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INTROCUCTION

Constantly people of color are confronted with the reality
that death is our ever present companion. We've had to live
with the conditions that make us more prone to high blood
pressure, diabetes, high infant mortality, strokes, heart
attacks, etc. for so long that weé see these things as part
of our heritage. It has become commonplace to hear that
someone known to or related to us was killed in an argument,
gambling or trying to take .someone off. Even more
commonplace is us spending our lives in the living death
of prison.

We're not shocked or surprised by this. In fact, we've
become complacent with this as the status quo. We've begun
to plod along waiting for our number to come up. On a very

real level we are the walking dead -- people without a future
and an extremely chaotic past. We have been aimlessly
wandering through life, purposeless, directionless -- slaves

to other people's whims, ideas and desires.

Throughout history, voices rose out of and above the
quagmire and declared themselves men and women. Human
beings with souls, who wanted to know how it felt to be
free and live outside the shadow of death. Cinque, Nat Turner,
Gabriel Prosser, Harriet Tubman, Denmark Vesey -- men
and women who lived and died to the tune of; "O Freedom,
O Freedom, O Freedom in my heart. Before | live and be
a slave I'll be buried in my grave and go home to my Lord
and be free”.

There is no equivocation when we recall those heroes.
Why? Because it's safe to remember them. They are far
removed from our day and time so we can glory in their
battles and victories vicariously with no threat to us,

While we are busy recanting the glory of our long dead
heroes, new heroes are going forth into battle to carry our
strugple for dignity, freedom, independence and humanity
one step closer to reality in the spirit of Claude McKay's
"If We Must Die".



I we must die, let it not be like hogs

Hunted and penned in an inglorious spot, .

While round us bark the mad and hungry dogs.
Making their mock at our accursed lot.

If we must die, O let us nobly die, ‘

So that owr precious blood may not be shed

In vain; then even the monsters we defy

Shall be constrained to bonor us though dead!

O kinsmen! we must meet the common foel
Though far outnumbered let us show us brave,
And for their thousand blows deal one deathblow!
What though befare us lies the open grave?

Like men we'll face the murderous, cowardly pack,
Pregsed to the wall, dying, but fighting back!

The last thirty years has seen some doors crack for blacks
and other people of color in America. These changes didn't
occur in a vacuum. They were political moves in an attempt
to undermine the rising tide of Black unrest and our demands
for civil and human rights. No concrete changes in the very
real condition of Black people occurred, We're still at the
bottom of the totem pole.

With the advent of the twentieth century the Black man
in America has begun to take a decided shift away from
quiet acquiescence to our plight. We had begun, in massive
numbers, to say No More., Our leaders, Marcus Garvey, Elijah
Muhammad, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Malcolm X,
articulated the determination of our people to wait no longer
for the realization of people of African descent as human
beings in the eyes of mankind.

The twentieth century became the time to take a stand.
Four hundred years of racist oppression and economic
exploitation was enough -- not one more century -- not one
more generation without a collective, organized resistance.
Either - Or became the hattle cry. America was put on notice,
the choice is the ballot or the bullet!

Realizing that no concessions would be gamed without
a fight, brothers and sisters determined to lay down their
very lives, if it became necessary, to achieve our freedom.
The following is a chronicle of those unsung heroes who

have given the only thing that was theirs to give — THEIR
LIVES!

YOU MAY PUT OUT THE LIGHT IN MY EYES.

YOU MAY DEPRIVE ME OF MY MOTHER'S KISSES.
YOU MAY CURSE MY FATHER, MY PEOFLE.

YOU MAY DISTORT MY HISTORY,

YOU MAY DEPRIVE MY CHILDREN OF A SMILE
AND OF LIFE'S NECESSITIES.

YOU MAY FOOL MY FRIENDS WITH A BORROWED FACE.
YOU MAY BUILD WALLS OF HATRED AROUND ME.
YOU MAY GLUE MY EYES TO HUMILIATIONS,

O ENEMY OF THE SUN,

BUT

1 SHALL NOT COMPROMISE

AND TO THE LAST PULSE IN MY VEINS

I SHALL RESIST.

‘0 ENEMY OF THE SUN

THE DECORATIONS ARE RAISED AT THE PORT,

THE EJACULATIONS FILL THE AIR,

A GLOW IN THE HEARTS,

AND IN THE HORIZON

A SAIL IS SEEN

CHALLENGING THE WIND

AND THE DEPTHS.

IT IS FIELD MARSHALL DEDAN KAMATHI (MAU MAU)
RETURNING HOME

FROM THE SEA OF LOSS

IT IS THE RETURN OF THE SUN,

OF MY EXILED ONES

AND FOR HER SAKE, AND HIS

I SWEAR

I SHALL NOT COMPROMISE

AND TO THE LAST PULSE IN MY VEINS
I SHALL RESIST,

RESIST — AND RESIST.



TO THOSE OF US WHO HAVE DEDICATED OUR LIVES TO THE
LIBERATION OF BLACK PEOPLE, WHO HAVE DARED TO SAY, " WE
SHALL HAVE OUR FREEDOM OR THE EARTH WILL BE LEVELLED BY
OUR ATTEMPTS TO GAIN 17", DEATH IS A COMMON OCCURENCE.

IT IS SOMETHING WE HAD TO ACCEPT, FOR WE KNEW THAT IN
WAGING STRUGGLE TO FREE OURSELVES FROM THE CHAINS OF
SLAVERY QUR CHOICES ARE SMALL, EITHER T0, BE JAILED OR

ASSASSINATED - BUT WE HAD NOTHING 'TO LOSE AND
EVERYTHING TO GAIN.

WE KNOW THAT WHERE THERE IS STRUGGLE THERE'S
SACRIFICE. THE DEATH OF' OUR COMRADES WAS A SACRIFICE,

FOR IN OUR STRUGGLE SOME DEATHS ARE LIGHTER THAN A
FEATHER AND OTHERS ARE AS WEIGHTY AS A MOUNTAIN.
EVERYONE OF THESE DEATHS ARE WEIGHTY AS MOUNTAINS, FOR
THEY NOT ONLY PRACTICED THE PRINCIPLES-OF REVOLUTIONARY
WARFARE - THEY TAUGHT OTHERS TO DO THE SAME. IN THEIR
LIVES AND I[N THEIR DEATHS THEY SAID:

MAY - IF YOU WISH -~ LOSE MY LIVELIHOOD
MAY SELL MY SHIRT AND BED,

MAY WORK AS A STONE CUTTER,
STREET SWEEPR, A PORTER.

I MAY CLEAN YOUR STORES

JR RUMMACE YOUR GARBAGE FOR FOOD.
I MAY LAY DOWN HUNGRY,

0O ENEMY OF THE SUN,

BUT

1 SHALL NOT COMPROMISE

AND TO THE LAST PULSE IN MY VEINS
I SHALL RESIST.

O e T e

YOU MAY TAKE THE LAST STRIP OF MY LAND,
FEED MY YOUTH TO PRISON CELLS.
YOU MAY PLUNDER MY HERITAGE.

YOU MAY BURN MY BOOKS, MY POEMS
OR FEED MY FLESH TO THE DOGS.

YOU MAY SPREAD A WEB OF TERROR

ON THE ROOFS OF MY VILLAGE,

0 ENEMY OF THE SUN,

BUT

I SHALL NOT COMPROMISE

AND TO THE LAST PULSE IN MY VEINS
I SHALL RESIST.

| BLACK LIBERATIOH ARMY
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FRTHUR  MORRIS - wember of the Southern California
Liapter, Los AMngeles Branch, eof fhe Black Panther
Farty. Arthyr was the first member of the Black
Fanther Party Lo die in the struggle for Black
lLiberation. ASSASSINATED March 1968.

b ¥ 7

BOBBY HUTION

BOBBY JAMES HUTTON - affectionately known as Lil' Bobby
Hutton, was born April 25, 1950. He was the first
person to join the Black Panther Party., He joined when
he was 16 when the Party was founded in 1966. He

MTYART SHABAKA SUNDIATA (Samuel Smith) - became a
citizen of record in the Republic of New Afrika in
1968, Tyari worked among the youth in the 0cean-lHill
Brownsville section of Brooklyn. in 1970 he was
incarcerated as the result of a shootout with the
police, Upon his release he joined the ranks of the
BLA. [t was in this capacity of a people’s warrior
that he was SLAIN 1IN COMBAT - October ]981.

Pmake love atx traction ol aninch

outside my wandow bars

FICED DOM?
I mauke love with lreedoin
o ] Wetre poine to et ar on g frachon of anoa b
And she invites e (o be with her
and she's npht ontside my window bars oubside my window bars

My love is preat I love you lrevdom

| cherish her I Dance with death.
and she's right outside my window hars

l dunce with death

{v [H-)‘f*l"\{ r
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But my mind is set
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MELVIN KEARNEY - known in struggle as Rema Qlugbala, he
was a member of the BLA, Rema was killed in -a
courageous attempt to escape from the Brooklyn House of
Detention when the rope he was climbing down broke, He
was 22 years old. Even against the overwhelming odds
of the prison officials Rema never lost his combatitive
spirit. He knew that it is the responsibility of every
Prisoner Of War to escape. DIED IN COMBAT - May "25,
1976.

JOHN CLARK - Andaliwa was a 30 year old Black
revolutionary who gave his Tife in an attempt to.escape
to freedom. He died in a shootout between prisoners
and guards inside Trenton State Prison in New Nersey,
In that shootout three guards were injured. John Clark
carried on the struggle behind the wails. SLAIN IN
COMBAT - January 19, 1976.

25

served as finance co-ordinator, He was one of the
Panthers arrested on May 2, 1967 at the Sacramento
legislature protest where Bobby Seale read the party's
position on self defense for oppressed people
(Executive Mandate NO. 1). Bobby was murdered, two
days after the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr,,
by dozens of 0Oakland police, He was unarmed, but with
utmost courage, sacrificed his Tlife so others might
Tive, ASSASSINATED April 6, 1968.

7

| ROBERT LAWRENCE

| TOMMY LEWIS |

STEVE BARTHOLOMEW - 21, ROBERT LAWRENCE - 22, and TOMMY
LEWIS - 18, - They were riding in a car when they
noticed they were being followed by a Los Angeles
police squad car, They stopped al a gas station so
that any incident could be witnessed., The squad car
stopped also. As Steve was getting out of the car a
volley of police gunfire killed hi'm instantly. The
Panther returned fire and Robert was killed. Tommy
died later at LA Central Receiving Hospital from
peritonitis {severe intestinal inflammations) caused by
stomach wounds and loss of blood. ASSASSINATED August
25, 1968.
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SIDNEY MILLER
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SIDNEY MILLER - Twenty two days after the Seattle
police murdered Welton Armstead a white Seattle
businessman murdered Sidney Miller, 21 years old., He
was shot point blank in the head as he was leaving a
West Seattle grocery store, The owner said he

'thought' Sidney was about to roh the store.
ASSASSINATER November 7, 1968.

YA
FRANK DIGGS

ﬂx>zx2mmmr_.»n:mu.nmﬂm;nrvm:.n:m_,vm.,:.3«33
old. Frank was shot to.death and left in an md.dmx on
the outskirts of Los Angeles by unknown assailants,

ASSASSINATED omnmaamw 30, 1968.
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ALPRENTICE CARTER

ALPRENTICE 'BUNCHY' CARTER - came from the streets of
LA where he was 'the Mayor of the Ghetto'. He became
Ehe organizer and driving force for the Southern
alifornia Chapter of the Black Panther Party; the
first chapter of the Party outside the Bay Area.
Before coming to the Party Bunchy had been a member of
the Slausons, one of the largest gangs in LA. The sum
total of his life experiences imbued Bunchy with a
revolutionary fervor and commitment which he expressed
as follows:
"Black Mother I must confess that I
still breathe
Though you are not yet free...
For a slave of natural death who dies
Can't balance out two dead flies,
['d rather 1ive without the shame
a bullet lodged within my brain
If I were not to reach my goal
Let bleeding cancer torment my soul",

Bunchy was shot from behind and killed on the steps of
UCLA while organizing and educating Black students
around self-determination and student control of the
Black Student Unions 1in preparation for community
control. Though the fingers that pulled the trigger on
Bunchy were members of Ron Karenga's US organization,
in the final analysis, Bunchy's death 1is the
responsibility of the racist American government.

ZAYD MALIK SHAKUR - known as Dedane Olugbala, Zayd was
the Minister of Information of the HNew York Black
Parther Party. He spent months and years educating the
pgop1e to what must be done to secure our freedom and
liberation. On May 2nd Zayd died the way he lived, in
conbat, resisting the forces of oppressjon, He was
killed in a shootout on the New Jersey Turnpike, in
which Assata Shakur was injured and captured and
Sundiata Acoli was captured, Zayd was a soldier in the
?S?g1e's liberation army. SLAIN IN COMBAT - May 2,

TWYMAN MYERS - 'the elusive Twyman Myers' is what he
came to be known as - to the oppressors. To the people
he was friend, comrade and defender., Twyman was no
superstar, he just did what had to be done and faded
into the night. He cared about everyone, especially
the children. He believed that the only way to achievye
freedom was to be willing to fight and die for it., If
it wasn't worth fighting for it wasn't worth having and
you didn't really want it. On November 14, 1973 a
combined force of New York Police and FBI agents
surrounded Twyman on a Bronx street and opened fire.
tEighty bullet riddled his body. As he Tlay dead a
police officer stood over him and shot him again in the
head, The police rallied in front of the 44th precinct
celebration. Twyman Myers was a warrior we can all be
proud of. SLAIN IN COMBAT - November 14, 1973.
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MARK ESSEX - Mark became -involved in the struggle for
Black . Liberation while still within the YS miliatry
apparatus. He served-as a dental technician’ in. the
Havy. Upon his release ‘his first stop was at the
Harlem office of the BPP, He wanted to learn as much
as possible to take home with him to Emporia, Kansas.
Mark died wvaliantly holding off enemy forces in
Louisiana. SLAIN IN COMBAT Spring 1973. :

ZAYD MALIK SHAKUR

JOHN JEROME HUGGINS - born in. New flaven, Ct. John and
his wife ‘Ericka became’ members of the Scuthern
California Chapter of the Black Panther Party soon
after its. doors opened, -Together with Bunchy Carter,
John, as Deputy Minister of Information, provided the
leadership needed as .that. chapter grew, The
assassination of Bunchy and John, on the steps of UCLA
at Berkeley, by members of the US organtzation was part
of the COINTEiL.PRO strategy to forment a war between the
Black Panther Party and US so0 they would kill each
other off, Bunchy and John ASSASSINATED January 17,
1969,

ALEX RACKIEY |

ALEX RACKLEY - a member of.the New York Chapter, Harlem
Branch, of the Black Panther Party. Alex was killed by
George 5Sams, a police agent who infiltrated the Party,
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SYLVESTER BELL - less than three months dfter the
asgassination of John Savage US struck again.
Sylvester Bell became the fourth member of the Black
Panther Party murdered in cold blood by Karenga's men,
Sylvester's murder came at a time when the LA trial of
US members for the assassination of Bunchy and John had
Just begun - an attempt to intimidate witmesses at the
trial, Sylvester was 34 years old. ASSASSINATED
August 15, 1969. ’

LARRY_ROBERSON

LARRY ROBERSON - On the morning of July l4, 1969 Larry
Roberson 20, and Grady 'Slim' Moore, members of the
Chicago Branch of the Black Panther Party noticed
police harrassing a group of elderly Black men, forcing
them to line wup against a wall, ard went to
investigate. Ap  argument ensued, and without
hesitation the police pulled their guns avnd started
shooting. Larry was critically wounded in his stomach,
thigh and leg. (Grady Moore escaped uninjured.) Larrty
managed to wound two of his assallants. He was taken
to Cook County Hospital and placed under police guard
and was harrassed, threatened and periodically beaten,
He died in the hospital. Because he placed himself
between the oppressor and his people without thought
for his own 1life, Fred Hampton said, "Larry Roberson
was too revolutionary proletarian tntoxicated to be

astronomigally intimidated”. ASSASSINATED September 4
1969.

’
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“WALTER POPE

WALTER 'TOURE' POPE - as soon as he was released by the
California Youth Autharity from Tracy, Walter joined
=he Black Panther Party, Toure, 20, was singled out
for constant harrassment by the LAPD because of his

effectiveness as Distribution Manager of the Black

Panther Black Community News Service in Southern
California. In. three months he increased the
circulation from 1500 a week to over 7000 a week.
Walter was brutally gunned down in broad daylight as he
left a store where he had just dropped off some
newspapers. According to eyewitness reports, the
police suddenly came upon him and opened fire. Toure
never had a chance, ASSASSINATED October 18, 1969.

SPURGEON WINTERS

SPURGEON WINTERS - ‘'Jake' was an honor student in
school and a revolutionist. He worked on the Chicago
Chapter's Breakfast Program, Free {lealth Clinic and was

HAROLD RUSSLLL - the first Black Tiberation Army membod
to be slain. The BLA - the people's liberation army

boldly declared themselves to be soldiers fighting

against the oppressive regime of the U.S, government.
Harold was killed in a shootout on 122nd street between
7th and 8th avenue in Harlem, New York. Prior to
becoming a member of the BLA"Harold had been a member
of the Brooklyn Branch of the BPP. SLAIN IN COMBAT -
Spring 1971.

SAUNDRA PRATT

SANDRA PRATT - wife of Geronimo. Known as Red to her
comrades and friends. The death of Sandra was

. especially heartfelt because of 1its senselessness,

beastiality and brutality. The sister was pregnant
with new life blood for the people's struggle. The
reactionary forces that siew the sister mutilated her
and placed her body in a mattress cover and dumped her

in an intersection in Los Angeles. ASSASSINATED Fall,
1971.

FRANK FIELDS - known to his comrades as Heavy, was a
member of the Olugbala Tribe of the BLA. Open war had

"been declared between the US government and the BLA.

Frank waskilled in one of the FBI's search and destroy

missions in Florida., SLAIN IN COMBAT - December 31,
1971.



SAM NAPIER - Circulation Manager BPP, Lived and
breathed the Black Panther Newspaper, "He would
constantly intone "Circulate to Educate to Liberate".
Sam was another casualty of the internal split of the
BPP. Fanon talked of the contradictions in Wretched of
the Earth when he referred to Colonial War "and Mental
Disorders. Oftentimes we lose sight of who -our real
enemies are and give vent to our emotional responses,
In .the death of Robert Webb and Sam Napier the people's
liberation struggle lost two of 1it's staunchiest
supporters, ‘Psychologically COINTELPRO scored a
bullseye, Sam died April 17, 1971.

5 T,
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GEORGE JACKSON

GEORGE JACKSON - George Jackson spent the last eleven
years of his life behind prison walls, seven of them in
solitary confinement. During his imprisonment, George
attained an extraordinary level of revolutionary
political consciousness, He was appointed Field
Marshal of the Black Panther Party. He was an eloquent
writer, He authored two important books: Soledad
Brother and Blood In My Eye, the latter was completed
shortTy before his assassination, On ‘August 21, 1971,
nameless guards of California's San Quentin Prison
assassinated George Jackson, They said he was trying
to escape, but the brothers inside said George gave his
life to save the life of others. The people of the
oppressed communities of the world know that the San
Quentin prison officials carried out a premeditated
plan to silence a voice that was so full . of
*revolutionary humanism they could no longer bear it.

- 11

part of the Education Cadre. He was killed when 1uu
policemen opened fire on him and Lance Bell was
wounded. Three policemen were killed and seven wounded
in the attack on the deserted buillding where the two
took refuge. Jake was 19, ASSASSINATED November 13,
1969.

_MARK CLARK |

MARK CLARK - was a Defense Captain for the Peoria,
11inois Branch of the BPP,  He made frequent trips to
Chicago to confer with the leaderShip of the Party's
Chapter there 1in order to help him organize in
downstate Peoria. Mark made one such trip in December
of 1969 and stayed at Fred Hampton's apartment,
Chicago police raided Fred's apartment on the morning
of December 4th, Mark was murdered by the raiders as
they crashed through the apartment door. He was shot
through the -heart, Several other occupants were
wounded by indiscriminant police gunfire. Mark Clark
was 22. ASSASSINATED December 4, 1969,

" FRED HAMPTON
10
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x»rva FEATHERSTONE and CHE PAYNE - killed by a car bomb
Outside a Maryland courthouse where Rap Brown was
scheduled for a hearing, ASSASSINATED March 9, 1§70.

L

OMARWALI

BABATUNDE X OMARWALT - A member of the [11inois Chapter
of the BPP, Babatunde was a shining example of our many
revolutionary brothers who have turned from being used
as Black cannon fodder by the U,S. military to become
dedicated soldiers in service to the oppressed
community as Black Liberation Fighters, Babatunde
joined the Party in Chicago after serving two Years in
the US Army and quickly became one of 1its best
organizers, In the summer of 1970, he had just
returned to Chicago from the Cairo-Carbondale area
after organizing a National Committee to Combat Fascism
(NCCF) Office there. On July 27th, 26 year old
Babatunde's remains were "found" lying across railroad
tracks in a deserted area of the city by Chicago
palice, They claimed that Babatunde had been
attempting to destroy the tracks and that the bomb went
off prematurely, killing him, Although mutilated
beyond recognition, the Chicago police positively
identified the. body of "Black Panther Babatunde X
Onarwali"., They could do so because it was the police
themselves who murdered him and placed his body on the
railroad tracks. ASSASSINATED July 27, 1970.

PiA
L

JOHATIAK JACKSOM

JONATHAN JACKSON - On August 7th, 1970, a young Black
man entered the Marin County Courthouse in California.
The events that followed came to be called the August
7th Movement. Jomathan had walked into a courtroom
where San Quentin prison 1iomate James McClain was
defending himself against charges of assaulting a
prison guard. Also present were two lnmates servivg as
wltnesses on behalf of McClain. They were William
Christmas and Ruchell Magee. Jonathan interrupted
court proceedings stating, " We are Revolutionary
Justice” then gave weapons to McClain, Christmas and

‘Magee. They all left the courtroom. Several jurors,

the prosecutor and the judge were also taken. Within
minutes the van that Jonathan and party had gotten Inte
was rlddled with bullets from the guns of San Quentin
guards and other state ageots, who disregarded the
lives of not only Jonathan Jacksoun and the threc
lomates, but also those of the jutors, judge and
prosecutor. When the shooting ended, Jonathan Jackscn
lay dead, as was William Christmas, James McClain and
the Marin County Judge. George Jackson summed up bhis
brother's heroic actions in this way, "Man-child,
Black Man—Child with a machine gun in hand, he was free
for a while, I guess that's more than most of us can

4

expect... ",
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