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NEGROES WIN ASCS ONE MAN -- ONE VOTE 

BUT I RREGU lARITIES 
POST, 

CHARGED 
During November, 1965, largely rural areas, such as 1flLL THE PANTHm 

1lJ.9 Neero farmers and share- Hississippi, this policy has EAT TFlli ROffiTER? 
croppers ran for election for been disastrous for black see page 2 
positions on Agricultural Sta- farmers. out of five white and two Negro 
bilization and Conservation candidates. There were no 
boards in 12 Hississippi coun- During the momentous votes registered for the other 
ties. 75 Here elected, and Freedom Summer of 1964, a small two whi te men .. 01" for the Negro 
their victory signals the be- group of SNCC staffers and sum- nominees. " 
ginning of the end of discrim- mer volunteers began work in In Lowndes County, Neg-
ination in this crucinl federal M~ssissippi on what was called roes, who represent 82~ of the 
program. the "Federal Programs Project", countyt s population, won only Set up dl:ring the 'I thir-

designed to acquaint Negro 20% of tho e positions for ASCS ties, the ASCS is a maj0r ef- f 
armers with various federal county convention delegates. fort on the part of the feder-

al govermr..ent to help farmers rograms. In Greene County, the 
at the "grassroot" level have I Hhat' began as an IASCS chairman tried to block 
more control over farm prices I effort, to educate Negro Yis- ;SNCC staffer John Liutkas t 
and their inc ames. !sissippians of federal 3.~sis- [entranc e to the polling plac e, 

ASCS county comr.1ittees, 'tance became, in addition, a Ibut was final~ pressured into 
being farmers elected 'bJ other demonstration of the ineffec- lallowing him in. Negro farm­
farmers and tenants living in tiveness and discrilninC'tion of ! ers who wanted to witness the 
the county, control and admin- most federal programs in His- Iballot counting were made to 
ister four federal programs. sissippi and elsewhere in the I'sit against the wall apart fran 

South. the counting and were unable 
ASC CONTR.OLS CROPS FJRST IiINS TIr ,~ Ito see the actual proceedings. 

~ The Mississippi elections 
Each county is divided in-I Last YG 2. r, for the first ,have turned out to be s:i1ni-

to ccrr.r'Jtmities. Persons in- time, ~'Ye~roes ran forr..s r,S DO' "lIar to those in Alnbama. The 
volved in farming operations ISitions, r' t')spite much harass- Mississippi f'reedm Democratic 
nominate and elect individuals ment and brutality. Party has been activo in urging 
to serve on the com~unity ASCS This year the i 0 8::1. spread Ne q:ro farmers to ~. 
cOl1l1i1ittee for one year and to ! to Alabama. Sl'TCr:; hg ;:::; ii lready Farmers in Cl~ly County 
be delegates t.o the county ASCS begun action to void this issued this statement November 
convention, w hieh chooses the year's ASCS elections in that . /26th: "Negro farmers 0-1:' Clay 
all-irr.!)ortant three-man /l.SCS I st.'lte on the basis of fralld GQUnty are challenginf' the 
cOt1.nty committee. and othe':' means used to pre- ~ right of white men to com-

It is the county p.ses vent t:E- groes ~~rom being el~ct- :pletelJ dominate their lives 
committee wl:.ich r,ivcs out cot· ed to the county boc::rds. :because of the importance of 
+C'n allotments, decides wbo On fT ~ver:.ber 19th, mICC :the "ASeS cormnittee. This vear 
r.:"ets extra acreap,e, hires the charged fraud in the Alabama i'T f ·11· "t - ~ . jr·, egro -'lwers are Wl 1ng 0 
measurers, decides whocrets elections. The greatest evi- , . t ' k th· 1· . f -

ed . s a e elr lVes 1 nece.ssary 
Commodity Credit Cor}ior-at-ion dence of fraud occurr " In t h .. th. o ave a VOlee Jl1 1S C<l'l'l-(cce) loans at harvest time, Hilcox County "Jhere Negroes are ~ 'tt " 

8<11 t 1 t· H ,ml ee. • • and hires the office manager. 7 ,~ of he PODU ~ 10n. ere, A~t · tIl. 
- • • • .J.. er rave lnQ' as a 

TraditionaJ.ly, ASCS cotm- lin three cOl1rrnUm_tles, ballots t f th ' .,!"'np· 'Jf ' ~.~. _ 
-'-h 120 t ted 1 19ues 0 e !'.t' 'J _ 111 our . -lS ty and community committees S!"10'V] (, e vo ers vo on Y I 

have been lily white. In Ifor the sc::me three Hhite men, (cont. on page 3) 



_~ge _2 _ _______ -t __________________ ~(~~=0::::::~_ 
Vote Fraud 
In Arkansas 

LOWNDES COUNTY FORM~ 

SNce's Arkansas staff has LOCAL POLITICAL GROUP 
charged fraud in September 28' s ". " i " 
school board elections "n h" h The wrnte folks thlnk I Alabama law reqUlI'es that 

, l W lC t h 1 t f f t 0/ -30 Ne[Tl'oes ran. They ci ted "tihe Hey can e a ew ~ us vo, e if 20 .. 0 of the electorate votes 
follrnin g examples: and fool us; They Just ~o~ t for the LCFO candidate, the 

In Forrest City (47% Negro) see that we re now startm to part~: then becanes an official 
the first 2 Negro candidates see how to use that vote to one In the county and must be 
suffered a 4 to 1 defeat. Poll- help ourselves instead of -put on the ballot. 
watchers saw Neporo voters tUT'n- helpin' them." This is how This plan of independent 
ed -away from polling places af- one woman f'rom Lowndes Coun- political organization -
ter the p~lls closed, while al- ty talked as she discussed where Negroes will make their 
lowing white people to enter and the newly formed Lowndes votes count -- will. be carried 
vote. Judges held Negro ballots County Freedom Organization. out not only in Lowndes County 
submitted on time until after ,but in sevoral other Alabama 
6: 30 p .'11. deadline and then 1?0untie s ~s wel~. Groundwork 
threw them away as having been l8 now bemg laJ.d to run inde-
entered too late. Thev thenpendent candidates in these 
prevented the 2 repres~ntatives !counties with the idea of even-
of the Negro candidates from ~ tually spreading out into 20 
watchinf.7 the official count un- t!" counties. 
til aft:r it began. Poll- !OR THE RlGHij Knowing that they will be 
watchers saw ballots marked for DEMOCRATIC PARTY [unable to pierce the p1'esent 
the Negroes called out and re- lwhite power structure, they 
corded as votes for the white OF ALABAMA 'came up with loJhat they con-
candidates. When sn:;c n _rs'ti went into sidered a viable alternative 

In Gould, (82 <?t. Negro), the Lowndes Connty in February of -- an independent political or-
margin of defeat was 3 to 1. this year, they went with the : ganization, organized on the 
In one ward, poll-watchers idea of not orily carryi nr, on ;county level. The people of 
ccc:..nted 272 people who voted, a voter rcbistration drive, Lmmdes County refused to 
but 288 ballots l~ere found. Of but with the idea of educat- make meaningless the votes 
these, 1~0 voted for the white ing peonle about how they they fought for by using them 
candidate; 138 for the 'Negro. could use that vote. to elect one oppressor over 

In another ward, only 7 - At that time, none of the ianother. 
votes were cast for the Hegro, '5,000 eligible Negroes were ! _ Therefore the idea of the 
but at least 12. people will sign registered. Between March and !Lowndes County Freedom Organi­
affidavi.ts that they voted for August (when the voting rights I zation became one where every-
the Negro candidate. act was passed), only 250 more I~ could have a vote in de-

West Memphis' (42% Negro) had been registered. Although Ii tennining the use to w mch his 
Negro candidate lost 10 to 1. hundreds more had gone to the I vote could be put. A maj or 
Over 1,000 ballots were miss- courthouse in an attempt to do I thrust of the organization 
ing, according to pOll-watchers so, they were subjected to a :will be felt at the local and 
for the Negro candi(~ates. Also, variety of tactics of harass- i county level, for this is the 
~!egro representatives were not ment.level which most affects the 
allowed mto the polliIlG place At the same time that 10- Negro of the Black Belt -- the 
until after the count had begun. cal officials tried their sheriff, jury commissioners, 

The tactics in Helena (56% best to keep Negroes f'rom tax assesors, board of super-
Negro) were even more direct. registering, they had reg- visors and board of education. 
Folice and police dogs were I istered 117.9% of the 10- i 
stationed at polls in heavily cal whites. I Lmmdes County Negroes 
N d' t . t N at are also determined that arw 

egro lS nc s,. egro v ers Finally a federal regis- ,Negro they elect will be res-
were 9!nt hOllE for registration trar was sent into the county I'ponsive to them and their 
slips. in September, and the number needs. This can only be done 
The in ~imidation proves suc- of Negro voters sharply rose. by supporting people- like 
cessful - the Negro candidate Within two mon ths the number I.themselves for political of-
lost by almost 3 to 1. I stood at 2,000. f' 

I we. 



ASCS 

~BAD BAKER' 

Notes I CITE 
"Bad Baker" is the term 

".", , used by SNCC staff workers in 
CAL:- l.< OR1T~" : Severa~ hundred Southwest Georgia when they 
Cahform.a grape-plckers are speak of Baker county. Horkers 
nmJ on strike for higher Hages.have been in the county since 
'I'hes e }Iancan, Fi'.iDino and the sununer or~anizinp' around 
Ne~o 9i~kers have been on voter registr:tion, AsCS el-
strlke Sl nce the Slumner. They ecti ,,)n5 and other issues 
are asking those who s:rmpa- vital t~ the Negro conumm-
thize ~-Jith t heir cause to boy- lity. 
cott all SCl1enle'J products as Baker county (59% Negro) 
the grapes they pick are used was the setting for the fam­
in the manufacture of Schenley ous 1943 "Screws case" in 
whiskey. which the then-5heriff Claude 

~-l,* Screws and other officers 

HISS ISS IPPI: Six crosses" ,v ere ASCS -- cont. from p. 1 
burned in Bolivar County the sissippi counties, Rep. Jo-
night of December 10. Victims seph Y. Resnick (D.-lIT) said 
of the burnings included an he had found so much discrim-
active member of the Freedom ination that he was gOing to 
Labor Union and a candidate in recooJllend the 1.8CS elections 
this year's ASCS elections. : be voided and new elections 

~~~~ i held under stricter fed~ral 
HISSISSIPPI: v.!ithjn the next i supervision. He also called 
week fedeml judges Cox, Cole- i

l
f or a non-governmental corn-

man and Russell will hear an mission to investigate all 
FOP reaPPol--tionment suit. The complaints about flSCS elec­
SU.i.t asks that the state leg:i.s- tions anywhere in the South. 
lClture be declared illegal and Clet rly there are grOlinds 
t:tat an independent agent re- !Ifor investigation and proba-
apportion the state. ,bly invalidation of the 1965 

**l''* 'ASCS elections in .Alabama and 
ATLA~ITA: James Forman, SNCC's jMississippi. 
Executive Secretary, has been . 
indicted by the Fulton County Efforts are belng made 
n_ d J " F • h i by SNce and HFr'lP rlorkers to \..tL"an ury. . orman J..S c arg- : . . 
ed with malicious mischief and , assemble eV1dence of election 
violating Georgia riot laws fraud, violence, and intimi-
Charges stem from demonstra: dation to present to wh1.tever 
tions at two Atlanta restau- agency or commission investi­
rants in January of 1964. gates -- g they investigate. 

Negroes .!!! American Histo:r;y: 
A Freedom Primer, '6Y Frank 
and Bobbi Cieciorka. 

FREIDOH PR:rn:rnS N(JN ON SALEH 
This book, originaIlY""written 
for the freedom schools, tells 
the story of the Negro in Am­
erica. Though the languap,e 
is basic, the questions posed 
by the Primer are challenging 
for all age-groups. Many 
drawings accanparv the text. 
Price: $1.50@ for 19 or few­
er; ~l.OO for twent,y or more. 
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WORKERS 

STEAL 
Iwere indicted and prosecuted 
Ifor ~eating to death a young 
handcuffed Negro mechanic, 

!
BObbY Hall, and ~ere ultim­
,ately acqltitted. 

The county's Negroes 
still remember the Screws case 
since the present Sheriff, WaI'-
ren Johnson, and his three 

· deputies have killed "at least 
: one Negro apiece." 
: One of the strongest men 
I in the movement, Mr. Hosey 
• Miller, was shot in the back 
i last Hare h by a 'White man who 
i claiJned that Hiller had stolp!", 
! ns cow. The murderer has yet 
I to cerne to trial. 
I It ll1as in this atmosphere 
. of harassment an0 vinlence that 
ASCS elections were held in the 
county in September. Only 

I Negro landowners "Here sent bal­
lots, although all those 21 
years and over who worle the 
land are eligible to vote -­
tenant fanners and share­
croppers included. Negro far-

'mers t names were placed on the 

!ballot \~i thout their knml1-
ledge or the knowledge of the 

: Negro community. 1.vrite-in 
votes are allowed, "so the 
Baker County Movanent canvass­
ed among the several hundred 
eligible Negro farmers for a 
slate of three write-in candi­
dates. 

At least 44 persons swear 
they correctly marked their 
ballots for the write-in cand­
idates, but the county comm­
ittee reported that o~ 20 
votes were cast for the 
write-ins and that all 20 were 
disqualified for some irregul­
ari ty in marking. 

Protests to federal 
authorities concerning the 
elections have as yet been 
fruitless. An investigator was 
sent to investigate the matter 
but nothing has yet been done 
to remedy' the situation. 
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Poor Peop I es Group Aids Co-ops 
Members of the Poor 25 ¢ yearly dues. The purpose 

Peoples' Corporation of :t-tl.ss- of the PFC is to raise money 
issippi recently voted to all- 'r 11ich will be lent out to 
ocate loans and grants of start self-help businesses and 
$2,933 to six new self-help cooperatives -- as decided by 
cooperatives in the state. the manbership. Funds which 

The PFC, organized this are raised are only spent 
summer, is composed mainly of after the members decide where 
poor Negroes floon Hississippi they 1-1 ill , go. Groups are ex­
and anyone els e who pays the pec"toed to repay loans i~hen 

HELP! 
This issue of .:t.llil ~ 

comes at a time when SHeS 
'staff members are involved 
in various programs in Ala­
bama, firkdnsas, Georgia, 
Virginia, l~issiEsippi and 
N rth Carolina (2.8 well 2S 

I') 

in Fashinr,ton, II.C., Colum-
bus, Ohio, and Harlem), 
and 'Hht'm the financitil s trl ­
tus of t he organizat ion is 
at its IOHest point in two 
years. At the time of this 
writing, SNCC is drCistic.8lly 
U';ll~,OOO) i11 debt, wh~le a 
mn.iber of payrolls have not 
been net and will not be met 
in the fl1ture unless our 
friends come to our aid. 

In futUl'e, the voice 
plcms to eJeplore J:'ore pro­
r:;:r'ClIDS Clnd ideas in depth -­
dependinr:; on finClnci:"J , rE'­
SOtlrCes for p.qper, ink, and 
so on. This ~rl rt is 1,n to 
you. The Na3 Year brings 
with it new challenges -­
we hope that y ou 'Will help 
us meet them. 

Yet the 1-1ork in U !e 
field continues. S::CC 
s taff members arc 't-lo :'kLrr, on 
ouesti"ns of ar;riculture, 
poverty and independent 
politicCll organizations. ~ '; e 
have devoted this is S'H" to 
articles "1hich explFin sor:.e 
of these pro,c;rams (althot',~h 
not in depth for lack ot' 
space). . 

their businesses begin oper­
ating at a profit, so that 
others ca."). take advantage of 
the PIC plan. 

There are now many coop­
erati-ves throurrhout the state 
which were started with the 
help of the PR::. Host of than 
are- s e"l"1ing or leatherworking 
co-ops. One 'of the most a'11-
bitious is the Prairie Sm1-
ing Group '·lhic h Ol~ganiz ed 
quickly over the past few 
.. leeks to p!'cpare samples 
and renovate an old store­
room for their factory. If1de 
"Jorked Saturdays and on 
Thanksgiving to make sure we'd 
be rea,dy on time for the Pro 
meeting~ one spokesman saif'! ".t 
the Dec. 1 meeting. 'J'l">13 coop 
pla..'1S to hire 17 'V30men. 

The Ruleville Ssv1i ng 
Co-op plans to hire 17 'Homen 
also and make hand-Inade quilts 
~vhich will s ell for $12 and 
$25. The Mt. Olive Quilting 

Published by The Student 
VOice, Inc .. 360 Nelson St,. 
S, W" Atlanta, Ga. Sub­
scriptions $3,00 a year, 

Group plans to employ 20 women 
and has 35 menbers. Their quilis 
cost $20 to $3.5. A Bolivar coun­
ty organization, the Shelb,r 
Sev1ing GrQUP, has 41 members and 
is planning to make dresses, 
hats, handbags and children's 
smocks. The Hopedale Sewing Pro­
jec:b expects to make regular and 
baQy-size quilts for ~18 and $,. 

Mo::t of these co-op Mem­
bers either were unemployed or 
worked as danestics at ~O , to 
$l~ a week. Same had lost jobs 
becaus e of oi viI rights or vot­
ing activities. 

There are other co-ops in 
Canton, where ex-domestics make 
cotton dresses and other cloth­
ing; in Ei leston, where leather-
1-lOrk is made, in Adams C01mty 
where Natchez workers produce 
leather coin ba~; and in }~o­
Comb, where ladies' handbags 
will be made. There is also a 
bdies' sev-1ing co-op in r!cComb. 

The PFD plans to bW raw 
materials in wholesale lots for 
t118 cooperatives to cut dO'lm ex-
penses. The PFC also plans to 
open a tra ining cent er at their 
Jackson office, which will 
teach people how to rtU1 a bus­
iness and use tools and machin­
ery necessary to produce skill­
ed handicraft work. 


