Tuesday, February 1, 2005

Greetings Comrades,

The Bay Area Jericho Movement would like to encourage you and your organization to join us in organizing the International Day of Solidarity with Political Prisoners and Prisoners of War (IDSPP) called for Saturday, December 3, 2005. 

The idea of the International Day of Solidarity with Political Prisoners and Prisoners of originated from a political prisoner in the Philippine’s, Donato Continent. Donato is accused of killing US Colonel James Rowe. During a conversation with a delegation from the United States in the summer of 20004, Donato suggested, “why don’t we have an international day of solidarity with political prisoners worldwide?”  Each country could decide it’s own way of observing this day, as could the political prisoners.  It would be up to the political prisoners and support groups themselves.  There could be communication between groups and lots of media work to highlight the situation of political prisoners internationally.  We could begin to show the links between US policies towards the treatment of prisoners and those of the rest of the world.

In November human rights activists met in Holland at an anti-imperialist conference:  the ILPS-International League of Peoples’ Struggles.  There, representatives from the Philippines, US, Canada, Mexico, Iraq, Palestine, Italy, Spain, Mexico, Colombia and Turkey talked about making Donato’s idea a reality.  On the suggestion of comrades from the Philippines we decided on December 3, 2005 – which would give activists’ one year to organize.  In addition to those countries listed above we hope to be in touch with comrades from: Afghanistan, the Basque country, Egypt, Greece, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iran, Kurdistan, Malaysia, Northern Ireland, Pakistan and Peru.  

We are looking for your support in planning and coordinating activities and actions for IDSPP in the united states. At present, we are looking to organize regional demonstrations and programs in Oakland, Atlanta, Chicago, New York City, and Eugene, Oregon. However, if you and your organization want to organize actions and activities outside of one of these cities, do so by all means. However, we ask that all of our efforts be coordinated and communicated. At this juncture, we are therefore asking for the following:

a) Organizational Endorsements for IDSPP.

b) A commitment to help organize one of the existing IDSPP regional actions (i.e. rallies and demonstrations), or to organize one in your local area. 

c) A commitment to help organize one of the existing IDSPP regional programs (i.e. forums and cultural events), or to organize one in your local area. 

d) A commitment to engage in a fast in support of IDSPP. 

We are anxious to hear from you. We welcome your ideas and suggestions. If you have contacts with forces in any of the countries listed above or countries not listed please let us know.  We are aiming to get as much feedback as possible from all of you by the end of March 2005 to share with comrades throughout the world and to incorporate it into the program of the “Attica to Abu Ghraib” conference. All correspondence should be mailed to:

Jericho Movement

P.O. Box 3585

Oakland, CA 94509

All email correspondence (if possible with supporters, legal aids, or lawyers) should be sent to: kaliaw@sbcglobal.net. 

