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by way of introduction...

This pamphlet is an attempt to provide you with the basic working documents of the
Black Panther Party. These basic documents are the foundation from which all the theory and
practice that flowed from the Black Panther Party outward was produced. It is impossible to
receive a clear and undistorted picture of what the Black Panther Party was truly about without
an understanding of the politics that guided it.

In developing the guiding principles of the Black Panther Party, much effort went into
studying revolutionary struggles going on around the world. Particular study was given to Mao
Tse Tung in China, Kim Il Sung in North Korea, Carlos Marighella and the Tupamaros in
Uruguay, Almicar Cabral in Mozambique and Fidel Castro in Cuba. In our own backyard, the
Black Panther Party saw itself as the collective 'heirs of Malcolm X' who now stood ten feet tall
facing the *wrath of the racist pig oppressor’. .

This pamphlet, though not all inclusive, will lay open under one cover, the basic tenets
of the Black Panther Party and ask you to read them and try and understand them. These
documents, on the most part, were written during the years 1966 through 1971. Changes were
made in some of them as time went on, but we are printing them here in the original. If you
have problems understanding them don’t despair, the Black Panther Newspaper Committee and
others will be available to answer all your questions and we are yet in the process of making
more information available to you.

Safiya Bukhari-Alston
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Primary Objective

The Primary Objective
of the
Black Panther Party
is to establish
Revolutionary Political Power

for Black People.



AIM

The Black Panther Party is an armed body for carrying out
the political tasks of the revolution.
MOTTO

WE are advocates of the abolition of war, we do not want
war, but war can only be abolished through war and in order to
get rid of the gun it is necessary to pick up the gun.

Three Main Rules of Discipline

1. Obey orders in all your actions.

2. Do not take a single needle or piece of thread from the
poor and oppressed masses.

3. Turn in everything captured from the attacking enemy.



8 Points Of Attention

Speak politely.

Pay fairly for what you buy.

Return everything you borrow.

Pay for everything you damage.

Do not hit or swear at people. E

Do not damage property or crops of the poor, oppressed
masses.

Do not take liberties with women.

If we ever have to take captives, do not ill-treat them.



BLACK PANTHER PARTY
PLATFORM AND PROGRAM

WHAT WE WANT
WHAT WE BELIEVE

1. We want freedom. We want power to determine the
destiny of our Black Community.

We believe that black people will not be free until we are
able to determine our destiny.

2. Wewant full employment for our people.

We believe that the federal government is responsible
and obligated to give every man employment or a guaran-
teed income. We believe that if the white American busi-
nessmen will not give full employment, then the meafs of
production should be taken from the businessmen and
placed in the community so that the people of the commu-

nity can organize and employ all of its people and give a
high standard of living,

3. We want an end to the robbery by the white man of
our Black Community.

We believe that this racist government has robbed us and
now we are demanding the overdue debt of forty acres and
two mules. Forty acres and two mules was promised 100
years ago as restitution for slave labor and mass murder of
black people. We will accept the payment in currency
which will be distributed to our many communities. The
Germans are now aiding the Jews in Israel for the genocide
of the Jewish people. The Germans murdered six million



Jews. The American racist has taken part in the slaughtcr of
over fifty million black people; therefore, we feel that this is
a modest demand that we make.

4. We want decent housing, fit for shelter of human
beings.

We believe that if the white landlords will not give decent
housing to our black community, then the housing and the
land should be made into cooperatives so that our commu-
nity, with government aid, can build and make decent hous-
ing for its people.

5. We want education for our people that exposes the
true nature of this decadent American society. We want
education that teaches us our true history and our role in
the present-day society.

We believe in an educational system that will give to our
people a knowledge of self. If a man does not have knowi-
edge of himself and his position in society and the world,
then he has little chance to relate to anything else.

6. We want all black men to be exempt from military
service.

We believe that black people should not be forced to
fight in the military service to defend a racist government
that does not protect us. We will not fight and kill other
people of color in the world who, like black people, are
being victimized by the white racist government of Amer-
ica. We will protect ourselves from the force and violence of
the racist police and the racist military, by whatever means

necessary.
7. We want an immediate end to POLICE BRUTAL-
ITY and MURDER of black people.

We believe we can end police brutality in our black
community by organizing black self-defense groups that are



dedicated to defending our black community from racist
police oppression and brutality. The Second Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States gives a right to bear
arms. We therefore believe that all black people should arm
themselves for self-defense.

8. We want freedom for all black men held in federal,
state, county and city prisons and jails.

We believe that all black people should be released from
the many jails and prisons because they have not received a
fair and impartial trial.

9. We want all black people when brought to trial to be
tried in court by a jury of their peer group or people from
their black communities, as defined by the Constitution of
the United States.

We believe that the courts should follow the United
States Constitution so that black people will receive fair
trials. The Fourteenth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution
gives a man a right to be tried by his peer group. A peeris a
person from a similar economic, social, religious, geograph-
ical, environmental, historical, and racial background. To
do this the court will be forced to select a jury from the
black community from which the black defendant came.
We have been and are being tried by all-white juries that
have no understanding of the “average reasoning man” of
the black community.

10. We want land, bread, housing, education, clothing,
justice, and peace. And as our major political objective, a
United Nations-supervised plebiscite to be held throughout
the black colony in which only black colonial subjects will
- be allowed to participate, for the purpose of determining
the will o7 black people as to their national destiny.



When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary
for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected
them with another, and to assume, among the powers of the earth,
the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and
nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of
mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel
them to the separation. ‘

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
inalienable rights; that among these rights are life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness. That to secure these rights, governments
were instituted among men, deriving their just power from the
consent of the governed; that, whenever any form of government
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to
alter or to abolish it, and to institute a new government, laying its
foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in such
form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and
happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governmeiits long
established should not be changed for light and transient causes;
and, accordingly, all experience hath shown, that mankind are
more disposed to suffering , while evils are sufferable, than to
right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are
accustomed. But, when a long train of abuses and usurpations,
pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce
them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to
throw off such government, and to provide new guards for their
future security.



RULES OF THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY

Every member of the BLACK PANTHER PARTY
throughout this country of racist America must abide by these rules
as functional members of this party. CENTRAL COMMITTEE
members, CENTRAL STAFFS, and LOCAL STAFFS, including
all captains subordinate to either national, state, and local
leadership of the BLACK PANTHER PARTY will enforce these
rules. Length of suspension or other disciplinary action necessary
for violation of these rules will depend on national decisions by
national, state or state area, and local committees and staffs where
said rule or rules of the BLACK PANTHER PARTY WERE

VIOLATED.

Every member of the party must know these verbatim by
heart. And apply them daily. Each member must report any
violation of these rules to their leadership or they are counter-

revolutionary and are also subjected to suspension by the BLACK
PANTHER PARTY.

THE RULES ARE:
1. No party member can have narcotics or weed in his
possession while doing party work.

2. Any party member found shooting narcotics will be
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expelled from this party.

3. No party member can be DRUNK while doing daily
party work.

4, No party member will violate rules relating to office
work, general meetings of the BLACK PANTHER PARTY, and
meetings of the BLACK PANTHER PARTY ANYWHERE.

S. No party member will USE, POINT, or FIRE a
weapon of any kind unnecessan‘ly or accidentally at anyone.

: 6. No party member can join any other army force
other than the BLACK LIBERATION ARMY.

7. No party member can have a weapon in his
possession while DRUNK or loaded off narcotics or weed.

8. No party member will commit any crime against
other party member or BLACK people at all, and cannot steal or
take from the people, not even a needle or a piece of thread.

9. When arrested BLACK PANTHER MEMBERS will
give only name, address, and will sign nothing. Legal first aid
must be understood by all Party members.

10.  The Ten Point Program and Platform of the BLACK
PANTHER PARTY must be known and understood by each Party
member.
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11.  Party Communications must be National and Local.

12. The 10-10-10 program should be known by all
members and also understood by all members.

13. All Finance officers will operate under the
jurisdiction of the Ministry of Finance.

14.  Each person will submit a report of daily work.

15.  Each Subsection Leader, Section Leader, Lieutenant
and Captain must submit Daily reports of work.

)

-

16.  All Panthers must learn to operate and service
weapons correctly.

17.  All Leadership personnel who expel a member must
submit this information to the Editor of the Newspaper so that it
will be published in the paper and will be known by all chapters
and branches.

18. Political Education Classes are mandatory for
general membership.

19.  Only office personnel assigned to respective offices
each day should be there. All others are to sell papers and do
Political work out in the community, including Captains, Section
Leaders, etc. '
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20. COMMUNICATIONS - all chapters must submit
weekly reports in writing to the National Headquarters.

21.  All Branches must implement First Aid and/or
Medical Cadres.

22. All Chapters, Branches, and components of the
BLACK PANTHER PARTY must submit a monthly Financial
Report to the Ministry of Finance, and also the Central
Committee.

23.  Everyone in a leadership position must read no less
than two hours per day to keep abreast of the changing political
situation. =

24.  No chapter or branch shall accept grants, poverty
funds, money or any other aid from any government agency
without contacting the National Headquarters.

25.  All Chapters must adhere to the policy and the
ideology laid down by the CENTRAL COMMITTEE of the
BLACK PANTHER PARTY.

26.  All Branches must submit weekly reports in writing
to their respective Chapters.
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One side of this difference contends that Black people are
in the peculiar position where, in order to gain acceptance into the
"mainstream” of American life, they must employ no tactic that
will anger the oppressor Whites. This view holds the Black people
constitute a hopeless minority and that salvation for Black people
lies in developing brotherly relations. There are certain tactics that
are taboo. Violence against the oppressor must be avoided at all
costs because the oppressor will retaliate with superior violence.
So Black people may protest, but not protect. They can complain,
but not cut and shoot. In short, Black people must at all costs
remain non-violent.

On the other side of the difference, we find that the point
of departure is the principle that the oppressor has no rights the the
oppressed is bound to respect. Kill the slavemaster, destroy him
utterly, move against him with implacable fortitude. Break his
oppressive power by any means necessary. Men who have stood
before the Black masses and recommended this response to the
oppression have been held in fear by the oppressor. The Blacks
in the colony who were wed to the non-violent alternative could
not relate to the advocated implacable opposition to the oppressor. .
Because the oppressor always prefers to deal with the less radical,
i.e, less dangerous, spokesmen for his subjects. He would prefer
that his subjects had no spokesmen at all, or better yet, he wishes
to speak for them himself. Unable to do this practically, he does
the next best thing, and endorses spokesmen who will allow him
to speak through them to the masses. Paramount amongst his
imperatives is to see to it that implacable spokesmen are never
allowed to communicate their message to the masses. Their
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IN DEFENSE OF SELF-DEFENSE
by Huey P. Newton

Tuly 3, 1967

Historically, the power structure has demanded that Black
leaders cater to their desires and to the ends of the imperialistic
racism of the oppressor. The power structure has endorsed those
Black leaders who have reduced themselves to nothing more than
apologizing parrots. They have divided the so-called Black leaders
within the political area. The oppressors sponsor radio programs,
give space in their racist newspapers, and have shown them the
luxury enjoyed only by the oppressor. The Black leaders serve the
oppressor by purposely keeping the people submissive and passive
- non-violent.

Historically, there have been a few Black men who have
rejected the handouts of the oppressor and who have refused to
spread the oppressor’s treacherous principles of deceit, gradual
indoctrination and brainwashing, and who have refused to indulge
in the criminal activity of teaching submission, fear, and love for
an enemy who hates the very color Black and is determined to
commit genocide on an international scale.

There has always existed in the Black colony of Afro-
America a fundamental difference over which tactics from the
broad spectrum of alternatives Black people should employ in their
struggle for national liberation.
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oppressor will resort to any means necessary to silence
implacables.

The oppressor, the endorsed spokesmen, and the
implacables form the three points of a triangle of death. The
oppressor looks upon the endorsed spokesmen as a tool to use
against the implacables to keep the masses passive within the
acceptable limits of the tactics he is capable of containing. The
endorsed spokesmen look upon the oppressor as a guardian angel
who can always be depended upon to protect them from the wrath
of the implacables, while he looks upon the implacables as
dangerous and irresponsible madmen who, by angering the
oppressor, will certainly provoke a blood bath in which they
themselves might get washed away. The implacables view both
the oppressors and the endorsed leaders as his deadly enemies. If
anything, he has a more profound hatred for the endorsed leaders
than he has for the oppressor himself because the implacables
know that they can deal with the oppressor only after they have
driven the endorsed spokesmen off the scene.

Historically, the endorsed spokesmen have always held the
upper hand on the implacables. In Afro-American history, there
are shining brief moments when the implacables have
outmaneuvered the oppressor and the endorsed spokesmen and
gained the attention of the masses, recognizing the implacables in
the depths of their dispair, respond magnetically to the implacables
and bestow a devotion and loyalty to them that frightens the
oppressor and endorsed spokesmen into a panic-stricken frenzy,
and they leap into a rash act -- murder, imprisonment, or exile -
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to silence the implacables and to get their show back on the road.

The masses of Black people have always been deeply
entrenched and involved in the basic necessities of life. They have
not had the time to abstract their situation. Abstractions come
only with leisure. The people have not had the luxury of leisure.
Therefore, the people have been very aware of the true definition
of politics: politics are merely the desire of individuals and groups
to satisfy first, their basic needs -- food, shelter and clothing, and
security for themselves and their loved ones. The Black leaders
endorsed by the power structure have attempted to sell the people
the simple-minded theory that politics is holding a political office;
being able to move into a $40,000 home; being able to sit near
White people in a restaurant (while in fact the Black masses have
not been able to pay the rent of a $40.00 rat-infested hovel).

The Black leaders have led the community to believe that
brutality and force could be ended by subjecting the people to this
very force of self-sacrificing demonstrations. The Black people
realize brutality and force can only be inflicted if there is
submission. The community has not responded in the past or in
the present to the absurd and erroneous, deceitful tactics of so-
called legitimate Black leaders. The community realizes that force
and brutality can only be eliminated by counter force through seif-
defense. Leaders who have recommended these tactics have never
had the support of the bulk of the community. Grassroots -- the
downtrodden of the Black community, even though they rejected
the handpicked handkerchief heads endorsed by the power
structure, the people have not had the academic or administrative
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knowledge to form themselves into long term resistance to
brutality.

Marcus Garvey and Malcolm X were the two Black men of
the twentieth century who posed an implacable challenge to both
the oppressor and the endorsed spokesmen that could be dealt with
in any other way then precisely the foul manner recorded by
history. Malcolm, in our time, stood on the threshold with the
oppressor and the endorsed spokesmen in a bag that they couldn’t
get out of. Malcolm, implacable to the ultimate degree, held out
to the Black masses the historical, stupendous victory of Black
collective salvation and liberation from the chains of the oppressor
and the treacherous embrace of the endorsed spokesmen. Only
with the gun were the Black masses denied this victory.” But they
learned from Malcolm that, with the gun, they can recapture thcu'
dreams and bring them into reality.

The heirs of Malcolm now stand millions strong on their
corner of the triangle, facing the racist dog oppressor and the
soulless endorsed spokesmen. The heirs of Malcolm have picked
up the gun and, taking first things first, are moving to expose the
endorsed spokesmen for the Black masses to see them for what they
are and always have been. The choice offered by the heirs fo
Malcolm to the endorsed spokesmen is to repudiate the oppressor
and to crawl back to their people and earn a speedy reprieve or
face a merciless, speedy and most timely execution for treason and
being too wrong for too long.
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DEFINITION OF POWER

Power is the ability to define phenomenon and make it act in the
desired manner.

WAR and POLITICS

Politics is war without hloodshed
War is politics with Bloodshed.



WHAT IS A PIG?

A low natured beast that has no regard for
law, justice, or the rights of people; a
creature that bites the hand that feeds it; a
foul traducer, usually found masquerading
as the victim of an unprovoked attack.



MOTIVATION

Let me say, at the risk of seeming
ridiculous
That a true revolutionary is motivated by
Great Feelings of Love

-Che Guevara

-20-



