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Here we are once again joyfully
assembled here and elsewhere tc mark
the historic event of our independence
with country-wide celebrations.

This reception here is only a small
part of those celebrations. I welcome
you all to this Third Anniversary Eve
Reception which will be followed by
other celebrations planned to be held
throughout the country tonight and
tomorrow.

Surely, as we rejoice and enjoy our-
selves during these celebrations, we
must also spare some time to spend on
the full meaning and significance of
this historic event of April 16.

You will no doubt recall that up to
1980, our principal political goal was
freedom and independence. This was so
because British settler colonialism
had for 90 years imposed upon us an un-
just, political order whose value system
was bedevilled by intolerable imbalancees,
inequities and antagonistic contradictions.

The full political and economic
rights of the settler minority pitted
themselves against the denial of those
rights to our indigenous majority.
Democracy had become supplanted by a
racial oligarchy which, by unlawfully
severing its "olonial and constitutional
ties with its imperial power, had
sought to perpetuate itself and the in-
justice it fostered.

In those circumstances, a national
armed struggle, no matter how bitter
and protracted, became the only effective
means of negating the negative values
that had become legitimised by illegality
and establishing a new political order
with more positive values.

The attainment of independence on
April 18, 1980 became, therefore, both
a postulation and vindication of the
values of a truly democratic political
system. Rejected by us was the concept
not only of minority rule but also
that of racial superiority on which it
was based.

Similarly rejected by us was the con-
cept of an ethnic political system in
which race or tribe is projected as a
political group with separate political
rights, even though the Lancaster House
temporary compromise accords the white
community its own separate seats in
Parliament. Thoroughly rejected by
us, therefore, were the concept of
political and racial inequalities.

My party and Government further holds
that if democracy rejects political
inequality, it cannot, without contra-
dicting and therefore negating itself,
at the same time espouse the concept
of economic inequality. Those western
countries which are in the habit of
lecturing us on democracy and civil
liberties, must surely first undertake
an introspective evaluation of their
own so-called democratic systems which,
to some of us, are nothing but a vast
falsity masquerading as a classical
syllogism of democracy.

It is argued for our logical accep-
tance that democracy operates within
the political order where it concerns
itself with rights such as adult univer-
sal suffrage (one man, one vote),
freedom of speech, freedom of assembly,
freedom of religious worship, property
rights and so on.

It is precisely on the question of
property or economic rights that
democracy is made to stand on its head
in those western countries where
capitalism is the order of the day.

If democracy has to do with equal rights
where, I ask, are equal economic rights
under capitalism? I suppose it would be
argued in reply that the opportunity
to become a millionaire exists as much
for the man in Karlem as it does for
the Fords and Rockefellers. Our black
brother in Harlem, it will be argued, has
the same opportunity as Rockefeller to
acquire property and so emerge as a
millionaire.

My party and Government totally reject



this thesis of democracy as an outrageous
fallacy completely untenable within the
premises of the syllogism of democracy.
To us, therefore, this Independence
Anniversary must serve as a reminder
of our total rejection of capitalism
because of its incompatibility with our
definition and interpretation of true
democracy, which postulates the theory of
equal political and economic rights.

It should, in other words be an occasion
to remind us of our total commitment to
socialism as the only philosophical
doctrine in - built with a common
socio-economic denominator capable of
ascribing to us the basic economic
rights that foster true human equality.

What independence must now mean to us
in practical terms is the continuation
of that revolutionary process which yielded
it, but in another form, that will seek to
translate it into a political instrument
for the attainment of those socialist
goals we have set ourselves.

Our beginning has already been made,
for the Three-Year Transitional National
Development Plan, which postulates the
general principles of our ideological
direction, is meant to chart the national
path to those socialist goals: Let
it thus always be remembered that what
we wish to correct is" the inequity yielded
by >;he fact of history namely that, the

ownership of our economic resources got
reposed through conquest into the hands of
a few.

The basic injustice of this unequal
economic system does not arise from
the fact that those few are white in
colour, although that racial dimension
certainly aggravates it, but rather from
the fact that the majority were de-
prived and impoverished by the minority.

And so, even if the present white
owners of property and natural resources,
the need for a socialist revolution
would still remain urgent. A bourgeoisie
does not cease to be exploitative merely
because its colour has turned black
or because it is now national rather
than foreign.

On this subject, I wish to express r.y
utter dismay at the bourgeois tendencies
that are affecting our leadership at
various levels of Government. When,
for example, we established a system of
local government in both rural and urban
areas, we were of the strong belief that
democracy would further be enhanced by
giving power to the people through local
councils.

But what has our experience been over
the short period of our independence.
We have had saddening cases of unscrupulous
councillors and many mayors motivated by an
unparalleled instinct of self-aggran-
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disement and downright avarice abusing
their newly acquired status by unashamedly
assigning to themselves money-making
contracts, misappropriating public
funds, and misusing public property.

In other words, the socialist direction
of the party and Government has meant
nothing or little to them. Happily,
the majority of our councillors and
mayors have done well.

But local councillors have not been
our only offenders, for even cabinet
ministers, with a mere theoretical and
thus hypocritical commitment to social-
ism have, under one guise or another,
proceeded to acquire huge properties
by way of commercial farms and other
business concerns.

This way, the direction of demo-
cracy and socialism is vitiated as
those who should mete out social
justice to the people and society
turn into a class of avaricious
exploiters of the masses and so
traitors to their cause. A wolfe
in a sheep's skin is certainly worse
than a wolf in a wolf's skin.
The latter deceives no one, for the
innocent sheep, will readily recognise
it for what it is. Not so the former.

The task which those of us committed
to socialism have in such circumstances
is to uncover those wolves by removing
from them their borrowed skin so
that they become clearly recognizable

by all of us as ravenous wolves
against whom the innocent masses
must be protected.

I speak in this fashion because
the Three-Year Plan being, as already
stated, our first real systematic
attempt at socialism must not be
allowed to fail for lack of commitment
from the ministers and other govern-
mental and party leaders charged
with its implementation. I hope,
therefore, that the opportunity
provided by the event of our Third
Independence Anniversary will
enable all of us to re-examine ourselves
and attempt some adjustment or
correction where our actions have
been a deviation from the correct
socialist and democratic line.

For all of us however and whether
we be workers, peasants, military
cadres, students, professional or
leaders in Government or in other
spheres, or we are self-employed,
the moment also calls for a further
dedication and for more serious
commitment to the basic principles of
discipline, hard work, loyalty to
the nation, and national unity.

Independence is a political pheno-
menon created by our working together,
and together we must continue to
strive to make it work by otr serving
the basic principles of our society.

Our first requirement must remain



the peace of our nation. Our nation
cannot afford the luxury of banditry and
dissident activities. I am in
no doubt that, if we all remain
committee to peace and are united
ir. our efforts to eliminate the
scourge of dissidents and bandits in those
parts of Matabeleland where they are,
we shall soon succeed in creating the
necessary peace in th ? areas.

Because of that commitment, govern-
ment is continuing its vigorous
campaign of hunting and annihilating
dissidents on the one hand, and
politicisizing and educating the
masses on the other.

In circumstances in which our
economy has been adversely affected
by world recession and recently by
the worst drought ever, our nation
can ill-afford to be complacent.

This is now the moment for all our
workers in the various sectors, for
the peasantry hard-hit by the
drought, for all our professionals,
and for all arms of Government to
decide to enter the forth year of
our independence with a new
resolution to work twice harder
than during the year just gone.

Each and everyone of us has a vital
role to play for we all are links
in the unfolding chain of desired
progress and advancement. Save that
chain by removing a single link and the
progress we desire is immediately
halted or delayed.

The more goods our factories can
produce, the more they will become
available for our local consumption and
for the export market whence our
foreign currency earning flow. Simi-
larly, the more agricultural and
mineral products we produce, the more
goods we shall have for both our local
and external markets, with greater
benefits accruing to our economy
and to the society it serves.

Our fourth year of independence
must of necessity be attended by
more visible signs of transformation
in order to give greater meaning
to our new political reality.

There must arise more co-operatives
not only in the agricultural sector
but also in other sectors, involving
full participation by both the
peasants and the workers. There
must also emerge more state
enterprises in well-defined areas
and sectors, as well as greater state
participation in hose existing
enterprises.

The role of the workers will
continue to be enhanced in the dir-
ection of his organization, his
training and hisparticipation in the
management of the enterprises for
which he works. Social services,
such as education, health and social
welfare, which are earmarked under
the Three-Year Plan for greater ex-
pansion and wider application, will
continue to receive special emphasis.

Whatever plans we have will actually
depend for their success on the
financial resources available to us,
the quantity and quality of skilled
manpower at our disposal, the technology
we can muster, and the determination
and will of our people to advance them-
selves through hard work and the spirit of
of self-reliance.

Yes, we are now three years old, but
let us account fcr it through our
own actions and perseverance both
as a nation of individuals.

I believe we have done well, as the
President will, in his speech tell
us. Let us now proceed into our fourth
year of independence more determined to
succeed in our various walks of
life as a nation.


