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KJfta going to try and giw you a brief ajMHB*e the important r©le that

radio played and still plays ia the Cuban RaTolutiom. .There are many
.* * *

examples^ but ttjrAu the most outstanding is T&di© Bebelde. Radio Rebelde
^ftflflDBV*'

was the radio station set up in 19f>8 by the,, guerrillas in the mountains,

9> victim that Fidel Castr© sal AS worth more than two military coluraas.

It was Ernesto "Che11 Guevara who set up Badi© Rebeld», at a pllace called
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Radio Rebelde was able to cut through the press censorship of the Batista

t^anay. It informed secret listeners in the urban underground of the

progress of the revolutionary forces, gMtra^yy^ffiriffMffXflKAM. »*» .-,

radio could reach all over Cuba aid was often picked up outside of Cuba.^
v

Hd«l said that the basic principle of Radio Rebelde was t© tell the truth,

to permit no exagerration ®f any kind on the aews, to report

losses and gains exactly. 3ft4d3 "Sadi© Rebelde became our means of

informing the masses, ©ur means ©f cemraunicating with the people, and it

became a station with a high rating.*

"""••«•. *
The radio also ser-ved to let ether military columns kaew what was happemisg.

It became a central communications and coordination point. By the last months

before victory, Radio Rebdlto linked together the 18 small radio stations that

guerrilla forces had set up. ftfe. ̂  W^ ̂ ^ ^TT^l ̂  ̂  ̂ ^^
jVJ2s& ry Mae ^H^^g-eO-CaX- #^, fOLi*. C^SKL^A,Qae JLwe~*ttJjz*l- t

»

The station was bombed, it had to move, fighting came very clese. But it

kept broadcasting0 Whenever enemy troops were surrounded, paople who worked

on the radio would go out with their microphytes and other equipment and call
r *

en the enemy troops to surrender|:a



When victory wasalmost certain, at year's e«d in 19̂ 8, Fidel spoke on

Radi© Rebelde, is a call that was instrumental in iasuriag the victorya

ealljscr©n all the people., eopeciany the workers, woFaiaag against

the coup detat maneuvers of the United States, calling for a general

strike.*..saying Revolution 3es, SSHJES Military Coup * Nee

©I) that broadcastt 3KSERT £

Today in Cuba there are lots of radio stations, both local and national,
^ ̂  ^^L

with a variety of music, news, and other programs0 Last year L worked

at Hadi© Havana Cuba, the^ shortwave station that broadcasts to the exterior 0

It has broadcasts in Spanish, English, Portuguese, in Queifchua and Gurani,
* *

Indiaa languages of Latin America, in Creole for Haiti, in French and
V"i *- - *

i&^t »*n be heard all over the worlde One of the most interesting things

about working there, in addition t© learning about Cuba and Latin Aiaeriea,

was the widi audience response. Radio Havana gets thousands ©f letters, many
_ __ _ _ _ _ L^&SL^—
frcm all kinds ©f people in the United States* You could tune it- in en a

shorwave, though the quality is not always good, and there are scrae technical
*•

problems that arc probably not accidentals If you had listened in San Francisco

the day after the coup in Chile the headlines would have sounded like this?
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Radio Havana tries to provide information oa Cuban and international events

frcci a Marxist-Leninist standpoint^ It's an external voiee ©f the Cuban

Revolution, with many programs on life, culture, and events in Cuba. Most

importantly, it sees itself as a bridge of solidarity, a contribution to th»

struggle against US imperialism. In this spirit of inter nationalism, Sadi»

Havana has ©f course devoted a groat deal of attention to Latin Ameriea« like

the Cuban people HEX as a whole, the radio's solidarity with Vietnam has beea

const ante This takes the form of a daily twenty minute 33BHE program, ia

.English for the United States, produced by Radio Hanoi and ealled the Voice

©f Vietnam^ Given ©ur current need to strengthen ©ur solidaroty with the
. ^ , .. * - _ , . .

people ©f Vietnam., .1 thought Hi i i i i i l i ^•i1nji[ i i i j i i ••fun 1 ..... miT rtlfll the theme
from the Voice of Vietnam. * .feach daily program begins this way*


