


INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY

This booklet represents the resule of a lot of time, energy, and

lave Frbm a lot of people. We began work on It aé¢ a class on Women
and Literature and had originally planned it to deal with questions
ahout women in literatura.
il We read a lot of books, did a lot of talking, and haye come to
understand some things about women, ROE only in liceraturs but also In
society, things which relate dirsctly to our own Lives. As a result,
we have achieved a deeper inderstanding of the women's mouvemsent--our
roles in it and our responsibiliry to iE.

The nature of the class has somewhat determined the scope of the
booklet; yet the articles we have included ralse many soclal questions
not dealt with in the literature we read, This is an honest attempt
to share some of our ideas with other people, and hopefully our lear-
ning won't end hers. This is a beginning.

The booklet is our contribuciom to ‘mternational Women's Day,
March 8, 1972.

In 1857 thousands of women from the garment digtricts of New York took
to the streets rebelling u%ginnt their npqrfaslnn. These sisters de-
manded improvements jin thelr working conditions: decent wages, & ten-
hour work dey, and recognition of equal rights for Awericen women.
When the march reached the wealthy districts, the women wers attacked
and disperaed by the police, The demonstrators were rrampled on, shot
at, and several were arrested. In memory of thece women from New York,

Clara Zetkin called for March B fo become INTERNMATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY,
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TCICHy AND 0O
by Marcy Sandoval

i have tried to ewplain the
mrvement of weson to sy .

my imvelvesent was sccidental . Began when
1 becam: mrare

of problemss,
it is Bard to explain te thoese
who lasgh before 1 began
ar thoese who are angry
To those who have fromed

the womans msowesent

in their winds already
CRlassi Fied ir

writken ir off,
the women are moviog
from reles this society has given them to

roles Mmt
Hen are mowing oo,

From = mle::hn-hyuctety. o 2 role
Caken by themselves .
The streggle s a subtle ome
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literature cannot be the business of a

womsn's life and 4t ought not to be.
The more she la engaged in  her proper
duties, the less lelsure she will have
for it, even as an accomplishment and a
recreacion. --Robert Southey, Foet Lau-
reated, to Charlotts fAronte, 1837.
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e have nll beem thrown down 8o low

that nobody thoughe we’d ever get up
agaln; buf we have been long enough
crodden now: wo will come up again..--

SOJOURNER TRITH
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MEBEDEA MERAGE

liousewives consume 73%L of the pra-
duetg in this country. Thils huge a-
mount of consumerism 1a caused and par-
petunted by advercisers. Their mathod
{s to create an image of housewife, mo-
ther amd sex object that requires women
to buy Cthings to attain that image.
Explolting these images;, they contri-
bute to the socialization process which
keeps women in their traditlopal roles.

Often a housewife's only sense of
worth derives from her home and family,
and as # result, she does not eater the
labor market. 1f women ceased to do
housework, then private fsmilies would
have to hire housekeepers, cooks,
chauffeurg, and babysitters, at great
expense. Housewives are a grear un-
paid labor force. What emactly do
housewives read?

Do housewives really resd True
Confessions amd other "popular” waga-
rines thit are seen on display in mar-
kets, or do they read the Resdec's Di-
gest? Do medig=-advercised products
mest the needs of the woman consumer,
or do they ecreate those needs? What
gre the ideals and images of women prae-
gented in material aimed at housewives,
and csn nousewives live up to them¥
Will housewives tell the truth te a
college wstudent in & survey on their
Interests? To answer these questions,
we conducted a survey at local grocecy
gtores: Safeway, Lucky, and Ehopper's
Corner.

The women surveyed were pradomi-
tantly from white middle-clans fomilies.
We wonder how typleal the answers are
af American gociety aa  Santa Cruz is
an atyplcal community, being a compara-
tively small resort-retirement Eown.

In our survey of Santa Cruz house-
wives, The Header's Digest was claimed
to be the most widely read magasioe,
Better Homes apd Gardens and Sunset
wore ranked second, Ladies fome Journal
and McCalls were tied for thivd, with
Good Nousekeeping and Life in Fourth
place. Many women saild that they also

. durding a housewife's

read church magasines. We were sur-

priged to Fipd cthat Santa Crox women

did not mention reading Fashion maga-

sinos in the survey amswers. They also

did not mention reading movie magas[nes

and True Confessions-type magacines,

However, it has besn stacistically

shown that the pireulatien of thess wag-
axines s high, There secems Lo be
pome stigma attached to resding movie
and rvomance magarines, and because of
possible emparrassment, we wonder (F

they were completely truthful.

Moet of the magazioes mentiooed by
the women contain articles to help them
to be more efficient in what are =s-
sured to be thelr main areas of concerm:
child vearing, homemaking, and husband-
tending. Reader’s Digest was the most
widely read magazine, perhaps because
ite articles are short amd casy to read
limited Cime.
Reader's Digest offers a wide range of
articles, including many oriented co-
ward women and family living.  Better
Homes and Gardens amd Sunset both have
articles on home [mprovement, cooking,
and perhape even more importantly, on
cime and money saving ddeas for the
howme ond family. Ladies Home Journal
and McCalls contuin feature arcicles
such as Wow to Help Your Child Do Bet-
ter in School™, "6 Hecipes to Tell HIM
1 Love You", ad "A Doctor's Advice oo
Bealth amd Sex'. These magazines also
include features explaining how to im-
prove s woman's appearance through use
of clathes and make-up, For more exci-
ting and emotional reidinog, the bouse-
wife can turn to Mlmﬁ:_u__im:ﬂ. True
Love,or True S5to {A Woman's Guide to
Love amnd lurrl.ugnE. The titles of the
gtories in the "frue..." series duggest
bizarre ovénts in the asthors® Lives,
such as “A Birthmark Proves--Hy Baby is
Posmessed by a Dend Manl" amd  "Six Hen
faped Me on My Wedding Night ( My Hus-
pand Did Wothing te Stop Them)™. The

stories Cthemselves are very dramatic;
for example, the rape victim's every de-
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cai! drags the reoader through a log
exhiustive emotional experience.

The reasons why womer rend chese
magizines are that they mke the vemsn
mot-¢ eoncent with her own Life, be-
canie ghe can feul that 1) "It could
havi happensd to me, but thank God, ir
dida'e," 2) "These stories add exzites
met to my day,” amd 3} "I'm not slone
in this catastrophic world; chers sore
othirs with wy problem and worse.”
Thidking that you ave not really thst
bad off has never motivated anyoas bo
chage., Mis gan, in fact, meks o wo-
man wonder LF pomething's wrong with
her LF she's not happy with her 14F=.

Advertisements are goarsd to the
fonm le reader and the type of esrbiele.
IE e story concerns & “mexy" women,
the: the advercisemencs will tel] ehe
redder how te develop her bustline, e
cousage her to buy o wig and loge 20
pousds, and try to sell her & maual oo
an excitling sex 1ife. he readcs pees
ads omd wants to look sexy and exciting,
ke the image in the ads, while at che
rame time rateining the creditiona! wa=-

lues of a wilbe and mother. Ads in wo-
men s magazines tell a woman how to bet-
ter mmage her family and home; they
tell her the RICHT way to Feed her fan-
Ly, sterilire her hovse, and appeal to
her husband. The conatant mMOESAge L8
thag she is too atupld to do anythisg
on Fer owm. It sust be a huge blow to
any gelf-esteem tchat she could derdive
from her howe and family, Further, she
wonders why she fsn't as glomoroua ansd

effdcient as the advertised housewifs,
and hopes co achleve this image by con-
duming the sdvertised produce,

Many women, especinlly in the sge
growp of 20 to 30 years, read a few soc-
tioas of the newspaper, 71t ip interest-
ing that some women eried ro Eccuse
the:r lack of reading by either listing
wha: thelr husbands resd, or sayding
tha: their husbands were better in-
forand about world affairs. The house-
WwiE: with children (most of owr servey
wivia had at least owo) fs poepardng
diner or closning up after dinper
while her husband aits desn to vead the
evering pape:. bost woman over 30 smid
thac they rend all or moat of tha paper
posyibly bocouse some pF their kids ace
older and don't require so much cars,
from our acatistical results, the pum-
ber of kids and phe amcunt of education
seened to make Litele difference on che
reacing habits of cthese wives. Haoy
women  laughed and enphacica Lly aaid
that they don't read at all; some wers
tmbarrassed in admibting this and thelr
devetion to Amm Landecs.

All this materia]l d4irected at wonen
has paycholegical consequences, Vomen
are prescnted with the [(deal of ef-

ticient, totaily satisficd houseko:pers
and mothers, and st the ssme Elme ex-

yectid to be sery mzstresses for thelr
lusbands., Mere roles sre oeiented to-
vards pleasing hesbende and children.
Peychologleally, & wwman's worth be mea-
fured by izw well sbe ssrves others (o
the fomily sdtasticm. AlL of thesa (-
mages reinforca the oeclear family
ibructure and 4 womsa's isclation From
her sisters,
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The vhole of educarion of women ocught to
be ralative o men. To please tham, to
be wseful to them, to elucate them when
s te care for thewm when grown, to
thea, to ke [Mfe wmeect amd
agroeable o then--these nTe the duties
of women at 8]] tipes arnd what should
be taoght them from theic infancy.

Jasp-Jacquss FBoussean, L'Eaile or, A
Troatise pn Educatlom

The great guestion that has pever Loen

sesweced, nnd which 1 have oet yet been
able to answer despite oy thirty years
of research iaro the feminine soul, ls

What does & wommn want?
EICMUND FLEID




Tale

the mountains canoot JErow anoy higher
and with every bit we dig, they will be
lowee ., Why can't we clean
them away 7™ Having refoted the Wise 0ld
mMan's wrong view, she wenl omn diggiog
every day, unshaken in her conviction.
Gad was moved by this snd she sent d o
two angels, who carried the mountalos
away an their backs, Today more Cham
two greac moootajos Lie like a deaa
weight on the Amerikan pecpls. (ng in
imperialism  (intérnal and _i"_xtl."l:'rl:l.]
ecolonfallsm), STLPE in nlp:.’.nll.s:m.
another rtacism and sexism. Many of us
have long made up our minds €0 dig them

A Chinese

gncient Chinese cale

here 18 a0
o Woman who

called “fhe Foolish 014
emoved the Mountains™. L tells of an
ld womsn who lived in northern China
long,; Long Bge and was known as the
=';:,--I.|.-_-'I| f1ld Woman of Worth Mountain.
{‘ar house faced south and heyond !L-.':
doorway stood the (wo great pEARs,
{aibung and Wangwu, obstructing the way.
wich greac determination, she led her
d -||"'||-|:L'-'h and sons in digging up Ithns--:
nountalng, hoe in hand, Another grey-
beard kogwn as the Wise 0ld Man, saw
them and said derisively, "How silly of
wite impossible

thant much

x " o § cEAf =
vay to do thisi [t is up. We must persevere aod work meeas
i ni Few to dig up these rwo mommb- ingly and we, too, will touch god's
Ti valish 01d Woman rteplied, heart., Our god is none other Chen the
a1€

v dagghters and sons will people. LE

n o ha mi jority of the Amerikan ;
carcy on; when they die, there will ba thay séaod o A0 Ufs Ligather with os;

]
my srapddavphters and grandsons, and Sy can't CHebE wonENEos fll et
- degal e g granddaughters A e

then their dosghters and gr : Wiy

nd o on to infinity. High as they are L

Relevant for Whom?

Chicanas do not wunderstand

their classroom textbooks because
there is a lack of compmmication
between herself and the reading

material. She does not know how to

speak English and a comfortablie re-
latirmship does not exist hecsuse

most often she does not have am un-
derstanding teacher present, “The

chicana is not bilingoal; she g,

therefore, withdrawn from class-

rocm activity. The Failure of the

teacher to he of assistance is

mo st evident in the play ward

where the child is  isolated drom

group play.

In the classroom, the chicana
is encouraged to be verbal In the
English language; she tries her
best, but cannot express her=elf
in conversation except in an out-
burst of feelings, anger, and need.
The chicana is forced into using
English through the uncommon ex-
perience of cenversation, simging,
and reading difficult Fung lish
phrases. After she is forced into
the English language, she feels
paranoid. [t is a feeling that the
child is 1losing her abiliry to
speak Spanish and her Mexicam cul-
ture which should remain expressed
through her native means of cormun-
ication at home. Yet, she acquires
English so she can make her way in-
to a sociery that is English-speak-
Lng.

Tf both languages would be en-
couraged in the classroom, the re-
sult would be that when both lan-
Busges were heard inm the class-
rocm there would not be an air of
confusion but a mutual learning
process.

The chicana cannot Telate TO
her school books because her cul-
ture differs from the culture in-
dictated in that book. The chicana
culture is a collective culture
with the relationship of a cen-
tered family. The children in
fadry tales and other children's
bocks are white. She cammot Telate
to "Dick”™ and "Jane" and "'Spot" be

cause she never had friends like
thcse, She compares 'Dick" and
"Jane's"  grandfather's ranch,

which is about 200 acres of hors-
es, chickens, geese, and tractors,
with her grandfather's farm-- a
farm larpe enough for a house and
a few crops ta eell for a living.

14 reference from Mrs.
Platero, Head Start
Center Coordinator,

Gloria
Child Care

6

If she cannot rvelate to any of
this, she will aor want to read
thiz type of licerature. She be -
gins to feel discomraged to read
and to verbalize. She becomes em-
barassed becauss her culture is
not the type of culture she learns

in s¢hool nor is Et the way her
white Eriends live, The is afraid
and hides her <hicana identity.

Thus, she is ashawed of her people
and her color.

The teacher pubts pressure on
the chicana student. The cteacher
becomes frustrated when the chi-
cana student does mot do what she
is told. The tesacher punishes the
stodent because Tewards do  not
seem to wmean amything to her. The
teacher continues pestering the
chicama student to raise her hand
and amswer guestions in front of
the class and iz at her tail for
not doing her honework,

Here iz & very good example of
what 1 am Teferring Lo:

A Navajo hogan in the Ship-
rock, New Mexico, ares: Billy Ya-
zee, a six year old KNavajo boy,
ia lisztening te his father Paul
who is talking, The bop's grand-
father has Just left, ”Bill¥,
you mastn't look at Grandfather's
eyes when he talks to you, tHe's
an old and wise man, To lock in
his eyes is a sign of disre-
speet'',

A teachers' lommge at Billy's
school: Two teachers are discuss-
ing the new crop of first graders.
"Notice how shiE:{ they are, chey
never look you 1n the H

eye, I
know, you can't tell if they are
listening to you or just being
rude. T noticed the parents act

the sawe way.'

A classroom:
me when T talk
That's better!"

"Billy, look at
to vou! Billy!

The first grade teacher is fru-
strated when she tells Billy to
put his paints in his desk and in-
stead, he lesves the materials on
top of his desk,

beginners is
trouble with

Billy's class or
having considera-le
the basic readsrs, They can't
gpeak English yet, but the state
course of study calls for reading
instruction im the first grade.
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A school hallway: "I don't un-
dsrstand it, they simply don't
ssem to care about grades, Why
when ] was teaching in Albuquer-
que, you should have seen those
kids compete."

"rhe only thing cthey under-
srand is punishment, Rewards do
not seem to mean a thing,"

It's now second grade,Billy's
father has been to school to-see
wri Billy is so unhappy, why
he'd rather stay home, The tea-
cher has explained that Billy
simply won't raise his hand and
answer the questions, even when
e knows the answers. Billy
won't do his homework, explains
bis teacher. In a parting ges-
ture of friendship, the teacher
pives Paul Yazee's hand a good,
firm handshake and thanks him
for coming in. The teacher
feels a bit uneasy. Mr, Yazee
didn't squeeze his hand, In
fact, he sort of drew back a Bit
when the teacher squeezed it.

Communication has broken down.
The only message Billy is getting
loud and clear is "fou're a fail-
Jre." Nobody told Billy's teacher
that his averted eyes are a slgn
of respect. She didn't know that
the Navajo language ddoes not have
geparate words for "on" and "in".
Maybe if Billy's teacher had taken
gome time durinmg the first year to
belp him attain a conversational
grasp of basic English, the first

reader might have been a little

easier. Maybe if the teacher had
known the cultural attitude toward

competition, she would have been a

bit
she
the

teacher, willing to

more understanding, In faet,
might have used it for her and
children's advantage, Had the
substitute

punishment for reward, known the

cul

ture she eould have used group

rewards instead of singling out

chi
cul

ldren for special praise--a
turally embarrassing practice.

And, as for the teacher's concern

about Billy's

not raising his

hand, well, even this could have
been explained had she known the

high value

up

laced on not showing
other classmates, 0Oh, vyes,

homework is tough in a single room

fil
fam
poc

in

bot
ish
the
aim

by

1l
and
ren
to

1irf
the
tur
the

led with the usual extended
ily tradition and, in addition,
rly lighted.
These kinds of problems result
discriminatory treatment of
h chicunos and chicanas. Span-
and Megro children also have
ir own cultures, mnd they face
ilar lack of understanding.
Materials of instruction used
the students seldom contaln pos-
ve reference to the environment
culture with which these child-
are familiar, They are asked
empathize and Telate to ways of
e considerably different from
ir own., In other words, ''cul-
al relevance'' is missing from
school enviromment.
Classroom management strategies

based on eclearly defined behavior-

al
ed

objectives and currently acceplb-
learning theory have not been

systematically tested in ethnic
minority c¢lassrooms to see what
system works best with whiech kids,
Many teachers use culturally inap-
propriate rewards such as grades
and can't understand why they do
not work.

TSE APPLICANT

by Sylvia Flat

Mrit, are you our sort of a persom?
Da rou wear

A gisns eye, Falae testh or a crulch
A lerace or a hook

Rubbser breaasta or a mubber crotch,
el tches o b e | B
Ha, ne’ 11
Howr con Elva ¥ tking
Atoes cryimg.
Opes your hasd,
EmpcyT Eapty. DNers i 2 hamd

FI11 ik s wil linmg
To bring Cescupes amd rell mway
hisdackes
And &0 whatever you ke ic.
Will you mmrry [t?

gpuarant mesl

To flumb shot your eyes at the ool

And dissolve of sorrow.

We make new stock from the salf.
maticeé you are stark maked.

B about this sall--

Blmck and stiff, bat net = bhad Eit

Will you mmrTy it

It Ls waterproof, shatrerproof, proond
Againet fire aml bhombes through the caof.

Belleve me, chey'll bary you in lE,

Now your head, excuse ma, in smpty.

I have the ticket for that.

Come here, sweetie, out of the cleses.
Well, vhat do you think of rhat?
Haksd as paper to start

But in twenty-Five years she'

be &ilver,
in Eifry, gold.
A Elving doll, evervwhere you [ook.
It zam wew, Lt coan cook
It 2an talk, calk, talk.

It vworke. thers | mothing wroog
with
Yoz hheve & boie, 12 's & pomltien.
You have an oye, Lt 'a am [mmpe .
Ny boy, it's your last resort.
Will you sarry fC, marry ([, marry Lf.
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She was aoft amd pretty; he
know she was unbtouched. ( Hote em-
vhasis on virginity, JHer alabaster
skin and succulent orbs aroused

him. { How do we feel when our own
bodiez don't meet society's white
ang lo-gaxon idea! of Feminine
beauty?) Zhe felrc that something
was missing in her life--she was
aot sube whak... (Women should be
¢ncouraged to learn about and ex-
periment with their own sexuality.)
He presented her with his bulging
manliness, (Neither virility nor
gatisfaction is necessarily propor-
tional to cthe size of a man's
peniz.) As his soaring flagpole
rose Lo meet the dewy down, she
realized immediactely what she had
always needed. she fell back in
anticipation, already wet and hot.
(Rarely is a woman instantly arous-
ed ar the mere sight of an eract
penis.) He caressed her agonized
knob. she lay etill, awaitiog the
real thing.,. (Implied here is the
notlen cthot coitus is  the anly
yalid" means to achieve orgasm.
4 distinction between ‘'vaginal"
and  MYelitoral" orgasm is also im-
plied. Although orgasms may feel

"All She Needs Is A Good . ...

Pornograrhy reflects and rTeln-
forces certain values which feed male
supremacy, This literature is writtien
primarily for men; 1t portrays women
the way the dominant sex wants to see
them = as passlve and lneffectual, to-
tally dapandent upon men. In pormogra-
ohy, as in soclety, wvomen and men come
topether not as egquals but as oporessed
and oppressor, Men subjumate women as
they subjusate other races amd cultures
Sexual relations parallel political
relations; both are based on powaer, The
ambodinent of man's power is hls penls.
Supremacy hinges on power, Which 1s
closely linked with azsressive, oppres-
sive action. In pornograthy the man's
venis is a “charsing steed”, a "weapon)
an “exploding eun" or a “"battering ram”
doman 1z territory to be conquered and
exploited. Through sex, man WEgES WaAr
orn Womarn.

In tha process of subjugation men
define women as sexual objects whose
worth depends  on conformity to a stan-
dard of beauty +that is both raclist and
plastic. Hy objectifying woman, man no
longar has to deal with her as a human
being. He earn infliet vpain without
having to feel suilty.

different, all are centered in the
elitoris.) He thrust to the hile,
tearing her maidenhead. She crled
out in painm. (The breaking of the
hymen durimg intercourse is ookt
necesgard Ly painful, especially if
there 18 eoough previous stimula-
tion to produce lubrication and
relax museles. Also, the hymeén cam
easily be stretched belors a woman
ever has intercourse.) As he con-
tinued his forceful thrusts, she
screamed, "Oh, shove it up to my
head! Morel More!™

"Wou luscious cunt," he snarl-
ed, She felr his come shoot forth
and £fill her with the lifegiving li-
quoer of love. ller pain turned to
pleasure, and her legs atiffened
in orgasmic paralysis. (How impera-
tive 15 simultaneous orgasm?] Elood
gusned aown her Llushed thighs.
(Aacely does Che preaking of tne by-
men eause excensive bleeding. ) He
fias initiated her iako the realm
of the Lliviog, and sha now can
make up for all she's been missing.
Her body has found frs true master,
nas becrme his 'il'i[ll!"}; __-“ I|1V:'-'_:L
would do anything ro  sabisiy Eis
wants.

The belief that pain is pleasurable
for women also serves as a Tatlonale
for his cruslty. This supposed enjoy-
ment of pain increases nman's contemot
for woman. Because men respect only
power, and women, by definition, ars
penisless, men can never respecht women,
Because in pornography women exist for
gex alone, and sex 1s portrayed as
animalistic, women are held in comuplets
contenpt.

Contrary to popular bellef, what
satiefles a woman sexually in distin=-
guishable from whet satisfies & man,
Through soclety's extolling of “vagin-
al" orpanism, the wpenls becomes the
primary source of a woman's sexual
ypleasure, Any other form of stimulatlon
threatens male supremacy. Lesblanlsm
aerven as an added titillatlon for men
tecause 1t makes the conquest more dif-
ficult, hence more satisfying. The
woman lnternalizes the man’s view that
other forms of stimulation are secon-
dary and not as fulfilling. Man, in
teaching woman his view of her sexual-
ity, reinforces the ineguality. By
learning about our own sexuallty and
takineg coatrol of our bodles, wWe can
begln to taks control of our oWwn lives,

[ HEQGANERAGAT NS BUIG

Have you ever wondered why
mo:t of your professors are =nglo
mey Why are there almosc ne Third

World professorg? Why are thexe so

few women professors? We con't
fexl 4t is simply a coincicence
that pogitions are alwavs fillad
by white qan miit Tather there is
a ¢onnection between who controls
this school (i.e, white, r=ist
sexist males) and who is I=ing
hized. -

, In the wumniversity, Lile= in
sodlety, women and Third tworld
pesple are a cheap labor fcrce,
They have repeatedly been concent-
rated in lower positions with Tow-
er pay. less iob security ard few-
er privileges. This leaves ther ex-
posed to budgetary cutbacks and
creates a situation of being the
laat hired, first fired, Third
World and women facullbw menmbers
on this cawpus have never had the
Sarle promotion. rate as Lheir anwlo
male colleagues. These statemencs
are exemplified in the charts. In
addition there are no women on
sixteen out of twenty-four bcards
and the number of women whco bhave
come up for tenure and have Te-
ceived it 1is zero.

For the white and Third Wworld
wonen discrimination exists _boeth
in practice and written policy,
Discriminatory attitudes prevail
from recruiting to fringe benefits
and nepotism, lhe nepotism regula-
tien is a university policy of not
hiring related persons. Unfortun-
ately this usuallv affects warried
couples and works against the

wonan, Whenever z couple comes be--

fore the beoard to seek employnent,
if the woman is preferred to the
mat, neither candidate is hired,
If both candidates are equally

quilified, however, the male is al-

ways hired, and his wife is some-
tines granted a menial non-ladder
position, There are profesgor's
wives, mnow on campus, with FhD's
whe are holding teaching assistant
positicns. No case has been found
in which a wman hasn't been hired
because of this policy.

Even though women contribute
to the University retirement plan
at the same rale as men, the sur-
vivor benefits which women receive
are less than those for men., Their
husbands do not receive survivor
berefits unless their wives have
contributed at least 50% to their
support, Widows of professors, on
the other hand, are given survivor
berefits regardless of rhe amount
of support contributed by the pra-
fessor s wife, This is a blacant
viclation of the law which stares,

M. the enmployer will not ba con-
gidered to hawe violsted any gu-d
lines if hig comtributions are the
same for men and women or if th
resulting berefits are equal.”

In interviews with board and

commictee chazirmen conducted last
yvear, it was evident that their
attitudes Ctoward women are dis-
criminatory. Une of the white

males dinterviewed revealed that:
"We would notb wanl strong women

because they nake people  feel
uncom™ortable," Im addicion, one

chairman continwally referred to
his Tecxruiting as a search for the
"best man, " and snether indicated
that he writes recruiting letters
asking sbout a "bright voung man,"
Finaglly ome chairman indicated
they wanted @ voman in a certain
Field but Jjust beecause it was con-
cerned with childrem., With such

attitudes prevailing, it is little
wonder why Che moer  of women

tegching on this cam is small,
The U.C, Policy states that,
"Recrulitment letters should affir-
matively state that the department
is interested o hiring boeth women
and men, and neither letters nor
oral comwnications should indi-
cate that men are preferred ro
women, "

When 4t comes Lo hiving a
woman or & Third World male, the
womart 18 usually selected, A third

world male threatens the security
aéreLhH__wh:Ie admimiatration muc
i Chan  a woman. Whenever 1
third world person is hired. it is
?s?ally an  act of mere tnienism
.3 - - v yor-d

f: ?ely waln“ the board members
: o as LJLHKT Lhey are breaking
\gwg Lhe lhzrrlerﬁ between races.
2 result, Third Worl 1 L
Santa Cruz are oat raphoople at

Z ar Ll
a . are z=lmost negripibie,
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can be done about the
attitudes on this
campus? Action has already been
fnitiated, and two class acgion
complaints have been filed against
L.C. Berkeley and U.C, Santa Cruz

fnavolving discrimination on the
basis of sex, A complaint has also
teen filed against U.C, Berkeley
snvolving discrimination on the

i and national origin.
E&? *swggegagﬁd Third World people

ire still being fired _and not
bired., These professors need all
the support from the students that

What
racist, sexist

they can get. Student support is
the onl immediately effective
neans that professors have avail--

able to fight a%ai.nat the white
-acist, sexist males who control

+hig so-called liberal campus. As
m article from the December 6,
1971 igsue of Loaded stated, it 1s
also "erucial a e Boards know
that we are aware of the suits,
mware of the legal requirements,

Women Total Faculby
&7

Ladder Poaitions
full Prof.

issoc. Prof. 3 Ll
psst, Prof. 7 B3
Acting Asst, Pref. 3 20
fotal ladder appt. L3 e

Hon=-ladder Positions

O

‘eting Imstructor 5 16
hagsoc. 4 L
Lecturer 17 60
Total non-ladder 26 El]

Source: Class Action Suit &4-1-71
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College Third World Taculty
Mereill 1 Asfan
1 Elacks
28 Fres | Chicano
1 Anglo Indian
L India Indisn
Cowell 2 Blacks
43 FTE | Hepalese
Srevenaon 1 Asinn
51 FIE 1 Black
Crown 1 Puerco Rican
38 FTE
Eresge 0 Ethnics
15 FIE
Collega V 1 Black
&3 FTE Chicana

#Full Time Employees

Source: Mike Rotkin

and gbove all unwilling to accept
blatant tokenism, It is essential
that students, particularly those
who are most sensitive to the need
for Third World and female teach-
ers on this campus, find out who
in each Board is involved in facul-
ty recruitment, Talk to these
individuals, and if there is no
committee or set procedure, demand
one., This is one of the points
required by the affirmative action
plans(HEW) and one also recommend-
ed by the Faculty Senate Coumittee
on the Status of W-men. If there

ia a committee, find out how stud- I

ents can partlicipate immediately,"

——

A HISTORY OF

How they came Lnto the world,
the women-lovlngz-women

camt in three by three

and four br four

tha women~loving=women

cam+ in ten by ten

and ten by ten amain

until there were more

thaz you could coumt

ther took care of each other
the best they knew how

and of sach othor's children,
Af thev had anmy

How thev lived in the
the women=1ovinz-women
leatned As munh as they were allowad
ard wvalked and wore thelr clothes
the way they 11ked

orld,

LESBIANISM

How they wendi owt «f the world,
the sonen-loving—wemen

went oul one Ty oane

Fawing withateod greater anr! lesaer
triate, and neck hatred

from other meerls, ther wvartl out
ocne by oxe, eack hevime tried

Ln her own sy o everthnrow

te rule of nen ower woen,

thay tried 1t ome Ty one

ardl hundred by Funcred,

until sach came Ln her cvn uay
to the end of her life

and died,

The emblect of lestlanlen
ia very orcirary| Lt's the
gueatior of mals dosination
that nakes everybady

vherever they could, They did whataver 4
thes knew <o be happy or free
and worked and worked and worked.
The women-lovins-waman
in dnericas were called dAvkes
and some liked 1k
and some did not.
they nade love ko each ather
the best they knew how
and for the beat reasons
letters to women
Il see soul pain sves
hidden i blue dshadoe
Fur lazshes deny the roal
hal |'|fnu'|.|:-ra||'|n'|,a;- ahowie the brow
not helow the knee
L see your eves, slstet
L sge your woul
yeu eall your breasts weinkled lemons,
hide thew under § inch foam, lesra
te Like wvour thighe enly co hear
vou have ugly feet. .
how long will we listen Eo men
who tell us they love ua?
who call us [rigld or manliac & tofn sway?
bhow long will we atand as dolls on &
she b
WY e iy e
ane house & i'm yours
i'm mioe, sister
hew about you?d
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start off with the
xealization that as much as women
want to be good c-cientlscs or en-
gineers, they wan. first and fore-
post  to be womanly companions of
pen and mothers." (Bruno Bettel-
beim, sychologist, University of
Chicago

Nothing does more Lo perpetuate

"oWe must

the above fallacy than Rock and
BEoll music. Along with the overt
sexist attitudes of men in rock,

ir is particularly distressing to
kear female artists further rein-
forcing such oppressive images of
women. If Rock music 1s the voice
of the new, "liberated" gemeration
if this new sound is the chief
language and means of commonica-
tion for a "newly conscious” breed,
then millions of sisters anc bro-
thers are ereating a counter-cul-
ture that merely cloaks old values
in a new style.
Musle eritic
wrices, "Sexist
the rock boys hawve

-

Albert Goldman
pigs in excelsis,
divided women

into two camps: those who follow
them as groupies, and those who
remain at home, nursing future
generations of herces near the
:anctity of the macrobiotic
hearch."

The first cut off Tapestry is
"y Feel the Darth Move™ @ N1 ieel

the earth move under my feet/ I
feel the sky tumbling down/ T feel
my heart start to trembling, when-
ever you're near me/ And  you
renderly <all my name/ I know my
emotions are something 1 Jjust
can't tamef T've just got to have
you baby...' Most of her somgs

are directed to an assumed male
character. I suppose it is fine if
Carole feels that way, but lament
arises when one realizes that mil-

lions of males and females are
hearing a woman Ilyrically submit
hersclf to male supremacy. It

would be fard to imagine  these

lyrics sung by a man.

Another song on Tapestcy 1is
" Where You Lead "; ?wET_EIGhys
wanted a real home, with flowers
on the windowsill/ But if you want
to live in New York Clty, Homey,
you kmow I will/.. . And where you
lead T will follow/ Anywhere you
tell me tof TL vou need , need me
to be with you/ T will follow
where you lead.'

Probably the most devastating
image female vocalists present Lo
the Listening public is the readi-
ness to change themselves dnto

Rhetoric of Rock

There has been a recenlt emer-
gence of successful women Rock
stars, although the male artists
still oucnumber the females by a
subsrtantial margin. Carly Simon,
Rita Coolidge, Carcle King, Laura
¥yro, Lydia Pence, Joni Mitchell,
and the late Janis Joplin are
imong the popular Female reccrdin
artists today. These sisters are
surting forth a sexist dimmze of
female incompetence. Amlidey the
roof -tops, sweetseasons, wood -
itocks, and Eﬂul-findin% BOTIES ,
sach artist sings of female depen-
dency, passivity, inferiority, and

womanly compassion. The lyrics
vary, but the underriding implica-
tion is consistent; thac is, men

dominate, women submit.

Carole FKing 1is probably che
most popular female vocalist today,
rertuigly the most . successful,
ler album, Tapestry, has sold four
weillion reEEEEE__Ehﬁ two million
tapes , and ic is still selling
150,000 coples a week. Her songs
are played frequently on AM and FM
radio stations across the country,
and there is usually & Carple King
song in the "Top Ten Hits" lists.
She wes voted Woman of the Year by
the Hew York Times , and Tapestry
wag rated by Rolling Stone as one
~f the three best LP's of 1971.
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whatever a4 man wants them to be,
Carley Simon sings " The Girl You
Think You See "; I' m not really
the girl you think you sees/ Who
ever you want is exactly who [' m
more than willing to be/ 1' 1L be
carefree/ A peace corp trainee/
Your Gypsy Rose Lee/ To please
you.' The thought of anvbody alter-
ing oneself in some way for anoth-
er person seems Llike a backward
leap on the rough path to self-
realization. Yet these sisters
are consistemtly advocating such
behavior, and T see too many peo-
ple accepting the ldea and in turn
gtifling a prowth of consciousness,

Needless to say it is the woman
here whose awareness 1is hindered
most.

& prevalent and equally disil-
lusioning image of women presented
by the sisters in Rock and Roll is
that of the compassionate fool ,
left suffering =and desolate by a
man for another woman. Tt is also
interesting to note the element of
bad ctreatment attributed to men.
Rira Coolidge sings "I'l1l Be Here"
on her album "Nice Feeling"...'Boy
you treat me mean and you treat me
cold and wyou hurt me down to my
very soul... But when she (other
woman) leaves you and you're all
alone I' m just a: lose @s your

telephone... I'11 be here whem you
want me..."

Lydia Pence of Cold Bloed ni:q;
"I'mag woman... you don €
even take me out when I put oo =y
dress/ 1 know you 'we got anotbsr
woman somewhere around but Fey
1'm a4 good woman, such a good wo-
man such a goood woman .../ So
don't treat me like dirc."

On the other end of the spec-
trum is Joni Miechell. Joni her-
self is an appalling image of the
organic, mother-earth goddess; the
sweet, soft, compassionate, &nd
everloving female, servant of msn
She presents this unreal image
throughout her songs. "All I Wamt
Blue” -- ' I want to have funs I
want to shine like the sum/ T want
to be the one you want to ses/ 1
want to knit you a sweater,/ 1 wanl
te write you a love letter/ 1 want

to make you feel betger/ | want to
make you feel free.' Females fden-
tifying with this image are likely
te Find their emotiomal =tability
destroyed whem they realize tBat
it is impossible to live uwp to the
image. Males, fooled into believ-
ing that such women exist, will be
sadly disappointed,

?Thgre is a very real damger
to both male and female comsclous-
ness im the images of women inm
music. Its significance lies mot
on the metaphors or " meaning ™ of
words, but in rthe emotional impact

ir has om the listemer. The power

of music resches the pacterns of

memory =nd respomse and lodges it-

self in the umcimscions of the lis-
temer. In other words, music is

intemalized, especially if it is

heard a nuwber of Eimes.

A personal case in point is
oy internalizacion pf Carole
King's music. Tapestry was one of
my all -cime faverite listen-to-
when-1"m-down records. T used to

think, "Oh, thiz s just how I
feel, and here is a far out woman
who has written wmy feelings in

prose.” 1 actually wrote the words
to “So Far Away'' Im a lecter and
mailed it to a male in Mexico City.
Ar the time [ sincerely felt that
way. As I listensd to more female
vocalists [ began to accept images
and believed that my worth depen-

ded on oy matiuﬁe a man  happy,
being cthere when stepped on me
or lefr me, snd chinking that T

could not liwve without a man.

I've come ppon am incredible
feeling of Freedom and self-worth
from my involvement inm women's
liberation. Somshow 1'd like to
share my new-found awareness with
sisters who are in the place [ was.




From Alternativ

I have begun to realize tie
rremendous amount of oppression
that I Fface in my everyday life,
sften becoming despondent and

iskin self when will scraight
nucig%ym?ralinquiah irs right to
aower. The laws ra§grding homo-
sexuglity are becoming wore -
gressive, but housing and employ-
sent are no less difficult, not to
nention psychological harassment.
In recognizing these problems
I tried to determine who would
benefit from the enfranchisement
2f gay people, women, and other
iinoricies, [v ig frighiening to
war  that ﬂnlr when it benefits
che majoricy that the concerns of
hese minorities are realized. 1
egan to think of the great gex-
tality crisis faced by wost people
i our soclety, and its efifects,
wes mce congldered a heterosex
gl T was wunhappy in my role and
juenitly I acoed Lo & Syl
w conalider antimocial, It is
feeling of Inadequacy and sex-
Ial  impotency which causes many
situations. Cur society,
however, tends to only punish and
iry to force Individuals to change
tehavior without consldering the
“eanons why certain peopla act as
they do, In fact. the wﬁdle field
ot behavioriam is founded upon the
bellef rthat if you change the be-
havior using no matter what
vathods, you can solve the problem
of unhagppiness and the resulting
mtisoeigl behavior, which is con-
gldered an 1llneas. It would deem
that if men and women could be
freed of the cnnstriﬂtin% roles
which bind them or by which they
define themselves that ecrimes
such gs rape and prostitutiom (of
which women, black women in par-
ticular, are victims) would vanish.
1f for one time in hiatory the in-
tegrity of human relationships
wvere put on a higher and more
lmportant level than a business
eontract, then untold amounts of
humgn suffering and costly waste
would vanish.
As a womgn and as a lesbian,
I consider the relationship 1in
yhich sexual expression  occurs
mch more important than physical
aspects of che relacionsnip. The
expregsion of one's self cannot
occur in a climate where one of
the members of the ait:;:iun has
nore power or greagter ortance
then the other.
Many persons fall in love
with someone of the sgame sex be-
cause they and the other person

are equals, therefore they cau
expect to achieve irue expresgion
and openess. Men with other wen
are not obliged to control or man-
ipulate the situation, and women
with ather women are not obliged to
submit to contreol or manipulation.
That is nmot to say that the same
gituarion eannot occur in a heter-
oszxuegl relationship, but there 1a
more shit to cut through since the
male In such g situgtion uwsually
does not want to Tel sh his
power or see that it is oppressive
When g woman in a gay relationship
becomes oppressive, the power play
is ourch espsier to degl with as sha
cai be sghown quite readily in
wii-ch ways she 1s being oppressive
juat as a man would be,

In lpoking at the standarda
ugsed by strafight society regard-
ing the oppressive and represgsive
T ITE £ mmy ,HE".'F, e MMEL 1Mt
seonlea howe come

undarstood Che

1
=
- "

loratand where
from., It must be d
ngny people have had their lives
' by straight soclety
that they Instinctively feel de-
Fensive and can no longer open
themselves up to the poseibility
of destruntrion. This i# tha pri-
mary reason that the gay movemeni
is so young in age and small in
munber, The men and women who
were unfortunste snough to be dis-
covered 5-10) years ago have ofteu
been soc destroyed that they will
never lend anything but the most
private support to the movement,
There are many lesblans 1 koow
personally who were kicked out of
high school or college in disgrace
hal ctheir love letters mimeo-
%I‘!phed and gives to psychiatrists
nit their lovers through suicides
have been blackmailed, barred from
professions as dinnocuous as beau-
ticians or cab drivers, lost thelr
children or have been inecitution-
alized for months or even years
for the =simple sct of loving an-
other woman, It ls interesting to
note that the greatest persecution
comes when you first come out,

go mutilated

your first romance of 16 or 17
yerra old, Imagine 1if the re-
spones given to the first love of

A heterogsexual boy and girl were
this kind of treatment. In most
cases it is the result of the dis-
cav of love letters; often the
relationship has ineluded no gpe
of sexual experience, and e
parties involved are usually being
punished for something which they
don't wunderstand at all., It is
not uncommen for a young womsn to

to Mainstream

fall in love with one of hear

friends, not even really knowing
there is such a sgocigl #erm as
homosexuality until she s

attacked and punished for being a
legbian., Many women hetercsexuals
are gimilarly punished con Ethe
hagis of suspicion alore,

THIS IS THE WAY STRAIGHT SOCIETY
SEEMS TO DEAL WITH 1ITS CEILDREN,

The #0171 1o terms of woney o
cure the effects of such treatment
is unbelievable., Many yatients

spend the bulk of thelr lives In
mental hbeospitals becguse of such
treatcant, many go into prostitu-

tion or =are forced I1into 1£ ay
brutsl men who play on their feel-
ings of disgrece and insecurity.

: ilec=- en ho -
0 g N g S
frigid

d women, weEny have =wented
hildren to prove thelr capacities
18 women. Many become the victims
L porrupt vice squad asotivities,
fill the pockets of tha wmafis in
gyoifs in bare and clubs, The
negt tragice of gll =- many, far
too many, are the victims of their

wwnl self=hatred who become nothing

more than sulcide statistics.
Often In suicide notes there ere
indications that some personE ars

80 convinced and Fesrful of their
homosexuality, they will destroy
theixr lives 1in order not to act
out their inner beings.

1 say all these things becsuse
gay people are mmmerous, 1 am
sure that you have Jnown wany in
your lifetime who fooled wyou with
their covers, They were so afrgid
of telling you or themselves that
they ]i.veg in secret agony endur-
ing the destruction of countless
loving relarionships in favor of
thelr cover. Many of these people
may have been forced to give up a
career to leave a dangerous situs-
tion or to avoid blackmail, They
are your mothers or fathers, in
many casz2s, sisters and brothers,
frienda, couaina, ministers, doc-
tors, gunts, uncles, and grandper-
ents., Usually these people hsve
one or more societal crutehes im
order to gllow escape from the
torture of hiding,

We muse all work togetMer for
the liberatiom of the bhuman race
which we have so expertly mangled
The problems confronting us today
are such that no one can be ex-
cluded, Many happy, loving homwes
can be found for children, now in
instirutions, in the gay commmi

- would this be detrirental to the
child? Mow could & loving envir-

onment 'pansiblg be more harmful to
a child than ife @3 a number in
an institution? Simply because

often have a much more innovative
approgch to a problem than people
wrm have contented themzelwes with
a role-eriented lifestyle. We are
cectainly pact of 20 answer to the
Er proolem of population com:

trol, becaus . we sre not usually
overwhelmed by the necessity of a
biological tie between parents and

children. We provide many of the
angwers to gquestitms Lrom women's

libergtion irmvolving the nature of
masculine and feninine ghiliries,
For these reasoms and because of
the gltermative and commnal
nature or our lifestyle, we are
most hopeful for the day when the
problems of all pecple will be
dealt with in a sccialdistic spirit.

-your sister in revoluliom




Much of che contemporary lic-
eracure coming from Third World
women concerns itself with the
participation of Third World women
in the current women's liberation

gtruggle. The dialog that ema-
nates from this literabture re-
volves around the argument of
whether Chicanas should seek 1i-
beracion only in terms of being
Chicanas or in terms of being
Chicanas and women a8 well. While

that the role of Chi-
canas should be that of resisting
repression and American society
alongside Chicanps, others argue

s0me 4Argue

that their role should be a dual
ane, that Chicapnas should Fight
oppression not only because they

are Chicsnas but because they are

CHIGCANAS
AND

this argument is
Chicanas are op-
pressed more for being from 4 wvi-
sibly "alien" ethnic group than
for beine women. They are op-
pressed ds women within cheir cul-

Central to
the fact that

ture by machismo and by other
means of oppression, for example,

the Church and the strong opposi-
tion egainst birth contral, abor-
tion, and child eare. The larger
society promotes the oppression
of the Chicana through job dis-
crimination, raclism, discrimina-
tion in educarion, welfare, pri-
sond and so forth. Thus, Chlcanas
are oppressed along the three
lines of racism, class, and sex-
ism, whereas rhe women who make up
the middle class women's libera-
tion movement are oppressed inso-
far as they are women; they are
oppressed as 4 class.

The Chicana must resist both
a8 4 woman and 3 Chicana. She
must resist the chauvinism of her
carnales, and the seductive over-
tures to self-destruction of the
larger soclety. The Chicana must
realize that freedom cannot be the
prercgative of the other sex, and
that "liberation" is meaningless
{f she hae not participated. Freoe-
dom, in ics most real and baslec
gense, cannot be, 1f 1t 1s not for
everyone.

Chicanss must be allowed the
freedom to combst sexism because
sexism represses not only Chicdanas
but La Raza as a whole. The
larger society utilizes sexist
tactics like cthe dogma of anti-
birth control and abortion to
malntain an economle 5tranglehold
on all Raza. Chicanos canmot gain

genuine freedom if they are op-
ressors; oppresaion imprisons
oth the vietim and the oppressor;
both sre dehumanized.

The awareness of Chicanas is
fast rising. In a survey from the
first national Chicana conference,
held May 28-30 in  Houston, 84% of

the women surveyed felt that they
had not been encouraged to seek
professional careers and that

higher educarion i{s not considered
important for Mexican WOmMEN .
Eighty-four percent agreed that
women did not receive fair wapes.
When asked if married women and
mothers who attended school were
expected to do the housework, be
responsible for children, cook and
do the laundry while going to
gchool, 100% of rthe women said
they were. FEighty-eight percent
agreed that a social double stan-
dard existed, When they were
asked if they were discriminated
against within 1a Raza, 72Z said
yes, none said no, and 287 veiced

_no opinion.

A becter dimndicater of the
awareness of the Chicana is the
praxis of reflecrion transformed
into acrion. Chicanas must resist
through and around their owm de-
mands and through their own organ-
izarion. Im 1970 the women in
MAPA (Mexican-American Politcical
Association) formed a caucus at
that organization's annual meet-

WoMEN’S

EIBERATION

17

A workshop on women was also
held at a Latino Conference dim
Wisconsin in 1970, in Cryscal
City, Texas, wonen had to organize
themselveas (Cryseal Gity has be-
come Famous Ffor the takeover of
that city by the La Raza Unida
Partv.) Cliuvdadanos Unidos (United
Citizens), the ocrganization of the
Chicanog commumity in Crystal City,
was limited to Chicanos, who made
all the decisions. The women's
auxiliary, Cluodadanas Unidas, in-
vaded one of the mem's mestings
and demamded recogmicion as mem-
bers on an equal basis. They pgot
ic.

ing.

Thare is new literature being
devoted to Chicanas. 'There iz a
special section devoted to them in
the newspaper, El Grito Del Nocte,
whose editor, incidentally, is a

woman. 'The Chicana feminist news-
paper, Las Hijas de Cuahtemoc,
from Long Beach, California, is

another example.
The white women's liberation

movenent must begin to address ie-
gelf to the probleyr of Third
Wor id women. Velia &. Hancack
wrltes:

Ncne of the predomin.ncly white
middle class, professional
groups have come to grips with

recism  in American society or
the deliberate role of the go-
vernment in the oonressipn of

Chicano people educatiopalle and
ir every other way. Tiese wonen
axre reformists in the liberal
cxadicion. As u  foree for
cehange they are basicallv ILrre-

ievanc to the

Chicanoe people
and, therefaore,

o Ohd camas .

If the winen's liberation movement

Eruly wants to be g part of the
change that is forthceming, then
it is imperative thit it address
and celate frseld o Third
World people. Lf ther dp not,

they rcun the rflsk of achieving
"liberaction" aleng the lines and
tems of thelr oppreszsocrs; that is
to say, the very fact that the
middle class vomen's govement is
white implies that it Iz basically

racisc, another "whires only" or-
ganization.

MkklL Clovaoni

it's &8 quastion of

pemer
vitleh we must wleld

if 4t is ot

to be wiglded

against vz,

Our Collective Eifort

We, as a group of women, tried to
meet. We failed. It Is only afcer
many attempts to breank theough barriers
thar we began to underscand the reasons
Eor aur failure. We don't believe chat

our tinpgle example means that women's
grours dnevitably have to fall apart,
but they do have wmany obstacles to
OV B EOMmE .

What are they?

[m addition o varied perscnalit-
ies, vomwen bave problems over and above
thoss that are eéncountered by any other
Beciiusge women aren’t &ccustomsd
to working together in exclusively fe-
miale groups, we had difficaleies Iin as-
somlag leadership, taking Imitistive
aml respongibility. These difficuledias
shoulddt necessarily be a disadvantage;
no oag should have to be a leader, A&
new and better kind of growp should be
developed where overy one takes part In
the Iecision making and organizing.

We are go used to working individ-
wally that we have no concepcicon of how
to work ctogether am a group. Making =
comnicment is necessary for the surviv-
al ot the group. This i something chat
we ad slsters must learn to do.

Group eperience is demanding.
Many of us were afraid that {f wi be-
came leaders, all che work would fall

@rmlh.

were we pesslmiscic,

on our shoulders. HNo ome wos willlnp
to risk exposing hecself--there was ai-
ways the chance of beiag resented or
attacked. Mo oee wanted to wppoar ig-
norant, nor to ba held responsible For
possible failure. We were all on the
dofensive from the stact. HNot only
3 but we wore often
apachetic an wall.

We cene to the groop wvith various
notives, nost of we wirh & [eeling of
Forced ebligation which ceselted in re-
sentpent, Ooe of ws (Wendy) came with
the expectation of intellectunl stimal-
Mancy came with expectations of

atiom.

experiencing sisterbood chramgh a study

group situation.
ve all started with vague hopos o

a strong group materdaldszing, bLut we
were too essily discoursged. Why? jlow
much of this hae to do wlic the facl

that we sre femsfe? Yery Dlittle, we
think. HRather, it is a reflectlon upon
oar gacialization as woren.

fur hostilitlies were
all broughet cut into the open and |
defens iveness disappesTed, We
Freely and begen to koow each
ke each echer. We hed finally beoom
a4 group, Through =
initial failures we, o fact, wmu
As proof, we submit Chis article

eventun] 1

ra l kad

other and

recdognltion o

{8 LR




"You ecan not skate," said
Mark.

Down you gol

Come on! Get up!

I will help you skate."

"I ean skate fust like vyou,"
gaid Janect.

"You do not have te help me.
But I do not want to skate.
Not now!"

at her, Mother," said

Just look at her.
She is just like a girl.
She gives up."

Behavior is prescribed [for
young girls even before they leave
home =snd 1s categorically rein-

forced in the schools. Girls are
expected o be gilly, but compas-
sionate, to be talkative, but not
curious.
"Daddy look here," said
Janet, "What is cthis big
word?"
"Imagination," said Daddy.
"That is a big word For a

licele girl like you."

Through the lack of positive rein-
Forcement the curiosity of girls
is stifled.

She is just like a girl!

This is an example of negative
self-image and a blatant example
of negative sexism perpetuated by
the public school system. This

quote was caken from Around the
Corner, a flrst pgrade Cexthook
trom the California State Series
which is currencly being used in
the Santa Cruz City Schoolas. We
chose this series because all
¢hildren in publie schools must
rend Them

"Women on Words and Images"”,
a4 group in Hew Jersey, did a sur-
vey of 144 elementary readers
from 15 major series. They found
900 stories wich a boy as the main
character as opposed to 344 stor-

les with a girl as the maln charac-

ter.

In the 1llustrations of the
textbooks we studied, the boys are
pictured as capable, independent,
and aggressive. The girls are pic-
tured as docile, silly, &l inse-

cure. A survey of one rextbock
chosen at random revealed that
there

were twice as many pictures
of boys than girls; 79% of the 11-
lustrations of boys were showing
gome form of action as opposed to
enly 277 of the pictures of girls
showing them ro be active.

Most of the texts were "pro-
gressive” enough to show one or
two Third World characters in a
white middle-elass suburban set-
ting, Usually a Third World child
ls the member of a white circle of
friends. Rarely is the story cen-
tered around a Third:World family,

Despite the fact that 29 mil-
lion mothers work, the women in
the textbooks we examined were al-
most without exception mothers and
housewives. This perpetuates the
myth that the woman's place is in
the home, although 157 of working
women are heads of households.
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In one poem in a second grade

reader, the girl sounds more like
a rock or tree rather than the

youthful, playing child we are ac-
customed to.

Ellen on a hill-top
Ellen on a hill

Ellen on a hill-top-hill
Srill. atill, srill.

The nuclear family structure
in texthooks seldom draws on the
reality of American life today.
The storiea primarily revolve a-

cound familial situations. However
these families are mever faced
with the common problems of unem-

ployment divoree, alecholism,
death, or any other traumas for a
young child.

This Iliterature, used in our

public schools today is serving to
teinforce, extend, and fina%izg

the socialization into sex roles

already rooted in children before

they reach school. Thus, the world

of the textbook is a small one, de-
structive at worst, and grossly un-
representative of the world and

life at best.

S5 IVE XL 1.

and BIEGUXILIE

In a cross section of populir
fietdon designed to appeal to sbtu-
dents in the 3rd te o6th rades,
the -“mage of the female relies con-
sistently on traditiomally accsps-

o r(%gﬁélly the adventurcus gzirl

far ¢ from the ideal beauty,
:ieﬂnnst d:ﬁira?li Eemal&.rﬁgz EEq
athletic and plain, mneve
= ] "faminilne" countC2t-
igiEFlv%hgﬁigiz gf "desirabllitpﬁ
impl les a sexist view of what the
tombar should eventually look like
as a mature, ETOWN-Up WOmSn: grace-
ful, alluring, innocent, beguiling,
vhitce,
= nf the books available in pub-
lie libraries and schools, ncoe
gpeac to third world children.
Rather they reflect white widdle-
clams values, both ecomomic =nd

1t is racist that giTls
'gtigféciiterature must envy freir

mothar and sister, their clesest
feminine medels, for their blend
hair and blue eyes, while assoei-
ating dark hair and skin with un-

ractiveness.
WER In a typical book, Quest

Crosstime, by .Andre Norton, the
mair Female character tries Lo es-
cape her affluent heritage. Cer-
tairly a poor child could noc re-
late to this conflict. #And Thow
many third world children would
idertify with this description of

er y
. "Delicate features, a sktin
which was ivory pale, with oaly

closely pressed lips providing co-
lor,
breedin

her face had the elegance of
and cherishinz."

enm
herself better than the tomboy to
the transition from little girl to

motherhood, In contrast tc the
tomyoy's consideration of boys as

companions, the "feminine"™ girl
sees boys first as romantic poss -
ibilitities.

Especially in fictien direct-
ed toward pre-adolescent boys, the
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girl's life Is centersd around the
boy's life and his interests. In a
typical boy's hcok concerning a
football star, the readtrl is Tad
to believe that the fesmale '8 every
waking hour fa3 concenttated upon
the boys on the tean. She does
po more than drear and wait for
hone czlls, Her 1ife becomes a
unction of his expectations and
needs . This selfless willingness Lo
be upstzged will be Ea:ticularly
"elpful" when the female Finds
herself in the traditionsl role of
wife and mother. The :Td-Fnshiuned
glrl of Louisa May Alrott's period
displays traits still mnaintained
today. 5She is homest and unassum-
ing, accepting her duties and role
as right and propec  since she is
entirely deveted to others’ happil-
Ness . The wother's tradicional
role is precisely this: looking
after children’s interescs, shop-
ping for groceries, cleaning house,
all of which keep the huuseho%d
numning smoothly for the husband's
and children's happiness.
Pre-adeolescent fiction perpaf-
uates destruccive stereotypes--
male superiorcity, female passivity
and eventual acceptance of the tra-
ditional white middle-class role
of wife and wother. Even when the
fenmale character does not fit the
stereotype, the boy often assumes
the domimant positlon. The only
well-read books rthat approach an
equality betwesen the sexes concern

fantasy and fmapinatiom. 1t is iren-

ie thet equality im this fiction
only exists in books which create
worlds removed from Teal social
experience.

The Following L2 a list of

available titles suggested by Femin-

ists on Children's Media  which
attempt to bhr2ak the limitalions
of traditional fiction,

The Borrowers--Norton
Rendezvyous in Yera Cruz--Hart
Katherine leslie--Beyer

ggeenid Peavy--Furch

Harriet the gn;f-Fitzhugh

A Wrinkle In Time--L'Engle

Shirley Chisholm: A Biography--

Brownmiller

Journey Towards Freedom: The

Stery of Sojourner Truth--

Bernar:

9. Marsaret Sanger: Pioneer of
Bicth Cortrol--lader & Meltzer

10. The Tamarack Tree--Underwood

*
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women in prison have been the for-
gotten women., All women are cast into
the peychic and ial prison of sexs
ist role tradicions L1n this society.
only been through the collec
ising our consclouss-

And ik
tive scruggle of ca
aess about ourselves as female human
beings that women on  the outbside have
begun bo break  the chains  which have
kept us in male bondage. For womon in
prison, the etruggle has barely begun.
The writings of Cleaver and Jackson nand
the recent publicity from Attlea hawv
drawn our attention to the social ine-
quicies that are most blatantly moni

ferted in our pennl system. Bot no-

where in the popular literature or mes
dia releases i attention glven to the
dilemmas of incarcerated womon. Even

the President's Commission on Low En-
forcement and the Administration of Jus
tice, the most thorough official doecu-
ment an crime and corrections, falls to
include even one paragraph on the fe-
male olfender. Women in prison (who

constltute a substantial portion of rthe
500,000 women who are arrested in this
country  each year) are beginning to
move tesard solidarity among themselves
amgl o conlront the discriminatory reas
song which have led to ctheir incarcera-
chon, Bk it is in every way a slow

angd uphill bactle. The crimes commit-

ted by womer reflect  the economic op-
pregsion againac them as women, and it
is the poorest womsen in sociery whe go
to jail. Poor women, as all women, are

schooled and seduced into the belief

that their personal fulfillment derives
from sexual desirability complemented
by a setting of marerial affluence. amnd
that individual solutions must be

sought [or individual problems. Thus,

women whose income is insufficient to
pravide even a modest physical security

may angage in larceny (e.g. shoplifting)

or prostitucion, the most common female
crimes Female crimes are usually with-
out victims, and in those tare instan-
ces of violent Female drimes (.27 of all
ATTEes(E ) the victims are gencrally
these implicated in the woman's frus-
tration of domestic Imprisonment--i.e.
husbanda, lovers or children, Upon en-
try into prison a woman remaiinsg vicltim=
ized by her sexunl oppression, She en-
deavors to achieve her “rehabilitacion®
by submitting to the same dependency
roles Eor which the society has precon-
ditioned her and which the prison de-
mands of her. Wicth outward pagsivicy,

she sccepts the sadistically authorita~
tarian attitudes of prison staflfs. She
undergoes a hysterectomy or is persua~

ded ro give her children up for adop-
tion. she enters job training programs
which prepare her for a 'career' as a

lavndress, o housekeepor, or, if she's
Lucky, a stenographer., 1f she overtly
rebels against che institutiosal com-

trals, or 1f she Eslls into hyskerics
or depression in response to the rigid
oppressiveness of her prison criskence,
she iz punished, placed in isolation
from the other immastes, treated as a
ptupid or sick child, amnd often sent to
custodial wnits Ffor tHe wmentally ill.
There are increasing -oumbers of women
in our prisons who have a clear social
analysi of our  penal system  and who
are encouraging cheir sisters tw combat
the raciscy sexist and clags tradiciona
which are the Foundaciom of that s3
Me mvemenot is serlously thwarted by
the rezlicy that women have been taught
to discrost one ancther and co face
wmclhh other as competicors for favers
and pdvantages. Omly when women in pri-
son CcEn recognize fhat the women who
share their cages are sisters in a
vergal truggle for liberatio
then will there be any signiflicant
break in cheilr shared oppression. Only
whem those of us on thoe outaide can re-
cognize that cur owm strugyle cannot be
separated from that of ocur forgotten
slaters bohind the walls will sister-
hocd among women in prison be realized,

Fa L,

#llen Hawthorne stood before
the mirror appraising Therself
frankly, She had a nice figwre, =
fine short nose, riech brewn hair,
and, behind her horn-rimmed glas—
ges, her eyes were surprisingly
pretty. But despite her pleasgnt
appearance, Ellen was urhappy with
the way she looked.

'""If only I could look Ilike
Patty," she thought gazing ¢riti-
cally at her reflection. ' oh,
these glasses! If only Dad could
afford contact lenses, life would
ke so much easier,"

The socund of her mother' s
voice interrupted Ellen's speecula-
tion. " Ellen! Hurry up, you'll be
late for school." *

" 1'm coming. Mom," Ellen Te-
plied. grabhing her books and giv-
ing her hair a final pat before
rurming quickly down the srairs.
She ran to the corner where she
met pretty, blonde Patty, her best
friend and the most popular girl
in school.

"'Hi, Ellen " opened Patty
brightly , " I have the greatest
rews! You know Jimmy Mac Dowell,
the new boy who plays football and
cwns that green-Camexo ? Well , he
zsked me to the Prom!!"”

" No! " said Eiien exciteaiy,
"'But what about Den Staver?'

" Well, he is awfully darned
cute, that's true,'" replied Patcty,
"But I just don't think he's inter-
ested in girls, Anyway, last night
Jimmy said...." and thus the girls
chattered on as they approached
Fisenhawer High.

Later., as she sat in Eaglish
class remembering her comwverzation
with Patty, Ellen thought about
Ler own plight -- she had no date
for the Prom, and nc real hopefuls
on the horizon. 4 stir in the
front of the room distracted her
s Don Stover sauntered da with
cool assurance.

" Gosh, he is cute. thought
Ellen, "No wonder Patty liked fim
so., Oh , but if he doesn't even
look at Patty, the prettiest girl
in the gchool, why would he ever
like somecne like me? " Her heart
suddenly began to pound as she no-
ticed Don approachiang. Putting on
the smile she had practiced so
cften in the mirror till it had
the natural sweetriess and openness
cf a Seventeen wodel, Ellen's eyes
followed Don beneath lowerad lagh-
es. Don, tall and handscme in his
plue gport shirt, sleeves rolled
up revealing his muscular fore-

arms , gave Ellen & sxrile gnd nod
before taking the seat in front of
her. Eefore Ellen could digest
this wunexpected pleasure, Mrs.
MacMillan walked in and the claes
came to atbtention.

""Here, class, are the forms
for the esssy eccmtesc: " What the
American Tlag Mesms to Me. ' This
vear's winrer will xead his essay
to the emntire PFTA, and receive $25
prize money."

"I bet I could do a good joh
on a subject like that, " thought
Ellen, openinzg her English book,
"Amd, if [ win, 1 egmn start saving
for my contgects....”

That afternoon as they walked
home, Ellen mentiomed the contest
to Patty, remarking that she had
some good ideas for the essay and
inquiring {4f Paccty had thougl
about it, Patty had more importan
chings rto think about, though,.
ghopping for a formal that after-
noon and tTying out a new hairao
that night, 8She did mention how-
ever, that Don Stovar was entering:
he npeeded the money to buy his
letter jacket,

That night, leing iu  bed,
Ellen's thoughts returned again to
the contest. Patty says Don's
going to enter it, " she recalled,

1'"m sure T can do better .than him,
but do T reslly want Eo? He'd
never like me if I beat him, and
egspeciglly after he smiled .at me
today and everything. Maybe 1
could help him win instead! Then
he's sure to like me! " Dreaming
happily of Don saying endearingly,
"I never could have made it with-
out you, Ellen, " she drifted into
sleep, a swile playing on her lips.

The next day Ellen approached
Don, and, <trembling, asked him if
he was godng to emter the contest,
and offered to halp him.

" Gea. would vou?  Gosh, that
would be swelll Lliscen, I'll come
over to your house comorrow night
at §:00 and we can work on it,"

She had time only to swmile
and nod before class began, but
inside Ellen was quivering with
joy. " He's coming to my housel
she told herself dazedly, " to see
me!" Shakespeare was lost to Ellen
that day as she sac staring at
Don'as back, deep in thought ahout
the prepar~tions she had to make
for the big night.

That evening thumbing Lhrough
an American Girl mapazine, FEllen
thought, ™ Gee, if T could .lock
like one cf these girls, then Don
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might even ask me to the PEﬂml Ohl

Then I could get a dress like thia.

And with my new Frosty Pearl lip-
scick, 1it'1l be divine. And then
if... Oh, what's the use? I'll
never be pretty like these girls.
But maybe if I try doing someching
with my hair...."
At that moment Patty came oOvVer.
1 began to set Ellen'sm hair,
sd wicth the prospect
n

cen mako-pver
you wouldn't
id vour hsir
you tried a
a dand some

under the hair-
through a book

siEting

" ;-II!

i ent her,

ularicy. " Patrcy

welp me like
llen. "Now if only I can
do the right things!"
next evening at sight

sharp, the doorbell rang. After
proudly introducing Donm to her
T snts, Ellen settled down to the
E of writing Don's essay, while
Don spent the time deep in comver-
pation with Ellen's father about
Detroit's chances of rtaking the
pennant As she sat writing, an-
kles crossed daintily and her
fresh, practiced smlle on her lips,
Ellen kept in mind the hints she'd
read abour the night before. When
she had finished and they sat talk-

\ /

Uoe bbbt wrimaly,

ing over thelr snack of cookiss
and milk, Don begam to thank heft

" You"re such a mice Egirl,
Ellen. You're just swell; I Imow
my essay will win first prize. "

After thar night, Ellen and
Dom began seeing esach other more
and more. English becsme a joy for
fllen becsuse Don sat in Front of
her every single day. And then Fri-
dny’ eame-- the day the contest win-
ner waE to be armounced! A hush
descended when Mrs. Mac Millan
walked inte the room. Looking
aboutr her, she said smilingly, "As
vou know, we have the results ol
the big contest and I'm happy to
announce the big wimmer-- Mr. Dom
Stover!!"

Don, forgetting the class,
hugged Ellen elatedly. 'T dd ic,
Ellie. I Jdid ic!"™

That afternoom Donm walked
Ellem home from school. Ealfway
home ke tucked her hand into his
ﬂuqug as if he'd heard her dream,

You re so great, Ellia, 1 mever
could have made it wicthoot yon! "
When they reached her doorstep, he
stepped closer to Ellem and said.
his voice suddemly serious, ""You
are really my kind of girl, Ellie.
Will you go to the Prom with me?"

Ellen whispered, "Yes," with
joy as he drew ber to him, and, re-
moving her glasses, he kissed her
fervently, levingly, saying more
in thiszs one gesture than words
ever could.

Cookie Allen "I am & woman"
Poem T1

To all the beastiful poets

the men of the widnight brigsde
Pealers in feminine wysteries

for sale or for lemse or for truode
You come [ookiang [or Cod in oy body
Tou leave when you Find only me

Denying wmy visioma

Revislng =y prison

then demanding your cight to ba £
Well T'm changing the password
changing the locks

['1] grow the gardes agnin

And whan yoa co
Your seord
[ won'

knockl rg
v hanels

ried.™ ™% !. :

make it thair j

—==Cpchktal

ROSA LUXEMBURG

T have been staring at this
paper for over am hour without
having thought of anything to
write down on it. [ said to mv-
self over an hour age, 'Writing an
article about someone as exciciag
and important as Rosa Loxemburg
should be an easy task." But here
f still sit, with no article.

The problem is not lack of mi-
terial or lack of enthusiasm; in
fact, I'm afraid [ have an over-
sbundance of borh, and that is
probably where the root of the
problem lies. 1 just don'C &now
where to begin! [ have so much
that is so important to me, that |1
really  feel like I bave to share
it with my sisters, but I can't
write a whole book {or cthres or
fopur), so I really have to limit
it ta the basics.

First of all, who exactly is
fosa  Luxemburg? She is a woman
who lived from 1871 to 1919, and
she wrote some pretly far-out
hooks and pamphlets about politics
and revolution. She was a Marmist,
and most of her writings deal with
marxism and her intexrpretatiorms of
marxism.

Okay, s0 why is that so lmpor-
tant (During rthe same period
people like Lenin, Trotsky, Febel
--all marxists--were writing about
Marx.) Their thecries are really
famous, but Rosa Tuxemburg is the
only one of this assortment of
Marxist writers who was a woman.
| think she is of vast importance
hecause "she maintained her own
strength and Integrity as a woman
--refusing to yield to theoreti-
cal pressure from other famous
Marxists.

Two main themes in Rosa Luxem-
burg's writings show up today in
atruggles For liberation. 1) Her
position that once the proeletarian
movement is begun, its final goal,
socialism, 15 necessary and inevi-
table, This doesn't mean that
fosa [uxemburg advocated sitting
around on one's ass and waiting for
rhe "inevitable." On the contrary,
she was firmly oppesed to such
me thods . Wor did she advecate
direcring everything in the move-
nent towards Immediate results. In
fact, she opposed a man mnamed
Eduard Bernstein, 4 leading German
socialist, who started what was
called the revisionist movement in
socialism. His philosophy was
exactly this: "The final goal,
whatever it may be, is nothing to
me; the movement is everything."

Bernstein built & whole movement
put of this cowmitment. He dealt
mainly with attempts ta Tevise the
capitalist sysctem through the pas-
sage of socialist laws (and for
that purpose _trying te olect a
gsocialist majoricy on the legisia-
ture); he alsa encouraged orga-
nizing lsbor wunions o demand
things like higher wapes and more
benefits, things that were needed,
bur not as emds in  Chemselves,
Higher wages for workers would not
take away capitalist oppression;
workers still hed to sell cheir
labor.

Rosa laxemburg, in response Co
Eduard Bernetein g revigionism,
wrote what is probably her most
widely-read pamphlet, "social Re-
form or Revolutlon?™, in which she
gays, "the finzal goal of socialism
ts rhe only decisive factor distin-
guishing the =soclzsl demoeratlc
mavenment from bourgenis democracy
and bourgrois radicalism, the only
Factor tremsforming the entire la-
bor movement from 2 vain attempt
to repair the caplealist order in-
to a c¢lass strugrle against this
order, E:.?l: the suppression of this

e secon :
of her theory was her position as
an imtermaticnalist., This is one
of her key philoscphles, and T
find it especially atoumed to the
kind of people's mwovements that
are building thesze days. To use an

historical example, during the
late 1800's, when Poland was di-
vided up between Russia and Aus-
tria, the official Polish Sdcial-
ist Parcy (the PP3) demanded,-in
addition to a pr.letarian revolu-
tion, a Polish nationalist revolu-
tion, that would take the ruling
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of Poland out ot the hands of Aus-
tria and Russia and give it back
to Poland. But Rosa Luxemburg ar-
gued that that would amount to
handing the government from one
set of pigs to another, that Po-
lish capitalists were jusk as op-
pressive to the Polish people as
were Austrian dnd Russian capital-
ists. Her alternative was an in-
ternational proletarian revolution
and the establishment of interna-
tional workers' and soldiers'
councils, which in matters of po-
licy would have final jurisdiction
over any mnational or local coun-
cils. Thus the workers would
achieve a truly equal proletarian
government.

This internationalism reflects
a way of thinking that even we in
the United States must consider in

building our people's
the idea that all pecple who are
fighting for the same cause (or
against the same enemy) must fight
together. By uniting the move-
ments of the people, by recogni-
zing exactly who our sisters and
brothers are, we will be more
aware of who the enemy really is:
white male capitalism. But this
unity must be strong, not some

movemenkts :

wishy-washy, superficial handshake.

Roga Luxemburg said, '"Comrades!
Don't be eaught in the old phrase
about the unity which would build

strength. ... Indeed. union makes
strength -- but union of firm, in-
ner comnviction, not an external,
mechanical coupling of elements

that opposc each other intermally.
Strength lies not in our numbers
but in our spirit, din the clarity
and energy animating us.”

DR ¥ R RDIMECETHEN

An Open Letter to Qur Sisters in
Santa Cruz:
Though we arrived here on

Gethen two years ago, this is our
first attempt to write vou a co-
herent account of our personal re-
actions to these people and their
society. We came from Earth as
people _ interested in studying
other human beings on another pla-
net, and we have found that much
of what we learned here is rele-
vant to our own society.

We had studied all the availa-
ble information on the cultures of
this planet before we left and
were familiar with the basic bio-
logical data. We were very inter-
ested in the fact that the Gethen-
ians are neither female nor male
nor neuter. They are people, human
beings exactly like ourselves, ex-
cept that their gender-sexuality
is relevant for only one-sixth of
their life. Once a month, each
person is fertile (is in "kemmer")
and capable of | carrying out a fe-
male or male role in reproduction.
Hence, the Gethenian 1s not an a-
sexual being -- each person's as-
sumption of a female or male gen-
ital vole is a matter of chance
each month. Despite this lack of
consistent sexual roles, each per-

son does have a strong sexuality
and a warm attachment to their
family.
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When we arrived here, we ex-
pected to immediately beginm study-
ing the cultural effects of this
crucial biological difference. But
we had to gradually leamm how to
accept the Gethenians, not as wo-
men or men, but as individuals. We
had expected to have an advantage
in overcoming the imitial culture
shock because of our invelvement
in the women's movement. Realiz-
ing our inability to do this, how-
ever, made us aware of how far our
liberation still has to go. Our
greatest problem was our overcon-
fidence, which we solved only when
we finally humbly admitted to our-
selves our lack of liberation. Can
you, our sisters, imagine what it
is like not to automatically place
people into one of two distinet,
separate categories? When we can
no longer categorize people that
way, we must treat them as indivi-
duals. Our experience, though
painful, 1is an educatien that we
recommend to everyone.

When we first met the Gethen-
ians, they seemed to have @xtraor-
dinarily strong personalities. Now
that we know them better, we can
see that our reaction was because
we were wused to the dualism of a
female or a male personality. Each
Gethenian | however, has the
strength of the unification of all
potential personalities. Ar first,

Ge thenisn
gsome timres
We were

tended to see a
like a woman
and like a man sometimes.
forced to unify our perceptions rto

we had
as acting

handle the reality of our ewper-

ience. Their impression of ug is
also enlightening. They call us
perverts because, like a few =h-

pormal Gethenians, we are locksad
into one sexual role and they see
our humanity as limited. )

Obviously, everyone here is e-
qually likely to become pregnsnt
and sear children. The comsejuence
is rhat unquestioned provisions
are made for maternity leaves znd
children are raised communally.
Therz is no division between mo-
ther-love and fathar-love, snd
thers is no mystiquez surrounding
pregnancy, birth, and motherhood .
gxploitative sex is lmpossible --
there is no rape or unwilling se-
ducticn because when they are in
kmmrer, both partners must respond
equally.

Cf course, the bhinlogical sit-
uation of the Gethenians 1is no
solution to our problems as womnen
on Earth. Because they are all of
one sex, sexism could never have
existed--to be sexist un Gethen
would be to aoppress one's self. We
belaigve, however, that the exis-
tence of two sexes on Earcth does
not automatically imply the impos-
sibility of freeing ourselves from
sexism. Even on Earth, the idea af
"himmanness ', rather than female or
maleness, ig important; on Gethen,
it is the only consideration. Liv-
ing on Gethen has forced us to re-
aet to the qualities of humannessg
in others to the point where we
now find Earth's sexist distinct-
ions simply ahsurd. The entrenched
nature of sexism on Earth ard its

A 5y W Froae
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int{mate connecticn with and de-
pendence on other varieties of op-
pression(racism, ce_|p11_:a1Lsmz ecc.)
make the task of Tiddimg Chis s=so-
ciety of sexism difficalr--but ne-
vertheless possible rhrough col-
lactive efforc. Certainly Gethen
offers us no way out; however, 1L
can be an enlightening example for
all people coneermed with the po-
tentialities of the liherated
humsn being .

pur largest remaindng problem
is that we must write this report
in English. We have hecone used to
gpeaking and thinking im several
Gethenian languages. Naturally,
they have only one pronoun for a
person. The only time theuldisr1n-
guish female Erom male is in human
pregnancy and in anim=ls. English
is more treachercus, because 10 1s
so unconsciously sexist. We have
had to be very eareful with our
languapge in this recort. We think
that this is one of the best argu-
ments for a new indefinite pronoun
in Fnglish., all such ehanges would
help to elimingce s se from our

thinking. English-speaking people
on Gethen wha have continued to
use the FEnglish male pronoun 1o
speaking of Cethemisns have had

the most difficulty in adjusting
to this culture. ]
We send you this letter with
pncouragement for stroggling to-
gether 1in bope Eor a Ltrue under-
standing between all human beings.

slsters on Gethen

Tour

Cethen is a8 hypothetical
world in Ursula LeGuin's
book The Left
larkness. e
It to everyone concernad
with Pepple Liberation.
A3 EERIRRELLL PSR
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by Evelyn Sancher

Happiness and playiul times,

Swimming pools and Troubled cimes,

Hestlessness, sweat and riota,
find young girls golng an diekbs.
Adr pollution, strees Lnvasions;

= Tree and Flower contemplalion

-

E All the Faces you can Gt

= Appear in summer's scataEsy.

=

=

= Flowers blLoom, people dio,

- ¥hile some eal, athers cxy.

=

" Some are Laoghing, playing, singing,
Others fightdny, bowbirg, killing,

Joy is dead, hatred blooms,
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at whose expense?

Wit is but yesterday that woman
aither have been qualified by
literary accomplishments, oxY
permitted by soclety, Eo tell
anvthing to the general publie.
As yet very few of them dare
¢ell anything, which men, on
whom thair literary guUCCEess
depends, are unwilling to hear."
==J. 8. Mill, The Subjection of
Women, 1869.

A century has passed since
1.5. Mill made this observation.
He refarred to women, Lo writers
in particular. He writes concisely
and, to the dismay of some though
to the comfort of others, his
words are still strikingly acecu-
rate, For women in search of lit-
erary success, Chere are compro-
mises to be made, editors to
please, publishers to court, and
erities to placate. For women
whose concern is not literary suc-
cess, the question is not whether
they "dare to tell anything." 1In
our society one can dare to tell--
but publishers can refuse to print,
eritics can dismiss or ignore. Al-
though success depends on certain
men, so does "access'-- Access to
the media, to the publishing
houses, the journals and the news-
pApPETS . Unfortunately, information
and communication are controlled
by these media In this country.

puring the past year, however,
there have been innumerable art?-
cles, books, Iinterviews dedicatqd
to women, to their social and po 1-
tical questions as well as to
their literary and historical
prose. 1t seems clear that an in-
.reasingly larger public 1is now
11ing to hear, although there is
digtrust on one side and distor-
tion on the other., Hopefully, we
have learmed a lesson Erom the
Women's Rights Movement during the
First decades of tha 20th century.
They- sought suffrage at all costs,
and the cost was in terms of
blacks, of lsbor, &nd of poor imml-
grants. The lesson: whatever ue
gain as women wil® t be at the
expense of those whose interests
gare conslstent?: jarved by the
powerful institutions of our coun-
trv. At the same time, Co think we
#4ln access - BUCCERF gratullou

ly is naive-- naeive tha first time
tut then opportunistic. What we
must sk ourselves, however, is
what we strive to attaln, om whose
terms, and at whose expense.

it is erucial that women write,
that we be heard and Tead, and
that we study and learm. Almost
every book or magazine we have
rosd since our earliiest yesrs has
reinferced certain sceial atel-
tudes, certain beliefs and roles,
which together lead us intpo a semi-
hypnotic atate of accaptance,
There are questions we never learn
to ask: there are assumptions so
insidiously ingrained in wus that
we have np reason to suspect their
existence.

Until recently most women and
men thought it natural, perhaps
inevitahle, that the history we
studied in high sehool, junior
high school or college be confined
to the exploits of a few powerful
men, with np referesnce to Women
sutside s small sub-section on the
nineteenth amendment, relegated to
the back of a chapter, IC was
through a recognition of what was
laft unsaid that we formulated our
protest. We know how difficult it
is to question something which be-

comes spparent only through 1ts ab-

gence. We have doubted the exist-
gnce of =uch a history, bDecause
nona of our Cteachers or scholars
had or cared to have knowledge of
it. MHow there are boocks and cour-
ses on women's hiastory, om the ex-
ploits of the most fawous women,
om the events eulminsting inm the
present women's movement. But do
we sbill guestion what is absent?
How aware are we pf what our lmme-
diate experience [eils to reveal?
If the preseni ¢ lzriculum in
gschools and colleges can be termed
a "white males' studies'" program
s wnac muay women hope to estab-
lish & "white women's studies" pro-
gram?

Wher we examine bpoks-- text-
baoks or [letion--which our teach-
ers have required, our libraries
made available, we find that our
education has been a process of
miseducation through a very decep-
tive and methodical process of ex-

lusion. Womeén n not only cast

into mexually defined

watxric-

L
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tirg roles, but the roles we ob-
sexve and tend to acknowledge eon-
foxx to a pattern of life chazac-
texistic of white middle class
society.

Ethnocentricity is one of the
most predominant factors which de-
ternines sur view of the world, of
1if= and society. Its effective-
ness comes from the fact that it
is absorbed unconsciously eand,
therefore, accepted anknowingly.
[t= presence is revealed through
absence, through what is left wn-
gald.

Since we learn to generalize
frcm pur own experience, oftew we
as=ume that certain values as well
as certain preblems have universal
apglication. As women Wwe shenld
realize the danger intereat in
th=s kind of thinking. Many of us,
as white women ralsed with the
cultural and social cutl ok of the
miedle class, forpet the lesson of
our own awakening and fail Ea ques-
ti«n what is not there. Sometlmes
we nverlogk as we have besn over-
locked and discredit as we lave
been discredited,

T1f we reword the quote by F E.
Mi7l which appears at the begin-
nivg to read "mon-white' or "talrd
wo-1d" dinstead of 'women", the
patable may seem obvious. We
sheuld, however, change "men' to
"iite men and women ', because
thit "mwillingness to hear'™ is
someching few of us have overcome.
Yet there are important distlimc-
tiens and qualifications to bhe
ma<e. “Success'' is defined by and,
therefore, depends omn those who
cortrol “access' to jobs, universi-
ties, professions, and power. Kot
to» many women can be included in
thit socigl and political category;
so if white women areé not respon-
site, the consequences mre harder
to ohserve but equally destructive.
"Syccess" and "access" in contampo-
racy American socisty depend, 1in
fact, on power, and if what women
(white or otherwise) desire is ae-
w38 to or success within this so-
cisty, then the end will be counpli-
cizy and not liberation. Ferhaps
tha rhetorical simplicity of this
statement suggests that the prob-
len is a false one. It is not. Nor
ars the choices and alternatives
clear. "Access' to the media ar to
the clagsroom is essential, e -
canse there are guestions we must
ralse which we have not vet hesrd
formulated; there 1is information
withheld which we must bring for-
ward .

We have not been insulated or
isolated completely, but we have
besn systematically discouraged

. 1imita-
tions. Ask why a psrtiecular author

from overcoming our owm

dpes nat treat prehlems relevant

to the poor, to the non-white, and
you will be Eold to judge a writer

v what she Mhe includes, not what
she/he omits. Ask why a teacher
only uses books written by white
males on white society, and you
@311 ba told Cthat she/he can only
include what she/ne knows. Why
isn t the teacher Ffamiliar with
cther materials? A circular argu-
ment, If you ean't judge someone
by what she/he chooses to include
or exclude, 1iF you ean't expect a
tegacher to cover meferials unknowt
to hec/him, then, gquite obviously,
change Is haphazard and arbitrary
at best, usually illugive. Respon-
gibilicty for change 1is ghifted in
an affective and deliberate way
Erom those who econtrol to those
whe do not. An exsmple: those in
control would have us balieve that
it is the individusl motorist's re-
sponsibility not to pollute the
alr, Meanwhile, the large eorpora-
tiﬂng do irreparable damage and
profit simultaneously with a new
line of anti-pollutants for the in-
dividoal consumer. Apsin, we are
asked to accept the Fset that it
is the student's Tesponsibility to
learn about rvacism, fiwmperialism
gexism, while the Iniversity it:
gelf hires wmainly white males
does counter-insurpgency research
(uc), and invests in South Africa
(Harvard University)
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study only the literature written age i r tolerated }prurp i 1 an waty of the apocalyptic
by and/or for us, we choose not to Elw ad 1t Lo furibai £ reneral Lzat lona used by e mem=
study literature writter by and/or W a ﬁthTﬂrU.l_. : irrds bers of the left. “Things are get-
for ethonie minorities ir the U.5.-- T k Fl-”EI'Lt-IUI|I....I.I Eﬂ E‘-‘. " ing worse amd worse,' or at le .\%L
majorities in the world. To strug- ksl LNUL S I:H“'_ i 1: sl they tell uE , "things haven't
gle for "sccess'" to and "suecess" ”“ffftﬁ Efﬂf;nft"' '”P._ hanged ans These simplifica-
in sopciety as it is means that the qls.ﬁ ;.1152-%1 Vel ThED oats 3 tions are symptomatie of the mis-
only change we would experience is Jro :L~JL?LbéhpL;1" Tearist Morth- undexstanding of history. To av .
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And at whose expense? elgn NP L N o aE 3 DOt o
pears that both Elizabeth LA d gense of the past before
Stanton and Susan B. Anthony sold pEE;chE;n in its name.
¥ In 1900 white people were
T it g not surprising
T T it~ E;::H;;ﬂ ;JE::hHEF:iWEiﬁE too.
Tl SAUNDEA Bub Tacism was expressed differ-
W D M EN’ S SUF F n AGE A " D n A c 'S M bv Nikki Clovanni ently at the tum of the '.'ll'i'nt'J.::ﬁ_."
il than it is today. The women's suf-
wanted to write frage movement oidn't 1ignore o1

out. The warning is clear: unless
we're careful, we'll sell out too.
Partly because no one has clearly
explained the historical situwation,
one wanders around anxiously with-
out any clear idea of how to be
"careful". We have little way to
judﬁe what acts will be "selling
out” and what ones will not be.

So let's take a brief look ar
one pertinent aspect of the histor-
ical case. Most historians see the
1890's as the beginning of the
more conservative period in the
women's suffrage struggle. This
movement €hat had formed alongside
and within the abolitionist move-
ment,'t.hnt had based its claim for
women ‘s  suffrage on the inherent
rights of all human beings, was
being transformed into a movement
that went on record in 1899 sanc-
tioning the separation of women's
rights from Black's tights. How do

fail to notice thipd world people.
It took raclist stamds to attract
a larger following., While che wo-
men's suffrage movement involwved
women who supported other reforms
besides the wvote, the energies of
its supporters were channeled into
working for that one 1imited end-~-
che wvoCe.

Some quastions we wmust ask
oursalves: What are our goals?
How do differsnt dissues coomect?
Are they rerdependent and how?
Let's ait commections stated
gpecifically and eclestly.
what is the relstionaship between
re Ffoms we might work for now and
the eventual gosls of revolution?
As we have seen, the women's suf-
frage movement attﬂmpced to be =8
mags based organization. Expedien-
cy wes nsed to ingure victory. Be-
cause the vote was pushed so hard,

i poem

hat rhymes

dat revoletlon doesn't lend
itaelE to be-bopping

then my nelghbor

who thinks i hate

ssked-do you ever write

roe poema=i like rrees

i 1 thought

11 write 8 beautiful greea tree poem
reeked from my window

o check the image

wticed the school yard was coversd
with mephalt

0 gréen-no Erees grow

|n manhattan

then, well, [ thought the aky
{'"11l do a big blue aky poem
wit all the elouds have winged
loww since no=Dick was elected
g0 1 thought again

amd it cecurred to m
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we account for the change? myba 1 shouldn't write its value wes often E!-'.ﬂ!ﬂj;’,E'FEEEd-
susan b.anthony In 1890, "justice® and the st all Bie G5 o ik for. dnd BeBiRuL
i el ekl R £t o s "natural ._—ig}'u;g of all human be- it clean my gun ghort term projects without aban-
ings® mno longer attracted enough # and check my kerosene supply doning our long range Ef‘aif?_ )
supporters te the women's movement. perhape these sre not poetie My hope has been to initiate
We are learning '"lest history People believed in pgovermment of timas and contribute to discussion. For
repeat itself"” that the women's the "intelligent". The ‘*intelli- it all one historical account, see AI‘E?“
3 n £ T - - Ef
sgffrage_movement was for middle gent would take care of the ?un— P, R e o ISP SRy ¥raditor's i;ggg of the Woman Suf-
class white women, that those wo- fit" elements of the population, frage Movement.
men were racist and that they sold preparing them for "democracy™.
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| The mountain-mouing day is coming,.
T say 50 i Sthers dout |

Only o while Fhe mountoln cleeps.
To the post
Ml mountains toved in Fire,
Uek you foCy o believe .
Ch mon, ¥his alone believe,

\ Bl sleeping women

Now Wil awoke 004 mMove.
— Ypsano Akiko
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