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Resurrection City Announced
Public housing tenants
plan new takeover of
their homes
As we approach the 40th

anniversary of  Martin
Luther King’s vision of a
Resurrection City in
Washington DC, the
displaced public housing
tenants of New Orleans are
planning a Resurrection City
of their own.

In the Doctor King tradition
of non-violent direct action,
Survivors’ Village will take
the lead to make both an
encampment outside the St
Bernard Development and to
occupy their apartments
inside. Look for Resurrection
City to open in mid-March.

Direct activists will demand
that HANO immediately
open their apartments,
compensate lease holders for
the exorbitant rent they’ve
paid while displaced, provide
move-in costs and end all
plans for demolition.

Resurrection City needs your
political support, tents,
generators and cash. For
more info call PHRF at 504
301-0215 or Endesha at 504-
2392907.

 

December 2006, First Survivors’ Assembly organized march down Canal Street
.

PHRF sends out call for people to help plan
the 2nd Survivors’ Assembly

Survivors Speak about It
Nana Nantambu—born and raised in New Orleans, is now living
in Durham, North Carolina. She had been a renter in the Lower 9th

and although she lost everything in the Great Flood, she’s grateful
for having a job and a place to live in Durham. But, she explains,
“Not a day passes where I’m not challenged by being away from
home. Being an ‘internally displaced person’ (IDP) is much more
than what people who haven’t been thru it think they understand.
Part of you is represented in your community and when you’re
separated from your community, you lose part of yourself.”

“That’s why we would love to be home, in decent, non-toxic
affordable housing, with jobs that pay a living wage. It is our
challenge. We have to work to make it happen. The Survivors’
Assembly is part of that work.”

Lillie Mae Stokes and her mother—each owned their homes in
the Lower 9th for 40 years. Now they live in Atlanta.  Lillie Mae
is helping to plan the Second Survivors’ Assembly. “We need the
Continued in next page
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Important Announcement for
All Survivors of the Superdome, Convention Center, other Concentration Camps and
to Witnesses to Crimes committed by government officials against the people of New
Orleans:

YOU’RE INVITED TO FREE SUPPORT GROUPS

PHRF has arranged for professional psychologists to facilitate support groups for survivors
who witnessed crimes committed by government officials against the people of New Orleans.
People who were witnesses or direct targets of violence by government agents, those who
were abandoned, left to die, and want to hold the government accountable for these human
rights violations and other crimes need support. The purpose of these groups is to create a
space for survivors to strengthen and empower themselves to continue the struggle for
justice.

First New Orleans Support Group Meeting, Saturday March 10
Save the date and Call PHRF at 504-301-0215 for details on time and place

Survivors Speak about the Upcoming Second Survivors’ Assembly
(continued from page 1)

Assembly because we need
to come together to discuss
ways of rebuilding our city.

“At the Assembly, I will gain
more of an understanding of
what others are doing to help
us internally displaced
people and what needs to be
done. I want to talk more
about our need for programs
to help us deal with the great
mental stress we are under.”

Joseph D. a survivor in
Houston says, " The
assembly is a good idea. 
What will come from it? 
After almost two years we
need to do something.  Life
here in Houston is hard, but I
hear nothing but bad news
from New Orleans.  I just
don't know what we can do.
 
Deedie B. a survivor in
Houston adds, " It is damn
near two years later and we
are in the same position
since Katrinas hit, I hope this
is not just another way for
people  to waste our time. 
We have been through so

much.  Everyone has let us
down and we need some
strong black leadership.
 

Giselle S.  a survivor in
Houston emphasizes, " I am
so tired of these Houston
organizations misleading us. 
I hope since these are New
Orleanians planning the
Assembly we can count on
them to represent us.  Seems
like we have been unable to
come together since the
storm.  Maybe this is a start.”
 

Stephanie Mingo, raised her
kids in St Bernard Housing
Development and is now a
spokesperson for the
movement to re-open public
housing. She hopes that at
the 2nd Survivors’ Assembly
“everyone will share their
stories…and figure out how
to support each other.”

Larry Hayes, now separated
from New Orleans, the city
of his birth, writes: “I plan to
attend the Second Assembly
to be heard and to listen to
others who are being forced

to endure the feelings of
being rejected by one city
and abandoned by another. I
pray that the number of
persons who will join me at
the Assembly will be
inspired by the numbers of
displaced persons to form
support groups and other
means to advocate for
justice. I pray the groups will
develop a solidarity
movement to demand human
rights in numbers too large
to be ignored…

Bryan S. a  survivor in
Houston has the last
word: “The article talks
about a rebuilding movement
led by our people, we need
to start today instead of
months from now.  Where do
I sign up?”

PHRF invites all survivors
and organizations supporting
them to join in the 2nd

Assembly planning process.
For details, go to
www.peopleshurricane.org
or call 504 301-0215
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Report from the World Social Forum

PHRF Brings News from New Orleans to Nairobi
At the end of January, some 50,000
people traveled from every
continent to Nairobi, Kenya for the
7th Annual World Social Forum
(WSF). Kali Akuno, PHRF
Executive Director and Malcolm
Suber, PHRF National Organizing
Coordinator, represented PHRF.

We joined with 50 other activists
from the US to form the Grassroots
Global Justice Delegation to
promote a united struggle against
the U.S. neo-liberal agenda. This
agenda includes privatizing public
housing, mass incarceration,
militarism and ending social
programs—all of which have
devastated New Orleans.

PHRF presented workshops on the
impact of Hurricanes Katrina and
Rita on the lives of the working
class and African–American
majority in New Orleans and the
Gulf Coast. The workshops
attracted more than 80 people from
all over the globe. We explained
that the US government failed and
continues to fail and denies the
right of return to the Black
majority. The racist capitalist
government is waging war against
the oppressed Black  Nation in the
Black Belt South. This outrage is
happening in the historical context
of Black people’s struggle for
liberation ever since we were
kidnapped from Africa.

Participants were surprised that the
US government, which brags to the
world about its democracy, is such
a racist exploiter.  We explained
that the disaster capitalists were
reaping all of the profits from the
billions appropriated by Congress

At the World Social Forum, people from every continent rallied for justice

and that no money has reached the hands of the victims of the
hurricanes. We also pointed out how racist portrayals of Black
people that routinely criminalize Black people serve to justify
the military occupation of New Orleans, rather than rescue and
support its residents.

Some of the African youth at the workshop told us that the
impression they had from US propaganda [mainly music
videos] was that young Black men were indeed lawless
gangsters with no commitment to their people.

We ended the workshops with a discussion of our plans to call
the US and local governments to account by convening an
International Tribunal on the human rights violations during
and after the Hurricanes and flooding. This sparked a lively
response in all workshops. New friends from Ethiopia, Kenya,
Australia, Costa Rica, Germany and South Africa all made the
commitment to get endorsements for the Tribunal when they
went home.

 “From Iraq to New Orleans,
Fund People's Needs NOT the War Machine”

This will be one of the major themes and chants at the
upcoming national demonstrations against the war.

On March 17 and 18th, thousands of people will rally against
the war at:
• The Pentagon in Washington DC
• Fort Bragg, North Carolina
• San Francisco and other cities

For details, contact nyclaw@comcast.net, or NYCLAW, PO
Box 3620166, PACC, New York, NY 10129 or PHRF.
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Women in New Orleans Speak Out

New Light Raises the Visibility of Women in the Struggle

At the World Social Forum, some brothers from Somalia get the message:  it’s time to learn from the women.

What Lies Beneath: Katrina, Race and the State of the Nation, from South End Press, is one of the
newest book releases on Katrina. The Chapter called “to render ourselves visible” is worth the price of
the book—some of which goes to benefit PHRF. This chapter, by Shana Griffin, Alisa Bierra, and
Mayaba Liebenthal, gives a powerful analysis of the links among violence against women of color
perpetrated by individual men, by the state and by corporate profiteers. In doing so, it challenges the
narrower, usually white, feminist approach that emphasizes domestic violence and sexual assault apart
from all the other violences that oppress women of color.

The authors confront the question: in the context of the rulers’ criminalization of Black men to justify a
non-existent hurricane rescue operation and with the media sensationalizing “sexual assaults”, “how
can we focus on sexual assault?”  They note that in response to the racist and classist demonization of
storm survivors, and massive violence perpetrated by officials of the state on all Black people, activists
and other progressives “rendered sexual violence invisible in the name of ending racism.”

Then they propose a strategy for exposing and challenging intra-community violence against women
of color, while, at the same time, maintaining and strengthen-ing the struggle against national and class
oppression. They call for accountability within the community that holds community members
responsible for challenging intra-community violence AND organizing against violence perpetrated on
the community by the state.

They point out how rebuilding and reconnecting communities is a critical anti-violence
strategy—including domestic violence, the violence of poverty, criminalization, destruction of
housing, toxic dumping,  poor health care etc.
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Women (continued)
The article also offers
important advice to white
volunteers in New Orleans
and outlines INCITE’s  plans
to put women of color at the
center of feminism.

In the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina, INCITE! New
Orleans has played a major
role in establishing the New
Orleans Women’s Health &
Justice Initiative, and in
challenging the social
invisibility of women of
color and poor women’s
experiences, vulnerabilities,
and health care needs.

Clinic opens soon
This Spring, in the historic
Tremé community of New
Orleans, they will open a
health clinic for uninsured
and low income women of
color.  They announce it will
be “… more than a clinic.
We want it to be an
organizing center that can
meet immediate needs while
also working for racial,
gender, economic and
environmental justice.”
They are working to keep
women of color visible and
healthy for a just recovery by
developing community-
based strategies to equip
those most disenfranchised
by the medical industry with
the means to control and care
for their own bodies,
sexuality, and reproduction.

For more contact
whji_info@yahoo.com or
call 504 524-8626 or the
Clinic at 504 524-8255

There’s Still Time
Petition to Stop Price Gouging Rents and Evictions
Join the national campaign to pressure the New Orleans City
Council to support tenants’ rights to affordable housing. We’ve
collected more than 10,000 signatures and will continue collecting
signatures until we present the petitions to the New Orleans City
Council Meeting on March 15, 2007. Please continue to reproduce
these petitions and mail signed ones to PHRF, 1418 N. Claiborne #2,
New Orleans, LA 70116.   

We the undersigned call on the City Council of New Orleans to enact
a municipal anti-price gouging and eviction ordinance that:
1) Establishes an anti-price gouging and arbitration authority to:
a) promulgate rules and regulations that effectuate the anti-price

gouging and eviction ordinance;
b) certify rental rates; and
c) hire administrative law judges to conduct hearings on petitions

for rent adjustments, and conduct hearings on evictions;
2) Sets the maximum rental rate equal to the amount of rent

collected for the same or comparable property on August 1,
2005;

3) Provides for rent increases based on inflation, capitol
improvements not to exceed 10% of rent, or increases in
operating and maintenance costs not to exceed 7% of rent; and

4) Prohibits a landlord from evicting or otherwise endeavoring to
take possession of a rental unit without just cause.

Print Name Signature Address Email Address

Before March 15, Fax completed petitions to 504 301-0306 or mail
them to PHRF at 1418 N. Claiborne, New Orleans, LA 70116
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How to Get Involved

If you’re in New Orleans:
Work for Tenants Rights

You’re invited to join our Tenants Rights
Working Group.
Meeting time: Every Tuesday 6pm
Meeting Place: PHRF Office, 1418 North
Claiborne, N.O. 70118. Call 504 301-0215

Help Plan the International Tribunal
You’re invited to join the Tribunal Organizing
Committee.
Meeting time: Call 504 301-0215 for details
Meeting Place: PHRF Office, 1418 North
Claiborne, N.O. 70118



If you’re in Houston:
Get together with other New Orleanians

Contact Gina Martin: (713)433-4194 or
gamartin228@aol.com



If you’re in Atlanta:
Get together with other New Orleanians

Contact Addis Abba: (770)256-1882 or
shillingforaddis@yahoo.com



Wherever you are:
Help Plan the Second Survivors’ Assembly

We need your input on how the Assembly to
make sure the Assembly builds the strongest
possible movement for Reconstruction.
Contact PHRF at 504 301-0215 or email
phrfoc@gmail.com

Organize a Group to work in solidarity with
PHRF in your city.

Contact Malcolm Suber at (504)301-0215

Check PHRF’s website often for news and
information about the struggle for the Right
of Return and a just Reconstruction of New
Orleans and the Gulf.

www.peopleshurricane.org


Peoples Hurricane Relief Fund Staff:
Kali Akuno, Executive Director

Malcolm Suber, National Organizing
Coordinator

New Orleans Lead Organizers: Endesha Juakali
and Viola Washington

New Orleans Community Organizers:
Stephanie Mingo, Darrel "Sess 4-5" Warren,
and Demetrius Warren, New Orleans

Addis Abba, Atlanta Community Organizer

Gina Martin, Houston Community Organizer

Kanika Taylor, National Outreach Coordinator

Monifa Akinwole-Bandele, National
Communications Director

Akil Head, Website Manager

Arlene Eisen, (Volunteer) Newsletter Editor

Second Lines, the newsletter of Peoples Hurricane
Relief Fund (PHRF), takes its name from the
parade tradition that dates back to the end of the
Civil War when Black people formed collectives in
New Orleans for mutual support and celebration.
PHRF welcomes feedback and articles and financial
contributions. Contact us at phrfoc@gmail.com or
www.peopleshurricane.org or call (504)301-0215 or
write to 1418 N. Claiborne #2, New Orleans, LA
70116. Much thanks to Addis, Arlene, Gina, Kali,
Malcolm, Mayaba, Ryan, Shana, Stephanie, and
Theresa for their work on this issue.

From: PHRF
1418 N. Claiborne #2
New Orleans, LA 70116

MAIL TO:


