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"They (the Hearsts) have seemingly saild by their
actions that they know me and therefore do not
have to repent for their crimes, However, to
this I would say yes. You do, indeed, know me,
You have always known me, I'm that nigger you
have hunted and feared night and day. I'm thet
. nigger you have killed hundreds of my people in
e vain hope of finding., I'm that nigger that is
no longer just hunted, robbed and nurdered. I'm
the nigger that hunts you now,
Yes, you know me. You know us all. You know me,
I'm the wetback., You know me, I'm the gook, the
broad, the servant, the spik, Yes indeed you
know us all and we know you - the oppressor,
murderer, and. robber, And you have hunted and
robbed and exploited us all. Now we are the
hunters that will give you no rest. And we will
not compromise the freedom of our children,®

Cinque
February 21, 1974

Sisters and Brothers:

On lay 17, over 500 agents of the Los Angeles Police Department;
surrounded a small cottage‘in Comnten, a predominantly Black
community in Los Angeles, 1In complete dlsregard fbr the safety
of the peonle of the nelghborhood and under orders to éhoot to
111, they attacked the house with thousands of rounds'of
automatic and semi-zutomatic rifle fire, tear gas bLombs, and
fragmentation srcnades, They set the house on fire.and let it
roar in flomes for two hours before calling in fire trucks, Two

ad Joininy houses vwere seriously damaged., The target house burned

to the ground, and everyone inside, six members of the Symbionese

Liberation Army, were kKilled: Cingque Donald DeFfreeze, i’iznoon

Patricia.Soltysik,‘Geniné Angela Atwoéd."Fahizd\xancy.Ling‘rerry.

William Wolfe, and Canilla iHall.

We deeply mourn the death of these revolutionaries., Donald
DeFreeze, Cinque, the leader and Field liarshall of the SLa, had
a life like many Black people - continval herassment by nolice,

in and out of Jall again and again, constant anquish and frus-

tration at his inability to provide a decent life for his family

in this racist socliety. Like hundreds of other Rlack people



‘e

he became a revolutionary in prison, developing a Vvision of
different veople joining together in an army to fight oppression
of 2ll forms. Nancy Ling Perry, Fahizéh was a college student
dﬁring the Vietnam war, lived through the youth culture movement
in Berkeley, and left it to Join the growing, beautiful movement
of solidarity and support for prison struggles. Camilla Hall
came from a religious family. She was a soclal worker, a gay
activist, a gardener, and a poet. Like Fahlizah she becane a

revolutionary through her commitment to the prison struggle.

People like these formed the Symbionese Liberation Army. The
decision to create a clandestine organization and begin to bulld
armed struggle is a %ery difficult one, These people made many
sacrifices and many hard choices. They dedicated their lives

to the destructioﬁ of the Amerikan corporate empire a2nd 1its

inperialist, racist, and sexist oppression and died fighting

for the revolution. L S , ) e

The Itidnapping of Patricia Hearst and the subsequent demand -

. that her family use a little of its tremendous riches to feed

hungry people - was an ambitlous and courazeous revolutionary
guerrilla action. It was successful on many levels. The SLA
ralsed to the forefront of pconles! consclousness the fact that
millions of neonle in thisz country are poor and hungry. “They

laid the resononsibilit; for this poverty ané hunger directly on

.William Randolph Hearst and his class, the ruling class. They

forced an uvunrecedented concession from the ruling class, the
distribution of 4 million dollars of freec food to thousands

and thousands of noor wcople in the Bay Area. In Aﬁerika.'where
baby chickens are slaughtered, milk 1s enptied into the streets,
and rich soil lies unused so that the big conglomeratés that
control the food industries can maintain high nprices, they
reaffirmed the right of all people to eat, and the right of

the people to fight to obtain the necessities of life. 7This

was the political message of their actionm.
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The SLA successfully malintained the political initiative
throughout the entire action. They thwarted the efforts of

' Hearst and ‘his media to change the issue from hunger and poverty

to the fate of his daughter., "Save the children' was a theme,

E répeated‘in almost cvery cpmmunique.' They were understood by

thousands of people as serious revolutionaries fighting for
poor veople, not as crazy terrorists. Thelir militancy and deter=-

mination inspired many péople.

Bﬁt the success and the political effect of this action was only
half as great as it might have been. The fallure of most of the.
organized left to relate positively to the political initiative

of the SLA was criooling. In a situation like this, like Attica,

like Joundec Knee, where the contradiction between ‘possessor and

dispossessed, rich and poor, oppressor and oppressed is absolute;z

stgrk. Opportpp}tiesrexistrasiay_qp qther time»ﬁp explain to masses

of people the reality of Amerika,

When Ronald Reagan said they should put botullism in the food to
be distributed, where were the outcries of protest, the defense

of the right of neovnle to eat? then Rlack people in Calkland rioted
over'the quality of the Tood and the demeaning way in which it was
throwm at them, who sunported them? lihere were the rallies and
gsoeeches and leaflets on racism and poverty and hunger in smerika?
Then Patricla Hearst became Teanila, and the genuianeness and courage
of her conviction was clear to everyone tho listened to her voice
and had followed the vnrogression and content of her stateirents,
where mere the volces supoortins her declision and attacking the
gvuplia claing vy Hlearst and his "orainwashing" exnerts with their

tztress imachinest?

hiany ncoole 41d work to support the action, Some left vepers
printed articles exposing the extent of the Jearst empirve, its
origin in rovbery and cxploitation, Some movenent pconle worled

in the food program, pushing the real 1ssﬁes and fighting to
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improve it. There were good posters and spraypainting scattered

throughout the Bay area.

But these peoples! political leadership was largely ignored, liost
of the white left was criminally blind to the fact that tens of

g thousandsg were heartened and inspired by the opening up of new

fronts‘of strﬁggle, by the real victories that were achieved, by
the determination of the SIA. A wide range of community groups

and leaders expressed varying degrees of support for the.SLA--all
supported the right of the :people to food, And at each distribution,
40,000 people lined up to wait for what was often 1nadequéte

amounts of poor quality food, defiantly fighting Hearst's recal-
citrance, knowinz that Reagan was calling them accomplices and

making veiled threats about prosecuting them,

Yet tob many movement spokespeople and organizations attacked the

SIA for being "isolated® and organized against them, cutting them

off from'potéﬁtiél support-;pdli£i0a1 and mé%é;iéi. They’éﬁcdﬁiaged
people to close their ears to the SLA's words, to be cynical about
the necessity to fight for freedom. They said the SLA wasn't attacke-
ing the real ceneny, as iT Hearst isntt a nerfect symbol of the

ruling class.

The article, "Terrorisi In The Left," written by the editors of

" Ramparts, exempliflies the reactlionary nature of this kind of crit-

icism, Throuchout, they define armed struzsle as something danger-
ous to the revolution. In the zulse of criticizings the actlion they
actually or~anize symnathy for the llearsts. And most ‘seriously, lilke
the Hearst oress, they characterize revolutionaries, especlally
those who enmame in armed strurspgle, as crazy, They assert that
rebelling »risoners and their supporters have a warped and exac-
serated vieﬁ‘of the brutality of Amerika. They present the work

of Fahizah - lancy Ling Perry - in sunport of prisoners and their
struzzle not as heautiful, and as a practice to be encouraged,

but as an example of mental illness, These are the politics of

liberalism. They must bhe defeated,
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Revolutionaries must be bold and creative in giving and accepting'

criticism. Many serlious revolutionaries had criticisms or felt

differences with the SLA. But so-called eriticisms of the SLA

outside a context of active support for peoplest right to eat‘

,and peoples' right to fight for 1iberation are indistinguishable,

in effect from the attacks of the enemy. The movement, by not
activating itself to support the action - to explain it, build ‘

and extend it, to struggle over strategy - created the‘political

" climate where this massacre could take place, Those whose criti;‘

cisms of the SIA ahd of their actlon helped organize support for

the enemy must share responslibility for the result.

Opportunism in the left tekes many forms. In the white left it
traditionally means abandoning the struggle against:racism to
push self-interest. economist struggles., Sometimes it means

"reaching people where they're at', lgnoring that where theytre

.. .at 1s racism. Sometimes it means reducing the complerities and ... .. .:. -

uncertainties of revolution to simplistic formulas derived from

misreadings of revolutionary literature, Always 1t means taking

the easy way, the non—etruggle way. Hevolﬁtionaries who fipght

canmot be left to fight and die alone. The snectacle of thosev
women aﬁd men, trapoed ian a burning building, surrounded by 500
state agents, all on national TV for hours and hours, without

support from the left, without a rally or a speech or a leaflet

or an action, cannot be repeated., It is intolerable,

"Towever, the irrefutable truth is that a liberation
strugszle 1is revolutionary war, Revolutionary war
1s a complicated process of mass strugsle, armed
anl unarmed, peaceful and violent, legal and
clandestine, ecconomic and vpolitical, where

all forns of struszle are developed harmon-
lously around the axis of armed strugsle.

Anyone who by now has not grasped these basic
facts does not know what liberation struggle
is==0r is trying to palm off reformism for
liveration strusgle.®

lartin Sostre, in a letter
in supnnort of the SLA

Revolutionary armed struggle in this country has begun, It was
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bezun by Black and Third World women and men frustrated by the
unwillingness of Amerikan imperialism to zrant them the most

rudimentary human dignity and rights. It 1s as old as the Indian

Wars of Resistence and as neﬁ as the Black Liberation Army. It

cannot be wished away, and it is not wrong. Ve support the

right of all people to take up arms and fight for their liberation,

Armed struggle is not the only form of revolutionary struggle.
Arned actions and mass movements together make the fabric of revo-
lutionary struggle. Today the US government is in complete

choas, In Asia, Africa, and Latin America imperialism is on

the defensive, Black, Browm, and Native American resistence here
continues to grow.,. Thé prisons are exploding with tension.
Alienation permeates the entire soclety. It 1s possible to begin
organizing thousanﬂs of people to oppose imperialism, support

Black liberation, and fight to destroy this sick system that

' oppresses us all, This_work»must'be_begun,__Armed strﬁgglé also_'.

must be built and supported. Armed struggle can illuminate the
nature of the struggle, identify the real enem&, uin some victories,
inspire people, give them erperience in different forms of struggle;
and prenare for the future. Armed struggle cannot bepome a
spectacle, It ic the responsibility of mass leaders and organ-
1zations to encouragze and sunport revolutlonary armed struggle,

in the anen as well as gquiet weys. WWithout mass struggle there

can be no revolution, Without armed strugple there can be no

victory.

The estruction® of the Symbionese Idberation Army that Richard
Nﬁﬂbn, Randolph Hearst, and Charles Tates orbw.about 1g only a

lie and an 1llusion. The SLA represents thousands and thousands

of people in this country who have learned there i1s no alternative
to US corporate fascisnm begides revoluﬁion. and many more who are
beginning to learn, Joe Remiro sald from prison: "What the SLA
Iias done, there's no way of going bacl and telling peovle to Torget

what happened, foréet what they éaw. forget what they did."
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5ix revolutionaries fought and died in our struggle. e must
copmit ourselves to study their practice, to remember their
courage and determination., IT we do not honor those who die in
our struggle, they will be 'forgotlten, Ve willl lose sources of

ingpiration and strength and examples to study. This cannof

havpen,

Finally, many members of the SLA are still free. They must be
defended, publically ané o»rivately. Anyone vho is in a posgition
to help then directly should give then encouragement, support,

shelter, and love. Empty you pockets, Struggle with then.
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Learn from them, Ve nmust protect our [ighters.

VEATHER UNDERGROUND




