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Courtroom drama, as it unfolds in the 
live, no-holds-barred style from the 
witness stand. The testimony, taken 
from actual court transcripts, gives 
brief and penetrating insights into 
the history of tbe Black Liberation 
Movement oVI~r the last two decades. 
It begins with the turbulent '60's, 
then moves through the Black 
Liberation Army's freeing of Assata 
Sbakur from prison in the '70's down 
to the ' 80 ' s Br inks' Armored Truck 
$1.6'million expropriation attempt in 
Nyack, New York and the resultant 
trial. 

Un1ted States 

sekou 

v.BRINKS 555 83 Cr. 312·(lTD) 

Odlnga, at a1 

TRIAL AU9 ust lS, 1983 
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Epilogue: 
On September 2, 1983, the Uve month trial ended after three days of deliberation 

by the jury of eight Blacks and four whites. .. 
Bilal Sunnl Ali and lIIiana Robinson were acquitted on all counts. 
Sekou Odinga and Silvia Baraldlnl were found guiHV on the conspiracy and 

racketeering counts. The conspiracy and racketeering counts essentially charged 
the defendants with waging war against the U.S. banking Institutions, and with 
freeing Assata Shakur from prison. . .. ~ 

Chui Ferguson and Jamal Joseph were found guilty of acc~ssory after the fact. 
Accessory after the fact were ::onvictlons for assisting Mutulu Shakur after the 
October 20, 1981 Nyack incldel't. , 

Attorney Chokwe Lumumb2 was summoned before the court after the trial to 
answer a contempt citation issu(Jd against him by Judge Duffy months earlier during 
the trial for refusing to obey hit; order to "Sit down and shut up." ", 

--.-_".-~A...-___ _ 

Brinks Trial Testimony 1 

Prologue: 
It was stili dark outside the U.S. Penitentiary at Marlon, IL In the early mornIng 

hours of August 10, 1983. InsIde, a squad of guards marched up to a cell. shIned 
flashnghts on the prisoner's eyes and barke~ ·Squlre! Wake up, step to the bars and 
strip nakedl- Sundlata Acon arose, was stripped searched and esqorted naked 
through the empty corridors ofthe still slumbering prlr.on Into the custody of 2wafttng 
U.S. Marshalls. Without telling him where they were takIng him, they dressed hIm, 
shackled him hand and foot, and escorted him to their car. 3 hours later, they puhed 
into the Terre Haute, IN airport. There he caught the federal prisoners' plane to 
Lewlsburgh, PA Penitentiary and was put In "the hole: 

The next momlng he was put on the prisoners' bus and arrived at the Metropohtan 
Correction Center (MCC), NY at 1 o'clock In the momlng and again put In 'hehoie: 
He hadn't had a cigarette In 2 days and everywhere h~ had been rudely tre~~ed by 
the guards. At MCC, NY, It got no better, but worse. No one was atlowed to talk to 
hlm or pass him anything. No visits, telephone cans or letters were allowed, no 
showers, nothing. On the 2nd morning, he was awakened and told he hadavJslt"rtght 
nowl-Upon entering a makeshift visiting rOOI1\ he looked through the partitIon to see 
Sekou Odlngal 'It had been 15 years since they had las~ seen each other. . . •. 

Sekou Odlnga, allal Sunnl Ali, SUvia Baraldlnl, Chul Ferguson, IIIlana RobInson 
and Jamal Joseph were the 8 defendants and freedom fighters on trial In th.i New 
York federal "BrInks- case. The 28 count RICO (Racket~erlng Illflue'1ced Corrupt 
Organizations) Indictments, originally designed for prosecutIon 0' Matla organiza­
tions, was used to prosecute these particular defendants In an effott to stantp a 
"c~m'nar brand on any and all activities by freedom fighters. The RICO IndJctment 
stemmed from Incidents arising out ofthe Black liberation Arrrt/'s October 20, i981 
$1.8 million expropriation attempt agaInst a Brinks armored truck In Nyack, Nv., the 
November 2, 1979 liberation of Assata Shakur from thd Clinton Women's PrISon of 
NJ, and a series of attacks on Brinks trucks and U.S. banks between 1978 and 1981. 
In wrhlng up the Indictment, the prosec~or had thrown everything, ,'nclucitng the 
kitchen sink.· Allegations against the defendants Included ~harge8 0' killing ponce­
men and Brinks guards, bank robbery, conspIracy, racketeering. prison escape and 
accessory after the fact.. '. , , 

Chokwe Lumumba was the attomeyfor BlIai Sunnl An. Susan Tlpograph ~,the 
attorney for Silvia Baraldln!. Lawrence Stem was the attomey tor IInana RobInson. 
Jesse Berman was the attomey for Ceemo Chul Ferg~son. William Moguteicll WI,S 
the attomey tor Edward Jamal Joseph. Robert S. Lltt was the prosecutIng U.S. 
Attorney. Kevin Duffy was the presiding U.S. District Judge. 

Sekou Odlnga defended hImself at the trial and caned Sundlata ai one of his 
wHnesses. Ms. Stewart was Sekou Odlnga's legal advIsor. The U.S. prosecutor had 
had almost 2 years to prepare his witnesses and drm and coach hIs Informants on 
what they should say on the stand. Sekou and Sundlata had less than 2 hours 
together to prepare his testimony. It seems as though they had barely begun when 
the guard notHled them that time was up. Arriving back at "the hole: Sundiata 
realized that he'd forgotten to ask Sekou, 'What Is the main purpose of my 
testimony?" And to make matters worse, he COUldn't remember Sekou ever pointing 
out the main purpose during their meeting. 

The fonowlng Is a transcript of Sundlata's testimony and the courtroom events 
Immediately preceding hls taking the stand. 
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About the Key Witness: 
.. ~., 

SundIata Acoll was born January 14,19371n Decatur. Texas. He Is a member" 
of the Black Uberatlon ArrrrJ and was previously a member of the Black Panther 
party In Harlem. NY. Both organ:zatlons were primary targets of the government's 
COINTELPRO campaign that b&gan against Black organizations In the 60'8. ' 

On May 2. 1973, Sundlata and 2 comrades, Assata Shakur and Zayd Shakur,· 
were traveling the NJ Turnpike. J\t that time Assata Shakur was the main focus of a 
COINTELPRO· orchestrated nationwide "womanhunt.- The Implications were that 
she was to be -Shot on slght.- NJ State Troopers stopped the auto In which the 3 were 
traveling and subsequenUy opened fire on Assata while she was In the !=ar with her 
'hands In the air. Zayd was killed, Assata was wounded and captured, 1, ~tate trooper 
wai killed and another wounded, and Sundiata was captured. The' sta.t~' then 
unleaShed a hysterical mass media campaign to create an atmosphere that 
guaranteed a legallynchfng. Sundlata and Assata were convicted for the dlath olthe : 
statetrooperfn separate trials. Both were sentenced "Life plus 30 years consecutive­
in the NJ State Prisons. 

Due to their political background, both were immediately subjected to the 
harshest prison conditions possible. After 6 years of Inhumane confinement, the 
Black Llberatlon Army Uberated Assata from the Clinton's Woman', Prison. NJ. 
Sundlata was conflned to the MCU Behavior ModHlcation Isolation Unit at Trenton 
State Prison for almost 6 years in a cellsmaner than the SPCA space requirement 
for i 90 lb. German Shepard dog. He was then secretly transferred over 1,000 miles 
to Marlon, II to the maximum security federal concentration camp located deep In the 
ShaWnee Natlonal Forest near the banks of the Mississippi River. He fa currently 
conflnedthere at a means of isolating him from all friends, family and attorneys. even 
though he Is a IbdI prisoner with no fJstJml convictions, warrants or charges 
pending. {sJth, time of the 2nd printing. bro. Sundials has Just recently been moved 
to the FidsraJ Prison In Allenwood PAl ' 

A m;dIcaI examination confirmed that Sundiata has been heavily exposed to 
tuberculos16 sInce entering prison. At Marion, the prisonerS are locked down all day 
except for 1 hour exercise pertod$ each day. There Is no work, no pay. no schools 
(academic or vocational), no prison programs or organizations, no state laW'books 
tn til,· 10gat library, no freedom of movement. and all ,mall and other forms of 
communication are heavily censored. Each of its 8 housing units are kept strictly 
separated from the other. A prisoner from 1 housing unit Is never allowed to come 
In contact with a prisoner from any other housing unit. Families are only allowed to 
visit for 1 hour on 4 occasions during a month; these visits are In booths dividing the 
prisoner from thi family by glass and communication must be done with the use of 
a phone. 

SUndtata'sconditlona of confinement are similar to those meted out to other BLA 
P.O.W." who are confined In various prisons throughout the country. . 

JjnllKS J I "140 ~ "''''_ .... 

Mr. Bennan: Maybe we can continue after lunch? 
The Court: No, we will not. We will continue right now. 

RECROSS EXAMINATION BY ME. UTT: 

Q: When you were asked by Mr. Odinga what retalic:.tion means, you were able 
to tell us, #I an eye for an eye, a limb for a limb?" 

A:Tooth~ 
The Court: NTooth for a tooth." 
Mr. Odlnga: You don't read the bible. 
Mr. Litt: Wrong partoE the body. 
Q: And you said if somebody had violated somebod y they should be viola ted in 

a similar manner, is that what you said? 
A: Yes. 
Qr Does that also include a life for a life? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And you testified that policemen are soldiers of the state, is that right? 
A: They are. 
Q: And that means if you are going to take retaliation, it doesn't necessarily have 

to be against the same policeman, is that correct? 
A: Well, Malcolm said, "When the snake is-
Q: I think the question can be answered yes or no. 
Mr. Odinsa: I object for the record. 
Mr. Lumumba: His witness didn't answer just yes or no. 
The Court: I will let the witness answer the questi. m. 
A: Malcolm said, "When a snake bites you, you d(ln't go running through the 

woods with blood running all down your jaws looking :or that pnrticulnr snake that 
bit you. In a situation like that, any snake will do. And e1lough snnke~ get moved on, 
the snakes would stop biting Black people." 

Q: So the answer is yes, it could be another policeman, is that correct? 
The Court: No. Someone is going to object to it and I sustain the objection. 
Mr. Lilt: 1 have nothing else. 
The Court: Anything else? 
Mr. Odlnga: No. 
The Court: Ladies and gentlemen, it is time for your lunch .. 
(Audience again gives Sundiata Acoli a standing .)vation. The witness snlutes 

the crowd with a kiss.) 
Oury excused- Luncheon reces!\)·~: 

. JWA 
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Clttempted before. 

Q: Did you plea guilty in the case that you were convicted of murder? 
A: No. 
Q: Were you guilty? 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. Anything else? 
Mr. Lumumba: Just a secane. Judge, please. (Pause) 
Q: Now, I have just one last question. You have indicated that .you were 

underground and doing some c( mmunity work as the Assistant U.S. Attomey has 
pointed out, is that correct? :': '. 

A: Yes. . .'1. 

Q: Would it be safe to say tha t there were people in those community' organIza­
tions who did not know that yol.t were underground? 

A: No, almost nobody did. Th a pointwasa way for me to move around ~nd relate 
to people, to get to talk to people, you know, see how they felt and lttteracted with 
people in the community. . . 

Q: Would it be safe to say that there were other people who did those community 
organization with you that had nothing to do with the underground? 

A: No. Almost nobody. Nobody had anything to do with the underground but 
me. In fact, nobody knew that 1 was a memtier of the Black Liberation Army exc;~pt 
·me. 

Q: But they still did those community activities, is that right? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And it would be true from time to time you would hand outleaOets and things 

in the community activity? 
A: No.1 wasn't so much doing that. What I did, I showed movies, Uke, talked to 

people. 
Q: Showed movies? 
A: Revolutionary movies. 1 had a movie projector-
Q: All right. so from time to time you would be In the same room with people 

who had nothing to do with the underground, Is that correct? 
A: Almost none of them did. 
Q: You would touch the same things, is that correct? 
A: Yes. 
Q: You would leave your fingerprints on the same things, Is that right? 
A: Yes. . 
Q: And they knew you, some of them knew you, at least, they felt, very wen? 
A: They knew me as good as anybody did down there. 
Q: But they still didn't know that you were In the underground, Is that correct? 
A: Of course. They had no idea. 
Q: And if you would have been charged with an expropriation, then maybe some 

of them would have been charged right along with you? 
Mr. tin: Objection. 

Brinks Trial TesUnlony 
Unite4 State a va. Sekou Odinga, at al. 

(Trial resumedHOpen court; jury not present) 
Mr. Bennan: Judge, 1 have one brief request. 
The Court: Sure. 

SS~83 Cr. 312' (ltTO) 
8-1S-83 

10.15 ill 

Mr. Bennan:1 do understand that Mr. Odinga's witness Is In the pens here. I have 
but one witness in the witness room now. I expect it will take 15 minutes. He is the 
tastof a serlesof9 people from Thursday and my real concern Is that thecOur,tioom 
is quite crowded today, I'm sure In antidpation of tttr. Odlnga's witness, and It is 
going to do more than just merely Interrupt the flow of my parade of witnesses all 
of who are testlfytng to t single subject matter, and I think It Is going to have an . 
impact on my client's defense, especially, for example, In the sort of, t don't know, 
courtroom recognition of Mr. Odinga's witness. 

The Court: No. 
Look, Mr. Odinga's witness I had Originally understood was going to ~e just 

another guy. From what I understand he is a security prob1em, so I am told. I don't 
know and-

Mr. Bennan: 1 am asking for 15 minutes to fmish my defense. 
The Court: I understand what you are asking for, and the answer Is no. 
Anybody else? . . 
Mr. Odlnga: Yes, I also need a little more time to p~are with my witness. 
The Court: You had 31/2 hours with him. ' 
Mr. Odlnga: That's not true. 
The Court: That's what the records show. 
Mr. Odlnga: Ins totally untrue. 
What happened 1 was woke up on Saturday morning around almos~ 8 o'clock 

and was told I would be allowed to meet with him for 2 hours and then I was told 
that I had to meet with him right then, no brush your teeth, no pad, no p.apers, no 
anything. They insisted that ift didn't meet with hbn then, the 2 hours \imew6uld 
start 6 minutes from after they woke me up. So wht.tt\ I finally did meet wi~ him, 
which I had to jump right up and get up and meet ",1th him then, I was put In one 
room nnd he was put in another, and there were 2 windows between us, thick 
windows, like bullet proof windows with holes on the top of one side and hole .on 
the bottom of the other where we had to holler through the holes at each other. He 
was handcuffed all the time. We were not allowed to sit down In any way to pa88 
notes or to take notes. HecouJdn't take any noles.n was Just totally Inadequate time, 
space, conditions and everything. 

I tried to reach you Pddaybecause I felt that it was going to happen like that. You 
refused to talk to me or to prepare It in a way that 1 (ould adequately meet with the 
man to prepare my defense. . 

Also I asked you would you allow my legal advisor to assist me, which Is why 
, h~ve her, to assist me, and you refused to allow her to assist me where, In fac~ you 

~ •.•• .,.. .... \.., ...... ",..,..""~ fmm fPa 11 v meeting with th"m 
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Mr. Odlnsa: I'm telling you. You don't know nothing about none of it. That's 
why I wanted- " 

The Court: No. They were told that as witness he was to be treated as·if h~.were 
in his usual place of confinement, in his usual place of confinement. I am told 'that 
he is not having contact visits with anyone. Everybody goes through the same thing 
~~~~~ . 

Mr. Odlnga: That's not true, Judge. I am teJJing you know that the lawyer met 
with him in different conditions than I met with him. . 

The Court: What lawyer? 
Mr. Sunnl-AII: Mr. Lumumba. 
Mr. Odfnsa: Mr. Lumumba. 

. The Court: That might be. 
Mr. odlnsa: They are telling you a lot of lies and you don't want to take the 

chance to even look into it and see. What you are doing is you are rubber-stamping 
these lies, Judge. . .. 

The Court: Mr. Odinga, it is my understanding, all in all, you had well· over 2 
hours that you were· originally scheduled. " . 

Mr. Odinsa:I am telling you that I didn't have 2 hours. They only scheduled for 
2 hours to start with and I didn't have those 2 hours; I am telling you that they Are 
lying to you. Yo~ wont even take the time to listen to what I am trying to tell you. 
~t you are saying is, basically, whatever they say Is the truth. 

The Court: The records shows that you had 2 hours. 
Mr. Odlnsa: Do you see my signature on anything? Call the witness, ask him. 

He's not a part of this. Call the witness. He can tell you and he can tell you how long 
we had. 

The Court: We don't love in a perfect world. 
Mr. Sunnl-AII: Oh, man. 
The Court: We'll have to work with what we have gol 
Mr. Odbtp: What has that got to do with what they are telling you in these lies 

and what I am telling you now? 
The Court: I am saying that one way or the other we will have to work with what 

wehav~got. 
IUs my understanding that you are putting this fellow on to prove why you used 

false names and safe houses. . 
Mr. Odlnga: Among other things. 
The Court: No, that's what you told me. 
Mr. Odlnga: I didn't tell yc·u everything. 
11teCotitt:And itwasyourposition thathewas with you at the time you became 

a fugitive In 1968. 
Mr. Odlnga: That's right. 
The Court: That he is going to say why you were using false names and safe 

houses. Yme.So we'D put him on and he'll testify. That's the way it's going to be. You 
are not going to get any more meetings or anything else. We'll go ahead and do It. 

Ms. Tlpogtaph: I would like to protest for the record the conditions upon which 
thl& witneSs Is being forced to testify. 

, I It AeeJnj fine fOr the government to prepare their case for a year and a half with 
Urtnmlted resources, the resources of the entire Department of Justice and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. When it come to the defense In this case to prepare 
their cases, the court either refuses to pay them or forces Mr. Odinga to meet with 

Brinks Trial TestinJony 

Q: When Ceorge Washington would take rifles from the British, would th(ty caU 
it stealing or expropriation? 

Mr. Liu: Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. 
Q: Was the Boston Tea Party an expropriation. 
A: It was. 
Mr. Litt: Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. 
Mr. Litt: Your Honor, I move to strike the answer ~nd the question. 
The Court: Come on Mr. Lumumba. . 
Q: Now you indicated something about the state robbing the people blind. Does 

that deal with just Black people? 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
A: It deals with all kinds of people, especially oppl"essed people. 
The Court: He has already answered the question. l',n let it stand. 
Q: Let me, without asking why-do you have a basis for saying that? 
Mr. LUt: Objection. 
Mr. Lumumba: I'm not asking why, Judge. 
A: Yes. 
The Court: If he's got a basis for saying that. 
Q: If we could ask you the question, could you ex ?lain it to us? 
Mr. Utt: Objection. 
A: Yes, I could. 
The Court: Sustained. 
Mr. Lltt: And I move to strike the answer as well. 
The Court: Sure. 
Q: Now the U.S. Attorney, the Assistant U.S. Attorney here indicated something 

about the Panther 21 were acquitted, is that right? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Were there Black people on that jury? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Were there Black people in Assata Shakur's jury? 
A: No. 
Mr. Lltt: Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. Come on. 
Q: Now, when you talked about escape, you indicated that you testified or that 

you plead guilty to trying to escape, is that right? 
A: Yes. , 
Q: Were you guilty of trying to estape? 
A: It was my duty to try to escape, as a prisoner (If war. 
Q: So you did try to escape? 
A: Almost made it too. (Audience applause) 
The Court: Anything else? 
Q: Did you kill a trooper in New Jersey­
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
Q: In the case which you were in with Assata Shnkur? 
Mr. Litt: Objection. 
Mr. Lumumba: He opened the door for this. 
The Court: No, no. Objection ~lIstained. It was the same qlle~tion that wn~ 



32 Brinks l'rial Test""oltlf 

different universities, is that correct? 
A: No. 
Q: WouJd it be safe to say thnt you were not on TV playing In bands and doing 

other things with revolutionary music? 
A: Of course not, no. • 
Q: You weren't going around publicly speaking at rallies and talking about how 

people were oppressed, were you? 
A: No. 
Q: 50 when you were working with out your name and doing some community 

service, basically, that did not put you in any o~~~ground formation, did it? 
A: No. ',' 
Q: It didn't put you in arl? fonnation which had written in its rules no 

underground work because we don't want to intimidate the overgro~d work, Is 
that right? .. 

A: Right. _" 
Q: We don't want to give the state a reason to come and attack us, is tha~ right? 
A: Right. '. 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. 
Q: So there is a difference. Some people speak, is that right? 
A: Right. 
Q: And some people do underground work, is that right? 
A: Correct. 
Q: As a member of the Black Liberation Army you weren't up in Nyack in 

October 1981? 
A: No. 
Q: There is a good chance that if you weren't In jail, they probably would have 

said you were? 
A: I probably would have been sitting right out there regardless of where I was. 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
Q: Now, as a member of the Black Liberation Army, you weren't in Inwood, 

some time in Apro of-Tyrone Rison couldn't remember the year. 
Mr. L1tt: Objection. 
The Court: Yes, Sustained. 
Q: 50 you weren't involved in any of these activities, were you, is that right? 
A: No, I wasn't. 
Q: But you have come up here and told this jury, is that right, this Jury right here, 

that you were a member of the Black Liberation Army, is that right? 
A: That's correct. 
Mr. Litt: I could not under!;tand that. 
Mr. Lumumba: Had enough courage to tell them why. 
Q: We talked about expropriation and revolution and all that stuff. Did some­

thing like that happen in 1776? 
A: I think it did In this country. 
Q: Now, those British soldhrs that those American soldiers were shooting back 

in 1776, had those British soldiers shot any babies and children? 
A: Not that I know of. 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
The Court: Sure. Sustained. 

lJlllllts 1 ,.UlL J t:;,UlllU"Y 

his witness in conditions that are reminiscent of Nazi Cermany and ~hat this court 
is nllegedly supposed to be protecting In terms of people's rights •. 

I think, If nothing else, It be made clear what yourdp.termlna tlon isabout~e8u1lt 
or Innocence of the deEendant versus the government and It Is our position that the 
government Is gunty and It has been your position throughout this trial that the 
defendants have been guilty and we reject that, Judge. 

The Court: If we're all set, we'l get Mr. Aeoli In nnd have him swom and get 
started. 

Mr. Bennan:Judge, In my long abandoned role as co-lead counsel, I would urge 
the court to, In effect, compromise here and allow Mr. Odlnga to Interview his 
witness during the recess In the pens here so that they cnn go over whatever they 
have to go over. 

The Court: I heard you. The answer is no. 
Ms. Stewart: Your Honor, you must takecognlzanceofthefactthatlnterviewing 

the witness without a legal advisorls tantamount to P'Jtting the witness on the stand 
cold and you permitted other defense counsel in the case to telephone Interviews, 
interviews in the U.S. Attorney's office. To not pennit Mr. Odinga to Interv~ew his 
witness with his legal advisor present could conceivably cause a mistrial, your 
Honor. I think you ought to conceivably consider It. 

The Court: It won't cause a mlstrlalln any way. 
Ms. Stewart: It won't cause a mistrlallr you have already considered that. 
The Courh I don't believe it would. 
Ms. Stewart: I call you Honor's attention to the fact that Mr. Lumumba Is not 

here. 
The Court: Mr. Lumumba was due here at to o'clock. 
Ms • .8tewart: Yes, your Honor, and he isn't here and other people have b~ here 

late as well and we have waited for them. He is the only one who interviewed hlin 
on the entire defense team. 

The Court: I Issued a special order that every defense attorney would have the 
opportunity to interview this feUow. 

Ms. Stewart: And he was brought in late ThW'Sday afternoon, after court 
adjourned for the weekend. 

The Court: Yes, a weekend. 
Ms. Stewart: With no notice to anyone. 
The Court: For a weekend. 
Mr. Odlnga: It Is clear you don't really want him to testify anyway, Judge. It has 

become very, very clear and If he testifies you want him to come off as badly as 
possible. . 

Mr. Sunnl-AIl: I would want to put on the record that the only reason that the 
only reason anyone even knew Mr. Acon was here wds when we got up Saturday 
morning and saw the name on the chart. Because even when they brought him tip, 
they kept- where they had the list of names of who was in what room, they had no 
name next to the room that Mr. Acoli was kept In and they kept it like that until 
someone was able to get the chart and look at It. Finally they put his name there after 
he had been there that day. 

Mr. Dennan: I must say Judge, that I for one did not know the man was here until 
Mr. Lilt told me this moming and I was not aware of your order permlttln8 us to 
interview him. 

(Sundiata Acoti was brought into the courtroom. The audience gave Mr. Acoll 
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a 3 minute standing ovation. Having been called a witness by the defendant Odinga, 
having been duly swom, Mr. Acoll testifies as follows.) . 

The Courts ·Would you bring out the jury, please. 
Mr. Bennan: I would Ilke you to explain to the jury that this is Mr. Odinga's 

witness and we're going out of order. 
The Court: Oh, sure. 
(pause) - Gury present) 
The Court: AU right, ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Berman is not complete with his 

witnesses yet, but we're taking one witness out of tum. Mr. Acoll has already been 
swom. 

AU right Mr. Odinga. 

DIRECT EXAI\1INAlION BY MR. OOINGAj 

Mr. Odlnga: Good morning. 
Q: Cood morning Brother A,:01i? 
& Good morning brother. 
Q: Brother AeoD, how old are you? 
&46. 
Q:46. 

.... 

Could you give the jury a little information on your educational backgroW\d? 
. All went to BookerT. Washington H.S. in Vemon, Texas.lfinlshed in 1952. Prom 

there I went to Prairie View A&:M College ofTX at Prairie View, TX, and I finished 
there In 1956 and got a degree in math. From there ~ went to Harlem and then got my 
first job working for NASA in the Mojave Desert in CA for NASA. Prom there I went 
to the University of So. CA which had a graduale extension school ~ the desert. I 
took a grdduate course In math and I worked in computers and with experimental 
airplanes like the X-1, X-t-E, X-1·D, Douglass 1)..558 and I took classes, with Neal 
Armstrohg, the astronaut, and I helped him with his math a couple times. (Audi­
ence: laughter) 

From there I came back to Harlem and I went upstate NY and I went to work at 
Griffith Air Porce Base in computers. I attended the University of Syracuse and took 
graduate courses in math. . 

Prom there I came back down to Long Island, worked for Republic Aviation In 
computers. I attended NY University, took more graduate courses in math and from 
there I came to NY City and I worked for Computer Applications on Madison Ave. 
and several other computer companies In NY as a systems analyst and computer 
consultant. 

In an I spent about 13 years working on computers and 1 had about 30 credits in 
graduate math and that's basically my educational and professional career. 

0: Do you know me personally? 
A: Yes, I do. 
Q: When did we first meet? 
A: With the Black Panther Party back in 1968. 
Q: You say In 1968. 
What were the goals and objectives of the Black Panther Party? . 
Mr. Lilt: ObJection. 
'lbe Court: Yes, sustained. 
Q: Did we work In specific programs in the Black Panther Party? 
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only t.1king what is yours. 
Q: The assistant U.s. Attorney also asked you ahout whether you worked 

underground and also did community work. There is a difference between the two, 
is there? 

A: Yes, there is a difference. 
Q: Is there a difference between undergroWld military work and clandestine 

aboveground political work? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Does one, to the best of your knowledge, does one working iJl underground 

military work do the same, at the same time, work in aboveground community 
work? 

A: Yes. 
Q: So when you talked about that you did underground work and aboveground 

community wor:k, you were talking about a different time? 
A: Yes. I was talking about the fact that I was c1and,~stine in my location down 

there because people didn't know my identity, my real identity and I had changed 
my name . 

Mr. Lilt: I'm sorry, I can't hear the answer. 
The Court: 1 don't think the jury can either. "Peopl.~ didn't know my identity." 

And? 
A: They didn't know my real background. So that in itself was like clandestine. 

And I was also doing what you call aboveground wad because I related to people . 
I tried to organize them and I circulated among them ar.d 1 was working with them. 

Q: So at this time you were doing military work also while you were doing thls 
aboveground political work? 

A: Well, I was also seeking out people and basically recrui ting people for military 
work, too. 

Q: Let me understand what you are saying now. Are you saying that you were 
doing this work at the same time, the military work, I'm talking about the clandes­
tine military work at the same time as you were doing aboveground communHy 
work? 

A: Yes. In other words, you know, in the form of recruiting people, yes. 
Q: In the fonn of recruiting. Does that mean like in terms of relations as you 

mentioned earlier, stuff like that? 
A: No. 
Mr. Odlnsa: I don't have any more questions at thi~ point. Thank you Brother 

Aeoll. 
Mr. Lumumba: I have a few. ';~:. 

RECROSS.EXAMINATION BY MR. LUMUMBA: 

Q: Dealing with the first question first, you were asked by the U.S. Attorney as 
well as by Brother Odinga about underground and overground work. Let me 
understand something to get it quick. .. 

At the time that you were underground, would it be safe to say that you were in 
no organl~tlon which prohibited Wlderground work-do you unde.rstand what I 
am saying-that said you could not do any underground work? 

A: No. No. 
Q: 50 you were not at that time going aroWld the country and speaking at 

- .~ ."---" ....... __ ._----
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A: Yes, his pb was to defend the state. '. 
Q: Would you consider an anned guard of an armored truck a soldier? 
A: His job is tode(end the interest of the bank or whntever, right. And the banks 

Clre one of the foundations of tlTe state. 
Q: He asked you about stealing and he also mentioned expropriation. Is there a 

difference between stealing and expropriating? 
A: Yes. In the sense that we use expropriation. Expropriation basically comes 

from the concept that first of all the oppressed people have been exploited and their 
wealth exploited and it has been exploited by ~~ state. When an oppressed person 
or political person moves to take back some of the wealth that's been exploited from 
him or taken from them, then It:.ssimplyexpropriation. They are taking back what's 
fu~~ ~ 

In other words, we were )c idnapped and brought here and enslaved for 200 
years, working for free. We had millions of Black slaves working for hundreds of 
years and never got paid nothing. That Is one of the fundamental things f:l)at'btdlt 
fuis country up. ~. .. 

In other words, if I had mill ions of people working for me for free for hundreds .. 
of years, it is no big deal to amount a mass amount of wealth there. And we're still 
being worked and underpaid and at most times on low jobs and when we take back 
from the state what has been stolen from us It Is an expropriation. Particularly In an 
oppressive state which still uses slavery, wage slavery through unemployment and 
handing out welfare to make people dependent, then we're taking back from that; 
and that is not stealing. It is expropriating, just taking back what was ours. 

Q: Would you consider mugging an old lady expropriating? 
Mr. tilt: Objection. 
A: No. 
The Court: The answer is 110 and I will penn it that to stand. 
Q: What Is stealing? 
A: Stealing is quietly taking something that doesn't belong to you. That's 

stealing. You know, without permission, to take somethln8 that doesn't belong to 
you or belongs to another pen·on or the other-

Q: Would you consider taking America from the Natives stealing? 
Mr. LltI: Objection. . 
The Court: Sustained. Next question. 
Q: Would you consider the kidnapping of African from Africa stealing? 
Mr. Litt: Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. 
Q: So when you were talking about expropriating, you werl! talking about 

particular targetsi 
A: Yes. 
n. Anv t:\T~et is not an e)"propriation then? . 

• -'9'\h-nlled by the state, that supports the state and that 
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A: Yes. When we first met, you were baslcally­
Mr. Lilt: ObJection. 

7 

The Court: 111 pennlt It. Co ahead. . 
A: When you first met me, you were basically an education blstructor In the black 

Panther Party and you taught me political education and baSically you were 
respOnSible for teaching most of the members of the cadre In poUtical education. 
. Besides political education you also had other duties and programs that were 
pushed by the Black Panther Party in the community. 

Among them were breakfast programs for children and you worked on it and 1 
worked on it, and also for decent housing for the community. In other words, if a 
person had been In a buUdlng and the landlord didn't maintain it, we would go and 
try to organize a rent strike so that monies could be used to repair the bulldlng or put 
In escrow account and if the landlord still refused to repair the building, eventually 
thetenantswouldtakeoverthebuildlng.Andthatwasoneoftheprogramsdeallng 
with housing. 

We had clothing programs where the commmtity came by and dropped off 
clothes, excess clothes that they had or clothes that they didn't need anymore and 
people came along the streets or off the streets and If they needed clothes they took 
it. 

We also had programs that worked lor community control of schools. in 
particular, there was a controversy out In Ocean Hill-Brownsvllle.I'm talking about 
1968and 1969 where Black people of that community were trying to get control over 
there own school, schools In there community and we also pushed this thea!)' that 
each community should control its own school district, principals, teachers, hiring 
and firing, curriculum of the students and everything about the schools. But later on 
these type of goals were misconstrued and - . 

Mr. tlH: ObJection. 
A: -and were dissolved into things like busing ~nd Integration •. 
The Court: AU right. . 
A: And I think what most people were asking for was control of their own 

schools. 
There were programs against dope pushers Ion the community. The Blact( 

Panth4!r Party campaigned against those ptlshers iii the commwlity and for the 
elimination of the pushers. 

And there were campaigns against police brutality and murder of Black people 
in the community. ,. .' 

Basically the B1ack Panther Party program was a very simple program. It had a 
basic 10 points written so that almost anybody could undetstand It and same of the 
points, and It has been 10 years sa I can't remember the whole to points, bul ~me 
of the points were basic points like we want freedom, we want die right to control 
the destiny of our own community, we want decenl education that teaches us our 
true history and role In society, we want decent housing. We want Biack inert and 
women exempt from foreign wars because we, as Black people, should not be going 
to other countries fighting people and oppressing them when we're hot free in this 

'-. ""',, thAt- . . 
. ., .,.".,,,.. vou speak tip a little louder? 

. .1~ •••. , ~"""",. 
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which is just another word fort food, we want Justice, peace and freedom. 

Q: Did there come a time when you ceased to see me working politically 
publicly? 

AJ Yes, I did. . 
Q& Apl'roxlmately when was this? 
Ai At and aroUnd the time of the Panther 21 conspiracy arrest. 
01 Whit was the Panther 21 (Onspiracyarrest? 
It: The Panther 21 conspiracy 4rrest was a massive round-up on Apdl 2, 1969, 

whae the government and Stale of NY and the police department attempted to 
pah\t the Panthers as terrorists. 

Mt. Lllls Objection. 
1116 COlUt: Sustained. 
Mt.·Uth Move to strike the last part. 
Th. CouJi: Yes, the last part, ladies and gentlemen, is stricken. 
A: The Panther 21 conspiracy case was a massive roWld-up by NY State poUce 

of people who were indicted on ridiculous charges, like conspiring to ~mb the. 
flowers at the Bronx Botanical Carden, (Audience: Laughter) conspiring to bomb 5 
major department stores during the Easter season, ~hen most Black people would 
be shopping, you know, in the stores, conspiring to bomb police precincts and 
conspiring to ambush and snipe policemen. 

Q: Do you know any reason why I ceased to work publicly at this time? 
As Yes. You were one of the Panthers that was indicted oh the conspiracy. 21 

Panthers wi!re indicted and I think about 13 were found In their homes on the 
morning that they lVWlded up the panthers. Those people who weren't found at 
their homes, with the amount of hysteria and publicity going on around it the next 
day, those that w~en't available went underground. 

Q: Around this time, were there attacks on the Black Panther Party and other 
. poUtical people that were working in the Black Liberation Movement regular, was 
this an exception or what? 

Mr. Ult: Objection. 
The Court: Yes. The question is a little to wide open. I don't know whatit means. 

Lead a Bttle bit. . 
Q: Did you know of any other brothers and sisters who had to cease working 

publicly here in NY? 
Mr. LIlt: Objection. 
The Court: No, I'll permit that. Co ahead, answer it. 
The Wltne88: Right, the same time. 
As At the same time that you ceased to work publicly your names was on the 

indicbnentand they didn't find you at your home. In other words, at" o'clock in the 
morning theywentaround to e,·eryone's house and kicked in thedoorsand arrested 
people, arrested 13 people. They had lndicbnents for 21 people. So that 8 people they 
didn't find, they didn't find at h lme, and Sekou Odinga was one of those tbeydidn't 
find. . 

Other people they didn't find at home were Kwando Kinshasha, Shaba Om, 
Larry Mack, Lee Mashinda Berry, his brother WilUam Berry, layd Shakur, Assata 
Shakur and several other people at other times In different places, because this was 
an ongoing thing. In other words, when they began kicking in doors in New York, 
they also began moving on other people across the COWltry. 

Uke In Philadelphia, they ran in there supposedly looking for fugitives or 
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A: That's correct. 
Mr. Lilt: May 1 have a moment? 
The Court: Yes- (pause) 
Mr. Lltt: I have no further questions. 
Mr. Ocllnga: I have a couple. 
Mr. LUJl)umba: So do I. 
The Court: Mr. Odlnga, you go first. 

REDIRECT ExAMINATION By MS. OQINGA;.: 

Q: Brother Acoli? 
A: Yes •. 

29 

Q: The U.S. Attorney or Assistant US. Attorney nsked you if certain police 
officers were known to you as having shot any kids. .. 

I think you mentioned earlier thatpollcemen wereshooting children throoghout 
this COWltry. Can you teU me if you know- first of an let me ask you if there is a war 
going on in this country? 

A: There is definitely a war going on in this country. There is a war going on 
against Black people and it has been going on against Black people ever since ~ey 
were first kidnapped hom Africa and brought over her e and enslaved and after this 
slavery, it is still going on but in a different lonn. . 

Q: When you say that you were a member of the Bl;lck Liberation Army, do you 
mean that you are a soldier within that Army? 

A:Ves. 
Q: Does this army, do they participate in this wa~ that you were just talking 

about? 
A: Yes. 
Q: When you talk about retaliation for the murders of young Black children or 

Black people in general, are you talking about retaliation in the sense-strike that. 
When you talk about retaliation, are talking-whatareyou talking about? Let me 

put it that way. 
A: That Is the point. I am talking about an eye for"" eye, a tooth for a tooth. In 

other words, If someone violates you, then you violate them. If you want to violate 
someone, or if someone violates someone in your community it is someone you love 
and want to protect, then who violates you should be violated in the same manner 
or similar manner. 

Q; Do you consider policemen !OOldiers ah.o? . 
A: They are soldiers for the s~'te.Jp fact, they are the first line of soldiers for the 

state. 
Q: So when you talk about retaliation, you are talking about against policemen? 

You are talking about, in fact, soldiers fighting soldiers? 
A: Soldiers fighting soldiers. And is not always soldiers, I am talking about the 

state. The state consists of officials, people that run the state and people that defend 
the state. In other words, people that defend the people that run the state. 

Q:So-
A: I'm talking about soldiers, officials, the govenlment in general, and people 

that defend these people. . 
Q: So when Mr. Lilt asked you about Waverly Brown, did you consider him­

would you consider him a soldier knowing that he was police? 
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Q: That was because you didn't have a need to know? 
A: Because I didn't know. 
Q: Well, did you know a man named Mutulu Shakur? 
A: Mutulu Shakur? .. 
Q:Yes. 
A: Yes, I know him. 
Q: Did you know that he v'as active aboveground politlcaUy, is that right? 
A: I don't know. 
Q: Well, what do you know him as? " . 
A: I knew him as Mutulu Shakur who was working down in Lincoln Hospital. 

That's all1 knew about him. . 
Q: Did you know a man named Samuel Smith or Mtayari Sundiata? . 
A: Not personally. · 
Q: Do you know of him? 
A: I know of him from reading about hlm in the newspapers. 
Q: Do you know of him as being a person who was involved abovegrq\lnd in 

political activity and organizing? 
Ms. Tipograph: Objection, Judge, he said he didn't know him. 
The Court: Sustained. 
Q: Do you know a man nilmed Kuwasl Balagoon or Donald Weems? 
A: 1 know him very well. 
Q: Do you know him as a person involved in aboveground activity? 
Mr. Lumumba: Objectior~ to the fonn of the question. At what point. 
Mr. Litt: At any point. 
The Court: Any point. 0:. ahead. 
A:I know Kuwasi BalagOl'n because wewerein prison togetherinTrenton,Ne w 

Jersey. 
Q: Now when did you first go to prison in New Jersey? 
A: 1970-
Q: I'm sorry? 
A: 1973 or 1974, whichever one it was. I was arrested in 1913.1 was sentenced in 

1974. 
Q: You have been in jail continuously since 1973, Is that correct? 
A: That's correct. 
Q: And you know Assata Shakur or JoaMe Chesimard escaped from jail on 

November 2nd 19791 
A: I read about it in the newspapers. 
Q: And do you know wt.ere Mr. Odlnga was on that date? 
A: I don't know . I'm in jail. . . 
The Court: The answer j, "1 don't know.n 

Q: An don Apri122nd, 1980, when there was a robbery of a Pl1rolator truck in 
Inwood, New York, do you know where Mr. Odinga was on that day? 

A: I'm in jail. I'm out in Marion. I don't have visitors, they won't even let my 
daughter contact visit me. My mall is censored-

Mr. Lilt: I move to strike, your Honot •. 
The Court: No, Co ahead. What he Is trying to say is he doesn't know of anything 

that happened at those points in time. 
r'\ , :, ( .. :. t" c:~v th:\t' ou don't know where Mr. Odinga was during the years 

• , '('Ii I .. thAt ("nrr~t? 
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looking for weapons. They pulled out brothers and Jlsters 3 o'clock In the in~mIn8, 
stripped them naked, lined them up against the waU, took ~otos, 8pi'e4d di.1fl all 
over thePhUa~etphli ppen the next day, PanthersbuK..nakeci, broth.IfI4H4AISM8. 

In Los An*etes, they ran Into the Los AnietejPAhhtofftceeatlyid ll\I!titdtdlfil 
and started a shoolout that tasted until almOst tltl! liilddl~of th6day. Aiid ~ftt ~IJ 
assault on the office, on the Black Panther ".rt:y bfft~ In Uss Ansel., CWobIfita 
Pratt was forced to SO underground. . 

Other people that were forced to go undetgiotind Wete Albert NoA W4shlks­
ton, Anthony Jalll Bottoms, Herman Bell, SaRya Bb1cai'l, Ash~itti Alstdil ant! iHihli 
other people I can't remember. toads of peopti werif' forced to go tiridliitOUnd 
because of th4! oppression of the Police bep'rtmehl, iUhnlnl irtto P4ftdiit 8r1itti§, 
~ylng that there were guns, there were fugltlveS theN, drid brfnlng baclc ii tdaci bE 
indictments, either starting shootouts or either kUling ~le and brlnglnl back 
indictments on ridiculous charges. . 

Q: When)'ou say people wer~ running for bunt lIvH, ",hildo rot! stYli ~ itlll1 
A:I mean that-slmpty, If you ire In the! cotnmthilfjofgahlzlng, doliilWotk, fiju 

know, that's benendal, and then all of a sudden Jom6 ori6leUs you diat, lily, tbijr 
just ran into the office, Just shot up theorfice, right, and that they are lookltlk fot1OU, 
it's a normal response to, you know, bl! tUrald and nol mike yourself too 'vlllAble 
to go ahead and get kUled. A lot of Panthers wete ~etllii8 killed atoiJltct tkjl HInt!. 

Q: Do you know of any Panthers tfult gol1cll1ed 6iCsund this HRt'? ' .. ~ 
M~. Lltt: Objection. 
The Court: No, I'll permit It. Co ahead.. . .' 
A: Sure. In· Los Angeles, Bunchy Carter and John Hug~s Wfte Icillect. in 

Chicago, Fred Hampton and Mark Clark were kin", and 8s\0tl\er l'AndiH diat t 
can't think of the name of right now wa' killed In ~cdio. in New ~v~ tG9rge 
Sams, a police agent, he kl1led a Panther named lanay froin New Yottc: ': I~ 

Q: So there were many Panthers being knted afround thls time?, • . . 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. . 
At Either kiUed or- .' ... 
Mr. Un: I object to that. 
The Courl: Yes. ; 
At Well I think It'seommon Jnformahon- . ~i 
The Court Wall until i question coina. Okay? Nexl qti~UOrl. . . ' : 
Q: When people stop~ their public work lief' In NeW Yor~, d8 yoU lcKffiY u 

they stopped worklng comp1etety? . .' .. 
A: Not those that were dedicated, the ones ones that continued woildni. As a 

rule, when they stopped their public work, basically they alleitipted fo climg' thl!ir 
location, change thelrelty, di.nge thilf lOWS, Cit4RAI~ilt Identltft. IIlIIi Bam~,'Hd 
they continued to work either on the Mini ll!v,. U\al lIley did Iii uti atlltaal fjJac~ 
around the same lssues-and Ute IssueS wi!re almo.tl Itway's toad, clolhtii{t, stletter, 
oppresSion, health, Inadequate health care, and lhin~oE this nature..:or they eillier 
would forsake public work all together. 

The Courb You might be better off If )'I?U hotel it a litHe bit to the side. 
A:Some of the people would rorsaJei! puhtlc "'Clrle 48 logether, ~nd they concen .. 

trated on building the underground, bulldlng the underground appar8lU~ and 
support equipment ot bulldlng an army. . 

Q: Let me take you back a minute to when you say that they cease to work 
publicly. Would you go back through what they do? They change th~lr names you . 

,'. 

... 



'. 

10 Brinks Trial Testimony 
say? 

AI Well, yes. U you're wanted in one area or your being sought after In one area 
or if the harassment and intimidation has gotten so bad in one area that you wish to 
avoid that and be able to work in relative freedom in another area, then you change 
your name, you change your ide-.,tity papers and you change the place where you ' 
work, 80 that, you know, very rew people know you and where you continue 
working. 

Q: You say that some peoplt· stop working publicly all together and work on 
other levels. What other levels are you talking about? 

A: Other levels meaning on an underground level of building an army. In other 
words, if w~'re soing to struggle, and have it successful struggle, we eventually are 
going to have to deal with the force that's always (Omlng down, and in order to deal 
with the force you're going to need an army. 

So that some people worked on organizing the community, working around 
issues of food,dothlng and sheltur, but there are also other people that have to work . 
dealing with the nature of force lJ\ this society that always comes down on anyonl! 
tha~ attempts to NCtify the sittcation dealing with Black people and oppressed 
people in general. 

. Q: ~ this why it'i caUed darlCiestine reyolutionary work? 
k Yes, dan:cieatine, unctersro~d, yeS. , , . 
Q:Can you te11me the dlHerence-firsl of all, Is there a dlHerencelrl revolutionary 

activity. and criminal activity? 
Mr. Uti: Objection . 

. The Courb Yes, sustained. 
'Qs What Is reVolutionary activity? . " 
. AJ ~olutionary activity Is a~tivity on behalf of the people, on behalf of the 

stniggle, on behalf of a R!volutionary organization. 
Q: Can you give ~e some Idea of what type of revolutionary activity is done on 

an underground level? 
A: On an Wlderground level? Defending the community, defending people, 

defendlngyourlnstitutlons, providing protection protection forvarlous people that 
may be aboveground, that may be pursued or spotlighted, or whatever, and 
providing means to be able to continue the stNggle on an armed basis. . 

Q: When you say protecting the community, can you give me any particular type 
of propDlS that are used to protect the commwllty1 

It: Several. One, instituting programs to defend the community by creating a 
oo~wUty ~atch program. 

.' ~ Wh4~ Is a community watch program? 
~ ,'~.~ams where people w4tch each other, nelghbomoocis, ho~ea, or what­

ever, especlatly In areas where there is a lot of crime, and if there is a bufglary going 
on, to urge someone that doesn't mind apprehending the burglar, stopping the 
burglar, driving him away, Instituting community patrol programs so that people 
can patrol the neighborhoods, the property and watch for muggers or dope pushers 
or purse snatchers, or whatever, and defending the (Ommunity-

Q: ~tme8topyoua minute. When you say watch out for muggers, how would 
you W4\tch out for muggers? 

At ltaslca1ly,lfyou see somebody mugging an old lady, right, the old lady is not 
able to run a mugger down, right, or whatever, right. So, you know, you stop him 
whatever way Is necessary to stop him. 
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Q: You did both clandestine work and underground work? 
Mr. Odlnga: Let him finish answering his question. 
A: Let me finish. 
The Court: Yes. 

27 

A: On the work that's basically called clandestine-well, one aspect is because I 
was operating out of a different identity and different flame and in a region where 
my history was unknown, my background was unknown. 

Q: But the point is you, who was the same person who was doing aboveground 
work, were also doing clandestine work, is that right? 

Ms. Tlpograph: Objection, already asked three times. 
The Court: I'll permit it. Answer it. 
Q: Is that correct? 
A: If you want to put it that way, yes. 
Q: Well, let me see h:ow you would put it. Were you doing clandestine work? 
A: Yes. I told you because I was operating under a assumed name, Under an 

assumed identity and in an area where peopl~ didn't know me previously. 
Q: WeU, you were also a member of the Black Liberation Army, is that right? 
A: Yes . 
Q: And tha t was also clandestine work? 
AlYes. 
Q: And at the same time you were doing abovegroimd work in the South, is that 

ri~W , , 
Ms. Tlpograph: Objection. He never said he was doing aboveground work. He 

was living In Alabama under an assumed name. 
The Courl: I was here Ms. Tipograph . 
Q: Were you also doing community organizing in !he south at that time? 
kYes. 
Q: And that was Wlder a name that was other that your own, is that right? 
A: Yes. ' 
Q: But you were doing it publicly, is that correct? 
A: Yes. 
Q:And the people with whom you were doing this ·:ommunitY organizing, they 

were unaware of the fact that you were a member of the Black Liberation Army, is 
that right? 

A: Yes. 
Q: You made a point of not telling them about the clandestine work, is that 

correct? 
A: Yes. .', 
Q: Because it is very important to keep this secret. is that correct? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And to your knowledge were there other people who also did­
A: Let me finish. 
Q: I'm sorry, I didn't realize you weren't finished. 
A: It is important to keep it a secret with anybody who doesn't need to know. In 

other words, you can't keep It a secret with people you are working with. but anyone 
doesn't need to know, and you keep it a secret from them? , 

Q: To your knowledge, were there also people who did both abovegr:ound and 
clandestine work? 

A: I don't know. 
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A: Yes. 
Q: And you 'testified that one of the things that the clandestine group did, the 

groups did, was to insure that they had the means to be able to continue their work? 
A: Yes. .. 
Q: And by that did you mean finandal means? 
A: Financial means, material means, whichever means. 
Q: Material means would include weapons? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And you would have to ;:ind a way to get weapons? 
A: Of course. . "1 " 

Q: Financial means would mean that you woulc1 have to find a way to buy things 
that were necessary and suppo:·t people if necessary, is that right? 

A: Yes. 
Q: One of the ways that you would do this is by something called expropriation? 
A: It could be. 
Q: What's an expropriation? 
A: Expropriation is method applied by liberation movements throughout th(! .. 

world. 
Q: What is it exactly? 
A: Expropriation? 
Q:Yes. 
A: It is a means of taking from the state, from the people that exploit the masses 

of people and using it for revobtionary aims. 
Q: When you say the state, do you also mean various organs ofcapltallshoclety? 
A: Most definitely. 
Q: Such as banks? 
A: That's one of them. 
Q: And when you say taking, you mean stealing, is that right? 
A: Taking. Taking is taking. 
Q: Taking by force, if nece~sary? 
A: Taking is taking. 
Mr. Litt: Could you pleas read tiack the question, please?- (Record read) 
Mr. Odinga: And the ans\\ er- (Record read) 
Q: I would like an answer 0 the question whether or not expropriation means 

taking by force if necessary? 
Mr. Odlnga: Oh, it has been answered. 
The Court: Go ahead, anS'ier it. 
A: It can, sure. 
Mr. Lilt: I didn't hear the answer. 
The Court: "It can, sure." 
Q: You testified,lbelieve, that some time after the Panther 21 trial that you ~ent 

down to Alabama, is that rigt,t? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And you testified that :tou did some aboveground work and some clandes-

tine work down there? . 
A: Yes. 
Q: There was no strict separa tlon? Itwas you who was doing both of them, Is tha t 

ro~O ' 
A: Well, yes. In other words-

.. --... _ .. -...... _--------.:.:..._--
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You know, you know basically who probably did I~ and If you're consc:lous ot 
what's going on in your community, yo~ have a pre", good idea of who doeS what 
or who did what. Eventual1y you hear about It, right? 

And If It's a particularly flagrant case, say If someone sot their last rent money 
mugged or maybe they were going to take a trip to see their kids and theY, can't 80, 
something like that, you go took up the guy, you icnow, you ask abou~ who did it, 
you try to rectify It. , ". ' t 

Q: When you say watch out for dope pushers, what are you ~lklni iboiltt ' 
A: I mean mostly the larger dope pushen, you know, dope pushers ~l are 

more-thatseU In quantity and thatusuaUyseU forprofil They~on'thav~.habi~intt 
theyarenotselling to keep thelrhablt up. They ireselllns slrfctly to gel over; 10 tnaUc4! 
money, and to, yo,:, know, get theirs. So these forces are destructive In the commu­
nity and there have to be measures taken to stop this. 

Q: Are there ~ny other programs that you know of? '., . 
At Yea. There Is always a program where there Is a rather powerleSs people, t~e 

people without much power, people that are too weak to defend themht~es, ani:l 
that Is a method of retaliation. ., .. 

Q: Retaliation? What do you mean by retaliation? . 
A: It means that-say there fs a particularly flagraril vlolatloh of a ~ lit the 

commtmlty and they arenotabJe to defend themselves. in particular, t8lceai~ nice 
10 year old kIds getting killed In the Black community. t think II's &iHUhon 
knowledge that-

, Mr. Lltl: Objection your Honor. ' . 
The Courtt Yes, common knowledge, we assume the Jury has common lcnbwl-

edge, common sense, right? . 
Th~ Witness: You're right. , ' 
At I'm talking about blatantly flagrant murders, oppression. For insbmce, c8Sf!S 

like 10 year old Clifford C10ver being shot by a policeman, I think 1 t y@Atold Rlclcy 
Bolden, he was shot by a policeman, 12 year old Rita Lloyd over in Brpo~yit,,8he~as 
shot by a pollceman, Rabbit Wells over in New Jersey, he was shot by a pollcem4n­
he was 12 or 13-lncldents like these that are parHcularJy flagrant, whei'A the 
community is Indignant, mad, because of it, and In particular cases whete-tike 
Patrolman Shea. HE shot this kid Qifford Clover In the back. He said the kid hald a 
gun and was turning to shoot him, yet the kid was !;hot square in the back. the kid 
said, "I'm dying, help me," and he said, "Die you ll~tle luck," and he was acquitted 
by an all white Jury. . . 

Q: So how would this retaliation take place? ", 
A: Well, as the Bible says, " An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth." So thallf 

you walt on the courts to dispense justice, and they don't, then any commuitlty; and 
any person that won't defend himself, Is onty asking to be tateen advantage 01 and 
to be used and abused by everybody in the world. 

So that there are milltary forces that are avaiJable that they take upon themselves 
to bring justice to the Black community in indictments like this by retaliaUng on 
whoever does It, whether they are police, whether they are gangsters, whether they 
are whatever. Anybody who does things like this, they 8et off scot-tree, then tht!re 
are forces to retaliate. 

. Q: Do the same people who do public political work do this same kind of 
underground military work? " " 

A: No, there Is a strict separation between underground military work, and 
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people that work aboveground, that do public work. 
0: Did you ever work eland iStlhety in &iy sort of way? 
A: Yes, I did.' • 
Q: What way did you work clandestinely? · 

, Ai Simply the thing whete I told you I changed my name, changed my location. 
I waS living In New York and I wenUo Alabama and under. difCerenlnatne I began 
to organize both at the time abovegroWld and underground toO. Aboveground, 
organizing plOpte atoWld basic necessities, food clothing shelter. 

ThIS was 4 particular different situatii;it In that I wall organizing in rural 
Aiabatn'i And It was a small toWh thdt ~as mostly an all-Black 'reel for 30,40 mUes 
-around, ahd I Wit living oil A COmmUnal atm. 

50 that I used to show revolutionary movies, movies like Battle of th41 Algiers, A 
Luta Continua, or whatever, as i maha of attracting people, and then having 
di~ionsin thecommunity,fmdlng ouUvhat theprobJems were in there4\rea,and 
alsoorganlzlbgtbeyouthofthecommunltytodefend tbepeopteln theeommunity 
and to help them to work with them, to kind of look out together Cor each otqer. 

But really a lot of this is already-a lot of this is really east because thete's still ! 
sense of community or togethemessln the South because of cohdltions tiley have 
pe through. So to me it was kind of easy to instill this. 

, Q: You said you also worked miUbliily. When you worked iniUtarily, did there 
ever come a tUne when you were captured? 

A: Yes. 
Q: How did it happen? 
As W.u, when Iwas in Alabama I used tacome back (0 New York eVery now and 

then to take care of, you know, particular things. So I came back once and I was going 
back down south.! was driving along the New Jersey Turnpike, me, Assata Shakur 
and Zayd Shakut, and a state trooper pulled us over. A shoot-out ensued. Zayd 
Shakur w4sldUed, a state trooper was killed, another state trooper was wounded, 
Assata Shakurwas wounded and captured, and I was captured. 

Q: Have you'heard of COINTELPRO? 
kYee. . 

· Q: What is that? 
: Mt~ tid: Objection. 

The CoUrt: Sustained. 
Q:In thedandestlne fonnation underground that you say you Were a part of, can 

you teU me what is ,the main principle of the clandestine formation? 
A: The principle? The lunda mental principle of any underground fonnation has 

to be seaecy. That's basically what makes it underground. If it wasn't secret, it 
wouldn't be'an underground Connation. 

Q: When you say secrecy, Is itpennissible to talk to people who 4re hol involved 
in the work about actual military work that has been going on or is going to be done? 

A: No. , 
. QiNever? 

" Ai Never. 
. 0: Hav. you ever heard the term "undergroWld railroad"? 
A: Yes. 
Q: What does that mean? 
A: The underground railroad was the system during slavery where slaves used 

tn n~"'~ne to the north and Into Canada, Into a free state, in particular, Philadelphia 
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The Witness: I can't answer it any better than that. He asked me what I mean by 
retaliation. 

Q: Well, would retaliation include, for example, shooting a policeman? 
A: I don't know. 
Ms. Tiposraph: Objection, your Honor. 
The Court: The answer is "1 don't know." l'111el it stand. 
Q: Do you know if Police Officer Waverly Brown in Nyack ever shot any 

children? 
A: 1 don't know. 
Q: Do you know lfSergeant Edward O'Crady in Nyack ever shot any children? 
Mr. MoguleScu: Objection. 
The Court: No. 
A: I don't know. 
Q: Do you know if William Moroney, a Brink's guard ever shot any children? 
A: 1 don't know. ' 
Q: Do you know if Peter Paige who is also a guard with the Brinks company ever 

shot any children? 
A: I don't know. I do know police who have shot <"hildren. 
Mr. Litt: I move to strike, your Honor, the last pal t of the answer. 
The Court: It is stricken. 
Q: Now, you testified also about an organization called the Black Liberation 

Anny? 
A: That's correct. 
Q: When 'was this formed, what year? , 
A: t don't know. I know approximately when it was formed. 
Q: Approximately, as best you can? 
A: Approximately '71, '70, '71, '72. 
Q: Were you a member? 
A: I am a member. 
Q: You are a member? You mean even as of today? 
A: Right. 
Q: And this was, you testified, a clandestine orga :tization? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And you testified at length on direct examinatk n concerning the differences 

between clandestine work and aboveground work; do you recall testifying about 
that? 

A: Yes. 
Q: And you gave some examples 'of clandestine work, do you remember that? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And you talked about community watches. Do you remember that? 
Q:Yes. 
Q: Was that clandestine work? 
A: Community watches? 
Q:Yes. 
A: It could be, some could, some couldn't . 
Q: It is like a block patrol, is that right, people wale :hing over the neighborhood? 
A: It is basicaUy people-whichever way they fori nit. 
Q: And you testified that there was a strict separation betwee~ clandestine work 

and aboveground work, is that correct? 
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A: Yes. 
Q: And it was in Manhatla n, is that correct? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Next door to the courthouse here? 
A: I don't know. You know-
The Court: It doesn't matter. 
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A: I came through a tunnel so I don't exactly know where 1 am. 
Q: And you testified that there was an acquittal, is that right? 
A: Yes. 
Q: When was that acquittal? Do you remember the date? 
A: May of 1971. ',,,:.. ' 
Q: And so, as of 1971, there had been a trial of this case and an acquittal, Is that 

correct? 
A: Yes. 
Q: What aimes were you convicted of? . 
A: Murder of a state trooper, asSault with intent to kill, armed robberY and megal 

possession of weapons. . . 
Q: And what sentence were you given? ' 
A: Life sentence and 30 years consecutive. 
Q: And since that time have you been convicted of any other crimes? 
A: I have been convicted of attempted escape. 
Q: And when was that? 
A: Approximately a couple of months ago. 
Q: And what sentence did you receive for that? 
A: Five years concurrent. 
Q: And that was pursuan~ to a guilty plea, am I right? 
A: That's correct. 
Q: It was a guilty plea that ~'ou negotiated with the govemment, is that correct? 
A: Yes, basically. 
Q:And that is to say thatyoIJ made an agreement with the govemment that you 

would plea guilty in exchange for a commitment of a five-year concurrent sentence? 
A: Yes, I was defending myself, right. 
Q: Now, you also on your direct examina tion referred to some children who you 

said were shot, is that right? 
A: Several of them. Rita Lloyd, Ricky Bolden, Oifford CloVer, Rabbit Wells and 

a five-year-old kid out in Los Angeles about six our seven months ago. 
Q: But you did refer to those people? . 
A: Yes, 1 did. 
Q: That was the ,question 1 asked you, sir. And you testified that there was some 

retaliation taken, is that right? 
A: No.1 testified that there, 'ere forces available to retaliate In a situation, blatant 

situation like that. . 
Q: What sort of retaliation were you talking about? 
A: RetaliatiOn. Whatever the forces deCided to do in retaUation. 
Q: Can you give us some examples? 
Ms. Tlpograph: Objection, Judge, asked and answered. 
The Court: No, I'll permit it. Go ahead. Answer if you caft. 
The Witness: Huh? 
The Court: Can you answer it better? 
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or Missourl-l think Missouri was a free state-Boston. 
What it was was a serles of safe houses, where If a slive made It to tills location, 

then someonewoutd come and transrerhlm to thene"(t location, maybewaa, ffialtbe 
ride, or whatever, but get him to the next location. 

,So that these houses, whatever their locations where the slave wOtilclsbly on lhe 
joumey north, were known as stations, and the whole .,roct!ss or MCii~~ IfOm 
south to north or to Canada or wherever was called tl\e underground tal1f61d. 

Q: Doc!s that still exist, an underground raitrotld? . 
A: Yes, it does, and ltexists now for people tha tworkctandestinely ~d tttaUiavi 

to move around the country, or whichever, in order to accomplish ~~ves. 
Q: So you have different houses in different areas £Or the PUtPoi' Oft;llnA ALte 

to move from one spot to the other? , 
At Yes, and for the purpose or-yes, for the P':lrpose of being abte lO il\cWe, the 

purpose ofbelng abte toresl, live, or whatever, wlthbtittielng appreHlffided, wUitbut 
everyone knowing your business. 

Mr. Odlnsa: One minute Judge, please. 
The Court: Sure. (pause) 
Q: Do you know If I ever went to trial for the Panther 21 case? 
A: No. 
Q: Old you ever go to trial on it? 
At Yes, 1 did. 
Q: What happened. • ,I 

At We were In Jail OVer two years, going to triat an~ to hharingS. $eVetAt ~ple 
were let out on ball attet i while. The balt was $ioo,ooo ai tha~ tlllll§, whldt flA the 
equivalent of almost $500,000 now, because it was 1969. ' 

Some people C4lt~ the Computer Peopli! lor l'MC6 ~t!htualty fil~ my ~,u, 
but when It came lime to be baned out, thi! Judge! said, "WeU, I'm nol jOJ1\j to ball 
you out, and furthennote, I'm not goln~ ~o ball inth6cty l!iie oul" 

Mr. Lilt: Object to this your Honor. 
The Court: Yes. The question is what event~ally happened. 
The Witness: I was eventually going to get to that 
Mr. Lllt: I object to the intermediate steps. 
The Court: Don't worry about it. What happeneci? 
A: To make a long stol)' short, we were 811ln jad Eo. over two t~rs, iVe went to 

trial for a solid year and a half, or Sonietitlhg like mat, And bt l~s than tWO hti\tts the 
jury brought back a not guilty verdld, eveljrOrtt!, flios' \hal were ipiftliWtded Ihd 
those that were not apprehended... " 

Q: Thank you Brothf!r AeoU.t don'l have an~ore qiidHons. 
The Court: All rlghl Anybody else froih lilt dUMts.liave shy 4dt.llons? 
Ms. Tlpo~r3ph: One moment, fudge. (patisi!) 
The Court: Anybody else have any questions? 
Ms. Tlpograph: Yes, Judge. 
The Court: AU right. 

CRosS-EXAMINAtiON It Ms. ttttlGttAPIl: 
. 

Q: Good morning Mr. AcoU. 
A: Cood morning. 
Q: Mr. Odinga was asking you aboul your caplure on the New Jersey Tumpike. 
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A: Yes. 
Q: And the shoot-out that ensued. 
AlYea. 
CJ: Were you convicted? 
A: Yes,l was convicted. 
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Q: And you're in jail now because of the conviction? 
AlYea. . 
Q: eouid you tell the jury a Uttle bit about the circumstances of how that shoot-

out~? . 
Mr. Utta Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. .. . 
Ms. tipopaph: Judge, can I be heard? 
The CoUrb No. 
~. npopaph:Judge,1 am certain the governmentls going to bring out the fact 

that Mr. Aeoll was convicted of a crime­
Mr. Utb I object to any discussion. 
The Court: The answer is no. " 
Q: Could you explain what happened on the Turnpike that day, Mr. Aeo1l? 
Mr. Ult: Objection. 
The Court: He was convlctE d, That's as Ear as we'll go with it. 
Ms. nl'ograph: Judge, I have the dght to ask him about the nature of his 

conviction.l am certain the government wl1l ask hlm- . 
111, CoUrt: You can ask him what the conviction was lor if you want to. 
Ms. TlpoSdph: Judge, t woutd Uke to be heard outside the hearing of the jury. 
The Court: No. 
Ms! 11popph: Judg~, then I wni make a record in front of the Jury. 

, ~i Codrt:~. Tipograph, yo~ will not. I make rulings and that'slt. 
Ms. tlpopph: I understand that Judge. I am trying to eonductan examination 

of Mr. Acoll and I seem to be prevented from doing so by the govemment and the 
court 

I would like to speak to the court, Judge, outside the hearing of the Jury so that 
we can resolve this, so that we can precede in a manner- . 

The Court: AU right, I will let you. 
)'ou go out ladies and gentlemen, and I will hear this. Go ahead. Oury eXcused) 
';lb. Court: Okay Miss Tipograph, ~hat do you want to say? 
Ms. Tlpogiapb: Judge, I assume that when the government has their opportu­

nityto aoss-examine Mr. Acoll, among the questions they are going to ask him will 
have to do with the fact that he was convicted of killing a stale trooper and he was, 
in fact, arrested with Assata Shakur, who was charged as being somebody who the-

The Court: He has already testified that he was with Assata Shakur, that the 
other person he was with-and I'm sorry, I didn't get the name­

The Witness: Zayd Shakur. 
The Court: Zayd Shakur was killed and a state trooper was killed .. 
Now, if you want to ask him ifhewas convicted of murder, fine. The government 

is not going to go any further with it, because if they do, I am going to stop them. 
Ms. Tipograph:Judge, perhaps you could explain it to llie, because 1 am at sort 

of a loss. The government put on as a witness in their, case a man by the name of 
Tyrone Rison, who admitted a countless number of crimes and was promised not to 
go to JaU essentially for testifying on behalf of the govemment. they were allowed 
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Q: Would you explain that to me? 
A: A political prisoner is an individual who has struggled as a means to liberate 

his people and he has been jailed either for his beliefs or for his speech or for basically 
his political beliefs and concepts. 

Q: So my understanding is that a political prisoner is a person who is in jail for 
what you say or for what he believes or what he teaches, is that right? 

A: Yes. 
Q: And probably who he teaches it to, is that correct? 
k~ , 
Q: Whereas a prisoner of war who has engaged in some type of freedom struggle 

or armed struggle, he's in Jail because of that, is that right? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And because there Is some suspicion that he might be? 
A: Some suspicion. 
Q: And I think you described the Black Libera tion Anny before, is that correct? 

. A: Yes. An armed organization to help defend Black people, to fight for Black 
people and organize the Black people's movement militarily. ' 

Q: Why did Black people need to defend and wha ~ Was the rea~ why­
Mr. L1tt: Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. 
Q: But you are familiar with the documents in there, Is that correct? 
A: Yes. 
Q: If my understanding is correct, you didn;t write these dod.lmenis, they came 

from the FBI themselves? 
A: They came directly from the FBI files. They were in the FBi files. 
Q: Secret files? 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
A: Secret until made-
Mr. L1tt: Objection and move to strike such answl~r as there was. 
The Court: Yes, sustained. 
Mr. Lumumba: I don't have any further question!1 at this time Judge. 
The Court: Okay. Anybody else? Do you have any questions Mr. Lilt? 
Mr. Lltt: Yes, your Honor. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. LID: 

Q: Cood afternoon now, Mr. Aco1i? 
A: Cood afternoon. ',' 
Q: You mentioned inyo\lrdirecte~amination aca~ewhich you referred toa~ the 

Panther 21 case? 
A: Yes. 
Q: When were the arrests made in that case. 
A: April 2nd, 1969. 
Q: And you said to your recollection 13 people ~t to trial in that case, is that 

correct? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And you were one of them? 
A: Yes. 
Q: That was trial before a court and jury, is that right? 
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that they could continue the struggle. \. 
Q: These people being dri\ en underground were the same people doing the 

breakfast programs and other community service programs? 
A: Yes. They were the sam\people. 
Q: Had these people, to the best of your knowledge, ever went out and ~ttacked 

a police officer or a police station? 
A: Not that I knew of. 
Q: Now, you talked about some of the problems with the leadership. What was 

the source of that? 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. " 
The Court: I'm not sure where the question/is gOing. 
Mr. Lumumba: It's not going much farther. 
The Court: Co ahead and answer. 
A: The basic problem with t:\e leadership is that the leaders had become victims 

of COINTELPRO programs, they were afraid and they had been intimidated. 
Mr. Lltt: Objection. 
A: And they decided to sa,,'e their own skin by selling out. 
Mr. Utt: I'll move to strike the answer. 
The Court: No, I'll Jet it stand. 
Q: Did there ever become at'yway in which you were able toconflrm the fact that 

the leaders were targeted by the COINTELPRO program? 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
The Court: Yes. Sustained. 
Q: You indicated what hapt,ens is that certain aboveground actlvitiescontinued 

with different people, is that correct? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Now, did aboveground people, did there ever come times when they also 

suffered from repression evert after the early 70's and late 6O's7 
A: Yes. 
Q: And what sorts of of'pression on these people who continued to work 

aboveground, we're talking about in the 70's, so on and so forth, continued to suffer? 
Mr. Litt: Objection. 
The Court: Yes,sustained. 
Q: Were the courts ever used to the best of your knowledge in this repression 

framework? • . 
A: Yes. 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. 
Q: Now, talk~g about- have you ever heard the term "prisoner of war"? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Do you know what that means and what it is? 
A: Yes. 1 am a prisoner of war. , 
Q: And will you explain to me what ihat means? 
A: A prisoner of war is ! revolutionary who has engaged In ads of armed 

struggle who has been capt\: red by various agents in armed struggle against an 
oppressive state. He has been :aptured by the state. Therefore he becomes a prisoner 

• 
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to extensively go Into the background of those crimes, the promise he had been 
made, for the purpose of, quote, rehabilitating their witness, which Is an ad I don't 
even think the government is capable of In this situation. 

I think the defense should have the same rlght.Judge, and particularly with Mr. 
AcoU, who has very Significant testimony to offer on behalf of Mr. OdInp as Wen 
as all the other defendants In this case, or at least my cUent,Judge, In terms of what 
the revolutionary movement Is about and what the nature of the underground 
movements are versus public movements, and I think he should have the oppottu­
nity to do that, an opportunity to explain that to the Jury. 

The Court: What does this have to do with the shoot-out on the NeW Jettey 
Turnpike? \ 

Ms. Tlposraph: Judge, I believe that if Mr. Aeon was altowed to tes~ I~ to the 
circumstances of the shoot-out and what happened beforehand,hewoutd '*tkat;c;ut 
the fact that, as a result of the repression and attacks on the Black Pahttier "ttY Ihd 
other organizations and individuals in the Black me-vement, people were foidfd to 
go undergrount:! and that shoot-out was, in fact, lnsi'lred by "shoot to kitl" orders 
which were Issued to police departments all over the country for peOple Uke Assitta 
Shakur, who after the shoot-out was tried and acqullted of ill charges Eotwhidt ahe 
was apparently hunted on. . . 

. I think that's an explanation the Jury Is entitled to, Judge, becaUSi tin, ot Ute 
. things that the government has done, Judge, Is to inCl'ease the helrioui natuie of the 
alleged es~ape of -excuse me, not ,alleged-~e esc~pe of Asseta Sb8kui, ahd the 
alleged participation of Mr. Odinga and Miss Baraldlnland thatis tochat&cWiZt! the 
nature of what she was in Jail for, being the murder of a ~tate trooper, which t dilhk 
is serious in the eyes of the Jury, and certainly with out an explanation woutd til! very 
prejudicial to the defendants in the eyes of the Jury. . . 

The Court: Now, you want to ask about the circumstances. The answer Is no. 
They don't get to ask him a~ut the circumstances either. So their Is no unfilmfss. 
He has already testified to it. That's as far as you.go. . 

Ms. Tlposraph: Judge, I believe that their witness testified to the drcumstances. 
Peter Middleton went through story after stOry and tate after tale,Jttdge, of, quote, 
training sessions that went on In parks, people ru.nnlng up and down, Mutulu 
Shakur was telling them, ''You do this, and you do that." 

The Court: Yes. • 
Ms. Tlpo8r.\ph: My client Is accused ofhelplng Assata ShakUl' escape ffdm Jail. 

Not only did she deny having any participation In th4~ bu~ part of tit" l'ieJudldJU 
nature of that being Included in the lndldment wds Ute fact that AsMIa.ShafcUr •• 9 
characterized In the press as being the sou! of the bU, Ii teader of thti DU. hetl! Is 
a man, Mr. AcoU, who wa~ there and co~d certainty testify as to the dtcwnaiances 
of how the shoot-out took I'tace. . ~ 

The Court: The answer Is still no. He is not going to testify to it. You havt made 
your record. . . 

Ms. Tlpograph: One moment Judge. (pause) 1 hatve no further qu4sUdhi ,udge. 
The court has prevented me from asking tile tint of qtlestlonlng which I held 
prepared. . 

The Court: Okay. Anybody else? 
Mr. Lu"mumba: I'm going to examine him. 
The Court: You're going to examine also? Okay. 

•• -- ... ,.. t, .... ,., ~ hrP~k? 
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Mr. Mosulescu: Yes, I would request that. 
MI. nposraph: Judge, can we have five minutes, can we have three minutes? 
The Court: Hold on a minute. All right, take ten. 
The Witness: J~dge~ can I get some cigarettes from the lawyer? 
The Court: The MarshaUs \\ -ill get you some dgarettes • 
The Witness: Judge, they always say that and then when they get me back there 

by myself, I get nothing. 
-The Court: I don't have any cigarettes. 
The Witness: I know it. 

-Th. CoUtb We will get you some cigarettes. 
(The MarshaU tugs on the witness' hand.) 
Th. Wlt.,_: Get your It/?I hands off me. 

.. . (audlem'8 chants: Take your hands off himl Take your hands off him!. .. ) 
. (The Marshall releases the witness' hand) . 

(ReceSs) 
(open court; jury not present) 

. Sundfata AmU resumed. 
. Th. Witness: Judge, they didn't give me any dgarettes. 
11Ie Court: I'm told there's a special mOnitoring situation. 

, nt6 Wlln,": MonltorlrtS to smoke a cigarette? 
'. 1h_ tOtid: Yes, we11 have to Ylillt. Bring the Jury out. 

Mt. Odlnp They're afrald you11 make a bOmb out of it. 
'l'bi WI~_: They be crazy Uke that aU week. 

. MI. TiitO~ph: Judge, can I 'pproach the witness and say three words to him 
before the JUry comea in? 

The Co,art: ~ it going to be something-okay. 
. (pause: witness warmly greets Ms. Tipograph.) 
Outy pttsent) . 
The Coud: AU right, be seated. AU right Mr. Lumumba. ., 

CBQSs-uAMINATlQN BY MB, WMUMBA: 

Q: Good moming, Brother Amll. 
As Good morning Brother Lumumba. . 
Qs I have a few questions I would like to ask you. My understanding is before I 

came In youehared with us some of the things which happened in the 60's and early 
70's in relationship with the Black Panther Party, Is that correct? 

. As Yes, that's true.. \ 
Q: Did ~ere ever come a time when you discovered that there was a specific 

documented pattern of activities which you were encoWltering at that time? 
As Yea. 
Mr. Utt: Objection. 
Th. Court: It is a late objection. Let the "yes" stand. 

. Mr.ltth I was walting until after the "yes." 
111e court: Okay. ' 
Q: Was there some consciousness at that time of the source and the reasons of 

why these things were taking place? 
Mr. Lltt: Objection. 
A: Yes. 
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organization. 

Other groups were Nation of Islam, which wer-~ known as Not ilie Black 
Panther Party and almost any organized Black group that had any kirid of organi· 
zation behind it. Those are the only ones I can think of. MM. Revolution'ry Action 
Movement, that was one. 

Q: Do.you remember the Republic of New Afrika? 
A: And the Republic of New Afrika, right. 
Q: Now, Brother Acoli-
A:~ . 
Q: -at the lime that you were in the Black Panther Party, I assume that you 

testified as to the types of activities that you were abcn.il, is that correel? 
A: Somewhat. 
Q: Would you share those with me, just brieRy, in :mmmary form because 1 was 

not here. 
Mr. Littt Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. 
Q: Did there ever come a time when a group was formed called the Black 

Uberation Army, to the best of your knowtedge? 
A: Yes. . • 
Q: And the Black Liberation Army, wllat was its obJlidiveS and pUfPO~? t . 

A: Its objective was to defend Black peopte, lo figntlot btack peopti, If\cl td 
organize Black people militarily so that they can ddend themsetvQ lhidugt\ a 
people's army and a people's war. . 

Q: Did this group ever have as its purpose murder or robbery or anything of that 
nature? 

A: No . 
Q: And was this a public group or not? 
A: No, it was clandestine, secret group, Underground group. 
Q: And did this group, to the best of your knowledge, ever participaU! In any 

murders or robberies or anything like that? 
A: Not that I knew of. 
Q: And did that group get formed before or after this repreSSion that you were 

talking about? 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
Mr. Lumumba: It is very relevant, Judge. 
~L~~doo. . 
The Court: Yes, itisin poor form. Theql1e~ti()n i~w"endid thegrollpgeHormed, 

that is a direct question. .,' . 
Mr. Lumumba: Thank You Judge. 
A: The Black Liberation Army was formed after the repression began. to come 

down on the Black Panther Party and people in the Pal~ty were seeing that thefe had 
to be a clear separation between military apparatUS and aboveground apparatus 
and they were waiting on the leaders to make this dedsion. But by thfttt,lt seemed 
like the leaders had sold-out to get out of jail and for $fOO apirbnerits, sudi is Hitey 
P.Newton,BldrldgeCeaver, Bobby Seale, so that they weren'tinteieSlediitmilkllig 
decisions tQ save the movement. So that people begal' to take it on ~elt own since 
they were the ones getting killed in the process, they were getting framed up and 
getting arrested and driven underground all around the country. They took it upon 
themselves to do what was necessary so that the organization could be saved ahd 
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A: Yes. 
The Court; I'll pennit the "yes" to stand. 
Q: And can you explain to me the drcumstances surrounding it? 
Mr. LI": Objection. 
Th' ~9~Jt: Yes. Sustained~ 
Q: Pid the intemal proble:ns that developed in the Panther Party contribute to 

persons, 1 think as you indicated before, going underground? 
A:¥es • 

. Q: An4 ~id it contribute to the procedures that you suggested in relationship to 
not using certaln identities or using certain Id!~tities? 

A: ¥es, ",cst definitely. '. ~:, 
Q: Wh~t were the circumstances surrounding those internal problems? 
Pdf. Lin: Objection. 
The COllrt: Yes, I guess so. Sustained. 
Mr. Luqaumba: It doesn't loo}c like they want to know. 
Q: Now, Prother Acoli, the documents that you have In front of you, would it be 

safe to say that those documents in fact confirmed your conclusions as to what was 
hap~ing at the time? 
~. Lilt: Objection. 
The Coprt: Did you receive the documents or read the documents? 
Mr. Lumumba: Yes. When you received them and read them, what was the 

purpose of that? 
The Court: 1 assume to read them. 
Mr. Lumumba: usually you read something for a purpose. You an go home and 

do your homework-
The Court: Objection sus tained. 
Q: Were there any group!> that became victims to the best of your knowledge of 

the same kind of activities which contributed to people going underground or was 
it a problem that occurred to the whole movement? 

A: It was a nationwide movement problem, especially the Black Liberation 
movement. 

Q: You say it was a nationwide problem. So who did it occur to besides the 
Panthers? 

Mr. LiH: Objection. 
The Court: 111 pennit it. 
~: It occurred to any organized Black group. In particular the groups that were, 

some in particular were SNCC, SCLC .... 
Q: Who's organization Is SCLC? 
Mr. LiH: Obj~tion. 
The Court: Yes, sustained. 
Mr. Lilt: Could you direct the witness not to start answering until the objection 

is ruled on. 
The Court: Please. 
Q: Go on? 
A:SNCC. Student Non-Violent Coordinating CODlmittee movement, which w as 

an organization head~ by­
Mr. LiH: Objection. 
'I11e Court: Just answer to the question of which organization. 
A: SCLC. Which was the Southern Christian Leadership Coalition, a southern 
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The Coum Yes. We~ 111 let the "y." ,tand, but 1'11\ not sure what the question 
meant or the answer; Co a1\ead. . . 

Q:1'mshowinSyp'ulcnowwhatlsmar~1!xhlbltZforldentificationpurposes. 
Actually it Is Sunnl-Ml ~blt Za~' w~, to a~k you lfyou are famUiar with that 
exhibit? .;. . 

. A: Yes, I have &e9I\ this document be,forf!, Of documents Uke these. 
Q: When woul41t hav, been tha* ya~ ttave ~ documents like these? 
A: When I ord~ my own :P~m pf Information files and had seen other 

people's in the moveJ1l~t, eeelng their ~om of Information fdes, people like 
Assata Shakur, Preec;tonl of InCormatlon Illes on Zayd Sl'akur. Dhoruba Moore sent 
me a copy of his Preedom of Informatio~ Itl" and various other people around the 
country that were In tile movement. . 

Q: Oleay, you have now Indicated, if 1 am not wrong and I can be corrected if 1 
am, In terms of your direct examination by Brother Odinga, of things which 
happened to, I think you mentioned, Fred Hampton and various other persons, is 
that correct? 

A: That's correct. 
Q: And you talke4 about 'the Black Panther Party, Is that correct? 
A: Correct. 
Q: Now, how do you know that these things are true, that these things actually 

occurred? 
Mr. Litt: Objection. What things are we talking about exactly? 
The Court: I don't know. Sustained. 
Q: Let's speak to the question of the Black Panther Party which encountered 

some difficulty in the late 60's and early 70's. 
k~. ~ ~ 

Q: Their difficulties relate to harassment and oppression fro~ the Pederal 
Bureau of InvestJptlon? " ' ., I ';-,'1" 

Mr. Litts Objection. . ':' .:~ 
The Court: Sustained. - .. ' . l· '. 
Mr. Lumumba:Judge, one thing that I want tomakec1ear,lamcross-Ga~g 

this ~ltness. ThIs Is not my witness. . ... ;':: ~;' 
·The Court: Okay. ' . ' ',i -'1 

Q: Theitepresslon that you talked aboutwhenMr. Odingaexamlnecl you,do You 
rememtier that? .' . , 

AlYes.; " 'l 

Qa And JUlt to refresh your memory, or my menlory because I wa8J\'t~ere, what 
were those things that you spoke of? ' :. I • 

Mr. Lilt: ObJection. 
The Court: Yes. 
Mr. Lltt: He wants to know what things? ' 
Mr. Liimumba: I want t9 make it clear just so I am not misstating anything. 
The Courb Co ahead, next question. 
Q: Do you remember the things that you spoke of In relationship with repres­

sion? 
A.Yea. 
Q: Well did any kind of internal problems develop in the Panther Party because 

of repression? 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. ;'. 
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A: Yes. 
The Court; I'll pennit the "yes" to stand. 
Q: And can you explain to me the drcumstances surrounding it? 
Mr. LI": Objection. 
Th' ~9~Jt: Yes. Sustained~ 
Q: Pid the intemal proble:ns that developed in the Panther Party contribute to 

persons, 1 think as you indicated before, going underground? 
A:¥es • 

. Q: An4 ~id it contribute to the procedures that you suggested in relationship to 
not using certaln identities or using certain Id!~tities? 

A: ¥es, ",cst definitely. '. ~:, 
Q: Wh~t were the circumstances surrounding those internal problems? 
Pdf. Lin: Objection. 
The COllrt: Yes, I guess so. Sustained. 
Mr. Luqaumba: It doesn't loo}c like they want to know. 
Q: Now, Prother Acoli, the documents that you have In front of you, would it be 

safe to say that those documents in fact confirmed your conclusions as to what was 
hap~ing at the time? 
~. Lilt: Objection. 
The Coprt: Did you receive the documents or read the documents? 
Mr. Lumumba: Yes. When you received them and read them, what was the 

purpose of that? 
The Court: 1 assume to read them. 
Mr. Lumumba: usually you read something for a purpose. You an go home and 

do your homework-
The Court: Objection sus tained. 
Q: Were there any group!> that became victims to the best of your knowledge of 

the same kind of activities which contributed to people going underground or was 
it a problem that occurred to the whole movement? 

A: It was a nationwide movement problem, especially the Black Liberation 
movement. 

Q: You say it was a nationwide problem. So who did it occur to besides the 
Panthers? 

Mr. LiH: Objection. 
The Court: 111 pennit it. 
~: It occurred to any organized Black group. In particular the groups that were, 

some in particular were SNCC, SCLC .... 
Q: Who's organization Is SCLC? 
Mr. LiH: Obj~tion. 
The Court: Yes, sustained. 
Mr. Lilt: Could you direct the witness not to start answering until the objection 

is ruled on. 
The Court: Please. 
Q: Go on? 
A:SNCC. Student Non-Violent Coordinating CODlmittee movement, which w as 

an organization head~ by­
Mr. LiH: Objection. 
'I11e Court: Just answer to the question of which organization. 
A: SCLC. Which was the Southern Christian Leadership Coalition, a southern 
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The Coum Yes. We~ 111 let the "y." ,tand, but 1'11\ not sure what the question 
meant or the answer; Co a1\ead. . . 

Q:1'mshowinSyp'ulcnowwhatlsmar~1!xhlbltZforldentificationpurposes. 
Actually it Is Sunnl-Ml ~blt Za~' w~, to a~k you lfyou are famUiar with that 
exhibit? .;. . 

. A: Yes, I have &e9I\ this document be,forf!, Of documents Uke these. 
Q: When woul41t hav, been tha* ya~ ttave ~ documents like these? 
A: When I ord~ my own :P~m pf Information files and had seen other 

people's in the moveJ1l~t, eeelng their ~om of Information fdes, people like 
Assata Shakur, Preec;tonl of InCormatlon Illes on Zayd Sl'akur. Dhoruba Moore sent 
me a copy of his Preedom of Informatio~ Itl" and various other people around the 
country that were In tile movement. . 

Q: Oleay, you have now Indicated, if 1 am not wrong and I can be corrected if 1 
am, In terms of your direct examination by Brother Odinga, of things which 
happened to, I think you mentioned, Fred Hampton and various other persons, is 
that correct? 

A: That's correct. 
Q: And you talke4 about 'the Black Panther Party, Is that correct? 
A: Correct. 
Q: Now, how do you know that these things are true, that these things actually 

occurred? 
Mr. Litt: Objection. What things are we talking about exactly? 
The Court: I don't know. Sustained. 
Q: Let's speak to the question of the Black Panther Party which encountered 

some difficulty in the late 60's and early 70's. 
k~. ~ ~ 

Q: Their difficulties relate to harassment and oppression fro~ the Pederal 
Bureau of InvestJptlon? " ' ., I ';-,'1" 

Mr. Litts Objection. . ':' .:~ 
The Court: Sustained. - .. ' . l· '. 
Mr. Lumumba:Judge, one thing that I want tomakec1ear,lamcross-Ga~g 

this ~ltness. ThIs Is not my witness. . ... ;':: ~;' 
·The Court: Okay. ' . ' ',i -'1 

Q: Theitepresslon that you talked aboutwhenMr. Odingaexamlnecl you,do You 
rememtier that? .' . , 

AlYes.; " 'l 

Qa And JUlt to refresh your memory, or my menlory because I wa8J\'t~ere, what 
were those things that you spoke of? ' :. I • 

Mr. Lilt: ObJection. 
The Court: Yes. 
Mr. Lltt: He wants to know what things? ' 
Mr. Liimumba: I want t9 make it clear just so I am not misstating anything. 
The Courb Co ahead, next question. 
Q: Do you remember the things that you spoke of In relationship with repres­

sion? 
A.Yea. 
Q: Well did any kind of internal problems develop in the Panther Party because 

of repression? 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. ;'. 
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Mr. Mosulescu: Yes, I would request that. 
MI. nposraph: Judge, can we have five minutes, can we have three minutes? 
The Court: Hold on a minute. All right, take ten. 
The Witness: J~dge~ can I get some cigarettes from the lawyer? 
The Court: The MarshaUs \\ -ill get you some dgarettes • 
The Witness: Judge, they always say that and then when they get me back there 

by myself, I get nothing. 
-The Court: I don't have any cigarettes. 
The Witness: I know it. 

-Th. CoUtb We will get you some cigarettes. 
(The MarshaU tugs on the witness' hand.) 
Th. Wlt.,_: Get your It/?I hands off me. 

.. . (audlem'8 chants: Take your hands off himl Take your hands off him!. .. ) 
. (The Marshall releases the witness' hand) . 

(ReceSs) 
(open court; jury not present) 

. Sundfata AmU resumed. 
. Th. Witness: Judge, they didn't give me any dgarettes. 
11Ie Court: I'm told there's a special mOnitoring situation. 

, nt6 Wlln,": MonltorlrtS to smoke a cigarette? 
'. 1h_ tOtid: Yes, we11 have to Ylillt. Bring the Jury out. 

Mt. Odlnp They're afrald you11 make a bOmb out of it. 
'l'bi WI~_: They be crazy Uke that aU week. 

. MI. TiitO~ph: Judge, can I 'pproach the witness and say three words to him 
before the JUry comea in? 

The Co,art: ~ it going to be something-okay. 
. (pause: witness warmly greets Ms. Tipograph.) 
Outy pttsent) . 
The Coud: AU right, be seated. AU right Mr. Lumumba. ., 

CBQSs-uAMINATlQN BY MB, WMUMBA: 

Q: Good moming, Brother Amll. 
As Good morning Brother Lumumba. . 
Qs I have a few questions I would like to ask you. My understanding is before I 

came In youehared with us some of the things which happened in the 60's and early 
70's in relationship with the Black Panther Party, Is that correct? 

. As Yes, that's true.. \ 
Q: Did ~ere ever come a time when you discovered that there was a specific 

documented pattern of activities which you were encoWltering at that time? 
As Yea. 
Mr. Utt: Objection. 
Th. Court: It is a late objection. Let the "yes" stand. 

. Mr.ltth I was walting until after the "yes." 
111e court: Okay. ' 
Q: Was there some consciousness at that time of the source and the reasons of 

why these things were taking place? 
Mr. Lltt: Objection. 
A: Yes. 
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organization. 

Other groups were Nation of Islam, which wer-~ known as Not ilie Black 
Panther Party and almost any organized Black group that had any kirid of organi· 
zation behind it. Those are the only ones I can think of. MM. Revolution'ry Action 
Movement, that was one. 

Q: Do.you remember the Republic of New Afrika? 
A: And the Republic of New Afrika, right. 
Q: Now, Brother Acoli-
A:~ . 
Q: -at the lime that you were in the Black Panther Party, I assume that you 

testified as to the types of activities that you were abcn.il, is that correel? 
A: Somewhat. 
Q: Would you share those with me, just brieRy, in :mmmary form because 1 was 

not here. 
Mr. Littt Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. 
Q: Did there ever come a time when a group was formed called the Black 

Uberation Army, to the best of your knowtedge? 
A: Yes. . • 
Q: And the Black Liberation Army, wllat was its obJlidiveS and pUfPO~? t . 

A: Its objective was to defend Black peopte, lo figntlot btack peopti, If\cl td 
organize Black people militarily so that they can ddend themsetvQ lhidugt\ a 
people's army and a people's war. . 

Q: Did this group ever have as its purpose murder or robbery or anything of that 
nature? 

A: No . 
Q: And was this a public group or not? 
A: No, it was clandestine, secret group, Underground group. 
Q: And did this group, to the best of your knowledge, ever participaU! In any 

murders or robberies or anything like that? 
A: Not that I knew of. 
Q: And did that group get formed before or after this repreSSion that you were 

talking about? 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
Mr. Lumumba: It is very relevant, Judge. 
~L~~doo. . 
The Court: Yes, itisin poor form. Theql1e~ti()n i~w"endid thegrollpgeHormed, 

that is a direct question. .,' . 
Mr. Lumumba: Thank You Judge. 
A: The Black Liberation Army was formed after the repression began. to come 

down on the Black Panther Party and people in the Pal~ty were seeing that thefe had 
to be a clear separation between military apparatUS and aboveground apparatus 
and they were waiting on the leaders to make this dedsion. But by thfttt,lt seemed 
like the leaders had sold-out to get out of jail and for $fOO apirbnerits, sudi is Hitey 
P.Newton,BldrldgeCeaver, Bobby Seale, so that they weren'tinteieSlediitmilkllig 
decisions tQ save the movement. So that people begal' to take it on ~elt own since 
they were the ones getting killed in the process, they were getting framed up and 
getting arrested and driven underground all around the country. They took it upon 
themselves to do what was necessary so that the organization could be saved ahd 
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that they could continue the struggle. \. 
Q: These people being dri\ en underground were the same people doing the 

breakfast programs and other community service programs? 
A: Yes. They were the sam\people. 
Q: Had these people, to the best of your knowledge, ever went out and ~ttacked 

a police officer or a police station? 
A: Not that I knew of. 
Q: Now, you talked about some of the problems with the leadership. What was 

the source of that? 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. " 
The Court: I'm not sure where the question/is gOing. 
Mr. Lumumba: It's not going much farther. 
The Court: Co ahead and answer. 
A: The basic problem with t:\e leadership is that the leaders had become victims 

of COINTELPRO programs, they were afraid and they had been intimidated. 
Mr. Lltt: Objection. 
A: And they decided to sa,,'e their own skin by selling out. 
Mr. Utt: I'll move to strike the answer. 
The Court: No, I'll Jet it stand. 
Q: Did there ever become at'yway in which you were able toconflrm the fact that 

the leaders were targeted by the COINTELPRO program? 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
The Court: Yes. Sustained. 
Q: You indicated what hapt,ens is that certain aboveground actlvitiescontinued 

with different people, is that correct? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Now, did aboveground people, did there ever come times when they also 

suffered from repression evert after the early 70's and late 6O's7 
A: Yes. 
Q: And what sorts of of'pression on these people who continued to work 

aboveground, we're talking about in the 70's, so on and so forth, continued to suffer? 
Mr. Litt: Objection. 
The Court: Yes,sustained. 
Q: Were the courts ever used to the best of your knowledge in this repression 

framework? • . 
A: Yes. 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. 
Q: Now, talk~g about- have you ever heard the term "prisoner of war"? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Do you know what that means and what it is? 
A: Yes. 1 am a prisoner of war. , 
Q: And will you explain to me what ihat means? 
A: A prisoner of war is ! revolutionary who has engaged In ads of armed 

struggle who has been capt\: red by various agents in armed struggle against an 
oppressive state. He has been :aptured by the state. Therefore he becomes a prisoner 
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to extensively go Into the background of those crimes, the promise he had been 
made, for the purpose of, quote, rehabilitating their witness, which Is an ad I don't 
even think the government is capable of In this situation. 

I think the defense should have the same rlght.Judge, and particularly with Mr. 
AcoU, who has very Significant testimony to offer on behalf of Mr. OdInp as Wen 
as all the other defendants In this case, or at least my cUent,Judge, In terms of what 
the revolutionary movement Is about and what the nature of the underground 
movements are versus public movements, and I think he should have the oppottu­
nity to do that, an opportunity to explain that to the Jury. 

The Court: What does this have to do with the shoot-out on the NeW Jettey 
Turnpike? \ 

Ms. Tlposraph: Judge, I believe that if Mr. Aeon was altowed to tes~ I~ to the 
circumstances of the shoot-out and what happened beforehand,hewoutd '*tkat;c;ut 
the fact that, as a result of the repression and attacks on the Black Pahttier "ttY Ihd 
other organizations and individuals in the Black me-vement, people were foidfd to 
go undergrount:! and that shoot-out was, in fact, lnsi'lred by "shoot to kitl" orders 
which were Issued to police departments all over the country for peOple Uke Assitta 
Shakur, who after the shoot-out was tried and acqullted of ill charges Eotwhidt ahe 
was apparently hunted on. . . 

. I think that's an explanation the Jury Is entitled to, Judge, becaUSi tin, ot Ute 
. things that the government has done, Judge, Is to inCl'ease the helrioui natuie of the 
alleged es~ape of -excuse me, not ,alleged-~e esc~pe of Asseta Sb8kui, ahd the 
alleged participation of Mr. Odinga and Miss Baraldlnland thatis tochat&cWiZt! the 
nature of what she was in Jail for, being the murder of a ~tate trooper, which t dilhk 
is serious in the eyes of the Jury, and certainly with out an explanation woutd til! very 
prejudicial to the defendants in the eyes of the Jury. . . 

The Court: Now, you want to ask about the circumstances. The answer Is no. 
They don't get to ask him a~ut the circumstances either. So their Is no unfilmfss. 
He has already testified to it. That's as far as you.go. . 

Ms. Tlposraph: Judge, I believe that their witness testified to the drcumstances. 
Peter Middleton went through story after stOry and tate after tale,Jttdge, of, quote, 
training sessions that went on In parks, people ru.nnlng up and down, Mutulu 
Shakur was telling them, ''You do this, and you do that." 

The Court: Yes. • 
Ms. Tlpo8r.\ph: My client Is accused ofhelplng Assata ShakUl' escape ffdm Jail. 

Not only did she deny having any participation In th4~ bu~ part of tit" l'ieJudldJU 
nature of that being Included in the lndldment wds Ute fact that AsMIa.ShafcUr •• 9 
characterized In the press as being the sou! of the bU, Ii teader of thti DU. hetl! Is 
a man, Mr. AcoU, who wa~ there and co~d certainty testify as to the dtcwnaiances 
of how the shoot-out took I'tace. . ~ 

The Court: The answer Is still no. He is not going to testify to it. You havt made 
your record. . . 

Ms. Tlpograph: One moment Judge. (pause) 1 hatve no further qu4sUdhi ,udge. 
The court has prevented me from asking tile tint of qtlestlonlng which I held 
prepared. . 

The Court: Okay. Anybody else? 
Mr. Lu"mumba: I'm going to examine him. 
The Court: You're going to examine also? Okay. 

•• -- ... ,.. t, .... ,., ~ hrP~k? 
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A: Yes. 
Q: And the shoot-out that ensued. 
AlYea. 
CJ: Were you convicted? 
A: Yes,l was convicted. 
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Q: And you're in jail now because of the conviction? 
AlYea. . 
Q: eouid you tell the jury a Uttle bit about the circumstances of how that shoot-

out~? . 
Mr. Utta Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. .. . 
Ms. tipopaph: Judge, can I be heard? 
The CoUrb No. 
~. npopaph:Judge,1 am certain the governmentls going to bring out the fact 

that Mr. Aeoll was convicted of a crime­
Mr. Utb I object to any discussion. 
The Court: The answer is no. " 
Q: Could you explain what happened on the Turnpike that day, Mr. Aeo1l? 
Mr. Ult: Objection. 
The Court: He was convlctE d, That's as Ear as we'll go with it. 
Ms. nl'ograph: Judge, I have the dght to ask him about the nature of his 

conviction.l am certain the government wl1l ask hlm- . 
111, CoUrt: You can ask him what the conviction was lor if you want to. 
Ms. TlpoSdph: Judge, t woutd Uke to be heard outside the hearing of the jury. 
The Court: No. 
Ms! 11popph: Judg~, then I wni make a record in front of the Jury. 

, ~i Codrt:~. Tipograph, yo~ will not. I make rulings and that'slt. 
Ms. tlpopph: I understand that Judge. I am trying to eonductan examination 

of Mr. Acoll and I seem to be prevented from doing so by the govemment and the 
court 

I would like to speak to the court, Judge, outside the hearing of the Jury so that 
we can resolve this, so that we can precede in a manner- . 

The Court: AU right, I will let you. 
)'ou go out ladies and gentlemen, and I will hear this. Go ahead. Oury eXcused) 
';lb. Court: Okay Miss Tipograph, ~hat do you want to say? 
Ms. Tlpogiapb: Judge, I assume that when the government has their opportu­

nityto aoss-examine Mr. Acoll, among the questions they are going to ask him will 
have to do with the fact that he was convicted of killing a stale trooper and he was, 
in fact, arrested with Assata Shakur, who was charged as being somebody who the-

The Court: He has already testified that he was with Assata Shakur, that the 
other person he was with-and I'm sorry, I didn't get the name­

The Witness: Zayd Shakur. 
The Court: Zayd Shakur was killed and a state trooper was killed .. 
Now, if you want to ask him ifhewas convicted of murder, fine. The government 

is not going to go any further with it, because if they do, I am going to stop them. 
Ms. Tipograph:Judge, perhaps you could explain it to llie, because 1 am at sort 

of a loss. The government put on as a witness in their, case a man by the name of 
Tyrone Rison, who admitted a countless number of crimes and was promised not to 
go to JaU essentially for testifying on behalf of the govemment. they were allowed 
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Q: Would you explain that to me? 
A: A political prisoner is an individual who has struggled as a means to liberate 

his people and he has been jailed either for his beliefs or for his speech or for basically 
his political beliefs and concepts. 

Q: So my understanding is that a political prisoner is a person who is in jail for 
what you say or for what he believes or what he teaches, is that right? 

A: Yes. 
Q: And probably who he teaches it to, is that correct? 
k~ , 
Q: Whereas a prisoner of war who has engaged in some type of freedom struggle 

or armed struggle, he's in Jail because of that, is that right? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And because there Is some suspicion that he might be? 
A: Some suspicion. 
Q: And I think you described the Black Libera tion Anny before, is that correct? 

. A: Yes. An armed organization to help defend Black people, to fight for Black 
people and organize the Black people's movement militarily. ' 

Q: Why did Black people need to defend and wha ~ Was the rea~ why­
Mr. L1tt: Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. 
Q: But you are familiar with the documents in there, Is that correct? 
A: Yes. 
Q: If my understanding is correct, you didn;t write these dod.lmenis, they came 

from the FBI themselves? 
A: They came directly from the FBI files. They were in the FBi files. 
Q: Secret files? 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
A: Secret until made-
Mr. L1tt: Objection and move to strike such answl~r as there was. 
The Court: Yes, sustained. 
Mr. Lumumba: I don't have any further question!1 at this time Judge. 
The Court: Okay. Anybody else? Do you have any questions Mr. Lilt? 
Mr. Lltt: Yes, your Honor. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. LID: 

Q: Cood afternoon now, Mr. Aco1i? 
A: Cood afternoon. ',' 
Q: You mentioned inyo\lrdirecte~amination aca~ewhich you referred toa~ the 

Panther 21 case? 
A: Yes. 
Q: When were the arrests made in that case. 
A: April 2nd, 1969. 
Q: And you said to your recollection 13 people ~t to trial in that case, is that 

correct? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And you were one of them? 
A: Yes. 
Q: That was trial before a court and jury, is that right? 
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A: Yes. 
Q: And it was in Manhatla n, is that correct? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Next door to the courthouse here? 
A: I don't know. You know-
The Court: It doesn't matter. 
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A: I came through a tunnel so I don't exactly know where 1 am. 
Q: And you testified that there was an acquittal, is that right? 
A: Yes. 
Q: When was that acquittal? Do you remember the date? 
A: May of 1971. ',,,:.. ' 
Q: And so, as of 1971, there had been a trial of this case and an acquittal, Is that 

correct? 
A: Yes. 
Q: What aimes were you convicted of? . 
A: Murder of a state trooper, asSault with intent to kill, armed robberY and megal 

possession of weapons. . . 
Q: And what sentence were you given? ' 
A: Life sentence and 30 years consecutive. 
Q: And since that time have you been convicted of any other crimes? 
A: I have been convicted of attempted escape. 
Q: And when was that? 
A: Approximately a couple of months ago. 
Q: And what sentence did you receive for that? 
A: Five years concurrent. 
Q: And that was pursuan~ to a guilty plea, am I right? 
A: That's correct. 
Q: It was a guilty plea that ~'ou negotiated with the govemment, is that correct? 
A: Yes, basically. 
Q:And that is to say thatyoIJ made an agreement with the govemment that you 

would plea guilty in exchange for a commitment of a five-year concurrent sentence? 
A: Yes, I was defending myself, right. 
Q: Now, you also on your direct examina tion referred to some children who you 

said were shot, is that right? 
A: Several of them. Rita Lloyd, Ricky Bolden, Oifford CloVer, Rabbit Wells and 

a five-year-old kid out in Los Angeles about six our seven months ago. 
Q: But you did refer to those people? . 
A: Yes, 1 did. 
Q: That was the ,question 1 asked you, sir. And you testified that there was some 

retaliation taken, is that right? 
A: No.1 testified that there, 'ere forces available to retaliate In a situation, blatant 

situation like that. . 
Q: What sort of retaliation were you talking about? 
A: RetaliatiOn. Whatever the forces deCided to do in retaUation. 
Q: Can you give us some examples? 
Ms. Tlpograph: Objection, Judge, asked and answered. 
The Court: No, I'll permit it. Go ahead. Answer if you caft. 
The Witness: Huh? 
The Court: Can you answer it better? 
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or Missourl-l think Missouri was a free state-Boston. 
What it was was a serles of safe houses, where If a slive made It to tills location, 

then someonewoutd come and transrerhlm to thene"(t location, maybewaa, ffialtbe 
ride, or whatever, but get him to the next location. 

,So that these houses, whatever their locations where the slave wOtilclsbly on lhe 
joumey north, were known as stations, and the whole .,roct!ss or MCii~~ IfOm 
south to north or to Canada or wherever was called tl\e underground tal1f61d. 

Q: Doc!s that still exist, an underground raitrotld? . 
A: Yes, it does, and ltexists now for people tha tworkctandestinely ~d tttaUiavi 

to move around the country, or whichever, in order to accomplish ~~ves. 
Q: So you have different houses in different areas £Or the PUtPoi' Oft;llnA ALte 

to move from one spot to the other? , 
At Yes, and for the purpose or-yes, for the P':lrpose of being abte lO il\cWe, the 

purpose ofbelng abte toresl, live, or whatever, wlthbtittielng appreHlffided, wUitbut 
everyone knowing your business. 

Mr. Odlnsa: One minute Judge, please. 
The Court: Sure. (pause) 
Q: Do you know If I ever went to trial for the Panther 21 case? 
A: No. 
Q: Old you ever go to trial on it? 
At Yes, 1 did. 
Q: What happened. • ,I 

At We were In Jail OVer two years, going to triat an~ to hharingS. $eVetAt ~ple 
were let out on ball attet i while. The balt was $ioo,ooo ai tha~ tlllll§, whldt flA the 
equivalent of almost $500,000 now, because it was 1969. ' 

Some people C4lt~ the Computer Peopli! lor l'MC6 ~t!htualty fil~ my ~,u, 
but when It came lime to be baned out, thi! Judge! said, "WeU, I'm nol jOJ1\j to ball 
you out, and furthennote, I'm not goln~ ~o ball inth6cty l!iie oul" 

Mr. Lilt: Object to this your Honor. 
The Court: Yes. The question is what event~ally happened. 
The Witness: I was eventually going to get to that 
Mr. Lllt: I object to the intermediate steps. 
The Court: Don't worry about it. What happeneci? 
A: To make a long stol)' short, we were 811ln jad Eo. over two t~rs, iVe went to 

trial for a solid year and a half, or Sonietitlhg like mat, And bt l~s than tWO hti\tts the 
jury brought back a not guilty verdld, eveljrOrtt!, flios' \hal were ipiftliWtded Ihd 
those that were not apprehended... " 

Q: Thank you Brothf!r AeoU.t don'l have an~ore qiidHons. 
The Court: All rlghl Anybody else froih lilt dUMts.liave shy 4dt.llons? 
Ms. Tlpo~r3ph: One moment, fudge. (patisi!) 
The Court: Anybody else have any questions? 
Ms. Tlpograph: Yes, Judge. 
The Court: AU right. 

CRosS-EXAMINAtiON It Ms. ttttlGttAPIl: 
. 

Q: Good morning Mr. AcoU. 
A: Cood morning. 
Q: Mr. Odinga was asking you aboul your caplure on the New Jersey Tumpike. 
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people that work aboveground, that do public work. 
0: Did you ever work eland iStlhety in &iy sort of way? 
A: Yes, I did.' • 
Q: What way did you work clandestinely? · 

, Ai Simply the thing whete I told you I changed my name, changed my location. 
I waS living In New York and I wenUo Alabama and under. difCerenlnatne I began 
to organize both at the time abovegroWld and underground toO. Aboveground, 
organizing plOpte atoWld basic necessities, food clothing shelter. 

ThIS was 4 particular different situatii;it In that I wall organizing in rural 
Aiabatn'i And It was a small toWh thdt ~as mostly an all-Black 'reel for 30,40 mUes 
-around, ahd I Wit living oil A COmmUnal atm. 

50 that I used to show revolutionary movies, movies like Battle of th41 Algiers, A 
Luta Continua, or whatever, as i maha of attracting people, and then having 
di~ionsin thecommunity,fmdlng ouUvhat theprobJems were in there4\rea,and 
alsoorganlzlbgtbeyouthofthecommunltytodefend tbepeopteln theeommunity 
and to help them to work with them, to kind of look out together Cor each otqer. 

But really a lot of this is already-a lot of this is really east because thete's still ! 
sense of community or togethemessln the South because of cohdltions tiley have 
pe through. So to me it was kind of easy to instill this. 

, Q: You said you also worked miUbliily. When you worked iniUtarily, did there 
ever come a tUne when you were captured? 

A: Yes. 
Q: How did it happen? 
As W.u, when Iwas in Alabama I used tacome back (0 New York eVery now and 

then to take care of, you know, particular things. So I came back once and I was going 
back down south.! was driving along the New Jersey Turnpike, me, Assata Shakur 
and Zayd Shakut, and a state trooper pulled us over. A shoot-out ensued. Zayd 
Shakur w4sldUed, a state trooper was killed, another state trooper was wounded, 
Assata Shakurwas wounded and captured, and I was captured. 

Q: Have you'heard of COINTELPRO? 
kYee. . 

· Q: What is that? 
: Mt~ tid: Objection. 

The CoUrt: Sustained. 
Q:In thedandestlne fonnation underground that you say you Were a part of, can 

you teU me what is ,the main principle of the clandestine formation? 
A: The principle? The lunda mental principle of any underground fonnation has 

to be seaecy. That's basically what makes it underground. If it wasn't secret, it 
wouldn't be'an underground Connation. 

Q: When you say secrecy, Is itpennissible to talk to people who 4re hol involved 
in the work about actual military work that has been going on or is going to be done? 

A: No. , 
. QiNever? 

" Ai Never. 
. 0: Hav. you ever heard the term "undergroWld railroad"? 
A: Yes. 
Q: What does that mean? 
A: The underground railroad was the system during slavery where slaves used 

tn n~"'~ne to the north and Into Canada, Into a free state, in particular, Philadelphia 

Brinks Trial Testinwny 

The Witness: I can't answer it any better than that. He asked me what I mean by 
retaliation. 

Q: Well, would retaliation include, for example, shooting a policeman? 
A: I don't know. 
Ms. Tiposraph: Objection, your Honor. 
The Court: The answer is "1 don't know." l'111el it stand. 
Q: Do you know if Police Officer Waverly Brown in Nyack ever shot any 

children? 
A: 1 don't know. 
Q: Do you know lfSergeant Edward O'Crady in Nyack ever shot any children? 
Mr. MoguleScu: Objection. 
The Court: No. 
A: I don't know. 
Q: Do you know if William Moroney, a Brink's guard ever shot any children? 
A: 1 don't know. ' 
Q: Do you know if Peter Paige who is also a guard with the Brinks company ever 

shot any children? 
A: I don't know. I do know police who have shot <"hildren. 
Mr. Litt: I move to strike, your Honor, the last pal t of the answer. 
The Court: It is stricken. 
Q: Now, you testified also about an organization called the Black Liberation 

Anny? 
A: That's correct. 
Q: When 'was this formed, what year? , 
A: t don't know. I know approximately when it was formed. 
Q: Approximately, as best you can? 
A: Approximately '71, '70, '71, '72. 
Q: Were you a member? 
A: I am a member. 
Q: You are a member? You mean even as of today? 
A: Right. 
Q: And this was, you testified, a clandestine orga :tization? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And you testified at length on direct examinatk n concerning the differences 

between clandestine work and aboveground work; do you recall testifying about 
that? 

A: Yes. 
Q: And you gave some examples 'of clandestine work, do you remember that? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And you talked about community watches. Do you remember that? 
Q:Yes. 
Q: Was that clandestine work? 
A: Community watches? 
Q:Yes. 
A: It could be, some could, some couldn't . 
Q: It is like a block patrol, is that right, people wale :hing over the neighborhood? 
A: It is basicaUy people-whichever way they fori nit. 
Q: And you testified that there was a strict separation betwee~ clandestine work 

and aboveground work, is that correct? 
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A: Yes. 
Q: And you 'testified that one of the things that the clandestine group did, the 

groups did, was to insure that they had the means to be able to continue their work? 
A: Yes. .. 
Q: And by that did you mean finandal means? 
A: Financial means, material means, whichever means. 
Q: Material means would include weapons? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And you would have to ;:ind a way to get weapons? 
A: Of course. . "1 " 

Q: Financial means would mean that you woulc1 have to find a way to buy things 
that were necessary and suppo:·t people if necessary, is that right? 

A: Yes. 
Q: One of the ways that you would do this is by something called expropriation? 
A: It could be. 
Q: What's an expropriation? 
A: Expropriation is method applied by liberation movements throughout th(! .. 

world. 
Q: What is it exactly? 
A: Expropriation? 
Q:Yes. 
A: It is a means of taking from the state, from the people that exploit the masses 

of people and using it for revobtionary aims. 
Q: When you say the state, do you also mean various organs ofcapltallshoclety? 
A: Most definitely. 
Q: Such as banks? 
A: That's one of them. 
Q: And when you say taking, you mean stealing, is that right? 
A: Taking. Taking is taking. 
Q: Taking by force, if nece~sary? 
A: Taking is taking. 
Mr. Litt: Could you pleas read tiack the question, please?- (Record read) 
Mr. Odinga: And the ans\\ er- (Record read) 
Q: I would like an answer 0 the question whether or not expropriation means 

taking by force if necessary? 
Mr. Odlnga: Oh, it has been answered. 
The Court: Go ahead, anS'ier it. 
A: It can, sure. 
Mr. Lilt: I didn't hear the answer. 
The Court: "It can, sure." 
Q: You testified,lbelieve, that some time after the Panther 21 trial that you ~ent 

down to Alabama, is that rigt,t? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And you testified that :tou did some aboveground work and some clandes-

tine work down there? . 
A: Yes. 
Q: There was no strict separa tlon? Itwas you who was doing both of them, Is tha t 

ro~O ' 
A: Well, yes. In other words-

.. --... _ .. -...... _--------.:.:..._--
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You know, you know basically who probably did I~ and If you're consc:lous ot 
what's going on in your community, yo~ have a pre", good idea of who doeS what 
or who did what. Eventual1y you hear about It, right? 

And If It's a particularly flagrant case, say If someone sot their last rent money 
mugged or maybe they were going to take a trip to see their kids and theY, can't 80, 
something like that, you go took up the guy, you icnow, you ask abou~ who did it, 
you try to rectify It. , ". ' t 

Q: When you say watch out for dope pushers, what are you ~lklni iboiltt ' 
A: I mean mostly the larger dope pushen, you know, dope pushers ~l are 

more-thatseU In quantity and thatusuaUyseU forprofil They~on'thav~.habi~intt 
theyarenotselling to keep thelrhablt up. They ireselllns slrfctly to gel over; 10 tnaUc4! 
money, and to, yo,:, know, get theirs. So these forces are destructive In the commu­
nity and there have to be measures taken to stop this. 

Q: Are there ~ny other programs that you know of? '., . 
At Yea. There Is always a program where there Is a rather powerleSs people, t~e 

people without much power, people that are too weak to defend themht~es, ani:l 
that Is a method of retaliation. ., .. 

Q: Retaliation? What do you mean by retaliation? . 
A: It means that-say there fs a particularly flagraril vlolatloh of a ~ lit the 

commtmlty and they arenotabJe to defend themselves. in particular, t8lceai~ nice 
10 year old kIds getting killed In the Black community. t think II's &iHUhon 
knowledge that-

, Mr. Lltl: Objection your Honor. ' . 
The Courtt Yes, common knowledge, we assume the Jury has common lcnbwl-

edge, common sense, right? . 
Th~ Witness: You're right. , ' 
At I'm talking about blatantly flagrant murders, oppression. For insbmce, c8Sf!S 

like 10 year old Clifford C10ver being shot by a policeman, I think 1 t y@Atold Rlclcy 
Bolden, he was shot by a policeman, 12 year old Rita Lloyd over in Brpo~yit,,8he~as 
shot by a pollceman, Rabbit Wells over in New Jersey, he was shot by a pollcem4n­
he was 12 or 13-lncldents like these that are parHcularJy flagrant, whei'A the 
community is Indignant, mad, because of it, and In particular cases whete-tike 
Patrolman Shea. HE shot this kid Qifford Clover In the back. He said the kid hald a 
gun and was turning to shoot him, yet the kid was !;hot square in the back. the kid 
said, "I'm dying, help me," and he said, "Die you ll~tle luck," and he was acquitted 
by an all white Jury. . . 

Q: So how would this retaliation take place? ", 
A: Well, as the Bible says, " An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth." So thallf 

you walt on the courts to dispense justice, and they don't, then any commuitlty; and 
any person that won't defend himself, Is onty asking to be tateen advantage 01 and 
to be used and abused by everybody in the world. 

So that there are milltary forces that are avaiJable that they take upon themselves 
to bring justice to the Black community in indictments like this by retaliaUng on 
whoever does It, whether they are police, whether they are gangsters, whether they 
are whatever. Anybody who does things like this, they 8et off scot-tree, then tht!re 
are forces to retaliate. 

. Q: Do the same people who do public political work do this same kind of 
underground military work? " " 

A: No, there Is a strict separation between underground military work, and 
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say? 

AI Well, yes. U you're wanted in one area or your being sought after In one area 
or if the harassment and intimidation has gotten so bad in one area that you wish to 
avoid that and be able to work in relative freedom in another area, then you change 
your name, you change your ide-.,tity papers and you change the place where you ' 
work, 80 that, you know, very rew people know you and where you continue 
working. 

Q: You say that some peoplt· stop working publicly all together and work on 
other levels. What other levels are you talking about? 

A: Other levels meaning on an underground level of building an army. In other 
words, if w~'re soing to struggle, and have it successful struggle, we eventually are 
going to have to deal with the force that's always (Omlng down, and in order to deal 
with the force you're going to need an army. 

So that some people worked on organizing the community, working around 
issues of food,dothlng and sheltur, but there are also other people that have to work . 
dealing with the nature of force lJ\ this society that always comes down on anyonl! 
tha~ attempts to NCtify the sittcation dealing with Black people and oppressed 
people in general. 

. Q: ~ this why it'i caUed darlCiestine reyolutionary work? 
k Yes, dan:cieatine, unctersro~d, yeS. , , . 
Q:Can you te11me the dlHerence-firsl of all, Is there a dlHerencelrl revolutionary 

activity. and criminal activity? 
Mr. Uti: Objection . 

. The Courb Yes, sustained. 
'Qs What Is reVolutionary activity? . " 
. AJ ~olutionary activity Is a~tivity on behalf of the people, on behalf of the 

stniggle, on behalf of a R!volutionary organization. 
Q: Can you give ~e some Idea of what type of revolutionary activity is done on 

an underground level? 
A: On an Wlderground level? Defending the community, defending people, 

defendlngyourlnstitutlons, providing protection protection forvarlous people that 
may be aboveground, that may be pursued or spotlighted, or whatever, and 
providing means to be able to continue the stNggle on an armed basis. . 

Q: When you say protecting the community, can you give me any particular type 
of propDlS that are used to protect the commwllty1 

It: Several. One, instituting programs to defend the community by creating a 
oo~wUty ~atch program. 

.' ~ Wh4~ Is a community watch program? 
~ ,'~.~ams where people w4tch each other, nelghbomoocis, ho~ea, or what­

ever, especlatly In areas where there is a lot of crime, and if there is a bufglary going 
on, to urge someone that doesn't mind apprehending the burglar, stopping the 
burglar, driving him away, Instituting community patrol programs so that people 
can patrol the neighborhoods, the property and watch for muggers or dope pushers 
or purse snatchers, or whatever, and defending the (Ommunity-

Q: ~tme8topyoua minute. When you say watch out for muggers, how would 
you W4\tch out for muggers? 

At ltaslca1ly,lfyou see somebody mugging an old lady, right, the old lady is not 
able to run a mugger down, right, or whatever, right. So, you know, you stop him 
whatever way Is necessary to stop him. 
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Q: You did both clandestine work and underground work? 
Mr. Odlnga: Let him finish answering his question. 
A: Let me finish. 
The Court: Yes. 
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A: On the work that's basically called clandestine-well, one aspect is because I 
was operating out of a different identity and different flame and in a region where 
my history was unknown, my background was unknown. 

Q: But the point is you, who was the same person who was doing aboveground 
work, were also doing clandestine work, is that right? 

Ms. Tlpograph: Objection, already asked three times. 
The Court: I'll permit it. Answer it. 
Q: Is that correct? 
A: If you want to put it that way, yes. 
Q: Well, let me see h:ow you would put it. Were you doing clandestine work? 
A: Yes. I told you because I was operating under a assumed name, Under an 

assumed identity and in an area where peopl~ didn't know me previously. 
Q: WeU, you were also a member of the Black Liberation Army, is that right? 
A: Yes . 
Q: And tha t was also clandestine work? 
AlYes. 
Q: And at the same time you were doing abovegroimd work in the South, is that 

ri~W , , 
Ms. Tlpograph: Objection. He never said he was doing aboveground work. He 

was living In Alabama under an assumed name. 
The Courl: I was here Ms. Tipograph . 
Q: Were you also doing community organizing in !he south at that time? 
kYes. 
Q: And that was Wlder a name that was other that your own, is that right? 
A: Yes. ' 
Q: But you were doing it publicly, is that correct? 
A: Yes. 
Q:And the people with whom you were doing this ·:ommunitY organizing, they 

were unaware of the fact that you were a member of the Black Liberation Army, is 
that right? 

A: Yes. 
Q: You made a point of not telling them about the clandestine work, is that 

correct? 
A: Yes. .', 
Q: Because it is very important to keep this secret. is that correct? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And to your knowledge were there other people who also did­
A: Let me finish. 
Q: I'm sorry, I didn't realize you weren't finished. 
A: It is important to keep it a secret with anybody who doesn't need to know. In 

other words, you can't keep It a secret with people you are working with. but anyone 
doesn't need to know, and you keep it a secret from them? , 

Q: To your knowledge, were there also people who did both abovegr:ound and 
clandestine work? 

A: I don't know. 
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Q: That was because you didn't have a need to know? 
A: Because I didn't know. 
Q: Well, did you know a man named Mutulu Shakur? 
A: Mutulu Shakur? .. 
Q:Yes. 
A: Yes, I know him. 
Q: Did you know that he v'as active aboveground politlcaUy, is that right? 
A: I don't know. 
Q: Well, what do you know him as? " . 
A: I knew him as Mutulu Shakur who was working down in Lincoln Hospital. 

That's all1 knew about him. . 
Q: Did you know a man named Samuel Smith or Mtayari Sundiata? . 
A: Not personally. · 
Q: Do you know of him? 
A: I know of him from reading about hlm in the newspapers. 
Q: Do you know of him as being a person who was involved abovegrq\lnd in 

political activity and organizing? 
Ms. Tipograph: Objection, Judge, he said he didn't know him. 
The Court: Sustained. 
Q: Do you know a man nilmed Kuwasl Balagoon or Donald Weems? 
A: 1 know him very well. 
Q: Do you know him as a person involved in aboveground activity? 
Mr. Lumumba: Objectior~ to the fonn of the question. At what point. 
Mr. Litt: At any point. 
The Court: Any point. 0:. ahead. 
A:I know Kuwasi BalagOl'n because wewerein prison togetherinTrenton,Ne w 

Jersey. 
Q: Now when did you first go to prison in New Jersey? 
A: 1970-
Q: I'm sorry? 
A: 1973 or 1974, whichever one it was. I was arrested in 1913.1 was sentenced in 

1974. 
Q: You have been in jail continuously since 1973, Is that correct? 
A: That's correct. 
Q: And you know Assata Shakur or JoaMe Chesimard escaped from jail on 

November 2nd 19791 
A: I read about it in the newspapers. 
Q: And do you know wt.ere Mr. Odlnga was on that date? 
A: I don't know . I'm in jail. . . 
The Court: The answer j, "1 don't know.n 

Q: An don Apri122nd, 1980, when there was a robbery of a Pl1rolator truck in 
Inwood, New York, do you know where Mr. Odinga was on that day? 

A: I'm in jail. I'm out in Marion. I don't have visitors, they won't even let my 
daughter contact visit me. My mall is censored-

Mr. Lilt: I move to strike, your Honot •. 
The Court: No, Co ahead. What he Is trying to say is he doesn't know of anything 

that happened at those points in time. 
r'\ , :, ( .. :. t" c:~v th:\t' ou don't know where Mr. Odinga was during the years 

• , '('Ii I .. thAt ("nrr~t? 
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looking for weapons. They pulled out brothers and Jlsters 3 o'clock In the in~mIn8, 
stripped them naked, lined them up against the waU, took ~otos, 8pi'e4d di.1fl all 
over thePhUa~etphli ppen the next day, PanthersbuK..nakeci, broth.IfI4H4AISM8. 

In Los An*etes, they ran Into the Los AnietejPAhhtofftceeatlyid ll\I!titdtdlfil 
and started a shoolout that tasted until almOst tltl! liilddl~of th6day. Aiid ~ftt ~IJ 
assault on the office, on the Black Panther ".rt:y bfft~ In Uss Ansel., CWobIfita 
Pratt was forced to SO underground. . 

Other people that were forced to go undetgiotind Wete Albert NoA W4shlks­
ton, Anthony Jalll Bottoms, Herman Bell, SaRya Bb1cai'l, Ash~itti Alstdil ant! iHihli 
other people I can't remember. toads of peopti werif' forced to go tiridliitOUnd 
because of th4! oppression of the Police bep'rtmehl, iUhnlnl irtto P4ftdiit 8r1itti§, 
~ylng that there were guns, there were fugltlveS theN, drid brfnlng baclc ii tdaci bE 
indictments, either starting shootouts or either kUling ~le and brlnglnl back 
indictments on ridiculous charges. . 

Q: When)'ou say people wer~ running for bunt lIvH, ",hildo rot! stYli ~ itlll1 
A:I mean that-slmpty, If you ire In the! cotnmthilfjofgahlzlng, doliilWotk, fiju 

know, that's benendal, and then all of a sudden Jom6 ori6leUs you diat, lily, tbijr 
just ran into the office, Just shot up theorfice, right, and that they are lookltlk fot1OU, 
it's a normal response to, you know, bl! tUrald and nol mike yourself too 'vlllAble 
to go ahead and get kUled. A lot of Panthers wete ~etllii8 killed atoiJltct tkjl HInt!. 

Q: Do you know of any Panthers tfult gol1cll1ed 6iCsund this HRt'? ' .. ~ 
M~. Lltt: Objection. 
The Court: No, I'll permit It. Co ahead.. . .' 
A: Sure. In· Los Angeles, Bunchy Carter and John Hug~s Wfte Icillect. in 

Chicago, Fred Hampton and Mark Clark were kin", and 8s\0tl\er l'AndiH diat t 
can't think of the name of right now wa' killed In ~cdio. in New ~v~ tG9rge 
Sams, a police agent, he kl1led a Panther named lanay froin New Yottc: ': I~ 

Q: So there were many Panthers being knted afround thls time?, • . . 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. . 
At Either kiUed or- .' ... 
Mr. Un: I object to that. 
The Courl: Yes. ; 
At Well I think It'seommon Jnformahon- . ~i 
The Court Wall until i question coina. Okay? Nexl qti~UOrl. . . ' : 
Q: When people stop~ their public work lief' In NeW Yor~, d8 yoU lcKffiY u 

they stopped worklng comp1etety? . .' .. 
A: Not those that were dedicated, the ones ones that continued woildni. As a 

rule, when they stopped their public work, basically they alleitipted fo climg' thl!ir 
location, change thelrelty, di.nge thilf lOWS, Cit4RAI~ilt Identltft. IIlIIi Bam~,'Hd 
they continued to work either on the Mini ll!v,. U\al lIley did Iii uti atlltaal fjJac~ 
around the same lssues-and Ute IssueS wi!re almo.tl Itway's toad, clolhtii{t, stletter, 
oppresSion, health, Inadequate health care, and lhin~oE this nature..:or they eillier 
would forsake public work all together. 

The Courb You might be better off If )'I?U hotel it a litHe bit to the side. 
A:Some of the people would rorsaJei! puhtlc "'Clrle 48 logether, ~nd they concen .. 

trated on building the underground, bulldlng the underground appar8lU~ and 
support equipment ot bulldlng an army. . 

Q: Let me take you back a minute to when you say that they cease to work 
publicly. Would you go back through what they do? They change th~lr names you . 

,'. 

... 
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which is just another word fort food, we want Justice, peace and freedom. 

Q: Did there come a time when you ceased to see me working politically 
publicly? 

AJ Yes, I did. . 
Q& Apl'roxlmately when was this? 
Ai At and aroUnd the time of the Panther 21 conspiracy arrest. 
01 Whit was the Panther 21 (Onspiracyarrest? 
It: The Panther 21 conspiracy 4rrest was a massive round-up on Apdl 2, 1969, 

whae the government and Stale of NY and the police department attempted to 
pah\t the Panthers as terrorists. 

Mt. Lllls Objection. 
1116 COlUt: Sustained. 
Mt.·Uth Move to strike the last part. 
Th. CouJi: Yes, the last part, ladies and gentlemen, is stricken. 
A: The Panther 21 conspiracy case was a massive roWld-up by NY State poUce 

of people who were indicted on ridiculous charges, like conspiring to ~mb the. 
flowers at the Bronx Botanical Carden, (Audience: Laughter) conspiring to bomb 5 
major department stores during the Easter season, ~hen most Black people would 
be shopping, you know, in the stores, conspiring to bomb police precincts and 
conspiring to ambush and snipe policemen. 

Q: Do you know any reason why I ceased to work publicly at this time? 
As Yes. You were one of the Panthers that was indicted oh the conspiracy. 21 

Panthers wi!re indicted and I think about 13 were found In their homes on the 
morning that they lVWlded up the panthers. Those people who weren't found at 
their homes, with the amount of hysteria and publicity going on around it the next 
day, those that w~en't available went underground. 

Q: Around this time, were there attacks on the Black Panther Party and other 
. poUtical people that were working in the Black Liberation Movement regular, was 
this an exception or what? 

Mr. Ult: Objection. 
The Court: Yes. The question is a little to wide open. I don't know whatit means. 

Lead a Bttle bit. . 
Q: Did you know of any other brothers and sisters who had to cease working 

publicly here in NY? 
Mr. LIlt: Objection. 
The Court: No, I'll permit that. Co ahead, answer it. 
The Wltne88: Right, the same time. 
As At the same time that you ceased to work publicly your names was on the 

indicbnentand they didn't find you at your home. In other words, at" o'clock in the 
morning theywentaround to e,·eryone's house and kicked in thedoorsand arrested 
people, arrested 13 people. They had lndicbnents for 21 people. So that 8 people they 
didn't find, they didn't find at h lme, and Sekou Odinga was one of those tbeydidn't 
find. . 

Other people they didn't find at home were Kwando Kinshasha, Shaba Om, 
Larry Mack, Lee Mashinda Berry, his brother WilUam Berry, layd Shakur, Assata 
Shakur and several other people at other times In different places, because this was 
an ongoing thing. In other words, when they began kicking in doors in New York, 
they also began moving on other people across the COWltry. 

Uke In Philadelphia, they ran in there supposedly looking for fugitives or 
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A: That's correct. 
Mr. Lilt: May 1 have a moment? 
The Court: Yes- (pause) 
Mr. Lltt: I have no further questions. 
Mr. Ocllnga: I have a couple. 
Mr. LUJl)umba: So do I. 
The Court: Mr. Odlnga, you go first. 

REDIRECT ExAMINATION By MS. OQINGA;.: 

Q: Brother Acoli? 
A: Yes •. 
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Q: The U.S. Attorney or Assistant US. Attorney nsked you if certain police 
officers were known to you as having shot any kids. .. 

I think you mentioned earlier thatpollcemen wereshooting children throoghout 
this COWltry. Can you teU me if you know- first of an let me ask you if there is a war 
going on in this country? 

A: There is definitely a war going on in this country. There is a war going on 
against Black people and it has been going on against Black people ever since ~ey 
were first kidnapped hom Africa and brought over her e and enslaved and after this 
slavery, it is still going on but in a different lonn. . 

Q: When you say that you were a member of the Bl;lck Liberation Army, do you 
mean that you are a soldier within that Army? 

A:Ves. 
Q: Does this army, do they participate in this wa~ that you were just talking 

about? 
A: Yes. 
Q: When you talk about retaliation for the murders of young Black children or 

Black people in general, are you talking about retaliation in the sense-strike that. 
When you talk about retaliation, are talking-whatareyou talking about? Let me 

put it that way. 
A: That Is the point. I am talking about an eye for"" eye, a tooth for a tooth. In 

other words, If someone violates you, then you violate them. If you want to violate 
someone, or if someone violates someone in your community it is someone you love 
and want to protect, then who violates you should be violated in the same manner 
or similar manner. 

Q; Do you consider policemen !OOldiers ah.o? . 
A: They are soldiers for the s~'te.Jp fact, they are the first line of soldiers for the 

state. 
Q: So when you talk about retaliation, you are talking about against policemen? 

You are talking about, in fact, soldiers fighting soldiers? 
A: Soldiers fighting soldiers. And is not always soldiers, I am talking about the 

state. The state consists of officials, people that run the state and people that defend 
the state. In other words, people that defend the people that run the state. 

Q:So-
A: I'm talking about soldiers, officials, the govenlment in general, and people 

that defend these people. . 
Q: So when Mr. Lilt asked you about Waverly Brown, did you consider him­

would you consider him a soldier knowing that he was police? 
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A: Yes, his pb was to defend the state. '. 
Q: Would you consider an anned guard of an armored truck a soldier? 
A: His job is tode(end the interest of the bank or whntever, right. And the banks 

Clre one of the foundations of tlTe state. 
Q: He asked you about stealing and he also mentioned expropriation. Is there a 

difference between stealing and expropriating? 
A: Yes. In the sense that we use expropriation. Expropriation basically comes 

from the concept that first of all the oppressed people have been exploited and their 
wealth exploited and it has been exploited by ~~ state. When an oppressed person 
or political person moves to take back some of the wealth that's been exploited from 
him or taken from them, then It:.ssimplyexpropriation. They are taking back what's 
fu~~ ~ 

In other words, we were )c idnapped and brought here and enslaved for 200 
years, working for free. We had millions of Black slaves working for hundreds of 
years and never got paid nothing. That Is one of the fundamental things f:l)at'btdlt 
fuis country up. ~. .. 

In other words, if I had mill ions of people working for me for free for hundreds .. 
of years, it is no big deal to amount a mass amount of wealth there. And we're still 
being worked and underpaid and at most times on low jobs and when we take back 
from the state what has been stolen from us It Is an expropriation. Particularly In an 
oppressive state which still uses slavery, wage slavery through unemployment and 
handing out welfare to make people dependent, then we're taking back from that; 
and that is not stealing. It is expropriating, just taking back what was ours. 

Q: Would you consider mugging an old lady expropriating? 
Mr. tilt: Objection. 
A: No. 
The Court: The answer is 110 and I will penn it that to stand. 
Q: What Is stealing? 
A: Stealing is quietly taking something that doesn't belong to you. That's 

stealing. You know, without permission, to take somethln8 that doesn't belong to 
you or belongs to another pen·on or the other-

Q: Would you consider taking America from the Natives stealing? 
Mr. LltI: Objection. . 
The Court: Sustained. Next question. 
Q: Would you consider the kidnapping of African from Africa stealing? 
Mr. Litt: Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. 
Q: So when you were talking about expropriating, you werl! talking about 

particular targetsi 
A: Yes. 
n. Anv t:\T~et is not an e)"propriation then? . 

• -'9'\h-nlled by the state, that supports the state and that 
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A: Yes. When we first met, you were baslcally­
Mr. Lilt: ObJection. 

7 

The Court: 111 pennlt It. Co ahead. . 
A: When you first met me, you were basically an education blstructor In the black 

Panther Party and you taught me political education and baSically you were 
respOnSible for teaching most of the members of the cadre In poUtical education. 
. Besides political education you also had other duties and programs that were 
pushed by the Black Panther Party in the community. 

Among them were breakfast programs for children and you worked on it and 1 
worked on it, and also for decent housing for the community. In other words, if a 
person had been In a buUdlng and the landlord didn't maintain it, we would go and 
try to organize a rent strike so that monies could be used to repair the bulldlng or put 
In escrow account and if the landlord still refused to repair the building, eventually 
thetenantswouldtakeoverthebuildlng.Andthatwasoneoftheprogramsdeallng 
with housing. 

We had clothing programs where the commmtity came by and dropped off 
clothes, excess clothes that they had or clothes that they didn't need anymore and 
people came along the streets or off the streets and If they needed clothes they took 
it. 

We also had programs that worked lor community control of schools. in 
particular, there was a controversy out In Ocean Hill-Brownsvllle.I'm talking about 
1968and 1969 where Black people of that community were trying to get control over 
there own school, schools In there community and we also pushed this thea!)' that 
each community should control its own school district, principals, teachers, hiring 
and firing, curriculum of the students and everything about the schools. But later on 
these type of goals were misconstrued and - . 

Mr. tlH: ObJection. 
A: -and were dissolved into things like busing ~nd Integration •. 
The Court: AU right. . 
A: And I think what most people were asking for was control of their own 

schools. 
There were programs against dope pushers Ion the community. The Blact( 

Panth4!r Party campaigned against those ptlshers iii the commwlity and for the 
elimination of the pushers. 

And there were campaigns against police brutality and murder of Black people 
in the community. ,. .' 

Basically the B1ack Panther Party program was a very simple program. It had a 
basic 10 points written so that almost anybody could undetstand It and same of the 
points, and It has been 10 years sa I can't remember the whole to points, bul ~me 
of the points were basic points like we want freedom, we want die right to control 
the destiny of our own community, we want decenl education that teaches us our 
true history and role In society, we want decent housing. We want Biack inert and 
women exempt from foreign wars because we, as Black people, should not be going 
to other countries fighting people and oppressing them when we're hot free in this 

'-. ""',, thAt- . . 
. ., .,.".,,,.. vou speak tip a little louder? 

. .1~ •••. , ~"""",. 
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a 3 minute standing ovation. Having been called a witness by the defendant Odinga, 
having been duly swom, Mr. Acoll testifies as follows.) . 

The Courts ·Would you bring out the jury, please. 
Mr. Bennan: I would Ilke you to explain to the jury that this is Mr. Odinga's 

witness and we're going out of order. 
The Court: Oh, sure. 
(pause) - Gury present) 
The Court: AU right, ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Berman is not complete with his 

witnesses yet, but we're taking one witness out of tum. Mr. Acoll has already been 
swom. 

AU right Mr. Odinga. 

DIRECT EXAI\1INAlION BY MR. OOINGAj 

Mr. Odlnga: Good morning. 
Q: Cood morning Brother A,:01i? 
& Good morning brother. 
Q: Brother AeoD, how old are you? 
&46. 
Q:46. 

.... 

Could you give the jury a little information on your educational backgroW\d? 
. All went to BookerT. Washington H.S. in Vemon, Texas.lfinlshed in 1952. Prom 

there I went to Prairie View A&:M College ofTX at Prairie View, TX, and I finished 
there In 1956 and got a degree in math. From there ~ went to Harlem and then got my 
first job working for NASA in the Mojave Desert in CA for NASA. Prom there I went 
to the University of So. CA which had a graduale extension school ~ the desert. I 
took a grdduate course In math and I worked in computers and with experimental 
airplanes like the X-1, X-t-E, X-1·D, Douglass 1)..558 and I took classes, with Neal 
Armstrohg, the astronaut, and I helped him with his math a couple times. (Audi­
ence: laughter) 

From there I came back to Harlem and I went upstate NY and I went to work at 
Griffith Air Porce Base in computers. I attended the University of Syracuse and took 
graduate courses in math. . 

Prom there I came back down to Long Island, worked for Republic Aviation In 
computers. I attended NY University, took more graduate courses in math and from 
there I came to NY City and I worked for Computer Applications on Madison Ave. 
and several other computer companies In NY as a systems analyst and computer 
consultant. 

In an I spent about 13 years working on computers and 1 had about 30 credits in 
graduate math and that's basically my educational and professional career. 

0: Do you know me personally? 
A: Yes, I do. 
Q: When did we first meet? 
A: With the Black Panther Party back in 1968. 
Q: You say In 1968. 
What were the goals and objectives of the Black Panther Party? . 
Mr. Lilt: ObJection. 
'lbe Court: Yes, sustained. 
Q: Did we work In specific programs in the Black Panther Party? 
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only t.1king what is yours. 
Q: The assistant U.s. Attorney also asked you ahout whether you worked 

underground and also did community work. There is a difference between the two, 
is there? 

A: Yes, there is a difference. 
Q: Is there a difference between undergroWld military work and clandestine 

aboveground political work? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Does one, to the best of your knowledge, does one working iJl underground 

military work do the same, at the same time, work in aboveground community 
work? 

A: Yes. 
Q: So when you talked about that you did underground work and aboveground 

community wor:k, you were talking about a different time? 
A: Yes. I was talking about the fact that I was c1and,~stine in my location down 

there because people didn't know my identity, my real identity and I had changed 
my name . 

Mr. Lilt: I'm sorry, I can't hear the answer. 
The Court: 1 don't think the jury can either. "Peopl.~ didn't know my identity." 

And? 
A: They didn't know my real background. So that in itself was like clandestine. 

And I was also doing what you call aboveground wad because I related to people . 
I tried to organize them and I circulated among them ar.d 1 was working with them. 

Q: So at this time you were doing military work also while you were doing thls 
aboveground political work? 

A: Well, I was also seeking out people and basically recrui ting people for military 
work, too. 

Q: Let me understand what you are saying now. Are you saying that you were 
doing this work at the same time, the military work, I'm talking about the clandes­
tine military work at the same time as you were doing aboveground communHy 
work? 

A: Yes. In other words, you know, in the form of recruiting people, yes. 
Q: In the fonn of recruiting. Does that mean like in terms of relations as you 

mentioned earlier, stuff like that? 
A: No. 
Mr. Odlnsa: I don't have any more questions at thi~ point. Thank you Brother 

Aeoll. 
Mr. Lumumba: I have a few. ';~:. 

RECROSS.EXAMINATION BY MR. LUMUMBA: 

Q: Dealing with the first question first, you were asked by the U.S. Attorney as 
well as by Brother Odinga about underground and overground work. Let me 
understand something to get it quick. .. 

At the time that you were underground, would it be safe to say that you were in 
no organl~tlon which prohibited Wlderground work-do you unde.rstand what I 
am saying-that said you could not do any underground work? 

A: No. No. 
Q: 50 you were not at that time going aroWld the country and speaking at 

- .~ ."---" ....... __ ._----
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different universities, is that correct? 
A: No. 
Q: WouJd it be safe to say thnt you were not on TV playing In bands and doing 

other things with revolutionary music? 
A: Of course not, no. • 
Q: You weren't going around publicly speaking at rallies and talking about how 

people were oppressed, were you? 
A: No. 
Q: 50 when you were working with out your name and doing some community 

service, basically, that did not put you in any o~~~ground formation, did it? 
A: No. ',' 
Q: It didn't put you in arl? fonnation which had written in its rules no 

underground work because we don't want to intimidate the overgro~d work, Is 
that right? .. 

A: Right. _" 
Q: We don't want to give the state a reason to come and attack us, is tha~ right? 
A: Right. '. 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. 
Q: So there is a difference. Some people speak, is that right? 
A: Right. 
Q: And some people do underground work, is that right? 
A: Correct. 
Q: As a member of the Black Liberation Army you weren't up in Nyack in 

October 1981? 
A: No. 
Q: There is a good chance that if you weren't In jail, they probably would have 

said you were? 
A: I probably would have been sitting right out there regardless of where I was. 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
Q: Now, as a member of the Black Liberation Army, you weren't in Inwood, 

some time in Apro of-Tyrone Rison couldn't remember the year. 
Mr. L1tt: Objection. 
The Court: Yes, Sustained. 
Q: 50 you weren't involved in any of these activities, were you, is that right? 
A: No, I wasn't. 
Q: But you have come up here and told this jury, is that right, this Jury right here, 

that you were a member of the Black Liberation Army, is that right? 
A: That's correct. 
Mr. Litt: I could not under!;tand that. 
Mr. Lumumba: Had enough courage to tell them why. 
Q: We talked about expropriation and revolution and all that stuff. Did some­

thing like that happen in 1776? 
A: I think it did In this country. 
Q: Now, those British soldhrs that those American soldiers were shooting back 

in 1776, had those British soldiers shot any babies and children? 
A: Not that I know of. 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
The Court: Sure. Sustained. 

lJlllllts 1 ,.UlL J t:;,UlllU"Y 

his witness in conditions that are reminiscent of Nazi Cermany and ~hat this court 
is nllegedly supposed to be protecting In terms of people's rights •. 

I think, If nothing else, It be made clear what yourdp.termlna tlon isabout~e8u1lt 
or Innocence of the deEendant versus the government and It Is our position that the 
government Is gunty and It has been your position throughout this trial that the 
defendants have been guilty and we reject that, Judge. 

The Court: If we're all set, we'l get Mr. Aeoli In nnd have him swom and get 
started. 

Mr. Bennan:Judge, In my long abandoned role as co-lead counsel, I would urge 
the court to, In effect, compromise here and allow Mr. Odlnga to Interview his 
witness during the recess In the pens here so that they cnn go over whatever they 
have to go over. 

The Court: I heard you. The answer is no. 
Ms. Stewart: Your Honor, you must takecognlzanceofthefactthatlnterviewing 

the witness without a legal advisorls tantamount to P'Jtting the witness on the stand 
cold and you permitted other defense counsel in the case to telephone Interviews, 
interviews in the U.S. Attorney's office. To not pennit Mr. Odinga to Interv~ew his 
witness with his legal advisor present could conceivably cause a mistrial, your 
Honor. I think you ought to conceivably consider It. 

The Court: It won't cause a mlstrlalln any way. 
Ms. Stewart: It won't cause a mistrlallr you have already considered that. 
The Courh I don't believe it would. 
Ms. Stewart: I call you Honor's attention to the fact that Mr. Lumumba Is not 

here. 
The Court: Mr. Lumumba was due here at to o'clock. 
Ms • .8tewart: Yes, your Honor, and he isn't here and other people have b~ here 

late as well and we have waited for them. He is the only one who interviewed hlin 
on the entire defense team. 

The Court: I Issued a special order that every defense attorney would have the 
opportunity to interview this feUow. 

Ms. Stewart: And he was brought in late ThW'Sday afternoon, after court 
adjourned for the weekend. 

The Court: Yes, a weekend. 
Ms. Stewart: With no notice to anyone. 
The Court: For a weekend. 
Mr. Odlnga: It Is clear you don't really want him to testify anyway, Judge. It has 

become very, very clear and If he testifies you want him to come off as badly as 
possible. . 

Mr. Sunnl-AIl: I would want to put on the record that the only reason that the 
only reason anyone even knew Mr. Acon was here wds when we got up Saturday 
morning and saw the name on the chart. Because even when they brought him tip, 
they kept- where they had the list of names of who was in what room, they had no 
name next to the room that Mr. Acoli was kept In and they kept it like that until 
someone was able to get the chart and look at It. Finally they put his name there after 
he had been there that day. 

Mr. Dennan: I must say Judge, that I for one did not know the man was here until 
Mr. Lilt told me this moming and I was not aware of your order permlttln8 us to 
interview him. 

(Sundiata Acoti was brought into the courtroom. The audience gave Mr. Acoll 
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Mr. Odlnsa: I'm telling you. You don't know nothing about none of it. That's 
why I wanted- " 

The Court: No. They were told that as witness he was to be treated as·if h~.were 
in his usual place of confinement, in his usual place of confinement. I am told 'that 
he is not having contact visits with anyone. Everybody goes through the same thing 
~~~~~ . 

Mr. Odlnga: That's not true, Judge. I am teJJing you know that the lawyer met 
with him in different conditions than I met with him. . 

The Court: What lawyer? 
Mr. Sunnl-AII: Mr. Lumumba. 
Mr. Odfnsa: Mr. Lumumba. 

. The Court: That might be. 
Mr. odlnsa: They are telling you a lot of lies and you don't want to take the 

chance to even look into it and see. What you are doing is you are rubber-stamping 
these lies, Judge. . .. 

The Court: Mr. Odinga, it is my understanding, all in all, you had well· over 2 
hours that you were· originally scheduled. " . 

Mr. Odinsa:I am telling you that I didn't have 2 hours. They only scheduled for 
2 hours to start with and I didn't have those 2 hours; I am telling you that they Are 
lying to you. Yo~ wont even take the time to listen to what I am trying to tell you. 
~t you are saying is, basically, whatever they say Is the truth. 

The Court: The records shows that you had 2 hours. 
Mr. Odlnsa: Do you see my signature on anything? Call the witness, ask him. 

He's not a part of this. Call the witness. He can tell you and he can tell you how long 
we had. 

The Court: We don't love in a perfect world. 
Mr. Sunnl-AII: Oh, man. 
The Court: We'll have to work with what we have gol 
Mr. Odbtp: What has that got to do with what they are telling you in these lies 

and what I am telling you now? 
The Court: I am saying that one way or the other we will have to work with what 

wehav~got. 
IUs my understanding that you are putting this fellow on to prove why you used 

false names and safe houses. . 
Mr. Odlnga: Among other things. 
The Court: No, that's what you told me. 
Mr. Odlnga: I didn't tell yc·u everything. 
11teCotitt:And itwasyourposition thathewas with you at the time you became 

a fugitive In 1968. 
Mr. Odlnga: That's right. 
The Court: That he is going to say why you were using false names and safe 

houses. Yme.So we'D put him on and he'll testify. That's the way it's going to be. You 
are not going to get any more meetings or anything else. We'll go ahead and do It. 

Ms. Tlpogtaph: I would like to protest for the record the conditions upon which 
thl& witneSs Is being forced to testify. 

, I It AeeJnj fine fOr the government to prepare their case for a year and a half with 
Urtnmlted resources, the resources of the entire Department of Justice and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. When it come to the defense In this case to prepare 
their cases, the court either refuses to pay them or forces Mr. Odinga to meet with 
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Q: When Ceorge Washington would take rifles from the British, would th(ty caU 
it stealing or expropriation? 

Mr. Liu: Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. 
Q: Was the Boston Tea Party an expropriation. 
A: It was. 
Mr. Litt: Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. 
Mr. Litt: Your Honor, I move to strike the answer ~nd the question. 
The Court: Come on Mr. Lumumba. . 
Q: Now you indicated something about the state robbing the people blind. Does 

that deal with just Black people? 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
A: It deals with all kinds of people, especially oppl"essed people. 
The Court: He has already answered the question. l',n let it stand. 
Q: Let me, without asking why-do you have a basis for saying that? 
Mr. LUt: Objection. 
Mr. Lumumba: I'm not asking why, Judge. 
A: Yes. 
The Court: If he's got a basis for saying that. 
Q: If we could ask you the question, could you ex ?lain it to us? 
Mr. Utt: Objection. 
A: Yes, I could. 
The Court: Sustained. 
Mr. Lltt: And I move to strike the answer as well. 
The Court: Sure. 
Q: Now the U.S. Attorney, the Assistant U.S. Attorney here indicated something 

about the Panther 21 were acquitted, is that right? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Were there Black people on that jury? 
A: Yes. 
Q: Were there Black people in Assata Shakur's jury? 
A: No. 
Mr. Lltt: Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. Come on. 
Q: Now, when you talked about escape, you indicated that you testified or that 

you plead guilty to trying to escape, is that right? 
A: Yes. , 
Q: Were you guilty of trying to estape? 
A: It was my duty to try to escape, as a prisoner (If war. 
Q: So you did try to escape? 
A: Almost made it too. (Audience applause) 
The Court: Anything else? 
Q: Did you kill a trooper in New Jersey­
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
Q: In the case which you were in with Assata Shnkur? 
Mr. Litt: Objection. 
Mr. Lumumba: He opened the door for this. 
The Court: No, no. Objection ~lIstained. It was the same qlle~tion that wn~ 
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Clttempted before. 

Q: Did you plea guilty in the case that you were convicted of murder? 
A: No. 
Q: Were you guilty? 
Mr. Lilt: Objection. 
The Court: Sustained. Anything else? 
Mr. Lumumba: Just a secane. Judge, please. (Pause) 
Q: Now, I have just one last question. You have indicated that .you were 

underground and doing some c( mmunity work as the Assistant U.S. Attomey has 
pointed out, is that correct? :': '. 

A: Yes. . .'1. 

Q: Would it be safe to say tha t there were people in those community' organIza­
tions who did not know that yol.t were underground? 

A: No, almost nobody did. Th a pointwasa way for me to move around ~nd relate 
to people, to get to talk to people, you know, see how they felt and lttteracted with 
people in the community. . . 

Q: Would it be safe to say that there were other people who did those community 
organization with you that had nothing to do with the underground? 

A: No. Almost nobody. Nobody had anything to do with the underground but 
me. In fact, nobody knew that 1 was a memtier of the Black Liberation Army exc;~pt 
·me. 

Q: But they still did those community activities, is that right? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And it would be true from time to time you would hand outleaOets and things 

in the community activity? 
A: No.1 wasn't so much doing that. What I did, I showed movies, Uke, talked to 

people. 
Q: Showed movies? 
A: Revolutionary movies. 1 had a movie projector-
Q: All right. so from time to time you would be In the same room with people 

who had nothing to do with the underground, Is that correct? 
A: Almost none of them did. 
Q: You would touch the same things, is that correct? 
A: Yes. 
Q: You would leave your fingerprints on the same things, Is that right? 
A: Yes. . 
Q: And they knew you, some of them knew you, at least, they felt, very wen? 
A: They knew me as good as anybody did down there. 
Q: But they still didn't know that you were In the underground, Is that correct? 
A: Of course. They had no idea. 
Q: And if you would have been charged with an expropriation, then maybe some 

of them would have been charged right along with you? 
Mr. tin: Objection. 

Brinks Trial TesUnlony 
Unite4 State a va. Sekou Odinga, at al. 

(Trial resumedHOpen court; jury not present) 
Mr. Bennan: Judge, 1 have one brief request. 
The Court: Sure. 

SS~83 Cr. 312' (ltTO) 
8-1S-83 

10.15 ill 

Mr. Bennan:1 do understand that Mr. Odinga's witness Is In the pens here. I have 
but one witness in the witness room now. I expect it will take 15 minutes. He is the 
tastof a serlesof9 people from Thursday and my real concern Is that thecOur,tioom 
is quite crowded today, I'm sure In antidpation of tttr. Odlnga's witness, and It is 
going to do more than just merely Interrupt the flow of my parade of witnesses all 
of who are testlfytng to t single subject matter, and I think It Is going to have an . 
impact on my client's defense, especially, for example, In the sort of, t don't know, 
courtroom recognition of Mr. Odinga's witness. 

The Court: No. 
Look, Mr. Odinga's witness I had Originally understood was going to ~e just 

another guy. From what I understand he is a security prob1em, so I am told. I don't 
know and-

Mr. Bennan: 1 am asking for 15 minutes to fmish my defense. 
The Court: I understand what you are asking for, and the answer Is no. 
Anybody else? . . 
Mr. Odlnga: Yes, I also need a little more time to p~are with my witness. 
The Court: You had 31/2 hours with him. ' 
Mr. Odlnga: That's not true. 
The Court: That's what the records show. 
Mr. Odlnga: Ins totally untrue. 
What happened 1 was woke up on Saturday morning around almos~ 8 o'clock 

and was told I would be allowed to meet with him for 2 hours and then I was told 
that I had to meet with him right then, no brush your teeth, no pad, no p.apers, no 
anything. They insisted that ift didn't meet with hbn then, the 2 hours \imew6uld 
start 6 minutes from after they woke me up. So wht.tt\ I finally did meet wi~ him, 
which I had to jump right up and get up and meet ",1th him then, I was put In one 
room nnd he was put in another, and there were 2 windows between us, thick 
windows, like bullet proof windows with holes on the top of one side and hole .on 
the bottom of the other where we had to holler through the holes at each other. He 
was handcuffed all the time. We were not allowed to sit down In any way to pa88 
notes or to take notes. HecouJdn't take any noles.n was Just totally Inadequate time, 
space, conditions and everything. 

I tried to reach you Pddaybecause I felt that it was going to happen like that. You 
refused to talk to me or to prepare It in a way that 1 (ould adequately meet with the 
man to prepare my defense. . 

Also I asked you would you allow my legal advisor to assist me, which Is why 
, h~ve her, to assist me, and you refused to allow her to assist me where, In fac~ you 

~ •.•• .,.. .... \.., ...... ",..,..""~ fmm fPa 11 v meeting with th"m 
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About the Key Witness: 
.. ~., 

SundIata Acoll was born January 14,19371n Decatur. Texas. He Is a member" 
of the Black Uberatlon ArrrrJ and was previously a member of the Black Panther 
party In Harlem. NY. Both organ:zatlons were primary targets of the government's 
COINTELPRO campaign that b&gan against Black organizations In the 60'8. ' 

On May 2. 1973, Sundlata and 2 comrades, Assata Shakur and Zayd Shakur,· 
were traveling the NJ Turnpike. J\t that time Assata Shakur was the main focus of a 
COINTELPRO· orchestrated nationwide "womanhunt.- The Implications were that 
she was to be -Shot on slght.- NJ State Troopers stopped the auto In which the 3 were 
traveling and subsequenUy opened fire on Assata while she was In the !=ar with her 
'hands In the air. Zayd was killed, Assata was wounded and captured, 1, ~tate trooper 
wai killed and another wounded, and Sundiata was captured. The' sta.t~' then 
unleaShed a hysterical mass media campaign to create an atmosphere that 
guaranteed a legallynchfng. Sundlata and Assata were convicted for the dlath olthe : 
statetrooperfn separate trials. Both were sentenced "Life plus 30 years consecutive­
in the NJ State Prisons. 

Due to their political background, both were immediately subjected to the 
harshest prison conditions possible. After 6 years of Inhumane confinement, the 
Black Llberatlon Army Uberated Assata from the Clinton's Woman', Prison. NJ. 
Sundlata was conflned to the MCU Behavior ModHlcation Isolation Unit at Trenton 
State Prison for almost 6 years in a cellsmaner than the SPCA space requirement 
for i 90 lb. German Shepard dog. He was then secretly transferred over 1,000 miles 
to Marlon, II to the maximum security federal concentration camp located deep In the 
ShaWnee Natlonal Forest near the banks of the Mississippi River. He fa currently 
conflnedthere at a means of isolating him from all friends, family and attorneys. even 
though he Is a IbdI prisoner with no fJstJml convictions, warrants or charges 
pending. {sJth, time of the 2nd printing. bro. Sundials has Just recently been moved 
to the FidsraJ Prison In Allenwood PAl ' 

A m;dIcaI examination confirmed that Sundiata has been heavily exposed to 
tuberculos16 sInce entering prison. At Marion, the prisonerS are locked down all day 
except for 1 hour exercise pertod$ each day. There Is no work, no pay. no schools 
(academic or vocational), no prison programs or organizations, no state laW'books 
tn til,· 10gat library, no freedom of movement. and all ,mall and other forms of 
communication are heavily censored. Each of its 8 housing units are kept strictly 
separated from the other. A prisoner from 1 housing unit Is never allowed to come 
In contact with a prisoner from any other housing unit. Families are only allowed to 
visit for 1 hour on 4 occasions during a month; these visits are In booths dividing the 
prisoner from thi family by glass and communication must be done with the use of 
a phone. 

SUndtata'sconditlona of confinement are similar to those meted out to other BLA 
P.O.W." who are confined In various prisons throughout the country. . 

JjnllKS J I "140 ~ "''''_ .... 

Mr. Bennan: Maybe we can continue after lunch? 
The Court: No, we will not. We will continue right now. 

RECROSS EXAMINATION BY ME. UTT: 

Q: When you were asked by Mr. Odinga what retalic:.tion means, you were able 
to tell us, #I an eye for an eye, a limb for a limb?" 

A:Tooth~ 
The Court: NTooth for a tooth." 
Mr. Odlnga: You don't read the bible. 
Mr. Litt: Wrong partoE the body. 
Q: And you said if somebody had violated somebod y they should be viola ted in 

a similar manner, is that what you said? 
A: Yes. 
Qr Does that also include a life for a life? 
A: Yes. 
Q: And you testified that policemen are soldiers of the state, is that right? 
A: They are. 
Q: And that means if you are going to take retaliation, it doesn't necessarily have 

to be against the same policeman, is that correct? 
A: Well, Malcolm said, "When the snake is-
Q: I think the question can be answered yes or no. 
Mr. Odinsa: I object for the record. 
Mr. Lumumba: His witness didn't answer just yes or no. 
The Court: I will let the witness answer the questi. m. 
A: Malcolm said, "When a snake bites you, you d(ln't go running through the 

woods with blood running all down your jaws looking :or that pnrticulnr snake that 
bit you. In a situation like that, any snake will do. And e1lough snnke~ get moved on, 
the snakes would stop biting Black people." 

Q: So the answer is yes, it could be another policeman, is that correct? 
The Court: No. Someone is going to object to it and I sustain the objection. 
Mr. Lilt: 1 have nothing else. 
The Court: Anything else? 
Mr. Odlnga: No. 
The Court: Ladies and gentlemen, it is time for your lunch .. 
(Audience again gives Sundiata Acoli a standing .)vation. The witness snlutes 

the crowd with a kiss.) 
Oury excused- Luncheon reces!\)·~: 

. JWA 
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Epilogue: 
On September 2, 1983, the Uve month trial ended after three days of deliberation 

by the jury of eight Blacks and four whites. .. 
Bilal Sunnl Ali and lIIiana Robinson were acquitted on all counts. 
Sekou Odinga and Silvia Baraldlnl were found guiHV on the conspiracy and 

racketeering counts. The conspiracy and racketeering counts essentially charged 
the defendants with waging war against the U.S. banking Institutions, and with 
freeing Assata Shakur from prison. . .. ~ 

Chui Ferguson and Jamal Joseph were found guilty of acc~ssory after the fact. 
Accessory after the fact were ::onvictlons for assisting Mutulu Shakur after the 
October 20, 1981 Nyack incldel't. , 

Attorney Chokwe Lumumb2 was summoned before the court after the trial to 
answer a contempt citation issu(Jd against him by Judge Duffy months earlier during 
the trial for refusing to obey hit; order to "Sit down and shut up." ", 

--.-_".-~A...-___ _ 

Brinks Trial Testimony 1 

Prologue: 
It was stili dark outside the U.S. Penitentiary at Marlon, IL In the early mornIng 

hours of August 10, 1983. InsIde, a squad of guards marched up to a cell. shIned 
flashnghts on the prisoner's eyes and barke~ ·Squlre! Wake up, step to the bars and 
strip nakedl- Sundlata Acon arose, was stripped searched and esqorted naked 
through the empty corridors ofthe still slumbering prlr.on Into the custody of 2wafttng 
U.S. Marshalls. Without telling him where they were takIng him, they dressed hIm, 
shackled him hand and foot, and escorted him to their car. 3 hours later, they puhed 
into the Terre Haute, IN airport. There he caught the federal prisoners' plane to 
Lewlsburgh, PA Penitentiary and was put In "the hole: 

The next momlng he was put on the prisoners' bus and arrived at the Metropohtan 
Correction Center (MCC), NY at 1 o'clock In the momlng and again put In 'hehoie: 
He hadn't had a cigarette In 2 days and everywhere h~ had been rudely tre~~ed by 
the guards. At MCC, NY, It got no better, but worse. No one was atlowed to talk to 
hlm or pass him anything. No visits, telephone cans or letters were allowed, no 
showers, nothing. On the 2nd morning, he was awakened and told he hadavJslt"rtght 
nowl-Upon entering a makeshift visiting rOOI1\ he looked through the partitIon to see 
Sekou Odlngal 'It had been 15 years since they had las~ seen each other. . . •. 

Sekou Odlnga, allal Sunnl Ali, SUvia Baraldlnl, Chul Ferguson, IIIlana RobInson 
and Jamal Joseph were the 8 defendants and freedom fighters on trial In th.i New 
York federal "BrInks- case. The 28 count RICO (Racket~erlng Illflue'1ced Corrupt 
Organizations) Indictments, originally designed for prosecutIon 0' Matla organiza­
tions, was used to prosecute these particular defendants In an effott to stantp a 
"c~m'nar brand on any and all activities by freedom fighters. The RICO IndJctment 
stemmed from Incidents arising out ofthe Black liberation Arrrt/'s October 20, i981 
$1.8 million expropriation attempt agaInst a Brinks armored truck In Nyack, Nv., the 
November 2, 1979 liberation of Assata Shakur from thd Clinton Women's PrISon of 
NJ, and a series of attacks on Brinks trucks and U.S. banks between 1978 and 1981. 
In wrhlng up the Indictment, the prosec~or had thrown everything, ,'nclucitng the 
kitchen sink.· Allegations against the defendants Included ~harge8 0' killing ponce­
men and Brinks guards, bank robbery, conspIracy, racketeering. prison escape and 
accessory after the fact.. '. , , 

Chokwe Lumumba was the attomeyfor BlIai Sunnl An. Susan Tlpograph ~,the 
attorney for Silvia Baraldln!. Lawrence Stem was the attomey tor IInana RobInson. 
Jesse Berman was the attomey for Ceemo Chul Ferg~son. William Moguteicll WI,S 
the attomey tor Edward Jamal Joseph. Robert S. Lltt was the prosecutIng U.S. 
Attorney. Kevin Duffy was the presiding U.S. District Judge. 

Sekou Odlnga defended hImself at the trial and caned Sundlata ai one of his 
wHnesses. Ms. Stewart was Sekou Odlnga's legal advIsor. The U.S. prosecutor had 
had almost 2 years to prepare his witnesses and drm and coach hIs Informants on 
what they should say on the stand. Sekou and Sundlata had less than 2 hours 
together to prepare his testimony. It seems as though they had barely begun when 
the guard notHled them that time was up. Arriving back at "the hole: Sundiata 
realized that he'd forgotten to ask Sekou, 'What Is the main purpose of my 
testimony?" And to make matters worse, he COUldn't remember Sekou ever pointing 
out the main purpose during their meeting. 

The fonowlng Is a transcript of Sundlata's testimony and the courtroom events 
Immediately preceding hls taking the stand. 
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Courtroom drama, as it unfolds in the 
live, no-holds-barred style from the 
witness stand. The testimony, taken 
from actual court transcripts, gives 
brief and penetrating insights into 
the history of tbe Black Liberation 
Movement oVI~r the last two decades. 
It begins with the turbulent '60's, 
then moves through the Black 
Liberation Army's freeing of Assata 
Sbakur from prison in the '70's down 
to the ' 80 ' s Br inks' Armored Truck 
$1.6'million expropriation attempt in 
Nyack, New York and the resultant 
trial. 

Un1ted States 

sekou 

v.BRINKS 555 83 Cr. 312·(lTD) 

Odlnga, at a1 

TRIAL AU9 ust lS, 1983 

T~~~!MPNY a.m •. 

(Open courtJ jury not pre~ent) 
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THE COURT, No. 


