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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 

This booklet represents the result of a lot of time, energy, and 
love from a lot of people. We began work on it s a class on Women 
and Literature and had originally planned it to deal with questions 
about women in literature. 

We read a lot of books, did a lot of talKing, snd have come to 
understand some things about women, not only 1n litcratur~ but also in 
society, things which relate directly to our own lives. As a result, 
we have achieved a deeper understanding of the women's movement--our 
roles in it and our responsibility to it. 

The nature of the class has somewhat determin d the scope of the 
booklet; yet the articles we have included raise many aocial questions 
not dealt with in the literature we read. This is an honest attempt 
to share some of our ideas with other peol,le, and hopefully our lear­
ning won't end here. This is a beginning. 

The booklet is our contribution to lnterna tiona! Women's Day, 
March 8, 1972. 

In 1857 thousands of women from the garment districts of New York took 
to the atreets rebelling against their oppression . These sisters de­
manded improvements ~n their working conditions: decent wages, a ten­
hour work day, and recognition of equal rights for American women. 
When the march reached the wealthy districts, the women were attacked 
and dispersed by the police. The demonstrators were trampled on shot 
at, and several were arrested. In memory of these women from New'York 
Clara Zetkin called for March 8 to become INTERNATIONAL WOMEN' S DAY: 
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......................................................•..... 
Literature cannot be the business of a 

woman's life and it ought not to be. 
The more she is engagud in her proper 
duties, the less leisure she will have 
for i~, even as an accomplishment and a 
recreation. --Robert southey, Poet Lau­
reate. to Charlotte Bronte, l837. 

........................................................................ 

Housewives consume 75~ of the p~o­
ducts in this country . This huge a­
mount of consumerism is caused and per­
petua ted by advertisers. Their method 
is to create an image of housewife, mo­
ther and sex object that requires women 
to buy things to attain that image. 
Exploiting these images, they contri­
bute to the socialization process which 
keeps women in their traditional roles. 

Often a housewife's only sense of 
worth derives from her home and family, 
and as ~ result, she does not enter the 
labor market. If women ceased to do 
ho usework , t he n private families would 
have to hi r e housekeepers, cooks, 
chauffeurs, and babysitters, at great 
expense . Housewives are a great un ­
paid labor force. What exactly do 
housewives read? 

00 housewives really read ~ 
Confessions and other "popular" maga­
zines that are seen on display in mar­
kets, or do they read the Reader's Di­
gest? Do media-advertised products 
meet the needs of the woman consumer, 
or do they create those needs? Wlat 
are the ideals and images of women p1P.­

sented in material aimed at housewi .. - ~s, 
and can nousewives live up to them"{ 
Will housewives tell the truth to a 
college student in a survey on their 
interests? To answer these questions, 
we conducted a survey at local grocery 
stores: Safeway, Lucky, and Shopper ' s 
Corner. 

The women aurveyed were predomi­
nantly from white middle-class families. 
We wonder how typical the answers are 
of American society as Santa Cruz ia 
an atypical community, being a compara­
tively small resort-retirement town. 

In our survey of Santa Cruz house­
wiVeS, The Reader's Digeat was claimed 
to be the most widely read magazine. 
Better Homes and Gardena and Sunset 

ranked second, Ladies Home J~ 
were tied for third, with 

and Life in fOurth 
women said~t they also 
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:We have att been tbrawn down ao low 
: that tlObody tbought we'd ev er get: up 
8gain; but 'tie have been long enough 
trodden now; we ~tl come up again •• • • 

SOJO\JRN£R TRIJ'llI 

read church magazines. We were sur­
pr1sed to find that Santa Cruz vomen 
did not mention reading fssbion ~,a­
zines in the survey answers. naeyalso 
did not mention reading movie magazines 
and True Confessions-type magazines. 
However, it has been statistically 
shawn that the circulation of these ~g­
azines is high. There seems to be 
some stigma attached to reading ~Yie 
and romance magazines, and because of 
possible embarrassment, we wonder if 
they were completely t r uthfu l . 

MOst of t he magazines ment ioned by 
the women contain articles t o he l p thea 
to be more efficient i n wha t are 8S­

sumed to be their main areas of concern : 
chi Id rearing, homemaking, and husband­
tending. Reader's Digest was tbe most 
wi de ly read magazine , perha ps because 
its articles are short and easy to read 
during a housewife's limi t ed time . 
Reader t s Digest offers a wide range of 
articles, includ ing many oriented to­
ward vomen and family living . Better 
Homes and Gardens and Sunset bo~ 
articles on home improvement, cooking . 
and perhaps even more import.ntly. on 
t:uoe and money saving ideas for the 
home and family. Ladies Home Journal 
and Mccall. contain feature articles 
auch aa I~IOV to Help Your Child Do Bet­
ter in School II ~ "16 Recipes to Tell HIM 
I Love You" ~ and "A Doctor ' s Advice 00 

l1ealth. and Sex". These magazines also 
include reatures explaining how to ~ 
prove a woman's appearance through use 
of clothes and make-up . For more excl~ 
tlog and emotional rcadiD8, the house­
wife can turn to True Confessions, True 
~,or True Story (A woman 's Guide~ 
Lave and 19rriage). ~e titles of the 
stories in the "True • •• " series suggest 
bizarre event. in the authors ' lives, 
such as "A Birthmark Proves--My Baby 11 
Possessed by a Dead 'Man I "and "Six Mea 
Raped ~ on My Wedding Night (My Hus­
band Did Nothing to Stop 'lbem)". the 
stories themselves are v ery dra.atic; 
for example, the rape victim's every de-

tail drag. the reader through a loqg 
exh.luatlve enotiona I experience. 

'I1le rea.ons 'Why Vfl'"t"el'l T"Psd these 
maglzines are that they make the vonan 
~rl content with her awn tife, be­
cau.le she c.n [(Ioel that 1) "It cOl..ld 
havi happened to me, but thank Co! it 
didl't," 2) ''These stories add e.x.~lte't 
mea' to my d.y," and 3) "I'm rot I.looe 
in 'his cat •• trophic world; chera are 
othtrs with my problems and w()r"se." 
!bilking that you are not really trst 
bad off has never motivated anyone to 
chatg:e. ntis can, in fact, nake I. 'WJ­

man. wonde~ if something's wrong v ... th 
her- if she s not happy with her l1.fe. 

Adver-ti.ements are geared to the 
felllll. te reader and the type of artie::'e. 
If he story concerns a "sexy" 
th h d WODBt"l, el tea vertisements will tell the 
resecr how to develop her bustline. en­
cou=age her to buy a vig and lOle 20 
pou.ds, and try to se1l he~ a ml1u~1 on 
an ~citing sex life. The read~~ sees 
ads and wants to look seq and (.:<.c:.ting, 
like the image in the ads, whi lE:. a t the 
same time retaining the traditional va­
lues of a wife and metter . Ads in WI)­

men IS magazines tell a wonan how to be.t­
ter manage her family and home; tney 
tel1 her the RIGHT \Jay to feed her fan· 
ily,. sterilize her house, and appeal to 
her husband. The constant message L_ 
tha t she is too stupid to do anythi.r.g 
on ~r awn. It must be a huge blow to 
any self-esteem that she could deri~e 
fron her hODe and family. Further, aile 
wonders \Jby she isn't 8S glamorous aoo 
effjcient 8S the advertised houseuife 
and hopes to achieve this image by coo~ 
sumJng the advertised product. 

Many wonen, especially in the sge 
grolp of 20 to 30 years, read a f~ sec­
tion of the newspaper. It is interEst­
ing that some women tried to excuse 
the,r lack of reading by either listjng 
what their husbands read, or saying 
tha: their husbands were bel~er in­
forned about world affairs. Th( house­
wife 'With children (most of our 8;J.["\;ey 
'Wivu had at least two) is pI :!:pu:htg 
di~!ler or cleaning up after din[1er 
win. e her hU8band sit, d~m. to Lead the 
eve~ing papel. Most women over 30 said 
that they read all or most of the paper 
pos~ibly because sone pf their kid. are 
old~ and don't require so much care 
Fron our statistical results, the n~ 
ber of kids and the atl(lunt of ed·jc.ation 
seer-ed to malt.e little difference on the 
readng habits of these wives . Many 
womeD laughed and emPhatically said 
tha t they don't read at" all; some were 
emb£irrasged in admitting this and their 
devetion to Ann Landers. 

All this material d.rected at ~o~n 
baa psychological consequences. ""omen 
a r e presented with the ideal of d­
iicjent, totally satisfied houseketpers 
and. .others, and at the same tine. ex-

Jlected t() oe se~ -.jsn-es.es for their 
busOsnds. 1he,e role.e .r~ oriented to­
"Yard!! pLeas.ln, h. 'Lsb uld II lind chi Idrcn. 
Ps)'cLologlc:ally. I. w~ra.a(lt.a worth is mca­
IUTeQ by now ~Ll abe 
thE iamily sitLatlon. 
D8.6eol5 relnfor c e t l.e 
ItK"Ucture aOO .a W'oo:ell'~ 

ber sis tees .. 

serves others in 
All of these i­
eu-clear family 
iaoLation from 

nle "Yhole of education of wan en ought to 
be r~lati"E to tr'eD.~ [0 ?haae thefll, to 
be lucfu' to th£tI'.~ to educate them when 
yO~n&, to care for lh when grown. to 
coun!lel then, to -n:;ke life swe€!t and 
agreeable to t~ER--these STe th~ duties 
of loTomen at all tines and 'What should 
be taugbt t":l~t1I frOTl !:heir tnfancy. 

Jean-Jacques ROUtl5C3J, l, ' f..'llile or, ~ 
Treatise on Educatlcn 

The great question that 1138 never been 
!l~5Wered, and vnich ] have not yet been 
3ble to answer d.es,ite oy thirty years 
of research into the fen.inine soul, is 
What ~ a W'Orl8n w.tnt? 

SJG!1..1ID FREUD 



A Chinese Tale 

n,ere is an anc i en t Chinese tale 
called "n,e Foolish Old Woma n who 
removed the Nountains" , It tells of an 
!ltd woman who lived in northern Ch ina 
long, long ago and was known as the 
Foolish Old Weman of North Mountain . 
I.er house faced south and beyond her 
doorway stood the two great peaks, 
Taihung and Wangwu . obstructing the way. 
With great determination, she led he r 
daurhters a nd sons in digging up ~hese 
mountains, hoe in hand. Another grey ­
beard known as the Wise Old Man, saw 
them ~nd said derisiveLy, "How silly of 
you to do this! It is quite impossible 
for you few to dig up these two mount­
ains . " The Foo lish Old Woman replied I 
''\-,1,eo 1 die. my daugh ters and sons wi L 1 
carryon; when they die, there will be 
my granddaughters and grandsons, and 
then their daughters and granddaughters 
and so on to infinity . High as they are 
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the mountains cannot grow any hlgnec 
and with every bit we dig t they vilt be 
that much lover . Why can't v e c l ean 
them away? " lI.vlag refuted the lIise Old 
f'.an's wrong viev. she went 00 diggi~ 
every day, unshaken in her conviction. 
GoJ was ~OYed by this and she sent down 
~ angels . ~ho carried the mount aios 
away on their backs . Today more than 
two greae mountains lie l ike a deao 
weight on the Anerjkan pecp12. One is 
imperialism (internal and ~ternal 
co l onia lism) , ~n~ is c8?itali sG , 
another racism and sexism. Many of us 
have long made up our rniods t o dig th Cfll 
up. lie must persevere and work uncca~· 
ingly and we, too, will touch god S 
heart . Our god i s none other then the 
majority of th e Amerikan people. If 
they stand up and dig together with U8. 
why can't these nountains be cLeared 

~ 

Relevant lor Whom? 
Chicanas do not underst~ 

their classroom textbooks because 
there is.a lack of cocaunica t ior.. 
ge~een herself and the reading 
materia l. She does not know hog to 
speak English and a comfortable re­
lationship does not exis t bec~~se 
most of t en she does not have a~ un­
derstanding teacher present . The 
chicana is n~t bilingual; s~e i s, 
therefore, w1thdrawn from cl~ss­
rocm activ i ty. The failure of t he 
teacher to be of 8ssistamce is 
most evident in the pIa, ~ard 
where the child is isolated from 
gr=p pl ay. 

In the classroom, the chicana 
is encouraged to be verbal i n t he 
English language; she tr i es her 
best, but cannot express her~elf 
in ~onversation except in an g~t­
bu~t of feelings, anger, and meed. 
The chicana is forced into u~ing 
En~ish through the uncommon ex­
perience of conversation, sing i ng, 
and reading difficult English 
phrases. After she is forced i nto 
the English language, she feels 
pa~noid. I t is a feeling that t he 
child is lOSing her abilit~ to 
speak Spanish and her Mexican c~l­
ture which should £emain expressed 
through her native means of conmun­
ication at horne. Yet, she acqu j res 
English so she can make her wa~ in­
to a society that is English-speak­
ing. 

If both languages would be en­
couraged in the classroom, the re­
sult would be that when both lan­
guages were heard in the c]ass­
roem there would not be an a i r of 
confusion but a mutual learning 
prc::cess. l 

The chicana cannot relate to 
her school books because her c~l­
ture differs from the culture io­
dictated in that book. The chicana 
culture is a collective culture 
with the ~elationship of a cen­
texed family. The children in 
fairy tales and other children's 
bOQks are white. She cannot relate 
to IIDicku and "Jane" and "Spot" be 
ca\lse she never had friends l ike 
those. She compares "Dick I I and 
"Jane's" grandfather's ranch, 
whjch is about 200 acres of hors­
es, chickens, geese, and tractors, 
wi t.h her grandfather 18 farm - - a 
faJ:1ll large enough for a house and 
a few crops to sell for a liv i ng. 

lA reference from 
Pl~tero, Head Start 
Ce~ter Coordinator. 

Mrs. 
Child 

Gloria 
Care 

If she cannot relate to any of 
this, she vill ~ot want to read 
this type of literature. She be­
gins to fe el d isc ouraged to read 
and to verbaliz e. She becomes em­
barass ed because her culture is 
not the ~pe of eultu~e she learns 
in school nor is it the way her 
white friends ] i Ye. Sbe is afraid 
and hides h er ehicana i dentity . 
Thus, she is aSAamed of her people 
and her color_ 

The te~cher puts pressure on 
the chican~ student. The teacher 
becooes Er~strated wnen the chj­
cana s t udent doe~ not do what she 
is told. The teacher punishes the 
student beca~se revards do not 
seen to me~n anything to her. The 
teacher continu.s pes t ering the 
chicana student t o raise her hand 
and answer questjons i n front of 
the c l ass a nd is at h er tail for 
not doi ng her honework. 

Here is a veT) good example of 
what I am referring to : 

A Navajo hogan in t he Ship­
rock, New Mexico, area: Billy Ya­
zee, a six year old Navajo boy, 
is listening to his fat her Paul 
who is taLking. The boy's grand­
father has jus t left. "Bi11r, 
you mustn ' t l ook at Grandfather 5 
eyes when he talks to you. He's 
an old and vise man. To look in 
his e,Yes is a sign of disre­
spect' • 

A teachers' l o unge at Billy's 
school: TWo teachers are discuss­
ing the new crop of first graders. 
'~tice how shifty they are, they 
never look you. in the eye. " I 
know, you ~an't t ell if they are 
listening to you or just being 
rude. I noticed the parents act 
the s aJIle way. I I 

A classroolll: "Billy, look at 
me when I talk to youl Billy! 
That's better!" 

The first grade t e acher is fru­
str ated wilen she tells Billy to 
put his paints in his desk and in­
stead, he leaves the materials on 
top of his desk. 

Billy's class cr beginners is 
having considerable trouble with 
the basic readers. They can't 
speak English yet, but the state 
course of study calls for reading 
instruction in the first grade. 



A school hallway: "I don I t un­
derstand it, they simply don't 
seem to care about grades. Why 
~en I waS teaching in Albuquer­
nue you should have seen those 
"L • " kids compete. 

"The only thing they under­
stand is punishment. Rewards do 
not seem to mean a thing. 11 

It's now second grade.Billy's 
father has been to school to ·see 
why Billy is so unhappy, why 
he'd rather stay home. The tea­
cher has explained that Billy 
simply won't raise his hand and 
answer the questions, even when 
he knows the answers. Bjlly 
~~n't do his homework, explains 
his teacher. In a parting ges ­
ture of friendship, the teacher 
gives Paul Yazee' s hand a good, 
firm handshake and thanks him 
for coming in. The teacher 
feels a bit uneasy. Mr. Yazee 
didn't squeeze his hand. In 
fact, he sort of drew back a bit 
~hen the teacher squeezed it. 2 

Communication has broken down. 
The only message Billy is getting 
loud and clear is "You're a fail­
..Ire. It Nobody t old Bi 11y t s teacher 
that his averted eyes are a sign 
nf respect . She didn't know that 
t he Navajo language does' not have 
seperate words for "on " and "inti. 
~aybe if Billy's teacher had taken 
some time during the first year to 
l~elp him attain a conversational 
grasp of basic English, the first 
reader might have been a little 
easier. Maybe if the teacher had 
known the cultural atLitude toward 

compet~tiont she would have been a 
bit more understanding. In fact, 
she might have used it for her and 
the children' s advantage. Had the 
teacher, willing to substitute 
punishment for reward, known the 
culture she could have used group 
rewards instead of singling out 
children for special praise--a 
culturally embarrassing practice. 
And, as for the teacher's concern 
about Billy's not raising his 
hand, well, even this could have 
been explained had she known the 
high value placed on not showing 
up other classmates. Oh, yes, 
homework is tough in a single room 
filled with the usual extended 
family tradition and. in addition, 
poorly lighted. 

These kinds of problems result 
in discriminatory treatment of 
both chicanos and chicanas. Span­
ish and Negro children also have 
their own cultures 7 and they face 
similar lack of understanding. 

Materials of instruction used 
by the students seldom contain pos­
itive reference to the environment 
and culture with which these child­
ren are familiar. They are asked 
to empathize and relate to ways of 
life considerably different from 
their own. In other words 7 "cul­
tural relevance" is missing from 
the school environment. 

Classroom management strategies 
based on clearly defined behavior­
al objectives and currently accept­
ed learning theory have not been 
systematically tested ' in ethnic 
minority classrooms to see what 
system works best with which kids. 
Many teachers use culturally inap­
propriate rewards such as grades 
and can't understand why they do 
not work. 

,. aPPLICA NT 
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rtr.t. are you our lIorl of • peraCXI:? 
Do roo yur 
A ~ ... eye, f.lIe teeth or • c:rut:cb. 
A b-race or a book, 
~ter breas t s or a rubber c r o tch. 

st1. tcbu to .heM acaetll.iac ' • ai sd.rc.· 
110,. DIll) j Then 

Bar can .". &lve , ou • t hire? 
St~ ery i Q8 . 
0pei1 your band.. 
£lip 1 1 :r:.pty. Here is II hand 

To fill it .mel .111::1.111 
To triac teacup. aDd rei] 1 ""8Y 

heedac:l::ea 
And do ¥bateyer you te l ] it. 
W! lL you _rry it t 
I t l • . &uar.~teed 

To t.bu.b abu.t your eye. • t the end 
Aad. dbsobe of sorrow . 
We sake: a.ew at.ock. froa t"'e e al t . 
1 ~tlce yOQ are atark .. ked. 
Bow abo ... t this auLt- -

81-=." aad atlff. but not. bad f::l.t. 
Wi1l ,OU _rry It? 
It La waterproof •• hat t erproof . p~ooE 
Agaloat fire and boab. through the raef. 
Believe •• they'll bury you 1 . it. 

~ your bead, ezcllae..e, i. ~ty. 
I bave tbe ticket for til..t. 
~ bere. aveetie. ou.[ of the cloaet. 
Well,. what do you tll.in\. of that? 
Naked •• paper to .urt 

But:. in t:wenty-five "Uta she ' ll 
be sll"rer, 

In fifty, gold. 
A living dotl, eveC)'Whne you look . 
It can aew, it can cool, 
It : au talk. talk. .. tall.. 

It works . there i. not'h ::L ng, wrong 
vith i t. 

Yog have. bole, it's a poultiee. 
You have an eye, it's a. image. 
"' ~, i t'. your last resort. 
V11.l you. _ rry it. _rrJ' it , _rt'} i. t . 

To be Asian 
To be W~n 

1Vi ce e un e4. t 
ADI3 the.r goole. 
Mi.'lIdles. broad 

'lWice blaaeel l 
Gol den heri.t"&ae 
Inner at rengtt. 
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] .In defined . 
1 a. e)(Otic t 00e3::LB'\t. . ~s$ {ve. 

• c onticuo\.d ebb o f ser"'o jtllde. 
] ..... a t be s . \sis. w .... 

1 •• 8 r a re c cr.ocl [t T I (11 ~1J l.Le Soc e y. 
p l <e8SUrsb ly i n d e::ur.d 
~. exhibit In ~e. 

Conc:ubine ,. S U\.ie I~l .. " "I" .,l.nt 
W'ha t o t her Amerlt:a rcua It :i.c. not i ons? 

My €u'ture de!l ne. ~ e I~ tl <t hadow 
of.., 1 uabord .. 

.,, ::L t t't l n th~ r-eal !J OoE 11'.1 f!utles . 
W hi hoUEd eeper ~'hllc ~<f. rer 

t l'sdltl cal t'es, ::rut l it 8 I 
r espect, 
tl's d tticnal t'es p onlL ! f tiea 
l ntend t o u~old . 

'l'h e Asian 
to . i oe . 

11 ten- fo ld 

lie i a lo'OL.: r c:o:lk .. lard.!rl<t c I \utcher , 
Y4lur hCLseb ~· .. :yO.! [" 1.1 [d ryhoy . 

(i) r lts \ien' t y ,)U seen tI e CfJDNlnd 
lIa i. •• pra y C(ltnllE!Cci a l ? ) 

File\. 8oc t e t , i f my :U.!'I • .any less 
of .. nan 
t'hn , cur a t - .!\tre'%lcl. 1 . 

r It.and witt: the ~Bia ., n"1 r 1 support, 
t it l' <fs pec t . 
·rad :1 tion ha s plJ1 € ed c .e- ""Hu n 
beh nd the nan ~ 
bllt '-It: UI erscand [" ] r, .lc. 

11al Cl pp r csS :l O" pcndtt~" IPOthe [' 
to "ttJain WHI1 try fat I£ '!' f ~'T 2S yea r s ? 
Hv ... n s OOr.: . wi t l rat" i '1 lIssllmi ng 
the respC'ns i bil i t ies i (. ':)a n ion 
of lover . 

Ky 1180, nt)I traditioo. a nJ 
Tbl ' is ou r st~uggte . 

One ~slsn \lenan 

8 ['(' one 

'['Hf P IG q':)q'SI"NS E 'Y r'ELYN AANCHfZ 

si.t IIPr J> word f' n~, 'Wo lldf ring abou t 
how- [ unr y th irg s aT t" n t his v l) rld 
""' y call't . 1ycn< J. a nvt l tlll a bout it? 
Tt l,n'f ba t l a "d i , t .... I mfen, t o 
t ry to t J;a OIL t" f \IOdd. J, t 'h< W{lr Id 
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She was soft and pretty; he 
knew Ahe was untouched. ( Note em­
uhasls on vlr~lnlty .)Her alabaster 
skin and succulent orbs aroused 
him. ( How do we feel when our awn 
bodies don't meet society's white 
anglo- saxon ideal of femdnine 
beauty? ) She felt that something 
was missing in her life--she was 
oot Bute what ••• (Women should be 
encouraged to learn about and ex­
periment with their own sexuality.) 
He presented her with his bulging 
manliness. (Neither virility nor 
satisfaction is necessarily propor­
tiona l to the size of a man' s 
penis. ) As his soaring flagpole 
rose to meet the dewy down, sbe 
reaLized immediate ly what she had 
always needed. She fel l back in 
anticipation. already wet a nd bot . 
(Rarely is a woman instantly arous­
ed at the mere sight of an erect 
penis . ) He caressed he r agonized 
knoh. she lay s till, awaiti~ the 
real thing ••• \Implied her e is th1e 
notion th at . coitus is the t.ln y 
''va lid " means to achieve orgasm. 
A distinction between ''vaginal '' 
and "clitora l" orgasm is also im­
plied . Although orgasms may feel 

different, all are centered in the 
cli toris.) ~e tnrust to the hilt, 
tearing her ~idenhead e She cried 
out in pain. (']he breakiog of the 
hymen durins int ercDurse is no t 
necessarily pa inful, especia l ly if 
there is enougb prevl.ous stimula­
t ion to produce l ubrlcation and 
relax muscles . Also, the hymen can 
easily be s t retched before a woman 
ever has lntercourse.) As he con­
tinued hi s forceful thrusts, she 
screamed J "ct., shol1e it up to 111)" 

head I More I More I'· 
"You luscious cunt ," he snsTl­

ed. She felt his c()llle shoot for th 
and f1 11 her wi t h th.e lifegiviog li .. 
quor of love . Her pain tUTned to 
pleasure, and her legs stiffened 
in orgasmdc paralysis . (Haw impeTa­
tive i s sLmulta neous orgasm?) Blood 
gusned aown her flushed thiR:hs . 
(~are ly does t he oreaking of tne by­
men cause extensive bleed Lng . ) Ee 
has initiated her Lnto the rea lm 
of the living, and she now can 
make up for all she 's been missing. 
Her body bas f quod 1ts true master. 
has becone his willing slave •. 
would do anything to satisfy his 
'Wants . 

" n 

All She Needs Is A Good 
Pornography reflects and rein­

forces certain values which feed male 
sUlJI"emacy. Thi s literature i s wr1tten 
primarily for men; it portrays women 
t.he way the dominant sex wants to see 
them - as ~ssive and ineffectual , to­
tally dependent upon men. In pornogra­
phy , as in society , women and men come 
tOFether not as equals but as oppressed 
and o~?ressor . Men subjugate women as 
they subjuFate other races and cultures 
Sexual relations ~rallel political 
relations ; both are based on power. The 
embodiment of man's power is his pent s. 
Supremacy hinges on -POW8L , whlc.:h 1.5 

closely linked with ag~essive, oppres­
sive action. In parnography the nan's 
penis is a " charp;i~ s teed", a "weapon" 
an "explodlnp; ~n" or a "battering raD?: 
'~oman is territory to be conquered. and 
exploited. Through sex, man wages war 
on woman. 

In the process of subjugation men 
define women as sexual objects WhOSE 
worth depends on conforaity to a stan­
dard of beauty that is both racist and 
~lastic. By objectifyi ng WOMan, man no 
lon«er has to deal with her as a human 
bein~. He can inflict ~in without 
~avi~ to feel ~ilty . 

The bel ief that paln 1s pleasurable 
for women also serves as a rationale 
for his cruelty. This supoosed enjor­
Ment of pain increases nan's contempt 
for woman . Because men respect only 
power , and WOllen, by definition, are 
penis less , aen can never respect women. 
Because in pornography wOllen exlst for 
sex alone, and sex is portrayed a.s 
animalist ic , wOllen are held in co.plate 
conteJlnt. 

Contrary to popular belief. what 
satisfies a woaan sexually is dlstin­
guishable froll what satlsfies a .an. 
Through society's extolling of "vagin­
al" orp:anislI, the penis becomes the 
prillB.ry source of - a w01l8n' s sexual 
pleasure~ Any other form of 'stimulation 
threatens male supremacy. Lesbianlsm 
serves as an added titl1lation f or men 
because 1 t makes the conq ues t more dlf­
ficult . hence more satisfying . The 
"OIIIan lnternalIzes the nan's view that 
other foras of stimulation are secon­
dary and not as fult'Ullng . Man, 1n 
teachln~ WONan his view of her sexual­
ity, reinforces the inequality. By 
learning about our own sexuality and 
tak1~ control o£ our bodies, we can 
be~n to take control of our own lives . 

l1Gl~ (S~~~ Gl~~O[l~l1 ~~ 
Have you ever wondered why 

mo~t of your professors are an~lo 
. me~? Why are chere almost no ~hLrd 
W~ld pr ofessors? Why are tbeIE so 
fev women professors? We don't 
f e el it is simply a coincidence 
t~t positions are always f il led 
by" whitp 'l'4lon Rllt rather there is 
a (Onnect1on between who controls 
th i s school (i . e. whLte, r8Cist, 
se~iBt males) and who is being 
hi::red. 

. In the university. li~ in 
SO(Lety , ~omen and Third ~brLd 
pe~ple are a cheap labor force . 
They have repeatedly been concent­
rated in lower positions with low­
er pay. less iob secur ity and few­
er privileges. This leaves them ex­
po.ed to budgetary cutbacks and 
cr4!ates a sit uat ion of bei.ng the 
last hired. first fired. Third 
World and women faculty ~enbers 
on this camnus have never had thp 
sane promotion.. rate as their an~l o 
mal e colleagues. These stateaents 
are exemplified in the charts _ In 
ad~ition there are no wameo on 
si~teen out of twenty - four boards 
an~ the number of women who have 
co~e u o for tenure and have re­
c e lved it i s zero. 

. F or the white and Third Wor ld 
WODen di scr imination exis t s both 
in practice and writte n. po licy. 
Discr iminat or y attitudes prevail 
fr~m r ecr uiting to fringe benefits 
and nepo t i sm. The nepotLsm re~la-
ti~n i s a university po~icv of not 
hiring related persons. Unfor tun­
ate l v thi s usuall y affects married 
couples and works against the 
wo~an. Whenever a couole co~es be-­
faTe the board t o seek empl oynent. 
if the woman is preferred to the 
maI, neither candidate is hired. 
If both cand idates are equally 
qualified, however, the male is al­
wa~s hired, and his wife is some­
tiDes gr anted a menial non··looder 
position. There are professor's 
wiTes. now on campus) with EhO's 
who are holding teaching assistant 
positions. No case has been found 
in which a man hasn ' t been hired 
because of this policy. 

Even though women contribute 
to the University retirement plan 
at the s ame rate as men, the sur­
vi~or benefits which women receive 
are less than those for men. Their 
husbands do not receive survivor 
be~efits unless their yives have 
co~tributed at least 50t to their 
support. Widows of professors, on 
the other hand, are given survlvor 
benefits regardless of the amount 
of sUPfort contributed ;'y the pro ­
fessor s wife . This is a blat ant 
violation of the law which s tates , 
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.. II • • • the e lOployeT wj n not be con­
sidered to have viol a t ed any gu' de­
lines if hi s c~~tribu~ ions are the 
same for men and women or if the 
resulti ng benef lts are equal." 

In intervlews with board and 
committee c hai~en conducted last 
year , i t was e vident that their 
att itudes t~ard ~ornen are dis ­
cri~inatory. One of the white 
male'S int eryieveC! revealed that: 
'We would not want strong women 
because they ~ake peopl e feel 
uncom '=ortabLe." In addition. one 
chajrman cDntinual] ? referred to 
his Tec,rui t i ng as a search for the 
''bes t man, IF and anot ber indicated 
that he ~ites r ecruiting letters 
asking abou t a "bright young man ." 
Final ly one chairaan indicated 
they wanted a tfoman in a certain 
field but j us t ~eeause it was con­
cerned ~iLh chj ldr en. With such 
attitudes prevaj l ing , it is little 
wonder why t hE numbe r of women 
teaching on t h j s campus is small. 
The U. C. Poljcy states that, 
''Recruitment letters should affir­
matively s tate t ha t t he department 
is in te res ted io h i ring both women 
and men, and neit her Letters nor 
oral communicati ons should indi-
c ate t hat men are preferr ed to 
women .. " 

A woman who is guided by lhe 
head and not t he heart Ls .:t so -

pest i lence, She has a ll 
de£ec ts of t h e passionate 
affectionate \.loman, wilh 

none of her compensations; she 
is without ?ily, wi thout lovC', 
without virtuc-, vithou t S('X, 

flon ore de B,alz.:tc 

When i t comes t o hiring a 
woman or a Th jrd World ma l e, the 
woman 15 us u a l ly seLec t ed . A third 
world male threatens t he secur i ty 
of the white admini ~~~fltion much 
mo:e tnan a woman.. Whenever a 
th1rd worl d per son i s hi red it is 
usually an act of mere tokenism 
falsel y ~aking the board member~ 
feel as though they are breaking 
~own the barriers bebween races 
S~n~a r~i~~ t ar~h~l~o~~r ~~g~i~~~le ~t 

~--~----~====~=-----------q----------------------------------------------------------------~~~=~==~ 
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What can be done about the 
r acist, sexist attitudes on this 
campus? Action has already been 
initiated, and two class action 
complaints have been filed against 
U.C. Berkeley and U.C. Santa Cruz 
involving discrimination on the 
basis of sex. A complaint has also 
been filed against U. C. Berkeley 
jnvol ving discrimination on the 
basis of race and national origin . 
Bu t women and Th1rd World people 
ar e still being fired and not 
~ired. These professors· need all 
the support from the students that 
they can get. Student support is 
the only immediately effectivp. 
Deans that professors have avail-­
abl e to fight against the white 
78cist, sexist mal es who control 
this so-called liberal campus. As 
an article from the December 6, 
1971 ~s.ue of Loaded stated , it i. 
al so 'crucial that the Boards know 
that we are aware of the suits 
aware of the legal requirements' , 

!.adder positions Women Total Faculty 

~ul1 Prof . 0 67 

Assoc. Prof. 5 44 

Asst . Prof. 7 88 

Ac ting Asst . Prof. 3 20 

ro tal ladder appt. 15 ~19 

!{on-J..dder Positions 
",c ting Instructor 5 16 
hsoc . 4 14 
Lec turer 17 60 
Total non-ladde r 26 90 
Source: Cl ••• Action Suit 4-1-71 

college Thi rd World Faculty 

Merrill 

E1fFTE* 

1 Asian 
3 Blacks 
l Chicano 
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Cowell 
43 PTE 

St even.OO 
II PTE 

Crovn 
38 FTE 
Kresg 
l5 FTE 
college V 
43 FTE 

1 Anglo 1 ndia n 
l lndia Indian 
2 Blacks 
l Nepalese 
l Aden 
1 Black 

I Puerto Rican 

o Ethnics 

I Black 
1 Chicano 

*Full Time Employees 
Soar ce: Mike RotkLn 
and above all unwilling to accept 
blatant tokenism. It is essential 
that students , particularly those 
who are most sensitive to the need 
for Third World and female teach­
ers on this caxnpus, find out who 
in each Board is involved in facul­
ty recruitment. Talk to these 
individuals, and if there is no 
committee or set procedure, demand 
one. Thi s is one of the points 
requi red by the affirmative action 
plans(HEW) and one also recommend­
ed by the Faculty Senate Comnittee 
on the Status of W~n. If there 
is a cOIlDllittee, find oul: how stud­
ents can participate ilmned.iately." 

A HISTORY OF lESBIANISM 

How they C&Me lnto the world, 
the yomen- loving-woaen 
CA., 1n three by three 
and tour ~ four 
the yo.en- lov1ng-woaen 
cam t in ten by ten 
and ten by ten again 
until there were more 
tha: you could count 

they took care of each other 
the bes t they knew how 
and of each oth'Jr ' s cb~ldren t 
if they had. am 

How they lived l.n the orld. 
the vomen-lov1n~-wo.en 
lea~ed 85 ~uch as they were allo~&d 
and lIalked and wore their clothes 
the lIay they l1.ked 
whelever they could. They did whatever 
the:! knew to be ha.'o'PY or free 
and worked and worked and worked. 
The women-lov1n~-women 
1n ~erica were called dykes 
and some liked it 
and some did not. 

they" made love to each other 
the bes t they knew hOM 
and fOT the best reasons 

How th.ey ven1. a. t .f 1.he ,",arId t 
the vOJl8n-lo..,1n,-w •• en 
went. Ollt one lry ()(1<t 
MvinR; vi t.ns1..,od ceater a.rrl lesser 
tr~alS, an~ n~c~ h.tred 
fron other oe(lu)e, they Yan~ out 
one by Olle I eac~ hilvlrl2: tr"lerl 
In her 01l.n Wei., 10 "vex thro .... 
the rule or nen ov<tr vCYten,. 
they tried 11 ore "by one 
and nundTed b) ~uncred. 
until eac h. CBlle In heT eVil way 
to the end. 01 her: ite 
and tHed, 

7he 5~b~ ec ~ of lesbjanls. 
is VE-ry orcJinar;1 It ' s the 
q'Uestjor oj rrale tlOllination 
that na~es everyDody 
an;rry . 

letters to women 

1 see .oul pain eyes 
hidden in blue shadow 
fur la.hes deny the rea l 
halrJa~ccpt.ble abov{' th<: brov 
not be 10\001 tlle knee 

1 8e~ ~uur eyes, sistPr 
1 see )lour soul 

you call your breasts wrinkled le~rs 
hid e t il em under ~ inch (oam, leclT'l ' 
to Lik~ :your thighs only to hear 
you ha~e ugly {ect. 
hOY 1011g wi 11 w(' listen to men 
wh o te 11 us they tOVl' LIS? 

who can us frigid or mani.ac &: turn 8\l8y? 
hov long wilt we stand as dolls on 8 
sh('lf 

buy ne buy me 
onl' house & i'm yours 

i Ir.)~. siUl'r . 

hoy aboul you? 



" We mus t 5 tart off with the 
r ealization that as much as women 
~ant to be good 'cientis ts or en­
gineers, they wan . first and fore­
nost to be womanly companions of 
nel"' and mothe r s. " (Bruno Bettel­
beim, psychologist, University of 
Chicago) 

Nothing does more to perpetuate 
the above fallacy than Rock and 
Roll music. Along with the overt 
sexist attitudes of men in rock, 
jt is particularly distressing to 
hear female artists further rein­
iorcing such oppressive images of 
uomen. If Rock music is the voice 
of the new, "liberated" generation, 
jf this new sound is the chief 
Janguage and means of commL,.,ica ­
tion for a IInewly conscious" I> reed, 
then millions of sisters ant bro­
thers are creating a counter-cul­
ture that merely cloaks old values 
j n a new style. 

Music critic Albert Goldman 
tlrites) "Sex is t pigs in excelsis ) 
the rock boys have divided women 
j nto two camps: those who follow 
them as groupies, and those who 
remain at home, nursing future 
generations of he roes near the 
~anctitr. of the macrobiotic 
hearth. I 

The first cut off Tapestrt is 
" I Feel Ll,..,: !:.;..::t.~1 ~(ove " : " I eel 
the earth move under my feetl I 
feel the sky tumbling down/ I feel 
my heart start to trembling, when­
ever you ' re near mel And you 
tenderly call my name/ I kn~ my 
emotions are something I j ust 
can 't tamel I've jus t got to h ave 
you baby ... " Mos t of her songs 
arc directed to an assumed male 
character. I suppose it is fine if 
Carole feels that way, but lament 
arises when one realizes that mil­
lions of males and females are 
hearing a woman l yrically subm1t 
hers elf to male sup remacy . It 
would be hard to imagine t hese 
lyriCS sung by a man. 
II Anothe r son~ on Tapestry is 

Where You Lead; , I a lways 
wanted a real home, with flowe r s 
on the windowsill/ But if you want 
to live in New York City, Honey, 
you know I will/ . . . And wher e you 
lead I will follov/ Anywhere you 
tell me to/ If you need , need me 
to be with you/ I will fol low 
where you l ead.' 

Probabl y the most devastating 
image female vocalists present to 
the listening public is the reRdi­
ness to change themselves into 

Blletoric of Bock 
There has been a recent emer­

gence of successful women Rock 
stars, although the male artis ts 
still outnumber the females by a 
substantial margin. Carly Simon, 
l ita Coolidge, Carole King, Laura 
Ny ro, Lydia Pence, Joni Mitchell, 
and the late Janis Joplin are 
among the popular female recc r ding 
artists today . These sister~ are 
putting forth a sexist im~~e of 
female incompetence. Amid! 1 the 
roof -tops, sweetseasons, ~ood­
s tocks, .and soul-finding songs, 
each artlst sings of female depen­
dency, paSSivity, inferiority, and 
womanly compassion. The lyrics 
v~ry , . but the.underriding implica­
t10n 1S cons1stent; that is, men 
dominate, women submit. 

Carole King is probably the 
most popular female vocalist roday 
certainly the most successful. ) 
He r album, Tapestry, has sold four 
ni lli on records and two mil~ion 
tapes , and it is still selling 
150,000 copies a week. Her songs 
are played frequently 0' AM and FM 
radio stations across the country 
and there is usually a Carole King 
song in the "Top Ten Hi ts" lis ts. 
She was voted Woman of the Year by 
the New York Times , and Tapestry 
was rated by Rollin~ Stone as one 
of the t hr ee best LP s of 1971. 
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whatever a man wants them t o be. 
Carley Simon sin~s " The Girl You 
Think You See "; I' m not really 
the girl you think you see/ ~ho 
ever you wan t is exactly who [ ' m 
more than willing to be! I'l l be 
carefree/ A peace corp tra i nee/ 
Your Gypsy Rose Lee! To please 
you.' The thought of anybody alter­
ing oneself in some way for anoth­
er person seems l ike a backward 
leap on the rough path to self­
realization. Yet the~e sisters 
are consistently advocating such 
behavior, and I see too many peo­
ple accepting the idea and in turn 
stifling a growth of consciousness. 
Needless to say it is the woman 
here whose awareness is hindered 
most. 

A prevalent and equally disil­
lusioning image of women presented 
by the sisters in Rock and Roll is 
that of the compassionate fool 
left suffering and desolate by ~ 
man for another woman. It is also 
interesting to note the element of 
bad treatment attributed to men. 
Ri ta Coolidge sings "1'11 Be Here" 
on her album "Nice Feeling" ... I Boy 
you treat me mean and you trea t me 
cold and you hurt me down to my 
very soul ... But when she (other 
woman) l eaves you and you're all 
alone I I rn .;ust as ( l ose ap your 

~elephone .•• I'll be here when you 
itllnt me .... ' 

L~dia Pence of Cold Blood ~[cgs 
.11 ' 0 a good woman .... you doo:'t 
even take me out when I put on IJfY 
dres s I I know YOtI I ve got: another 
woma:n s om.ewbere around / but. FIe)' 
11m .a good woman, s.uch a good liriQ­

o.an 1 s ucb a goood woman •. ./ So 
don t treat me ~ike dirt." 

On tbe other end of the spec­
trum is Joni Mitcbell. Joni her­
self is an appalling image of ~e 
orga~c~ mother-eaztb goddess; the 
s"Wee t, so ft, compass iona te , end 
ever10ving fema1e 1 servant: of men 
Sbe presents this unreal ~ge 
throughout her songs. "All I Want 
Bl" , ue -- I want to have funl I 
vant to shine like the sun/ I want 
~o be the one you want to seef I 
want to knit you a sweb.ter./ I want 
to WTite you a ~ove letter! I want 
to ~ke you fee1 better/ I want to 
make you feel free.' Females iden­
tifying with th1s image are likely 
to find their emotional stability 
destroyed when they realize t:Eat 
it is impossi.ble to live up to the 
image. Males, fooled into- b.eliev­
ing that such women. exist rill he 
sad1y disappointed. ' 

There is a very reaL danger 
to both male and female conscious­
ness in the images of "omen in 
~USLC. Its significance lies uot 
on the metaphors or " meaning It of 
words, but. in the emotional i.8p~ct 
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it. tJas on_ the l is t ener. The power 
of DUBie reaches the patterns of 
Kemery an~ respon~e,and lodges it­
s elf in ttte uncoruscious of the lis­
t:ener. In otheR:' 1irfords ~ music is 
Lnt:ernali~ed, eSFecia~ly if it is 
~eard a number of tiDes_ 

A personal case in point is 
ny internalization of Carole 
ICing's m.usic. TaJes:try vas one of 
BY all -tiDe favorite listen-to­
W'tten-IIIlI-down records . I used to 
t.hink, "OIl, thi$ is just how I 
feel, and here i$ a far out woman 
\iho b:s written YJY feelings in 
prose. I actuall] 'WrOte the words 
to " So Far APiaY" in a letter and 
mailed it to a male in Nexico City . 
At the time [sineerel~ £elt that 
way. As 1 listened to nore female 
voca lis ts ["began to accept images 
and b~lieved that ~y worth depen­
ded on my making a man happy, 
being there when: he stepped on me 
or left me. and thinking that I 
could no~ li~e without a man. 

I've come upon an incredible 
feeling of freedom and self-worth 
:from: lIlY involveDEnt in women 1 s 
liberation~ Somebou' I I d like to 
share my new-found awareness with 
sisters who are in the place I was . 
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From Alternative to Mainstream 
I have begun to realize tIe 

tremendous amount of oppression 
that I face. in my everyday life, 
often becoming despondent and 
asking myself when will stra1ght 
,oci~ty relinquish its right to 
power . The laws rpgarding homo­
sexuality are becomIng wore pro­
gressive, but housing and employ­
Dent are no les8 difficult, not to 
Dention psychological harassment. 

In recognizing these problems 
I tried to determine who would 
benefit from the enfranchisement 
It gay pea.pIe, women, and other 
~lnoritie~. IL 1s fr~ghL~ning LO 
'ear that only when it benefits 
~he majority that the concerns of 
hese minorities are realized. I 

,egan to think of the great sex­
nlity crisis faced by most people 
n our society, and its effects. 
was ~nce considered a heterosex-

~al; I was unhappy in my role and 
quently I aeLect in ma~y ways 

cw consider antisocial. It ~b 
he feeling of inadequacy and sex­

ual impotency which causes many 
such situations. Our society, 
however, tends to only punish and 
ry to force individuals to change 

1 ~havior without considering the 
easons why certain people act as 

they do. In fact. the whole field 
~t behav10rism is founded upon the 
lelief that if you change the be­
havior using no matter what 
Eethods, you can solve the problem 
~f unhappiness and the resulting 
antisocial behavior, which is con­
sidered an illness. It would Seem 
that if men and women could be 
freed of the constricting roles 
vhich bind them or by which they 
define themselves that crimes 
such as rape and prostitution (of 
vhich women, black women in par­
ticular, are victims) would vanish . 
If for one time in history th~ in­
tegrity ot human relationships 
vere put on a higher and more 
important level than a business 
contract, then untold amounts of 
human suffering and costly waste 
",ould vanish. 

As a woman and as a lesbian, 
I consider the relationship in 
ihi~h sexual expression occurs 
:m·ch more important than physical 
aspects of the retaCi0nsn1p. Thi 
expression of one s self cannot 
occur in a climate where one of 
the members of the situation has 
More power or greater importance 
than the other . 

Many persons fall in love 
with someone of the same sex be­
cause they and the other person 15 

are equals, therefore they call 
expect to achieve ~rue expression 
and openess. Men with other wen 
are not obliged to control or man­
ipUlate the situation, and women 
wi th othPT women are not obliged to 
submit to control or manipulation. 
That is not to say that the same 
situation cannot occur in a heter­
os~xual relationship. but there is 
more shit to cut through since the 
male in such a situation usually 
does not want to relinquish his 
power or see that it is oppressive. 
When a woman in a gay relationship 
becomes oppressive, the power play 
is much easier to deal with as she 
CSl be shown quite readily in 
Wli_ch ways she is being oppressive 
j~~t as a man would be. 

In lOOKing at tne standards 
used by strai~ht society regard­
ing the oppressive and repressive 
nature f rr:any gays, one must un­
derstand where p~ople hsvl:: conle 
from. It must be understood that 
many people have had their lives 
so mutilated by straight society 
that they instinctively feel de­
fer.~ive and can no longer open 
themselves up to t~e possibility 
of destruction. This i~ the pri­
mary reaSon that the gay movement 
is so young in age and small in 
numbe'!' • The men and women who 
were unfortunate enough to be dis­
covered 5-20 years ago have of~~u 
been so oestroyed that they will 
never lend anything but the most 
private support to the movement. 
There are many lesbians I know 
personally who were kicked out of 
high school or college in disgrace, 
han their love letters mimeo­
gr'lphed and giVe" to psychiatrists, 
ln~t their lovers through suicides, 
h."e been blaclanailed, barred from 
pl4ofessions as innocuous as beau­
tici~ns aT cab drive~. lost their 
children or have been inSLitution­
alized for months or even years 
for the simple act of loving an­
other woman. It is interesting to 
note that the greatest persecution 
comes when you first come out, 
yo\'r first romance of 16 01: 17 
yer.rs old. Imagine if the re­
sponse given to the first love of 
~ heterosexuRl boy and girl were 
th~& kind of treacment. In most 
cases it is the result of the dis­
covery of love letters; often the 
relationship has included no type 
of sexual experience, and the 
parties involved are usually being 
punished for something which they 
don't understand at all. It is 
not uncotmDon for a young woman to 

fall in love with one of her 
friends, not even -really knOftt.&..Ag 
there is such a eocial ~erm as 
homosexuality UIltil !She Ls 
attacked and pllDiehed for being a 
lesbian. Many women heterosexuals 
are similarly punished on tile 
hasis ot suspicion alone. 

TIllS IS TIlE WAY STltA IGHT SOCIErY 
SEEMS TO DEAL WITH ITS CEILDREN. 

1'1 ,. !"--" . il..l terms of DOney to 
cure the effects of such tTeatment 
is tmbelievable_ Many patients 
spend the bulk of their lives in 
mental he-spitals because of !!'lJCh 
treat~cnt, many go into p7ostitu­
tion or are forced into it oy 
brutal men who play on the~r feel­
ings of disgrace and ins~curity. 
Manv beco~e guilt-ridden th~S~t 
wiV~8J alcoh~~ic9. or s ra go 
fr ig id women , many h (lYe 'UI1Wer. ted 
children to prove their ca?6cities 
8S women. Many become the viet im:s 
of corrupt vice squad act~vities, 
fill the pockets of the ~afia in 
payoffs in bars arxl cluDs. The 
most tragic of all -- many, far 
too many, are the victims of their 
own self-hatred who become notbing 
more than suicide statistics. 
Often in suicide notes th~re are 
indications that some peraons are 
so convinced and fearful of tbeir 
homosexuality, they will destroy 
thei-r lives in ordE:r not to act 
out their i~er beings. 

1 say all these things because 
gay people are numerous, J am 
sure that you have known many in 
your lifetime who fooled :rou with 
their covers. They were so afraid 
of telling you or themselv~s that 
they lived in secret sgon:r endur­
ing the destruction of countless 
lov1Dg re'tat-ionsh1ps in favor of 
thel~ cover. Many of these people 
may bave been forced. to g ive up a 
career to leave a dangerous situs: 
tion or to avoid blackmai l . They 
are your mothers or fathers, in 
many caS2S, sisters and b7others, 
friends, coudins, ministe~9, doc­
tors, aunts, uncles, and gIanopar­
ents. Usually these people have 
one or more societal crutches in 
order to allow escape fro~ the 
torture of hiding. 

YP must all work togetHer for 
the liberation of the hunan race 
whicb we have so expertly mangled, 
The problems confronting 118 today 
are such that no one can be ex­
cbuled. Many happy, loving homes 
can be found for children I now in 
in.l:itutions, in the gay communi 16 

- wocld this be detrimental to the 
child? How could B l oving envir­
onment rossibly be more harmful to 
a child than life as a number in 
an institutionr Simply bpcause 
often hClVe a much more 1nnovative 
approach to a problem than people 
who have contented themsel'fes with 
a role-oriented life.tyle. We are 
ce~tBinLy p~rt of an answer to the 
growing pToLllem of population con· 
trol, becauf ~ we are not usually 
overwhelmed by the necessity of a 
biological tie between parents and 
children. We provide many of the 
answers to ques tions t Tom women 's 
liberation involving the nature of 
masculine and feninine ahiliries. 
For these reas ons and because of 
the alternat~ve and communal 
nature or our 1i±e s~ylet we are 
most hopeful for the day when the 
problems of all people will be 
dealt with in a socialistic spirit . 

-your slater in revolution 



( 
Nuch of the contemporary lit­

erature coming from Third World 
women concerns itself with the 
participation of Third World women 
in the current women's liberation 
s trugg le. The dialog that ema­
nates from this literature re­
volves a r ound the argument of 
\"hether Chicanas s hould seek li­
beration on ly in terms of being 
Chicanas or in terms of being 
Chicanas and women as well . While 
some argue that t he role of Chi­
canas should be that of resis ting 
repression and American society 
alongside Chicanos, o the r s argue 
tha t their role s hould be a dual 
one, that Chicanas s hould fight 
oppression not only because they 
are Chicanas but because they are 
women as well . 

I!JJ st It f!iJ Alii 4& 
A lila 

Central to this argument i s 
the fact that Chicanas are op­
pressed more [or be ing from a vi­
sib l y Halien" ethnic group than 
for being women. They are op­
pressed as women within their cul­
ture by machismo and by other 
means of oppression, for example, 
the Church and the strong opposi­
tion against birth control abor ­
tion, and child care. The'larger 
socie t y promotes the oppression 
of the Chicana through job dis­
cr imination , racism , disc rimina­
tion in educa tion, welfare, pri­
sons and so forth. Thus, Chicanas 
are oppressed along the three 
lines of racism , class, and sex­
ism, whereas the women who make UP 
the middle class women's libera­
tion movement are oppressed inso­
far as they are women; they are 
oppressed as a class. 

The Chicana must resist both 
as a woman and a Chicana. She 
must resist the chauvinism of he r 
carnales, and the seductive over­
tures to self-destruction of the 
larger society. The Chicana must 
realize that freedom cannot be the 
prerogative of the other sex and 

"1 " ' that iberation is meaningless 
if she has not participated. Free­
dom, in its most real and basic 
sense, cannot be, if it is not for 
everyone. 

Chicanas must be allowed the 
freedom to comb~t sexism because 
sexism r epresses not only Chicanas 
but La Raza as a whole. The 
larger society utilizes sexist 
tactics like the dogma of anti­
birth control and abortion 'to 
maintain an economic stranglehold 
on all Raza. Chicanos cannot gain 

genuine freedom if they are op­
pressors; oppression Umpriaons 
both the victim and the oppressor; 
both are dehumanized. 

The awareness of Chicanas is 
fast rising. In a survey from the 
first na~ional Chicana conference~ 
held May 28-30 in Houston, 84% of 
the women surveyed felt that they 
had not been encouraged to seek 
professional careers and that 
highe r education is not considered 
important for Mexican women. 
Eighty-four percent agreed that 
women did not receive fair wages . 
When asked if married women and 
mothers who attended school were 
expected to do the housework~ be 
respons ible for children, cook and 
do the laundry while going to 
school, 100% of the wom en said 
they were. Eighty-eight pe rcent 
agreed that a social double stan­
dard existed. When they were 
asked if they were discriminated 
against within La Raza, 72l said 
yes, none said no, and 2~4 voiced 
no opinion. 

A better indicator of the 
awarenes s of the Chicana is the 
praxis of reflection trans fanned 
into action. Chicanas must resist 
through and around their own de­
mands and through their own organ­
ization. In 1970 the women in 
MAPA (Mexican-American Political 
Association) formed a caucus at 
that organization's annual meet-

W •••• ~8 
&lt8BMA 
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ing. A workshop on women was also 
held at a Latino Conference in 
Wisconsin in 1970. In Crystal 
City, Texas, women had to organize 
themselves . (Crystal City has be­
come famous for the takeover 0 f 
that city by the La Raza Unida 
Party.) Ciudadanos Unidos (United 
Citizens), the organization of the 
Chicano community in Crystal City, 
was limited to Chicanos, who made 
all the decisions. The women's 
auxiliary, Ciudadanas Unidas, in­
vaded one of the men's meetings 
and demanded recognition as mem­
bers on an equal basis. They got 
it. 

There is new literature being 
devoted to Chicanas. There is a 
special section devoted to them in 
the newspaper, El Grito Del Norte, 
whose editor, incidentally, 1S a 
woman. The Chicana feminis t news­
paper, Las Hijas de Cuahtemoc, 
from Long Beach, California is 
another example . ' 

The white women's liberation 

movemen t must begin to address it ­
self to the proble~ of Third 
World women. Velia G. Hancock 
wri tes: 

Ncne of tbe predomin~nt)y white 
middle class , professional 
groups have come to grips ~ith 
racism in American society or 
tbe deliberate role of the go­
vernment in the oppression of 
Cbicano people educatioDall v and 
it:'" every other way. T~i~;:ie women 
are reformists in the liberal 
tradi tion. As u forc e fo r 
cbange they are ba s i ca11v irre-

leva.nt: to t he 
and, ther.e for e I 

a, ic .. lno people 
to O,icanas. 

If tlte wumen. · s l. lb e r a tion movement 
truly wants to)e a Ll~ll·t of the 
change that is forthcomin g . th£,l1 
it is imperative th.a til ,ldd ress 
and relate itself Lo 1hird 
Wo r l d p eop le. [f t hey do no t, 
the, run the risk of- achieving 
"liberatioJn" a long t he lines and 
terms of their oppre5sors; that is 
to say, the v ery ('let that the 
middle c lass \~'OlI1 en I s rl'ovemen t is 
white implies t hat i t is bas ically 
cacis t, anot her "\Jhi tc~ only " or­
gani2ation . 

lJi'U L Gio"l'ann.i. 

i l':S a qUfs t icll ()( power 
vh i dl ti e nust wiald 
i f it is no t 
to be tl ie lded 
.1gajns t U~ . 

Our Collective Effort 
We ~ as a group of women, tried to 

meet., We fai led. It is only after 
many attempts to break th rough barrier s 
that we began to unders taoo thE rcasons 
for )ur failure . We don't believe that 
our Jing le example means that woo:en' s 
grou)s inevitably have to fal 1 apart, 
but they do have many obstac les to 
over , ome . 

'Jhat are t hey ? 
In addition t o varied persona lit· 

ies , voreen have problems over and a bove 
those that are encountered by any o ther 
grou> . Because women aren't accust~d 
to w-.>rking together in exclusively fe· 
male groups, ~e had difficulties in as· 
sornitg leadership, taking hlitia tive 
and responsibility. These difficulties 
shou Ldrit necessarily be a disadvantage ; 
no ome should have to be a lEader . A 
new .. 00 better kind of group :should be 
deve l oped where everyone takes par t in 
the ~p.cision naking and organi7ing . 

Ye are so used to working individ· 
ualt1 that we have no conception of haw 
to WGrk together as a group. Making a 
commi tment is necessary for the s urvlv· 
al oj cne group. This is s~ething that 
we a6 sisters must learn to do. 

Croap experience is demanding . 
Many of us were afraid tha t 1.f w,- be­
came leaders. all the work would fal l 
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on our s h oulders . No oue v as willing 
to rjsk exposing heeself -- th erc was Ul ­
",ays the cbance of being resen ted or 
attacked. .1'10 one lo7clnted t o appea r i g · 
norant. nor to be h e ld resJlonsible for 
possjble failur e. We \oI eee a ll on the: 

.d efensive from tile sta.rt. Not on ly 
·'Wer e \ole pessimistic , bu t \it! were often 
apathetic as we ll. 

VE ca~e to the group v i th vQrious 
motives, [Jost o f us wi th a feeling of 
forced obligation vhich resulted jn re­
sentnent. One of LS (trend y) camL with 
the expectation of intellectual stjmul ­
ation. Nancy came ~~th expectations of 
experiencing sisterhood throllgh a stud), 
group situation. 

\Ie a ll started with vaglle hopu of 
a strong sroup ma terializing, hUl,",'l: 
were too easily discour aged . l.thy? 11,-,.." 
mu.ch of this ha.s to do with the. fan 
that -goe are f eiUl le? Ve:. r y littl', \.'€ 

t hinK. Rather ~ it is a ceflection upon 
our socializBtioo as wo~n . 

Our hostilit ies VEr e eventua lly 
all br ought out into the ();cn and .. t;r 
defens iveness disappeared . l-.le talkc.d 
free ly and began to knOW' C!,ac h otht'T Dnd 
Like each other . We h.."d fin:'1ll}' b(cemr.. 
a group . Through a rc.cogn i.tioTl of '~Ul' 

initial failures WE, in fact, SUCUl.;tlt;~ 
As proof, we submit this ar t iclE: l. \' 

J 
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" You can n o t s ka t e ," said 
Ma rk . 
Down you go ! 
Come on! Ge t up! 
I wi l l he lp you s ka t e. " 

"I can s ka t e j ust like you ," 
said Jane t . 
"You do no t have to help me. 
Bu t I do not want to skate . 
Not now ! " 

IlLook at her, Mother J" said 
Mar k . 
Jus t look at her. 
She is j ust like a girl. 
She gives Up , lI 

Behavior is pre.cri~ed for 
young girls even be f ore they leave 
home and i s ca t egorically rein­
forced in the schools . Gi rls a r e 
expec t ed t o be s i lly, bu t compas­
s i ona t e , t o be t a l kat i ve , but not 
curious . 

• 'Daddy 
J an e t. 
word? 1I 

l ook 
''Wha t 

h e r e , " said 
is this big 

" Imagination, It said Daddy . 
" Tha t is a big word for a 
li tHe g i r 1 like you . " 

Through the lack of posi t ive rein­
f orcement t he curiosit y of girls 
i s stifled . 

She is just like a girl! 
This is an example of negative 

self-image and a blatan t exampl e 
of negative s exism perpetuated by 
the public s chool s ystem . Thi s 
quote was taken from Around the 
Corne r, a firs t ~ rade textbOOK 
from the Californ~a State Series 
which i s currently being us ed in 
the Santa Cruz City Schools. We 
chose this s eri es bec ause al l 
ch i ldrell in public schools must 
re lt{ , ., "'I 

"Women on Words and Images ", 
a group in New Jersey, did a sur­
vey of 144 elementary r eader s 
from 15 major series. They found 
900 stories with a boy as the main 
character as opposed to 344 stor­
ies with a girl as the main charac· 
ter. 

In the illustrations of t he 
textbooks we studied, the boys are 
pictured as capable, independent, 
and aggressive. The girls are pic­
tured as docile, silly, SOld inse ­
cur e . A sur vey of one textbook 
chosen at random revealed that 
there were cwice as many pictures 
of boys than girls; 79% of the il ­
lustrations of boys were showing 
some form of action as opposed to 
only 27% of the pictures of girls 
showing them to be active. 

?:tos ~ of the texts were IIpro _ 
gress~ve enough to show one or 
two Third World characters in a 
white middle-class suburban set­
ting. Usually a Third World child 
is the member of a white circle of 
friends . Rarely is the story cen­
ter ed around a Third' World family. 

Despite the fact that 29 mil ­
lion mothers work, the women in 
the textbooks we examined were al­
most without exception mothers and 
housewives . This perpetuates the 
myth that the woman ' s place is in 
the home , although 15% of working 
women are heads of hous eholds . 
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In one poem in a second g r ade 
reader, the gi rl sounds mo r e l i ke 
a rock or t r ee rat her than t he 
youthful, playing child we are ac­
c ustomed to . 

Ellen on a hill-top 
Ellen on a hi 11 
Ellen on a hill- top - hill 
Still. still . still. 

The nuclear family structure 
in textbooks se l dom draws on the 
reality of American life today . 
The stories primarily revolve a­
round familial situations . However 
these families are never faced 
with the common problems of unem­
pl oyment, divorce, alcoholism, 
death, or any other t r aumas fo r a 
young child. 

This literature , used in our 
public schools togay is serving to 
reinforce, exten, and finalize 
the socialization int o sex ro l es 
already rooted in children before 
t hey reach school. Thus, the world 
of the textbook is a smal l one, de­
str uctive at wor st, and grossly un­
representative of the world and 
life at best. 

S :a.L X:E.:E: 
a:n.d. :a::E:G-~XL~ 

In a cross section of popullr 
fictjoo designed to appeal to .~­
dent~ in the 3rd to 6tb grades, 
the :image of the fe1lL41e relies CI)£l­

sistEntly on traditionally acce~-

ed r~O:~ally the adventurous girl 
is a far cry from the ideal b~y, 
the nost desirable female. Sbe Ls 
athlEtic and plain, ne~er as at­
trac tive as her "feminLnel1 count:ef,­
part. The idea of "desirabilicy 
implles a sexist ~iew of what the 
tomboy should eventually look l~e 
as a 1IlB.ture, grown-up woman: grace­
ful, alluring, innocent, beguiling, 
and ...,hite. 

Of the books available in pub­
lic LLbraries and schools, none 
spea< to third world cbildren. 
~ther they reflect white ~iddle­
class values, botb econom1C .and 
esthetic It is racist that ~L~~S 
in this literature must envy tne1r 
mother and sister, their closest 
feminine models, for their blond 
hair and blue eyes, while associ­
ating dark hair and skiD with ~-
attractiveness.. b k 

In a typ1cBI 00, ~ 
Crosstime by .Andre Norton, the 
main femaie character tries to ~s­
cape her affluent heritage. C~r­
tai~y a poor child could not re­
late to this conflict. And how 
man~ third world children vo~ld 
ide~tify with this description of 
ner 1 ~ . 

'TIelicate features, a SLLn 
which was ivory pale, with ouly 
clo~ely pressed lips pro~iding ~o­
lor, her face had the of 

" 

herself better than the ~ombo, to 
the transition from little girl to 
motherhood. In contrast to the 
toailioy's consideration of boys as 
companions, the "feminine" girl 
sees boys first as romantic poss­
ibi.litities. 

Especially in fiction direct­
ed toward pre-adolescent bOyB, the 
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giyl's life ls ~enteTed around the 
boy's life and his interests. In a 
typical boy's hook con~erning a 
football star,. the t:eader I is 1 pd 
to believe that the female severy 
waking hour is coneen~rated upon 
~be boys on the ~e~. She does 
DO more than dream and vait for 
phone calls. Her life becomes a 
function of his eKpectationR and 
needs.This selfless ~LlLngness to 
be upstaged wi l l be ~articularly 
''helpful'' "hen the Ee"DJB le finds 
herself in tbe tr.ditlonal role of 
wife and mother. The o1d-~ashioned 
girl of Louisa May Alcott s period 
displays traits .tlll maintained 
today. She is hones~ and unassum­
ing accepting heT dut~es and role 
as ;ight and pro,er since she is 
entiyely devoted to others' happi­
ness. The moth~rts traditio~al 
role is precisely tnis: look~ng 
after childree's laterests, shop­
ping for ~roceries, cleaning house, 
all of wh1ch keep the household 
running smoothly fGr the husband's 
and children's happiness. 

Pre-adolescent fict i on perp~t­
ua~es destructive stereotypes-­
male superiority, female passivity 
and eventual acceptance of the tra­
ditional whLte niddle-class role 
of ~ife and TOther. Even when the 
female character does n ot fit the 
stereotype, the bGy often assumes 
the dominant position. The only 
well-read books that approach an 
equality between the sexes concern 
fantasy and inagioation. It is iro7.­
ic that equality in this fiction 
only exists in books which create 
worlds removed from real social 
experience. 

The following ls a list of 
available ti~les suggested by Femin­
ists on Children 's Media which 
attempt to break t he limitations 
of ~raditional f1etloo. 

t. The ~orrowers--Norton 
2. Rendezvous in Vera Cru~--Hart 
3. Katherlne LeslIe="Beyer 
4. Queenia ~avY--Burch 
5. Harriet t e ~--Fit~hugh 
6. A Wrinkle In'ffme--L'Engle 
7. Shirle¥ Chrshor.i: ~ Biography-­

Brownrul Ie r 
8. Journey Towards Freedom: The 
~ of Sojo~ Truth--
Bernard . 

9. Margaret Sanger: Pioneer of 
Birth Concrol- -Lader & Meltzer 

10. The Tamarack Tree--Underwood 

• 



Women in prison have been the for ­
gotten women. All women are cast into 
the psychic and social prison of sex· 
ist role traditions in this society . 
And it has only been through the collec­
tive struggle of raising our conscious­
nes s about ourselves as female human 
beings that women on the outside have 
begun to break the chains which have 
kept us in male bondage . For women in 
prison, the struggle has barely begun. 
The writings of Cleaver and Jackson and 
the recent publicity from Attica have 
drawn our attention to the social ine­
quities that are most blatantly mani­
fested in our penal system. But no­
where in the popular literature or me­
din releases is attention given to the 
dilemma of incarcerated women. Even 
the President ' s COfJlIlission on Law En­
forcement and the Adndnistration of Jus ­
tice , the most thorough official docu­
menl on crime and corrections, fails to 
include even one paragraph on the fe­
male offender . Women in prison (who 
constitute a substantial portion of the 
500 ,000 .... omen 'Who are· arrested in this 
counr- ry each year) are beginning to 
move to'l-lard solidarity among themselves 
and to contront the J iscriminatory rea­
sons which have led to their incarcera­
tion . Bue it is in every way a slow 
and uphill battle. TIle crimes commit­
ted by worneT' rE'flect the economic op­
pression against them as women, and it 
is the poorest women in society who go 
to jail. Poor women, as all women, are 
schooled and seduced into the belief 
that their personal fulfillment derives 
from sexual desirability complemented 
by a settin2 of material affluence . and 
that individual solutions must be 
sought for individual problems . Thus, 
women whose income is insufficient to 
provide even a modest physical security 
may engage in lnrceny (e.g. shoplifting) 
or prostitution, the most common female 
crimes. Female crimes are usually with ­
out victims , and in those rare instan­
ces of violent female drimes(.2% of all 
arrests) the victims are generally 
those implicated in the woman's frus­
tration of domestic imprisonment- - i.e. 
husbands J lovers or chi Idren. Upon en­
try into prison a woman remains victim­
ized by her sexual oppression . She en­
deavors to achieve her :'rehabi I ita tion" 
by submitting to the same dependency 
roles for which the society has precon­
ditioned her and which the prison de­
mands of her. With outward pa$sivity. 
she accepts the sadistically authorita­
tarian attitudes of prison staffs . She 
undergoes a hysterectomy or is persua-

ded co give her chiLdren up for adop­
tion~ She enters job training programs 

vhich prepare her for a "career" 8S a 
laundress, a housekeeper, or, if she's 
(ucky, ' a stenographer. If she overtly 
rebels agalnst the institu~iona l con­
t r ols, or if she falLs into hysterics 
or depres~ion in response to the rigid 
oppressivene~s of her prison exls~ence . 

she is punished, placed in 1s~iation 
from the other inmates, treated as CI 
stupid or sick ' child , and often· sent to 
custodial units for the mentally ill ~ 

There a r e incr~asing·numbers of women 
in our prisons who have a clear social 
analysis . of our penal system and wh o 
nre encouraging their sis t ers to coobat 
the racist. sexist and r.lass traditions 
which are the foundatlon of that system . 
The movement is seriously thwarted by 
the rea lity that women have been taught 
to distrust one another and to (ace 
each other as competi tors faT favors 
and advantages. Only when women in pri ­
son can recognize that the ...,omen who 
share their cages are sisters in a uni­
versal struggle for liberation-- only 
the n will there be any significant 
break in their shared oppression. Only 
when those of us on the outside can re­
cognize that our own struggle cnnnot be 
separated from that of our forgotten 
sisters behind the walls will sister­
hood among women in prison be realized . 

Ellen Hawthorne stood ~efore 
the mirror appraising herself 
frankly. She had a nice fig.rre, a 
fine short nose, rich bragn hair, 
and 9 behind her horn-rimmed glas­
ses, her eyes were surpri.ingly 
~etty. But despite her pleasant 
appearance. Ellen was unhapp~ with 
the way she looked. 

" If only I could look like 
Patty~" she thought . gazing <riti­
cally at her ref lection. If Oh. 
these glasses! If only Dad could 
afford contact lenses. life would 
be 80 much easier." 

The sound of her motAer l s 
voice interrupted Ellen 's specula­
tion. "Ellen! Hurry uP. you'll be 
late f or school." , 

rI I'm coming. Mom ." Ellen re ­
plied . grabbing her books and giv­
ing her hair a final pat before 
running quickly down the stairs. 
She ran to the corner where she 
net pretty. blonde Patty. her best 
friend and the mo s t popular girl 
in school. 

" Hi, Ellen II opened Pat ty 
brightly , " I have the greatest 
news! You know Jimmy Mac D~well. 
~he new boy who plays football and 
owns that green"Camero ? Well, he 
ss ked me to the Prom! t u 

II No r II s aid Elien exci t eo loy, 
"But what about Don Stover?" 

II Well , he is awfully darned 
cute, that's true." replied Patty~ 
'~ut I just don't think he's inter­
ested in girls. Anyway. last nigh~ 
Jiumy said ...• II and thus the girls 
chattered on as they approached 
Eisenhower High. 

Later . as she sat in English 
class remembering her conversation 
with Patty, Ellen thought about 
ber own plight -- she had no date 
for the Prom, and no real hopefuls 
on the horizon. A stir in the 
front of the room distracted her 
as Don Stover sauntered in with 
cool assurance. 

fI Gosh, he is cute. "tnought 
Ellen. "No wonder Patty liked him 
so. Dh, but if he doesn't even 
look"at Patty, the prettiest girl 
jn the school, why would he ever 
like someone like me? If Her heart 
suddenly began to pound as she no­
~iced Don approaching . Putting on 
the smile she had practiced so 
often in the mirror till it had 
~he natural sweetness and 0venness 
of a Seventeen model, Ellen I eyes 
followed Don beneath lowered laah­
es. Don. tall and handsome In his 
~iue sport shirt, sle~~e8 rolled 
~p r~ealing his muscular fore-

arms • gave Ellen a s~ile and nod 
before taking the s eat in front of 
her. Before El len could digest 
this anexpecte~ pleasure, Mrs. 
MacMillan wal kerl in and the class 
CaDle to att ention .. 

'I Here . class, .are the forms 
for the essay contes t: II What the 
American 'Flag H:esns t o Me. II This 
year's winner vill read his e ss ay 
to the entire ~A, and receive $25 
prize money. I . 

"I bet I could do a good job 
on a subj ec t L ike that, II thought 
Ellen, opening ber English book. 
"And." if [;.lin, 1 C.an start saving 
for my cont acts .•• , I I 

That afternoon as they walked 
hODe, Ellen.. mentioned the contest 
to Patty, remarking that she had 
SODe good ideas for the essay and 
inquiring if Patty had though~ 
about it . Patty had DJre importall ' 
thLngs to ~ hink ahout, though, 
sqopping for a formal that after­
noon and try i ng oue a new haira o 
that night. She dld mention how ­
ever, that Don Stover was entering; 
he needeo t he money to buy h~s 
letter jac1<.et~ 

That night, lying in bed, 
Ellenls thoughts returned again to 
the contest. II Patty says non I s 
~oing to enter it. If s he recalled, 

I'm sure I can do bett~ " than him, 
but do I really want to? He'd 
never like me if I beat him, and 
especially after he smiled at me 
today and everythlng. Maybe I 
could hel p him vin instead! Then 
he ' s sure to like me! II Dreaming 
happily of Don saying endearingly, 
"I never could have made it with­
out you, Ellen, I I she drifted into 
sleep, a smile playing on her lips. 

The next day Ellen approached 
Don, and, trembling, asked him if 
he was going to enter the contest, 
and offered t o help him . 

II Gee. would vou? Gosh . that 
would be swelll Listen, I'll come 
over to your house tomorrow night 
at 8 : 00 and we c an work on it. II 

She had time only to smile 
and nod before class began but 
inside Ellen was quivering' with 
joy 4 It He I scorning t.o my house ! " 
she told herself daz:edly II to see 
rne!" Shakespeare was lost to Ellen 
that day as she sat. staring at 
Doni a back, deep in thought about 
the prepar~tions she had to make 
for the big night . 

That evening thumbing · through 
~:p~~....,;G~iEr.!::l magazine; Ellen 

, if [could _look 
like one of these girls, then Don 
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might even ask me to the Prom! Oh1 
Then I could get a dress like this. 
And with mr new Frosty Pearl lip­
stick, it 11 be divine. And then 
if . . . Dh, what's the use? rill 
never be pretty like these girls . 
But maybe if I try doing something 
with my hair . ... " 
At that moment Patty came over. 
She began to set Ellen's hair 
getting excited with the prospect 
of doing a " Seventeen make-over .. 
on Ellen . "You know, you wouldn't 
look half-bad if you did your hair 
this way, and maybe if you tried a 
darker shade of mascara and some 
eye shadow • ... " 

Later, sitting under the hair­
dryer, Ellen rea~ through a book 
which Patty had lent her, 33 Steps 
to popularity. "Patty is such a 
friend to he p me like this, " 
thought Ellen. "Now if only I can 
remember to do the right things!tt 

The next evening at eight 
sharp, the doorbell rang. After 
proudly introducing Don to her 
parents, Ellen settled down to the 
task of writing Don's essay. while 
Don spent the time deep in conver­
sation with Ellen's father about 
Detroit'. chances of taking the 
peanaat M .he sat writing, an­
kle. cro •• ed daintily and her 
fresh, practiced smile on her lips, 
Ellen kept in mind the hints she'd 
read about the night before. When 
~he h~d finishpd and they sat talk-

-
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ing over their anack .lI cooki .. 
and milk, Don be,_ to tbmIk. h. , 

II You t re such a nice girl. 
Ellen. You're just swell; I know 
my essay will win first priuo .. " 

After that n~ght, Ellen aDi 
Don began seein~ ~ach other .ore 
and more . English beca.e a joy for 
Ellen because Don sat: in front of 
her every single day. And then Fri­
day' carne-- the day the contest win­
ner was to be announced! A hus b 
des cended when Mrs. Hac Millan 
walked into the room. IDoldng 
about her, she said smilingly, "As 
you know, we have the r~sults of 
the big contest and 1'm happy to 
announce the big winner-- Mr.. Don 
Stover l ! II 

Don, forget.ting 
hugged Ellen elatedly. 
Ellie. I did it!" 

the class, 
"I di.d it, 

That afternoon Don walked 
Ellen home fron school. Ealfway 
home he tucked her hand into his 
saying as if he'd heard her dream 
"y , ' ou re so great, Ellie, I never 
could have made it without you! " 
When they reached her doorstep. he 
stepped closer to Ellen and said. 
his voice suddenly serious. '~ou 
are really my kind of girl, Ellie. 
Will you go to the Prom with me?'1 

Ellen whispered, "Yes," with 
joy as he drew her to h±mJ and, re­
moving her glasses, he kissed her 
fervently, Ivvingly, saying more 
in this one ges twre than words 
ever could. 

Cookie Allen 't:l ... ,.<Mlln" 

Poem II 

To all the beautiful poeu 
the .en of the Irldni.gbt brigade 
Dealers in feminine .,sterlea 
for sale or for lease or for trade 
You come Looking for Cod i D .y body 
You leave when you RDd only .e 
DenylD8 ..,. v18iOll.8 
Revising .y pri80n 
then d-.adiag ,our right to be free 
Vel1 II. charciEll the password 
chAngina the locks 
Itll grow the s-rden again 
And when ~ou COllIe: k.nocking 
Your sword in your handa 
I voott let you in 

"<It, I think .,at ~n want to be .. r­
ried~" ''So do .cat .en, but they don't 
.. ke it their prt.e. _i_ in life~" 

---qpcktal1 par~ cooveraatioB, 1969 

ROSA LUXEMBURG 
I have been staring at ~his 

paper for over an Bour witho~t 
having thought of anything to 
write down on it. [said to mJ­
self over an hour a~o~ 'Vriting an 
article about someone as exciting 
and important as ~sa Luxemburg 
should be an easy ta.sk." But he re 
I still sit, with no article. 

1he problem is Thot lack of ma­
terial or lack of enthusiasm; in 
fact~ I'm afraid I have an over­
a bundance of both, and that is 
probably where the root of the 
prob lem lies. ' -I j usc don't know 
where to begin! [have so mu ch 
that is so importaRc to me, tnat I 
really feel like I have to share 
it with my s'isters, but I can't 
write a whole bo~k (or three Dr 
four), so I really have to limit 
it to the basics. 

First of all, ~ho :xactly is 
Rosa Luxemburg? She 15 a wo~n 
who lived from lS7l to 1919, and 
she wrote some pretty far-out 
books and pamphlets about politics 
and revolution. Sne was a Marxist, 
and most of her writings deal with 
marxism and her i nte rp retations of 
marxism. 

Okay, so why is that so impor­
tant? (During the same period 
people like Lenin~ Trotsky, Bebel 
--all marxists --were vriting a bou t 
Marx.) Their theories are really 
famous, bu t Ros a Lu:x emburg is the 
only one of this assortment of 
Marxist writers who was a woman. 
I think she is Qf vast importance 
because 's he maintained her own 
strength and integrity as a wo~n 
--refusing to yield to theoreti­
ca l pressure fro~ other famous 
Marxists. 

Two main themes in Rosa luxem­
burg' s writings s how up today in 
s truggles for liberation. 1 ) Her 
pOSition that once the proletarian 
movement is begun, its final goal, 
socialism, is necessary and inevi­
table . This doesn't mean that 
Rosa Luxemburg advocate d Sitting 
around on one's as's and waiting for 
the I'inevitable." On the contrary, 
s he was firmly opposed to s~h 
methods. Nor did s he advocate 
directing everything in the move­
ment towards immediate results. In 
[act, she opposed a man named 
Eduard Bernstein, a leading German 
socialist, who started what was 
called the revisionist movement in 
socialism. His philosophy was 
exac tly this: "The final goal, 
whatever it may be, is nothing to 
me; the movement i.s everything ." 
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Bernstein built a wale movement 
out of this ~ommitment.. He dealt 
mainly with attempts to revise the 
capitalis t system through the pas­
sage of soc ialist laws (and for 
that purpose . trying to elect a 
socialist majorjty on the legisla­
ture); he also encou ~aged orga­
nizing labor unions to demand 
things like higher v a es and more 
bene fits, t hings tha t ve re needed, 
but not dS ends in ~mselves. 
Highe r 'ill'ag es f or wor lee rs wau Id no t 
take away capita list oppression; 
'Workers s till had to s el l their 
labor. 

Rosa LtJxernbur~:. Ln r esponse to 
Eduard Be cnstein s ~ eV1S10n1sm, 

vrote what i s prob ably' her most 
videly-read pamphlet :. 'Soc ial Re­
forlll or Revo ]utLoa? ", i which she 
says , " tne final goa) o[ socia lis m 
is the only decisive (act or dis tin­
guishin ~ the socia l df:'moc ratic 
movement frorn bour geo i.s democracy 
and bourgeois radicalism, the only 
factor erans£orrning the entjre la­
bor movement from a vain at t empt 
to repair the capltalist.ordcr in­
to a cLass s t rugg 1 e ag~liDs t this 
order, for the suppress ion of lhis 

" 

of her theory was her position as 
an internationalist. 7his is one 
of her key phi los ophies:. and I 
find it especially attuned to the 
kind of people's movements that 
are building the se days. To u~p an 
historLcal example, during the 
late 1800's, when Poland was di­
vided up be tw"een Russ La and Aus­
tria, the official Polish Social­
ist Party (the !,PS) dema1)ded;:in 
addition to a prvletarian' revolu­
tion, a Polish nationalis t revolu­
tion, that would take the ruling 
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of Poland out ot the hands of Aus­
tria and Russia and give it back 
to Poland. But Rosa Luxemburg ar­
gued that that Nould amount to 
handing the government from one 
set of pigs to another, that Po­
lish capitalists were j us t as op ­
pressive to the Polish people as 
were Austrian and Russian capital­
ists. Her alternative was an in­
ternational proletarian revolution 
and the establishment of int erna­
tional workers ' and soldiers' 
councils, which in matters of po­
licy would have final jurisdiction 
over any national or lo~~l coun­
cils. Thus the workers would 
achieve a truly equal proletarian 
governmen t . 

This internationalism reflects 
a way of thinking that even we in 
the United States must consider in 

An Open Letter to Our Sisters in 
Santa Cruz : 

Though we arrived here on 
Gethen two years ago, this is our 
first attempt to write you a co­
herent account of our personal re­
actions to these people and their 
soc i ety. We came from Earth as 
people . interested in studying 
other human beings on another pla­
net, and we have found that much 
of what we learned here is rele­
vant to our own society. 

We had studied all the availa­
ble information on the cultures of 
this pl anet before we left and 
were familiar with the basic bio­
logical data . We were very inter­
ested in the fact that the Gethen­
ians are neither female nor male 
nor neuter. They are people, human 
beings exactly like ourselves, ex ­
cept that their gender-sexuality 
is relevant for only one - sixth of 
their life. Once a month, each 
person is fertile (is in l'kermner") 
and capable of . carrying out a fe­
male or male role in reproduction. 
Hence, the Gethenian is not an a­
sexual being -- each person ' s as­
sumption of a female or ma~e gen­
ital role is a matter of chance 
each month . Despite this lack of 
consistent sexual roles, each per~ 
son does have a strong sexuality 
and a warm attachment to their 
family. 

building our people 's movements: 
the idea that all people who are 
fighti ng for the same cause (or 
against the same enemy) must fight 
together. By uniting the move­
ments of the people, by recogni­
z ing exactl}~ who our sis ters and 
brothers are, we will be more 
aware of who the enemy r eally is: 
white male .capitalism. But this 
unity must be s trong, not some 
wishy-washy , s uperficial handshake. 
Rosa luxemburg said, "Comrades! 
Don't be caught in the old phrase 
about the unity which would build 
str eng th .... Indeed~ union makes 
strength -- but union of fiDm, in­
ner conviction, not an external , 
mechanical coupling of elements 
that oppos e each other internally. 
Str ength lies not in our numbe r s 
but in our spirit, in the clarity 
and energy animating us." 

When we arrived he r e , we ex­
pected to immediately begin study­
ing the cultura l effects of t his 
crucial biological difference. But 
we had to gradually l earn how to 
accept the Gethenians, not as wo­
men or men, but as individuals. We 
had expect ed to have an advantage 
in overcoming the initial culture 
shock because of our involvement 
in the women ' s movement. Realiz­
ing our inability to do this, how­
ever, made us aware of how far our 
liberation still has to go. Our 
greatest problem was our overcon­
fidence, which we solved only when 
we finally humbly admitted to our­
selves our lack of liberation. Can 
you, our sisters, imagine what it 
is like not to automatically place 
people into one of two distinct , 
separate categories? When we can 
no longer categorize people that 
way, we must treat t h em as indivi­
duals_ Our experience, though 
painful, is an education that we 
recommend to everyone. 

When we first met the Gethen­
ians, they seemed to have extraor­
dinarily strong personalities. Now 
that we know th~ better, we can 
see that our reaction was because 
we were used to the dualism of a 
female or a male personality~ Each 
Gethenian, however, has the 
strength of the unification of all 
potential personalities. At first, 

we h~d tended to se~ a Gethenian 
as a~ting like a wonan sometirres 
and l ike a man sometimes. We were 
forced to unify our perceptions to 
hand Le the reality of our exper­
ience . Their impre~sion of us is 
also enlightening. They call us 
perverts because, like a few Bb­
no~l Gethenians, we are l ocked 
into one sexual role and they see 
our humanity as limited. . 

Obviously, ever,one here ~s e­
qually likely to became pregnant 
and bear children. Tbe consequeDce 
is that unquestioned provisions 
are made for ~ternity leaves Bnd 
chiLdren are raised communal], . 
There is no division between no­
ther-love and father-love, 2nd 
there is no mystique surrounding 
pregpancy, birth, and motherho~d. 
~xploitative sex is impossible -­
there is no rape or unwilling le­
duction because when they are in 
kemner, both partners must respond 
equally . 

Of course, the biological stt­
uation of the Gethenians is no 
solution to our problems as wanen 
on Earth. Because they are all of 
one sex, sexism could never have 
existed--to be sexist un Gethen 
wOlild be to oppr~ss one's self. We' 
belaeve, however, that the ex1S­
tence of two sexes on Earth does 
not automatically ~ply the impos­
sibility of freeing ourselves from 
sexism. Even on Earth, the idea of 
'hucanness ' , rather than female or 
maleness, is important; on Gethen, 
it is the only consideration. liv­
ing on Gethen has forced us to re­
act to the qualities of humanness 
in others to the point where we 
naw find Earth's sexist distinct­
ions simply absurd. The entrencb~d 
nature of sexism on Earth and its 
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intimate connection wlth and de­
pendence on otber varLet ies of op­
pTes9ion(racism, c8pitalLsm~ etc.) 
DA~e the task of ridding t~1S 80-
ciet~ of sexism difficult--but ne­
verthel ess possible through col­
lective eff or t. Certain11 Geth~n 
offers us ~o uay out ; h~ever, 1t 
can be an enlightening eKample for 
all peovle concerned with the po­
tentiBlities of tbe l iberated 
blIlDBo being. 

Qur largest remaining problem 
is tbat we must write tbis report 
in English. We bave becoae used to 
speaking and tbinking iTI several 
Gethenian languages. ~8turally, 
the, ba~e only one pronoun for a 
person. The only time they distin ­
guish female from male is in human 
pregnancy and in an~ls. English 
is more treacherous~ because it 1S 
so unconsciously sexist. We have 
bed to be ~er1 careful with our 
IBnxua~e in this reoort. We think 
that tbis Ls one of t he best argu­
ments f or a new indefinite pronoun 
in English. All such change s would 
~elp to eliminate sexism from our 
thinking. English-speaking people 
on Gethen who have continued to 
use the EnglLsh mal e pronoun in 
speaking of Cet henians h~ve ~d 
the most difficulty in adJust1ng 
to this culture. 

We send y ou tnis Lett~r with 
encouragement for struggl~ng to­
gether in hope for a true under­
standing between all human beings. 

Your slsters on Cethen 

Gethen is a hypothetical 
world in Ursula LeGuin ' s 
book The Lef' Hand of 
Darkness~ --ue reCciimena 
it to everyone c oncerned 
with people LLberation. 

0-':. ~-:.':.~ -:.:a '''n .. ' .. '''' .. , .... ~, " ........... " I , tl ,., ~;':. ': ': ~ ': ': ':: ': ': ': ':: ".\. 
~ .~ ? JOY 

•• by Evelyn Sanchez 
:: .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
:; 

HapplnesiJ and playf ul times, 
Swimming po~ls and t roubled times . 

Restlessness. sweat and rio ts , 
And young gi.rls going ~n diets. :: 

:: 
:: 
~~~====::' Air pollution, st r eel- invasions, § 1Yee and flower c ontempl ation. 

All the faces you ca n see 
Appear in s~er's ecstas, . 

Flowers bloom, people di e, 
lA1ile sODIe ea t. others cry. 

~ Some are laughing, playing. singing, a Others fighting , borni.ng, killing. 

; Joy is dead, hatred blocns. 
'! ••••••••.•••• ~n.' •• " . ~ •••• n~ ••• ~'" . ........ ~.~ ........ ~. 
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at whose expense! 
tilt is but yesterday that women 
either have been qualified by 
literary accomplishments, or 
permitted by society, to tell 
anything to the general public. 
As yet very few of them dare 
tell anything, which men, on 
whom their literary success 
depE:'nds, are unwilling to hear. II 
--J.S. Mill, The Subjection ot 
Women, 1869. 

A century has passed since 
J.S. Mill made this observation. 
He referred to women, to writers 
in particular. He writes concisely 
and, to the dismay of some though 
to the comfort of others, his 
words are still strikingly accu­
rate. For women in search of lit­
erary success, there are compro­
mises to be made, editors to 
please, publishers to court, and 
critics to placate. For women 
whose concern is not .literary suc­
cess. the question is not whe ther 
they "dare to tell anything." In 
our society one can dare to tell-­
but publishers can refuse to print, 
critics can dismiss or ignore . Al­
though success depends on certain 
men, so does "access"-- aCCa!;~ to 
the media, to the pub lishing 
houses , the journals and the news­
papers . Unfortunately, informat ion 
and communication are controlled 
by these media in this country . 

During the past year, however, 
there have been innumerable arti­
cles, books, interviews dedicat· d 
to women, to their social and po i­
tical questions as well as to 
their literary and historical 
prose. It seems clear that an in­
creasingly larger publiC is now 
willing to hear, although there is 
distrust on one side and distor­
tion on the other. Hopefully, we 
have learned a lesson from the 
Women's Rights Movement during the 
first decades of the 20th century. 
They. sought suffrage at all costs , 
and the cost was in terms of 
blacks, of labor, And of poor immi­
grants. The lesson: whatever tie 
gain as women W:i_ · ·,·t be at the 
expense of those whose interests 
arE' consistent1. .:;erved by the 
powerful institutions of our coun­
try. At the same time, to think we 
gain access ~r. succe~s gratuitou~ 
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ly is naive -- naive the first time 
but then opportunistic . What we 
EUst ask ourselves, however, is 
what We strive to attaint on whose 
terms, and at whose expense. ---

It is crucial that women write, 
that we be heard and read, and 
that we study and learn . Almost 
every book or magazine we have 
read since our earliest years has 
reinforced certain social atti­
tudes, certain beliefs and roles, 
which together lead us lnto a semi­
hypnotic state of acceptance. 
There are questions we never learn 
to aski there are assumptions so 
insidiously ingrained in us that 
we have no reason to suspect their 
existence. 

Until recently most women and 
men thought it natural, perhaps 
inevitable, that the history we 
studied in high school, junior 
high school or college be confined 
to the exploits of a few powerful 
men, with no reference to women 
outside B small sub-section on the 
nineteenth amendment, relegated to 
the back of a chapter . It was 
through a recognition of what was 
left unsaid that we formulated our 
protest. We know how difficult it 
is to question something which be­
comes apparent only through its ab­
sence . We have doubted the exist­
ence of such a history, because 
none of our teachers or scholars 
had or cared to have knowledge of 
it. NoW there are bOOKS and cour­
ses on women's history, on the ex­
ploits of the most famous women, 
on the events culminating in the 
present women's movement. But do 
we still question what is absent? 
How aware are we of what our imme­
diate experience fails to reveal? 
If the prese~L ~ ~ riculum in 
schools and colleges can be termed 
a "",hite males ' studies" progralJl 
1s wnat many women hope to estab­
lish a ' 'white women's studies" pro ' 
gram? 

Wher. we examine books-- text­
books or fiction--which our teach­
ers have required, our libraries 
made available, we find that our 
education has been a process of 
miseducation through a very decep­
tive and methodical process of ex­
clusion. Wome~ not only cast 
into sexually -r:.c.' Ins tric-

ti~ rolea, but the role. ve ob­
le.ve and tend to acknowledge con­
fowm to a pattern of life c~a~ac­
teIistic of white middle c1ass 
society. 

Ethnocentricity is one of the 
moEt predominant factors which de­
teDlines our Iliew of the ","orld:ll of 
life and society. Its effective­
neS3 comes from the fact tbat it 
is absorbed unconsciously Eod, 
th~efore, accepted unknowingly . 
Its presence is revealed tbrough 
absence, through what is le1t un­
said. 

Since we learn to geneTaJize 
freo our own experience, oftem we 
assume that certain values as ~ell 
as certain problems have univeTsal 
ap'llication. As women ~'I1e ShOllld 
re2lize the danger inlarent in 
th j lS kind of thinking. ~f'~ny of us I 

as vhite wonen raised with the 
cu 1tural and social outl ok of the 
mi.dle class, forget the lesso~ of 
OUT own awakening and fail to ques­
tioOn what is not there. Sometimes 
we nverlook as we have been over­
looked and discced1t as we Aave 
beEn discredited. 

If we revord the quote by J S. 
Mi J l which appears at the begin­
ni'llg to read "non-white" or "third 
wO'lld" instead of ''women'', the 
pa 'lable may seem obvious. We 
shoOul d, however, chan~t "men

lt 
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'w~ite meo and women " because 
thol t " unwil l ingness to hear" is 
soneth1ng few of uS have overcome . 
Yet there are important distLnc­
ti~ns and qualifications to be 
ma.e _ "Succes s" is defined by and, 
th~refore, depends on those who 
co .. trol "access" to j obs , universi­
ti~s~ professions, and power. Not 
tOt many women can be included in 
thlt social and political categorYi 
so i£ white v omen are not respon­
si~e, the consequences are harder 
to observe but equally destructive. 
"S"Iccess " and "access I' in contempo­
rary American society depend, in 
faet, on power, and if what women 
(~ite or otherwise) desire is ac ­
~~ss to or success within this so­
ciety, then the end will be ccrnpli­
ci~y and not liberation . Perhaps 
t~ rhetorical simplicity of this 
statement suggests that the prob­
len is a false one . It is not. Nor 
are the cholces and alternatives 
clear. "Access" to the media or to 
thz classroom is es~ential, be­
ca~se there are questions we rrust 
ralse whlch we have not yet heard 
formulatedi there is information 
wLthheld which we must bring for­
ward. 

We have not been insulated or 
isolated" completely, but we have 
been systematically discouraged 
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our 0"""" limita­
wh~ a partic ular author 

does not treat. probLems relevant 
co tb~ r oar, to tbe non-white, and 
you t.'tl be told t o judge a writer 
by what she/he i nc ludes not what 
she/he omits. Ask why a teacher 
only uses books ~itten by white 
males on uhite society, and you 
will be t old t hat she/he can only 
inc~ude uhat she/he knows. Why 
isn t the teacher familiar with 
o thel'" materials ? A circular argu­
ment. I f Y.0U can't judge someone 
by what sbelhe chooses to include 
or exclude , if you can't expect a 
teacher t o cover materials unknown 
to ber/hin, then, quite obviously 
change Is haphazar d and arbitrary 
at best, usualLy illusive. Respon­
sibil ity for change is shifted in 
an effect ive and deliberate way 
from those who control to those 
who do no t . An example: those in 
control would have us believe that 
it is the individua l motorist's re­
sponsibility not t o pollute the 
air. Meanwhile, the lar ge corpora ­
tions do i rreparable damage and 
profit simultaneously with a new 
lin~ of anti-pollutants for the in­
div~dual consumer. Again, we are 
asked to accept the fact that it 
is the student's responsibility to 
ledrll about raCism, iloperialism, 
sexism, while the Unive rsity it­
self hires mainly white males 
does coun ter-insurgency research 
(ue) , and invests in South Africa 
(Harvard University) . 

I 
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Cl ea r ly, we cannot depend on 

those In control t o educate us 
about that control nor to give us 
"access tl if our purposes are at 
odds with theirs. Our responsibil­
ity then must be to ourselves and 
to each other; it must be to judge 
and criticize ourselves for what 
we omit or choose to include. We 
cannot afford to perpetuate the 
weakest traits we were socialized 
to accept. If women choose to 
study only the literature written 
by and/or for us, we choose not to 
study literature writter by and/or 
for ethnic minorities in the U.S.-­
majorities in the world . To strug­
gle fo r lIaccess" to and "success" 
in society as it is means that the 
on l y change we woul d expe r ience i s 
the incorpor a tion of professional 
women i nto t ha t same c ontrolling 
gr oup whos e power we now condemn . 
And a t whos e expense ? 

WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE AND RACISM 

We are learn ing " les t h i s tory 
repeat itself" that the women 's 
suffrage movement was for middle 
class white women, t hat those wo­
men were racist and that they sold 
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ou~. The warning is clear: unless 
we re careful, we ' ll sellout too . 
P~rtlr because. no one has clearly 
expla~ned the hlstorical situacioo 
one wanders around anxiously witb-' 
?ut: any" clear idea of how to be 
careful. We have little way bo 

jud\\e what acts will be "selling 
out: and w~t ones will not be. 

So let s take a brief look at 
one pertinent aspect of the histor­
ical case. Most historians see the 
1890's as the beginning of the 
more conservative period in the 
women' 8 suffrage struggle. t'bis 
movement that had formed alongside 
and within the abolitionist move­
ment,.that had based its cla~ for 
women s suffrage on the inherent 
rights of all human beings was 
being transformed into a movement 
tha t went on record in 1899 sane­
tioning the separation of women's 
rights from Black's rights. Haw do 
we account for the chan~e? 
, In 1890, "justice and the 
~atural rights of all humao be­

ings" no longer attrac ted enough 
s u pporters to the women ' s movement 
People believed in government of' 
the "intelligent" . '!be "intelli­
gen t " lItould take ..:are of the '\m­
fit " elements of the populatiOll 
preparing them for "democracy''': 

A TgUlDents poured forth frOll the 
South about how women I s suffrage 
would insure white supremacy. and 
fTOm the North about how ",-moen 
s~uld use the vote to t ranJEorm 
tll.e "unfit" portions of soclety, 
8~d clean up the cities and the 
w~rld . The movement was explolting 
t~e fears of the peuple: iE .nite 
women could vote, they ar~ed, 
WASP values could be maintalned. 
Racism was being used to e~Brge 
a~d strengthen the base of the 
movement. Even if a woman dlsa­
g7eed wit~ ~he racism being ~pr s­
sed openly around her, she el ler 
passivelr tolerated it, or e~dl­
e~t19 used it to further the cause 
of women I s suffrage. 

The question remains, ~o 
sold out? The wealthy Southern ~o­
~n who never believed in the in­
alienable rights of all pecple can 
n\)t be accused of "selling cut" : 
nor can the equally racist ~rth­
ern woman who wanted to strergthen 
the white home and tame the for­
eign swarms in her city~ Jt ap­
pears that both Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and Susan B. Anthony sold 
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1y Nikki Ciovanni 5 
i wanted to write 5.·. 
... poem 
that rhymes : 
'but revolution doesn't Lend ~ 
itself te be-bopping ~E::. 
then my neighbo r 
fio think. i ha te 
asked-de you ever write 
:ree poea.- i lLke trees 

I
'~ i thouth t • 
lfll WTite a beautiful green tree poem 
peeked from ary window 
·0 checK the i!lege 
noticed t~e school yard was covertd 
nth aSl'halt 
~o green-no trees grow i in manha t ran 

S then, well. i thought the sky 
lIlt do a big blue sky poem 
~ut all the clouds have winged 
tow since no-Dick wae elected 

so i thought again 
and it occurred to me 
.aybe i sbouldn't write 
at all 
but clean my gun 
and check ~ kerosene supply 

perhaps these are not pcetic 
times 
It aU 
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out. But BOV and why did they do 
what tbe r d ld 7 Anthony supported 
t he 189~ statement of the separate­
Il-:S S () f • ... <XIlen · s r ights from 
~l.ck·s rlght s. , She had lost the 
$en~\ ~& their interdependency. In 
paLe this was bec4use she had no 
theory t~ tle the parts together. 
In part ,he had decided upon her 
prlori~les and had set a political 
goal(the vote) and tbee went ahead 
to do vhAt had to be done to a­
chieve that goal. ~as her mistake 
In choo.lng that goal orj~inally, 
or was she suffering the conse­
quences Df no~ reevaluating her 
origirl.a l 811[16"1 

1 an war~ of the apocalyptic 
generall~at1ons used by some mem­
bers 0 f the Ie ft. uTh logs are ge t­
ting worse and woree l

ll or at least 
they t:e II us, "thlngs haven f t 
changed any" . These simplifica­
tions .are synptoOLatic of the mis­
understanding of history. To avoid 
t~oubles in ~be future and to do 
justice to the complexities of the 
present and the ~st. I suggest 
that we get a more comprehensive 
sense of the past before we start 
preachlng in its name. 

In 1900 wbite people were 
racist, so it is not surprising 
that saffraglBts were racist too. 
But r.acism was ex,ressed differ­
ently at the turn of the century 
than It is today. The vomen's suf­
frage DOVeEent didn't ignore or 
fail to notice third world people . 
It took racjst stands to attract 
a larger follOWing. While the wo­
men's suffrage movement involved 
wo~eu who supported other reforms 
besides the vote, the energies of 
its sapporters were channeled into 
worklng for that one limited end-­
the v()te. 

Some questions we must ask 
ourselves: Wha~ are our goals? 
How do different issues connect? 
Are the, loterdependent and how? 
Let's get the connec~ions stated 
specifically and clearly. 
What is the relationship between 
re Earns we might 'Work for now and 
the eventual goals of revolution? 
As we have seen, the women's suf· 
frage mo~ement attempted to be a 
mass based org~nization. Expedien­
cy was used to insure victory. Be­
cause the vote was pushed so hard, 
its value was often exaggerated. 
How do we work for and achieve 
short term projects without aban ­
doning our long range goals? 

My hope has been to initiate 
and contribute to discu ssion . For 
one historical account , see Aileen 
Yxaditor ' s Ideas of t he Woman Suf ­
frage Hoveme~ - -- --- --
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