games re:ains standing. 

At a distance of 7 years the only real conspiracy reveals itself: the 
diabolical design to bury vith Osvaldo's body his political truth, his rev­
olutionary message. Osvaldo vas not a victim, but a revolutionary who fell 
in battle. 

He vas engaged in an operation to sabotage high-tension electric pover 
lines to create a blackout over a large part of ~~1an. This vas to give 
better operational cover to guerrilla units engaged in attacking various 
targets. Beyond that the blackout itself would have increased the i~pact 

'of these acts of armed. propaganda. 

It was a teChnical error he himself c~tted; that is, the choice of 
and use of \L~reliable watches as timers, underestimating the need for safe­
ty because it was inconvenient, that caused the fatal accident and the re-
8ulting failure of the entire operation . 

This 'operation was intended to be a hard and quick ansver of the GAP 
Brigades to the bourgeoisie, who 1n recent days had unleashed their coer­
cive apparatus against the revolutionary movement--it is enough to remember 
the street fighting of March 11th, the police murder of pensioner Tavecchio, 
and the over 100 arrests. 

The death of Comrade DS~Taldo coincides with the disappearance · from the 
f 
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political scene of the Partisan Action Groups. 

It ia coincidental to but not the caU5e of the GAP's disappearance 
from the revolutionary front, which after all is the product of errors in 
their politic:a.1 line and the organi~ational plan it vas based on.. 

It ~. good to remember here that in no ~e can the 10sa of a com­
rade, no .. tter how . important , determine the defeat of a correct political 
strategy. It can be blocked or delayed. but having been poked by poYerfu1 
objective causes and specific clu8 contradictions, it will alvays find a 
way to develop itself. 

Revolutionary ideas, revolutionary leaders and organizations are not 
the cause of revolutionary processes, but rather their active, dialectical 
aa.n1featation. 

From the beginning the relations between the GAP and the BR vere char­
acterized by the greatest correctness; nor was there ever any competitive 
~pirit between the tvo organizations. 

The differences in strategic outlook were clear to both groups, and 
also therefore the fact that only practice, only the revolutionary struggle 
would clearly prove one of their respective theories to be correct. 

For this reason the question of unity betveen the two organ1:ations 
was never ra1$ed, nor VAS there any hint of a vague . "inter-column, metro­
politan General Staff." Instead every aspect of solidarity and militant 
collaboration possible at that time vas cultivated vith maximum effort. 

The political defeat of the GAP Brigades-certainly did not mean the 
disappearance of its most conscious and sincerely revolutionary militants. 

There are those vho continue to struggle in the prisons of the regime 
and those who continue the struggle with rifle in hand. 

But there are also those who under new conditions take the opportunity 
to flee from the battle. They are those opportunists who until that moment 
had found a vay, in the shadov of Osvaldo, to gratify to one degree or an­
other their consciences (and for aome not only to gratify their conscienc­
es:). Those opportunists nov understand that it is no longer possible to 
cloak themselves in the ambiguity of choices made and· not made, and that 
Osvaldo's beritage consists of a gun to be picke~ up. . 

Their flight favors and accelerates the confrontation · vith the Red 
Brigades; which is resolved by the entry into the BR of the most conscious 

. comrades. 

Their entry does not obviously negate the courage nor the contribution 
the GAP Brigades made to the birth of the revolutionary process in Italy. 
but rather marks the overcoming of those limits that had characterized the 
their strategy. 

li~NI?~ TO COHRADE OSVALDO Ah"'D ALL THE COMRADES WHO HAVE FALL~ FIGHTI~~C 
FOR COMMUNI~: . 
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Milan, 3/31/1979 

NOTE ON THE PALESTINIAN SITUATION 

Rapidly unfolding events are confirming the thesis put 
forward in the previous Series One paper on "After Beirut." The 
political polarization of the Arab world has reached a new stage. 
In an unprecedented move·, PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat in 
mid-January publicly called for an alliance with President Mubarak 
of Egypt. In an interview with an Egyptian magazine, Arafat 
offered to join the Camp David grouping. Under increasingly 
bitter attack by Palestinian revolutionaries, Arafat publicly 
declared: "I want E t to rotect m back from Zionist wolves and 
Arab dogs." Ara at as e Mu ara to: stop em arrassing me y 

that I reco nize Israel unilaterall. I don't embarrass 
t e Cam s. In an attack 

o demand the 
for another 

Imperialism, Arab reaction, and the neo-colonial wing of the 
Palestinian movement are increasingly desperate for a quick 
compromise with the Zionist regime. The reason is not any 
·Palestinian defeat, but rather the unmistakeable fact that the 
military-political situation for the revolution i~ improving 
qualitatively. On December 3, 1982, the New York Times reported 
from Jerusalem: "The growing number of individual attacks on 
Israeli soldiers . is also disturbing people here. Since the 
assassination of · Bashir Gemayel, according to the Israeli Army 
spokesman, there have been 83 'terrorist' incidents against 
Israeli soldiers in which 10 have been killed and 41 wounded." 
These statistics do not include the 70 killed when the Israeli 
Army headquarters in Tyre blew up, nor the 21 Zionist soldiers 
wounded in a January 7th ambush of a convoy near Beirut. 

The political consciusness of the Palestinian masses has 
never been higher, and is rapidly growing. Imperialism and its 
hidden aLlies within the Palestinian movement deeply fear that 
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unless side-tracked the road to communist revolution will be taken 
beyond possibility of recall. An extensive poll of Palestinian 
political views on the West Bank had interesting results. 
Commissioned by Time magazine, the opinion poll was conducted by 
the Israeli PORI-rn5:titute in the Spring of 1982. A full 9.8% of 
those polled favored an independent Palestinian state. (59% said 
that this state had to include all of Palestine.) 86% said that 
their nation should be governed by the PLO. 56% wanted a 
"secular-democratic" state and 35% supported an Islamic state. 

This revolutionary orientation showed up very strikingly as 
well in more explicit questions: 737. of . the Palestinians 
interviewed supported "socialism" or "communism," with_only 3% 
favoring -capitalism. The most anti-U.S •. Arab governments were the 
most respected (Syria 33% and Libya 29%). 40% of the Palestinians 
said that they admired none of the major Arab heads of state. 
While we cannot predict how these contradictions will be dealt 
with at this month's forthcoming Palestinian National Council 
meeting, the neo-colonial strategies are now the central issue in 
the movement. 
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PLEASE ' PASS Tn IS ON 

As modest as Series One is, we still do not have the resources 

to distribute many copies. We are asking readers to help 

others see Series One. please pass this copy on to a friend; 

reprint or xerox it in whatever way is useful. ' -If Series One 

papers are reprinted, we only ask that -they be ;eprinted in 

full, without editing, and that Series One be mentioned as the 

source. 
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