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THE SUMMER WORKSHOPS 

After the Nominating Convention, where there was one nominee 
picked for each office, the workshops continued throughout 
the summer. They were aimed toward prep"aring the candidates 
to do a good job in the offices they were running for. Many 
of the people who were not running for office continued to 
come to the workshops. 

These workshops dealt with the ways in which people with 
money payoff elected officials and get them to sell-out 
ordinary folks. The way a "bag man," or pay-off man operates 
was described. The people in the workshops learned that many 
times the rich people will act like the friends of elea)ed 
officials. They will invite the officials into their homes 
for dinner and parties, let them join their clubs, and will 
almost treat them as equals. Many times this is all that's 
nece&sary to get the official to favor them. Sometimes the 
rich people will actually give money to the official, or help 
him buy a piece of valuable property real cheap, or get some 
of his relatives a good job. There are many ways open to the 
rich person to gain favors from the elected official. 

Little by little, the official is made to feel better than 
the people who elected him, and he begins to see himself as 
the friend of the rich and powerful. 

By the time several such workshops had been held, people 
in Lowndes County began to see what they had to watch for 
in a candidate they elected to public office. But," more 
important, they began to see that the people do not have 
to put up with such sell-outs. They began to see that officials 
whom they elect to office, when they sellout this way, can 
be removed by impeachment, prosecution for not doing .their 
jobs properly, speCial elections, and so forth. 

During the summer there was a lot of hard work too, spreading 
the word to all the people in the County about the November 
elections. 
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~L~c rION DAY 

On election day, November 8 , the Black Panther Party organized 
car pools and set up pick-up points to get people to the polls. 
There were only 10 hours to be sure everyone got their long
awaited chance to vote for their:' own candidates. 

rhe Freedo~ Organization assigned poll watchers to each polling 
place, to challenge any voter who was not who he claimed to be. 
At some polls, the Black Panther poll watchers were ordered to 
l .eave by officials, and at a f ew polls there were no poll watc hers. 

Black Panther Par t y workers were 'fir ed upon by . s hotguns and 
one of the s tronges t workers was beaten on the head with a 
r ifle butt and tire cha i ns by ~embers of a mob near one polling 
place, just as i t was clos i ng. 

Final Returns 

Sheriff 
3ydneyLogan, Jr. (LCFO) --1643 
Frank Ryals (Dem.) --2320 

Coroner 

emory Ross (LCFO) 
Jack Golson (Dem.) 

rax Assessor 

Alice L. Moore (LCFO) 
Charlie Sullivan (Dem) 

--1640 
--2265 

--1604 
, --2265 

'rax Collector 

School Boar<Lfl 
Robert Logan (LCF O) --1664 
David M. Lyon (Rep.) --19 37 

School Board .:14 
John Hinson (LCFO) --1666 
Tommy Coleman (Hep.) ~-19 66 

School Board '/ 5 
Willie M. ::>tricl{land (LCF'O ) 

--1600 
C. B. ,Haigler (Dem.) ' --2170 

Frank 1'111es, Jr. (LCFO) --1603 
Iva D. Sullivan (Dem.) --2268 

~L~CTION RESULTS 

rhe Lowndes County Freedom Organization candidates captured 43)b 
of the vote. Over 1600 people voted for each of the seven Black 
Panthercandldates. 'rhe fear, the trick of assign1ng people to 
vote in preCincts across. the county from their home (only about 
half the people were allowed to vote in their home precinct), the 
votes of dead people and people ,who had moved away, and the 
misleading help of "poll officials" for some people who could 
not read nor write had co~bined to defeat the Black Panther 
Party--this time. 
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LESSONS FROM THE ELECTIONS 

This was the first election in which Negroes of Lowndes County, 
Alabama, had ever voted. They learned deeply several lessons 
from it. 

1. Poor people can nominate their own candidates. 
They do not have to vote for candidates named 
by rich people. 

2. If poor people controlled the tax assessor's 
office, the rich could be taxed fairly. The 
money the County could collect from the rich 
people could be used for much-needed schools, 
roads, waters, sewers and other services. 

3. If poor people controlled the sheriff's 
office, he could become a protector of the people, 
not a protector of the power structure. 

4. There are ways of dealing with most of the 
tricks in the power structure's bag. The most 
common tricks are: 

*physical violence 
*eviction 
*firing from jobs 
*buying out people with poverty war 

programs, money and jobs 
*election day cheating 

5. The best way of dealing with these tricks is 
for poor people to stick together. Only by 
sticking together through physical violence, 

'getting kicked out of your home or job, being 
·tricked on election day, and the tempting lure 
of Government money can the poor people gain 
power--and hold it. 

Once these lessons are learned, they are hard to forget. 


